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I. It Takes All Kinds

Three Approaches:--To the question, whether Joseph Smith s Book of Abraham

is to be taken serlocsly three approaches readlly present themaelves.- The
first is to ask the experts; the second is to examine Joseph Smlth s work in
some broad and oeneral aspects; and the third is to take a closer look aé-

soma partlculars. o3 1nLend in thls paper to 1ndu1ge brlefly in eachk of these.

Fh

1< no final solutlons are reached—*and 1t Wlll Soon appear that it is absurd _-;

to expect them thls early in the game——lt shall at least become apparent tbat

W OLaLA

- -

the game is far from UVer.

7,1:, Consulting the Experts:f—Critics of Joseph Smith_abﬁor nothing so
much as an inconclusive answer: Ask the people who know, they tell us, that

SHOLTC seLtle it once for all! Butlfho are the people that know?  The very
e-fich "
bclplassccss of the publlcﬁnakes it necessary foc them to consult the experts

%ﬁ» also nakes it 1mp0551ble for them to judge just how expert they are:] How
is the pan in the street to know whether this or that authority is telling the

wkola story even 1f he knows 1t7 How much is the off-hand ooinion of a‘specia]ist.

worth whan we don'L even Lnow the scope of his specialty? Rece1t developmﬂnts

- havn shoxn hOW'very easy it is for quacks and charlatans to benulle a publlc'

bic is totally'ignoran_ of a SubjECt as recondlte -and na*lected as Evypclan-

5'

Th2 Joseph mlth Papyrl a1d the Facsimiles have providad a field-day for_self-;
certified Egyptologists ohorhave come before the pﬁblic with the most bizarre l_
cradsntials. In reply to questions these have raised it can be categorically
stated that at no time have the Church.Authorities commissioned anyone to transiate
thie Joseph Smith Papyri; thcf didn't need to, since Egyptologists of established

“iation obligingly came forth from the very first Wlth translations which

ha'e never been challeogcd by the Latter~day Saints. That was possible bacauss



the Church upoe obtaining the papyri published excellent photographs of theam
with.record speeq in a nﬁmbef of publicaeions, sent high-resolution phetos fo

all scholars who asked for them, and permitted anyquy_ﬁho asked to view the
originals, at the time at the BYU. There was never any questiOn of epeci&lly
privileged characters being glven access to carefully guarded documenes- tﬂeyrkf
: have all been available to anyone who wants to see them. Neither was there anye'-
queetion of who knows Egypfian bette; fhan who,reince tﬁe'Hormpns find no faulturt

fwith the translations of real Egyptologists-

Ja_QBut.throuoh the years a widely c1rcu1ated newsletter prlnted in Salt Lace L:f

C1ty has malntalned in bold headlines that "the Book of Abra&am is pure fa151f1—'ﬁ

cation." Such a forthrlont statement invites 1nqu1ry- On what ev1dence is
.sucﬁue proposltlon ‘to be tested? | |

There are flve major documents to be coneldeeed and it is the way in
wvhich these documents are handled that eakes the gama. The wrltlnos 1ﬁ q tir
are: 1) the Book of Ahraham 2) an old Eoyptlan text DF the so~ca11ed Bcoc of
Breathings that once belonged to the Prophet Joseph Smlth 3) a bound manuscrlpe
from Kirtlarnd known as “'The anptlan Alphabet and Cramﬂar e 4) qoﬁe Eoypelan
'Book of the Dead fraoments belonglng to the hlrtlana collection, and 5) the

-three Fac51m11es published as part of the Book of Abraham.

.:-The main argument pursued by those to whom we shall refer as the ériticé-is
that the Book of Abraham is fradulent because it is ﬁbﬁ a translatien of thein‘
'BOOR ot Breathinge at all. This point is pressed with great vigor in the manner .
'of a triumphant dlscovery, with the Crltlcs making a great dlsplay N ; :

" superior knowledge of Egyptian. This noisy diversion obscures the essential‘.
point that neither Joseph Smith nor the }ormons have ever stated that the Book

" of Abraham is a translation of that documeat. Indeed this writer was as prompt

and emphatic as any other in insisting that it was not. In reply to this the
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Critics declare that Smith either thought that the Egyptian text wes the very
source of the Book of Abraham or at least permitted his colleagues to thiak

so; the evidence for that is the "Alphabet and Grammar" manuscrlpt in which
elem=nts of both the Booa of Abraham and. the Book of Breathlngs are placed 51de f#
by side in parallel columns as 1f the one were indeed a translation,of the OLHEr;T
Those who maintain that the brethren at Kirtland really thought thny ware renderin

three strokes and a dot of Egyptlan hleratlc wrltlncr lnto whole paragraphs of Sl

_resoundlno En011sh prose are, however, the very ones who have always 1n51stﬂd

.that any such a th1n° c0uld not p0531b1y be taLen serlously by anyone.f Yet';

,Joseph Smlth and the Hormons all too& 1t ser10usly7 How do they know7 Tha'_i,fli

great decentlon, the "fallsflcatlon " was no- deceptlon at all the Crltlcs madb "

much ado of the "Alphabet and G*ammar as a carefully suggressed docement——lt -

'never c1rcu1ated at all it was never put fortn as Scrlpture, there,is no

'ev1de1ce that it ever touched the Salﬂts there was no pqssibility_of ceception

or misunderstanding. It was nevef declared to be the source of the Book of

LR

Abraham.
Vhat then? 1In the "Alphabet and Gramrar' we flnd at least flve nen behavan'
as 1f tney ware setlously enoaoed in dec:LprterluCr Loyptlan.r Uhat else was to be—~

e

expected? Here they had a genuine Egjptleq writing thousands of years old in

thelr.own hands- Vhat would any one do u1th such a treasure7r Flrst of a11

give it the old cqllege try at dec1pher;nc. At no time has the reallt" of

‘reveletlon beee ta ten by the Mormons as llberatlng them from the nece351ty o;__f-:

using their brains. The rule was to seak and knock first, before asking:fdr,i;;e-

divinz aid; the Jews always recognize that-as one of the great lessons in thef;'

1ifc of Abraham: "'There must be a stirring belo# before there can be a stirriné,
"

above," "you must set the tahle before you ask the blessing,"” etc. Even the

. Prophet was javited to use his wits before asking for revelation, for this lifa




is a,time of probation in which we.all,learn by trial and-errqr- Thermen of
Kirtland, whether in chmpetitiﬁn or cooperation with the Prophet, did their best
and soon found out that it wasn't gOing to work that way and dropped the wholei
thing, after they had learned the most important lesson of all——the depth of
'thelr own 1gnorance. There is no ev1denca that anybody was taken in by tha_
experlment except some over~eager‘Mormons of the present generatlon and it

wvas never 1ntended that the material sbould fall 1nto their hands, If the

_brethren whc brought their bemnsad researches to an abrupt halt had contlnued

VRS

aftet they knew they were gettlng nowhare or 1f'they had publlclzed thelr

| flndlnos or declared the Book of Breathlng manuscrlpt to be 1ndeed the Book of

Abraha_, that would have been deceptlon. But morely for then to examine: th31r

ﬁf_):.u

exotic treasure and try a few clumsy fumbles w1th it to see if 4t(would work, and

then flrmly push it 351de is nelther suspec10us nor reprehen51ble behav1or.'

Indeed it 13 very much the same sort of thing that goes on today whhn the
COITEIELIOH Committee accepts the task of evaluatlng ancient dochents of whlc;
tnéy have na underst;ndlng whatever.

Today as in tines passed the critics seek te make-éreat capital of’théir
profourd discovery that the Prophet Joshph kneh no Egyptian., Hore fllm—flam'”-%

¥ho said that he did? Certalnly not the Mormons, who are quite aware that the

Prophet's ignorance is one of the strongast arguments for the 1nsp1red natura By

of vnat he wrote. The Critics, however, would turn that dack of educatlhn ;hto
a perfect excuse for closing the door agalnst any reédlnc of his works;‘f;ﬂfw:'

The peculiar value of the Egyptian elements in the Book hf Abraham:has 2
always been, from the world's point of view, the unique cpportunitf they offer
for making comparisons with authentic Egyptian writihgs and ideas. Ahd yet

surprisingly enough the scholars have never made those comparisons. . When asked

they have always excused themselves as having more important things to do, and
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evaded their-;aspeééihiiiey to compare docuwents by the nuch easier manipulatlfi

of comparing credentlals\: Where it was a matter of thelr own credentials

agalnst those of Joseph Smith, the scholars wﬁo know everything versus th=

farmer who knows nothlnv there was simply no contest, w1thout further discuSSLUe
.they all asked to be eycused This is the argument of pure, all-out euthoritar;
ianism with which the poor Horeons have aiwayS'had to coﬂtenditﬁe experts eave 

: , ‘ 5 1.
othing more to be said, don’t bother us aoain-_J

A

 But it is a spec1aé argument that closes doors 1natead of opanlnv Lhem,.j,“

=
-

S
.'.5

spoken, there

aﬁd it is-Subject, 1n v1ew of the publlc s 1gnorance to the gravest abuses——

Mamong the b11nd a one—eyed man is king," A. E Housman used to say (:omn'uae‘!.tn:x'r ;
en the autharlty of the learned We.shall not llst the preposterous and ln;eed
hllaklous credentlale tﬁat some of the present-day Crltlcs have c1rculated
about themselves but in view of the fact that they have per51ste1tly Eut forth
thelr scholarly attalnnent plus their status as aCLlVE LOVmons as reﬂderinﬂA
their fi al verdlct irrefutably euthorltatlve, ve are forced .to ask wﬁy through
tﬁe. ears they have never revealed to this writer or to the publlc gust that
their activities in the Church have been,- end in particular the mnature of tneir

academic ach1evements—~where they have Studled, vhat and with whom and for how

long, what degrees and titles they hold from wﬁere and in what SubJECLS vneve e

they have taught, researcﬁed or excavated and under Uhet ausplceb;"end'most
1mportant of all what they have publlshed. Personelly we have always‘foendl-f
these things irrelevant if not downright misleading:ljbelng self- —taught.is. no
disgrace; but belncr self certlfled is another uatteri]and thevrelentless
parading of scholarly eminence makes 1nev1t1b1e the ralslnv of those questlons
which they have so long and so sklllfully evaded. |

Even more significant is the type of scholarship the Critics affact to

display--the magisterial, pompous, condescending professorial manner of so nany



~...and proposals pour forth; books, articles, and editorials weigh and argue

of our own teachers of long ago, somz of them world-renowned survivors, of the
19th Century. But even in a field like Egyptology which has alweys fairly
wallowed in professiohal posturing,[}he time has passed when the word of a
sinele individuel carries enough ciout to settle contraversial iseues on tha
spot. Today there“is_so much information available that the siily squabbies

about who knows more than who have bacome meaningless. The computer has cut us

all down tolsize nd in the process haa 1tse1r ‘been cut down to size. Nowadays.

"when people,want to settle dlsputeé_lssues by arr1v1n0 at the facts——Doas ’

T

7 ﬁsaccharlne do more good than bad? is DWA.research too danoerous9 what is tne

-'ffmessaoe of the Pyram1ds9 is there 1ife after death? is there life on Hars?,

1=
S

‘.;shOuld tohacco and marajuana be bapned° what made the Blg Bang7 what is the

effect of this or that actiom or levlsTatlon on the econony? what is the origin

of lanouave° nhat is the 51gnrfrcence of the Desad Sea Scrolls7 etc., etc.—they

are ched w1th months of research discussion, consultation, interviews, poll

'questlonna ires, conferences, expeditions, confrontetions debate etc., embracing

hot one or two only but as nearly as p0531ble all Or the e?perts in the field,

_sce-tlmes scores of theﬂt] As the investigation goes on new reports, statistics,

"evidence'from all sides; 1nterested lavjen and the general public get into the
"ett: sitting 1n opeq meetlngs or tatcﬁlng on national TV, phoning in and writing

‘letters or wavinCr lacards, for where uch is at sta?e many must be heard from.
g Y

And this rega rdlnOr issues involvingz a grezt deal of seeclallzed and qopblstlcateé-
knowledge. [Fone is the pontifical sciance and scholarship of our youth, whea
all one had to do was to knock on the door of the Great Professor to get the
final answer--no guessing and no waiting: he‘EEEE{J

Put now he has been atomizedlin the information explosion. The bluff,

overpowering superscholar with his quick, no-nonsens= answers survives only in
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few places vhere the g?odt o< Berline still lingers. It is far too late in the
(3 - -

, ) . ad .
day for self-appointirg Egyptologists to rush to Judgmgjt hurling accuuatlons
vher they should be asking questions, crowing and strutting when thay should be

studying, evading in stubborn silence the persistent questions their own nOiSy:ia

i

filibustering has raised-‘

Ve are living in a time of vast and revolutlonary resnarches calling for

ng the Ancxent‘

.

the draatlc revision of most of our cherlshbd 1deas regardl

_Ubrld, bo h as to the 1nLerpretaL10n of the tanglble remalns and the readlng of

eriiss Als 1 .- 2
i £, S

-the splfl“ual.messaOes-l Let us bear in mlnd that~to thls d&y no one knows the
! . . 5 S P e . __._ TR

- i ..,_‘..,,. B

o '-_ -~

fu1* naanlna and correct pronuncxatlon of .a 31n01e Euyptlan word.'In no othar‘fleﬂ

Eoday is a positive statement about anything more rlsky "Tha acprbacn to t'he stui_-,
of Eg'yp;_]. n religion,"writes N Eambova, "has passed without tran51t3_on from one
extrems to another, "beginning with a "hlghly'nysterloua and.ngmﬁnxzﬂ!ﬁnuaw of th_ng
follovad hy'“a sudden reaction:the scholars lost all lnterest 1n r_llglon as such..
the intrinsic valus of religious c039051t10n and’ tnsugnt.was systenatuui.ky 1gno*ec
and conseguently lost." Berlin led. the.parade——thu great Erman 51nnly would not -
tolerate anything that to hlm.suggeated. 'Romantik"or "Fantasie?;and bo this day
all of the EgyDLQlongtS to pass judgr_nL on Joseph Smith have been of that school,
- whose first rule of interpretation is never to take the Egyptians svriously. But -
today according to Ramibova, "we are row at the bﬂglnnlng of a new era...the Eznqﬁn
religious symbols have suddenly acqulred a new and- xntlmatelvﬂanlng “(Tomb of -
Raresses VI, p 33} L e _ j‘ ; .:;};?'" o _,?Jggj;'- i

Lat us turn back to the orlglnal pr09031tlon WIth Whlch we began, that “the ;i

Book of Abranam is a pure fa151f1cat10n- It 1s the Boo& of Abraham that 15'

- being challeuged and tested, a present, tannlble obgect wHosa c01te1ts can be"

-_,_\ -

subjected to countless rigorous and objective tests for authont1c1Ly-- The boo

.itself, regardless of who wrote it or hca, v&ere, or Wnen it was produced,.puts

forth tha basic propositions by Whlch 1t stands or fa115’ l) Is it reaily-:

ancient? 2) Does it really go back to Abraham7 Joseph Smith is ro

lcnger with;

us, his reputaLlon must rest on the bona fldes of the bOOA, not the other w;y

around. hls own 1n51sLence he was veLely an lmplement Ln brlnolnﬁ forth 5l‘

tpe record, not its creator. then he was tt;nslatlug the Eook QE Hormon Lo
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looked up in vonder and asked his wife, who was writing for'him, "Enma, did-

Jerusalem have walls?" That's hew much he knew abour it. As long as people

could laugh at the gold plates and the angel few of the learned critics cf tha

Book of Mormon bothered to read it, a2s Thomas 0'Daa pointedly observed;,aaﬂ as

long as one can talk abour the papyri with a display of Egyptian erudition om= -

can pretty well avoid the Book of A raham itself. . The critics of 1912 freely -

ade feeoar e m@'m Al A2y e Bfipsly arey 0?4 & 3anns, b
still cling to that lin even though today we are often realndnd thac’ so"ﬂ oi

..

i that they had no time for 1t, for them the book was a fraud w1tbout

“tha graatest dlscoverles in scleqca and productlons of art have bnen tb ,resul

}Q:of w1ldly unconventlonal methods that 1nvar1ab1y“shocked and scandallzed th93

5.schoolm°n- o : ' pooaa, LA ,ff

"A noted scholar (vho happeﬂad to be a natlve Evyptlan——this 1s,a trup

—_—r

stor}}-recounts that he was once walking by tha bcok—sLalls that line the bank
of the Seine in Paris when he casualiy plcked up a French Book of Iorﬁo:, and

- after reading a few Pages Iound h1L5=1f conv11ced that it was an authanlc
-Orizntel document, both bacausa of what it said and how 1t-va1d 1& .dthét‘ )
lscﬁolars have reached the sama conclo sion and that with no Aefefence.whateyer
to Josepn Smlth- If anyone should Happaﬁ Eo pick up a Book of.Abfaham‘at a2
second—hand shop in Totterham CouLt Rozd, or to flnL one in a #altlnv—roon o

_Itbe Singapore alrport, or on the bunch in a public park in Ath»ns (aﬁd_li-if 

ﬂstraﬁoer thlnos have happened) thn CﬁaTIQngEAwugld always bs the'saﬁefifﬁp?‘J

‘to discover who printed or bound tha thing, ér'who sdld it, .or wholfiréf putl'i
it into English, or where or when, or how muchrit costs, or how some;ﬁf*thé
bPages got torm-—that book doss not ia 2terest us save as the transaitter tit
could have been in any language, and from any tige since Abrzham) of the_origiﬁa
it preteands to represent. It is thke original that piqués_bu_ interst: was
thére actually such a book? What kind of a book-would it be and ﬁhat.sort of

things vould it say?



frowtatlon betwnen Abraﬁam and Pharaoh the pivotal tnema or lts hlstory, wltn

II.Soma Warminr—up Exercises

1. Getting the Right Subject:=-In the Abrahan legends that have been publishic¢

e

in increasing volume since B. Beer's Leben Abrahan's in 1859, the central thene

is the rivalry between Abraham and a jealous Cosnocrato* who clalns for hlhself

the supreme_powers of heaven. To Abrah an's challenge that th God is the giver of

-

life the would-be ruler of the uorld repponds : "It is I who glve life and I wno'}"

take it!" The super—nonarch often goas by the naca of ulmrod 1n the storles but

S : : 1 .
in the oldest versions he is plaluly 1dent ied with Pnaraaa. In maklno the con-—

rival claiecs to prlesthood and Llngshlp the lssue the Book.of Abraham.has got off

on the: rlght foot and cleared a forn_dable burdle. "Tc the anclents vrote B.:;

Whacnolder "'the encounter between Phara oH and the traVEler rrom.Ur of the Cﬁal

v

seemed a crucial event in the hlstory of nanqud " but in .rabblnical Oourcea,.??
‘ 5 - ; :
Abram's journey to Eg ypt is relarlvely 1gnored g and the attehntad sacrlflce of

the baro by Pharaoh was qulte forgotten u1t11 the brlgéng to light of‘old soarces.

&énce the mlddle of the Llnateentﬁ ceﬁtury n 5 B U f{

2. 4 Strange Setting:—-Kow we come to the next hurdle—-how to get Abrab=m.&xu
the Pharaoh together in the days of Abra am's yOuth and long before his fauous JDU

ney into Egypt. To do tﬂla, the Book of Abrahan hﬂs tﬁe 1aolatrous god of Pnarad
go clear up into “Ur of the Chaldees'-—pointing to thas norther Uy favored by many

scholars today—whare various ether idolatrous gods.representinU local reolops or
rulers with EYOth names, gather to pgy their respects and participate 1n sblem1

4 : :
periodic sacrificial rltes One of the eminent Crltlcs of 1012 found EHE'S‘Cuath'

‘simply preposterous; it “displays an amusing ignorance,” he declared loftlly, since

"the Chaldeans and Egyptia ans are hovelessly mixed togather, althouah as diésimilar
- LR 2 s . 2 - i |l5

and remote in language, religion and locallty as are today Amerlcan and Chinese."

An off-hand reply to this was to point to the tl*le of Jacques de torgan”

famous Jtvdy of 1924 which bore the titel, "The Chaldean
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Origin of Pharaonic Culture in Egypt." Actually this is another one of those
cases in which the Book of Abraham sets forth a situation well attcs:ed in

Egyptian 1iterature._ There is the fanous Be1tresn Stela uﬁlch has been

‘attributed to the reigas of at least half a doz31 Pharaohs, and for'all,its '
romantic and adventurous tone must have had a historlcal or cultural kernnl Llff 

of reallty, since it was used to convince the Egyptian publlc of the oona,fldas

of a miracle it descr1be53 the joumeay of thn 1dolatruus god of Pnarach tc -

:Bakhtan in the area of Abraham s Harran, was no; the mlracle but tﬁa sort of:.
¢ A5 2 g v LA R
-famlllar event which would 1nduce the: people to accept tha mlracle story.

It beglns by telllng how it hbd bsen.the custom of Pnaraoh to maLe a- tIlP

‘Vevery year to Naharina where all the 1ocal.rulers wcald hasten to pay homaa_,.

f.-“

rivaling each other in the richness of their gifts One of these th= Prince

of Bakhtan, gave the visiting Pharach his eldest dauchter a great baauLy who

qulckly becane the Llng s favorite wife. ' It was durlng the New_Year's celebra—

tion of Chonsu at Thebes, back in Egypt, that Pharaoh received a massenger -
from Bakhtan, saying that the queen's younger sister, Bentresh, was seriovsly
ill. Forthwith Pharaoh sent one of the celebrated physicians of Egypt to heal

her; but he quickly recognized that he was. unable to cope Wlth the evil splrlt--,w

that possossed the malden, and another nassenger hasteé‘to beg Pharaon for mora

aséistance. Again 1t was the greaL febleal of Cnonau at Thebes and Pharaon_
-consulted the great 1dol of Choﬁsu, which ga?e permission to. a 1esser.idol of
Chonsu of Thebes to make the long journey to Naharina. . After a_painfdli?féibw '
ceremoniai progress the image arrived at Bakhtan,rmira;ﬁlously ﬁealed the -

girl, and then was retained in the land for over three years, during'uhich th?“

gods of the surrounding lands (i.e. thair images) would come to Bakhtaa to

attend solemn annual rites in honor of Chonsu of Thebes- Here he was truly

"the idolatrous god of Pharach,".for not only was it the purpose of the Bakhtm




Il

' Stelc to. promote the priority of Chonsu in Egypt (note that he is thc grcatest
god 0[ the greatest celcbratlon attended by Pharaoh) BuL when the tine finally
" care for the 1mage ‘to leave Bakhtan, the Prince was applsed of the fact when

Chonsu appeared to him 1n a dream in the guise of the Horus hawkr—Pharaoh

hlmself,,

The Bentresh romance recelves support from a better~attested historical '

event of the same. type, hamelv the account of ow t“e‘Lorﬂ of Mir

kahartna) sent his beautlful daughrer (sorn belleve it. was none othbr than tha

gorgeous Eefertltl) to Egypt to becoma the w1fe of Pharaoh., She brought Wl;ﬂ

'her the 1mage of Ishtar of Nlneveh the 1dolatrous delty of anorher oreat Kln":

Tl

_ to heal the alllng Pharaoh and to bacoma a center of m1351onary act1v1ty; Ihe iy

cor*espondence arran01ng the operation’ recalls that the same Ishtaxr of Nineveh

ihad macde such a courtesy call to E gypt years before under an earller r81gn a1d
= "'\

had at that tlmb been greatly honorad in the land. T It is 1nterest1n° that in

Lll these stories 1t 1s.the 1dolatrous gods of both Egvpt and NaharlLa tnat

.are brought together in solemn rites; for Naharlna ‘embraces Harran, where

according to some of the legends the King tried :o put Abraham to death, .. _

.indeed 1. Germoll has called Nzharinz "the classic land of the Chaldeans betueen

' e ‘ (s i
Ararat and ifesopotamia,” embracing that northern Ur in which meuy scholars .oq

—_

7 f1nd the orlglval home of Abraham. T;;-;ale-éf Aﬁraaan ;nd Pharaoh norlérly réva*
the éame furmflu#g terrrln as the Ben 1tresh and Tédukhepa (Xeferti tl) accéﬁnts b;r
like them centers on a beautiful princess who cémes frqm afar to win the.hear;.of
Pharaoch and a miracuiéus healing in'the palége.

So the strange combination of events beginning with “the idolatrous god of

)
-
ot

Pharaoh" visiting "Ur of the CUaldecu" to receive thc hoﬁaoc of lccal idals w

- exotic names, in strange and exciting rites may souand _ :
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fantastic, but the possibility of such goings on is not without literary and
historical support in the Egyptian record.

= A Question of Packaging:—--And now Ior an even higher hurdle. The r =<

£ &braqgm is supposed to have been written by Abraham in Egypt and in the -

Egyptian idioa for the 1nstructlon of his posterity in thlngs Eoyptlan, towards

‘which he is marl edly sympathetic. Granted that the basic theme and the settinos

are in order, how is the story presented? How do the writex's words and 1maﬁaa
stand up to an anﬂtlan statement on the same subject? Iet us place 51da by

side the worda of the Book of Abraham and those tgken from Eoyptlan writlngs _

lf j1n partlcular tnose contalned in Vol. Vi, part 1 of Sethe's Urxunde1 der 18.

7f;Dgnastle, that belncr the most convenient and authorltatlve collection of royal

statenents on the subject of power and prlesthood.

WEAT ABRAHAM SOUGHT . - R ' : WHAT PHARAOH SOUGﬁT

(and received) - _ ‘ B * (and pretended to have)
VBook of Abr;”l:2ﬁ..greater . Urk. IV, i, 234 (a standard formula for kings)..
happiness and peace and . all .life, security (djed), felicity (was=Gluck
rest L - [Sethe7, dominion), health happiness (e (expansion

of heart), all peace (htpt)

1:2 T sought for the blessings ~ 278. Amon: I give thﬂe my seat, my authorltj (sf
of the fathers, o and mine inheritance which I 1nh=r1ted.-.1 an -

T A i fath=r

284. I give to thee the throne of Geb (the

© primal earthly ancestor—god), and the Office of
Atum (Adam); I give thee my seat and inheritance.
I am thy beloved father who establishes thy
authority...who confirms (wdg) thy lltIES.

194. " A sollc1tous (njty) son does what is
pleasing (akht, advantageous) to his Fathars who
begot him, endowing rites (festivals) for * * #*

having b=zen myself a  272. (Father Amon) I have carried out all thy
follcwar of righteousness instructions (sbayt.k); yea, thy heart delights
: in what I have done :



- desiring to be one who
possessad great knowledge
and to be a greater follower
of righteousness and to
possess greater knowledge

and to be a father of many
- mnations

2. .a piincémof peace

2. and desiring to receive
instructions, and to keep the
~compandments of God. -

- I became a rightful heir

' 1:2...a High Priest

19.  The King alone is taught by Sothis, praisec
by Seshat (the Book-lady of all knowledge); the

. reputation (attainment, shfyt) of Thoth himself

(the god of learning) goes with him, it is he
who causes him to know so much. . )

20. He is ahead of (leading) the scribes in ex:
knowledge. He is the Great Master (Great of
supernatural power—Thoth), commanding love aboy
all other kings... o ) '

233. All the common people (xkhyt), all the '
lower orders (h3w), all the Sun People (hnmmt),
all the human race (or elect, pSt),...thou
leadest all living things like Re. ... -

18.. Amon has made him great and given him all
countries and lands at once over which the Sun
shines. The barbarians come as suppliauts, they
stand at the gate of his palace... . :

86. ‘Tiie islards of the sea serve him, th- ontir
earth lies beneath the soles of his feet, the
beloved son of the Sun who loves him...on the
throne of Horus having dominion over (leading)
all living things, like Re, forever.

280. I have united for thee the 2 Lands in
Peace...thy fame is great in all lzuds...TI give
to thee all lands, all of mankind (p't) which
my eye encompasses (shenen.t) encircles.

272. 1 have carried out all thy (gods) instruc—

- tions (sbayt.k) behold thy heart rejoices in

that which I have done.

- 197. the Son of Amon upon this throne, his heir
.upon the earth...198.
.. him even as he magnifies me.

I magnify'(di_skhm-f)',.f

Libanius (Orat.XIV,7) to the Emperor Julian:

The Emperor rejoices in the title of priest no
less than in that of King, and the name matches
the function, for he surpasses kings in matters
of state no more than he éoesgpriests in holy
ordinances...4q Wt Em/zm th" f,u ﬁJLl:" S‘é"‘af’j‘:"‘”‘“’"

The facous reliefs from Abydos collected by_
A. Mariette, Abydos, Vol. I (Paris, 1869),

radded to by H.E. Winlock (1921), repordiced by

- i [ ¢
A. Moret, Du caractere religieux de la Royaute
Pharaoaique (Paris, 1902), show Pharaoh per—
sonally officiating in all the great ordinances,

~making burnt offerings and sacrifices, opaning



A

1:2 holding the right be-
longinz to the fathers

c— T

-~ 1:3 It was cohferred_upon me .
_from the fathers; it came

" down to me from the fathers,

1:3 from the beginning of
time; ye®even frcm the
beginning

and entering the holy of holies (in the maanar ¢
the High Priest in Israel), embracing the god - -
and entering into his pPresence, washing,
anointing and clothing the divinpe images, et

He do2s this only after being sanctified by
receiving the samz= ordinances himself. Moret
concludes: "The privileged situation of the
King derives from his role as pPriest...not as
one distinguished...by birth....Thus reverence.
is not directed to the person of the officiant,
but to the priesthood with which he is invested.
(p- 230). This study Moret entitles "The
Deified King as a Priest." "oy 27 fm
"That the King should be a High Priest seems -
almost incomprehensible to us...but it was the

'_combining of these (royal and priestly) powers ..

that was the Key" to everything, W. Czermak, .

Archiv f.zeg.Archiol. 1:210).

Urk.IV,i,100f. Hear ye Fathers of the God (the
highest priestly office) of this Temple, ye
priests, lector-priests, priests at different
stations (imyw st), and all other regular priest:
(wnwt)! Have BY name in remembrance...my memory
keep among your children...T was one a uniquely
dedicated (qni), whose name should be remembered.

“The ma’in purpose of the great festivals was tr -

-

establish the King's divine authority by his

appearing in public "as the true High Priest."“
(C.J. Bleeker, Egyptian Festivals (Brill, 1967),
p- 91. ' . T

194. (the King) as a pious son benafits his
fathers who begot him, (especially)...his father
Chnua (the Creator) and Dd-we Ruler of Nu bia B
(another primal parent). Y R '

"The right of the King to his kingdon" was

" ‘established only by "the divine gensalogy of_

Heliopolis" in which the misnamzd Ennead is
really the line of ancestors (R. Anthes, AZ
80:388). The great council at .On would proclaim
him king by acclamation upon -establishing- "the
pedigree of the gods or the lineage of Horus,"
going back to Atum (Adan) being the primeval
deity' (JINES 18:173)

Urk.IV,i.95. How Pleasing to the hearts of men
that you...glorify the Khntj-imntjw, the great
god of the Beginning of time (sp_tpy), whose
place Atum (Adam) preferred, which he magnified
before his * #* * for whose sake (Sethe: the

Land was settled), whom the Kings of FEgypt ser. _
since ‘this land was first settled.



1:3 ‘or before the founda-—

Tl of G earth.

1:3 eveu.fhe right of the-”‘

firstborn, on the first-man,';”
‘wio is Adam, our first father.

,71:3. through the fathers
- unto me

 under thy plans (administration).
284. I give'ﬁo_thea the throne of Geb (theh

_(Adam)f I (Amon) give to thee my——inheritas-a.
. I am thy beloved father who establishes thy

. .18

180. Foreordained (sr) to rule over the Two.
Lands, to the thrones of Geb (the primal ancestc
principle of patriarchal succession), and the
Office of Khpri (the principle of creation), at
the side of my Father.../The claimant here is a
woman/ S E :

96. Geb (the primal earth-god) has opened to

thee what is in him; Tenen (the first settler .
of earth) has given to thee his possession; tke
inhabitants of the desert and the sown are all- -

primal earth father) and the Office of Atum T

authority (sah). In the Pyramid Texts the'rifgf

e

to rule is established by formal demonstraticw

- of Patriarchal descent from Geb (J. Spiegel,

~ An. Serv. 53:378) and S. Schott, Mythiu Urk.,

gﬁvit all.

:'Shabako, Line 53. - Ptah tthe Creator} grants hi:

cv AV, I 65" E Say i for the benefit -
. men...ye (who follow instructions) will hand o

p. 5.

power (skhm), to his heirs the gods and the spi:

'57. %hus were all gods created; Atum and his

lineagm...Thus the spirit—credtion of the gods

- took prace, and the hmswt (preexistent) spirits.

58. So it was said: He who begot Atum and the

other gods is Ptah (the Opener, father); all
things come forth fram hin...And after all thing
were created by his Word Ptah was pleased with -

‘of éllrﬁ{

your offices to yoer children.

Thothmes. III claims as his fathers Atum, Re,
‘Amun, Osiris Ddwn, Ptah, Horus, Harachte, Seth, .
Thoth, each of whom figures as a primal parent -
and creator, H. Muller, Titulatur, p, 65.

" The resting place of Ahure Holds the secret .

of both priesthood and kingship: “The old man
said to Setne, 'The father of my father told it
to my father, saying, "the father (of the father)
of my father told it unto the father of ny
father, saying...it is by the south corner of
the house." £.L1. CGriffith, Stories of the Ui
Priests of Memphis (Oxford: 1900), p. 39E.

-
2




1:4 I sought for mine appoint—
r2at unto the priesthood
according to the appoiatment
of God '

—

RN

284. I (imon) give thee ‘the tirrone of CEB and
the Cfifice of Atum.- o C
/3. Spiagel, An.Serv. 53:378./ The king must
"justify" his title by proving legitimate dag .t
from "the Fathernood of Geb"

The King got his authority by appointment: “The
Great,_Corpaation" of Heliopolig "acknowledged the

divine rightness of the king on earth," with

- "the ackrowledgment of his divine descent...

- 1:4 unto the fathers
- concerning the seed

this was pronounced in the course of a court
procedure..." (JNES 13:191).

" -.249. The two 1and§ are filled'with the children'

of thy children; multitudinous is the number of
thy seed; thy Ba.is created in the hearts of thy
people (pet); she (Hatshepsut) is the daughter
of Ka-rut.f (the Coronation priest). . e

198. A Son does what he does.for his father out
of the love in his heart....For he has put it
into my divine heart to make his monunent, that
I might establish his authority (sekhea, power)
even as he has established my authority, that

I might make firm his house forever. '

' PHARAOH'S AUTHORLTY ACCORDING TO ABRAHAM

'1:21 Now this king of Egypt
was a2 partaker of the blood
of the Canaanites by birth -

1:22 ¥rom this descent sprang
. all the Egyptians, and -thus
the blood of the Canaanites

" was preserved in the land.

Urk.Xv,i,172. T filled it (Egypt) with plunder
from foreign lands...with thz children of the grea
ones of Retenu (Palestine and Syria)...as ordered
by my fathar Amon. .

Lacking natural boundaries, at all times there was

a flow of Caraanites into Egypt by “the oldest

road in the world" (A. H. Gardiner, JEA 6:99;

- W. Westendorf, ZDMG 114:413; S. Yeiyin; JMES- -

27:37ff). Infiltration and invasion From
Palestine was "a recurrent menance throughout
all her (Egypt's) history' (A. H. Gardiner, Eg.
of the Phars., p. 98). The symbol of the
Canaanite invader was Seth, baadit, apostate,"

"pretend=r (S. Schott, Siege ub Seth, op. 17, g g

21), who "devised a schema...to exalt himself™

(ib. p. 22), and at all times claimed and

sonetines occupied the throae of Egypt (A.

Scharff, Asgynten, pp. 46f); his claims went

back to prehistoric times when Horus opposed him
(P. Kaplony, Orientalia 35:408F). His claim was
never szttled aad to the end the Canasznite Baal

and Warrier maintains his right to the rule of
Egypt (E. Moatet, Drame d'Avaris, pp. 52~58, 20c.).




1:23 The land of Egypt being

first discovered by a
womxan...

1:24 Vihen this woman dis-—- _
covered the land it was under
water, who afterward settled

her sons in it and thus, from

'Ham /[through the woman/
. sprang that race which pre-

served the curse in the land.

©1:25. . Now the first govern-—

ment of Egypt was established .
by Pharaoh the eldest son of
““E. the daughter of Ham, and
“ it was after the manner of the
‘governmént of Ham, which was
. patriarchal. -

+1:26. - Pharaoh, beign a

‘righteous marnt establishad

- his kingdom...seeking

eammastly to IMITATE that

~ order

26.  established by the

fathers Sasbeker in the

first geperations, in the

days of the first patriarchal

‘reign, even in the reign of
am & also of

B

i/

This is the story of the coming of the Lady
Hathor to Egypt after the TFlood, exploring the
length of the land by water, and establishing he
son as King at the main shrines along the river.
The event was commemorated throughout Egypt in
great water festivals. The subject has bean
treated by H. Junker, Onuris, and Auszug der
Hathor-Tefnut; Sethe, Urk.V,3, 21f W. Spiegelber

Sonnenauge. -

uUrk.Iv,i,ZBﬁ. /K typical formula showing the
- interplay between patriarchal and mat:iarchal

endowment/. (The King is) Horus, the Victorious
Bull (conqueror of the land), beloved of Ma'at
(the lady who established government) .. .who come
forth from Aton, whose position (place) was
advanced by S€ryt ("She who promotes') she is

- also the Uraeus as the deadly opponent.of his

enemies). He is the Two Ladies (Nebty), appeari:

.(with) The Uraeus (fire-breathing), in mighty

strength...sanctified (sdsr) by Amon * * fram

Son to Son in the Kingship... =
100. Hear ye Fatheré—of—the-god of this temple,
ye priests, etc. make libations at my pyramid an
sacrifices at my altar. 101. reverence (smnkh)
the monuments: of my majesty; pronounce my name,
recall (recite) my titles, give praise to my
image (status) honor the symbol (hnty) of my
majescy; cause my name to be in the mouth of
your servanis, and my memory to be before your
children. Becavse I was a worthy (makh) king
because of what he did whose name deserves to be
remexbered for his singular courage, in view of
what I did in this land, of what is known to you.

" This is no fiction that is before you, it is no

mere boasting. .

/Thus the Pharaoh seeks earnestlf to be taken

sericusly/

"The Pharaohs who insisted on divina nativity wer
all suspected of not having the purest solar bloo
in their veins," the problem of legitimacy haunts
them (Moret, Royaute, p. 62)

61. [the primal coronation rite/ So all the gods
and all the spirits came together to hail God
upon his throne...they rejoiced before him in

his Temple, the source of all good things.

63.  Following this pattern the King "passes thro
the secret doors in the glory of the Lord of

Eternity, following in the footsteps...ln the way.
of the Great Throne. He enters the heavenly cour



1:26...Noah, his £ather, who

of earth and with the bless—
ings of wisdom,

1:26 but cursed him as.
pertaining to the priesthood

and mingles with the gods, with Ptah, the Ancient
of Days (lit. Lord of Years). 64. being received;
into the company "of tha gods who were bafore }
and after him." with the gods of Ta~tonen (the
first settlemant of the earth). ‘
275. (A WOMAN CLAIMS TO BE) the daughter of Re,
the image of Amon...the image (tit) of Amon on
earth, the Lady of Crowns; the literal danghter
of Amon, physically, the eternal image of
Amon-re...his living statue on earth the image
of Re, the Egg of Amoa...who fuses with Anon. ..
the daughter of all the gods. The Lady of
Appearance, beautiful of forms (khprw) on the
throne of Atum like Re. The daughter of Re, the
image of all the gods, etc. - 5 L7

: Shabako, 10c—12¢ (At the first coronation) Geb
blessed him with the blessings

(the Earth-god, the wise first parent, Bonnat, .
Lex.)was troubled in his heart, that he had given
equal portions to Horus and Seth /The Canaanite,
see above/ And so he gave the whole heritage to
Horus, the son of his son, his Firstborn.
12ab-18ab. Geb addressed the assembly (ancestry)
of the gods: I have chosen thee (pointing to
Horus) to be the initiator (Opener of the Ways),
thee aloné. (Pointing to Horus) My inheritance
belongs to this my hair, let it go to the son

of my son, the Opener of the Vyas, my Firstborn.
who leads the way. This is my son, who was

born or the day of the Opening of the Ways
(Creation, New Year).

- 13c—14c...Thus was the land united and recaived

the great name of Ta~tenzn (the first hebitable
land)...the Lord of Eternity. The two crowas of .

-power (authority) grew together on his head.

/This was the drama performed by Menas at the
founding of the First Dynasty/ : '

Urk.IV,1,202. It is the matriarchy (Nbty) who
bestow "the blessings of kingship" (wah nswyt).

P. Kaplony, Or.37 (1968), pp. 1-62, a study of-
the legal and moral insecurity of Pharaohn; _
citing (ib. p. 342) a newly-discovered text &,

- showing that the Egyptians of the 5th Dynasty

had serious doubts about the divinity of Pharaoh.

H. Kees, Aegypten, p. 172. A "state cant" was
necessary to defend Pharaoh's preteations to
sanctity, which wera alvays doubted.-

C. Beatty Pap. Fo.T (Gardiner, Br. Mus.) Pl.l1a,
1.1: it was in the nysterious long ago that the
infant ¥Hor cams before the Host ligh Cod seaking.



- Neferhotep Inscr. (M. Pie?er),:p. 10. The King

. about God in his true form"

1:27. Now Pharaoh being of
that lineage (i.e. matriarchal)
by which he could not have the
right of the priesthood, not-—.
withstanding the Pharaochs
‘would fain claim it from
Noah through Ham, therefore
ny father was led away by
their idolatry.

. against such Presumption. ". 7.

- Joseph c. Apion;I,26 (232£5) Ameno?hié'want
. see the gods as did Horus, one of the kings o
. before hin. Another king of the same name

BRTE

the office of his'father Osir. 7There was a Coun
held at On'and all the &reat ones were there.
Horus claimed the crown and all approved—-but th
matter was not settled, for the Most High God wa:
silent and angry with the aAssembly, 1.9 oK oy
slighting Seth the Son of Nw.t (the heavenly -
Mother) _ : , o 5

spends his days in the archives "trying to learn

ed to

before him wanted tha same thing, and it was_iluf
believed he shared in: the divine nature because -
he could foretell the future. He was warned. .

'Urk.IV,i,157 (Pharaoh pfotestélfoofmﬁch).Ivahrhis

son; he commanded thar I pe upon his throne while
L was still in the nest. Ha begot me right
willingly * * % This is not a fiction, there is .

“* no deception in it——ever since my majesty was a

small child, while I was still a nursling in his
Temple, before my initiation (bs) as a priest...
159. I was raised up to the exalted place of .
the Lord...(this is no) fiction... S
jz'recounts a heavenly journey in the mannar of

.the Patriarchs——the ultimate claim to a divina
.calling * * * the gates of heaven; he opened to

me the doors of the horizcn. I flew to heaven ;1

~as a divine hawk to behold his majesty.- I saw -

~ : the forms of treasition (khprw) of the glorious

one of the horizons wpon the secret ways of . .

" heaven. 160. Re himself confirmed (smpm, . . --n0

established) me; T was encbled (sah) with the :.

~ glory (kha'w) that was upon his head...X wag ~ -

fitted out with-all his brightnESSQCakhwt);"f".
I received a fulness (ssaa) of the perfection

of the gods, even as Horus received hig enlighten-

-ment (ip d.t) in the Temple of my Fathar Armon-—.

Re. T was lﬁhdoua§7.* with the authority (s'h) -
of a god. f e T

The inscriptions;.hymns,.prayers, and rites that

‘run thru the centuries are only outer form, they

should not deceive us: Pharaoh was always .
unsure of his authority over his own people... .

 (ll. Kees, AZ 64:100) | ,i:;} _

.

~~According to G. Posener, the claims of Phar. to- 7
~divinity are "pure metaphore...wirhout content: -

noever taken literally, '"The royalty is divinpe,
but the king...?" F. Daunas BYR 168:132) . Though



there is a serious side to the religious texts,
nobody was fooled (ib. p. 135), and they viewed
the Pharaoh as a normal human being "with
lucidity and detachment" (p. 136).

A moving passage from Ed. Meyer on Pharaoh's
frustration (G.d.A. 12 ,171): Rever on earth -

- was it attempted with such energy and per51stanL

determination (Knosequenz) to make the 1mp0551b1e

- possible...They believed on it in deadly

seriousness and kept on from generation to )
generation trying to pick the lock. And yebt = - -

.. behind it all is still the feeling that all

- this glory is only a show. They forever pre~f11 i
~ occupied themselves with the secret of eternal e
'Tﬂﬂ:llfe, "the king's secret.ﬁ Oy 'r_,fu

:;}fUhder some ‘kings who overplayed the rol° it 31'“‘J
..", became " 'wearisome, boring, forced, repatltlous, B
- and contrived" N'de G. Davies _Rock Tombs of

E1 Amarna.

W™ o ™ gt -"' _-.f-"f;:.l.‘._'i.".u.._ 7
The fOrmula "this is no lie (grg), there is no -
fraud (ivms) in it," was repeated by Alexander
in a significant coatext. Darius through:the

~ proper rites had been recognized as. legitimate =
- King of Egypt; his rival Alexander had been -

declared legitimate son of Amon—--he too was
Pharaoh; Alexander found the defeated Darius
on the point of death, laid his hands upon his
head to heal him, commanding him to arise and

- resume his kingly power, concluding, "I swear

unto thee, Darius, by all the gods that I do

‘these things truly and without fakery (peplas-

menos) To which Darius replied with a2 gentle

- rebuke: "Alexander, my boy...do you think you —.
.can touch heaven with those hands of yours7” s s

(Ps Call. TI.20, 2)

l[ﬁére again as in the Genests Apocrypﬁon and ':“1~

. the stories of the Idolatrous gods of Pharach

1:23. But I shall endeavor
hereafter to delineate the
chronology running back from
yself to the beginning of
the creation, for the records

have coze into my hands, which

I hold unto this present time

(above) the vindication of priesthood depsnds :;““
on the healing of a sick Pharaoh. WNote also ...
that Alexander to assert his priesthood uses-.
the Egyptian formula (na grg nn iw mslj'”

Rameses IV (like Neferhotep, Amenophis, etc.) .

_spent his days "investigating (the annals) of

Thoth who is in the House of Life (the archives:
of the royal genalogy——Gardiner): he says:. I
have not left unseen any of them all, in order
to search out both great and small among gods

" and goddasses, and I have found...the entire

Ennead (The Enanead is really the King's ancestial



E

'1:31 The records of the
Fathers even the patriarchs,.
concerning the right of the
priésthood, the Lord my God
preserved in mine own hands.

o—

1:31. Therefore a knowledge
of the beginning of creation,
and 2lso of the planets and
stars, as they were made
kncwn unto the fathers, have
I kept even unto this day.

21

line—-Anthes) He understood t.h'.'mgs‘li‘_{e Thoth,
and has penetrated into the annals like the
maker thereof, having examined the writings of
House of Life (JES 24:162)

The dependsnce of power and priesthood on the
possession of the Book of All Knowledge is the
theme of the famous Setne romance (Nibley,
Eg. Endownent, pp. 177f) = - -

Lanzone, Dizionnario III,P1.169, IV,17: At the
coronation and succession Amon, Thoth, and . -

- Sechat are all seen busily inscri'.bing the new: -

King's name to record the event.

Urk.1IV,i,288. Thoth speaks: I register the -
annals of my daughter (Hatshepsut) at the

beginning of millions of countless jubilees;
thou hast appeared as King...as Horus.. .forevar. .

The gnwt, "clearly indicated ancient historical

" recoxds...and is habitually translated by scholars

as 'apmals'...But nothing of the kind hed been :
recognized by. Egyptologists until™ Schaafer,
Borchardt, and ‘Sethe “diagnosed the true nature"

- of the gnut as royal genealogies going back to

prehistoric times (Gardiner, Eg. of the Phars.,
p- 62). , S T

Urk.IV,i,252. Thoth the Scribe...writes down

- .the names of thz King, while his companion

Sechat, the lady secretary who is in charge of
the House of the Divine Books, writes dowa the

. nmame 'Golden Horus with the divine Crowns" znd

says: I give thee endless years /Without her .
records the claims of Pharach would mot bes valid/.
The preexistent Corporation at He?flopolos (the
great observatory) ."apparently was the court which
performad tha nomination of the king by acclan—
ation...I prefer to call it either the pedigres

of the gods or the lineage of Horus, and NOT the

" Ennsad.. ..the pedigree was looked upcn by the

Egyptians 2s a COSHOGONIC CONCEPT with Atum as
the premsval deity." (Anthes, JNES 18:173)

Urk.IV,283. T appear as King of Eternity in tha
eternities of everlasting existence (d.t),
while she (Hat. is King of the living. A king
in this land...having appeared in gloTy on ny
eternal athrone as Lord of all that which is
encircled by the Sun in its eternal ri&ound
(shenzn.t, cf. Shinzhah). ‘

[Suggesting Fac. Ho. 27



31 and I shall endeavor to 61. TIani: I speak unto you, O ye people, hearler

WRITE some of these things that ye may do good as I have, that you may
“upon this recoxrd, for the receive like good in return. I passed my days
'£{ ;i UA Mbv‘fk¢£lzu£u in peace, devoid of wrong-doing; ny yaars passed
' pleasantly; nore hated me, none corrected ca;
vy Sjuxll COvg “fzrl"“*' . I was not petty nor dlssembllng; I was a lealdsr

of. leaders

119. Paheri: My conscience was my guide on the
way of the King's commendations; ny pen mada me
famous....120 ' :

So far the leading theme of the Bcok of Abraham emerges as a vi ully 1chﬁ_.

one: the nature of that priesthood by which the power of §od is exercised anong ne

InaL %araham seeks apd Pharaoh clalns is nothing lass than 'the blessings of the

fathers, and the right...to qd"unlster the sam ,' understood by both man to be a

"right whereunte (one) should be ordainad" (Abr.1:2). The lessoa of the ancieat Al

ham traditions now coming to light is that only Abraham holds the kevs, as moadarn
7 the . ' .
revelation confirms: '"For whoso is faithful uvatofobtaining of thesa two priesth-nde

-..are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies. Thay bacoma. ..

the seed of Abraham..." (DC 84:33f). From vhich statement it is cle“" that the o

3.

hood is desirable above 211 things because it is not hing less than the key to etarr

2ife, the power of the resurrection. This is the Very power tnat Abrazhan's royal

rival cn the old legends claims to poss=ss when he boasts to Abraham, "It is I who

give life, and I who take it!" But whern he tried to put Abrzham to dazath, he could
not, and when he was mortally smitten it was not his owm priests bur ‘Abraham wha re
stored him to life. LIke Darius in the Alexander Romance just quoted, he learn=é

T 1

that the rights of the priesthood are inseparably connectad with the powers of hea
and that the powers of heaven cannot be controlled noxr handled oaly upon the privci:

of r

o

ghteousness.' (DC 121:30)
liow let us cons idar the aftermath of the XKing's unsuccessful attempt to sacrifs
{f’ﬂf‘ }Lf‘ ; .
sbraham to his ?Od/ in which he recognizes the pover of ibrahem's Gold and seels in
\ :

the royal ianner a courteous exchange of priesthoods witli tho Patriarch. It is an

irporzant episode of tha Abrahan story, Lut by 1o m2oas the [finz? onma. Tha scenz ic

/44;- nA ‘ﬁ\
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