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THE ZELPH STORY

by Kenneth W. Godfrey

When the twenty men who formed the vanguard of Zion’s Camp
left Kirtland, Ohio, on 1 May 1834, they could not know that one
of their most lasting and intriguing contributions to Latter-day
Saint history would take place, not on a Missouri battlefield but
rather on top of a large mound in Illinois.1 This elevation,
apparently located one mile south of modern Valley City, has been
called Naples-Russell Mound Number Eight, Pike County.2
According to historian Stanley B. Kimball, this mound is a
"typical prehiStoric Middle Woodland mortuary complex of the
Hopewell culture."3 There, on 3 June 1834, members of Zion’s
Camp located a few bones, including a broken femur and an
arrowhead, approximately a foot below the earth’s surface, and
these remains became the catalyst for revelation to Joseph, the
Seer, regarding the skeleton’s identity.

Subsequently, the information recorded by several of the
camp’s members would be used by historians, geographers and other
scholars as evidence that Book of Mormon events, especially those
in its closing chapters, took place in the northeastern part of
the United States.4 Because this account is cited so frequently,

usually as it is given in the History of the Church,5 it seems

useful to examine closely the primary sources reporting the
details of this extraordinary event.
The day after the finding of Zelph, the Prophet Joseph Smith,

"on the banks of the Mississippi River," wrote a letter to his



wife Emma. While he does not mention Zelph by name, Joseph
describes the setting in general:

The whole of our journey, in the midst of so large a

company of social honest and sincere men, wandering over

the plaines of the Nephites, recounting occasionaly the

history of the Book of Mormon, roving over the mounds of

that once beloved people of the Lord, picking up their

skulls & their bones, as a proof of its divine

authenticity, and gazing upon a country the fertility,

the splendour and the goodness so igdescribable, all

serves to pass away time unnoticed.
Obviously, Joseph and his companions were inspired and elated as
they moved closer to their land of promise in Missouri. The
territory they were in was vast, rich, and unsettled. The
ghostly mounds of former inhabitants, however, reminded Joseph
and his camp that the land had once been occupied. As they went,
they naturally talked about the Book of Mormon. Joseph called
the land "the plaines of the Nephites." They believed that the
mounds had belonged to "that once beloved people," and they
interpreted the mere fact that skulls and bones were readily
found as evidence of the divine authenticity of the book.
Evidently they were most impressed by the fact that a prior
civilization had been destroyed from off the face of this land,
for the Book of Mormon similarly reported the destruction of a
large group of people on this continent. Simple confirmation of
the fact that destructions had taken place was evidence enough
for these adventurers that the Book of Mormon was true.

Beyond enjoying this general confirmation of their faith, the

members of Zion’s Camp received more specific information about

one skeleton in particular. Although Joseph did not mention this



particular episode in his letter to Emma, seven others in the
camp made records about the finding of Zelph’s bones and what
Joseph said about them. These records are generally consistent
with each other, but they leave a number of details in doubt.
Who was Zelph? Was he a Nephite or a Lamanite? When did he die?
What army was he in? As will be seen, the answers to these
questions cannot be given with certainty from the complex
historical sources that resulted from this event. While this
means that Book of Mormon scholars must remain tentative in
drawing implications from this notable incident, it does not
diminish the fact that Joseph was moved by the spirit of
revelationvto speak about Zelph and his noble past in connection
with Book of Mormon peoples or their descendants.

Finding Zelph

Seven men who were in Zion’s Camp wrote or dictated accounts
of the Zelph incident. Their accounts will be discussed in the
apparent order in which they were written. The data they furnish
is summarized in a chart as Appendix 1. In the quotations from
these diaries and journals, minor improvements in some spelling
and punctuation have been made to enhance their readability.7

(1) Reuben McBride’s account is shorter and less detailed
than the others, but it may have been the first one recorded,
having been written on the day the find occurred, although in no
case are we completely sure when the information was put down in
writing. McBride wrote:

Tuesday [(June] 3 [1834] visited the mounds. A skeleton

was dug up [by] Joseph, said his name was Zelph a great

warrior under the Prophet Omandagus. An arrow was found
in his Ribs--



[page break; top of next page begins with different
lighter ink, indicated here by underlining; it is partly
illegible, but appears to read:

His name was Zelph a warior under the Prophet
omandaqus Zelph a white Laman[i]te

Crossed the Missipi River on the 4 (th of June)_ 2

days in Crossing
June 6 resumed our jorney (illegible) at Salt River

Staid 12 days

From Salt River to Richmond Ray County (illegible)
that (illegible) the (illegible) . . .

(June) 19 on fishing River

(June) 20 went 5 miles meeting held counsel

June 24 Colera (illegible)

(June) 23 Arived at Rush Creek

Rush Creek Mo Clay Co
Choler (June) 24.]

—-which he said he suposed ocaisoned his death Said he
was killed in battle. Said he was a man of God and the
curse was taken off or in part he was a white Lamanite
was known from the atlantic to the Rocky Mountains [bold

type indicates words added interlinearly].
June, the 4 came to the Missipi River were 2 days in

Crossing being very high one mile wide
On the 7th arived at Salt River. Staid their 12
days to recrute and reogganise. Some came from Michigan

and joined the company.

According to this handwritten journal, Zelph was a great warrior
under Omandagus,9 a man of God, and a white Lamanite known from
the Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains,lO and the arrow that killed

him was found with his remains. Joseph Smith is credited with

uncovering the bones, but little more is said.ll

(2) Another member of Zion’s Camp, 22-year old Moses Martin,

also kept a diary of his experiences while traveling through Pike

County:

This being in the Co of Pike, here we discovered a large
quantity of large mounds. Being filed with curiosity we
excavated the top of one so[m?]e 2 feete when we came to
the bones of an extraordinary large person or human
being, the thigh bones being 2 inches longer from one
Socket to the other than of the Prophet wh# who is
upwards of 6 feete high which would have constuted some



8 or 9 feete high. 1In the trunk of this skeleton near
the vitals we found a large stone arrow which I suppose
broug[h]t him to his end. Soon after this Joseph had a
vision and the Lord shewed him that this man was once a
mighty Prophet and many other things concerning his
people. Thus we found those mounds to have be[en]
deposits for the dead which had falen no doubt in some
great Batles. In addition to this we found many large
fortifications which als[o] denotes siviliseation and an
innumerable population which has falen by wars and
comotion and the Banks of this Beautiful River became
the deposit of many hundred thousands whose graves and
fortifications haszare overgrown with the sturdy oak 4
feete in diameter.

It is interesting to note that while Martin is impressed with the
size of the skeleton and with Joseph’s vision of the unnamed
prophet, he says nothing about his being killed in battle, about
his ancestry, about hié name, or about hié havihg.served under a
prophet chief named Omandagus or Onandagus. Instead, in the
Martin account, this deceased man was "a mighty prophet,'" while
nothing more is written, for example, about his being a white
Lamanite. No details are given about who did the excavating.

(3) Wilford Woodruff, who five years later would be called to
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, wrote in his journal the

following account of what transpired:

While on our travels we visited many of the mounds which
were flung up by the ancient inhabitants of this
continent, probably by the Nephites & Lamanites. We
visited one of those Mounds and several of the brethren
dug into it and took from it the bones of a man.

Brother Joseph had a vission respecting the person he
said he was a white Lamanite, the curse was taken from
him or at least in part, he was killed in battle with an
arrow, the arrow was found among his ribs, one of his
thigh bones was broken, this was done by a stone flung
from a sling in battle years before his death, his name
was Zelph. Some of his bones were brought into the camp
and the thigh bone which was broken was put into my
waggon and I carried it to Missouri. Zelph was a large
thick set man and a man of God, he was a warrior under
the great prophet that was known from the hill Cumorah



to the Rocky mountains1
receieved in a vision.

3 The above knowledge Joseph

Sometime later (date unknown), Woodruff added interlinearly
in the same paragraph the following information:

+considerd to be 300 feet above the level of the

Illinois river, three persons dug into the mound & found

a body, Elder Milton Holmes took the arrow out of the

back bones that killed Zelph & brought it with some of

the bones into the camp, I visited the same mound with

qesse J. Smith. Who the other persons were thaE4dug

into the mound & found the body I am undecided.

At the same time, he apparently also added the word Onandagus
after the words "great prophet," and inserted the words on East
sea after "Cumorah."

Woodruff says that the Prophet "Onandagus" was known "from
the hill Cumorah on East sea to the Rocky mountains." This is
the earliest source for this geographical data. He too reported
that the information about the skeleton came through a vision
given to the Prophet Joseph. Two other accounts of this incident
were later penned by Woodruff, but their wording is essentially
identical to the one above except for omitting the information
added interlineally to the earlier paragraph (See Appendix 1).

From the last few lines of the interlinear addition, it seems
that Wilford Woodruff visited the mound only after the original
group had made the find and that he remained "undecided" about
who dug and found the body. While the point is not entirely
clear, it appears that he was not with the original party, thus
his value as a witness to the events on the mound is somewhat
diminished. He almost certainly was party to discussions that

took place away from the mound, however, since the thigh bone was

carried in his own wagon.



(4) The longest and most detailed near-contemporaneous
account about Zelph was written by Levi Hancock, later one of the
Presidents of the Seventy. Like Woodruff, he did not go with the
group that discovered the remains of Zelph, but he saw the bones
and the arrowpoint they brought back to camp. Hancock wrote in

his journal:

On the way to Illinois River where we camped on the west
side in the morning, many went to see the big mound
about a mile below the crossing, I did not go on it but
saw some bones that was brought with a broken arrow,
they was layed down by our camp Joseph addressed himself
to Sylvester Smith, "This is what I told you and now I
want to tell you that you may know what I meant; this
land was called the land of desolation and Onendagus was
the king and a good man was he, there in that mound did
he bury his dead and did not dig holes as the people do
now but they brought there dirt and covered them untill
you see they have raised it to be about one hundread
feet high, the last man buried was Zelf, he was a white
Lamanite who fought with the people of Onendagus for
freedom, when he was young he was a great warrior and
had his th[igh] broken and never was set, it knited
together as you see on the side, he fought after it got
strength untill he lost every tooth in his head save one
when the Lord said he had done enough and suffered him
to be killed by that arrow you took from his brest."
These words he said as the camp was moving of[f] the
ground; as near as I could learn he had told them
something about the mound and got them to go and see for
themselves. I then remembered what he had said a few
days before while passing many mounds on our way that
was left of us; said he, "there are the bodies of wicked
men who have died and are angry at us; if they can take
the advantage of us they will, for if we live they will
have no hope." Ilgould not comprehend it but supposed
it was all right.

Hancock reports different information than do the earlier
accounts when he tells us the land was named Desolation and that
Onendagus was a king and a good man, but he says nothing about

his being a prophet. However, he does inform us that Zelph lost

all his teeth but one, and he implies that Zelph was relatively



8
aged at death. His account makes no mention of the Hill Cumorah,
but it agrees that Zelph was a white Lamanite.

Hancock’s is the only source to report any specific
circumstances surrounding Joseph Smith’s statements about the
skeleton, and this information may be significant: He spoke
about it to Sylvester Smith. This is not a trivial point, for

16 who "rebelled

Sylvester Smith was a troublemaker in the camp,
against the order of the camp," eventually apostatizing.17
Joseph’s addressing him specifically may have been intended as a
warning of evil influences and threats from "the bodies of the
wicked men" buried in these mounds who were "angry" at the camp
as they marched through "desolation." Such threats surrounding
the group required their fullest obedience and alertness in order
to escape.

(5) An account of the finding of Zelph by Heber C. Kimball
was published in the Times and Seasons in 1845 under the title,
"Extracts from H. C. Kimball’s Journal." An identical account,
except for a lack of editing, is found in the autobiography of
Heber C. Kimball dictated to James Sloan after the Saints arrived
in the Salt Lake Valley. The Kimball account under the date June
3, 1834, published in 1845, says:

on Tuesday the 3rd, we went up, several of us, with

Joseph Smith Jr. to the top of a mound on the bank of

the Illinois river, which was several hundred feet above

the river, and from the summit of which we had a

pleasant view of the surrounding country: we could

overlook the tops of the trees on to the meadow or

prairie on each side the river as far as our eyes could

extend, which was one of the most pleasant scenes I ever

beheld. On the top of this mound there was the

appearance of three altars, which had been built of

stone, one above another, according to the ancient
order; and the ground was strewn over with human bones.



This caused in us very peculiar feelings, to see the
bones of our fellow creatures scattered in this manner,
who had been slain in ages past. We felt prompted to
dig down into the mound, and sending for a shovel and
hoe, we proceeded to move away the earth. At about one
foot deep we discovered the skeleton of a man, almost
entire; and between two of his ribs we found an Indian
arrow, which had evidently been the cause of his death.
We took the leg and thigh bones and carried them along
with us to Clay county. All four appeared sound. Elder
B. Young has yet the arrow in his possession. It is a
common thing to find bones thus drenching upon the earth
in this country.

The same day, we pursued our journey. While on our
way we felt anxious to know who the person was who had
been killed by that arrow. It was made known to Joseph
that he had been an officer who fell in battle, in the
last destruction among the Lamanites, and his name was
Zelph. This caused us to rejoice much, to think that
God was so mindful of us as to show these things to his
servant. Brother Joseph haggenquired of the Lord and it
was made known in a vision.

Kimball alone says that Zelph was killed in "the last
destruction among the Lamanites," although the meaning of this
phrase in unclear. "Last" may refer to the final destruction of
the Nephites 1500 years earlier, or it may have reference to the
last battle of Zelph’s people, whoever they were. The battle was
"among the Lamanites," which may mean between the Nephites and
the Lamanites, but may also refer to a battle of Lamanites
against other Lamanites, allowing that the Lamanites may have had
prophets among them if the statement about Zelph being a "mighty
prophet" is given credence. His account is also unique in that
he says he went with Joseph Smith, Jr., to the top of the mound
and relates that they felt prompted to dig down into the mound,
but first they had to send for a shovel and hoe before they could
proceed to move away the earth. The discovery was made after

digging about one foot.1? The other early accounts do not say
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that Joseph was present when the bones were dug up; rather they
state or imply that he was not involved until some time later.
According to Kimball, it was later in the day while continuing on
the journey westward that the Prophet made the identification of
the person whose bones they had found, which is consistent with
Hancock’s statement that Joseph spoke "as the camp was moving off
the ground." Kimball states further that this was made known by
means of a vision to Joseph after he had inquired of the Lord.

Kimball’s account has a different tone from the earlier ones,
especially when compared with Martin and Hancock. Instead of
mentioning any concerns about death, destructioﬁ, evil
influences, the angry dead, or thousands of graves, Kimball
paints an idyllic scene, pleasantly overlooking meadow and tree
tops, and he recalls their "peculiar feelings" as feelings of
sympathy for these "fellow creatures" whose bones had been
scattered in ages past. His depiction is in keeping with the
joyous spirit reflected in Joseph’s letter to Emma.

Kimball also speaks of locating certain remains that had "the
appearance" of three altars, a detail mentioned in no other
primary source. The passage of time may have dimmed Kimball’s
memory on this point.20 Moreover, Kimball’s account makes no
explicit reference to the Nephites, and he sees the value of
Joseph’s vision primarily not in what it revealed about the
ancient inhabitants of that region, but in how it showed that

"God was so mindful of" the camp and especially of his "servant,

Brother Joseph."
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(6) George A. Smith, another member of Zion’s Camp who became
an apostle, included the following information in a history

prepared in 1857:

Monday, 2 June 1834: Some of us visited a mound on a
bluff about 300 feet high and dug up some bones, which
excited deep interest among the brethren. The President
and @anyzgthers visited the mound on the following
morning.

According to this brief version, the discovery of Zelph excited
deep interest among the brethren, and Joseph’s visit to the mound
came on the morning after the discovery of the skeleton.

(7) Sometime after arriving in the Salt Lake Valley,
probably during the 1850’s, Wilford Woodruff began writing his
autobiography. An examination of the manuscript in his own hand,
now in the Church archives, reveals that when he came to that
part of his life when the bones of Zelph were found, he added
information that is not found in his journal account. Woodruff’s

autobiographical account is as follows:

During our travels we visited many mounds thrown up by
the Ancient inhabitants of Nephites and Lamanites, this
morning we went unto a high mound near the river Joseph
& many of the Brethren went up this mound was very high
from the top of it--we could overlook the tops of the
trees as far as our vision could extend and the scenery
was truly delightful. On the top of the mound were
stones which presented the Appearance of three Alters
having been erected one above the other according to the
Ancient order of things & human bones were strun upon
the ground. We had taken a shovel along with us Brother
Joseph wished us to dig into the mound we dug into it
about one foot & came upon the skeleton of a man almost
entire and an Arrow was found sticking in his back bone
Elder Milton Holmes picked it out & brought it into camp
with one of his leg bones which had been brocken He put
the leg bones in my waggon & I carried it to Clay County
Missouri. Brother Joseph feeling anxious to learn
something Governing the man, prayed to the Lord & the
Lord gave him a vision in open day while lying in his
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waggon, this mound & his history was placed before him.
His name was Zelph, He was a white Lamanite the curse
had been taken off from him because of his faith and
righteousness He had embraced the gospel, he was a short
stout thick set man, He had been a great warrior, Had
joined the Nephites & fought for them under the
direction of the great Onandagus who held sway & command
over the Armies of the Nephites from the Hill Cumorah &
Eastern sea to the rocky mountains though the Book of
Mormon does not speak of him, He was a great warrior
leader & great prophet Zelph had his thigh bone brocken
from the sling of a stone while in battle in the yr of
his youth He was killed with the Arrow sticking in his
back bone the vision of the great prophet at the time
that Zelph was killed was opened to the prophet Joseph &
there [word unclear] were heaped upon the earth & that
great Mound of near 300 Feet High placed over them. I
felt impressed to bury Zelph’s thigh bone in Temple
Block at Jackson County Missouri but I did not have an
opportunity and I brought it to Clay County near the
house owned by Colonel Arthur & occupled by Lyman Wight.

The arrow head is now in possession of his wife Emma
Woodrugg [wrltten in another hand, probably at a later
date].

In this account, written upwards of 20 years after the event, the
Prophet was lying on his back in his wagon when he received the
vision in "open day" regarding not only Zelph but the mound and
its history. Zelph is here described as a "short, stout, thick
set" man, in contrast to the extremely tall man in the Moses
Martin account. According to Woodruff, he had joined the
Nephites and fought for them under the direction of the Prophet
onandagus, who, he says, is not referred to in the Book of
Mormon, but who "held sway" from the Hill Cumorah and Eastern sea
to the Rocky Mountains. Zelph’s thigh bone was broken by a stone
while in a battle in his youth, and he was killed by the arrow
found in his back. We are led to believe that the thigh bone was
buried near the Clay County house owned by a Colonel Arthur.

Emma Woodruff, according to the writing at the bottom of this
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account, had possession of the arrow, not Brigham Young nor Burr
Riggs, as in other accounts. This might indicate that President
Young did not attach any particular significance to either the
arrow or the remains in which it was found. Finally, in this
account, Zelph was clearly associated with the Nephites, as also
was Onandagus.

(8) On 22 February 1893, James E. Talmage visited President
Wilford Woodruff who showed him "a sacred relic then in his
possession in the shape of an Indian arrow head." This arrow was
said to have been the cause of the death of the white Lamanite,
Zelph. The arrow point had allegedly come into the president’s
possession through Zina Young Card, a daughter of Brigham Young
who, according to the same account, had formerly had possession
of it. President Woodruff, at the suggestion of George F. Gibbs,
his secretary, then dictated the following account regarding the

finding of Zelph:

While traveling with Zion’s camp, through the State of
Ohio, we came to a very high mound, to the top of which
we climbed by means of steps over which grass had grown.
The steps were very wide, probably about twelve feet.

We found the top of the mound to be quite level and to
cover a great deal of ground. After overlooking the
surrounding country, and descending half way down we
were halted by command of the Prophet Joseph. We had
taken a shovel with us to the top of the mound, thinking
we might have some use for it, and after halting, the
Prophet, speaking to the man who had the shovel, told
him to throw up the dirt at a certain place to which he
pointed, After removing a little more than six inches
of soil the skeleton of a man was discovered, from a
joint in whose backbone the Prophet drew a flint arrow
head which had been the means of taking his life.

The Lord showed the Prophet Joseph that this was the
skeleton of a white Lamanite named Zelph, and that he
fought under a great chieftain named Onandagus, whose
dominion covered an immense body of country. The book
of Mormon does n053mention the name of this Indian
Chief, Onandagus.



14

In this account, dictated 59 years after the event, Woodruff
says that he accompanied the Prophet onto the hill, which was not
the case according to his earlier accounts; he also adds details
that are absent from his Journal and from the other primary
sources. He tells us they took the hoe and the shovel with them,
while others said they had to send for them after they arrived on
top of the hill. He also states that they were halfway down the
hill before they began digging and that they commenced at the
request of the Prophet himself. President Woodruff also tells us
that they found ancient steps which they used to make their way
up the hi11.2%* Understandably, some details had faded in the
memory of President Woodruff and other points had been logically
added over the space of many intervening years. Still several
basic parts of the story are recognizable in this late
recollection.

Thus, we see that the story of Zelph is recounted in multiple
documents. My purpose in scrutinizing these accounts closely is
not in any way to discredit the diligent writers of these diary
and journal entries. Given the circumstances under which these
records were kept and the independent viewpoint of most of these
authors one from one another, it is remarkable that they agree in
as many respects as they do. There can be no doubt that the men
of Zion’s Camp were deeply impressed with the discovery on 3 June
1834 of the bones of a man Joseph called Zelph. Nevertheless,
some accounts report one detail; others give additional and
sometimes conflicting details. Several of these facts are

significant in interpreting the nature and meaning of this



15
discovery and of the revealed insights shared by the Prophet
Joseph with his companions soon afterward. Interestingly, the
earlier accounts do not expressly identify Zelph with the
Nephites, as do the later accounts. Perhaps this is because
Joseph’s statements to his brethren were not as clear to them at
the time they were made as they seemed to them later in
retrospect or as we might be inclined to assume today. It also
appears that particular information, originally couched in
several of these accounts with some degree of probability, came
to be understood with greater certainty and specificity than the
earlier written records indicate. Accordingly, close and
cautious examination of these historical records is necessary.

How the Story of Zelph Was Prepared for the History of the Church

The foregoing examination of the primary sources for the
Zelph story has laid the foundation for a comparison of them with
the section on Zelph in the History of the Church, the source
consulted by most people on this subject. The story of Zelph is
related in this history as if Joseph Smith himself were telling
it, but that is not actually the case, of course. How then did
the story reached its present form in this history?

In 1842, Willard Richards, as Church Historian, was assigned
the task of compiling a large number of documents and producing a
history of the Church from them. He worked on this material
between 21 December 1842 and 27 March 1843. He himself had not
joined the Church until 1836, but he would easily have learned
from associates that the Prophet had kept no record of the march

of Zion’s Camp. Therefore, Richards presumably had to rely on
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the writings or recollections of Kimball and Woodruff and perhaps
others for his information. The McBride and Martin accounts in
particular, and perhaps also the Hancock record, might have been
unknown to him, as the writers were not prominent church figures.
He may also have checked the story with the Prophet himself, for
the latter was overseeing the preparation of the history.

A close study of the accounts discussed above allows us to
see how Richards probably came to write what he did. Since this
was only one small incident in a long narrative, he did not spend
a long time checking for detailed consistency in what he wrote,
or at least he introduced minor differences or discrepancies into
the story. For example, Wilford Woodruff’s "inhabitants of this
continent" became "the inhabitants of this country," (others
would later say "county"), and Woodruff’s statement that mounds
in the area had been built "probably by the Nephites and
Lamanites" became an implied certainty when Richards left out the
word "probably." The mere "arrow" of the three earliest accounts
became an "Indian Arrow" (as in Kimball), and finally a
"Lamanitish Arrow." The phrase "known from the Atlantic to the
Rocky Mountain," as in the McBride diary, became "known from the
Hill Cumorah" (stricken out) or "eastern sea to the Rocky
Mountains," similar to words penned by Wilford Woodruff. The
statement that the battle in which Zelph was killed "among the
Lamanites" (as in Kimball) became "with the Lamanites." We
cannot tell whether these changes were true to Joseph’s original
intent, for they give the account an air of greater precision

than may have been originally present.
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Blending the sources available to him, and perhaps utilizing
oral input from some of the members of Zion’s Camp, but writing
as if he were Joseph Smith, historian Richards drafted the story
of Zelph as it appears in the "Manuscript History of the Church,
Book A-1" (words in bold type are in the handwriting of Wilmer

Benson) :

Tuesday the 3rd During our travels we visited
several of the mounds which had been thrown up by the
ancient inhabitants of this country, Nephites;-bamanite
s&es and this morning I went up on a high mound near the
river, accompanied by several the brethren. From this
mound we could overlook the tops of the trees and view
the prairie on each side of the river as far as our
vision could extend and the scenery was truly
delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented
the appearance of three altars having-been-ereeted; one
above the other, according to ancient order and the
remains of human bones were strewn over the surface of
the ground. The brethren procured a shovel and hoe, and
removing the earth to the depth of about one foot
discovered the skeleton of a man, almost entire, and
between his ribs the stone point of was a Laman[=]itish
arrow, which evidently produced his death. Elder Burr
Riggs Brigham-¥eung retained the Arrow, and-the-brethren
-earried-seme-pieces-of-the-sketeton-to-Stay-€ounty -

The contemplation of the scenery around befere us
produced peculiar sensations in our bosoms and
subsequently the vision of the past being opend to my
understanding by the Spirit of the Almighty, I
discovered that the person whose Skeleton we had seen wa
s-pefore-us was a white Lamanite, a large thick set man
and a man of God. His name was Zelph. He was a warrior
and chieftain under the great prophet Onandagus who was
known from the hiii}-€umerah-er eastern Sea, to the Rocky
Mountains, His-name-was-Zeiph. The curse was taken from
Zelph him, or at least, in part. one of his thigh bones
was broken by a stone flung from a sling, while in
battle, years before his death. He was killed in
battle, by the arrow found among his ribs, during a ast
great struggle with the Lamanites and-Nephites: Elder
Woodruff carried Ege thigh bone to Clay county. - , Note
I, Addenda page 5
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It is apparent that a number of details were not settled in
Richards’ mind as he drafted and revised this statement. The
careful reader will without too much difficulty be able to
identify the various sources upon which historian Richards drew
to construct the story of Zelph for the history.

A second copy of the same material exists, known as
"Manuscript History of the Church, Book A-2," apparently written
entirely in the hand of Wilmer Benson. It differs from the

Richards version in a dozen details of spelling, punctuation and
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phrasing, but only two differences are substantive. Where

Richards had Zelph "a man of God," Benson put "a son of God," and
the former’s in "a great struggle with the Lamanites" reads in
Benson, "the last great struggle with the Lamanites." The second
manuscript was written as a back-up in case the first was lost or
destroyed. Following the martyrdom of the Prophet, the Times and
Seasons published serially the "History of Joseph Smith." When
the story of the finding of Zelph appeared in the 1 January 1846

issue, it read as follows:

We encamped on the bank of the river until Tuesday
the 3rd during our travels we visited several of the
mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient
inhabitants of this county, Nephites, Lamanites, &C.,
and this morning I went up on a high mound, near the
river, accompanied by the brethren. From this mound we
could overlook the tops of the trees and view the
prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision
could extend, and the scenery was truly delightful.

Oon the top of the mound were stones which presented
the appearance of three alters having been erected one
above the other, according to ancient order; and human
bones were strewn over the surface of the ground. The
brethren procured a shovel and hoe, and removing the
earth to the depth of about one foot discovered [the]
skeleton of a man, almost entire, and between his ribs
was a Lamanitish arrow, which evidently produced his
death, Elder Brigham Young retained the arrow and the



brethren carried some peices of the skeleton to Clay

county. The comtemplation of the scenery before us

produced peculiar sensations in our bosoms; and the

visions of the past being opened to my understanding by

the spirit of the Almighty I discovered that the person

whose skeleton was before us, was a white Lamanite, a

large thick set man, and a man of God. He was a warrior

and chieftain under the great prophet Omandagus, who was

known from the hill Cumorah, or Eastern sea, to the

Rocky Mountains. His name was Zelph. The curse was

taken from him, or at least, in part; one of his thigh

bones was broken, by a stone flung from a sling, while

in battle years before his death. He was killed in

battle, by the arrow found among his ribs, during ge

last great struggle of the Lamanites and Nephites.
Most of the words crossed out in the Richards’ manuscript were,
for some unknown reason, included in this publication, along with
the point that the prophet’s name was Omandagus. Brigham Young,
not Burr Riggs, was still said to have retained the arrow, and
the reference to the Hill Cumorah, from the unamended Wilford
Woodruff Journal, was still included in the narrative. Further,
the concluding sentence in the Times and Seasons account reads,
"during the last great struggle of the Lamanites and Nephites,"
whereas both the Richards and Benson manuscripts had crossed off
"and Nephites."

The story of Zelph appeared again in June 1888 in the

Historical Record.28

This was a periodical edited and published
by Andrew Jenson, the Church’s primary historical writer at that
time. Burr Riggs was now said to have retained the arrow; the
Hill Cumorah was still mentioned, as were the Nephites.

The 1904 first edition of the B. H. Roberts’ edited History
of the Church in seven volumes had the account as Richards had

left it. 1In 1948, after Joseph Fielding Smith had become Church

historian, explicit references to the Hill Cumorah and the
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Nephites were reintroduced. That phrasing has continued to the

present in all reprintings.

When Reorganized LDS Church historian Heman C. Smith, in
1922, wrote his "History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints 1805-1835," he included the story of the finding of

Zelph without mentioning the man’s name:

We encamped on the bank of the river until Tuesday
the 3d. During our travels we visited several of the
mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient
inhabitants of this county, Nephites, Lamanites, etc.,
and this morning I went up on a high mound, near the
river, accompanied by the brethren. From this mound we
could overlook the tops of the trees and view the
prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision
could extend, and the scenery was truly delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented
the appearance of three altars having been erected one
above the other, according to ancient order; and human
bones were strewn over the surface of the ground. The
brethren procured a shovel and hoe, and removing the
earth to the depth of about one foot discovered [a]
skeleton of a man, almost entire, and between his ribs
was a Lamanitish arrow, which evidently produced his
death. Elder Brigham Young retained the arrow and the
brethregocarried some pieces of the skeleton to Clay
County.

That Heman Smith used the 1845 Times and Seasons account as his
source is apparent, and this material was, as shown earlier,
based on Heber C. Kimball’s recollections.

Historians in both the LDS Church and the RLDS Church have
written the accounts so that the reader believes he is reading
the Prophet Joseph Smith’s own words. While, as Dean Jessee has
shown, this was an accepted practice among nineteenth century
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historians, it has misled many readers by conveying the

impression that Joseph Smith personally recorded far more about
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the events in which he participated than was the case. Moreover,
the official historians would be faulted by modern scholars both
for shaping and modifying the published narratives to agree with
particular‘sources without considering their factual merits and
for ignoring several of the earliest sources.

Summary and Conclusions

In summary, I shall not attempt to reconstruct what Joseph
Smith may have said to members of Zion’s Camp regarding Zelph on
3 and 4 June, 1834. His exact wordé are beyond our historical
grasp. I shall offer, however, the following observations:

1. Discussion and argumentation about historical and
geographical questions in LDS circles has put more weight than is
justified on the detailed phrasing of the account of Zelph as it
is published in the History of the Church.

2. Joseph Smith himself did not write much about the
incident. He only came close to writing about it once, in his
letter to Emma on 4 June 1834, when he identified the terrain
over which the camp had marched as the "plaines of the Nephites.™"
These plains were in some respect associated with, or comparable
to, the battlefields of the Nephites, but beyond that it is
unclear what Joseph meant by this expression.

3. An examination of the original accounts of the events of
3 June 1834, on the Illinois River yields the following general
descriptions: The extant accounts vary in the range of
information they cover, from 40 words to about 375. Where they
report statements or observations about the same particular
point, unanimity is rare; noticeably different "facts" were

reported about the same events.
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Only one account (Hancock’s) is perfectly clear about not
being a firsthand witness to the primary happenings. All the
others leave it unclear whether the writers saw or heard for
themselves some or all of what they report or whether their
information came by hearsay. In no case are we certain how much
time elapsed before the journal accounts were recorded.

The experience of historians and the experiments of
psychologists have made clear that precise recall of details
about a happening fades notoriously rapidly. Differences in the
reported facts among the basic sources may owe in part to delays
in recording. Certainly Wilford Woodruff’s recollections 59
years after the event were markedly inaccurate, and Heber C.
Kimball’s story, which he seems to have put on the record at
least a decade after the Zelph affair, contains phrasings only
uncertainly supported by other accounts.

The earlier accounts are more tentative, ‘including words like
"suposed" (McBride), "suppose" and "no doubt" (Martin),
"probably" and "undecided" (Woodruff). The later accounts are
more specific and certain. The chart below shows the points of
agreement and difference in these sources.

4. Regarding the process by which the narrative as it
appears in the History of the Church was constructed by
historical writers, not all the details are apparent.
Practically all elements of the story incorporated into the
account by Willard Richards are found in just two sources, those
of Woodruff and Kimball. Kimball’s diaries begin with his

British mission in 1837, and his journal, from which the account
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of the finding of Zelph is taken, was dictated from memory to
Robert B. Thompson in 1840.32

5. It is probable that Joseph read what his clerks, Willard
Richards and Wilmer Benson, wrote about this event for the
history of the Church. Their manuscript accounts cross out all
reference to "the Nephites" and to the "hill Cumorah." We cannot
know on present evidence, however, whether the crossing out was
at his instance or with his approval, or not.

6. Versions of the Zelph narrative published by the Church
have changed slightly from time to time.

7. That members of Zion’s Camp dug up a skeleton near the
Illinois River in early June, 1834 is certain. Equally sure is
that Joseph Smith made statements about the deceased person and
his historical setting. It is unclear which statements
attributed to him derived from his vision, as opposed to being
implied or surmised, either by him or by others. Nothing in the
diaries suggests that the mound itself was discovered by
revelation.>?

Most sources agree that Zelph was a white Lamanite who fought
under a leader named Onandagus (variously spelled). Beyond that,
what Joseph said to his men is not entirely clear, judging by the
variations in the available sources. Therefore, those who try to
support a particular historical or geographical point of view
about the Book of Mormon by citing the Zelph story are on
inconclusive grounds.

8. The date of the man Zelph remains unclear. Expressions

such as "great struggles among the Lamanites," if accurately
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reported could refer to a period long after the close of the Book
of Mormon narrative as well as to the fourth century A.D. None

of the sources before the Willard Richards’ composition, however,

actually say that Zelph died in battle with the Nephites, only
that he died "in battle" when the otherwise unidentified people
of Onandagus were engaged in great wars "among the Lamanites."

Archaeological research in mounds near the one where the
bones of Zelph were discovered disclose that the mounds and the
artifacts found within them belong to the Middle Woodland Period,
dated somewhere between perhaps 100 B.C. and A.D. 500.
Nevertheless, the Zelph skeleton came from a shallow burial near
the top of the mound. Who knows whether it was intrusive, buried
there more recently than the period of the main mound
construction? Apostle John A. Widtsoe once wrote, "Zelph
probably dated from a later time when the Nephites and Lamanites
had been somewhat dispersed and had wandered over the country."34
Thus, it is unclear when Zelph himself lived.

9. Zelph was identified as a "Lamanite," a label agreed on
by all the accounts. This term might refer to the ethnic and
cultural category spoken of in the Book of Mormon as actors in
the destruction of the Nephites, or it might refer more generally
to a descendant of the earlier Lamanites and could have been
considered in 1834 as the equivalent of "Indian" (e.g., D&C 3:18,
20; 10:48; 28:8; 32:2). Nothing in this study can settle the
question of Zelph’s specific ethnic identify.

10. Exactly what Joseph Smith believed at different times in

his life concerning Book of Mormon geography in general is also
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indeterminable. Only a few clues remain. For example, while the
Church was headquartered in Nauvoo, Joseph read a best-selling

book of his day by John Lloyd Stephens, Incidents of Travel in

Central America, Chiapas, and Yucatan, which John Bernhisel had

sent to him from the East. In a letter dated 16 November 1841,
the Prophet thanked the Pennsylvania doctor and wrote about the
book that "of all histories that had been written pertaining to
the antiquities of this country it is the most correct," and what
is more, it "supports the testimony of the Book of Mormon. ">
Ten months later, the Times and Seasons printed an enthusiastic
review of the Stephens volume; John Taylor was the editor,
although Joseph Smith had shortly before announced his editorial
responsibility for the newspaper. The unnamed writer [probably
Wilford Woodruff] of the review stated that "we have just learned
. . . the city of Zarahemla . . . stood upon this land," that is,
Guatemala, whose ruins Stephens was reporting. Still, other data
seem to reflect a different view and make it uncertain just what
geographical view, if any single one, prevailed among the early
Church leaders. Evidently Joseph Smith’s views on this matter
were open to further knowledge. Thus, in 1834, when Zelph was
found, Joseph believed that that portion of America over which
they had just traveled were "the plaines of the Nephites" and
that their bones were "proof" of the Book of Mormon’s
authenticity. By 1842 he believed that the events in most of
Nephite history took place in Central America. While it is
possible to reconcile these two views, for example by believing

that the bulk of Nephite history occurred in Central America,
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while only certain battles or excursions took place in Illinois,36
it is also likely that the thinking of the early Church leaders
regarding Book of Mormon geography was subject to modification,
indicating that they themselves did not see the issue as settled.

Furthermore, when the committee preparing the 1921 edition of
the Book of Mormon (composed of George F. Richards, Orson F.
Whitney, James E. Talmage, Anthony W. Ivins, Joseph Fielding
Smith and Melvin J. Ballard) met "to give certain brethren an
opportunity to state their views regarding the geography of the
Book of Mormon," none of the scholars who spoke to the group used
the Zelph story as evidence for their pqsition. That was
probably because the quartet who made presentations--Joel Ricks,
Willard Young, B. H. Roberts, and President Ivins--generally
argued that the Nephite-Lamanite civilization spoken of in the
scripture was centered in South or Central America. A quarter of
a century later, Joseph Fielding Smith, however, used the Zelph
story to support his view that the Hill Cumorah in the state of
New York "is the exact hill spoken of in the Book of Mormon."37
The debate about Zelph’s relation to Book of Mormon geography
will likely continue, since the facts in hand rule out any
decisive settlement of the matter.

11. Daniel J. Boorstin has reminded historians that they are
both discoverers and creators, always trying to reduce or remove
ambiguity. The successful historian leads his readers to take--
or mistake--his accounts for what really occurred and was
recorded. The historian’s labor is limited "by the reliability

of the remains of the past as clues to what was really there."38
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It is hoped that this study has brought us closer to what was
really there in the story of Zelph and has thoughtfully cautioned

all in drawing conclusions from the evidence remaining.

1 Roger D. Lanius, Zion’s Camp (Independence: Herald
Publishing House, 1984), p. 50.
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James L. Bradley, "The Naples-Russell Mound," research paper
in the LDS Church Archives; Stanley B. Kimball, Heber C.
Kimball, (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1981), 31. A
fine discussion of the route of Zion’s Camp through Pike
County, Illinois, is found in Edward B. Jelks, "Route of the
Zion’s Camp March Across Pike County, Illinois, June 1834,"
Bulletin of Tllinois Geographical Society (Fall 1986), 17-40.
See also Charles W. Allen, "Evidence of Zion’s Camp Crossing
of the Illinois River," unpublished paper, copy in possession
of the writer. This paper was called to my attention by
Stanley B. Kimball. 1In an archaeological survey of the
Naples-Russell Mound Number Eight, conducted by the National
Register of Historic Places, the following information was
given. "First reported by Henderson in 1884, this mound is
among the largest of the existing prehistoric earthworks in
the lower Illinois River region. Artifacts recovered from
early amateur excavations clearly identify this mound with the
Middle Woodland Period (Henderson, 1884). The structure,
therefore, reflects mortuary activity of approximately 2,000
years ago. The size of the mound suggests that it should be
classed with other large Middle Woodland structures which
Struever and Houart (1972) term local centers of the Hopewell
Interaction Sphere. However, its location--if it is to be
associated with the other earthworks of comparable size--is
unique. The mound is located on a loessic bluff approximately
300 feet above the Illinois River floodplain. In association
with numerous smaller and perhaps more typical burial mounds,
Naples-Russell Mound 8 clearly dominates the landscape. All
other mounds of comparable size are located in the valley
floodplain." Copy of this report in possession of the writer.

Additionally, in a letter to Stanley Kimball, Dr. Jane E.
Buikstra, Associate Professor of Anthropology at Northwestern
University, now at the University of Chicago, makes the
following observations: "Other artifacts recovered from
similar small-scale excavations at the site date to what we
term the Middle Woodland Period (ca. 100 B.C.-400 A.D.).
Archaeologists believe that the Middle Woodland Period is one
of great cultural complexity in the eastern United States.
During this time both Illinois and Ohio saw extensive
population concentrations along the major river systems, with
the Illinois River Valley being a major site of this
phenomenon. Artifacts were manufactured from "exotic" raw
(Footnote 2 Continued on Next Page
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materials, such as copper, mica, and obsidian, and these
artifacts were frequently deposited with the dead. Although
there are many mound groups which we think date to this
1mportant yet imperfectly understood, period, the Russell
complex is unique due to the presence of the large Naples-
Russell #8 Mound. This structure, which is much larger than
any other bluff crest mound in Illinois, is a monument with
special potential for archaeological 1nvest1gatlon. A few
Middle Woodland mounds of similar large size exists, and some
of these have been excavated. However, in all cases the sites
were located in the floodplain or the Illinois River, and the
soils from which the sites were constructed were of a type
which does not allow the preservation of human bones and most

- perishable artifact types. . . . The potential for Naples-
Russell #8 containing unique archaeologically recoverable data
is great. Another important aspect of the Napoleon Hollow
Complex is the presence of a relatively undisturbed habitation
site nearby." Letter of Jane E. Buikstra to Stanley Kimball,
4 August 1977, copy in the possession of the writer provided
to him by Stanley B. Kimball.

Because of the construction of the Central Illinois
Expressway, thirteen mounds and several knolls were excavated,
including mound number eight, where the members of Zion’s Camp
found Zelph. The following information may be helpful: "A
Middle Archaic Helton phase cemetery (ca. 4400 B.C.) at the
site contained at least 68 burials and over 10,000 isolated
bone fragments, some 10% of which had been burned prior to
deposition. Occupants of two nearby Middle Archaic habitation
sites may have used the cemetery. One of these sites,
probably an eastern extension of the DOC site, is situated on
the blufftop and was partially buried and preserved by
construction of the two westernmost Middle woodland mounds at
Elizabeth. . . . A second Middle Archaic occupation was
discovered at the bluff base below Elizabeth during excavation
of buried archeological dep051ts at the Napoleon Hollow site.
A report on these excavations is currently being prepared by
Michael Wiant and Charles McGimsey to accompany earlier
volumes on the geology (Styles: Research Series 5) and
Woodland occupations (Wiant and McGimsey, eds.: Research
Series 6) of the site. The present report describes the
structure and contents of the Elizabeth Middle Archaic
cemetery. An interpretive analysis of the cemetery’s regional
social significance has been published elsewhere (Charles and
Buikstra 1983). In addition, Wiant and McGimsey’s upcoming
report on the Napoleon Hollow Archaic occupations will
evaluate the Middle Archaic relationship between Napoleon
Hollow site and the Elizabeth cemetery." For more information
on this subject, see Douglas K. Charles, Steven R. Leigh, and
Jane E. Buikstra, eds., The Archaic and Woodland Cemeteries at
the Elizabeth Site in the ILower Illinois Valley, (Kampsville,
Illinois: Illinois Department of Transportation by the Center

(Footnote 2 Continued on Next Page
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Geography (Salt Lake City: Deseret, 1957); Joel Ricks, The

Geography of the Book of Mormon (n.p., n.d.); Norman C.

Pierce, Another Cumorah, Another Joseph (Norman C. Pierce,
1954) ; Thomas Stuart Ferguson, One Fold, One Shepherd (San

Francisco: Book of California, 1958); J. A. Washburn, From
Babel to Cumorah (Provo: New Era Publishing Co., 1937).

Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, B. H. Roberts, ed. (Salt Lake City:

Deseret, 1948), 2:79, discussed further below.

Dean C. Jessee, The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1984), p. 324.

All primary documents are gratefully used here by permission
of the Church Historical Department. I also acknowledge the
work of John W. Welch, Tim Rathbone, John L. Sorenson, James
Treadway, and Brenda Miles at F.A.R.M.S. in helping to prepare
this article for publication, and I express gratitude to the
Church Educational System for sponsoring my research on this
project.

Diary of Reuben McBride, in the LDS Church Archives, 3
June 1834.

Onandagus is the name of a tribe of Indians that belonged to
the five-nation confederacy of the Iroquois Indians who
occupied upper New York state. Note also that at the time
when "the Peacemaker" (whom some authorities label as a
prophet) came among these tribes, who much later would become

(Footnote 9 Continued on Next Page



30

(Footnote 9 Continued from Previous Page)

10

known as the Mohawk, the Oneida, the Onandaga and the Cayuga,
he found a powerful disciple in Hiawatha, a member of the
onondago society who was grieving at the deaths of his
"pbeloved daughters." The objective of the Peacemaker,
Hiawatha, and the other disciples was to make the world safe
from irrational behavior. The center of their new world was
to be Onandago, which was also to be the capital at which
decisions affecting the continent would be made. The league
the Peacemaker founded characterized by many of the principles
of democracy now embraced by the West. These people, called
the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), furthermore perfected the skill
of negotiating a truly peaceful settlement and provided their
people with the vision of a totally peaceful future. See John
Mohawk, "Origins of Oroquois Political Thought," Northeast

Indian Quarterly, 3 (Summer 1986), pp. 16-20.

John L. Sorenson, in a letter to the writer, observed that
the only period when an Indian might be known even
approximately from the Rocky Mountains to the eastern part of
the continent is likely limited to the Middle Woodland Period
or Hopewell culture dating within the limits A.D. 1-500. It
is possible, though less likely, that something of the same
situation of widespread, inter-regional communication could
date to the Mississippian Period, 1300-1600 A.D. It is of
course also possible that the Zelph burial, which was near
the surface at the mound’s top, dated considerably later than
the period of mound construction. For information regarding
connections between Mesoamerica and the Hopewell Indians, see
James B. Griffin, "Mesoamerica and the Eastern United States
in Prehistoric Times," Handbook of Middle American Indians,
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1966), 4:111-31; D. S.
Brose and N. Greber, Hopewell Archaeology (Kent: Kent State
University Press, 1979); Time (29 October 1973), Science
section, "Cache in the Corn Field."

A puzzling thing about this diary is the way that it
duplicates itself. The first entry for Tuesday, June 3,
appears at the bottom of page 3 in dark ink. The top of page
4 repeats in light ink the information that Zelph was a
warrior under the Prophet Omandagus and adds that Zelph was
"a white Lamanite." The light ink continues on page 4 to
give information about events up to June 24 and then at the
bottom of the page returns in dark ink mid-sentence to the
events of June 3. The account then reports again the events
from June 4 to June 24 on page 5. Finally, the information
that Zelph "was a man of God" and "was known from the
atlantic to the Rocky Mountains" was added above the line,
apparently sometime later as an afterthought. This seems to
indicate that McBride made entries in his diary about the

(Footnote 11 Continued on Next Page
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Zelph incident on perhaps as many as four separate occasions.
Thus, the information about his name, his status as a warrior
under Omandagus, and his being a white Lamanite appears to be
present in the earliest entries. The information surmised
about his death, the removal of the curse, and his widespread
reputation seems to have been added about three weeks later.
The arrow that Joseph "supposed" had killed him during some
here-unidentified battle was found with his remains.

Diary of Moses Martin, in LDS Church Archives. It
appears that Moses Martin was present when the digging
occurred, since he reports vividly the party’s curiosity
that led them to excavate and find the bones. It seems
that his entry was made while still in Pike County,
shortly after the event.

Diary of Wilford Woodruff, found in the LDS Church
Archives. See also Scott Kenney, ed., Wilford
Woodruff’s Journal (Signature Books: Midvale, Utah,
1983), 1:10. This entry is on a page headed May 8th,
1834.

Ibid.

19

Diary of Levi Hancock, taken from a photocopy found in
the LDS Church Archives. Typically Hancock did not let
many days pass without writing in his diary.

History for May 14 and 17.

We do not know to what extent others heard Joseph speak
about Zelph or whether some of their information was filtered
through Sylvester Smith. The possibility seems small,
however, that Sylvester Smith had much influence on the
story, since no other account mentions him.

Heber C. Kimball, Autobiography, original found in the
LDS Church Archives. This was probably written after
the Saints had arrived in the Salt Lake valley. There
is evidence that the autobiography was taken from the 1
February 1845 Times and Seasons article. See page 788.

As to how much time some of the members of Zion’s Camp

(Footnote 19 Continued on Next Page
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spent on the mound, it has been estimated that it would have
taken them at least ten minutes to travel the mile from the
camp to the mound--perhaps longer because it is a rather
steep climb--then sending for a shovel and hoe would have
taken at least another twenty minutes; some archaeologists
estimate it would have taken at least another thirty minutes
to excavate the almost complete skeleton of a large man,
which would mean that the group of men were on the mound for
at least an hour. See letter of Edward B. Jelks to Warren D.
Winston, 13 January 1984; xXerox copy in possession of Stanley
B. Kimball, Urbana, Illinois.

His statement appears to be a later recollection, written
possibly around 1843. See the connection with the work of
Willard Richards discussed below.

George A. Smith, Journal, 2 June 1834. Original in
the LDS Church Archives. The following note was
appended, "a narrative of which is published in the
Church History."

Undated autobiography of Wilford Woodruff, filed in
the Wilford Woodruff Collection, MS 5506, LDS Church
Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah. Wilford Woodruff wrote
this autobiography in his own hand through page 50, or
through the 25 November 1835 period of his life. After
that, probably William Appleby or Robert Lang wrote as
he dictated. Woodruff began writing the events in his
life after the arrival of the Saints in the Salt Lake
Valley.

This account was obtained by Richard L. Anderson on 31

October 1986 from the George A. Smith family papers, in

the Church Archives, MS 36, Box 174 FD 1 26.

Questions have been raised regarding the arrowhead
referred to in the Woodruff account. When shown
pictures of the arrowhead, archaeologists have indicated
that it is not of a type common in the area of the Zelph
mound. However, survey and archaeological work on the
Zelph mound will take years to complete. Furthermore,
as Donald T. Schmidt, former LDS Church archivist,
indicates, "There are no indications however, that this
is the same arrowhead spoken of by Wilford Woodruff."
See letter of Donald T. Schmidt to James L. Bradley, 3
February 1975, copy in possession of the writer
furnished by Bradley. The arrowhead that was found in
the Church Archives and has been shown to experts seems

(Footnote 23 Continued on Next Page
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to be of the type used by the Plains Indians and is
probably not more than a few hundred years old.

According to James L. Bradley, who has visited the mound
many times, there are no steps leading to the top, or altars.

Joseph Smith, Manuscript History of the Church, Book
A-1, 3 June 1834, Original in the LDS Church Archives.

The words crossed out are in Richards’ own hand and read as
follows: "Tuesday 3rd. During our travels we visited
several of the mounds which have been thrown up by the
ancient inhabitants of this country. Nephites-Famanites and
this morning I went up on a high mound near the river
accompanied by several the Brethren From the mound we could
overlook the tops of the trees, and view the prairie on each
side of the river as far as our vision could extend. And the
scenery was trulyee delightful. On the top of the Mound were
stones which presented the appearance of three altars having-
been-rested one on the top above the other. According to
ancient order and human the remains of bones were strewn over
the surface of the ground. The brethren procured a shovel
and hoe, and removing the earth to the depth of about one
foot discovered the skeleton of a man, almost entire and
between his ribs the stone point of was a Lamanitish Arrow
which obviously produced his death. Elder Burr Riggs
retained the arrow and the skeleton to Clay County The
contemplation of the scenery before around us produced
peculiar sensations in our bosoms and subsequently the
visions of the past being--in my understanding by the spirit
of the almighty I discovered that the person whose skeleton w
as-pefore we had seen was a white Lamanite, a large thick set
man and a son of God. His name was Zelph. He was a warrior
and chiefton--the great prophet onandagus who was known from
the hiii-€umerah or Eastern Sea to the Rocky Mountains his-na
me-was-7etph The Curse was taken from Zelph, or at least in
part. One of his thigh bones was broken by a stone flung
from a sling while in battle years before his death. He was
killed in battle by the arrow found among his ribs during the
last great struggle with the Lamanites and-Nephites. Elder
Woodruff carried the thigh bone to clay county."

Times and Seasons (1 January 1846): 1076.

Historical Record 7/4-6 (1888): 581.
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34

Joseph Smith, History of the Church (Salt Lake City:
Deseret News, 1902), 2:79-80. Compare 1948 edition, pp. 79-
80. Fletcher B. Hammond states that Preston Nibley,
Assistant Church Historian, had authorized him to say that
"the 1904 edition of the Documentary History of the Church,
Vol. 2, pages 79-80, correctly reports the Zelph incident,
and that part of the 1934 [sic] [1948] edition of the same
history which differs from it is erroneous. That is to say
that the Prophet Joseph did not say: ‘Onandagus who was
known from the hill Cumorah, or eastern sea to Rocky
Mountains,’ but he did say: ‘Onandagus, who was known from
the eastern sea to the Rocky Mountains.’ He did not say
Zelph was killed ’‘during the last great struggle of the
Lamanites and Nephites,’ but he did say Zelph was killed in a
battle during a great struggle with the Lamanites." However,
as we have shown previously, it is impossible to know exactly
what Joseph said on these matters. Therefore, even Preston
Nibley’s educated statement may attribute more to Joseph
Smith than the facts warrant. See Fletcher B. Hammond,

Geography of the Book of Mormon (Salt Lake City: Author,
1959), pp. 481-96.

Heman C. Smith, "History of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints," Journal of American History 10
(July-September 1916): 481-96.

Dean C. Jessee, "Has Mormon History Been Deliberately
Falsified," Mormon Miscellaneous, No. 2, April 1982; and Dean
C. Jessee, "The Reliability of Joseph Smith’s History,"

Journal of Mormon History 3 (1976): 23-46.

Oon the Potter’s Wheel, The Diaries of Heber C. Kimball,

35

Stanley B. Kimball, ed. (Salt Lake City: Signature Books,
1987) p. xii.

Moses Martin indicates that the men dug because they were
"filled with curiosity." Levi Hancock simply reports that
"many went to see the big mound about a mile below the
crossing." H. C. Kimball seems to say they went to the mound
to get "a pleasant view of the surrounding country."

John A. Widtsoe, "Is Book of Mormon Geography Known?"
Improvement Era (July 1950): 451.

Letter of Joseph Smith to John M. Bernhisel, 16 Nov. 1841,
found in The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, Dean C.

(Footnote 35 Continued on Next Page
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(Footnote 35 Continued from Previous Page)

37

Jessee, ed. (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1984), pp. 501-2.
For a discussion of other journalist and diary entries
concerning the possible location of Book of Mormon lands, see
Ross T. Christensen, "The River of Nephi: An Archeological
Commentary On An 0Old Diary Entry," Newsletter and Proceedings
of the Society for Early Historic Archeology, Number 158,
December 1984. Christensen discusses some diary entries of
Charles L. Walker, Reuben McBride, and Levi Hancock, and then
treats the topic "How Much Did The Prophet Know?" (about Book
of Mormon geography and archeological claims).

Even though the events of most of Nephite history may have
taken place within a relatively small area, see, e.g., John
L. Sorenson, An Ancient American Setting for the Book of
Mormon (Salt Lake City: Deseret and F.A.R.M.S., 1985), 8-23;
John Clark, "A Key for Evaluating Nephite Geographies,"
Review of Books about the Book of Mormon (Provo: F.A.R.M.S.,
1989), 1:20-70, it is evident that cultural transmissions
radiated out from Central America, both to the north and to
the south. See "Mesoamericans in Pre-Spanish South America,"
and "Mesoamericans in Pre-Columbian North America,"
F.A.R.M.S. Updates (November 1986, and February 1987).

"Sermons and Writings of Joseph Fielding Smith," Bruce R.
McConkie, ed., Doctrines of Salvation (Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1956), 3:232-36.

Daniel J. Boorstin, "The Historian: ‘A Wrestler With the
Angel,’" New York Times Book Review, 20 September 1987, p. 1.
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CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED
TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

Joseph Woodruff Hancock
Smith McBride Martin V.11834 1834 Kimball
Letier 1834 1834 V.2 interlinear V.1 Hand Copy V.1 T&S 1845 Richards
Content Item 1834 Hand Copy Hand Copy V31881 V.2Journal(1838) V.2 Sloan T&S 1846
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Where did it take place? [East side] Ilinois Co of Pike linois Illinois river on bank of
Mississippi Iilanoy River river(V.2) ... West side Tllinois river
River (V.1&2) (V.1&2); V.2
adds “w bank"
2. Dae of personal visit? 3rd 3rd implied “we visied" (V.1 many went... 3rd(V.1&2)
& 2) but implics I did not go
not with the large V.1&2)
group(V.2)
3. Date Joseph visited? [on or befare] 3rd implied 3rd, “with Tuesday the
June 4th 1834 Joseph"(V.1&2) 3rd
4. Were there multiple yes yes yes yex(V.1&2) yes
mounds?
5. Who built the mounds? ancient inhabitants ancient
of this continent inhabitants of
probably by the this country,
Nephites & Nephites,
Lamanites(V.1 Lamanites, &c.
&2)
6. Were there fortifi- yes, “many
cations ncar? large"
7. Land called; or once called? plaines of land of
the Nephites desalation(V.1&2)
8. Mound height? 300 feet above about ane several hun- high
...river(V.2) hundread feet red feet above
(V.1); hundred the river(V.1
feet(V.2) &2)
9. Were bones seen yes, implied yes, human yes, human
on surface? (V.1&2)

10. Were altars seen? there was the stones which
appearance of presented the
three altars appearance of
(V.1&2) three altars

11. Were there seps

up mound?

12. Motive in digging? curiosity felt prompted
(V.1&2)

13. Dug at whose insistence?

14. Who dug? we several of the bre- we proceeded brethren

thren(V.1&2); M. 10 move away
Holmes & two carth(V.1&2)
others, implied
(V.2); we(V.3)

15. Were toals sent for? sending for procured a
ashovel an shovel and
hoe(V.1&2) hoe

16. Where dug on mound? top of one

17. Dug how deep? some 2 feee about ane about one
foot(V.1&2) foot




—1B—

CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED

TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

'Woodruff
MS 5506 George A. Jenson Woodruff HC 1904 HC 1948 HC RLDS
HCAl HCA2 1850's Smith 1857 1888 1893 Edition Edition 1922
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
1, Illinois Dear crossing Nlinois Ohio Ilinois Tllinois Mlinois
of the Nllinois
River before
reaching
Pittsficld
2. Monday June
2... .Some
of us visited
3. 3d,... Tuesday 3rd [with] many (June 2nd) 3rd 3rd Tuesday the
accompanicd others... 3d
by several on following
brethren morning (3rd]
4. we visited yes yes yes yes yes yes
scveral
inhabi of inhabi of inhabitants inhabitants of inhabi of inhabi of inhabitants of
this country this Country of Nephites this county this country... this country this county,
Alephiteg, Alephites, and Lamsmnites Nephites, Nephites, Nephites, Nephites,
L i L i Lamanites, L i L i Lamanites,
Lo, Koo etc., etc., etc., etc.,
6.
%
8. high high highfvery ona bluff bigh very high high high high
high/ near about 300
300 feet feet high
9. yes, buman yes, buman yes, human yes, human yes yes yes, human
10. stones which stones which stones which stones which stones which stones which stones which
presented the P d the s d the presented the presented the presented the presented the
PP of pp of pp of appearance of PP of pp of appearance of
three altars three altars three altars three altars three altars three altars three altars
11. yes, about
twelve feet
12. Joseph wished
us to dig
13. Joscph the Prophet
14, the brethren brethren us brethren brethren brethren brethren
15. yes, procured procured a had taken a procured a had taken a procured a procured a procured a
a shovel and shovel and shovel along shovel and hoe shovel with shovel and a shovel and a shovel and
hoe hos with us us hoe hoe hoe
16. top implied half way down
17. about one about one about ane about one a little mare about one about one about one
foot foot foot foot than six inches foot foot foot
of soil




_2A—
CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED
TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

Joscph Woodruff Hancock
Smith McBride Martin V.11834 1834 Kimball
Letier 1834 1834 V.2 interlincar V.1 Hand Copy V.1 T&S 1845 Richards
Content Item 1834 Hand Copy Hand Copy V31881 V.2Journal(1838) V.2 Sloan T&S 1846
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
18. Remains found? a skeleton the Sbones of bones of a man some bones skeleton of a skeleton of a
(V.1,2&3); a body that was man, almost man, almost
V.2) brought(V.1& entire(V.1&2); cnfire...
2) back(V.2); Indizn arrow Lamanitish
with a broken (V.1&2) arrow
arrow(V.2);
broaken(V.1)
19. Name of remains found? Zelph Zelph(V.1,2&3) Zelph(V.1&2) Zelph
20. Who was the last man Zelf(V.1&2); or
buried? TfV.2)
21. Was he a sarrior? a great warrior yes(V.1&2) when he was yes
("a";V.2) young
(“man";V.2) be
was a great
warrior
22. Was he a captain? officer(V.1&2) chieftain
23. Was he godly? a man of God a mighty a man of God amanof
Prophet (V.1&2) God
24. Who was he fighting under? Omandagus Onand V.2) Onendagus(V.1) Omandagus
Oncdages/
Onedagus(V.2)
25. Was Onandagus a Prophet great prophet great prophet
prophet? (V.1&2)
26. Was Onandagus 2 King and &
chief/king? good man(V.1
&2)
27. Onandagus known from? the atlantic to the hill Cumorsh hill curnorah,
the Rocky [on East sea or Eastern
Mountains (V.2)] to the sca, to the
Rocky moun- Rocky Moun-
tains(V.1&2) tains
28. Cause of Zclph's death? arrow large stone arrow(V.1&2) Indian arrow Lamanitish
arrow (V.1&2) arrow
29. Where was arrow point? in his Ribs in the trunk... among his ribs bres(V.1) between two between his
near the vitals (V.1&2) out of breasy(V.2) of his ribs ribs...among
the back bones (V.1&2) his ribs
(V.2); among his
bones(V .3)
30. What was the occasion n battle in banile fought with In battle, in during the
of death? the people of the last des- last great
Onendagus for truction among struggle of the
freedom the i L ites and
(V.1&2) Nephites.
31. Who removed arrow? Elder Milton
Holmes(V.2)
32 Zelph's unusual size? Some8ar9 large thick set large, thick
feere high man(V.1&2) set man
33. Zelph's suffering? yes
Lost his tecth?
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CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED
TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

‘W oodruff
MS 5506 George A. Jenson ‘Woodruff HC 1904 HC 1948 HCRLDS
HC Al HCA2 1850's Smith 1857 1888 1893 Edition Edition 1922
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
18. kek ofa kel ofa skeleton of a some bones ke of kel of skeleton of skeleton of skeleton of a
man, almost man, almost man, almost man, almost aman, ... a man, almost a man, almost a man, almost
cntire... entire... entire and . entire,... flint arrow entire,... entire, ... entire,...
L itish L ish an arrow Lamanitish head L itish L itish Lamanitish
arrow Arrow arrow arrow arrow arrow
19. Zelph Zelph Zclph Zelph Zelph Zelph Zelph
20.
21. yes yes agreat yes yes yes
warrior
22. chicflan chieftain warrior leader chicftan chieflan chieftan/officer
23. a man of God aman of aman of God a man of God
God
4. Onandag; Onand Onand: Omand.: Onandag; Onand: Onand:
25. | great prophet great prophet great prophet great Prophet great prophet great prophet
26. held sway & cam- great chicftan
mand over the
armies of the
Nephites
21. hillG L hill h hill Cumorah Eastorn seas dominion castem sca Hill Cumorah
as castern as castern Sea, & casern sea : to the Rocky covered an to the Rocky or casiern
Sca, to the to the Rocky to the rocky M i i body mountams sca to Rocky
Rocky Moun- I h of country Mountains
tains
28. the stone stone point of killed with stone point of flint arrow stone point of stone point of Lamanitish
point of a a Lamanitish the arrow 2 Lamanitish head a Lamanitish a Lamanitish arrow
Lamanitish Arrow arrow arrow arrow
arrow
29. between his between his sticking in between his a joint in between his between his between his
ribs...among ribs...among his back bone ribs...among ...backbone ribs...among ribs...among ribs
his ribs his ribs his ribs his ribs his ribs
30. during a last during a joined the during the during a last great
great strug- thelass preat Nephites and last great great struggle struggle of
gle with the struggle with fought for struggle with with the the Lamanites
Lamanites the Lamanirs them the Lamanites Lamanites & Nephites
and Nephi andNephi
31. Elder Milton the Prophet
Holmes picked
it out
32. large, thick large, thick short stout large, thick- large, thick- yes
st man sct man thick set man sct man set man
33.




_3A—
CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED
TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

Joseph Woodruff Hancock
Smith McBride Martin V.11834 1834 Kimball
Letier 1834 1834 V.2 interlinear V.1 Hand Copy V.1 T&S 1845 Richards
Content Item 1834 Hand Copy Hand Copy V31881 V.2Journal(1838) V.2 Sloan T&S 1846
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
34, Was his thigh broken yes(V.1,2&3) yex(V.1&2) no, “all four yes, years
before his death? never was sat it appeared before his death
knited together... sound"(V.1&2)
on the side
35. How was the thigh broken? stone flung from broken, by a
a sling(V.1&2); stone flung
stone slung(V.3) from a sling
36. Was he a white Lamanie? Yes yes(V.1&2) yes(V.1&2) yes
37. Curse removed? Yes, “‘or in yes, “at least in yes, ‘‘or, at
part” part’(V.1&2) least in part”
38. When did Joseph Soon afler as the camp While on our
explain about? was moving way(V.1&2)
of[f] the
ground(V.1&2)
39. How Joseph learned about a vision a vission/vision vision(V.1&2) visions
Zelph's history? (V.1&2); vision
(Vv.3)
40. Who Joseph was Sylvester
speaking to? Smith(V.1&2)
41. How were the mounds they brought
built? there dirt and
covered them
(V.1); their(V.2)
42. Mounds contained ...arc the
bodies of wicked bodics of
men? wicked men
(V.1&2)
43. Mound's purpose? deposits for bury his dead
the dead (V.1&2)
44, Miltiple battles, no doubt... implied implied
deaths? same great multiple
Batles...many deaths(V.1&2)
hundred
thousands
45. Who carried bones Elder Milton
to camp? Holmes(V.2)
46. Who carricd bones 1[WW] carried it We(V.1&2)
in wagon or kept [broken thigh
banes? bone] to Missouri
(V.1,2&3)
47. Final dispositions of buried it in the
bones? carth (Clay
county, Missouri)
(V.3)
48. Who carried arrow mto Milton Holmes
camp? (V.2)
49. Who kept arrow? Milton Holmex(?) Elder B. Elder Brigham
(V.2 Young(V.1&2) Young
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CHART SHOWING THE VARIOUS SOURCES AND SOME VARIATIONS IN CONTENT USED
TO RECONSTRUCT THE STORY OF ZELPH

W oodruff
MS 5506 George A. Jenson ‘Woodruff HC 1904 HC 1948 HCRLDS
HC Al HCA2 1850's Smith 1857 1888 1893 Edition Edition 1922
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
34. | yes, years yes, years yes, in the yes, years yes, years yes, years
before his death before his death yr of his youth before his death befare his death before his
death
35. stone flung broken by a brocken from... stone flung stone flung stone flung
from a sling stone fung sling of a stone from a sling from a sling from a sling
from a sling while in batde
36. yes yes yes yes yes yes yes
37. yes, “or, at yes, “or, at yes, because of yes, “or, at yes, “or, at yes, “or, at
least m part" least in part” his faith and least in part;” least in part” least m part”
rightcousness
38. bscquently bsequently in open day subsequently bsequently bsequently
while lying in
his waggon
39. vivions of the visions a vision in visions Lord showed visions visions
past...by broad daylight the Prophet
the spirit of Joseph
the Almighty
40.
41. great mound...
placed over
them (bones of
dead]
42.
43, to bury the
dead implied
45. Elder Milton
Holmes
46. Elder Wood- bectheen [ [WW] carried brethren
ruff camied some (leg bones] to carried some
piccesolibe Clay County picces of the
kel la Mi: 1 skeleton to
ClayCaounty Clay County
47. wanted to bury
in Temple Block
48. Milton Holmes
49. Burr Riggs Burr Riggs Emma Woodruff Elder Burr Elder Burr ElderBurr Elder Brigham
Beigiam Riggs Riggs Riggs Young
Loung




1

Letter From Joseph Smith to his Wife, 1834, Dean C. Jessee, The
Personal Writings of Joseph Smith (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book
Company, 1984), p. 324.

The whole of our journey, in the midst of so large a company of
social honest and sincere men, wandering over the plaines of the
Nephites, recounting occasionaly the history of the Book of
Mormon, roving over the mounds of that once beloved people of
the Lord, picking up their skulls & their bones, as a proof of
its divine authenticity . . .



2
Reuben McBride (from handwritten copy) Microfilm 920 #57, BYU

tuesday 3 visited the mounds a skeleton was dug up Joseph said
his name was Zelph a great warrior under the Prophet Omandagus
an arrow was found in his Ribs [page break; top of next page;
different ink; much lighter writing indicated here by
underlining; appears to read: His name was Zelph a warior under
the Prophet Omandaqus Zelph a white Laman[i]te

Crossed the Missipi River on the 4 2 days in Crossing

June 6 resumed our jorney [illegible] at Salt River Staid 12

days

from Salt River to Richmond Ray County [illegible] that
[illegible] the [illegible] . . .]

19 on fishing River

20 went 5 miles meeting held counsel[?]

June 24 Colera [illegible] '

23 Arived at Rush Creek

Rush Creek Mo Clay Co

Choler 24

which he said he suposed ocaisoned his death Said he was
killed in battle Said he was a man of God and the curse was
taken off or in part he was a white Lamanite was known from the
atlantic to the Rocky Mountains*

June, the 4 came to the Missipi River were 2 days in
Crossing being very high one mile wide

On the 7th arived at Salt River Staid their 12 days to
recrute and reorganise Some came from Michigan and joined the
company.

*Words that were added interlinearly above the line have been
shown in bold.
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Moses Martin, 1834 (from handwritten copy)

this being in the Co of Pike hear we discovered a larg
quantity of large moun[=]ds* being filed with curiosity we
excavated the top of one Son[m?]e 2 feete when we came to the
Sbones of an extraordinary large person or humane being the
thigh bones being 2 inches longer from one Scket to the other
than of th Prophet whi who is upwards of 6 feete high which
would have constuted Some 8 or 9 feete high in the trunk of this
Skeleton near the vitals we found a large stone arrow which I
suppose broug[h]t him to his end Soon after this Joseph had a
vision and the Lord shewed him that [page break] this man was
once a mighty Prophet and many other things conserning his
people thus we found those mounds to have be deposits for the
dead which had falen no doubt in some great Batles in
additio[=]n to this we found many larg fortificati[=]ons which
als[o] denotes siviliseation and an in numerable population
which has falen by wares and comotion and the Banks of this
Beautiful River became the deposit of many hundred thousands
whos graves and fortifications have are over grown with the
sturday oak 4 feete in dian[m?]eter

*[=] indicates a line break in the middle of a word.



The Account of the Finding of Zelph From the Moses Martin Diary.
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Wilford Woodruff’s Journal (initial entry) 1834

While on our travels we visited many of the mounds which were
flung up by the ancient inhabitants of this continent probably
by the Nephites & Lamanites we visited one of those Mounds and
several of the brethren dug into it and took from it the bones
of a man Brother Joseph had a vission respecting the person he
said he was a white Lamanite the curs was taken from him or at
least in part he was killed in battle with an arrow the arrow
was found among his ribs, one of his thigh bones was broken this
was done by a stone flung from a sling in battle years before
his death his name was Zelph Some of his bones were brought
into the camp and the thigh bone which was broken was put into
my waggon and I carried it to Missouri Zelph was a large thick
set man and a man of God he was a warrior under the great
prophet that was known from the hill Cumorah to the Rocky
mo[=]Juntains. The above knowledge Joseph receieved in a vision.
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4.2
Wilford Woodruff’s Journal (Version 2--with insertions)

While on our travels we visited many of the mounds which were
flung up by the ancient inhabitants of this continent probably
by the Nephites & Lamanites we visited one of those
+
Mounds and* several of the brethren dug into it and took from it
the bones of a man Brother Joseph had a vission respecting the
person he said he was a white Lamanite the curs was taken from
him or at least in part he was killed in battle with an arrow
the arrow was found among his ribs, one of his thigh bones was
broken this was done by a stone flung from a sling in battle
years before his death. his name was Zelph Some of his bones
were brought into the camp and the thigh bone which was broken
was put into my waggon and I carried it to Missouri Zelph was a
large thick set man and a man of God he was a warrior under the
+Onandagus +on East sea
great prophet + that was known from the hill Cumorah+ to the
Rocky mo[=]untains. The above knowledge Joseph receieved in a
vision.

*[The following was added interlinearly above the "and"
designated and continues within this paragraph]: +considerd to
be 300 feet above the level of the Illionis river three persons
dug into the mound & found a body Elder Milton Holmes took the
arrow out of the back bones that killed Zelph & brought it with
some of the bones in to the camp, I visited the same mound with
Jesse J Smith who the other persons were that dug in to the
mound & found the body I am undecided
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4.3

Wilford Woodruff, Leaves From My Journal, Third Book of the
Faith-Promoting Series (Juvenile Instructor Office: Salt Lake

city, 1881)

The published history of Zion’s Camp gives an account of the
bones of a man which we dug out of a mound. His name was Zelph.
The Lord showed the Prophet the history of the man in a vision.
The arrow, by which he was killed, was found among his bones.
One of his thigh bones was broken by a stone slung in battle.
The bone was put into my wagon, and I carried it to Clay county,
Missouri, and buried it in the earth.



Diary of Levi Hancock (from handwritten account) 1834

on the way to Illinois River where we camped on the west side in
the morning many went to see the big mound about a mile below
the cro[=]ssing I did not go on it but saw some bones that was
brought with a broaken arrow they was layed down by our camp
Joseph address[=]ed himself to sylvester smith this is what I
told you and now I want to tell you that you may know what I
ment this land was called the land of desolation and Onendagus
was the king and a good man was he there in that mound did he
bury his dead and did not dig holes as the people do now but
they brought there dirt and covered them untill you see they
have raised it to be about one hundread feet high the last
m[=]an buried was Zelf he was a white Lamanite who fought with
the people of Onendagus for freedom when he was young he was a
great war(=]ior and had his thy broaken and never was sat it
knited together as you see on the side he fought after it got
strength untill he lost evry tooth in his head save one when the
Lord said he had done enough and suffered him to be cild by that
arrow you took from his brest these words he said as the camp
was moving of[f] the gro[=]und as nere as I could lern he had
told them something about the mound and got them to go and see
for themselves. I then remembered what he had said a few days
before while passing many mounds on our way that was left of us
said he there are the bodies of wicked men who have died and are
angry at us if they can take the advantage of us they will for
if we live they will have no hope I could not comprehend it but
supposed it was all right.



The Account of the Finding of Zelph From the Diary of Levi Hancock.
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The Levi Hancock Journal (from one-page typescript) 1838

Next morning we started on our journey in good spirits. On
the way to Illinois River where we camped on the west side. 1In
the morning many went to see the big mound about a mile below
the crossing. I did not go on it but saw some bones that was
brought back with a broken arrow. They were laid down by our
camp. Joseph Smith addressing himself to Sylvester Smith and
said, "This is what I told you and now I want to tell you that
you may know what I meant. This land was called the land of
desolation and Onedages was the King and a good man was he.
There in that mound did he bury his dead and did not dig holes
as the people do now, but they brought their dirt and covered
them until you see they have raised it to be about one hundred
feet high. The last man buried was Zelf or Telf. He was a
white lamanite who fought with the people of Onedagus for
freedom. When he was a young man he was a great warrior and had
his thigh broken and never was set. It knitted together as you
see on the side. He fought after it got strength until he lost
every tooth in his head save one, when the Lord said he had done
enough and suffered him to be killed by that arrow you took from
his breast. These words he said as the camp was moving off the
mounds as near as I could learn he had told them something about
the mound and got them to go and see it for themselves. I then
remembered what he had said a few days before while passing many
mounds on our way that was left of us. Said he, "these are the
bodies of wicked men who have died and are angry at us and if
they can take the advantage of us they will, for if we live they
will have no hope." I could not comprehend it, but supposed it
was alright.
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given up.' We did not stop but continued on our march westward
many places I had traveled before and held meetings in. No::;n passing
occurred of any account until we got in Illinois when Joseph sa%d
in.our tent, 'I want you to remember what I say to you. The Lord\
going to give us dry weather now until we get through. He has givzi
rains that there might be water on the prairies. You will see the
movings of the Lord in our favor all the way through." It began to
be very pleasant and soon we entered on the wide prairies camping
and holding meetings on Sunday. Once we had many listeners from the
County who listened to the preaching of Orson Hyde. Joseph Young and
others of different sects who were bound to preach peace and exhorted
the people to believe in God and do what is right.

Next morning we started on our journey in good spirits. On the
way to Illinois River where we camped on the west side. 1In the mom-
ing many went to see the big mound about a mile below the crossing.

I did not go on it but saw $ome bones that was brought back with a
broken arrow. They were laid down by our camp. . Joseph Smith addres- .
sing himself to Sylvester Smith and said, "This is what I told you '
and now I want to tell you that you may know what I meant. This land
was called the land of desolation and Onedages was the King and a

good man was he. There in that mound did he bury his dead and did

not dig holes as the people do now, but they brought their dirt and
covered them until you see they have raised it to be about one hundred
feet high. The last man buried was Zelf or Telf. He was a white
lamanite who fought with the people of Onedagus for freedom. When he
was a young man he was a great warrior and had his thigh broken and
never was set. It knitted together as you see on the side. He

fought after it got strength until he lost every tooth in his head
save one, when the Lord said he had done enough and suffered him to

be killed by that arrow you took from his breast. These words he said
as the camp was moving off the mounds as near as I could learn he had
told them something about the mound and got them to go and see it for
themselves. I then remembered what he had said a few days before while
passing many mounds on our way that was left of us. Said he, 'these are
the bodies of wicked men who have died and are angry at us and if they
can take the advantage of us they will, for if we live they will have
no hope." I could not comprehend it, but supposed it was alright.

We continued our march westward until we came to the Mississippi
River opposite of Louisianna and camped. The next day we crossed
over and camped about one mile west of town. I had made me an Elder
fife that day and played some marches on the way to the camp, being
led by Sylvester Smith. As soon as we came in sight of camp a dog
came, he began to bark and ran to Sylvester and tried to bite him.




6.1

"Extracts from H. C. Kimball’s Journal,'" Times and Seasons, vol.
6 (February 1, 1845), p. 788.

On Tuesday the 3rd, we went up, several of us, with Joseph
Smith jr. to the top of a mound on the bank of the Illinois
river, which was several hundred feet above the river, and from
the summit of which we had a pleasant view of the surrounding
country: we could overlook the tops of the trees on to the
meadow or prairie on each side the river as far as our eyes
could ex’end, which was one of the most pleasant scenes I ever
beheld. On the top of this mound there was the appearance of
three altars, which had been built of stone, one above another,
according to the ancient order; and the ground was strewn over
with human bones. This caused in us very peculiar feelings, to
see the bones of our fellow creatures scattered in this manner,
who had been slain in ages past. We felt prompted to dig down
into the mound, and sending for a shovel and hoe, we proceeded
to move away the earth. At about one foot deep we discovered
the skeleton of a man, almost entire; and between two of his
ribs we found an Indian arrow, which had evidently been the
cause of his death. We took the leg and thigh bones and carried
them along with us to Clay county. All four appeared sound.

Elder B. Young has yet the arrow in his possession. It is a
common thing to find bones thus drenching upon the earth in this
country.

The same day, we pursued our journey.--While on our way we
felt anxious to know who the person was who had been killed by
that arrow. It was made known to Joseph that he had been an
officer who fell in battle, in the last destruction among the
Lamanites, and his name was Zelph. This caused us to rejoice
much, to think that God was so mindful of us as to show these
things to his servant. Brother Joseph had enquired of the Lord
and it was made known in a vision.



The Account of the Finding of Zelph From the Times and Seasons,
1 February 1845. Extracts from the Diary of Heber C. Kimball.

s e
J Eztracts from H. C. Kiwmball ¢ Jeurnal,

[Canunued.] .

Ous circamstance that occurred while we
were traveliag ia [adiana, | will here mention,
coacerning some rpies who came iate aser
camp. Coe day wliie we were ealirg dingee
three geaUleman came riding up oa very Gae
looking barses sod cummeaced their iaquines
of various saes corcerning oartraveling ia 30
large a body, ssking where we were frum, and
where we were going. The reply was asuscal
[ some from the State of Maiae, soather wouu!d
‘| say, 1 acm from York atate, some fiam Masaze~
| chasetts, some from Ohio, and some replied, we
are from tha casr, 30d 19 5000 a8 we have dose
eating dianer we shall be going to the west a-
geia. They then addressed themaelvesto Doe-
tor Williams 10 see if they could fnd out whe
tbe leader of the camp waee The Doctor re-
plied, we bave oo cne ia panicalsr. They
ssked if we had oot s graeral to take the lead

* Onm Tuesday the Xrd, we weat up, severa] of;
ve, with Joseph Smuh*jr. te thetop of 8 moaad
oa the bank of the lliidots nver, which 'ul
reveral hundred fect 1bave the river, snd fromf'
tae summit of wheh we had s plezsaat view of,
the sarroundiog conatrr: we could averiook|’
the to7s of the trees, ou to the Neadaw oF prai-
re oa each side theriver as fir s1g uar eyes
could ex’end, which wisone ol the mnest pleas-
ant scenes | ever Sebeld. On the top of this
raound there was the sppesrince cof rhree sl
tars. which had beea built of stone, one sdarve
saother, acrording (0 the soeient order; and
the ground was stiewa aver wirth humsa bones
This czused i a8 very precaliar feclingy, 10 ree:
the bones of our fellow :reaturcs scattered ia
this manner, wha Lad bern wainin sges pusL
\Ve felt prompted wdig dowz iato the mouad,!
a0d secding for n sdovel 2ad hoe, we proceed-|
edtomove away the esrth. At wdautone foot
deep ve discareied the skeleton of & cran, al-
piogt entire; sod belween twd uf his nibs we
f+aad 3o [adian stroe, 2 Sich had evidea:ly
b2ea the raase of his desih. We took theleg
ead thizh bones snd carried them slong with!
as te Ciiy cousty. All fuar wpresred soqnd.!
El!der B. Youog has fet the attowia bis pos
semioa. (tisa commua tiisg to Aad Laces
thos dienching apoa the earth ia (his couatry.
[~ Tacsmeday, we pureved oar journey.— ‘
\Yhile 0o oor may we lelt3axioes to know whai-
the persou was whotad beea Xilled by that are,:
tow. [t wse mede 3o0wn ta Joseoh that he!
had beea sa officer wao (el) im Lautle, ia xhc!;
it deotraetizg ez tSe¢ Lamanites, aod Yie,
corwe via Zelnh,  Thu cawmed ge td rejoice
mngh, .& t2iak 1830 Gad wius 3w Diodfal of o,

—— e

e g
e = '

oW shaer these (210ge s hLie servesl. Brohe

er J20eph Bad enquired of the Lord sod it waa |

trasde 500w 1aa visoa. -



6.2

Account of the finding of Zelph from the Autobiography of Heber
C. Kimball dictated to James Sloan

many having volunteered and joined us from the different
branches of the Church through which we had passed in our
journey. We camped on the bank of the River untile next day.
Tuesday 3rd we went up several of us with Joseph Smith Junr to
the top of a mound on the w banks of this Illinois River which
was several hundred feet above the River, and from the summit of
which we had a pleasant view of the surround[=]ing Country; we
could overlook the tops of the trees, on to the meadow or
prairie on each side the river as far as our eyes could extend,
which was one of the most pleasant scenes I ever beheld. On the
top of this mound[s] there was the appearance of three Altars,
which had been built of stone one above another, according to
the ancient Order; and the ground was strewn over with human
Bones. This caused in us very peculiar feelings, to see the
bones of our fellow creatures scattered in this manner who had
been slain in ages past. We felt prompted to dig down into this
mound and sending for a shovel and hoe we proceeded to move away
the Earth. at about one foot deep we discovered the Skeleton of
a Man almost entire; and between two of his ribs we found an
Indian Arrow, which had evidently been the cause of his death.
We took the leg and thigh bones and carried them along with us
to Clay County, all four appeared sound. Elder B. Young has yet
the Arrow in his possession. It is a common thing to find bones
thus drenching upon the earth in this Country. Same day we
pursued our journey. While on our way we felt anxious to know
who the person was who had been killed by that arrow when it was
made known to Joseph that he had been an officer who fell in
Battle in the last destruction among the Lamanites; and his name
was Zelph. This caused us to rejoice much to think that God was
so mindful of us as to show these things to his servant.

Brother Joseph had enquired of the Lord and it was made known in
a vision. '



The Account of the Finding of Zelph From the Autobiography of
Heber C. Kimball dictated to James Sloan.
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"History of Joseph Smith," Times and Seasons, vol. 6 (January,
1846), p. 1076.

Tuesday the 3rd during our travels we visited several of the
mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants of
this county, Nephites, Lamanites, &c., and this morning I went
up on a high mound, near the river, accompanied by the brethren.
From this mound we could overlook the tops of the trees and view
the prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision could
extend, and the scenery was truly delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented the
appearance of three alters having been erected one above the
other, according to ancient order; and human bones were strewn
over the surface of the ground. The brethren procured a shovel
and hoe, and removing the earth to the depth of about one foot
discovered skeleton of a man, almost entire, and between his
ribs was a Lamanitish arrow, which evidently produced his death,
Elder Brigham Young retained the arrow and the brethren carried
some pieces of the skeleton to Clay county. The contemplation
of the scenery before us produced peculiar sensations in our
bosoms; and the visions of the past being opened to my
understanding by the spirit of the Almighty I discovered that
the person whose skeleton was before us, was a white Lamanite, a
large thick set man, and a man of God. He was a warrior and
chieftain under the great prophet Omandagus, who was known from
the hill Cumorah, or Eastern sea, to the Rocky Mountains. His
name was Zelph. The curse was taken from him, or at least, in
part; one of his thigh bones was broken, by a stone flung from a
sling, while in battle years before his death. He was killed in
battle, by the arrow found among his ribs, during the last great
struggle of the Lamanites and Nephites.



7

"History of Joseph Smith," serialized in the Times and Seasons
(Fanuary, 1846), and later the Deseret News, then edited for
publication as the History of the Church. [These two pages
(482-83) were written by Willard Richards on July 22, 1843,
according to his journal.]

Tuesday the 3rd. During our travels we visited several of the
mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants of
this country, Nephites,-bLamanites-&e and this morning I went up
on a high mound, ___ the view accompanied by the several
brethren. From this mound we could overlook the tops of the
trees and view the prairie on each side of the river as far as
our vision could ex[=]tend and the scenery was truly delightful.

on the top of the mounds were stones which presented the
appearance of three altars having-been-ereeted one above the
other, according to ancient order, and the remains of human
bones were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren
procured a shovel & hoe. and removing the earth to the depth of
about one foot discovered the skeleton of a man. almost entire,
and between his ribs the stone point of was a Lamanitish arrow,
which evidently produced his death. Elder Brigham-¥eung Burr
Riggs retained the Arrow. and-the-brethren-earried-seme-pieces-
ef-the-akeleten-to-Etay-eeuntyr The contemplation of the
scenery befere around us produced peculiar sensations in our
bosoms; and subsequently the visions of the past being opend to
my understanding by the Spirit of the Almighty. I discovered
that the person whose Skeleton was-befere-us-we had seen was a
white Lamanite, a large thick set man. and a man of God. His
name was Zelph. He was a warrior and chieftain under the great
prophet Onandagus, who was known from the R+}t-cumerah-or
eastern Sea to the Rocky Mountains. His-name-was-Zeiph= The
curse was taken from him Zelph, or, at least, in part. One of
his thigh bones was broken by a stone flung from a sling. while
in battle, years before his death. He was killed in battle by
the arrow found among his ribs. during a %ast great struggle
with the Lamanites. and-Nephites Elder Woodruff carried the
thigh bone to Clay county.
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Joseph Smith, "Manuscript History of the Church,'" Book A-1, p.
483.

Tuesday the 3rd During our travels we visited several of
the mounds which had been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants
of this country, Nephites;-Eamanites&er and this morning I went
up on a high mound near the river, accompanied by several the
brethren. From this mound we could overlook the tops of the
trees and view the prairie on each side of the river as far as
our vision could ex[=]tend and the scenery was truly delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented the
appearance of three altars having-bkeen-ereeted; one above the
other, according to ancient order and the remains of human bones
were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren
procured a shovel and hoe, and removing the earth to the depth
of about one foot discovered the skeleton of a man, almost
entire, and between his ribs the stone point of was a
Laman[=]itish arrow, which evidently produced his death. Elder
Burr Riggs Brigham-¥eung retained the Arrow, and-the-brethren-ea
rried-seme-pieces-ef-the-skelteten-te-€tay-€eunty - The
contemplation of the scenery around befere us produced peculiar
sensations in our bosoms and subsequently the vision of the past
being opend to my understanding by the Spirit of the Almighty, I
discovered that the person whose Skeleton we had seen was-before
-u3 was a white Lamanite, a large thick set man and a man of
God. His name was Zelph. He was a warrior and chieftain under
the great prophet Onandagus who was known from the hiti-€umerah-
er eastern Sea, to the Rocky Mountains, His-name-was-Zeiph. The
curse was taken from Zelph Rim, or at least, in part. one of
his thigh bones was broken by a stone flung from a sling, while
in battle, years before his death. He was killed in battle, by
the arrow found among his ribs, during a ast great struggle
with the Lamanites and-Nephites: Elder Woodruff carried the
thigh bone to Clay county. - , Note I, Addenda page 5.



The Account of the Finding of Zelph as Found in the Manuscript
History of the Church, Book A-1.
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Joseph Smith, "Manuscript history of the Church,' Book A-2,
pPp. 319-320.
319

Tuesday 3rd. During our travels we visited several of the
mounds which hav been thrown up by the Ancient inhabitants of
this Country. Nephites-Lamanites and this morning I went up on
a high mound near the river accompanied by severa[l] the
Brethren From this mound we could overlook the tops of the
trees, and view the prairie on each side of the river as far as
our vision could extend . and the scenery was truly delightful.
On the top of the mound were stones which presented the
appearan[ce] of three Altars having-been-ereeted. one above the
other. according to ancient order and the remains of human bones
were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren
procured a shovel and hoe, and removing the earth to the depth
of about one foot discovered the skeleton of a man, almost
entire and between his ribs the stone point of a was a
Lamanitish Arrow which evidently produced his death. Elder Barr
Riggs retained the Arrow and-the-brethren-earried-seme-pieces-of
-the-Sketeten-te-€tay-€ounty The contemplation of the scenery
around before us produced peculiar sensations in our bosoms and
subsequently the visions of the past being opened in my
understanding by the Spirit of the Almighty I discovered that
the person whose skeleton we had seen was-befere-us was a white
Lamanite, a large thick set man and a man of God. His name was
Zelph. He was a warrior and chieftain under the great prophet
Onandagus who was known from the hiii-€umerah-er Eastern Sea to
the Rocky mountains
320 June 1834
his-name-was-%eiph The curse was taken from Zelph him , or at
least, in part. One of his thigh bones was broken by a stone f3%
wrg from a sling while in battle years before his death. He was
killed in battle, by the arrow found among his ribs during last
great struggle with the Lamanites and-Nephites: Elder Woodruff
carried the thig[h] [b]one to Clay County.
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Wilford Woodruff, Undated autobiography of Wilford Woodruff,
filed in the Wilford Woodruff Collection, MS 5506, LDS Church
Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah. Written after the arrival of
the Ssaints in the salt Lake Valley.

During our travels we visited many mounds thrown up by the
Ancient inhabitants of Nephites and Lamanites, this morning we
went unto a high mound near the river Joseph & many of the
Brethren went up this mound was very high from the top of it--we
could overlook the tops of the trees as far as our vision could
extend and the scenery was truly delightful. On the top of the
mound were stones which presented the Appearance of three Alters
having been erected one above the other according to the Ancient
order of things & human bones were strun upon the ground. we had
taken a shovel along with us Brother Joseph wished us to dig
into the mound we dug into it about one foot & came upon the
skeleton of a man almost entire and an Arrow was found sticking
in his back bone Elder Milton Holmes picked it out & brought it
into camp with one of his leg bones which had been brocken He
put the leg bones in my waggon & I carried it to Clay County
Missouri. Brother Joseph feeling anxious to learn something
Governing the man prayed to the Lord & the Lord gave him a
vision in open day while lying in his waggon this mound & his
history was placed before him His name was Zelph He was a white
Lamanite the curse had been taken off from him because of his
faith and righteousness He had embraced the gospel he was a
short stout thick set man He had been a great warrior Had joined
the Nephites & fought for them under the direction of the great
Onandagus who held sway & command over the Armies of the
Nephites from the Hill Cumorah & Eastern sea to the rocky
mountains though the Book of Mormon does not speak of him He was
a great warrior leader & great prophet Zelph had his thigh bone
brocken from the sling of a stone while in battle in the yr of
his youth He was killed with the Arrow sticking in his back bone
the vision of the great prophet at the time that Zelph was
killed was opened to the prophet Joseph & there [word unclear]
were heaped upon the earth & that great Mound of near 300 Feet
High placed over them. I felt impressed to bury Zelph’s thigh
bone in Temple Block at Jackson County Missouri but I did not
have an opportunity and I brought it to Clay County near the
house owned by Colonel Arthur & occupied by Lyman Wight.

The arrow head is now in possession of his wife Emma Woodruff
[written in another hand, probably at a later date]



During our travels we visited many mounds thrown up by the Ancient inhabitants
of Nephites & Lamanites, this morning we went unto a high mound near the river
Joseph & many of the Brethren went up this mound was very high from the top

of it--we could overlook the tops of the trees as far as our vision could extend
and the scenery was truly delightful. On the top of the mound were stones which
presented the Appearance of three Alters having been erected one above the other
according to the Ancient order of things & human bones were strun upon the
ground. we had taken a shovel along with us Brother Joseph wished us to dig
into the mound we dug into it about one foot & came upon the skeleton of a

man almost entire and an Arrow was found sticking in his back bone Elder Milton
Holmes picked it out & brought it into camp with ome of his leg bones which

had been brocken He put the leg bones in my waggon & I carried it to Clay
County Missouri. Brother Joseph feeling anxious to learn something Governing
the man prayed to the Lord & the Lord gave him a vision in open day while lying
in his waggon this mound & his history was placed before him His name was
Zelph He was a white Lamanite the curse had been taken off from him because

of his faith and righteousness He had embraced the gospel He was a short stout
thick set man He had been a great warrior Had joined the Nephites & fought

for them under the direction of the great Prophet Onandagus who held sway &
command over the Armies of the Nephites from the Hill Cumorah & Eastern sea

to the rocky mountains though the Book of Mormon does not speak of him He was

a great warrior leader & great prophet Zelph had his thigh bone brocken from
the sling of a stone while in battle in the yr of his youth He was killed with
the Arrow sticking in his back bone the vision of the great prophet at the

time that Zelph was killed was opened to the prophet Joseph & there [word
unclear] were heaped upon the earth & that great Mound of near 300 Feet High
placed over them. I felt impressed to bury Zelph's thigh bone in Temple Block
at Jackson County Missouri but I did not have an opportunity and I brought it

to Clay County near the house owned by Colonel Arthur & occupied by Lyman Wight.

The arrouw head is now in possession of his wife Emma Woodruff [written in
another hand]

Story of the Finding of Zelph from the Autobiography of Wilford
Woodruff, found the LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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History of George Albert Smith (Prepared in 1857).

Monday, June 2. . . . Some of us visited a mound on a bluff
about 300 feet high and dug up some bones, which excited deep
interest among the brethren. The President and many others
visited the mound on the following morning, a notice of which
published in the Church History.

is



_//////, ‘ iilztery of Ceorge flrtert Smith i

1554 ~\"//§ \./;,

vere, whers tkey were golng, or what was their business, and I believe
thenr to be & fins sat of fellows, or a pack of dammed knaves, and I
can't tell for my life which°', inother intelligent gentleman remarked
1 do 0ot telieve thers is a collQ;g;in_ihe_ﬂnized_Siazes_zha:—cauld

turg_gggmsuchuanve1oquen:‘sat‘ST“EEEEEEEE’Bs*i%have~heard_zhis_day in

,r? égg_gg;p.' Dr. #illlaams said he had heard hundreds of such remarks
‘ at Jacksonville, and the masi perfect good humor prevailed throughout
the town.

Elghteen good rifles were standirg up fastened with a strap round
our tent pole. No other arms were visible in the Ccap, they teing care-
fully deposited in our tazgage magons, and as I was tent-keeper that day
1 was greatly amused 8t the remarks nade by the peopie about those suns,
and at the numberless guestions esked me by our visitors. The plen of
ansvering these questions wzs for every oae to tell where he was from
himself and tz2at he was traveling to the-%est to sae the couatry aad
Zunt out a zood place for a location, and as we were aware of sples be-

JD I;; around u= who sought to lill Joceph Smith we called him Squire Cook:.
W TAenever &any cztranger was in tha Camp he never appeared to have anytnins
to do witk directing 1ts movements, the great mystery to be solved by
visitors bsing who the gsneral of the crowd was. When the spies first
tzzan to quection us it wmas observed that they picked out the sresnest

loczing fellows im tha Camp o quiz. L8 I was oaly 16, verr larze of
my'aga aqy eyes weak and naturally deficient of sigat, wors a pair of

3irised 2ed-tick pagtaloons, 7hich were worm off on the inside, nearly

up s oy knees on account of oy interferinsg as I walked, 67 stras hat

faving been smashed by accidertally sittingz on it in the tent, Joseph in-
/é@ted Ce to throw ryself in a position to answer such questions; and on
//p:SSLFT tarough the towas I generally fell somewhst in the rear custing

2 sorry figure waleh naturally singled me out, - on the vrinciple that

\2&ildren 2nd 7ools alxaya—$eld—tre-iruth, In this way I hud many anus-
//27 izg conversations with inguisitive stranzers. I tri=d to trzat then with
kindnsss eurpd urbsnity, btut presune very fev of thea galned rmuch informe-
tion Uty talking ith ze.

.onday, June 2, Trc7eled 27 miles, crossed thexIllinois “iver at
F1i1liips ferry azd campead on the zest tank near a skirt of timcer. Joseph
was not prese2t shen we camped, and when he came I asked him how he liked

our position. e rzolied thnt (t as A v=rv vpleasant cesop ground but not




History of Ceorge Albdert Soith
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safo in & time of danger, as en enemy could shelter themselves in the
point of tinmber and kill us before we could be formed ready for defense.
Some of us visited a mound on a bluff abouf 300 feet high and dug up

scaz tones, which excited deep interest among the brethren. The Presi-

dect aecd many others visited tke mound on the following morning, & notioce

of which is putlished in ihe Church "{story.

Tucsday, Jume Je Dupins our poon ralt near the place where the
town of Pittsrield now stands, Joseph stood on a wagon wheel and made a
specech to the Canp. Fe said, 'The Lord was displeased with us; that our
murnuring and fault-rinding and want of humility had kindled the anger
of +hec Tord agelinst us, and thet o severe scourge would come upon the

=
Caap wnd ey would die like sheep witkh the rot.' Fe seid, 'I cannot ¢

[S-pge=S-8 8.5

1%, it 2ust coas, hut ty repentance snd humility and the prayer of faith,

L1 casstisenent may be alleviated but cennot be eatirely turnsed away,

he Lard lives this Cazp must cuffsr a severe scoursgs for thelir

b
o)
L]
f:
(&)
[ad

ol:adness zid rsbellion. I sey it in the name of the Lord.'

74ig propheoy struck me to the hears; I thousht we should probdatly

PP

re+ into o dettle wiik the mob z2nd some of us ot killed. Little thousht

1S}

I that witkbin Four weeks a dozer of 2y brethren would be leid in the

viia v

Srouzd withcout coffins by the foll hand of the plague. 2ut so 1% was,

c=d I learned cver arfter to heed the counsels of the Prophet end not
surziar at the dizpensations of providsnce.

At Ltlas w2 purciased 25 gallons of ¥ild hozsy at 25 cents a gallocz;
also a little ueat and cora meal. Ta then farried the Snye to an islard
i the ‘fississippi, which was S miles wide ard 60 lonz. Col. Ross, who
rasidcd 2t Atlss, offerad to hire 100 of us znd to mekxe recsdy pay. Ouzs
coczissary obisiaed about o deczen Missouri-cured bams, out theres not )
tnizs emcugh to supply every cess our company egrz2ed to do without. QJur
suster consisted of mush end bhemey 28 @2 b4 bean unabdle to prccure
ilgur. Lfter %ie fatigue of the dey it herdly satisfied our hunger, tut
~ter surner, came six o eight of tﬁc bans were throwa
i, ancer at our tent 2our by some of the brethren saying, '.e dom't
cat dizty, siinking meat'.

~hs Pronlet then *ol3 Tcbeodne, our coolr, o be quiclt end_fry soze

5 2o had mot aud nis hun;pgmgalrly_satisfieduﬁormis_hnurs. Zebedes

tmmediately commcncad codikiag hem wni for once all our 2ess feusted to
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Andrew Jenson, '"Zion’s Camp," The Historical Record, vol. 7,
nos. 4-6 (June 1888), p. 581.

During our travels we visited several of the mounds which
had been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants of this county,
Nephites, Lamanites, etc., and this morning (June 2nd) I went up
on a high mound, near the river, accompanied by the brethren.
From this mound we could overlook the tops of the trees and view
the prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision could
extend; and the scenery was truly delightful. On the top of the
mound were stones which presented the appearance of three altars
having been erected one above the other, according to the
ancient order; and human bones were strewn over the surface of
the ground. The brethren procured a shovel and hoe, and
removing the earth to the depth of about one foot discovered a
skeleton of a man, almost entire, and between his ribs the stone
point of a Lamanitish arrow, which evidently produced his death.
Elder Burr Riggs retained the arrow. The contemplation of the
scenery around us produced peculiar sensations in our bosonms;
subsequently the visions of the past being opened to my
understanding by the spirit of the Almighty, I discovered that
the person whose skeleton we had seen was a white Lamanite, a
large, thick-set man, and a man of God. His name was Zelph. He
was a warrior and chieftain under the great Prophet Omandagus,
who was known from the Eastern seas to the Rocky Mountains. The
curse was taken from Zelph, or, at least, in part; one of his
thigh bones was broken by a stone flung from a sling, while in
battle years before his death. He was killed in battle, by the
arrow found among his ribs, during the last great struggle with
the Lamanites.
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Wilford Woodruff 1893 (University of Utah Special Collections
Dept., Papers of the George A. Smith family, Ms. 30, Box 174, fd.
26).

While traveling with Zion’s camp, through the State of Ohio,
we came to a very high mound, to the top of which we climbed by
means of steps over which kkE grass had grown. The steps were
very wide, , probably about twelve feet. We found the top of the
mound to be quite level and to cover a great deal of ground.
After overlooking the surrounding country, and descending half
way down we were halted by command of the Prophet Joseph. We had
taken a shovel with us to the top of the mound, thinking we might
have some use for it, and after halting, the Prophet, speaking to
the man who had the shovel, told him to throw up the dirt at a
certain place to which he pointed, After removing a little more
than six inches of soil the skeleton of a man was discovered,
from a joint in whose backbone the Prophet drew a flint arrow
head which had been the means of taking his life.

The Lord showed the Prophet Joseph that this was the skeleton
of a white Lamanite named Zelph, and that he fought under a great
chieftain named Onandagus, whose dominion covered an immense body
of country. The book of Mormon does not mention the name of this
Indian Chief, Onandagus.
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Oon February 22nd, 1893, Dr. James E. Talmage showed to Presi-

dent Woodruff what was purported tc be a seer stone, the prcpert:
of a resident of this city who had possessed it since the early

days of the church ard who claimed to have been able to use it but

~had since lost the gift of seeing through it.

.. .The above irncident btrought forth remarks by President Woodruff
in relation.toc the seer stone known as "Gazelem", which was shown
of the Lord to the Prophet Joseph to be some thirty feet under
ground, and which he obtained .by diggin under the pretence of
excavating for a wall, as related.in“A 11 storyy cf—the—Propiet
Jeseph Smith. This remarkable stone was used by the Prophet. After
his death it came into the possession of President Brigham Young,
through his brother Phineas, abd afterwards it passed into the po-
gssession of President John Taylor through Elder Brigham Young, and
since the death of President Taylor, into the pcssessicn of Presi-
dent Woodruff. oQur late President, uvon this occasicn, also re-
ferred tc a sacred relic then in his pcssession, in the shape of an
Indian arrow head, of flint, alsc referred tc in the history of
the Prophet Joseph as having been the cause of the death cf the
White lamanite, Zelph, which relic came irnto the pcssessicon of
President Wcodruff through Sister Zina VYoung Card. The President
talked freely with Brc. Talmage on this subject, and on the sug-
gestion of Bro. Gecrge F. Gibbs, he dictated the followirg in
regard to it by way cf a fuller account to that which kax is al-
ready recorded in relation to it: 4

- "While traveling with Zicn's camp, through the State of Onio,

we came to a very high mound, tc the top ¢f which we climbed bYy

means of steps over which Xk=m.grass had grown. The steps were ve
wide, , probably about twelve feet. Ve fcund the top of the mound
to be quite level and tc ccver a great deal of ground. After
overlooking the surrcunding country, and descending half way down
we were halted by command of the Prcphet Joseph. We had taken a
shovel with us to the top of the miund, thinking we might have scme
use for it, and after halting, the Prophet, speaking tc the man who
had the shovel, told him to throw up the dirt at a certain place to
which he poirted, After removing a little more than six inches of
scil the skeleton of a man was discovered, from & Joint 1n whose
backbone the Prophet drew a flint arrow head which had been the
means of taking his life. '

The Lord showed the Prophet Joseph that this was the skeleton
of a2 white Lamanite named Zelph, and that he fought under a great
chieftain named Onandagus, whose dominion covered an immense body
of country. The book c¢f Mormon dces not mention the name of this

,Indian Chieft, Onandagus.”
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History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Vol. 2, (Salt Lake City: Deseret, 1904), pp. 79-80.

During our travels we visited several of the mounds which
had been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants of this country--
Nephites, Lamanites, etc., and this morning I went up on a high
mound, near the river, accompanied by the brethren. From this
mound we could overlook the tops of the trees and view the
prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision could
extend, and the scenery was truly delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented the
appearance of three altars having been erected one above the
other, according to the ancient order; and the remains of bones
were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren
procured a shovel and a hoe, and removing the earth to the depth
of about one foot, discovered the skeleton of a man, almost
entire, and between his ribs the stone point of a Lamanitish
arrow, which evidently produced his death. Elder Burr Riggs
retained the arrow. The contemplation of the scenery around us
produced peculiar sensations in our bosoms; and subsequently the
visions of the past being opened to my understanding by the
Spirit of the Almighty, I discovered that the person whose
skeleton we had seen was a white Lamanite, a large, thick-set
man, and a man of God. His name was Zelph. He was a warrior
and chieftan under the great prophet Onandagus, who was known
from the eastern sea to the Rocky mountains. The curse was
taken from Zelph, or, at least, in part--one of his thigh bones
was broken by a stone flung from a sling, while in battle, years
before his death. He was killed in battle by the arrow found
among his ribs, during a great struggle with the Lamanites.*

* According to Elder Kimball’s journal, the facts concerning
the person whose bones had been found in the mound were not
revealed to the Prophet Joseph until the camp had departed from
the mound. He says:

"While on our way we felt anxious to know who the person was
who had been killed by the arrow. It was made known to Joseph
that he had been an officer who fell in battle in the last
destruction among the Lamanites, and his name was Zelph. This
caused us to rejoice much, to think that God was so mindful of us
as to show these things to His servant. Brother Joseph had
inquired of the Lord, and it was made known in a vision." (Times
and Seasons, vol. vi, p. 788.)
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History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, vol.
2 (salt Lake City: Deseret, 1948), pp. 79-80.

We encamped on the bank of the river until Tuesday the 3rd.
' During our travels we visited several of the mounds which had
been thrown up by the ancient inhabitants of this country--
Nephites, Lamanites, etc., and this morning I went up on a high
mound, near the river, accompanied by the brethren. From this
mound we could overlook the tops of the trees and view the
prairie on each side of the river as far as our vision could
extend, and the scenery was truly delightful.

On the top of the mound were stones which presented the
appearance of three altars having been erected one above the
other, according to the ancient order; and the remains of bones
were strewn over the surface of the ground. The brethren
procured a shovel and a hoe, and removing the earth to the depth
of about one foot, discovered the skeleton of a man, almost
entire, and between his ribs the stone point of a Lamanitish
arrow, which evidently produced his death. Elder Burr Riggs
retained the arrow. The contemplation of the scenery around us
produced peculiar sensations in our bosoms; and subsequently the
visions of the past being opened to my understanding by the
Spirit of the Almighty, I discovered that the person whose
skeleton was before us was a white Lamanite, a large, thick-set
man, and a man of God. His name was Zelph. He was a warrior and
chieftain under the great prophet Onandagus, who was known from
the Hill Cumorah, or eastern sea to the Rocky mountains. The
curse was taken from Zelph, or, at least, in part--one of his
thigh bones was broken by a stone flung from a sling, while in
battle, years before his death. He was killed in battle by the
arrow found among his ribs, during the last great struggle of the
Lamanites and Nephites.

* According to Elder Kimball’s journal, the facts concerning
the person whose bones had been found in the mound were not
revealed to the Prophet Joseph until the camp had departed from
the mound. He says:

"While on our way we felt anxious to know who the person was
who had been killed by the arrow. It was made known to Joseph
that he had been an officer who fell in battle in the last
destruction among the Lamanites, and his name was Zelph. This
caused us to rejoice much, to think that God was so mindful of us
as to show these things to His servant. Brother Joseph had
inquired of the Lord, and it was made known in a vision." (Times
and Seasons, vol. vi, p. 788.)
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