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SURVEY

THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF MORMONISM

Marvin S. HiLL

Perhaps no American denomination
stirred greater enmity during the cen-
tury following 1830 than the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
—the Mormons. An hostility promoted
by recurrent conflict between Saint
and Gentile has generally divided his-
torians into two distinct groups, forg-
ing a cleavage in sentiment which is
evident in the debates over the origin
of the Book of Mormon, the treatment
given Joseph Smith and the Utah
church, and in the surveys of the total
Mormon movement and the place of
the Saints in American secular and
religious life.

1

An issue of primary importance is
the nature of that unique American
scripture, the Book of Mormon. Ac-
claimed by the faithful as a sacred
history of a Christian people in an-
cient America, the book has been
labelled a fraud by non-believers. Ber-
nard DeVoto recognized the funda-
mental character of this controversy
when he said “it is inseparable from
one’s explanation of Joseph Smith.”
Both sides have shown some intransi-
gence on the subject by refusing to
consider the claims of the opposition.
This dual rigidity seems a consequence
of differing faiths, the Mormon con-
viction resting on the notion that God
arbitrarily changed the course of events
to bring the book into being, that of
the non-Mormon on the assumption
that human history must be interpreted
as a result of more predictable forces.

The case for the Latter-day Saints
has been stated often,® but with no
greater sophistication than that ex-
hibited by Hugh Nibley of Brigham
Young University in his Approach to
the Book of Mormon (1957). He re-
views the culture of the ancient Near
East to find that in theme, the details
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of its narrative, and its use of place
and proper names the Book of Mor-
mon is authentic. He states that the
marks of genuine antiquity in the rec-
ord could not have been imitated by -
anyone in 1830. However intimate his
knowledge of ancient history may be,
certain difficulties exist in his argu-
ment. He cites many phenomena which
seem as much American as they do an-
cient,>. and exaggerates the signifi-
cance of details which are hazy or all
but lacking.* Invariably he handles his
topic in an authoritarian fashion, never
indicating that some points may be
open to question.

1. Bee Bernard DeVoto, Forays ond Re-
buttals (Boston: Little, Brown and
Company, 1936), p. 91, and Hugh Nib-
ley, An Approaoh to the Book of Mor-
mon (8alt Lake: Deseret News Press,
1957), p. 25.

2. I counted forty-five books and articles
written between 1940 and 1953 to de-
fend the Book of Mormon.

3. Nibley, pp. 140, 202-16, 339, 348,

4. He concludes that Lehi was a merchant
and bases much of the first part of his
argument on this assumption. But there
is little concrete evidence to support it.
See pp. 38-39 and compare the appro-
priate citations. He matches the society
described in Alma 23 with Qumran (p.
157), but the Book of Mormon lacks
sufficient detail for such a comparison.

5. ‘“Delusions,’” The Millennial Har-
binger, II (1831), p. 93.

6. Walter Franklin Prince, ‘‘Psychologi-
cal Tests for the Authorship of the
Book of Mormon,’’ The American Jour-
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40. 0 Review of Hugh Nibley, An Approach to the Book of Mormon. By M. Wells
Jakeman. Another book by Dr. Hugh Nibley, one of the more prolific
writers in the LLDS Church, has recently come off the press, entitled An
Approach to the Book of Mormon (published as a course of study for the
Melchizedek Priesthood quorums of the Church for the year 1957).

This work for the most part is a reprinting, in condensed form,
of previous studies by the author dealing with the Book of Mormon in the
light of the ancient East (principally Lehi in the Desert, Salt Lake City,
1952; and "New Approaches to Book of Mormon Study, ™ The Improvement
Era, November, 1953-July, 1954). As such, it presents again the im-
portant contribution of these studies: a demonstration that the Book of
Mormon, in its account of a group of ancient Israelites who migrated
from Palestine to the New World in the sixth century B. C., accurately
reflects the languages and cultures of ancient Israelite Palestine and the
Near East, even though many of the correct linguistic forms, customs,
and concepts appearing therein were not known to be ancient Near Eastern
at the time of the coming forth of the Record, thus tending to establish
its authenticity. The only fault requiring mention, and one which does
not seriously detract from this contribution, is that in a number of his
conclusions the author seems much too positive, in view of the slight
evidence adduced (as in his identification, on pp. 72-77, of Lehi as a
wealthy merchant engaged in Egyptian trade through the Phoenician port
of Sidon).

In Chapters 14-17 is a valuable discussion—some of it published
here for the first time—of several important confirmations of the Book
of Mormon found in the recently discovered "Dead Sea Scrolls" and in the
Apocrypha.

In Chapter 25 the author also briefly introduces some of the
points previously argued in his work entitled The World of the Jaredites
(published with Lehi in the Desert, Salt Lake .City, 1952) and in a series
of articles entitled "There Were Jaredites' }'The Improvement Era, Jan-
uary, 1956-February, 1957). (For a critical review of the former work
see June 1, 1955, Newsletter, 27.0)

Of special concern to UAS members and other readers of this
Newsletter is an appendix to the book entitled "The Archaeological Prob-
lem, " presenting the author's views as to the value of archaeology for
the Book of Mormon; also various assertions, mainly in the last two
chapters, on points of Book of Mormon geography.

Unfortunately, the author's discussion of the archaeological ap-
proach to the Book of Mormon is vitiated by an apparent attempt to




implant an emotional judgment in the mind of his reader against this
approach or the way it is being developed. Thus he refers disparagingly to
those investigating this field as "people calling themselves archaeologists'
(p. 366) and "these self-appointed archaeologists' (p. 363). He then- -althoagh
not an archaeologist himself-proceeds to instruct the reader as to what
archaeology is, and as to its true value for the Book of Mormon, In other
words, he himself becomes a self-appointed critic of '"'these self-appointed
archaeologists'! Apparently it is not generally realized as yet that archae-
ology is a full-time business. To qualify either as a writer or as an adviser
on archaeological problems, one must be a full-time specialist in this field,
not a part-time reader of the subject or a full-time specialist in some other
field, such as philology, as in the present case.

The misrepresentations and misconceptions comprising the "instruc-
tions' on archaeology given in this appendix are too numerous to deal with
completely here. Only the more serious can be discussed. For example,
in defining archaeology for his reader (pp. 366-367), the author selects only
those statements of archaeologists which support his view, which is clearly
that of reducing archaeology to a strictly subordinate role to philology in
the study of ancient civilizations and the Scriptures. These carefully selected
statements favor the view that archaeology is not a single discipiine or uni-
fied field of study, and therefore cannot be taught in a university-as a dis-
tinct division of instruction, but consists only of widely separated areas of
specialization without a common purpose or methodology; and that the chief
function of each area specialization 1s that of assisting the philologists and
documentary historians of that area by unearthing new inscriptions or manu-
scripts. To boister this definition, the author asserts that '‘the worid's
great universities are still without archaeology departments, ' the reason
being that ""archaeology cannot be studied as a single discipline "

But what are the facts ? Although area(or period or field) speciali-
zation must always be the aim of students of archaeology--as also, indeed,
of students of most other discipiines, including philology and documentary
history!--archaeology still has a common general purpose (best defined as
the discovery and illustration of the early history of man by means’ of his
actual material remains), and a common basic methodology (namely, de-
finition of the probiem of early history to be investigated by this means, and
the collection--usually by excavation involving standard techniques—~classi-
fication, and interpretation of archaeological data for its solution). Conse-
quently, archaeology must surely be considered as much a single discipline
as documentary history. It is, in fact, a ""special historical discipline"

(as stated by Benzinger in Hebrdische Archiologie, 1927, p. 1)-—a compan-
ion to documentary history. This concept of archaeology is especially ac-
cepted in the Old World; ir fact, a number of British and other European as
well as Near Eastern universities have separate divisions of archaeological
instruction leading to a degree (some called '""departments' of archaeology--
directly contrary to the author's claim-—e. g. at the Queen’s University,
Belfast; and others, '"institutes' of archaeology, as at the University of
London; see e.g., Kathleen M. Kenyon, Beginning in Archaeology, London,
rev. ed., 1953, Appendix II, '""Archaeological Training in Universities').
The distinct purpose and methodology of archaeology is also generally re-
cognized by archaeologists of the United States, Canada, and Latin Ameri-
ca (as recently in a featured address by Dr. Fay-Cooper Cole of the Univer -
sity of Chicago at the Great Basin Archaeological Conference held the past
year at the University of Utah); in American universities, however,




archaeological instruction is usually offered only in departments of "anthro-
pology' (or of "archaeology and anthropology''). This recognition of archae-
ology as a single discipline, despite the wide differences among the area
specializations, is further evidenced by the number of introductory textbooks
in archaeology which have lately appeared, authored by competent professional
archaeologists for use especially in university departments Or institutes .of
archaeology, or departments of anthropology having sections of archaeology

as usually in the Americas; e.g., Introduccién a la Arqueologia, by Ignacio
Bernal (a leading Mexican archaeologist), Mexico, 1952; Beginning in Archae-
ology, already cited, by Kathleen M. Kenyon (Lecturer, Institute of Archaeology
of the University of London, and director of the joint British- American
expedition to Jericho), London, rev. ed., 1953 (see also Part I of the latter
work, which brings out more fully the common purpose and methodology of
archaeology as a single discipline). Finally, the author's contention that the
chief function of archaeologists is to aid the work of the philologists and
documentary historians of the particular area of specialization, reflects a
hopelessly narrow concept of the scope of archaeology. Actually the areas
with ancient written records comprise only a small part of the total world
range of modern archaeological research. Many areas of the world, in which
important developments of early culture-history are known from archaeology
to have taken place, lack such records (e.g. Peruj, the North American
Southwest, eastern United States), or have only a brief or fragmentary writ-
ten history (e.g. southeastern Asia, Siberia). Of course, archaeologists
working in areas having an extended written history—e. g. the Near East,

the Mediterranean, Middle America—must be able to read the ancient records,
i.e. if decipherable. .

Turning to the author's "instr uctions' with respect to the special field
of Book of Mormon archaeology (""Advice to Book of Mormon Archaeologists'),
we find that his main "teaching' here is that Book of Mormon archaeologists
""have consistently looked for the wrong things''; i.e., they have been looking
for the cities of the Nephites as marked by the ruins of great stone buildings
(pp. 366, 370-375). But few such ruins will ever be found, if at all; in fact,
""we should not be surprised at the lack of ruins in America in general" (p. 366).
The . reason given for this scarcity or '"lack" of ruins is that nearly ail the
buildings of the Book of Mormon peoples were of timber or wood, and
consequently have long since disappeared. In fact, people '"do not realize
that the ancients 1. e. .those of the Old World as well as the Book of Mormon
peoples of Americ,a almost§ never built of stone' (p. 366).

Unfortunately, in these ''instructions'' the author, instead of providing
advice of real value to Book of Mormon archaeologists, merely reveals his
own complete unawareness of the actual situation in this field. It is true that
many LDS have been guilty of '""looking for the wrong things' with respect to
the claims of the Book of Mormon— i. e. the ruins of great stone buildings
(see e.g. the Farnsworth books on the Middle American and Andean ruins ).
But those who may truly be termed Book of Mormon archaeologists, or people
with training in this field—i. e. those against whom this criticism is leveled —
have already known for a long time, without the author’s instructing them,
that the Nephite people of the Book of Mormon usually built their dwellings,
temples, and palaces of timber or wood, and their fortifications of earth,
rather than of stone (although stone appears to have been used occasionally,
as also cement and probably brick). Consequently, apparently unbeknown to
the author, these students of the Book of Mormon have not been looking for
the ruins of Targe stone buildings as alleged, but instead the remains or traces
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of Book of Mormon-period constructions of the kinds indicated —in the case

of timber or wooden buildings, the foundations, floors, and post-holes and
plaster -fragments of the timber or pole-and-daub walls of such buildings which
have otherwise disappeared. They have, in fact, for some time been actually
finding and studying many such remains! (Again apparently unbeknown to the
author; for on p. 377 he asks, '"Why are there so few 'Book of Mormon' ruins 2"
Indeed, as many as two hundred or more settlement-sites have so far been
discovered in the Book of Mormon area, dating from the actual period of the
Book of Mormon civilizations, with building remains which are therefore to be
identified —if the Book of Mormon record is true—as Book of Mormon ruins!
Also being sought in the way of material evidence of the Book of Mormon civili-
zations —and being found in increasing quantity—are such things as implements
pottery, and other common culture remains, as well as’culptures. These
antiquities, in fact, have generally survived from the Book of Mormon period
more completely than buildings, and are also more revealing as to the Book of
Mormon identity of the peoples who left them behind. See, e.g., Bulletin of

the University Archaeological Society, No. 3, August, 1952, and previous
issues of this Newsletter. ) Apparently the author did little reading in the
actual field of Book of Mormon archaeology before penning his '"Advice to
Book of Mormon Archaeologists. !

The assertion, incidentally, that ''the ancients almost never built of
stone'’ must surely be an intentional exaggeration. Although this statement
probably holds true, as we have seen, for the Book of Mormon peoples (at
least for the Nephites throughout most of their history), it certainly does not
for the ancient peoples of the Old World, or the ancient post-Book of Mormon
peoples of the New. The author admits in another place that considerable
3tone construction occurred ''in a few brief periods such as the late Middle
Ages or the early Roman Empire!" (p. 371); but he overlooks the very long
periods of considerable stone construction in Egypt and the Aegean region—
in Egypt, over two thousand years of almost continuous coastruction of great
stone tombs and temples by the Pharaohs, and in the Aegean, a similar period
of almost continuous construction of stone palaces and fortifications by the
prehistoric Minoans, Trojans, and Mycenaeans, and of stone temples and other
public buildings by the ancient historic Greeks; also the considerable period —
over a thousand years--of cortinuous construction of stone temples and
palaces by the post-Book of Mormon Maya people of Central America. Also
ignored by, but surely not unknown to, the author is the fact that the early
Near Easterners and other ancients —probably including the Book of Mormon
peoples, in view of their Near Eastern origin—also built extensively in brick,
and that many ruins of buildings and other constructions of brick have sur -
vived from ancient times in both the Old and New Worlds.

Finally, we cannot pass by the author's reference o '"the lack of ruins
in America in general.' This is truly an astonishing statement from one
pPresuming to give instructions involving American archaeology! Actually,
as indicated in the preceding, and as anyone knows who has had a course in
or read a book on American archaeology, or has traveled in or seen pictures
of Mexico, Central America, Peru, or the Pueblo area of the United States,
America is far from lacking in ruins, including the ruins of ancient stone
buildings —not to mention innumerable constructions of brick or earth.
However, the author seems uncertain on this point, for on p. 370 he contra-
dicts himself by admitting that ""there is certainly no shortage of ruins on
this continent. "

The author next emphasizes his conviction that ""the scarcity of ruins
in North America"—reversing himself again on this point!—will not ""dis -
prove the Book of Mormon" {p. 377). For the Book of Mormon peoples,

3
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especially the Jaredites and the Lamanites, '"had a type of cuiture that
leaves little if anything behind it" (p. 370), being almost entirely nomadic
(-almost all" these people "are eligible for the title of 'migrating and nomad -
ic’ peoples''—p. 371; ever the Nephites were a ""mobile population' who
"were always wanderers in a strange land"—pp. 370, 371, also 118-120; in
fact, a "picture. . .of great fortified communal structures built in iarge
numbers at one time only to be soon deserted in a land that reverts to nomac -
ism, devoid of cultural remains. . ., is typically Nephite''—p. 374). That
the Book of Mormon civilizatiors, thus being mainly nomadic, could have
flourished in the New World and yet not-left behind any archaeological or
material evidence of their existence, is supported, according to the author,
by the fact that "many a great civilization which has left a notable mark in
[Old World] history and literature has left behind not a single recognizable
{archaeological] trace of itself'' (p. 366; ''that they existed there is not the
slightest doubt, yet some of the greatest have left not so much as a bead or
a button that can be definitely identified"—p. 371).

Two serious miscanceptions are apparent in the above argument.
First of all, the idea that the Bock of Mormon peoples were mainly nomadic
simply ignores the numerous indications in the Record to the contrary.
Although these peoples engaged in herding and some hunting (stressed by the
author to establish his view that they were nomadic), their basic economic
activity was unquestionably agriculture. The first thing their original
colonies did on reaching the New World was to plant the seeds they had

brought with them from the Old World, and to "'till the earth.'" Throughout
their history, references to their "tilling" or cultivating the earth, to their
'"grain'' and grain ''fieids’ and to their "crops, " far outnumber those to their

keeping of "flocks and herds' and to their hunting or to game animais. The
Nephite standard of vaiue in irade was a measure of barley (Al. 11:7,15), an
agricultural product—not cattle or hides, as we should expect ¢f a nomadic
herding people. But such agricultural peoples are tied to the soi!; they
necessarily favor a sedentary or settied life as opposed to the nomadic or
wandering life of peopies who are mainly herders or hunters. Consistently
“‘with this, the Book of Mormo=n refers time and time again to permanent
settlements of its peoples —''cities, " "towns, '* or ''villages,' with grain
fields round about—and only rarely to temporary settlements (tent encamp-
ments). This is true even of the more important portion of the Lamanites
(the most restless and warliike of the Book of Mormon peoples), who lived
in cities, towns, and villages just like the Nephites and the Jaredites. in
contrast to the less important group (not necessarily and probably not
""most of the nation' as claimed by the author, p. 120} who lived in tents

as nomads in the "wilderness' or unsettled regions. That these many
settlements were truly cermanent and not—as claimed by the author —
merely temporary clusters of ‘communal structures built in large numbers
at one time only to be soon deserted in a land that reverts to nomadism, "
is established by the fact that at ieast some of the more important of them
are indicated to have teer occupied continuously for hundreds of vears
(e.g. the cities of Nephi and Zarahemla), and at least in one case for some
two thousand years! (namely Moror, main settlement of the Jaredites)--
durations which compare well with those of permarent settlements of the
Old World and modern times. Consequently, we find that the Bock of Mor -
mon peoples, instead of having a '"type of culture [pameiy nomadic] that
leaves little if anything benind it, " as claimed by the auther, in reality had
cultures of mainly sedertary type, which-—as oroved by the results of
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archaeological excavation throughout the world—invariably leave behind
extensive material remains!

The other serious misconception of the author rendering invalid his
argument that the Book of Mormon peoples may not have left behind any
archaeological traces is his belief that nomadic hunting or herding cultures,
such as those of the Book of Mormony in his view, leave 'little if anything"
behind them—indeed, that '"a land that reverts to nomadism" (as regularly
occurred in the history of the Book of Mormon peoples in his view) is '"devoid
of cultural remains" (see above). Now all students of archaeology will
know that this claim is directly opposite to the fact. Even though ruins, or
the remains of buildings, are not ordinarily left behind by nomadic cultures,
the literature of archaeology is full of excavation reports and other descrip-
tions of material remains marking the camp or cave sites of such cultures- -
in fact, remains often of kinds that last almost indefinitely, and therefore
may easily survive from the time of the Book of Mormon cultures: stone
and bone implements, food-refuse heaps of mollusk shells and animal
bones, earthen burial mounds, and even (though much less frequently than
at the sites of permanent farming or urban settlements) skeletal remains of
the ancient hunters or herders themselves. Consequently, even if the Book
of Mormon peoples had been mainly nomadic--which we have seen they
were not--a great deal in the way of material remains or archaeological
traces of their existence would have had to be expected. The author's
attempt to bolster his argument with the flat statement that ""many a great
civilization'' of the Otd World (presumably nomadic like those--in his
claim--of the Book of Mormon) '"has left behind not a single recognizable
(archaeological) trace of itseif, " must be pronounced yet another unsupport-
able assertion. In light of the world-wide experience of archaeology
above noted with respect to remains of nomadic cultures (which are neces-
sarily even more extensive in the case of a '""great'" nomadic civilization),
we are justified in replying to this assertion that if not a single archaeolog-
ical trace of such great civilizations has been found despite extensive
excavation in their supposed regions of development, it is evident that thoseo
civilizations simply never existed!--in other words, they must be regardec
as merely figments of the imagination of the ancient writers--usually
poets--who speak of them. (As will be more fully noted later, ancient
writings are not always entirely reliable as sources of historical informa-
tion, and must be checked by the independent material evidence of archae-
ology. )

But the author continues his argument against the value of archae-
ology for the Book of Mormon, in comparison with his own philological
approach as developed in the present and preceding studies: Even if Book
of Mormon archaeologists do find remains of the Book of Mormon area and
period (he seems totally unaware, as previously noted, that such remains
-have already been found), these findings will not have any really decisive
result as to the claims of the Book of Mormon, i.e. will neither Prove nor
disprove these claims. For ''the most we can hope for (from archaeology]
are general indications of a Book of Mormon type of civilization—anything
more specific than that we have no% right to expect" (p. 373). It is unlikely,
for instance, that any particular known Book of Mormon city will ever be
identified from archaeological evidence, the reason given being the lack
of sufficient description in the Record itself —just as "from reliable Egyp-
tian lists we know scores of cities in Palestine whose very existence the
archaeologist would never suspect" (loc. cit.). Nor do we have a right to
expect the identification of any particular monument or artifact as of Jar -
edite, Nephite, or ancient Lamanite origin; e« but this need not surprise us,
for "actually the scarcity of identifiable remains in the Old World is even
more impressive' (p. 366).




These pronouncements, however, cannot be accepted. The fact is
that there is sufficient description in the Book of Mormon of some of its
cities for their definite archaeological identification. At any rate the Proptet
Joseph Smith appears to have thought so (see Times and Seasons, Oct. 1
1842, in which he proposes the identification of the ruins of Quirigua in
Central America as those of the Book of Mormon city of Zarahemla). In-
deed, it is very probable that one such city—despite the dictum of the
author —has already been archaeologically identified! (see August 23, 1954,
Newsletter, 22.02, '"The City of Bountiful Found ?'"'). The case of the
Egyptian lists of cities in Palestine cited by the author really does not
support his claim: in contrast to the Book of - Mormon, thereis no informa-
tion given in these lists as to even the approximate location of their cities,
the first requirement for their archaeological identification.

Moreover, in his denial of the possibility of ever identifying any
particular monument or artifact as Jaredite, Nephite, or ancient Lamanite,
the author is evidently unaware of the recent identification of an ancient
sculpture unearthed at the ruined city of Izapa in Central America as defin-
itely a monument of the Nephite civilization! (see the reviewer's article,
""An Unusual Tree-of-Life Sculpture from Ancient Central America" [the
Lehi#Tree-of-Life Stone], Bulletin _cg the University Archaeological Society,
No. 4, March, 1953, pp. 26-49). In asserting, to support this part of his
argument, that '""the scarcity of identifiable remains in the Old World is even
more impressive, ' the author becomes wholly irresponsible. The fact is
that the archaeological objects from sites of the Old World, as well as the
New, which have been definitely identified—i. e. which are definitely known
as to culture represented, place and time of origin, and purpose or use—
are beyond count, both those on display in museums and those described and
identified only in archaeological field reports.

Since the author is thus mistaken in his view that specific archaeolo-
gical identification of the Book of Mormon cities or antiquities will never be
possible, we must further conclude that, contrary to his assertion, archae-
ology definitely can prove the Book of Mormon, since such identifications
will constitute this proof. In fact, in his general contention that '"the
archaeologist can never have the final word" in questions of ancient nistory
such as raised by the Book of Mormon (p. 377), he is completely in error.

It is true that ""the archaeologist can never have the final word! with respect
to the absence of a particular trait in an ancient culture or region (nor, in
fact, can the documentary historian or philologist!). But on the other hand,
the archaeologist can and very often does have the final word with respect to
the presence of such a trait, 1.e. by his finding and identification of actual
material relics thereof; also with respect to the occurrence of a major evert
or development in the history of an ancient culture or region, and questions
of geography and dating (as inconsistently admitted by the author himself

on pp. 144-145, where he notes the fact that archaeological evidence has
definitely established the general date of the Dead Sea Scrolls) Archaeologr
also most surely has the final word with respect to the existence of an
entire ancient culture itself. At least this is so in the case of an urban
culture of many-centuries' duration, featured by numerous permanent set-
tlements, such as the civilizations of the Book of Mormon; it 1s inconceiva-
ble—and contrary to world-wide archaeological experience —that such civil -
izations could ever have existed without leaving behind some identifiable
remains.

Indeed, a serious misrepresentation of the value of archaeological
materials as sources of historical information must be charged to the
author. He quotes the admissions of various archaeoogists (pp. 368-369)
that (1) much archaeological material is of questionable value, and that
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(2) even material adequately recorded is often difficult to intetpret; and there-
upon unwarrantedly concludes for his reader that "half the material [of
archaeology] is useless and the other half can't be used"! Actually, although
it is true that much archaelogical material is of questionable value (because
of poor recording as to place of finding and stratigraphic and other context),

a very great quantity still remains, in all areas, the historical value of
which can hardly be questioned; and although this adequately-recorded mater -
ial is often difficult to interpret, much of it has or can be successfully used:
witness the imposing culture-histories which have been firmly established

by archaeological research in many parts of the world without the help of
ancient written records, ke. kg. in the preclassical Aegean region, in pre-
Roman Italy, in Bronze Age and Celtic central and northern Europe, and in
pre-European Peru and the Southwest and Eastern Mound Area of the United
States. The author's contention that '"material remains unaccompanied by
written texts are necessarily in themselves 'highly ambiguous material'"

(p. 369) does not hold when they occur in stratigraphic order or other dis-
tributional patterns or associations meaningful for culture-history, as in all
the above areas as well as all others where archaeological research is going
on, including those having ancient written records.

As a matter of fact ancient written records, in which the author has
such great faith, have often been proved to be quite unreliable (though others
have often been proved reliable) by archaeological checks; the likelihood of
at least some human error must always be kept in mind in using such
records: they are usuaily more or less biased accounts of events. and some -
times were consciously falsified. They should, therefore, be checked by
material archaeological evidence whenever possible. On the other hand,
the reliability of archaeolgical materials as historical evidence can hardly
be denied, since they constitute actual physical survivals of the events or
developments to which they owe their origin.

Consequently, the author's contention at the beginning of his work
and throughout, that documentary sources are more important than archaeo-
logical for testing ard confirming the historical claims of the Book of Mor -
mon and other scriptures (pp. 3, 4-6, 13), or that the "Old World' or
philological approach is more decisive than the "New World' or archaeologi-
cal (pp. 13-14, 377), cannot be accepted. A more accurate appraisal would
be that they are equally valuable. The documentary are certainly more
important and decisive, when available and decipherable or usable. But it
should be kept in mind that nearly all the more recently discovered of these
sources have been themselves archaeologically discovered (as the author
himself often acknowledges), and therefore archaeologically authenticate d,
also that their interpretation depends in large measure upon an understand-
ing of the cultural background of their authors as revealed in part by
archaeology; morever, since nearly all the history of its peoples is placed
by the Book of Mormon in the New World, the "New World" or archaeolo-
gical test of this history is bound to be at least as decisive as the "Old
World" or philological.

Limitations of space aliow only a few remarks here with respect to
the author's assertions on points of Book of Mormon geography.

These assertions are positive statements for which the author gives
little or doubtful evidence, or no evidence at all. On p. 242, for instance,.
he denounced '"the authority on...Book of Mormon geography, "' for unbridlad
license of speculation and airy weakness of evidence." But he gives no
example of such speculation, which would justify this harsh judgment. On




the other hand, in this assertion (along with others) he merely manages to
reveal his own unawareness of the actual status of the subject of Book of
Mormon geography. For this judgment can be applied only to some of the
published studies on the problem. The greater and more recent part of the
work on Book of Mormon geography consists of unpublished but well-substan-
tiated conclusions, apparently unknown to the author but known to all per-
sons with training and experience in the field of Book of Mormon archaeol-
ogy (the geography of the Book of Mormon, it should be noted, is mainly a
problem of Book of Mormon archaeology, since its final solution must come:
from the results of excavation). Nevertheless, this quick dismissal of the
work of others on the geographic problem clears the board for the author's
own views, the implication being that these views are the opposite of
speculation and have the support of strong evidence.

Unfortunately, however, we find that this is not the case. Thus on
p. 113 the author declares that '"certainly there is no doubt at all that the
Book of Mormon is speaking of desert most of the time it talks about wilder -
ness.' But what is the evidence given for this very positive conclusion? - -
merely the fact that (1) according to the Oxford Dictionary only one of the
four meanings of '"wilderness' is that of a region overgrown with vegetation
or covered with forest or jungle; and that (2) in the Bible "wilderness't al-
most always means desert. This is not evidence that points beyond doubt tc
the conclusion that in the Book of Mormon ""wilderness' usually means
desert. The Oxford Dictionary certainly does not rule out the possibility
that the "wildernesses' oI the Book of Mormon in the New World were regions
of forest or jungle, since it does give this as one of the meanings of the
term; and even though in the Bible ""wilderness' almost always means desert,
this of course is because the Near Eastern lands dealt with in the Bible
happen to have been almost always in or near the desert, while the New
World lands dealt with in the Book of Mormon could have been generally in
or near quite different—i. e. forested=regions (surely the Book of Mormon
peoples in the New World, in the face of a possibly different physical
environment, did not necessarily continue to use geographic terms such
as '"wilderness' with the same meaning—other than that of an unsettled
region—as in their Biblical homeland).

As a matter of fact, the evidence of the Book of Mormon itself
makes it quite clear that its "wildernesses' in the New World were general.y
not deserts as in the Near East but forest regions: references, for .example,
to "the forest" which covered the northern part of the land southward (gen-
eral land of Zarahemla including the land Bountiful) and apparently much
also of the southern highland part (general land of Nephi; Eth. 10:19) and
to '"the forests' in the region of the city of Nephi (e. g. Enos 3), also other
indications of a wet climate. Moreover, contrary to the author's argument
(pp. 340-344, 348-349), the rather open cowmtry of the region of the city of
Nephi—"forests'" (note the plural) were characteristic of this region——
does not necessarily mean that the rest of the Book of Mormon area was
similarly ' for the most part" open or unforested; this would conflict with
many indications in the Record to the contrary—one of which is inconsis-
tently quoted by the author himself (p. 294: "'the land southward . . . was
covered with animals of the forest, ' Eth. 10:19, previously cited here),
on the basis of which he refers, again inconsistently, to ''the forested land
to the south' (same page). Nor can we conclude with him that the Record
indicates that the region of the city of Nephi was "a very dry' or "arid
country, ' with desert wildernesses (pp. 342-344): the admitted presence
of forests, as well as lakes (waters of Mormon, waters of Sebus) and
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abundance of wild animals, all point instead to a climate of at least moder -
ate rainfall. (His main argument here is that the flight of the people of
Limhi from the city of Nephi into '"the wilderness, ' with their flocks and
herds" lC&/Ios. 22:,, surely would have left behind a well-marked trail, if
through jungle or forest; consequently, the statement that the Lamanite

army which pursued them for two days 'could no longer follow their tracks"
and were therefore '"lost in the wilderness' can be understood only if we
assume that the region was not ‘one of jungle or forest but of desert: "How
could their tracks hdve become lost to the swift and clever Lamanite track-
ers right behind them? Very easily in arid country, by winds laden with
sand and dust, which have rendered many an army invisable and effaced its
tracks. But never in a jungle." This conclusion, however, reveals a lack
of first-hand acquaintance on the part of the author with wet forest or jungle
country. The,reviewer, on the other hand, can testify from such first-hand
acquantaince fhaving traveled by foot and horseback in the trop:ical rain
forest of northern Central America) that the trail of a company of people with
-animals, even that of an army, traveling through a jungle can very

quickly be effaced or rendered indistinguishable by one of the frequent

heavy rain storms characteristic of such a country-—all foot and hoof tracks
are soomn obliterated in a sea of mud, and branches and twigs are broken
everywhere, leaving such signs valueless to pursuers for distinguishing the
trail. The editor of this Newsletter, who lived in Panama for a time, has
similar ‘testimony on this point: that on one occasion a wide pathway was

cut through the jungle of that region for the passage of heavy army equipmen:,
dut could not be found again the verv next day ) In view or this, the author's
further conclusion that the rest of the Book of Mormon area was also ""rather
drv,'" with desert wildernesses, is likewise unwarranted.

Again, the author's flat rejection of Central America as the area of
the Book of Mormon (or at least as the land southward, the region of the
early Nephite settlements: p. 343) must also be considered hardly more than
speculation: none of the reasons he gives to support this rejection can be
held to carry any weight as evidence. Thus one of them is his view, above
discussed, that the Book of Mormon area, contrary to Central America,was
'""for the most part'" open or unforested country and ''rather dry, ' conclusions
we have seen to be based upon weak evidence and even opposite the probable
facts. It may further be noted in this connection that Central America, although
generally forested as actually required by the Book of Mormon for the land
southward, is comparatively open and dry, like the region of Nephi, in the
very region where we must locate Nephi if Central America is a part of the
Book of Mormon area (northern Central America=the land southward in the
""Limited Tehuantepec'' identification), namely the highland region of north-
western Honduras and southeastern Guatemala!

A second reason he gives for his rejection of Central America as the
land southward of the Book of Mormon is that the Isthmus of Tehuantepec,
at the north end of Central America, is too wide to be the "small neck' or
'""narrow passage' of land which connected the land-southward division of the
Book of Mormon area with the land northward: "To call the Isthmus of Tehu-
antepec, one hundred and thirty miles wide, a 'marrow passage’ is of course
out of the question'" (p. 360). But this is not out of the question at all. Ai-
though the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, in its present width of 130 miles, may be
considered too wide to be described as a ''small neck of land" or '"narrow
passage' in the absolute sense, in the relative sense —i. e. in comparison
with the land areas on either side—it does fit these terms (and probably did
even more in ancient Book of Mormon times, as there is evidence of a con-
siderable regression of the sea on each side since those times)—else whv dc
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geographers designate it as an isthmus ?

A third and final reason given by the author for his rejection of Central
America is the—according to him—"immense length' of and "enormous dis -
tance involved' in a recorded journey from the city of Nephi to Zarahemla,
both of which were settlements in the land southward; i.e., a distance between
these points exceeding the extent of Central America (pp. 342-343). But this
journey turns out to have been that of a large company of men, women, and
children (the people of Limhi)—evidently on foot through forest at least a large
part of the way, with their provisions and '"flocks and herds' —of only some
21 days (since the similar journey of the people of Alma is explicitly indicated
to have required this period of time); which means that Nephi and Zarahemla
could not have been much over 300 miles apart (if this journey was accomplished
at a travel-rate of some 15 miles a day, a rather liberal estimate for such a
company, especially with "flocks and herds, ' journeying on foot through
forest), and probably not much over 250 (since a more likely estimate of the
travel-rate in this case would be ‘around ten miles  a day},
by the undoubtedly somewhat meandering route of this journey, or probably
not much over 200 miles by direct air-line! Consequently these cities, con-
trary to the author, could both very easily have been located in Central Amer:-
ca, which has an extent of over 1, 300 miles—and even in northern Gentral
America (1. e. the land southward according to the now widely accepted
Limited Tehuantepec or Mesoamerican identification of the Book of Mormon
area), which has an extent of over 650 miles.

Thus all three reasons advanced by the author for his rejection of
Central America as the land southward of the Book of Mormon have been
found to be invalid. We may add that in this claim he is also in disagreement
with the Prophet Joseph Smith, who concluded that Zarahemla, which was
in the land southward, was in Central America (loc. cit. ). Indeed, at the
end of his study the author even appears to disagree with himself on this point.
Whereas he asserts, in his argument against Central America, that "it 1s
plain. . .that our @ook of Mormorz] story does not take place in the jungles
of Central America'" (p. 343), he now writes inconsistently (p. 370): "But
what of the mighty ruins of Central America?. . .It is our conviction that
proof of the Book of Mormon does lie in Central America."

In conclusion, we may state that the major part of the work under
review, that dealing with the Book of Mormon in the light of Near Eastern
philology (the author's field of specialization), is of very considerable worth
to the student of the Book of Mormon. But the author has seriously reduced
the over-all value of his work, by including unacceptable discussions of Book
of Mormon archaeology and geography. These are subjects which, for
proper treatment, require specialization in a different field, namely. of course,
that of archaeclogy, particularly American archaeology.
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Hugh Nibley: Right about Time

Review by Ken Shelton
BYU Today Editor

Nibley on the Timely and the Timeless, essays
and introductions by Hugh W. Nibley, foreword by
Truman G. Madsen, Religious Studies Monograph
Series, Vol. I, Bookcraft, Inc., 1978, 323 pp., $8.95
hardback.

“Like butterflies caught in amber” is one
author’s description of “the revolutionary
insights that have come to modern cyes through
the ‘document explosion’ of recent decades.”
Hugh W. Nibley, alone, has supplied a keg or
two of dynamite. To be sure, he has contributed
his share of documents, and he has purused
countless more, ancient and modern, written in
several languages.

His comprehensive works constitute an
impressive outpouring. In this nicely crafted
volume, Nibley is condensed to 13 essays—nine
on timeless and four on timely issues—selected’
by a panel of colleagues. The “Foreword” by
Truman Madsen and Nibley’s own “Intellectual
Autobiography” arc worth the modest
admission price. But that's mostly milk. The

meatier matters are addressed in what follows.

—Moses Chapter 1: “The first chapter of the
Book of Moses commands the most boundless
wonder and esteem. It was brought forth in the
very month that the Book of Mormon came
from the press and no one less inspired than the
man who produced the one could have
produced the other.”

—The Expanding Gospel: “The proper
business ofthcology and philosophy is to
expand men’s knaw[m'ge of the gospcl .noman
may add to the scriptures {but] thati iniposes no
restriction on God.”

—Treasures in the Heavens: “One has here
below the opportunity of enhancing one’s
treasure in heaven by meritorious actions, and
also the risk of losing it entirely by neglecting it
in his search for earthly treasure.”

—Subduing the Earth: “Man’s dominion is a
call to service, not a license to exterminate. . . .
he is not a predator, a-manipulator or an
exploiter of other creatures, but one who
cooperates with nature as a diligent
husbandman.” )

—Genesis of the Written Word: “As members
of the human race we are bound to approach
the scriptures with new feelings of reverence
and respect. They are the nearest approach and
the best clue thus far discovered to the genesis of
the written word.”

—The Sacrifice of Isaac: “The close
resemblance between the sacrifice of Abraham
and Isaac, far from impugning the authenticity
of either story, may well be viewed as a
confirmation of both.”

—The Book of Mormon: A Minimal
Statement: “The Book of Mormon'is addressed
explicitly to our own age, faced by the same
[historical] predicament and the same
impending threat of destruction.

—Churches in the Wilderness: “The Dead.
Sea Scrolls bind the Old Testament and the
New Testament together as nothing else, and
almost all the Scrolls so far published show
remarkable affinity to thc Book of Mormon, as
well as the restored Church.”

—Their Portrait of a Prophet: “But why
should his critics not sce in Joseph Smith only
what they choose to see, since the: Mormons
themselves do the same?”

—Educating the Saints: “As thc strong man
loveth to run a race, so Brigham loved to
exercise his brains. . . [his] sanguine discourses
on education were meant to stir his pcople up
and shame them out of their intellectual
lethargy. Whether we like it or not, we are going
to have to return to Brigham Young’s ideals of
cducation.”

—Zeal Without Knowledge: “Zeal is the
engine that drives the whole vehicle, without it
we would get nowhere. But without clutch,
throttle, brakes and steering wheel, our mighty
engine becomes an instrument of destruction,
and the more powerful the motor, the more
disastrous the incvitable crack-up if the proper
knowledge is lacking.”

—Beyond Politics: “Politics, as practiced on
carth, bclongs to the ways of men; it is the
csscnual acuvny of the city—the city of man,
not the city of God.”

This volume is the first (of now 10) in the
Religious Studies series, and in my opinion, it’s
still the best. Because it’s one man’s bold
declaration, not a syndicated study or

anthologized symposium. L
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BOOKS

ZEAL IN QUEST
OF KNOWLEDGE

OLD TESTAMENT AND RELATED STUDIES
by Hugh Nibley
edited by John W. Welch, Gary P. Gilliam and Don E. Norton
Deseret Book Company, 1986, $15.95, 290 pp.

Reviewed by Keith E. Norman

TH[S BOOK IS the first of a projected eight-
volume senes of the collected works of
Mormondoms scnolar extraordinaire and
defender ot the faith ementus, under the spon-
sorship of the Foundauon for Ancient Research
and Mormon Studies. Volume One consists of
eleven essays and arucles wnten between the
vears 1956 and 1982. The subjects of these
arucles range from speculaton about pre-
Adamite pseudo-human inhabitants of the
planet o Chnsuan doctrinal developments in
the fourth century. Although only a few of the
enmes relate subsantvely o the Old Testua-
ment, and most of them have been published
previously. [ doubt that Nibley's devoted fans
will quibble over utles or duplications.

Certainly the hallmarks of Nibley's work are
here 1n abundance—the iconoclastic criticism
of the scholarly establishment, the brilliant and
creauve insights into ancient texts, the seem-
ingly limidess acquaintance with source mate-
nal, both primary and secondary, and the
assured vindication of the Mormon postidon. It
1s these fearures which guarantee that Nibley
will be entertaining and engrossing, no matter
how far over your head he is. For some forty
years he has been doing combat with the most
knowledgeable demactors of the faith, and this
retrospective series fittingly honors his heroic
stance and conmburions to Mormon scholar-
ship.

It is somewhat unfortunate, however, that

KEITH E. NORMAN has a Ph.D in early Chns-
uan studies from Duke University.

MARCH 1987 Sunstone

the intellectual salvos in Nibley's wntings tend
to overshadow the ethical and moral content.
since 1t s ¢he lauwer which s, | suspect, his
more imporant contnbunon. [n fact, Nibley is
pre-eminently qualified 0 wnte on the Old
Testament not so much because of his schol-
arly achievements, but because he has appro-
pnated the Old Testament propheuc spint. The
Hebrew prophet was usually something of an
eccenme, someone who swod outside the
political and ecclesiasucal power structure and
called society to task for its moral and spintual
fallings. They often tumed their sharpest
invective on just those achievements of which
the culture boasted, the values it had institu-
tionalized. Nibley uncannuly fits this mold. He
has never sought or acquired any personal
power base in Mormon society, but the enor-
mous respect he commands has allowed him
to become one of its sharpest critics, and one
whose barbs appear o be exempt from the
usual self- or Church-imposed PR constraints.
In recent years he has targeted such icons of
respectability as litigation, real estate develop-
ment and even the business management style
appropriated by the Church.

Characteristic of the scope of entries in this
volume is a talk delivered at the 1980 BYU
Women's Conference entitled “Patriarchy and
Matriarchy.” Here Nibley takes some irreverent
shots at the sacred bull of pamriarchal rule. Both
patriarchy and marriarchy are prone to corrup-
tion and must always be at odds, he points out,
because the basis of either system is the soug-
gle for power, 1o be Number One. Nibley's
comments on the Adam and Eve situation,
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attempting to show that in the beginning it w-
not so, are perhaps more enteriaining the
edifying, but he has more nasive things o
say. After a discourse on Macbeth as a pnme
example of “the perennial feud bétween
matnarchy and pamarchy,” Nibley cites our
prime-ume soaps as the epitome of our cul-
ture’s 1deals: glamorous careers, cut-throat
competition, easy money and exploitive sex.
Success and even survival in one’s career seem
inseparable from a paralyzing fear and anxiery
at the expense of idealism, compassion and
courage. Nibley defines careensm as “the
determination (o reign in hell rather than serve
in heaven.™ Was anyone ever so persuasive 1n
getting Mormon women to stay at home with
the kuds?

At his best. Nibley, assuming the mantle of
an Old Testament prophet, decnies our ambi-
uon, crueity, indifference and seif-nghteous
matenalism. His acerbic moral insight convicts
us and calls us to remembrance of an eternal
perspective and the need for repentance. Nib-
ley measures our modern, progressive and sci-
enafic values against Biblical sandards and
finds us and them wanung. Paraphrasing Isaiah
L:11 1n "Great Are The Words of Isaian.” he
says, “You are not going to appease God by
rying to buy him off, by going through th-
plous mouons of religious observances, vc
meeungs and temple sessions.” Neither wiu
Nibley let us off with restncung the application
of the prophet's words to animal sacnifices. as
the context would indicate. With similar pro-
phetc license, Nibley equates Isaiah's denun-
claton of oppression by the successful class in
his day with the dnve to maximize profit in
our own comperitive and predatory society.
Nibley's lsaiah takes on the beautiful people.
the party set, the fashion conscious, the law
courts, business high rollers, nauonal patnots
who put their faith 1n military might, and the
exploiters and polluters of narure. Such a
prophet, we suspect, would be less than enthu-
siasuc about the matenal successes of the
Church today. "God is not impressed by the
magnificent temples people build for him,"
Nibley reminds us. but by a contnite yet gener-
ous spirit towards those around us who are
suffering.

Unfortunately, the number of us who read
Nibley for his preaching is roughly similar to
the proportion of Playboy fans who read 1t
mainly for the articles. Nibley's intellecrual
point-making is what really catches our atten-
tion. And ironically, it is this very brilliance,
which so dazzles his avid readers, that is ;p':e
source of his weakness as a scholar. This {f*
side of Nibley's output is also evident in Olu
Testament and Related Studies, typified by his
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notorious selectuve proof-texung and tenden-
tous disregard of the evidence. or his sarcasuc
dismissal of arguments which do not support
his position. Missionanes and seminary stu-
dents are trained to proof-text, gathering only
those scriprural verses that appear to support a
parucular doctrine, without regard to the con-
text of the quotes. Burt although he possesses
more than enough sophistcaton and analyu-
cal ability 10 nise above such techniques, 1t
seems that Nibley's sandard methodoiogy
with virtually all his sources, scriptural or not,
is proof-texung, His glib freedom 1n wrenching
hitherto unimagined insights and novel con-
nections {rom ancient documents makes more
methodical scholars cringe. including many
who are equally devoted o Mormonism. But
the show 1s so much [un. and makes us feel so
good about our own convicuons, that we don't
bother o nouce or analyze the someumes
faulty apparatus. When Nibley slays a dragon,
never mind that 1t's made of papier-mache or
straw. that beast 1s dead!

Much of Nibley's work 1n this collection 1s
also marred by recurring lapses nto scripturai
literalism. In “Historicity of the Bible.” his
clarm that "the LDS people have always stood
between [the| two extremes” of Biblical funda-
men@iists on the one hand and hberalism on
‘he other seems promising. However, a later
statement that “all Latter-day Saints™ have been
amiliar wich che fact of “individualuty, contra-
dicuon and differentness™ in the Biblical litera-
ture leads us to wonder 1f he has been attending
the same priesthood and Sunday School
classes we have, the ones filled with masses of
stubborn LDS harmonizers But Nibley then
proceeds to cite a number of minority-view
scholars, often unidenafied, o the effect that
studies of recently discovered documents have
supported the Book of Mormon in vindicating
Biblical accounts, including the Tower of Babel
as the ongin of lingwisuc diversity, the single
authorship of Genesis, and the Biblical ume-
scale since Adam. But Nibley asks too much of
these documents: they may be capable of refin-
ing or even revising our understanding of the
historical setting of the Bible, but they can
hardly vaiidate the details. of the narrauves,
especially when they involve metaphysical
asseruons. That Jesus existed 1s no longer in
doubt (it never was, seriously), but the nature
of his being is sull a matter of faith, and no
unearthing or analysis of ancient documents
can alter that limitation on mortal knowledge.

Nibley also betrays his literalist bias in "Be-
fore Adam,” perhaps his most intriguing essay.
Despite his assurance that “Latter-day Saints
are the only Bible-oriented people who have
always been taught that things were happening
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iong. long before Adam appeared on the scene.”
he dismisses biological evolution as well as ex
nthilo creationism by a technique of over-
statement and caricature of these positions.
The implications that all scientists and anthro-
polegists are atheists is unwerthy of such an
eminent representanve of Mormon scholar-
ship. However. after rehashing the creanonist
argument that evolutionusts are sull disputing
the mechanisms of evolution and the piace of
pre-historic homumids (if they can't agree
among themselves. why should we take them
seriously?), Nibley takes a surpnisingly liberal
position with respect to Biblical mythology. He
recognizes that stories such as the Garden of
Eden and the Flood are visualized in nursery
tale fashion. and decnes the presumpuion that
the scniptures are somehow wrtten directly by
God and therefore the last word. From Noah's
perspective, “the whole earth™ was inundated
by the Deluge. but Noah's viewpoint was very
limited. Nibiey prefers Abraham’s account of
creaton (as revealed by Joseph Smuth) that the
Gods prepared the earth; they created the
potenual. but it developed (yes. even evolved)
to its current state over mullions of years.

But although Nibley makes allowance for
geologic time and the fossil record. he also
:risists on the historicity of the scnprural Adam
as the {irst man on earth, who had parucipated
in planning his future home 1n an earlier state.
Nioley knows {rom this scenano that the earth
was a very different sort of planet prior to the
Fall. and concludes that its inhabiants before
Adam were basicaily irrelevant to him. The
idea that pre-Adamic hominids are not ances-
tral to us atall 1s hardly new, but it leaves those
creatures, not to menuon those aeons of ume,
in something of a state of limbo. What 1s their
pownt? Where do they fit into the plan of
salvation? If evolution doesn't culminate in
human beings. is 1t meaningless? As a means of
prepanng the earth for humanuty, 1t 1s certainly
nefficient. Later 1n the arucle (p. 82). Nibley
hints that some of the human race may in fact
not be descendants of Adam. Perhaps recog-
nizing the extreme racist implications of such
speculation. Nibley wisely decides to “keep
{his] opinions 1n a low profile” on this point.

A number of arucles deal with the Dead Sea
Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi manuscripts,
which Nibley invanably manages to read as
proto-Mormon documents. It is here that his
scholarly gifts are most in evidence, but it is
also here that the selective distortions and
creative paraphrases run rampant. Unfortu-
nately, even sophisticated Mormon readers sel-
dom go beyond Nibley for enlightenment on
these texts and what they mean to the study of
early Chrisuanity. When the Gospel of Truth
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speaks of the Pleroma. the Gnostic ultra-being
out of which the hierarchy of lesser enunes
emanate, Nibley interprets this as referning to
the plurality of gods in the oneness of the
godhead. Similarly, he relates the “return to the
heavenly home™ mouf common in Gnostic
sources to Mormon docitrine, but fails to men-
tion its association with the ant-matenal bias
prevalent in Gnosucism, a feature quite anuth-
etical to Mormon theology

A certain amount of the blame for the mis-
use of source matenal in The Old Testament and
Related Studies must rest with the laxity of the
editors. This may be understandable in those
arucles. usually transcripts of speeches. which
lack footnotes altogether. For instance. n
“Uarolling the Scroils.” Nibley's liberai expan-
sion of a passage from ignatus menuons oniy
his letter to the Trailians. The actual text. (Tral-
lians, V' 1-2) refers to the early second century
3ishop ot Antioch's knowiedge ot “zhe piaces ot
the angeis and the gatnenngs of principaiues.”
2 phrase which 1s probabiy based on Jewish
mysucal cosmology Nibley's “quote” of ts
text grows to something that sounds remark-
ably like the Mormon concept of heavenly
degrees of glory. Since his expansion 1s within
the quotation marks atuributed to Ignatus. 1t
cannot be excused even as a paraphrase.
“Treasures 1n the Heavens. by way cf contrast.
1s heavily footnoted. but not much better docu-
mented. Note 19. for example. includes a refer-
ence to Colossians 2:26-27. but the chapter
ends with verse 23. This 1s a common enough
slip. but where were his editors? To cite a more
representative instance from the same article.
Nibley supports his argument that the Dead
Sea Scrolls teach the Mormon doctrine of pre-
existence by a reference to the Zadokite Docu-
ment 2:7. This passage. however, quite clearly
refers not to creaturely pre-existence but to
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God's foreknowledge. and in a manner which
smacks of pre-desunaunon: "He knew their
deeds before ever they were created.” And even
were he more circumspect in citng his sourc-
es. Nibley's eclectic proof-texting would not be
countenanced in any self-respecting graduare
seminar. But with 26 pages of footnotes follow-
ing an 18-page text, perhaps the quanuty of
documentaton is meant to compensate for
deficiencies in quality.

[ do not mean to belabor the faults of this
volume or my objections to Nibley's method-
ology. There are indeed many intriguing atfini-
tes between Mormon teachings and :soiated
portions of the ancient documents Nibley stud-
tes. It1s fun to read this book for those udbuts.
and the spice of his comments adds an undent-
able zest. But the compulsion to demonstrate
thereby the anuquity and legiumacy of our
doctrines leads 0 abuse and. :n iight of our
professed beitef 1n progressive reveiaton. .
a chip-on-the-shoulder atutude 1s quite unnzc-
essarv However. as the Church's ur::nical
apologist. Nibley operates on his own agenda
and 1s apparently quite indifferent to any pre-
tense of convenuonal scholarly objecuvity.
Certainly he has been a beacon of inspiration
and a powerful sumulus to several generatons
of wouid-be scholars among the Saints. mysell
included. Hopefuily some of his proteges wiil
be able w0 carry on his quest for knowiecge
without compromising either their commut-
ment to Gospel truth or to scholarly integrty
In spite of my cavils. | cannot resist the :ntel-
lectual and spiritual romp provided by almost
anything Hugh Nibley writes. Sull. we need :0
listen more attenuvely to his call o renounce
the comfortable values of the worlid. rather than
turning to him just to stroke our religrous
prejudices.
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Since Cumorah: The Book of Mor-
mon in the Modern World. By Hugh

Nibley. (Salt Lake City: Deserel
Book Company, 1967, 451 pp.,
$4.95.)

It is evident from the work

demonstrated in Since Cumorah that
Hugh Nibley not ounly did a great
deal of research but that he is
probably a very competent scholar in
the field of ancient documents and
their languages. It is equally evident
that this knowledge has not made
him at all objective or critical in the
sphere of his own religion. Typical of
such works, Since Cumorah displays
both confident scholarship and the
tritest of religious defenses,

The preface is perhaps the best
part of the book, for here the scholar
is most active. His objective is to
impress us with the truth of the
Book of Mormon on the basis of
ancient  documents found since
Cumorah. He shows clearly the
potential to be a pgood religious
thinker while dealing with the prob-
lem of proof:

When, indeed, is a thing
proven? Only when an indi-
vidual has accumulated in his
own  consciousness enough
observations, impressions,
reasonings and feelings to
satisly him personally that it is

80.... The impressions that

build up to definite proof are

themselves  non-transferrable

(p. viii).

But the potential is never de-
veloped. Whereas in the preface he
acknowledges that science is of
necessity a process of developing,
refining, and discarding theories, in
the text itself he frequently falls
bick on the two standard (and con-
tradictory) attacks conservative re-
lgion always makes on scientists:
they think they know all the
answers, and they themselves admit
their complete ignorance. He exhibits
asimilar distrust of doccors of scrip-
wrl and secular law [lamiliar to
readers of the Book of Moimon.

The great mass of data he draws
together would be impressive if he
did not try so hard to impress us
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with il. His technigue is like that
often used in student termn papers.
When the student senses n weakness
in his argument, he puts quotation
marks around a few words in every
sentence and foolnoles them to
demonstrate the weight of authority
his argument carries. The result is a
long list of footnotes to phrases
which contribute little to the ques-
tion at hand.

The value of his dala is further
suspect because of the way he de-
velops many of his arguments. A
prime example worth examining in
depth is his section on “The Isaiah
Question.” He begins by attempting

to disparage lIsaiuh scholars by
emphasizing their most farfetched
speculations.  He then uses Otlo

Eissfeldt, the eminent Old Testament
scholar, as authorily for saying that
no part ol Isaiah can be definitely
dated and thus that its disunily is
mere speculation. Acuually, he lels
us, Eissfeldt sees the resemblance
between chapters 1-39 and 40-55 as
being just as close as that between
56-66 and 10-55. The dissimilarities
may be casily accounted for. The
implication abviously s that
Eissteldt sces Isaiah as a basic unity.

Nibley offers his own (heory that
Isaiah is, indeed, a basic unity which
has merely been elabovated by his
disciples but with no major divisions:

[t is further significant that the
only  passages  [rom  lsaiah
quoted in the Book of Mormon
are chapters 2-14 and 18-54.
This  correspouds  surprisingly
to the major divisions of Isaiah
on which the scholurs have
most widely agreed, i.e., chap-
ters 1-13 as the original Isaiah

collection and 49-55 as the
authentic Deutero-Isaiah  [no

footnote]. Only these two sec-
tions are quoted in the Book of
Mormon. Why does Nephi, the
passionate devotee, as he pro-
claims himsell, of the writings
of Isaiah, quote only from
these two blocks of those writ-
ings? Can it be that they rep-
resent what pretty well was the
writing of lsaiah in Lehi’s
time? (pp. 142-143).

If we are willing to stretch a point far
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enough, his logic is at least allowable,
but not his use of Eissfeldt, as is clear
in the following comparisons.

Nibley says:

Thus, Eissfeldt can now tell us
that references to Cyrus or
Babylon do not necessarily
date the chapters or even the
verses in which they appear,
the passages being so typically
“Isaian’’ that the names may
well be later substitutions (p.
140).

Eissfeldt says:

... that xl-lxvi...could not
derive from the prophet Isaiah
who was active in the eighth
century, but must be at-
tributed to a prophet who ap-
peared in the sixth century.

The grounds for this dating of
xl-Ixvi, or more precisely,
actually only of xl-lv are in-
deed decisive: the mention of

Cyrus...; Babylon (not As-
syria) threatened with down-
fall .. .; the peculiarities of

linguistic usage and of thought
(Otto Eissfeldt, The Old Testa-
ment: An Introduction. 1965,
p. 304).
Nibley:

As Eissfeldt sums it up, in spite
of all differences there are
‘“‘very strong stylistic and his-
torical resemblances between
40-55 and 56-66," and yet
‘“the _ relationship between
chapters 1-39 and 40-55 is just
as close...and the re-
semblances include even peculi-
arities’’ (pp. 143-4).

Eissfeldt:

We have already seen (p. 304)
that the chapters Isa. xl-Ixvi
cannot derive from the Isaiah
who was active in the second
half of the eighth century, but
must be two centuries laler (p.
332).

It is thus completely clear that
Isa. lvi-lxvi does not derive
from the lsaiah of the eighth
century whose preaching is
contained in i-xxxix of his
book, any more than does xl-lv
(p. 345).

The misleading effect of the entire
section is evidenced in the con-
clusions drawn from it by Chris
Hartshorn, as is discussed by Bruce
Lindgren in his letter in Courage,
June 1971, pp. 264-5.

Nibley’s religious scholarship is
also questionable in his approach to
scripture. He asserts, for example,
that “...we are now told that
canonization may have relegated to
the Apocrypha a good deal of
genuine scripture’ (p. 37). The asser-
tion is impossible since writings only
properly become scripture when a
community has accepted them as
sacred through some process of
canonization. It is as though scrip-
ture falls out of heaven (a common
error).

Similarly, he apparently has no
understanding of how the Gospels
developed:

The very ‘“‘multiplicity of the
Gospels,” is adequate evidence
that someone has been manip-
ulating the records.

Today the experts think
they have a pretty good idea of
the sort of people responsible.
They were people who had
received the pospel from Lhe
apostles, but immediately after
the passing of the apostles
proceeded to make basic altera-
tions, deliberately disregarding
some of the most important
teachings (pp. 29-30).

This completely misconstrues the
entire modern approach to the
synoptic problem by its apparent
assumption that the development,
passing on, and recording of oral
tradition is equivalent to intentional
distortion. Similar problems appear
in his attempt to justify the Mormon
bent toward secrecy by depicting
primitive Christianity as gnostic and
secretive.

The only section of the book
which could really be said to have
value is Chapter 12, which has no
footnotes. Here Nibley tries to con-
vey what he sees to be the message of
the Book of Mormon to mankind. He
is occasionally trite and naive; but
there is no doubt that he feels deeply
what he is trying to say and out of
this comes an occasional insight
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worth noting, such as the following
one on love:

... for charity there is no
bookkeeping . .  no deals,
interests, bargaining, or ulterior
motives; charity gives to those
who do not deserve and ex-
pects nothing in return; it is
the love God has for us, and
the love we have for little
children, of whom we expect
nothing but for whom we
would give everything (p. 383).

Who can argue with that?
Robert Mesle

Robert Mesle is a senior in the
Special Studies curriculum at Grace-
land College, Lamoni, lowa.
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B. H. ROBERTSS VOICE FROM
THE DUST

STUDIES ON THE BOOK OF MORMON

by B.H. Roberts. Ed., Brigham D. Madsen
University of Illinois Press, 1985
Hardback, 375pp., $21.95

—

BY NOW THE ecssential content of this
book will be known to many SUNSTONE read-
crso it was a bestseller in the Mormon market
and surred up a firestorm ol controversy in the
<hurch's more conservauve circies. Essenuaily,
these works represent previously unpublished
and little known studies of the Book of Mor-
mon that Roberts undertook in the early 1920s,
partly at the behest of the First Presidency.

The first study. “Book of Mormon Difficul-
tes,” was Roberts’s attempt to answer questions
ol a lingwistic and archeological nature that
invesuigators put to the First Presidency. As the
“in house” intellectual who had earlier dis-
cussed some of these issues in his New Witness
for Christ in the Americas, Roberts was given the
task of preparing a response.

Atabout the same time, Roberts also under-
took a longer and more potentially explosive
study of the possible origins of the Book of
Mormon. Entitled “A Study of the Book of
Mormon,” this study involved a detailed com-
parison between the Book of Mormon and
Ethan Smith's View of the Hebrews. Roberts
argued two points in extensive deuil. First, he
claimed that Ethan Smith's book was probably
known to Joseph prior to the production of the
Book of Mormon and that if it was not, the
general theory of the Hebrew origins of the
American Indians was so well known in the
arca where Joseph came of age that he was
almost certainly familiar with the basic story-

RICHARD SHERLOCK is an associate professor
of philosophy at Utah Statc University.

SEPTEMBER 1987

Reviewed by Richard Sherlock

linc. Second. Roberts showed that there are
extensive similarties between ithan Smith's
work and Josepii's in the generai <iories and
cven in speaific events. From these observa-
tons. Roberts concluded thar the Book of Mor-
mon could have been produced by . reiiglously
fertile, biblically sawrated mind tsuch as
Joseph’s) working on the basic storyline pro-
vided by Ethan south

For Mormon orthodoxy this s dvnamite
Roberts wis notan outstder Iike Thonas ODea
or an apostate hike Frank Cannen or the Tan-
ners. By this time. he had been a General
Authority for nearly forty vears. and a decade
later he died in the liem embrace ol the Church
and gospel. But the conclusion which he rea-
ched was simply not the orthodoxy ol his
church or its people. It is litrle wonder these
studies  have remained unpublished
recently nor that he was troubled by their
contents.

Despite the claims of some critics. these
studies are well edited by Brigham Madsen
with a trenchant introductory essay by Sterling
McMurrin. For the most part, Madsen's. intro-
duction was as good as it could be under the
circumstances, since he was denied access to
the extensive Roberts papers held in the
Church Archives. He did not need to report on
everything that Roberts said about the Book of
Mormon. He did what a responsible cditor
should do and let Roberts speak for himself
through his work. Furthermore. it would have
been irresponsible to try to argue with Roberts's
conclusions in this work, cven il he thought

unul
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Roberts was wrong. The reader should be
allowed to confront Roberts directly and form
his or her own conclusions.

The real problem in Studies of the Book of
Mormon is not with the editorial work but with
Roberts's argument and conclusions. He does
not argue that the Book of Mormon must be a
nineteenth-century  product. or that Joseph
copied Ethan Smith. Rather, he concludes that
there is a paucity of serious evidence to support
the Book of Mormon and that a fertile religious
imagination like Joseph's could have used Ethan
Smith’s story line to create a different book. i.e.,
the Book of Mormon. Essentially, Roberts
believed that. on the basis of the best evidence
available, one could not be certin that the
Book of Mormon was what the Church claimed
it to be. The archeological and linguistic cvi-
dence did not support it; the story could have
been adapted from other sources; and the the-
ology was heavily reminiscent of Christianity
in early nineteenth century America.

These possibilities that so troubled Roberts
cannot be answered by the sorts of research
that Mormon scholars have traditionally done.
At best, the studies sponsored by the Founda-
tion for Ancient Research in Mormon Studics
(FARMS) demonstrate one possible zcenario
that would place the Book of Mormon i an
ancent Amenican sceang, But no inyvpothencai
reconstruction such as this can lead w any
degree of certainty about the origins of the
Book of Mormon. More significandy, once
Roberts adimits that Joseph could have written
the Book of Mormon by himsell. he has broken
i a fundamental way with the vaditnonal view
of the text However, Roberts never lost his
tesumony of the gospel or his commitment to
the Church. He tried to get some of his breth-
ren to confront squarely the issues he raised,
but when he failed he simply continued to
tnstruct the Saines and preach the gospel in
every way he could

What he seems to have been searching for
was a way to remain committed to the Book of
Mormon as a definitive religious text while not
knowing for sure whether it has any ties to the
history of ancient America. Roberts never
resolved this tension between historical evi-
dence and religious commitment, but out of all
the work of the new Mormon historians, the
questions Roberts asked are clearly the most
seminal of all. By asking the questions that few
have even contemplated. he pointed the direc-
tion in which an intellectually commirtted and
[aithful Mormonism must go. For this rcason
his work here will be read in a hundred years
when much of the history we have written
today is ignored.
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OUR BOOK OF MORMON

(Dr. Sidney B. Sperry. Stevens &
Wallis, Salt Lake City, Utah.
287 pages. $2.50.)

ROFESSOR SPERRY has written a forth-

right, methodical study of the Book
of Mormon that hews to the line and
never flinches. With refreshing direct-
ness the author raises and answers
searching but simple questions one after
another that surprise the reader by
their obviousness and almost alarm him
with the sense of his own ignorance.
The strange story of the wandering
Moroni, the fate of the Urim and Thum-
mim, the nature of the Nephite Church,
God's dealings with the world at large.
to which he vouchsafes revelation of
a sort—point after point of long-neg-
lected lore is put on display, much of
it for the first time, by the researches
of Dr. Sperry. No one is better quali-
fled to handle such material than he.
The last man in the world to “go over-
board” for any one theory, Professor
Sperry never temporizes and never
quibbles; the tricks and pitfalls of
rhetoric he avoids like the plague. The
result is a plain, almost blunt take-it-
or-leave-it classroom discourse which
for all its simple honesty exercises a
strange fascination on the reader. Per-
haps the principal reason for this is the
way the book is interlined with quota-
tions from the Book of Mormon itself:
no mere hints and phrases but whole
pages to remind the reader again and
again of the weight and power of that
great and compelling book—a mighty
revelation which we neglect at our
peril. Dr. Sperry's persistent campaign
in its behalf deserves nothing but praise.
The value of Our Book of Mormon is
enhanced by the welcome addition of
a scripture index, a substantial aid to
the student that is all too rarely met
within our Church writings.—Dr. Hugh
Nibley, Assistant Professor of History
and Religion, Brigham Young Univer-
sity.

THE IMPROVEMENT ERA
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Mormons and Modernism by siyee Christensen

“So pale grows Reason at Religion’s sight,
So dies, and so dissolves in supernatural light.”

Leonard Arrington: Brigham Young:
American Moses; Alfred A. Knopf;
New York.

Richard L. Bushman: Joseph Smith
and the Beginnings of Mormonism;

University of [linois Press; Urbana,
IL.

Jan Shipps: Mormonism: The Story
of a New Religious Tradition;
University of Illinois Press; Urbana,

IL.

Emest H. Taves: Trouble Enough:
Joseph Smith and the Book of
Mormon; Prometheus Books:
Buffalo, NY.

T w0 Tolstov called \Mormonism
L“the American religion™ and as-
cribed to it the potential of beconung a
world power. But the “\Mormon”
Church—properly, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—is
today still not a major world religion.
and its status in America has been
problematic from the beginning. Early
on. persecution persuaded the Mlor-
mons to leave the United States for
Mexican territory. But even before
they reached their Rocky Mountain
retreat, the Mexican War changed the
boundaries and brought the Latter-day
Saints back under the red, white, and
blue. The subsequent conflict with
Federal authorities over polvgamy and
the political power of Church leaders
was intense. Federal officials actually
seized all Church property in the late
1800’s. But after Church leaders
ended the practice of polvgamy in
1890 and withdrew from politics, per-
secution finally ceased, and Mormons
began to take their place in modern
America.

Specifying just where that “place”
now is, though, is not easy. Geograph-
ically, the popular perception of Mor-

Bryce Christensen is assistant editor
of Chronicles of Culture.

8/CHRONICLES OF CULTURE “o\..§Q .

—John Dryden

monism as a “Utah Church” is no
longer accurate: only about a fifth of
the Church’s fve million members
now live in Utah, and almost half live
outside of the U.S. and Canada. Iden-
tifving the Church’s position within
the contemporary American religious
spectrum is even more difficult. On
social issues, Mormons seem to have
found a spot within the “‘religious
right”: a Mormon senator and bishop,
Orrin Hatch, has been a leader in the
antiabortion fight; Gloria Steinem has
called the President of the LDS
Church the single most important

“Has the day of miracles
ceased? Or have angels
ceased to appear unto the
cluldren of men? Or has he
withheld the power of the
Holy Ghost from them? Or
will he, so long as time
shall last, or the earth
shall stand, or there shall
be one man upon the face
thereof to be saved?
Behold I say unto you,
Nay.”

—The Book of Mormon

man in the defeat of the ERA; and
Jerry Falwell identifies Mormons as
one of five groups whose views make
them natural members of his Moral
Majority. Given the Church’s history
of polygamy, there is considerable
irony in Southern fundamentalists’
asking Mormons to help in defending
traditional morality. There is irony,
too, when descendants of secessionists
ask the great-grandchildren of would-
be emigrants to join in the cause of
patriotism.

Besides these ironies, there is con-
siderable tension within these tactical
alliances. For religious conservatives
usually take doctrine—not just
morality—seriously, and LDS doc-

45

trine diverges sharply from that of
mainstream Christianitv. Many Chris-
tians consider Mormons heretics,
while some even call them non-
Christian. Jan Shipps, a non-Mormon
professor of religious studies at Indiana
University, concludes her insightful
analysis of the faith with the judgment
that because Mormons accept the
Bible and worship Jesus Christ as the
only Savior of mankind, their Church
must be regarded as “a form of corpo-
rate Christianity.” Yet she observes
that Mormonism does not fit in any of
the “standard categories™ used for clas-
sifving other Christian groups. Mor-
monism is decidedly a “new religious
tradition.” one that “differs from tradi-
tional Christianitv in much the same
way that traditional Christianity . . .
came to differ from Judaism.”

To clarify just what Shipps means, it
is necessary to enter the little-known
world of NMormon doctrine and histo-
rv. Both begin with Joseph Smith, a
raw farm bov born in Vermont i 1505
but raised in upstate New York. Begin-
ang at the age ot 14, the voung Joseph
was to claim spiritual experiences of an
extraordinary sort. Confused about
which church to join, he claimed to
have learned in a vision of the Father
and Son that all existing churches
were apostate and that he would be the
Lord’s instrument for restoring Christ’s
church to the earth. Three vears later
he claimed to have been visited by an
angel named Moroni, who told him of
buried gold plates upon which was
inscribed a history of God's dealings
with ancient inhabitants of the New
World. Published in 1830 as a miracu-
lous translation of that record, The
Book of Mormon told of a group of
[sraelites who were led to the Americas
by the prophet Lehi shortly before the
fall of Jerusalem in 600 B.C. Once in
the Western hemisphere, this group
split into a barbarous, infidel nation,
the Lamanites, and a civilized, reli-
gious people, the Nephites. Visited by
the resurrected Jesus Christ after His
ascension from Palestine, the Nephites
eventually desert the faith, however,
and are destroved by the Lamanites,
leaving behind only their sacred
record.

But The Book of Mormon marked



only the beginning of Smith’s minis-
trv. Claiming ordination by angelic
visitation—first by John the Baptist
and then by Peter, James, and John
__Smith organized the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
1830 in Favette, New York, with six
members. As the prophetic leader of
this Church, Smith ordained new
apostles of Christ and wrote additional
scripture in the Doctrine and Cove-
nants and Pearl of Great Price. Added
to by his successors, these new revela-
tions identifv the familv as an eternal
unit. enjoin vicarious baptism for the
dead, define a premortal existence for
men as spirits, and (what is most offen-
sive to some Christians) announce that
as offspring of God men may hereafter
become like their Father.

Because of the sweeping nature of
his claims, it is difficult to halt be-
tween two opinions of Joseph Smith.
It is no help that his status— prophet
or fraud—depends upon the authen-
ticity of several events in which very
‘ew shared directly: three others testi-
ned that thev had seen Moroni and the
plates: eight men swore they had seen
the plates. in this regard, Shipps ob-
serves, Mormonism parailels early
Christianity, which began with “the
storyv of the resurrection of Jesus with-
out supporting it with objective evi-
dence obtamed from persons outside
the incipient Christian community.”
The consequence is that “despite the
availability of an enormous body of
primary source material, early Mor-
monism has proved to be almost im-
pervious to objective study.”

Just how unattainable objectivity is
in viewing Mormonism mayv be seen
bv contrasting the two recent books on
Joseph Smith by Richard Bushman
and Ernest Taves. Bushman, a Mor-
mon, has written the history of a man
of God. Taves, a rationalist, has writ-
ten an exposé of-a charismatic liar. As
a Latter-day Saint myself, I am natu-
rally more sympathetic to Bushman's
book, but I think most readers would
agree that Bushman's volume benefits
from the comparison. A professor of
history at the University of Delaware
and a recipient of the Bancroft and Phi
Alpha Theta Prizes, Bushman works
from a broad bibliography and effec-
tivelv anticipates many of Taves's argu-
ments. A psvchiatrist and contributor
to Playboy and Galaxy, Taves has

obviously written his journalistic work
quickly, drawing heavily upon a few
avowedly anti-Mormon sources and
simply ignoring most Mormon schol-
arship. Mormons will be amused that
Taves takes the apostate Oliver
Cowdery as a reliable witness against
the Church, apparently unaware that
Cowdery later repented and rejoined
the faith. As a skeptical biography of
Joseph Smith, Taves's work is clearly
no improvement over Fawn Brodie’s
No Man Knows My History (1945).

The most serious deficiency of
Taves's book, though, lies in its con-
clusion, which argues that the Church
would be little affected if Church lead-
ers were to redefine The Book of Mor-
mon as “a work of imaginative fiction”
and repudiate Joseph Smith's claims to
supernatural revelation. “Surely the
vitality of the church is sufficient to
ensure its continued existence and
growth under this different formula-
tion."” Perhaps the editors at Promethe-
us Books (a steady supplier of antirelig-
ious “humanist” works) believe this.
Probably many liberal Protestant theo-
logians do, too. But most readers will
find Taves's conclusion harder to be-
lieve than an angel and gold plates.

Most people know verv well what
has happened to denominations that
have redefined the Resurrection as an
imaginative or political allegory. The
pews are emptv. Intelligent readers
may not accept Bushman's faith, but it
is hard to reject the conclusion he
appends to his account of the boy
prophet and Moroni: “The strength of
the church, the vigor of the Mormon
missionary movement, and the staying
power of the Latter-dav Saints from
1830 to the present rest on belief in the
reality of those events.”

In the face of persecution that con-
tinued even after the murder of Joseph
Smith in 1844 by a hostile mob, those
without a sincere faith in The Book of
Mormon found other creeds. The be-
leaguered faithful followed the
Church’s senior apostle, Brigham
Young, across the frozen Mississippi
River in February of 1846 and then on
to the mountains of Utah. During the
next 40 vears 150,000 Saints traveled
the Mormon Trail, thousands with
nothing but handcarts.

The man who directed this exodus
was a 28-vear-old cabinetmaker and a
dissatisfied Methodist when his sister

46

first gave him a copv of The Book of
Mormon left by a traveling missionary.
He began his investigation of Mor-
monism supposing that its precepts
would leave undisturbed his convic-
tion that “Jesus Christ had no true
Church upon the earth.” He later
related: “I found it impossible to take
hold of either end of [Mormonismj; 1
found it was from eternity, passed
through time, and into eternity.” Bap-
tized and ordained an elder in 1832,
Young never thereafter wavered in his
defense of the Church and became
one of Joseph Smith's most trusted
advisers.

As he appears in Leonard Arring-

ton’s definitive biography (written
from within the faith), Young is a
“powerful personality” but not an im-
portant revelator. Since his work
added little to the canon reopened by
Joseph Smith but resulted instead in
several hundred Latter-dayv Saint com-
munities in the Great Basin, Young
might perhaps be better viewed as an
Amencan Joshua than an American
Moses. But as with joshua, Young
could verform his work of colonmzing
only because a previous prophet had
given him and his people new scrip-
ture. While still living in dugouts, the
Saints named their towns for Book of
Mormon people and places and began
building granite temples.

Even in the 20th century, few \Mor-
mons have accepted Taves's invitation
to “join the rest of the world” in world
view. As Shipps observes, Mormon-
ism refuses to At into the “post-
Enlightenment setting” defined by sci-
ence and the Protestant Reformation.
Mormonism may indeed be one of
America’s least “modern” faiths. In a
time of specialized professionalism,
the LDS Church operates with a lay
clergy and no professional theologians.
Fathers baptize and confirm their own
children and ordain their sons, while
farmers, businessmen, and physicians
serve as bishops. In an era of feminism
and vouth rebellion, Mormons insist
that “the patriarchal order™ is divinely
ordained and ask their voung men to
sacrifice two vears in missionary serv-
ice. As progressive denominations re-
spond to sin and doctrinal deviation
with “understanding” and “tolerance,”
Mormons excommunicate. While
vuppies perfect the art of private con-
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sumption, Mormons build large
families—and search their genealogy.

But the most anachronistic feature
of Mormonism may be its continuing
openness to the miraculous. Bushman
makes the point that since the 18th
century most Christian denominations
have rejected the possibility of super-
natural events not recorded in the
Bible. Mormons offend fundamental-
ists and agnostics alike by violating
this Enlightenment-Christian synthe-
sis with their talk of angels, healings,

prophecy, and revelation in our time.
Caring little for the contemporary “au-
thenticitv” of existential doubt, Mor-
mons individually affirm that their
faith has been miraculously confirmed
by a witness from the Holv Ghost
received in answer to praver. Even
professional Mormon scholars such as
Bushman and Arrington would ex-
plain that such revelatory experiences
are as essential to their faith as docu-
mentary research, empirical evidence,
or hermeneutical logic.
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The ways of explaining Mormon-
ism'’s anomalies remain irreconcilable.
Skeptics continue to see adherents as
the dupes of both frst-century and
19th-century impostures; many tradi-
tional Christians suspect heresy and
worse; while Latter-day Saints testifv
that they follow prophets of God and
the Holy Spirit. Short of the Judg-
ment, public agreement seems possi-
ble only on the undeniable proposition
that Mormons are set against the spirit
of the age. oc
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REVIEW OF ERNEST TAVES'
BOOK OF MORMON STYLOMETRY

by John L. Hilton

Trouble Enough: Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon. By ERNEST
H. TAVES. (Buffalo, New York, Prometheus Books, 1985. xi +
280 pp. $19.95).

[Editor’s Introductory Note: The following letter and
accompanying critique of the stylometric studies of Ernest Taves
have been sent to F.A.R.M.S. by John L. Hilton. Hilton and his
colleagues, who have been actively involved in stylometric
analyses of the Book of Mormon for several years, plan in the
near future to complete their own extensive and thorough
stylometric study of Book of Mormon texts. The following general
review of Taves’ book serves to introduce John Hilton’s more
detailed remarks.

Most of Ernest Taves’ Trouble Enough is not concerned
directly with the Book of Mormon, but with the biography of
Joseph Smith. Taves writes with an engaging but liberal
Journalistic style, acknowledging frequently the strong biases of
the historical witnesses he quotes, yet invariably following
those that fit best into his story line--one which attempts to
unify Joseph Smith’s story through psychiatry, along the lines of
Fawn Brodie’s No Man Knows My History (1945), upon which he
heavily depends. 1In Taves’ biography, the Book of Mormon figqures
as a small part of the psychological diagnosis: inter alia,
Joseph had a fertile, inventive imagination, an inability to tell
a story the same way twice, a poor sense of judgment, delusions
of power and legal autonomy, a tendency to run away from
problems, influential hypnotic powers, and a strong need for
female companionship. For Taves, the writing of the Book of
Mormon was a joke that got out of hand.

Taves' account is eclectic. For example, he uses Prince (p.
60) but ignores Theodore Schroeder’s refutation of Prince in
American Journal of Psychology 30 (1919), 66-72. 1In his
historical chapters, Taves variously depicts the Book of Mormon
as being written by Joseph Smith, from an unknown Spaulding
manuscript, "worked over" by Oliver Cowdery, influenced by Sidney
Rigdon, etc. (chs. 4-5). Inconsistently, his stylometric work
(chs. 23-25) sets out to prove Joseph Smith the sole author.

Stylometry is the statistical comparison of certain
identifiable word-habit frequencies in two texts to determine the
probability of their common authorship. This science is still
open to skepticism, for several reasons, e.g., writing behaviors
may change substantially over time and from subject to subject.
Significant results appear obtainable in many cases, but only
when the tests are run very carefully. Many interesting projects
are now underway.
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Using his understanding of stylometry, Taves claims to find
similarities between three sections of the Book of Mormon and the
Book of Abraham. To the extent these similarities exist, this is
perhaps not surprising, since both are works which Joseph Smith
claims to have translated. While generously recognizing that his
tests are not conclusive, Taves hopes that his stylometric work
will be a "considerable advance on previous examinations" (p.
260) .

Many problems and errors make it unlikely that this hope will
be realized. For example, (1) he excludes the Genesis material
from the Book of Abraham but apparently does not exclude the
Isaiah material from the book of Mosiah (this can only be
presumed, since Taves has not specified which texts from the
middle of the book of Mosiah he selected). (2) He seems very
willing to inconsistently label divergent phenomena as
"anomalous." For example, places where the phrase "the
wilderness" occurs at the end of sentences are deleted from the
text sample (p. 248), since this happens to be a characteristic
of 1 Nephi but not Mosiah. This seems arbitrary; of course,

1 Nephi talks about "the wilderness" (actually the phrase occurs
about 171 times in varying frequencies in many parts of the Book
of Mormon); and this deletion must to an extent skew the
remaining data. (3) Many of his conclusions depend on averaging
or homogenizing the differences between his three Book of Mormon
sections. Similarities between the Book of Abraham and the
average results for Taves’ three Book of Mormon sections are
noted, but differences among the three Book of Mormon sections
are not. (4) Taves has ignored classificatory and purported
differences of authorship within the texts. He treats all three
sections as if they were all written in one style by one person.
(5) Arithmetic errors are apparent, for example in Table 24.8 on
p. 240. (6) One is disquieted by the high frequency of tests for
which Taves finds that "the occurrences are too few for testing.”
(7) Many methodological questions remain unaddressed. One
wonders, for instance, how one confidently goes about studying
the frequency of words according to their preferred sentence
positions based on sentence punctuation (p. 236) in a text that
was unpunctuated by Joseph Smith and his scribes.

Aspects of these and other problems are discussed below by
John Hilton. In addition, a bibliography of source materials on
stylometric studies is available; interested readers may request
a copy from F.A.R.M.S.

Undoubtedly Taves has had fun enough with his research. It
has "pleased" him (p. xi), and his writing manifests this
bemusement. But serious use of this kind of historical and
statistical hotchpotch is severely limited, if not foreclosed.]
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I. Letter of 30 April 1985.
To Dr. Ernest H. Taves, 12 Hubbard Park, Cambridge, MA 02138
From John L. Hilton, 40 Overlook Ct., Walnut Creek, CA 94596
Re Continuing study on stylometry from "Trouble Enough”

Dear Dr. Taves,

I am one of the principals of the "Berkeley Group," a loosely
organized inter-disciplinary inter—religibus group of scientists
who for the last four and a half years have been actively
studying computer assisted literary stylometry, finding it a
fascinating avocation. Our interest was piqued by the
publication of the provocative article published by Larson,
Rencher and Layton, "Who Wrote the Book of Mormon," Brigham Young

University Studies, vol. 20, no. 3, (Spring 1980). Their

purportedly objective finds seemed to stretch our scientific
credulity. Once into the study we became fascinated with the
whole field and have since used most of our free time studying
information theory and statistics, performing literature
searches, researching and entering "original" texts, writing
computer programs and taking measurements.

We have developed our own set of computer codes and proof
texts to study independently and compare alternate stylometric
techniques. We see convincing evidence to support at least the
possibility of objective stylometry for the works of many
writers. As of yet we believe the limits of reliability have not
been objectively demonstrated, nor has a generally accepted
technique been identified, notwithstanding the claims of the
several groups who have been publishing.

It is from this background that I have been asked to review

relevant chapters from your book Trouble Enough. I am a serious

Mormon, although several of my colleagues in our group are not
Mormons. I therefore assume that I am about as biased as you are
but in the other direction. Fortunately, in objective stylometry
we should both be competent in the use of the scientific method
to identify the true analyzable propositions. Questions on

stylometry, as Morton reminds us, are resolved by objective
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measurement, not by the preconceived opinion of the student.
Therefore, those of us who attempt to use objective measurements
have a scientific obligation to see that all measurements are
honestly calculated and reported, and corrected as needed.

I was surprised to read the conclusion of your statistical
work supposedly obtained through the use of the "new Morton"
series of tests. Our measurements are in strong disagreement
with those you present, even though our samples are drawn from
the same material and are evaluated with what should be the same
technique. Furthermore, I have observed from additional
extensive analysis that the statistical distributions found in
the texts of the Book of Mormon are significantly different from
the noncontroversial writings of Joseph Smith (or Solomon
Spaulding, or Sidney Rigdon, or Oliver Cowdery, etc.) Some of
our measurements even suggest that multi-authored patterns still
exist in the original English manuscript of the Book of Mormon
despite the purported much abridging and translating.

As is almost universally true with pioneering scientific
studies, later students take exception to at least part of the
initial work. We also take exception to the work of Larson,
Rencher and Layton (though not for the reason that your book
specifies). Our years of evaluation, verification, and
correction have identified many pitfalls that must be avoided
before reliable statistical inferences can be drawn. Since the
field is so new, it is not surprising that continuing cooperative
communication between scholars is needed for the development of
correct and generally accepted techniques.

Find enclosed my preliminary critique of your work as seen in
the context of our studies. As you will read, at least for now,
I believe your work to be completely invalid. I assume that you
are interested in scientific accuracy, and we await your response
to this critique, so we may as needed both correct our techniques

toward objective consensus.
Thank you, sincerely yours,

John L. Hilton
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ITI. Critique of Trouble Enough, chs. 23-25.

A. INTRODUCTION

For the popular audience, Taves’ chapters 23-25 give a brief
but clear explanation of the nature and development of computer-
assisted literary stylometry. To write with such an interesting
style and clarity as does Dr. Taves does is most admirable.
However, there appears to be little information that is not
copied consecutively from the work of the University of Edinburgh

Group (see, e.g., A. Q. Morton "Literary Detection: How to Prove

Authorship and Fraud in Literature and Documents"). And

notwithstanding his admirable literary ability, Taves apparently
does not correctly use Morton’s author identification stylometric
(wordprint) tests. Taves’ attempted stylometric analysis of the
Book of Mormon is at best superficial, which in this kind of work
leads the nonspecialist reader to come to incorrect conclusions.
Additionally, the calculations of his fundamentally important
test statistic appear to be based on an incomplete (and thus
invalid) formula.

I am surprised that anyone would attempt to use stylometry to
defend the position of the nonbeliever in the Book of Mormon,
since he has everything to lose and almost nothing to gain by
such objective testing. To the "believer," even if a conclusive
answer had been possible, it would be irrelevant to his faith.
Whether the "believer’s" multi-authored, much-abridged, much-
translated English book should or should not show single- or
multi-stylometric patterns is at present unknown. However, to
the "nonbeliever" who thinks that he has some theory that
"explains" the Book of Mormon as having been written by Joseph
Smith (or Solomon Spaulding, Sidney Rigdon, or Oliver Cowdery),
this testing, when done correctly, could objectively show that
the book was not written by Smith or others (see, e.g.,
"Wordprint Examples Using the Mann-Whitney and Chi-Square Test
Statistics" below). I would imagine that such objective answers
to this type of "nonbeliever" would be disquieting. It is a

credit to Taves’ courage that he tries stylometry testing anyway.

55



6

Using three small text samples from the 1830 edition of the
Book of Mormon and his variation of stylometry, Dr. Taves tries
to measure Joseph Smith’s own word-patterns and single
authorship. I understand Dr. Taves’ conclusion to be that (after
he performed desensitized tests) he sees no evidence of multi-
authorship above his level of sensitivity. This he contends is
consistent with what would be expected if Joseph Smith had
written the whole book. He does, however, view his own study as
introductory; it is "not brought forward as conclusive" (p. 260).

Dr. Taves is wise in trying to follow closely Morton's
stylometry technique, since Morton has probably written more than
any researcher on stylometry tests. Morton is generous in
sharing his developments with others and has demonstrated that
within a carefully defined set of word-pattern tests and text
selection rules, valid statistical inferences can be drawn from
the writing of many authors.

It appears that as a service, Morton’s group prepared the
computer-tabulated "concordances" from the text samples chosen by
Taves. A spot-comparison of his Nephi word pattern counting
against our fully computer-tabulated files for this section of
the Book of Mormon manuscript shows only the expected differences
of a few counts for both word patterns and important sentence
structure. Therefore, Morton’s counting for Taves is apparently
correct.

Without belaboring this critique, I will analyze what appears
to me to be the two most glaring faults in Taves’ attempt. I

will then present results obtained with these errors removed.
B. PROBLEHM 1: SELECTION OF TEXT SAMPLES FOR TESTING

A statistical test for author identification is meahingless
unless the text samples that are studied at least claim to be the
free-flow word patterns of their purported authors. Taves’ text
samples do not satisfy this requirement.

Taves selected his three Book of Mormon text samples of
"approximately 5200 words in length; . . . the text from 1 Nephi
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was taken from the beginning, of Mosiah from the middle, and of
Alma from the end" (p. 242). Taves thus did not select his
samples from the writings of purported single authors, but from
multi-authored sections of the overall volume. (See Table 1,
below.) While he may study sections of the book if he chooses,
it will only further desensitize his ability to identify
individual authors who, if they exist, are then haphazardly
averaged together within the sections of the volume he selected
for study. This will increase the statistical uncertainty, thus
lowering overall sensitivity.

Taves further selected the Book of Abraham from the Pearl of
Great Price as a fourth text for comparison to the Book of Mormon
samples on the assumption "that Abraham is the work of Joseph
Smith" (p. 241). It is an enigma to me why, if he wished to
measure Joseph Smith’s personal stylometric writing habits, he
did not choose to test any of the noncontroversial samples of
Joseph Smith’s writing or dictation, or other writings available.
For the most recent scholarly compilation of Smith’s works,
including photostats of the original manuscripts, see Dean

Jessee, The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, Deseret Book,
1984.

Taves further acknowledges an indisputable point, that the
last third of the Book of Abraham closely follows the wording of
the King James Book of Genesis. But this further means that the
Book of Abraham cannot be viewed as a single free-flow word
pattern of any unique author, but rather a compilation of word
patterns. Although Morton cautions against the use of text
samples that "contain passages which may be a rewriting of
another source" (Morton, p. 38), Taves attempts stylometric
comparison there anyway!!

To test different texts for authorship, the ideal would be to
have a battery of word pattern tests that uniquely measure
changes in authorship and are completely insensitive to other
influences. Morton has selected tests very carefully toward this
ideal. He has chosen a battery of about 50 (statistically non-
correlated) word pattern tests. Within each text sample of 5000
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words, typically there can be tabulated more than the needed
minimum of five occurrences for each of 30 to 45 of the patterns
from Morton’s battery of tests. This then permits "valid" null-
hypothesis testing using the chi-square (or other test statistic)
of this "valid" portion of Morton’s full battery of word pattern
tests. Notwithstanding the care taken in choosing his test
battery, Morton was perhaps the first to show that some authors
ét times exhibit improper rejections of certain literary forms.
He shows improper null-hypothesis rejections for some cases of
dialogue and travelog descriptions. (Noncontroversial 5000-word
text from Samuel Johnson’s travelog and didactic writings
discussed below also show an example where changing literary form
[and possibly time] appears to show an incorrect number of null-
hypothesis rejections.) This problem can be largely side stepped
by limiting comparisons to texts of similar literary form or
genre.

Dr. Taves seems to ignore these cautions and selects his Book
of Mormon samples as if he were not adequately familiar with the
book‘s composite structure. Each of his samples contains
mixtures of various purported authors and literary forms.

Table 1 shows the approximate text sample percentages of
purported authors and literary forms for the sections of the Book

of Mormon used in Taves'’ samples.

Table 1
Approximate Book of Mormon Samples selected by Dr. Taves, showing
percentages of purported author and literary form of each 5200
word sample.

FIRST SAMPLE, Book of 1lst Nephi [Heading - 7:15]

author=Nephi narrative lst person 80.8%
author=Nephi didactic 6.2%
author=Lord didactic 5.0%
author=Lehi didactic 6.5%
author=Lehi dialogue 1.5%

SECOND SAMPLE, Book of Mosiah [chapters not reported by Taves]

author=Isaiah didactic (close to KJV) unknown$%
author=Abinadi didactic unknown$%
author=Mormon narrative 3rd person unknown?
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Table 1 (Continued)

THIRD SAMPLE, Book of Alma 58:28-63:16

author=Mormon narrative 3rd person 50.9%
author=Gen.Moroni didactic 27.2%
author=Pahoran didactic 13.2%
author=Helaman narrative 1lst person 8.7%

C. PROBLEM 2: CALCULATIONAL DIFFICULTIES

Dr. Taves tries to follow Morton, using exclusively the "chi-
square" calculational technique to measure statistical
significance. But he does not correctly follow Morton in
calculating this important statistic. Taves correctly explains
in his Table 23.1 how the binomial coin flip calculation should
be made. He takes into account both the "heads" and "tails" of
the hypothetical measurement. In his Table 24.4 he tries to
apply the technique to the real null-hypothesis testing of
different samples purportedly written by different authors. He
apparently omits one-half of the required terms of the equation.
It seems that he is accounting only for the number of the "heads"
and ignoring the "tails" portion of the calculation. When the
full equation i§ used, the value of the chi-square for his
example in Table 24.4 should be 0.48, not the 0.37 he alleged.
This fundamental mathematical error in his formula apparently was
continued throughout his work. For the correct calculation using
the chi-square method, see the step-by-step instructions of
Morton (or any standard statistical text, e.g., Snedecor and
Cochran, Statistical Methods, 7th ed., pp. 120-127). This

calculational error makes Taves’ chi-square values too small.

This further improperly desensitized his answers.

D. RESULTS BASED ON MORE LEGITIMATE METHODOLOGY: WORDPRINT
EXAMPLES USING THE MANN-WHITNEY AND CHI-SQUARE TEST
STATISTIC

The following analyses are offered in contrast to Taves’

studies.
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Unlike taking "fingerprints," the present state of the art of
taking correct "wordprints" (i.e., a measurement of the unique
stylometric writing habits of an author) is not a trivial
operation. The technique, if it can be made objective and
accurate, as a minimum requires the investigator to complete each
step and to justify independently that the assumptions used in
the mathematical model adequately match his case under study.
With proper assumptions, the objectivity ofAMorton's technique
has been shown for specific cases. A general proof remains yet
to be developed. Written English and many of its word patterns
are at times neither random enough to assure word block averaged
homogeneity (ergodicity), nor to assure an adequate normal
distribution for the numbers of events often tabulated in
stylometry measurements. The hoped-for identification of an
ideal set of word pattern tests that are always completely
insensitive to changes of literary form and subject matter has
been statistically approached only for modest-sized samples and
has not proven in the general case. The assumption of textual
ergodicity and statistical normalcy required for standard chi-
square testing has also been shown for at least some stylometry
cases to be invalid (Morton, p. 140). Ad hoc or subjective spot
corrections (as tried by Taves) at best can correct only the most
obvious occurrences of the above mentioned problems. Any ad hoc
or spot-correcting causes many statisticians to question the
objectivity and therefore the value of the overall measurement.

To avoid at least a significant part of these problems, Taves
should examine nonparametric statistical models, such as the
Mann-Whitney Rank-Sum test. These models do not require any of
the normality assumptions intrinsic in the simple chi-square
method. Short of future developments of the science, it now
appears necessary to verify each model with inter—-and intra-
control author measurements. The verification control or
baseline must be matched to the texts under study in literary
style, sample, size, etc.

As discussed above, for rigorous work one must verify the
appropriateness of the match of the specific statistical model to
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the text or author being studied. This is done by first
measuring the author’s noncontroversial works for the differences
within themselves and to each other. One straightforward way to
measure the "author stability" is simply to count the number of
simultaneous null-hypothesis rejections (at a fixed probability,
e.g. p<.05) that are obtained when applying Morton’s standardized
battery of tests to a set of known noncontroversial texts.

We demonstrate this technique by first examining two known
authors who come from opposite ends of literary attainment.
First is the highly literate Samuel Johnson, author of the first
major English dictionary, who seems to write with a working
vocabulary of five to eight times that of the second author,
Joseph Smith, who was only marginally trained. We sample Samuel
Johnson from his didactic newspaper serial, Rambler (1750-51),

and his travelog, A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland

(1775). Each work is sampled by ten consecutive 1000-word
groups. This permits the dividing of each of his different
literary works into two sample texts of 5000 words each for
intra-work (and inter-literary form) testing. Selections were
made from Joseph Smith’s dictated texts in an effort to find
noncontroversial samples (see Dean Jessee, op. cit.) This
yielded ten consecutive 1000-word groups from Joseph Smith's
first-person narrative dictated diary (1835-36), five groups from
his published newspaper didactic essays (of the same time
period), and five groups from Smith’s "official history" (1838).
We test for statistical significance by using two different
test statistics, the chi-square which Taves attempted to use at a
probability of p<.05 and the more appropriate (statistically
robust) Mann-Whitney, a rank-sum technique at the somewhat lower
probability of p<.0318. All comparisons we show in this critique
are made between texts of 5000 words each. Larger samples would
likely show greater statistical separation between writings of
truly different authors. For the Book of Mormon, where much
larger samples are available, larger statistical separation for

authors is obtained by using larger text samples.
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Table 2 illustrates what might be expected for unknown
authors by showing the number of significant null-hypothesis
rejections from the comparisons between two noncontroversial
samples from the control author’s works.

Table 2

Tabulation of significant null-hypothesis rejections from
comparisons between the works of a single known author.
Part A shows comparisons of the same literary form.
Part B shows comparisons of different literary forms.
Number of significant
null-hypothesis rejections
from battery of Morton’s tests

Author Text samples compared Mann-Whitney & chi-sqg
(p<.0318) {p<.05)

Part A
Johnson lst & 2nd parts of Rambler 4 (5)
Johnson lst & 2nd parts of Travelog 3 (4)
Smith lst & 2nd parts of Diary 2 (3)
Smith lst part Diary and History 2 (6)
Smith 2nd part Diary and History 3 (5)

Part B
Johnson lst part Ram. & lst Travelog 4 (9)
Johnson lst part Ram. & 2nd Travelog 2 (4)
Johnson 2nd part Ram. & 1lst Travelog 7 (8)
Johnson 2nd part Ram. & 2nd Travelog 4 (6)
Smith lst part Diary & Essays 0 (2)
Smith 2nd part Diary & Essays 2 (3)
Smith History and Essays 2 (4)

As seen in Table 2, Part A, where noncontroversial 5000-word
text samples of similar literary forms are compared, the Mann-
Whitney (p<.0318) calculation of Samuel Johnson works measures
three or four rejections, while Joseph Smith shows two or three.l
This intra-author variation is the summation of the standard
predictable statistical uncertainty (which for the approximate 44
valid Morton tests predicts 44 x .0318--about an average of one
and one-half rejections). This uncertainty level must be further

modified to take into account errors introduced by the

1 The chi-square measurements show a somewhat higher rejection
rate, due at least in part to the lower probability of p<.05.
For simplicity of explanation, the rest of he discussion will
be restricted to the Mann-Whitney calculation only.
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nontheoretically predictable nonergodicity of the lahguage, plus

any small (nontheoretically predictable) component in Morton’s

test questions that is yet sensitive to changes in vocabulary,

subject matter, or author drift.

As seen here from the

measurements of the above Table 2, Part A, this nonstatistical

"noise" component for our control authors is about two and one-
half or less (4 - 1.5 = 2.5) for Samuel Johnson and about one and
one-half or less (3 - 1.5 = 1.5) for Joseph Smith.

As mentioned, at times one observes anomalous extra

rejections due to changes in literary genre or form. One
Part B,

one of the Mann-Whitney calculations shows seven rejections

possible example of such a case appears in Table 2, where

from

an inter-literary form comparison of Johnson. 1If Johnson’s

different literary forms had no measurable effect, we would have

expected but three or four rejections, not seven. At present,

one cannot predict when these anomalies will occur. Thus,

without complete testing to prove otherwise, it appears unwise to

make inferences across literary forms for unknown authors.

Table 3, therefore, compares two known different authors,

where all comparisons are made with text samples from similar

literary forms.

Table 3

Tabulation of significant null-hypothesis rejections from
comparison of known different authors, each writing with the same
literary form.
Number of significant
null-hypothesis rejections
from Morton's battery of tests

Text samples compared Mann-Whitney & Chi-sqg
(p<.0318) (p<.05)

Johnson’s 2nd Trav. & Smith’s 1lst Diary 5 (9)
Johnson’s 2nd Trav. & Smith’s 2nd Diary 5 (7)
Johnson’s 1lst Trav. & Smith’s 1lst Diary 10 (11)
Johnson’s 1lst Trav. & Smith’s 2nd Diary 7 (13)
Johnson’s 1lst Rambler and Smith’s Essays 7 (3)
Johnson’s 2nd Rambler and Smith’s Essays 7 (5)

The comparison tests tabulated iﬁ Table 3 show that two of

the total six Mann-Whitney test comparisons measure five
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rejections each. Here one-third of the comparisons show a
rejection count that is too close to the single author expected
rejection count of three or four to identify the works of our two
known control authors as clearly different (theoretical odds
being a modest thirty-to-one favoring the separation). The other
four of the six comparisons in Table 3, however, show three test
comparisons with seven rejections each and one with ten. These
correctly predict overwhelming theoretical odds against the two
authors’ works having come from a single source [.0318exp(7-4) =
about one in 30,000 or more against a single source for the two
works, and .0318exp(10-4) = about one in a billion or more
against a single source].

In this control author study we have large files. Thus we
are able to establish correctly and unambiguously that our two
control authors’ works, each taken as a whole, statistically do
.not come from the same source. But if we did not have available
such large files and we had been forced to compare two authors
that had stylometric patterns as different as Samuel Johnson and
Joseph Smith with but a single text sample of 5000 words each by
this same technique, we might expect that in perhaps a large
portion (i.e., perhaps one-third) of such attempts we may not
measure an overwhelming statistical difference even when the
compared works are known to come from different authors.
Therefore, if on limited data one does not see statistically
significant separation, one may not correctly infer that the
compared samples are necessarily the work of the same author. On
the other hand, however, a single demonstration of a large
statistical rejection rate is sufficient to identify the authors’
works as statistically different.

With this background information in mind, now turn to the two
attached computer printouts labeled "Figures 5 and 6." They show
the Mann-Whitney and Chi-square calculations for the first five
consecutive 1000-word groups of the Book of Mormon manuscript’s
didactic writings purportedly first written by Nephi. Nephi’s
first 5000 words are tested against several other 5000-word
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didactic text samples both of himself and of other authors. The

results are summarized in Table 4.2

Table 4

Tabulation of significant null-hypothesis rejections between
purported Nephi (part 1), and two of his additional consecutive
sample texts (parts 2 and 3), and three different consecutive
sample texts purportedly from Alma (parts 1, 2 and 3), and two
control authors Joseph Smith and Samuel Johnson. All are written
in didactic literary form.

Number of significant

Column null-hypothesis rejections

from Figqg, from Morton'’s battery of tests

Six% Test samples compared Mann-Whitney’s & chi-sg
(p<.0318) (p<.05)

i Nephi part 1 & Nephi part 2 3 (9)

2 Nephi part 1 & Nephi part 3 3 (6)

3 Nephi part 1 & Alma part 1 8 (12)

4 Nephi part 1 & Alma part 2 6 (13)

5 Nephi part 1 & Alma part 3 8 (10)

6 Nephi part 1 & J.Smith essays 10 (14)

7 Nephi part 1 & Johnson Ramb. 1 13 (19)

Table 4 shows that the number of rejections for tests of
Nephi’s first 5000 didactic words against his two other 5000-word
samples (columns 1 and 2 from Figure 6) continue to measure the
same intra-author Mann-Whitney value of 3 that was previously
measured for the control authors. This consistency leads to an
accurate statistical error of <.0318 for these "p<.0318"
calculations. This confirms that the calibration of the
"unknown" author Nephi can in this case safely be extrapolated
from the intra-author measurements of the "known" control

authors.

2 For those who wish to verify the correctness of the

~ calculational coding, the back side of Figure 5 and 6 Computer
printouts shows the raw count tabulation for each of the five
1000-word blocks making up the 5000 test words for the
didactic passages of Nephi and Alma with respect to each of
the word pattern tests from Morton’s battery. Of:course the
phrase "(and) it came to pass (that)" is rarely used in
didactic writing, so no special tabulation is made for it.
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The conclusion then to be drawn from the foregoing tests is
that the probability that either Joseph Smith or Samuel Johnson
wrote the first 5000 of Nephi’s didactic words is shown to be
insignificantly small. While it is not always to be expected, in
this case the 1 Nephi sample tested against Alma (columns 3-5
from Figure 6) also shows a clear separation, with theoretical
odds against the compared samples having been written by the same
person thus being more than 70 million to one, 30,000 to one, and

70 million to one, respectively.
D. SUMMARY

The textual structure of the Book of Mormon is complex.
Wordprint testable questions call for definitive answers, but
they will not be answered by simplistic and faulty calculations,
as seen in Taves’ attempt. For present purposes, we have assumed
(as has Taves) that Morton’s theories and methods offer valid
measurements and techniques. But by applying them in ways we
believe to be more accurate and legitimate, as explained above,
we have shown with a few preliminary measurements (even at the
5000-word test sample size) that the probability of Joseph Smith
having written the first 5000 didactic words of Nephi is
unsupportably low. This directly contradicts Taves’ results.
Furthermore, the samples of didactic Alma are clearly different
from this sample of Nephi’s comparable writings. Taves did not
get these results, for they were below his level of measurement
sensitivity, due to improper text sampling, invalid calculation
of his test statistic and other causes. I therefore cannot
recommend reading Taves’ chapters on stylometry, unless one is
interested in seeing an example of how it cannot and should not
be done.

John L. Hilton
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) Figure 5 p. 2
TODAY'S DATE IS 04-01-1985 THE TIME IS 16:29:35 Vel

THIS IS FILE 'WPO-5KL1.NIS' WHICH IS THE FIRST 3000 DIDA{IC WRDS OF Nephl

WRDs ARE LISTED IN NUMBER OF WORDS. RATIOS ARE IN PER CENT(e.g. 3=100*RATIO).

Wrds & wrd patterns (Wrd Groups) Total Mean Sigm

counTs /1lk /1k

A 6.000 9.000 6.000 5.000 5.000 31 6.20 1.64

AN 3.000 1.000 1.000 0.000 2.000 y l1.40 1.14

AND 46.000 60.000105.000100.000 58.000 369 73.80 26.80

ANY 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0 0.00 0.00

ALL 7.000 8.000 S.000 4.000 12.000 36 7.20 3.11

BUT 3.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.000 S 1.00 1.41

BE 13.000 11.000 0.000 0.000 7.000 31 6.20 6.06

BY 2.000 5.000 3.000 3.000 4.000 17 3.40 1.14

I 6.000 30.000 S3.000 41.000 29.000 159 31.80 17.40

IN 19.000 21.000 9.000 9.000 11.000 69 13.80 5.76

IT 11.000 12.000 17.000 28.000 12.000 80 16.00 7.11

NO 0.000 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 81 0.20 0.45

NOT 4.000 3.000 3.000 1.000 12.000 23 4.60 4.28

OF 49.000 44.000 57.000 60.000 78.000 288 37.60 13.05

THAT 39.000 31.000 36.000 40.000 31.000 177 35.40 4.28

THE 75.000 85.000 91.000 98.000115.000 464 92.80 15.01

TO 15.000 17.000 18.000 24.000 18.000 92 18.40 3.36

WITH 2.000 7.000 3.000 2.000 2.000 16 3.20 2.17

FORMS OF 'TO-BE' 22.000 17.000 29.000 20.000 30.000 118 23.60 5.68

HAVE 15.000 3.000 0.000 0.000 4.000 22 4.40 6.19

VERBs223.000218.000216.000180.000193.000 1030 206.00 18.36

ADJs145.000164.000133.000165.000192.000 799 139.80 22.47

End of SENTENCE 43.000 43.000 67.000 66.000 40.000 259 51.80 13.48

A(Lfws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 259 0.00 0.00

AN(fws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 259 0.00 0.00

AND(fws)/#% 39.535 76.744 91.045 98.485 62.300 201/ 259 73.66 23.54

IN(fws) /% 0.000+- 0.000 0.000 0.000 2.500 1/ 259 0.50 1.12

IT(fws)/# 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 259 0.00 0.00

IT(lws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 3.030 0.000 2/ 259 0.581 1.36

OF(fws)/# 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 239 0.00 0.00

OF(2nd lws)/# 11.628 9.302 14.925 6.061 17.500 30/ 259 11.88 4.31
THE(fws) /=% 2.326 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 1/ 259 0.47 1.0¢
THE(2nd lws)/# 32.558 11.628 13.433 7.576 17.500 40/ 259 16.54 9.6

WITH(2nd lws)/#% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 259 0.00 0.00

A(fb adj)/A 16.667 11.11l1 16.667 60.000 60.000 9/ 31 32.89 24.85

A(fb x AND)/A 16.667 33.333 33.333 40.000 20.000 9/ 31 28.67 9.89

A(fb x OF)/A 16.667 0.000 50.000 0.000 20.000 S/ 31 17.33 20.47

AND(fb ADJ)/AND 10.870 23.333 22.857 22.000 12.069 72/ 369 18.23 6.20
AND(fb THE)/AND 2.174 13.333 14.286 14.000 5.172 41/ 369 9.79 5.70
AND(fb x OF)/AND 4.348 1.667 0.952 3.000 6.897 11/ 369 3.37 2.36

BE(fb A)/BE 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 31 0.00 0.00

BE(pb TO)/BE 7.692 0.000 0.000 0.000 14.286 2/ 31 4.40 6.45

BUT(fb A)/BUT 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 50.000 L/ 5 10.00 22.38

BY(fb THE)/BY100.000 80.000100.000100.000 50.000 14/ 17 86.00 21.91

I(fb AN)/T 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 159 0.00 0.00

I(fb HAVE)/I 0.000 6.667 0.000 0.000 10.345 5/ 159 3.40 4.84

IN(Efb A)/IN 10.526 9.524 11.111 0.000 9.091 6/ 69 8.05 4.57

IN(fb THE)/IN 26.316 33.333 55.556 22.222 27.273 22/ 69 32.94 13.25

OF(fb A)/OF 0.000 2.273 1.754 1.667 0.000 3/ 288 1.14 1.07

OF(fb THE)/OF 55.102 40.909 36.842 41.667 55.128 134/ 288 45.93 8.58

OF(fb x and)/OF 10.204 11.364 26.316 8.333 7.692 36/ 288 12.78  7.71

THE(pb AND)/THE 1.333 9.412 16.484 14.286 2.609 41/ 464 8.82 6.77

THE(pb OF)/THE 36.000 21.176 23.077 25.510 37.391 134/ 464 28.63 7.54

THE(pb IN)THE 6.667 8.235 5.495 2.041 2.609 22/ 464 5.01 2.64

THE(pb TO)/THE 5.333 1.176 3.297 2.041 5.217 16/ 464 3.41 1.88

THE(fb x AND)/THE 9.333 7.059 16.484 10.204 12.174 S2/ 464 11.05 3.55

THE(fb x THE)/THE 0.000 1.176 0.000 1.020 0.000 2/ 464 0.44 0.60

THE(fb x x THE)/THE 20.000 20.000 20.879 26.531 23.478 104/ 464 22.18 2.82

TO(fb BE)/TO 6.667 0.000 0.000 0.000 5.556 2/ 92 2.44 3.37

TO(fb THE)/TO 26.667 5.882 16.667 8.333 33.333 16/ 92 18.18 11.75

(to-be Verbs)/Verbs 9.865 7.798 13.426 11.111 15.544 118/1030 11.55 3.02

AN/AN+A 33.333 10.000 14.286 0.000 28.571 7/ 38 17.24 13.65

ANY/ANY+ALL 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 Q.000 0f 36 0.00 0.00

NO/NO+NOT 0.000 25.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 1/ 24 5.00 11.18

VERBsS/VERBs8+ADJs 60.598 57.068 61.891 S2.174 50.130 1030/1829 56.37 S5.13

A(r)/A(r+l)use only 0.000 0.000 33.333 33.333 33.333 4/ 21 20.00 18.26
AND(r) /AND(r+l)only 58.621 71.429 66.667 66.667 63.636 99/ 150 65.40 4.7
IN(r)/IN(r+l)only 77.778 70.000 75.000 S0.000 63.636 25/ 36 67.28 11.0¢

IT(r)/IT(r+1l)only 0.000 0.000 50.000 0.000 S50.000 2/ 5 20.00 27.39

I(r)/I(r+l)use only 0.000 42.857 33.333 0.000 50.000 27 2% 25.24 23.79

OF(r)/OF(r+l)only 73.913 80.769 84.000 75.000 94.444 88/ 109 81.63 8.28

THAT(r)/THAT(r+1)100.000100.000100.000 0.000 83.333 23/ 25 76.67 43.46

THE(r)/THE(r+l)only 23.077 11.76S5 10.345 25.000 35.000 25/ 130 21.04 10.19

TO(r)/TO(r+l)only 33.333 80.000 S0.000100.000 83.333 16/ 27 69.33 27.02
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Figure 6, p. 2

TODAY'S DATE IS 03-31-1985 THE TIME IS 12:19:03
THIS IS FILE 'WPO-3KLl.AAS' WHICH IS THE FIRST 5000 WRDS OF ALMA
WRDs ARE LISTED IN NUMBER OF WORDS. RATIOS ARE IN PER CENT(e.g. %=100"RATIO).

Wrds & wrd patterns (Wrd Groups) Total Mean Sigm

QUUANTS /1k /1lk

A 12.000 10.000 3.000 3.000 5.000 33 6§.60 4.16

AN 3.000 7.000 0.000 1.000 0.000 11 2. 20 2.« 35

AND 47.000 35.000 48.000 49.000 S51.000 230 46.00 6.32

ANY 0.000 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 1 0.20 0.45

ALL 4.000 7.000 6.000 7.000 8.000 32 6.40 1.352

BUT 1.000 3.000 2.000 3.000 4.000 13 2.60 1.14

BE 7.000 2.000 12.000 11.000 1l5.000 47 9.40 5.03

BY 12.000 6.000 6.000 3.000 6.000 33 6.60 3.29

I 21.000 29.000 33.000 28.000 7.000 118 23.60 10.24

IN 22.000 8.000 20.000 17.000 18.000 85 17.00 5.39

IT 3.000 2.000 5.000 3.000 7.000 20 4.00 2.00

NO 1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000 0.000 4 0.80 0.45

NOT 5.000 18.000 14.000 12.000 15.000 64 12.80 4.87

OF 47.000 45.000 36.000 31.000 50.000 209 41.80 7.98

THAT 17.000 29.000 41.000 40.000 29.000 156 31.20 9.81

THE 54.000 51.000 65.000 55.000 64.000 289 57.80 6.30

TO 22.000 15.000 18.000 23.000 16.000 94 18.80 3.56

WITH 4.000 4.000 1.000 3.000 3.000 15 3.00 1.22

TORMS OF 'TO-BE' 31.000 46.000 21.000 25.000 19.000 142 28.40 10.85
HAVE 12.000 16.000 §.000 16.000 9.000 62 12.40 33X
VERBS235.000256.000232.000217.000248.000 1188 237.60 15.08
ADJs129.000132.000131.000129.000119.000 640 128.00 5.20

End of SENTENCE 50.000 352.000 41.000 46.000 42.000 231 46 .20 4.82
A(fws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 231 0.00 0.00

AN(fws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 231 0.00 0.00

AND( fws)/% 32.000 23.077 48.780 32.609 30.952 767 231 33.48 9.38
IN(fws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 231 Q.00 0.00
IT(fws)/#% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 231 0.00 0.00

TT(lws) /% 0.000 1.923 0.000 0.000 0.000 1/ 231 0.38 0.86

OF (fws)/# 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 231 0.00 J.00

OF(2nd lws)/#% 18.000 25.000 4.878 13.043 14.286 36/ 231 15.04 7.34
THE(fws) /% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 231 0.00 0.00
THE(2nd 1lws)/# 10.000 5.769 Te317 2.174 28.371 24/ 231 10.77 10.37
WITH(2nd lws)/% 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 231 0.00 0.00
A(fb adj)/A 58.333 0.000 33.333 0.000 20.000 9y 33 22.33 24.60

A(fb x AND)/A 0.000 10.000 0.000 0.000 20.000 2/ 33 6.00 8.94
A(fb x OF)/A 8.333 40.000 33.333 66.667 20.000 9/ 33 33.67 22.12
AND(fb ADJ)/AND 14.894 14.286 10.417 18.367 15.686 34/ 230 14.73 2.87
AND( fb THE)/AND 4.255 2.857 6.250 8.163 9.804 15/ 230 6.27 2.82
AND(fb x OF)/AND 2.128 0.000 0.000 0.000 3.922 37 230 1.21 1:72
BE(fb A)/BE 14.286 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 L/ 4?7 2.86 6.39

BE(pb TO)/BE 42.857 0.000 0.000 9.091 6.667 S/ 47 11.72 17.87
BUT(fb A)/BUT 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 o/ 13 0.00 0.00
BY(fb THE)/BY 66.667 33.333 50.000 66.667 83.333 20/ 33 60.00 19.00
I(fb AN)/I 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 118 0.00 0.00

I(fb HAVE)/I 0.000 10.345 15.152 21.429 0.000 14/ 118 9.38 9.43
IN(fb A)/IN 0.000 0.000 5.000 0.000 5.556 2/ 85 2.11 2.90

IN(fb THE)/IN 40.909 50.000 40.000 29.412 22.222 30/ 85 36.51 10.82
OF(fb A)/OF 4.2535 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 2/ 209 0.85 1.90

OF(fb THE)/OF 17.021 22.222 30.556 16.129 38.000 53/ 209 24.79 9 +.3'5
OF(fb x and)/OF 14.894 6.667 5.556 6.452 12.000 20/ 209 9.11 4.11
THE(pb AND)/THE 3.704 1.961 4.615 7.273 7.813 15/ 289 5.07 2.46
THE(pb OF)/THE 14.815 19.608 16.923 9.091 29.688 53/ 289 18.02 7.38
THE(pb IN)THE 16.667 7.843 12.308 9.091 6.250 30/ 289 10.43 4.13
THE(pb TO)/THE 5.556 7.843 6.154 10.909 §6.250 21/ 289 7.34 2.17
THE(fb x AND)/THE 7.407 1.961 9.231 1.818 9.375%5 18/ 289 3.96 3.79
THE(fb x THE)/THE 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0/ 289 0.00 0.00
THE(fb x X THE)/THE 12.963 13.725 16.923 9.091 20.313 43/ 289 14.60 4.24
TO(fb BE)/TO 13.636 0.000 0.000 4.348 6.250 S/ 94 4.85 5.62
TO(fb THE)/TO 13.636 26.667 22.222 26.087 25.000 21/ 94 22.72 5.36

(to-be Verbs)/Verbs 13.191 17.969 9.052 11.521 7.661L 142/1188 11.88 4.02

AN/AN+A 20.000 41.176 0.000 25.000 0.000 11/ 44 17.24 17.57

ANY/ANY+ALL 0.000 12.500 0.000 0.000 0.000 1/ 33 2.50 3.59
NO/NO+NOT 16.667 5.263 6.667 7.692 0.000 4/ 68 7.26 6.04

VERBS /VERBS+ADJS 64.560 65.979 63.912 62.717 67.575 1188/1828 64.95 1.88
A(r)/A(r+l)use only 0.000 57.143 33.333 0.000 25.000 6/ 23 23.10 24.16
AND(r) /AND{(r+l)only 47.368 53.846 60.714 53.333 67.742 80/ 138 _ 56.60 7.8

IN(r)/IN(r+l)only 50.000100.000 62.500 66.667 83.333 28/ 40 . 72.30 19.4°
IT(r)/IT(r+l)onlyl00.000 0.000 0.000100.000100.000 4/ 6 60.00 54.77

I(r)/I(r+l)use only 50.000 85.714 57.143 66.667100.000 16/ 23 71.90 20.65

OF(r)/OF(r+l)only 73.684 59.091 73.684 72.222 42.105 63/ 98 64.16 13.77

THAT(r)/THAT(r+1) 75.000 75.000 70.000100.000 76.923 33/ 42 79.38 11.81
THE(r)/THE(r+l)only 30.769 25.000 10.714 27.586 40.000 29/ 115 26.81 10.64

TO(r)/TO(r+l)only 45.455 40.000 54.545 60.000 60.000 24/ 50 52.00 8.96
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Ancient Chiasmus Studied

Chiasmus in Antiquity: Structures,
Analyses, Exegesis by John W. Welch, ed.
(Hildesheim: Gerstenberg, 1981), 353 pp.

Reviewed by John S. Kselman, Asso-
ciate Professor of Semitic Languages at
the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C., and book review editor
for the Catholic Biblical Quarterly.

I'orR THE LAST TWO CENTURIES, the scientific
study of the Bible has been dominated by
historical concerrs, “as scholars have at-
tempted, in different ways, first to write a
history of the literature of ancient Israel
and of the primitive church, and then, on
the basis of these sources, to reconstruct
the histories of both communities. The
methods developed for such study over the
last two centuries are varied. To mention
two examples, there are source criticism (the
attempt to discover and describe the sev-
eral sources that make up a book like
Genesis) and form criticism (the study of
the recurring patterns of the small, pre-
sumably originally oral units of the litera-
ture, and the purposes for these units—
preaching, catechesis, miracle stories or the
like, as in the synoptic gospels).

The impact of such historical questions
and concerns has been enormously produc-
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tive; these methods have cast new light on
many obscurities of the biblical text. How-
ever, the dominance of the historical-
critical method in biblical studies and in
the professional training of biblical scholars
has had the unintended effect of derlecting
interest from the literarv-esthetic level of
the text. There were, to be sure, scholars
who studied the biblical text as literature,
like the English scholar R. G. Moulton at
the end of the nineteenth century and the
American Nils Lund at the beginning of
the twentieth; but they were a minority.

Happily, the situation has changed
dramatically in recent years. While not
ignoring or rejecting the continued impor-
tance of the historical-critical method, more
and more scholars are turning their atten-
tion to the literary qualities of the Old and
New Testaments. The volume under re-
view is one of the most recent and most
interesting of such studies. Its approach
is both narrow and wide: narrow, in that
it studies only one literary device, chiasmus;
wide, in that it is concerned with this de-
vice not only in biblical literature, but in
such related literature as that of ancient
Mesopotamia, of the second millennium
B.c. Syrian city of Ugarit, and of the fifth
century B.c. Aramaic literature of Elephan-



tine. The volume also includes a study of
chiasmus in classical Greek and Latin lit-
erature, in post-biblical Jewish literature,
and in the Book of Mormon.

In the introduction (pp. 9-16), John
Welch, to whom we owe double gratitude
for editing the volume as well as for sev-
eral contributions to it, describes chiasmus
as “the appearance of a two-part structure
or system in which the second half is a
mirror image of the first, i.e. where the first
term recurs last, and the last first” (p. 10).
An example of this simplest form of chias-
mus Is found in Isaiah 22:22:

I will place the key of the House of
David on his shoulder;

when he opens, no one shall shut,

when he shuts, no one shall open.

The balance and inversion that mark the
last two lines above are chiastic and can
be represented schematically as AB//BA.
However, the volume’s contributors are not
concerned primarily with such simple and
obvious inversions but with more elaborate
and extended inverted structures discover-
able in larger units of the text as described,
for instance, in Michael Fishbane’s fine
study of the chiastic structure of the cycle
of Jacob stories in Genesis 25-35, originally
published in the Journal of Jewish Studies
26 (1975): 15-38 — a study that does not
seem to have been noted by Y. T. Radday
in his chapter on “Chiasmus in Hebrew
Biblical Narrative” (pp. 50-117).

It is virtually impossible to summarize
or evaluate thoroughly a book like this,
whose importance lies in the hundreds of
examples that are included. Therefore, I
will focus on those chapters that were of
most interest to me. My professional in-
terest in the Old Testament drew me first
to the contributions of Radday and
W. G. E. Watson, “Chiastic Patterns in
Biblical Hebrew Poetry” (pp. 118-68).
These two chapters, along with that of
John Welch on “Chiasmus in the New
Testament” (pp. 211-49), make up over a
third of the book, some 160 pages. Wat-
son’s article was especially full and well
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documented. Also of high interest to me
was the contribution of B. Porten, “Struc-
ture and Chiasm in Aramaic Contracts and
Letters” (pp. 169-82). In this relatively
brief piece, the presence of chiastic pat-
terning in ordinary Aramaic business docu-
ments — material that in no sense could be
described as “literature” — demonstrates
the ubiquity of the device in the ancient
Near East.

Another paper of particular interest to
me and presumably to the readers of Dia-
LOGUE, is the editors’ contribution on “Chi-
asmus in the Book of Mormon” (pp. 198-
210). The instances of chiastic arrange-
ments of material, particularly in the early
parts of the Book of Mormon, are set out
with clarity and with an admirably non-
apologetic tone. As a non-Mormon, I
would draw different inferences from the
evidence, a possibility that Welch allows
for, both at the heginning and at the end of
this article. In evaluating this contribution,
it seems to me that the point Welch makes
(i.e., that the presence of chiastic structures
in parts of the Book of Mormon indicates
their status as ancient scripture) is weak, or
at least is explainable in other ways. After
all, if one wants to repeat a list of items not
haphazardly, but in some sort of order,
there are only two ways to do it: by mir-
roring the first instance (ABCD=ABCD),
or by reversing it (ABCD=DCBA). I am
also impressed by the work of several con-
temporary LDS scholars who are believers
who approach the Book of Mormon as genu-
ine revealed scripture but as equivalent to
the pseudepigraphical literature of the Old
Testament (the book of Daniel, written in
the second century B.c. but purporting to
be from the sixth century B.c.), or of the
New Testament (the Pastoral Epistles —
1-2 Timothy and Titus — claiming to be
written by the apostle Paul but actually
written after his death, perhaps as late as
the mid-second century A.p.). This ap-
proach would explain the apparent de-
pendence of the Book of Mormon on the
King James version of the Bible (a charge
used regularly by opponents of Mormonism
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in their critiques), while allowing for the
genuine, if pseudepigraphical, character of
the Book of Mormon as revealed scripture.
Let me conclude by saying again that
Welch presents the evidence irenically and
fairly.

As. I intimated above, the articles

singled out for particular mention are those

that fell within the area of my competence
as a biblical scholar. For completeness, let
me mention briefly the other contributions:
“Chiasm in Sumero-Akkadian” (pp. 17—
35), by Robert F. Smith, who also pre-
pared the index for the volume; “Chi-
asmus in Ugaritic” (pp. 36-49), by John
W. Welch; “Chiasmus in Talmud-Aggadic
Narrative” (pp. 183-97), by Jonah Fraen-
kel; and “Chiasmus in Ancient Greek and
Latin Literatures” (pp. 250-68), by John
W. Welch. The book includes as well a
brief preface by David Noel Freedman
{pp. 7-8), a bibliography (pp. 269-86),
and an index (pp. 287-352).

The great value of a book of this type
is that it will focus the attention of scholars
on literary devices like chiasmus; and such
attention will bring new instances to light.
For instance, in his article on chiasmus in
the New Testament, Welch notes that
2 Corinthians is one of the Pauline epistles
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that “appear(s] to contain little chiastic
structure” (p. 219). He might wish to
consult an article by M. L. Barré (“Paul as
‘Eschatologic Person’: A New Look at
2 Cor 11:29,” Catholic Biblical Quarterly
37 [1975]: 500-26) in which the author
reveals the chiastic character of 2 Corinthi-
ans 11:21-29, '

Of particular importance in an ency-
clopedic work like this are the full indexes.
Without them, the book would have con-
siderably less value as a reference work not
only to be read, but to which the scholar
will want to return frequently.

I conclude by noting that this is not
a book for the general reader, although the
material is presented clearly enough for
comprehension; it is a book for the scholar
of the literatures of antiquity. A book that
demands and amply repays intensive study,
it is highly recommended.

Copies of Chiasmus in Antiquity may be
ordered either from the publisher, Gersten-
berg Verlag, Postfach 390, 3200 Hildesheim,
West Germany, for DM95, or from the
Foundation for Ancient Research and Mor-
mon Studies, Box 7113, University Station,
Provo, UT 84602, for $34. A few copies
of the first edition are left. Depending on
local inventories, delivery may be prompt
or may take several months.
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