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“Joseph Smith’s Translation of the Book of Mormon” may be reproduced and used, without
alteration, addition, or deletion, for any nonpecuniary or nonpublishing purpose without
permission.

“The Translation of the Book of Mormon: Preliminary Report on the Basic Historical Informa-
tion” reflects substantial research but is not ready for final publication. It is made available to
be critiqued and improved and to stimulate further research.

“Joseph Knight's Recollection of Early Mormon History” is reprinted by permission from BYU
Studies (autumn 1976): 32-39. Reproduction of this paper is prohibited.
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And he went into the west Room and they Proposed to go shares with him
.and tried every way to Bargain with him But Could not. Then Beeman took
out his Rods and hild [held] them up and they pointed Dow[n] to the
harth whare they ware hid. “There,” says Beeman, it is under that harth.”
So they had to garde the house until some time in November. He obtaind
fifty Dollars in money and hired 2 man to move him and his wife to
Pensylvany to hir Fathers, his wife Being onwell and wanted to go to her
Fathers. He Bout [bought] a piece of Land of hir Father with a house and
Barn on it. Here the People Began to tease him to see the Book and to
offer him money and property and they Csouded so harde that he had to
hide it in the Mountin. |

He now Began to be anxious to git them translated. He therefore
with his wife Drew of{f] the Caricters exactley like the ancient and sent
Martin Harris* to see if he Could git them Translated. He went to Albeny
and to Philadelpha and to new york and he found men that Could Trans-
late some of the Carictors in all those places. Mitchel [Samuel L. Mitchill
and Anthony [Charles Anthon] of New Yorki* ware the most Lard
[learned]- But there were some Caricters theyj could not well understand.
Therefore Anthony told him that he thot if hé had the original he culd
translate it. And he rote a very good piece BA.uo«omwu-:m uu.% if he would
send the original he would translate it. But at Last Martin Harris told
him that he Could not have the original for it was Commanded not to be
shone. And he was mad and said what Does this mean, and he tore the

2 man who could swear like that astrologer; he swore scientifically, by rule, by note.
To those who love swearing, it was musical to hear him, but not so to me, for I
would leave his presence. He would nﬂ: Joseph Qn.a._...:vr. that was bad, and say, °I
nn:?n he will get the treasure after; all’ He did get il, and the war commenced
irectly. )

“When Joseph obtained the treasure, the priests, the deacons, and religionists
of every grade, went hand in hand with the «wa..:n..n__n_.. and with every wicked
person, to get it out of his hands, and, to accomplish this, a past of them came out
and persecuted him.” Jowrnal of Discourses, 26 vols. (London: Latter-day Saints Book
Depot, 1854-86), 2:180-181. Sec also $5:55 where, in another reference to the same
individual, Brigham Young stated that he had forgotien the man's name.

“Barnes Frisbie describes the activity of “rodsmen” in the area of Middletown,
Vermont in the early 19th century. The “'rods” were fashioned from wicch hazel
bushes that grew abundantly in the vicinity. A branch was “cut with two prongs,
in the form of a fork, and the person using it would take the two prongs, one in each
hand, and the other end ([pointing away] from the body.” The rodsman would
lead his followers over the countryside until the rod “fell or made some motion.”
This was taken as evidence that precious metal was buried there and the signal for
the rodsman and his followers to commence digging. Others used the rod as a
“medium of revelation, claiming to divine the thoughts and intentions of men."
Frisbie notes that some people became so caught up in the crait that they devoted
their whole time to it. Barnes Frisbie, The History of Middletown, }/ ermont (Rut-
land, Vermont: Tuttle & Co., 1867), pp. 47-54.

“On the obscure matter of the motivation for Martin Harris's trip to New
York, Joseph Smith, in his 1832 Autobiography, p. S, says that Harris had stated

that “"the Lord had shown him that he must go to New York City with some of the
characters. So we proceeded to coppy some of them. And he took his Journy to the
Eastern Cittys and to the Learned. . . ."”

MStanley B. Kimball deals with Harris's trip to New York and identifies the
men involved in "The Anthon Transcript: People, Primary Sources, and Problems,"
BYU Siudies 10(Spring 1970):325-352.

66}

Paper that he wrote all to pieces and stampid it under his
Bring me the original or I will not .:Su_nﬁw it. Mr Harris %nnﬂ.wnﬂ_. “”w”
ms a passion, he said, “well I will go home and see, and if .54 can be had
M_:_“. wright to you immeditely.” So he Came home and told how it was
P:o t row. went to him no more. Then was fulfild the 29th Chapter of Isiah.
_.sh [Joseph Smith] Bing [being] an unlearned man did not know
what to Do. Then the Lord gave him Power to Translate himself. Then
ware the Larned men Confounded, for he, By the means he found with
the plates, he Could translate those Caricters Better than the Lamed.

Now the way he translated h . .
his hat and Darkned his Eyes then he would fae s meoens. Pummim into

it was marvelous. Thus was the hol [whole] translated.1¢ .

Now when he Began to translate he was r and w P
m..osa.oau and had no one to write for him u_””ozm Snn.pmnw% row .“w.m“
2892. would sometimes write a little for him through the winter.!” The
Znnn Spring Oliver Cowdry a young man from almyra Came to see old

r Smith, Josephs father, about this work E.:_v he sent him Down to
pensylveny to see Joseph and satisfy him self. So he Came Down and was
soon Coavinced of the truth of the work. The next Spring Came Martin

Harris Down to nsylvany to write for him and h
: e wrote 116 f
.WM..WR* of Mormon. And about this time z»a:v“w‘““nwa

:S...:nvnama.“_._.o_mo;s._ Cept [kept] it so that he never Could
cn_xu_azz -ﬂ:#ﬂn fore Joseph Lost his privilige for a while. <m”: nwmna
omuvnn“e n...-mnc v-ﬂ:-agiu... the privelage of translating again, as in Book

Now he Could not translate But little Bein d e
for him But _.mu.t:.o and she Could not do :w.:w_....o“:n% Enmrmw..o.ﬂﬂ "__MM

and familey ware all against him and would not he}lp hi i
. ¥ . He and
wife Came up to see me the first of the winter _wwmm h.w 8__H Boorﬂ:hh”

20 $ .
Joseph Smith's explanation was that be  translated
. ! ) h the Book
O.M.Mﬂ_ww& %.u&ﬂww.g.;mm h—nﬂnﬁh&.a and u...cg.ch_:v " by the omh.? 5.% va%n_.__.sww
: , 4:537. i been discu y B. H. Roberts, ““Translati
mn ”._.»o:woor ....n Zo::o:" Improvemens Era 9(April, May, July 1906); and u»ﬁ“
& caster, w<...ro Gift and Power of God: The Mecthod of Translation of the
Bool :Mm Mormon,” The Saints’ Herald 109 (15 November 1962) :14-33
i :.: _—“.u 1832 >=.o¢.ow=vr<u P- 6, Joseph Smith, in addition to his wife, Emma
V_M.u is 352.. Samuel H. Smith, as having written for him during the Book of
mﬁoz translation. In response to a question in 1879 regarding those who were
Mn... .,on.uomnv_..m..::w the translation, Emma Smith named herself, Oliver Cow-
ery, Martin I-..”:m. and her brother, Reuben Hale. Joseph Smith, *'Last Testimony
of Sister Emma,” The Saints' Herald 26 (1 October 1879):290. '

rior to Harris’s loss of the 116 f i ..
W&h—: is clearly in error. See In..v"hwmw.wﬂ nw_m Rk ol Moomon manuscrips, Josh
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and the Church grew and multiplied. But soon after the Church Began to

gro the People Began to Be angry and to persecute and Cald them fools and
" said they ware Decived. But along toards fall Joseph and Oliver Cowdray
and David Whitmore [ Whitmer] and John Whitmore Came from Harmony
in Pennsylvany to my house on some Buisness. And some of the Vagabonds
found they ware there and they made a Catspaw of a young fellow By the
name of Docter Benton in Chenengo County to sware out a warrent against
Joseph for as said pertandifia de gee under ground. A little Clause they
found in the york Laws n o B Mogs. The oficer Came to my house
near knite [night] and- ..PF&M% finesed my horses and we all went
up to the villige But it \ogaee B iy’ Could not try him that nite and it
was put of[f] till mornlag. ‘T ssked Bgph if [he] wanted Counsell he said
he thot he should. 1 went thet nite a8} saw Mr James Davison [Davidson]
a man I was acquainted with. The sext moming ther gatherd a multitude
of peopel that ware against him. Mr Davison said it looked like a squaley
{squally] Day; he thot we had Better have John Read [Reid]** a prety good
speaker near by. I told him we io:_m.. s0 | imployed them Both. So after
a trial all Day jest at nite he was Dismisged. Then there was a nother oficer
was Ridy [ready] and took him on the same Case Down to Broom County
Below forth with. 1 hired Bopth these Lawyers and took them Down home
with me that nite. The next Day it Continued all Day till midnite. But
they Could find no thing against him therefore he was Dismist.??

Soon after this Joseph Left the Susquhannah river and went to Man.
ghester to his Fathers. Then about the first thing Sidney Rigdin came from
ohio to see Joseph and they Boath Came Down to Broom County and
Joseph and Sidney went Down to Harmoney to settle some Buisness. And
the Mob found they ware gone and they found when they ware expected
Back and we found they had a plan laid to take Joseph and Sidney and me.
Now Sidney had Ben at my house several Days and had preached there
several times and he was tpo smart for them therefore t ey wanted to
trouble him. And the Day we expected them 1 sent my son Down to meat
them and told them of their Plan and they turned acrost to Chenango point.
and so went to the Lakes. And I Loaded up what I Could Cary and went
away that nite for the Lakes. I also touk my wife and Daughter for we
.war[e] calcalating to go soon for we a litle Before had a revelation to go to

ohio. So the Mob watched all nite at the Bridge. But Behold we all Came

up missing and the poor mop Lost all their truble. Now Joseph and I went
:Wn on Sw_ﬂn_»am WMN. w;ﬁ,&u not stay long there for in March we went
to the town of Thompson a bout twenty miles and in the spring the Coles-
vill Church all Came on. mj_n Joseph remaind in Kirtland and Sidney soon
Came to Kirtland. :

Now this Spring Joseph received anumber of revelations. One was to pur-

chase a thousand acres of Land which was Claimed by Leman Copley*¢ and .

N.‘Esnu Uuwumuﬁnnw-ﬂmn.ﬂcvﬂ_l*ﬂﬂq were neighbors of Joseph Knight, “respect-

able farmers, men renowned for their integrity, and well versed in the laws of their
try.” HC, 1:89. o )

coue .&ownvr Smith’s account of this trial is found in HC 1:88-96.

——

“Further references to the situation in Ohio involving Leman Copley is found

in HC, 1'167-169, 180-181.

. Missouri “we found one family named Joshua Lewis living ¢

68

" the City and Temple and set a mark, and

not paid for. He had a little Before Come into the
Zelaus and faithful. We all went to work and ma
sowed the fields. About this time we ware
properties. But Brother Copley would not

Church and apeard to Be
de fence and planted and
Cald upon to Consecrate our

we sold out what we Could But Copley took the advantege of us and we
Could not git any thing for what we had done. So we left:Copleys in June
and moved our things to-wellsvill on the ohio river which was about ninety
miles. Then we went on Board the Steamer the third Day of July and we
landed in uper Misouria the 26th of the same Moath, We found our
selves among strangers But the people seamed to Be frindley with us. And
we found the Country to be Butiful rich and plesent and we made our
selves as Comfortable as we Could. And in a few Day Joseph and Sidney
and a number of Brotherin came and they looked out and Enterd »
Considrible of Land, for the People to Settle on.** We found it a new
Country with some settlrs on it

. There was one Joshua Lewis® that had Come into the Church the
winter Before, he and his wife. And they ware faithful and good to us

her funeral on the Eighth. She was Burried in the woods a spot Chosen
out By our selves. I was along By where she was Buried 2 few Days after
and I found the hogs had Began to root whare she was Buried | Being
verry unwell But 1 took my ax the nex Day and went and Bilt a pen round
it. It was the Last I done for her.

Joseph at this time Looked out the Country and found the place for

after giving all other nesesa
instructions he Returned Back for Kirtland.* e 2

. * But as time Came along we
often heard from him and Recevied Revelations. The next year in 1832 he
Came again to Missouri®® and set things in order and Cald the Colesvill
Church to gather and seald them up to Eternal Life. And this made some
little feeling among others But I think he [k)new Best. So that passed of [f]
and he Returned to Kirtland again and I think he Did not Come to Missousi
the next year for the Mob Began to sho their Black heads in 1833, But
Joseph Sent and Counsled During our troubles in Jackson County and
after the worst Came to the worst thot we had Better leve the County.

®The arrival of Joseph Smith in Jackson County, Missouri on this occasion is
noted in HC, 1:188.

®Joseph Knight, Jr., states that when he and his father arrived in Independence,

here. Oliver Cowdery,
Patley P. Pratt and one or two others had come before us preaching; as we came
w.< water, we had no tents, and my father and | slept in a2 hen coop two weeks,
till we got a shelter.” Joseph Khnight, Jr., Autobiography, p. 3.

"Joseph Smith left Kirtland, Ohio, on August 9, and arrived in Independence,
Missouri on August 27, 1831. HC, 1:202, 206.

®Joseph left Kirtland on April 1, 1832 and arrived in Independence on April
!

24. HC, 1:265-266.





