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We hold Joseph Smith to account. His book enjoys no immunity to the
severest tests and asks for none. The study of forged documents is by
no means in its infancy; it was in fact the principal delight of
Renaissance scholarship. It has been known for centuries that the
easiest of all forgeries to test and detect are long historical docu-
ments, and that it is never necessary to go beyond the inner incon-
sistencies of such documents to expose their fraudulence. So here is
the Book of Mormon: if its title page is not telling the truth, it is
a big shallow, clumsy fraud, and there are hundreds of scholars in the
world quite capable of refuting its claims within the hour. But whoever
offers to undertake the job must be willing to submit his claims and
arguments to the same severe criticism that it is his business to mete
out. With this understanding the Book of Mormon may same day enjoy the
serious critical examination it deserves. SIN 444.

HISTORY. A century of bound periocdicals in the stacks will tell the
enquiring student when scholars first became aware of the various elements
that made up the super-pattern, but Joseph Smith knew about them all, and
before the search ever began he showed how they are interrelated. In the
documents he has left us, you will find the central position of the
Coronation, the tension between Matriarchy and Patriarchy, the arcane
discipline for transmitting holy books through the ages, the pattern of
cycles and dispensations, the nature of the Mysteries, the great tradition
of the Rekhabites or sectaries of the desert, the fertility rites and
sacrifices of the New Year with the humiliation of the kind and the role
of substitute, etc. INT 130.
it is fiction

As with the Lehi story, if this is fiction,byv one thoroughly familiar
with a field of history that nobody in the world knew anything about in
1830. No one is going to produce a skillful forgery of Roman history,
for example, unless he actually knows a good deal of genuine Roman history.
So if Ether is a forgery, where did its author get the solid knowledge
necessary to do a job that could stand up to five minutes of investiga-
tion? . . . . If my skates are clumsy, the ice is never thin. Every page
is loaded with matter for serious discussion--discussion that would fizzle
out promptly in the face of any palpable absurdity. IDWJ 261-262.

What are the chances of the many parallels between the ILachish letters
and the opening chapter of the Book of Mormon being the product of mere
coincidence?

1. First consider the fact that only one piece of evidence could possibly
bring us into the Lehi picture, and that one piece of evidence happens to be
the ONLY first-hand writing surviving from the entire scope of 0Old Testament
history. Iehi's story covers less than 10 years in the 1000-year history of
the Book of Mormon, and the Lachish Letters cover the same tiny band of a
vast spectrum—-and they both happen to be the same ten years!

2. Not only in time but in place do they fit neatly into the same narrow
slot; and the people with which they deal also belong to the same classes

of society and are confronted by the same peculiar problems.

3. With the Book of Mormon account being as detailed and specific as it
is, it is quite a piece of luck that there is nothing in the Lachish Letters
that in any way CONTRADICTS its story--that in itself should be given
serious consideration. Is it just luck?

4. Both documents account for their existence by indicating specifically
the techniques and usages of writing and reccrding in their day, telling of
the same means of transmitting, editing and storing records.
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5. The proximity of Egypt and its influence on writing has a paramount
place in both stories.

6. Both stories confront us with dynastic confusion during a transition
of kingship.

7. Both abound in proper names in which the -yahu ending is prominent in
a number of forms.

8. In both the religious significance of those names gives indication of
a pious reformist movement among the people.

9. In both the prophets in the land make trouble.

10. Everybody is fleeing and hiding or chasing.

11. The Rekhabite background of the desert sectaries is clearly in evidence.
12. Family troubles caused by political and economic tension are conspicuous.
13. The basic conflict of materialist and spiritual is seen in the
peculiar status of the piggeah, and visionary man, who lacks good sense.
14. And why in both stories do they flee towards Egypt, instead of in the
other direction?

15. The callings and doings of Laban and Jaush present an astonishing
parallel.

16. The atmosphere of tension and danger is sustained in both stories--
doings by night.

17. Nedabyahu fits the character of Mulek, whose name gives away the whole
thing. DAR 18

Book of Mormon; Criticism. It is the inalienable right of every questioned
document, as of every accused person, to be represented by campetent counsel,
heard by an impartial jury, and sentenced by a qualified judge, being
convicted or acquitted only on evidence and not on hearsay. To expect such
extravagant justice for the Book of Mormon is to ask for the moon. Counsel
for the defense often does the client more harm than good and is automatically
branded as prejudiced merely by taking the job; and where will one find an
impartial jury, a disinterested judge, or a willingness to test the Book of
Mormon on its merits and not on the authority of wild and conflicting rumors
about the manner of its origin? Still, however faint the chances of a fair
trial may be, even that bock has a right to its day in court, if only on the
hazard, that it may be a genuine after all.

Has the Book of Mormon ever been given a fair hearing? Fram the statements
of policy which we are about to quote it will be quite apparent that it most
definitely has not. For such a procedure would require a perfectly
straight-faced examination of its claims as if they were valid:! . . .

The dice are always loaded before the game begins: It is not the Book of
Mormon, but the Angel Moroni who is on trial. MIX 145.

The vast depth and breadth of the grab-bag guarantee that our Book of
Mormon investigators will never run out of parallels and analogies which
they may hail as significant or not as they choose. But is also guarantees
that none of them will ever have the last word. To the end their ideas
about the Book of Mormon remain strictly their own, and they are welcome

to them. But any pretense to scientific or scholarly finality under the
circumstances is but an illusion. Our poorly trained scholars, satisfied
that modern science has emancipated them from old methods and chores, are
quite unaware that the critics of an earlier day were just as well-educated
and emancipated as they, and that they are only repeating in their shallow
researches what has already been done by men of greater diligence and
authority--and duly marked off as wasted effort. MIX 856.



It is the very extravagance of its claims that makes it so deserving of the

respect which is denied it. The outrageous daring of its title page is the

very thing that should whet the appetite of a real scholar: here is a book

that is asking for a fight, so to speak, and if it is as flimsy as it looks

at first glance any competent schoolman should have little trouble polishing
it off in an hour of so. SIN vi

. . The Book of Mormon cuts a furrow through everything that's been
done before. It plows right through all our old concepts. RED 3.

Critics may be permitted at this late date to try their hand at winning
friends and influencina people by telling the Mormons of today that they
are just ordinary folk with an ordinary church. But to say that such was
also the case in the days of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young is neither
honest nor sporting. The genial and forced camaraderie of some of the
present—day critics of Mormonism is that of the man who finds it easier to
pick your pocket by affectionately locking arms with you than by hitting
you over the head. The new humane approach is simply an obvious maneuver
to rob the Church of a glorious history and to play down every remarkable
circumstance of its origin. When it reaches the point of being told that
while the Boock of Mormon may seem very strange to us, to the contemporaries
of Joseph Smith it "would scarcely seem fanciful, possibly not even novel, "
it is high time to protest. For even the most superficial acquaintance
with the literature will show that the Bock of Mormon was as baffling,
scandalizing, and hated a book in the first week of its appearance as it
has ever been since. The idea that the Book of Mormon was simply a product
of its time may be a necessary fiction to explain it but it is a fiction
none the less. If they may be trusted in nothing else, the voluminous
writings of the anti-Mormons stand as monumental evidence for cne fact:
that Mormonism and the Book of Mormon were in no way a product of the
society in which they arose. SIN 531, 565.

If scholarship has any obligation to society to protect the layman from
predatory quacks and imposters, no more urgent occasion or perfect oppor-
tunity for the exercise of true learning can be imagined than that offered
by the bold, uncompromising challenge of the Boock of Mormon. If it is
weak, it should have been knocked over long ago; if it can't be knocked
over, the public should be told as much. As long as it stands, it is a
standing rebuke to scholarship. MIX 147.

Instead of the vigorous onslaught that the Book of Mormon hypothesis
invites and deserves, it has elicited only a long monotonous drizzle of
authoritarian denunciation, the off-hand opinions of impatient scholars
whose intelligence and whose official standing will not allow them to
waste a moment more than is necessary to write off an imposture so
obviously deserving of contempt. SIN v

Where will you find another work remotely approaching the Book of Mormon

in scope and daring? It appears suddenly out of nothing--not an accumulation
of 25 years like the Koran, but a single staggering performance, bursting

on a shocked and scandalized world like an explosion, the full-blown

history of an ancient people, following them through all the trials, triumphs,
and vicissitudes of a thousand years without a break, telling how a
civilization originated, rose to momentary greatness, and passed away,

giving due attention to every phase of civilized history in a densely

=3-=



compact and rapidly moving story that interweaves dozens of plots with
an inexhaustible fertility of invention and an uncanny consistency that
is never caught in a slip or contradiction. We respectfully solicit the
name of any student or professor in the world who could come within ten
thousand miles of such a performance. As a sheer tour-de-force there is
nothing like it. The theory that Joseph Smith wrote the Book of Mormon
simply will not stand examination. SIN 156.

In your Tibetan epic you might get something right by happy accident
once in a while but don't expect it. You may console yourself by turning
to any good historical novel dealing with the ancient world and marking
with a red pencil every anachronism, incongruity, and inaccuracy in the
book. The result is carnage, but be merciful! To realize what difficulties
confront the creative historian, one has but to contemplate the laborious
production of the Book of Mormon's latest critics. It was all too easy
for the present author, lacking the unfair advantage of either wit or
learning, to show where Mrs. Brodie in composing a history of events but
a hundred years old contradicted herself again and again. ILDWJ 133-135.

RELIGIONS AND THE BOOK OF MORMON. Perhaps the most remarkable thing about
the Book of Mormon and the Pearl of Great Price is the way they knocked the
walls out of the narrow religious edifice of Wesern man of the early
nineteenth century. Without them Mormonism might well be charged, as it has
been, with being nothing but a segment of a narrow isolated sub-section of
Protestant Christianity. With them, it breaks into the Big Picture in the
grand manner, for while one of these books takes us far away in time and
place as it is possible to get in human history, showing God's dealings

as it were with men of another world, the other by choosing an Fgyptian
provenance cuts for us the largest possible slice of the religious experience
of the race.

0, ye of little knowledge! -- the trouble with the little picture is
that one can never be sure of it. It is outlined by the areas that surround
it, and if one ignores them, the lapidary perfection of the small picture is
little more than a glorified doodling.

Even if an Egyptologist were to fly through time and live among the
ancient Egyptians we would still have no guarantee of his capacity to "think
Egyptian." It is impertinent to claim mastery of a mode of thought when no
control exists to confirm or refute our claims. NEP 87 (XXIX)

To say that the young fanatic Joseph Smith succeeded in separating
revivalism from emotionalism makes about as much sense as to talk of
separating Romanism from Rome or separating the front of a piece of
paper from the back. Calvinism and revivalism "without either the
stress on human depravity of the former or the excessive emotionalism
of the latter" are simply Hamlet with Hamlet left out. SIN 592

To write a history of what could have happened at the very beginning
of recorded history would have been as far beyond the scope of any scholar
living in 1830 as the construction of an atom bomb would have been. IDWJ 285.

.the discovery of the Elephantine documents in 1925 showed that
colonies of Jews actually did flee into the desert in the manner of Lehi,
during his lifetime, and for the same reasons; arriving in their new home
far up the Nile, they proceeded to build a replica of Solomon's Temple,
exactly as Lehi did upon landing in the New World. Both of these oddities,
ard especially the latter, were once considered damning refutations of the
Book of Mormon. DAR 6.
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The great boldness and originality of writings attributed to Joseph Smitch
are displayed in their full scope and splendor in the account, contained
in what is called the Book of Third Nephi in the Book of Mormon, of how
the Lord Jesus Christ after his resurrection visited some of his "other
sheep" in the New World and set up his church among them. It would be
hard to imagine a project more dangerous to life and limb or perilous to
the soul than that of authorizing and recommending to the Christian world
as holy scripture writings purporting to contain an accurate account of
the deeds of the Lord among men after his resurrection, including lengthy
transcripts of the very words he spoke. Nothing short of absolute integrity
could stand up to the consequences of such daring in 19th Century America.
We know exactly how his neighbors reacted to the claims of Joseph Smith,
and it was not as it has become customary to insist with the complacent
or sympathetic tolerance of "Yorkers" to whom such things were everyday
experience: nothing could equal their indignation and rage. CHI 1.

To fill the qualifications of the Stick of Joseph we must have, then,

1) a writing,

2) canpounded of the doings of the descendants and associates of
Joseph, (not Judah) : )

3) it must be held in the hand of Ephraim, who is of Joseph, not
Judah;

4) it must be much like the Bible, the Stick of Judah, so much so
that the two will fit together perfectly like two parts of a single
tally-stick; '

5) it must be brought forth long after the scattering of Israel,
at a time when "the whole house of Israel" shall say "our bones are dried,
and our hope has perished; we are destroyed!"

6) it must go forth as a sumons "before their eyes" at that time
when the Lord sets his hand to "take the children of Israel from among
the heathen, whether they be gone . . . ." ¢

7) the bringing together of the two documents will reverse the
process described in Zechariah, by which covenants between these two rods
were "cut in two," for as all commentators agree, the joining of the
sticks means the re-establishment of the 0ld covenants between them.

In the Book of Mormon we have a document that fulfills all these
qualifications, and even the Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great
Price may enter into the picture, for they are all of Joseph, are all
given into the hand of Ephraim to propagate and defend, and are all
bound together as "one stick" with the Book of Mormon. STT 338.

If the historical part of the book of Ether were to be put forth
to the world as the translation of some text found, let us say, in the
Cave of the Thousand Buddhas, the experts on early Asia might think it
a work of fiction but would find nothing in it, barring the strange
proper names, to make them doubt that it reflected a genuine ancient
culture. If you want to be very cautious, you might say there is very
little in it that would annoy the expert. But bearing in mind that
Asiatic studies are still in embryo, and considering the condition under
which this work was published, and the fabulously remote probability
of the writer's getting anything right at all, I think no further credentials
are necessary to establish the authenticity of the book, which repeatedly
claims to be reporting the ways of very early Asiatics. The book of
Ehter, like First Nephi, rings the bell much too often to represent
the marksmanship of a man shooting at random in the dark. IDWJ 266.




But now we come to the crux of the matter for Latter—day Saints.
Can the sticks of Ezekiel, along with everything else they represent,
be understood to be books? Strictly speaking, they were nothing else.
A book, says Webster, is "specifically: A formal written document;
esp., a deed of conveyance of land; a charter." The tribal rods were
just that, no matter how brief the writing on them, while the whole 0ld
Testament, in spite of its length and complexity, is a "book" in exactly
the same sense: a "testament," a single binding legal document. STTI 152.

The correctest book in the world is the one that will be found to contain
the fewest untrue statements after all the books in the world have been
checked and campared. Of course, no one can know today which book that
will be, unless one knows by revelation. But such a statement made about
the Book of Mormon by its translator invites the most searching examination.
SIN 8.

The Book of Mormon in structure and design is every bit as complicated,
involved, and ingenious as the works of a Swiss watch, and withal just as
smoothly running. With no model to follow and no instruction of any kind
(where was the model? Who could instruct?) the writer of that book brought
together thousands of ideas and events and knit them together in a most
marvelous unity. Yet the critics like to think they have explained the
Book of Mormon completely if they can just discover where Joseph Smith
might have got one of his ideas or expressions! MIX 546.

If we were to ask an IBM machine, a super-electronic memorizer, associator,
and classifier of data, to tell us which cultural, historical and intellectual
influences are most prominent in the Book of Mormon, we would consider the
machine's response utterly worthless unless we had first stocked it with

ten thousand times more facts than any human mind contains. Yet every

Book of Mormon critic thinks he can answer the question by referring to
whatever tiny patch of knowledge he happens to sit on. What do we trust

in the critics? Certainly it cannot be their knowledge--it must be

instinct. MIX 854.

ON THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS. If nothing else, the Dead Sea Scrolls--by
throwing wide the door to possibilities that no scholar until now would
even consider and by removing the classical obstacles that have always
barred the layman from viewing the Book of Mormon with respect, namely
the myth that the scriptures as we have them are complete and perfect
for all time and that the world already knows everything essential about
the ancient people of God--have set the stage for more thorough and
serious study of the Book of Mormon than it has yet received. A summary
of the important points of agreement between that work and the writings
from the Dead Sea as we have noted them through the years will indicate
what a vast field is opening out. SIN 977 (ml).

PERFECTION. The whole theme of religion is eternal life. But beings who
would live forever must be prepared to do so--they must be perfect. Nothing
but perfection will do for an order of existence that is to last forever and
ever. The striving for perfection is the theme of the Manual of Discipline.
The sectaries of Qumran knew that the greatest of all prizes was not to be
cheaply bought, that there could be no cheating or cutting of corners; to
prepare for eternity, one must be willing to go all the way. Whatever may
have been their human failings, these people, as the Roman Catholic scholar



George Molin observed, must be taken seriously and viewed with great
respect. The proper title for them, the name they gave themselves,

he maintains, is "Latter-day Saints" and he deplores the preemption of
that name at the present time by a "so-called Christian sect." A careful
reading of the Manual of Discipline will show that it has a great deal in
comon with the Book of Breathings. MES 255.

BOOK OF MORMON AUTHENTICITY: EXTERNAL EVIDENCES--APOCRYPHA. The Dead Sea
Scrolls bind the Old Testament and the New Testament together as nothing else,
and almost all the Scrolls so far published show remarkable affinity to the
Book of Mormon, as well as the restored Church. Why should this be? Or am

I just imagining things? The proper cure for "parallelomania" is not to
avoid parallels but to explain them: every parallel has a proper

explanation, even if it is only mere coincidence or illusion. There are
marks on rocks that sometimes look like writings or like fossilized plants;
these are not to be ignored even though they often turn out to be misleading,
because once in awhile they really are true writing and true fossils. Resemblances
between the Bible and the Book of Mormon are not hard to explain; far from
being evidence of fraud, they are rather confirmation of authenticity. If
the Book of Mormon is what it pretends to be, we should expect to find a
strong biblical influence in it. Its prophets sound like those of the

0ld Testament because they studied and consciously quoted the words of those
prophets, and all prophets moreover are programmed to sound alike, being
called for the same purpose under much the same conditions. CNW 165.

1. The tradition of the sacred buried record meets us full-blown in the
similar preservation of the scrolls and the Book of Mormon.

2. The community of Qumran was led into the desert by such a man (as Lehi)
centuries later, and there is coniderable evidence that his was an established
and traditional routine of great antiquity.

3. We find the Qumran people offering animal sacrifice and observing the
Law of Moses under the directio of legitimate priests, and yet at the same
time observing ordinances of a strangely Christian nature. . .its counterpart
is found in the Book of Mormon.

4. The Qumran people denounce the Jews at Jerusalem for their corruption
and laxity in observing the Law. . . . This is exactly the attitude of Nephi.
5. They keep the Law of Moses but in everything anticipate the coming of
the Messiah and the New Covenant. . .This parallels the Book of Mormon
situation exactly.

6. They see a peculiar significance in going out into the wilderness and

in choosing a site where they can establish a large and elaborate system of
tanks and basins for washings and baptisms. One thinks immediately of Alma's
comunity in the wilderness at the Waters of Mormon.

7. They were organized into a general congregation with a council of twelve
laymen headed by three priests.
8. The Dead Sea writings are full of angels, prophets, ancient writings,

and prophecies of things to come, especially the coming of the Messiah, the
literal resurrection of the dead, and the destruction of the world by fire.
These things are treated in a peculiar "apocalyptic" way that is much closer
to the Book of Mormon than to the Bible.

9. Same scholars believe that the greatest single revelation of the scrolls
is the existenc= of a great prophetic tradition that has been completely
forgotten. Its greatest representative is the mysterious "Teacher of
Righteousness" or "Righteous Teacher," a major prophet whose very existence
was unknown until 1950. . .he was of priestly descent, being of the line of



zadok, another mysterious prophet, whom scme believed lived at the time

of Moses and who is the type of the true priest who looked forward to

the Messiah . . . the important thing is the discovery not of controversial
individuals but an undeniable tradition of a line of persecuted Messianic
prophets. This is in perfect agreement with the Zenock and Zenos tradition
in the Book of Mormon.

10. For the first time we now learn of the ancient Jewish background of
(1) the theological language of the New Testament and Christian apocrypha.
(2) their eschatological doctrines, and (3) their organizational and
liturgical institutions. All three receive their fullest exposition in

3 Nephi. . . . DEA 234-35.



