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THE TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF MORMON:
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE
BASIC HISTORICAL INFORMATION

John W. Welch and Tim Rathbone

This report summarizes basic historical information pertaining
to the translation of the Book of Mormon by Joseph Smith. Section I
gives an annotated chronology of events from 1827 through 1830, with
the supporting primary source materials cited in the footnotes and
copies of some of these documents being attached at the end of this
paper. Despite a few inconsistencies and uncertainties in this
historical data, most of the information is reconcilable into a
single logical sequence of events.

In addition to providing ready access to this historical -data,
this report examines two other areas of interest. Section II
examines two theories about the order in which the texts of the Book
of Mormon were translated, and concludes that the Large Plates of
Nephi (from Mosiah to Moroni and the Title Page) were most likely
translated in Harmony (now Oakland), Pennsylvania, from April 7 to
the end of May, 1829, and that the Small Plates of Nephi (from 1
Nephi to Omni) were translated afterwards in Fayette, New York, from
the first part of June to the end of June, 1829. The order of
translation may have a bearing on one’s appreciation and analysis of
certain portions of the Book of Mormon.

Section III shows that the 590 pages printed in the 1830 edition
of the Book of Mormon were translated, dictated, and written all
within an extremely short and intensely busy period of time.

Virtually no time existed for Joseph Smith to plan, to ponder about,



to research around, to draft, to revise, or to correct the pages of
this book during those tﬁree months. The Book of Mormon was
dictated one time thrbugh, essentially in final form. This was done
despite several significant interruptions and distractions. Such a
feat, in and of itself, constitutes a considerable achievement.

Section IV is a bibliography of primary documents and secondary
sources.

Tim Rathbone and others have provided significant research
assistance particularly for Sections I and IV of this report. While
we have attempted to be thorough and believe that we have made
reference to all of the main documents, we recognize that further
research may yet discover additional information to clarify the
individual points or expand the number of sections in this report.
Dates listed in the chronology are, for the most part, historically
verifiable, but some have been approximated and remain in need of
further documentation. We are grateful for the comments several
have made clarifying or correcting earlier drafts of this report.

Further comments are welcome.



I. Chronology of Events from September 1827 to April 1830 Relating
to the Translation and Publication of the Book of Mormon

21-22 September 1827: This was the appointed time when Joseph Smith

received the plates from Moroni, with a charge that Joseph "should

be responsible for them," and that he would be "cut off" if he

1

should let them go carelessly. This charge was strict, for there

were reasons to know that "strenuous exertions" would soon be made
to try to get the plates from Joseph.2 Some time before 1847, but
possibly as early as 1835, Joseph Knight wrote:

[T]oard fall the forepart of September [1827]. I went
to Rochester on Buisness and returnd By Palmyra to be there
about the 22nt of September. I was there several Days. I
will say.there [was] a man near By By the name of Samuel
Lawrance. He was a Seear and he had Bin to the hill and
knew about the things in the hill and he was trying to
obtain them. . . . Now Joseph was some affraid of him
[Samuel Lawrence] that he might be a trouble to him. He
therefore sint his father up to Sams as he Called him near
night to see if there was any signs of his going away that
night. He told his father to stay till near Dark and if he
saw any signs of his going you till him if I find him there
I will thrash the stumps with3him. So the old man came a
way and saw no thing like it.

Joseph (leaving Emma4 with Joseph Knight’s carriage) then went after

midnight to the top of the hill, which was 2 to 3 miles southeast of

5

the Smith home, and received the plates from Moroni. He then hid

1 JS-H 2:59.

2 - JS-H 2:60.

3 Dean Jessee, "Joseph Knight’s Recollection of Early Mormon
History," BYU Studies 17:1 (Autumn 1976), pp. 32-33.

4 Joseph had married Emma Hale on January 18, 1827. JS-H 2:57.

9 JS-H 2:59; HC 1:18; Jessee, Personal Writings, pp. 6-7;

Oliver Cowdery, "Letter VII," LDS Messenger and Advocate (July

(Footnote 5 Continued on Next Page
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the plates in an "old black oak tree top which was hollow."6

Shortly thereafter, he retrieved the plates and brought them home
wrapped in a linen smock.7
A few days later a mob (consisting of Samuel Lawrence, Luman
Walters, Willard Chase and others) attempted to get the plates from

Joseph. According to Lucy Mack Smith’s preliminary manuscript
(transcribed from Lucy’s dictation by Martha Jane Coray around 1845-

47) and according to Brigham Young in 1855, during this time the

conjuror Luman Walters (of Sodus, Pultneyville, New York), and

(Footnote 5 Continued from Previous Page)
1835), pp. 158-59. The 22nd began at midnight. Along with the
plates, Joseph also received spectacles, a rod, and a
breastplate; Jessee, "Knight," pp. 33-35; Lucy Mack Smith,
Preliminary Manuscript #1, dictated to Martha Jane Coray around
1845-47, pp. [66-68, 71, 74-75] (further edited by Howard Coray
[Ms #2], and finally published in 1853 as Biographical Sketches
of Joseph Smith the Prophet); Wwilliam Smith, according to J. W.
Peterson, in Rod of Iron, 1:3 (Feb. 1924), pp. 6-7.

6 As reported by Martin Harris to Joel Tiffany in Tiffany’s
Monthly 5:3 (July 1859), p. 165. In "a birch log" according to
Lucy Mack Smith, Prelim. Ms #1, p. [72]. B. H. Roberts,
Comprehensive History, I:86, 90-91.

7 Joseph Smith’s sister Catherine was at home "when he came in

running and burst through the door carrying the plates; his hand
was injured from striking one of the villains [who had chased
him]. He told her that he had jumped over a rail fence; when
one of the villains grabbed for the plates, he knocked him down
with his right fist while carrying the plates under his left arm
clasped to his body. Then he ran the gauntlet with several more,
and when he came in the house she said he was completely out of
breath. She took the plates from him and laid them on the table
temporarily, and helped revive him until he got breathing
properly and also examined his hand, and treated it for the
bruises on his knuckles, where he had struck the villain and thus
defended himself and the plates." Interview by I. B. Ball of H.
S. Salisbury, grandson of Catherine Smith Salisbury, August 31,
1954, p. 2 (original in LDS Archives). Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, pp.
[72-73]. On the weight of the plates, see F.A.R.M.S. Update,
"The 'Golden’ Plates," (October 1984).
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others, attempted to get the plates from Joseph which were hidden at

his father’s home in Manchester Township.8

October 1827: Joseph "commenced working with his father and

brothers on the farm."9 Several attempts were made to get the plates
from Joseph, such as the one by Willard Chase’s sister, Sally, who

used a green glass to see the precise place where Joseph had hidden

10 11

the plates, and one by a mob of fifty.

8 Jessee, "Knight," pp. 29-39; HC 1:18-19; Lucy Mack Smith,
Preliminary Manuscript #1, pp. [68-69]; Lucy, Biographical
Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet and his Progenitors for Many
Generations, (Liverpool: S. W. Richards, 1853), pp. 102-110;
Journal of Discourses, Brigham Young, February 18, 1855, 2:180-
81, and July 19, 1857, 5:55 (cited in Jessee, "Knight," p. 33,
note 12).

9 Lucy, 1853, p. 107; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [74].
10 Lucy, 1853, p. 109; Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [75-76].
11 Lucy, 1853, p. 113; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [79]. Note also the

|

Joseph Bates Noble reminiscence of Joseph Smith and the Plates:

"My first introduction to this young Mormon [Mary A. Beman]
was at McMillians my place of boarding, She was a teaching
school in the neighbor hood. her paremts Father Alvah Beman
lived a bout two miles distance a man well off as to houses and
land and goods of this world and verry highly esteemed amoung
men for his word this men was well acquainted with the Smith
family before the coming forth of the book of Mormon. and was
with Joseph at one time assisted him in hiding the Plates, from
a mob he was permitted to handle the Plates with a thin cloth
covering over them. This Mary A. Beman Brought the Book of
Mormon into the Neighbour, the first I had ever heard of."
Journal of Joseph B. Noble, Autobiographical Sketch, 1810-1836,
LDS Archives, Ms d 1031, fd 1.

Likewise Mary A. [Beman] Noble speaks of her father Alvah
Beman, the mob, and the Plates:

"Father sold his place in Livonia and removed with his
family to Avon Livingston County some years previous my Father
became acquainted with Father Joseph Smith the Father of the
Prophet he frequently would go to Palmaira to see Father Smiths
and his family during this time Brother Joseph Smith come in
possession of the plates that contained the Book of Mormon as
soon as it was noised around that there was a golden Bible found
(for that was what it was called at that time) the minds of the
people become so excited and it arose at such a pitch that a mob

(Footnote 11 Continued on Next Page
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Joseph "began to make arrangements to accomplish the translation
of the Record. The first step that he was instructed to take in

regard to this work was to make a fac-simile of some of the

characters."12

November 1827: "[The Smiths] had to garde the house until some time

in November. He [Joseph] obtaind fifty Dollars in money and hired a

man to move him and his wife to Pennsylvany to hir Fathers,"13

namely Isaac Hale.

December 1827: Joseph moved from his parents’ frame house in the

Manchester township, New York, to Emma’s parents’ house in Harmony,

Pennsylvania, while hiding the plates in a barrel of beans.14

Isaac Hale recalled Joseph'’s arrival at this time as follows:
In a short time they returned bringing with them a Peter

Ingersol, and subsequently came to the conclusion t?gy would
move out and reside upon a place near my residence.

(Footnote 11 Continued from Previous Page)
collected together to search the house of Father Joseph Smith to
find the records my Father was there at the time and assisted in
—— concealing the plates in a boxe in a secluded place where no
one could find them although he did not see them my Father soon
returned." Autobiography of Mary Adeline Beman Noble, 1810-

1834, LDS Archives, Ms d 1031, fd 1.

12 Lucy, 1853, p. 109 (Prelim. Ms #1, p. [76]), gives the
impression that this was done at the Smith home. Joseph and
Emma may have begun this work, however, after arriving in
Pennsylvania. Jessee, "Knight," p. 34.

13 Jessee, "Knight," p. 34.

14 Lucy, 1853, p. 113; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [791].

15 F. W. Kirkham, A New Witness for Christ in America, lst ed.

(Independence, Mo: zion’s Printing and Publishing, 1942), p.
135, noting that a copy of the 1833 deed for that land is in the
LDS Archives. Joseph & Emma may have moved into a nearby house
owned by Jesse Hale, one of Isaac Hale’s sons.

6



In Harmony, Joseph with Emma "Drew of[f] the Caricters exactley like

16

the ancient." Before his departure from Manchester Township,

Joseph had made arrangements with Martin Harris to join him in
Harmony for a specific purpose:

When Joseph had had sufficient time to accomplish the
journey [to Harmony], and transcribe some of the Egyptian
Characters, it was agreed that Martin Harris should follow
him--and that he [Martin] should take the characters to the
East, and, on his way, he was to call on all the professed
linguists, in order to give them the opportunity to displ9y
their talents in giving a translation of the characters.

December 1827 - February 1828: Joseph translated some characters.18

Emma and Reuben Hale acted as scribes: "Now when he Began to
translate he was poor and was put to it for provisions and had no

one to write for him But his wife, and his wifes Brother would

wl9

sometimes write a little for him through the winter. David Hale

substantiated the idea that his brother played some role when he
said that Reuben "assisted Joe Smith to fix up some characters such

n20

as Smith pretended were engraven on his book of plates. Also,

Joseph McKune boarded in the neighborhood and attended school at

16 Jessee, "Knight," p. 34. "I commenced copying the characters
~ off the plates. I copied a considerable number of them," JS-H
62. As noted below, Reuben Hale may have helped prepare a

transcript of the characters.

17 Lucy, 1853, pp. 113-114; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [80]. Lucy Harris
obtained a copy of the transcript surreptitiously through the
services of her prospective son-in-law, a Mr. Dikes (Prelim. Ms
#1, p. [81]).

18 JS-H 62; HC 1:19.

19 Jessee, "Knight," p. 35.

20 Statement of David Hale, cited in Emily C. Blackman, History

of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Claxton,
Remsen & Hafflinger, 1873), p. 104.




Hickory Grove during the time Joseph Smith was translating at

Harmony. He was "quite often in Smith’s house," and stated that

"Reuben Hale acted as scribe a part of the time.

n2l

Apparently during this time, when the Book of Lehi was being

translated and Emma was acting as scribe, Joseph translated a

passage describing Jerusalem as a walled city (cf. 1 Nephi 4:4) and

stopped to ask Emma if Jerusalem indeed had walls. 1In 1856, Emma

Smith recalled the following:

When my husband was translating the Book of Mormon, I wrote
a part of it, as he dictated each sentence, word for word,
and when he came to proper names he could not pronounce, or
long words, he spelled them out, and while I was writing
them, if I made a mistake in spelling, he would stop me and
correct my spelling, although it was impossible for him to
see how I was writing them down at the time. Even the word
Sarah he could not pronounce at first, but had to spell it,
and I would pronounce it for him.

When he stopped for any purpose at any time he would, when
he commenced again, begin where he left off without any
hesitation, and one time while he was translating he stopped
suddenly, pale as a sheet, and said, "Emma, did Jerusalem
have walls around it?" When I answered, "Yes," he replied
"Oh! I was afraid I had been deceived." He had such a
limited knowledge of history at the time that he gid not
even know that Jerusalem was surrounded by walls.

Statement of Joseph Fowler Mckune, cited in Rhamanthus M.
Stocker, Centennial History of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania
(Philadelphia: R.T. Peck & Co., 1887), p. 556. Michael Morse,
brother-in-law of Emma, recalled seeing Joseph translate in
Harmony, with Emma and others acting as scribes, 1879 Blair
interview in Saints’ Herald, 26 (June 15, 1879), pp. 190-91; but
this recollection may also be of events in 1829.

Edmund C. Briggs, "A Visit to Nauvoo in 1856," Journal of
History, 9 (Jan. 1916), p. 454, ©See also Edmund C. Briggs,
"ITnterview with David Whitmer," Saint’s Herald, 31(June 21,
1884) p. 5 (Letter dated June 4, 1884): "This brings to my mind
a statement of the Elect Lady, Emma in the winter of 1856 She
said to me, ’'When you see David Whitmer you will see an honest
man.’ And in the same conversation, she remarked of her husband
Joseph’s limited education while he was translating the Book of
Mormon, and she was scribe at the time, 'He could not pronounce
the word Sariah.’ And one time while translating, where it

(Footnote 22 Continued on Next Page
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Several further accounts similarly focus on the point that
Joseph Smith was poorly équipped educationally to produce the Book
of Mormon. M. J. Hubble reported the following interview with David
Whitmer:

Smith was indeed ignorant of the Bible that when in
translating he first came where Jerusalem was spoken of as &
he a "Walled City" he stopped until they got a Bible &
showed him where the fact was recorded--Smith not believing
it was a walled city.

Mr. Wlhitmer] said that when Jerusalem was captured by the
Babalonians that many of the Jewish histories were missing &
believed that the book of Lehigh & Book of Mormon were
safely secured by their proper owners & brought to this
continent & under the guidance of Almighty God burried
untill future generations should be ripe for the truth & he
exgre§§ed himself in good language & he believes what he

=

says.

In 1875, David Whitmer held a similar view:

So illiterate was Joseph at the time, said Mr. Whitmer, that
he didn’t even know that Jerusalem was a walled city and he
was utterly unable to pronounce many of the names which the
magic power of the Urim and Thummim revealed, and therefore
spelled them out i§4syllables and the more erudite scribe
put them together.

February 1828: Martin Harris arrived in Harmony as Joseph and

Martin had planned. Martin then left for Palmyra, Utica, Albany,
New York City and Philadelphia, visiting with Professor Dr. Samuel

Latham Mitchill (the head of Rutgers Medical School, who happened to

(Footnote 22 Continued from Previous Page)
speaks of the walls of Jerusalem, he stopped and said, ’Emma,
did Jerusalem have walls surrounding it.’ When I informed him
it had, he replied, 'O, I thought I was deceived.’"

23 M. J. Hubble Interview, November 13, 1886, original in
University of Missouri Library, Columbia, Missouri (R. L.
Anderson typescript); corrected version published by Stanley
Kimball in BYU Studies, 14 (Summer 1974), 483-486.

24 David Whitmer Interview, Chicago Times, August 7, 1875. So
also Michael Morse statement, cited above.

g



be in New York) and with Professor Charles Anthon at Columbia
College and others conce;ning the characters copied from some part
of the unsealed plates of Mormon, perhaps even calling upon Lt.
Governor Luther Brandish for consultation.25 Joseph wrote in 1832
that the Lord told Joseph to speak unto Martin that he should go to
New York City "with some of the characters so we proceeded to coppy

."26 Martin took with him the transcript of the

characters and a translation.27 That Philadephia was possibly among

some of them

the "Eastern Cittys" mentioned by Joseph is contained in Joseph
Knight Sr.’s recollection that Emma and Joseph drew off some of the
characters exactly like the ancient and sent Harris to Albany,
Philadelphia, and New York City to get them translated.28

12 April 1828: Martin Harris returned from New York to Joseph’s
29

home in Harmony and consulted with Joseph. Harris then returned

to his farm in Palmyra township where he arranged his affairs for an

25  See HC 1:19; F.A.R.M.S. Staff, Martin Harris’ Visit With
Charles Anthon: Collected Documents on Short-Hand Egyptian,
FARMS Preliminary Report 85a; F.A.R.M.S. Update "What Did
Charles Anthon Really Say?" (May 1985); and S. Kimball, "The
Anthon Transcript: People, Primary Sources, and Problems," BYU
studies, 10 (Spring, 1970), pp. 328-330 (FARMS Reprint KIM-70).
W. Gunnell, "Martin Harris--Witness and Benefactor to the Book
of Mormon" (BYU, unpublished MA Thesis, 1955), p. 114, and R.
James, The Man Who Knew (Cache Valley: Martin Harris Pageant
Committee, 1983), pp. 56-62, note that Martin left Palmyra by
wagon with Hyrum, since the Erie Canal was closed for the
winter; Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [80-81].

26 Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, Part I, p. 5 (LDS Archives);
Jessee, Personal Writings, pp. 7-8.

27 JS-H 1:64.

28 Jessee, "Knight," p. 34. See above at December 1827 for this

and related statements.

29  HC 1:20.
10



extended absence. Afterward he and his wife Lucy returned to
Pennsylvania where Martin joined Joseph as his scribe for the

translation of the plates of the Book of Mormon beginning with the

2 Lucy Harris wanted to see the plates:

Book of Lehi.
As soon as she [Lucy Harris] arrived there, she informed him
[Joseph] that her object in coming was to see the plates, and
that she would never leave until she had accomplished it.
Accordingly, without delay, she commenced ransacking every nook
and corner about the house--chests, trunks, cupboards, & c;
consequently, Joseph was under the necessity of removing both
the breast-plate and the Record from the house, and secreting
them elsewhere. Not finding them in the house she concluded that
Joseph Had buried them, and the next day she commenced searching
out of doors, which she continued to do until two o’clock P.M.

The woman was so perplexed and disappointed in all her under-
takings, that she left the house and took her %Edgings during
her stay in Pennsylvania with a near neighbor.
Issac Hale also wrote of this time: "About this time, Martin Harris
made his appearance upon the stage; and Smith began to interpret the

characters or hieroglyphics which he said were engraven upon the

plates, while Harris wrote down the interpretation. It was said

32

that Harris wrote down one hundred sixteen pages." Although

usually in the house, apparently the plates were placed in a box and
sometimes secreted in the woods or "in the Mountain" (according to
Joseph Knight), or elsewhere, when not being employed.33

12 April - 14 June, 1828: The book of Lehi was translated.

According to Martin Harris’s account, "The prophet possessed a seer

stone, by which he was enabled to translate as well as from the Urim

30 Lucy, 1853, p. 115; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [81].

£ Lucy, 1853, pp. 115-16; Prelim. Ms #1, p. [82].
32 Susquehanna Register [Montrose], May 1, 1834.

33 Lucy, 1853, pp. 115-116; Jessee, "Knight," p. 34.
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and Thummim and for convenience he then u:ed the seer stone."3*

Harris tested Joseph with the seer stone by replacing the stone with

one of a similar shape and color, but Joseph immediately apprehended

the difference, thus satisfying Martin.35

15 June 1828: Joseph and Emma’s first son, Alvin (Alva?), was born

and died shortly thereafter.36

Late June 1828, or Early July: The 116 pages of the Book of Lehi

were borrowed from Joseph by Martin Harris who took them to Palmyra
to show them to his wife and family and they were lost. Lucy Smith

and others suspected that Martin Harris’ wife Lucy stole the 116

pages.37

1 July 1828: Joseph remained with Emma for two weeks after the

death of their child.38 He then left for his father’s farm in
Manchester, New York, and asked Martin to come to his father’s house

to tell him what happened to the 116 pages. The 116 pages were

34 HC 1:20; Millennial Star 44:86-87, from lecture of Martin
Harris recorded by Edward Stevenson, 30 Nov. 1881, reprinted
with slight differences in A. Jenson, "The Three Witnesses,"
Historical Record, 6 (May 1887), 216-17.

35 Ibid.

36 Dates and the words "infant son," but no name, appear on the
tombstone in Harmony; see Larry C. Porter, "A Study of the
Origins of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in
the States of New York and Pennsylvania, 1816-1831" (unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation, BYU, 1971), pp. 146-47. Richard L. Anderson
reports to us that that Smith family Bible clearly reads
"Alvin."

37 Lucy, 1853, pp. 120-123; Prelim. Ms #1, pp. (86, 90-93].

38 Lucy, 1853, p. 118; Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [87, 89].

12



lost. The interpreters and the plates were then taken from Joseph by

an angel.39

July 1828: Joseph returned to Harmony and stayed "for nearly two

||40

months. There the spectacles were returned to him long enough to

receive a revelation from the Lord chastizing him for allowing "the

counsel of thy director to be trampled upon," and assuring him that,

41

"nevertheless, my work shall go forth." D&C 3:15,16., The

spectacles may have been taken at some earlier time also, according

42

to interviews with David Whitmer. Portions of D&C 10 may have

39 HC 1:21. william E. McLellan mentions this period in a letter
to Joseph Smith III (from Independence, Mo, July & Sept 8,
1872):

When Joseph delivered the 116 pages of the translation
to Martin Harris, his Plates, his Interpreters, and his gift
were taken from him for some two months. The Plates and
gift of translation were returned to him, but not the
Interpreters. He translated the entire book of Mormon by
the use of a little stone he had in his possession before he
obtained the plates.

RLDS Archives P13 f213. Elsewhere in his letter, McLellan cites
certificates he has from Elizabeth Ann Whitmer Cowdery (Oliver’s
widow), Martin Harris, and Emma Smith, as well as testimony from
John and David Whitmer, and refers to "The Directors, or
Interpreters,”" and differentiates them from the Urim & Thummim
(the "spectacles"). For discussions of the possible meanings of
such terminology, see Richard Van Wagoner and Steven C. Walker,
"Joseph Smith: 'The Gift of Seeing’," Dialogue, 15:2 (Summer,
1982), 48-68; R. F. Smith, "'Translation of Languages’
(hermeneia glosson, 1 Cor. 12:10)," unpublished paper
(Independence, MO, 1980); and Lyndon W. Cook, The Revelations of
the Prophet Joseph Smith (Provo: Seventy’s Mission Bookstore,
1981), pp. 122-23.

40 See Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, p. [93].

o>
[

Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, p. [95].

>
[\S)

Whitmer interviews: December 15, 1885, in Chicago Times
(December 17, 1885); p. 3; Chicago Times 20 (August 7, 1875), p.
1; Chicago Times (January 24, 1888), p. 8; Chicago Tribune
(January 24, 1888), p. 8. Cf. Millennial Star 48:36.
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been received around this time, although it took its final form
essentially in 1829, as discussed at 15 May - 25 May 1829 below.
22 September 1828: It was promised that Moroni would return the

plates to Joseph on this familiar date.43

1828-1829 in general: A February 1879 interview with Emma Smith

discloses the following account of the translation during this time

period:

Q. Who were scribes for father when translating the Book of
Mormon?

A. Myself [Emma Smith], Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and my
brother Reuben Hale.

Q. Was Alva Hale one?

A. I think not. He may have written some; but if he did, I do
not remember it % @

Q. What is the truth of Mormonism?

A. I know Mormonism to be the truth; and believe the church to
have been established by divine direction. I have complete
faith in it. 1In writing for your father I frequently wrote day
after day, often sitting at the table close by him, he sitting
with his face buried in his hat, with the stone in it, and
dictating hour after hour with nothing between us.

Q. Had he not a book or manuscript from which he read, or
dictated to you?

A. He had neither manuscript or book to read from.

Q. Could he not have had, and you not know it?

A. If he had anything of the kind he could not have concealed it
from me.

Q. Are you sure that he had the plates at the time you .were
writing for him?

A. The plates often lay on the table without any attempt at
concealment, wrapped in a small linen table cloth, which I had
given him to fold them in. I once felt of the plates, as they
thus lay on the table, tracing their outline and shape. They
seemed to be pliable like thick paper, and would rustle with a
metallic sound when the edges were moved by the thumb, as one
does sometimes thumb the edges of a book.

Q. Where did father and Oliver Cowdery write?

A. Oliver Cowdery and your father wrote in the room where I was

at work.

43 Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [94, 96], speaks only of the "plates™
or "record," with "Urim and Thummim" added above the line later
by a different hand on p. [96]; compare Lucy, 1853, p. 125.
Joseph did not use the spectacles for translation after this
time according to Emma’s letter to Mrs. Pilgrim, March 27, 1870.
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Q. Could not father have dictated the Book of Mormon to you,
Oliver Cowdery and the others who wrote for him, after having
first written it, or having first read it out of some book?

A. Joseph Smith [and for the first time she used his name
direct, having usually used the words, "your father," or "my
husband"] could neither write nor dictate a coherent and well-
worded letter; let alone dictating a book like the Book of
Mormon. And, though I was an active participant in the scenes
that transpired, it is marvelogz to me, "a marvel and a wonder,"
as much so as to any one else.

A generally reliable non-Mormon journalist states that "the
little low chamber in Smith’s house was used as a translating-room,"
45

naming the scribes as Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery and Reuben Hale.

Winter 1828: Joseph and Emma visited Joseph Knight: "He and his

wife came to see me [Joseph Knight] the first of the winter 1828 and

46

told me his case." Probably during this season, David Whitmer

made a business trip to Palmyra, where he met Oliver Cowdery for the

first time and learned of Joseph and the golden plates.47

44 "Last Testimony of Sister Emma," Saints’ Advocate, vol. 2, no.
4 (Plano, Illinois, October 1879), pp. 50-52, and Saints’
Herald, vol. 26, no. 19 (Plano, Illinois, October 1, 1879), p.
290.

45 Frederick G. Mather, "The Early Days of Mormonism,k"
Lippincott’s Magazine 36 (1880), 198-211, esp. p. 201.

o>
(o))

Jessee, "Knight," pp. 35-36.

|

In Kansas City Daily Journal, June 5, 1881, reprinted in
Millennial Star 43:421-23, 437-39, David Whitmer states that he
made this trip "in the year 1828." The trip was probably late
in 1828, because Oliver probably first arrived at the district
school in Palmyra in the fall of 1828. Lucy says Oliver was
there "a short time" before March 1829 (see Lucy, 1853, p. 128),
and David Whitmer says in his June 5, 1881 statement that it was
only a matter of "several months" after this visit that Oliver
went to Harmony in April 1829 to "see [Joseph] about the
matter." It also appears that David would have been in Palmyra
at a time when Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy were away (as they were
in the first part of the winter 1828) or else David would likely
have met them at the same time he met Oliver. Lucy, Prelim. Ms
#1, pp. [96-98], seems to indicate that Oliver taught the full
term of fall and winter at school while boarding with the
Smiths, and was able to leave Palmyra at the close of school.

15
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February 1829: Joseph’s parents came from New York and visited him

in Harmony.48 Joseph received D&C 4 for his father. Joseph Sr. and

Lucy return to Palmyra. Oliver, who is boarding with Joseph Sr. and
Lucy at this time, "importunes Mr. Smith" for information concerning
the plates and after "a considerable length of time" succeeds in

49

receiving information. About this time, Joseph Smith wrote in

1832, "[the] Lord appeared unto a young man by the name of Oliver
Cowdry and shewed unto him the plates in a vision and also the truth
of the work and what the Lord was about to do through me his
unworthy servant therefore he was desirous to come and write for me
«20

and translate.

March 1829: A few pages were translated. Apparently Emma acted as
51

scribe. During this month, Martin Harris visited Joseph from
Palmyra, "seemingly for the prime purpose of being permitted to see
the plates . . . . According to other testimonies, Martin had not
seen the plates during the time he was writing for the Prophet, and

n52 This visit was the

he wanted to know of their existence.
catalyst for D&C 5. Joseph was told "to translate a few more pages"

and then to "stop for a season." D&C 5:30.

48 Lucy, 1853, p. 124; Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [96-97]; HC 1:28.

49 Lucy, 1853, p. 128.

50 Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, Part I, p. 6 (LDS Archives) =
Jessee, Personal Writings, p. 8.

51 Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, Part I, p. 6 (LDS Archives) =

Jessee, Personal Writings, p. 8, "also my Brother Samuel H
Smith."

52 W. Gunnell, pp. 29-30.
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5 April 1829: Oliver Cowdery arrived in Harmony to assist Joseph
53

with the translation of the Book of Mormon. Oliver was given
assurances that "the words or the work which thou hast been writing
is true." D&C 6:17 (1833 ed.). Joseph and Oliver probably started

ok Oliver and Joseph met for

writing at or shortly after Mosiah 1.
the first time in person on 5 April 1829. Joseph Knight reports
this event: "Next Spring Oliver Cowdry a young man from palmyra
Came to see old Mr Smith, Josephs father, about this work and he
sent him Down to pensylveny to see Joseph and satisfy him self. So
he Came Down and was soon Convinced of the truth of the work."55 A
few paragraphs later, Knight expressly places this event in "the

n36 - Lucy Smith’s published reminiscences indicate

spring of 1829.
that Oliver had only second-hand information about Joseph before
April 1829, stating that after Oliver "had been in the school but a
short time, . . he began to hear from all quarters concerning the
plates, and as soon began to importune Mr. Smith upon the subject,
but for a considerable length of time did not succeed in eliciting

57

any information." David Whitmer, who was first to hear of Joseph

53 HC 1:32; LDS Messenger and Advocate, 1 (September 1834), p.
14; Lucy, 1853, pp. 128-31. Lucy, Preliminary Ms #1, p. [101],
states that Joseph had been praying for assistance and had been -
assured by the angel of the Lord that a scribe "should be
forthcoming in a few days."

54 See discussion in Section II below.

55 Jessee, "Knight," p. 35.

56 Jessee, "Knight," p. 36.

57 Lucy, 1853, p. 128; her Prelim. Ms #1, p. [97] says "He had

not been in the place long till he began to hear about the
plates from all quarters and immediately Commenced importuning
Mr. Smith upon the subject but he did not succeed in eliciting
any information from him for a long time."
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Jr. among the Whitmers, recalled speaking with Oliver about the
matter in 1828.58 Olivef was then a teacher in Palmyra, and boarded
with the Joseph Smith Sr. family for a time until the school term
ended in March 1829.59 During this time, Joseph Jr. was in Harmony.

Oliver explicitly dates his first meeting with Joseph Smith Jr.
as April 5, 1829: "Near the time of the setting of the Sun, Sabbath
evening, April 5th, 1829, my natural eyes, for the first time beheld
this brother."60 On the same page printed in 1834, Oliver said he
had endured many "fateagues and privations . . . for the gospel’s
sake, since 1828, with this brother." Apparently Oliver had begun
suffering criticism as early as 1828 for his interest in Joseph and
the plates. 1In 1835 he said he had known Joseph intimately for

w6l From 1829 to 1835 is six years; it thus

"almost seven years.
appears that Oliver counted his knowledge of Joseph Smith beginning
with his initial inquiries and vision. Clear evidence thus supports

the 5 April 1829 date for the first meeting of Oliver Cowdery and

Joseph Smith.

58 See above at Winter 1828.

59 David Whitmer claimed that Oliver began boarding with Joseph
Sr. in 1828. Larry C. Porter, "The Prophet’s New York Years:
Restoration, Publication, and Organization, 1829-1830," 18 Oct
1984 BYU lecture (forthcoming in BYU Religious Studies Center

. Monograph Series).

60 LDS Messenger and Advocate 1 (September 1834), p. 14. Oliver
apparently mentions his "natural eyes" because he had seen the
plates and perhaps Joseph before in a vision; see the entry
under February 1829 above.

61 LDS Messenger and Advocate 1 (Letter VIII), p. 196.
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6 April 1829: Oliver recorded: "On Monday the 6th, I assisted

[Joseph] in arranging some business of a temporal nature."62

7 April 1829: Oliver began writing as scribe to Joseph Smith, as he

remained for the greater part of the translation. Oliver later
remembered, "These were days never to be forgotten--to sit under the

sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven, awakened the

utmost gratitude of this bosom! Day after day I continued,
uninterrupted, to write from his mouth, as he translated . . . the

63 Sometime during April, 1829, D&C 6, 7, 8 and 9

Book of Mormon."
were received.

About 10 May 1829: Around this time, Joseph and Oliver ran out of

provisions. They went to Colesville (Coleville) to see if Joseph

Knight would help them with some provisions, but he was in

64

Cattskill. An account attributed to Joseph Smith might relate to

this same trip to Colesville, although an occasion in 1830 is
equally possible:

When I first commenced this work, and had got two or three
individuals to believe, I went about thirty miles with
Oliver Cowdery, to see them. We had only one horse between
us. When we arrived, a mob of about one hundred men came
upon us before we had time to eat, and chased us all night;
and we arrived back again [in Harmony] a little after
daylight, havégg traveled about sixty miles in all, and
without food.

62 LDS Messenger and Advocate 1 (October 1834 Letter I), p. 14.
63 LDS Messenger and Advocate 1 (October 1834 Letter I), p. 14.
64 Jessee, "Knight," p. 36.

(o))
Ul

HC 5:219, taken from Willard Richards’ Journal. It is
poggible, however, that this trip to Colesville occurred after
May 25, but this would allow little time for Joseph Knight to
have made "several" visits, HC 1:47, before Joseph and Oliver
left for Fayette on June 1. HC 1:97, as Richard L. Anderson
kindly informs us, has most of the same elements, making an 1830
(Footnote 65 Continued on Next Page
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Joseph and Oliver returned to Harmony and looked to see "if they
Could find a place to work for provisions, But found none. They
returned home and found me [Joseph Knight] there with provisions,

n66 Joseph Knight brought

and they ware glad for they ware out.
writing paper (foolscap) and other provisions for the translation
and visited "several times" during May, travelling the distance of
at least 30 miles each way (from his farm in Broome County).67

10-15 May 1829: The work progressed steadily until Joseph and

Oliver reached the account of the ministry of the resurrected Christ
to the inhabitants of ancient America in 3 Nephi. "After writing
the account given of the Savior’s ministry to the remnant of the

n68

seed of Jacob, upon this continent, The question arose in the

minds of the Prophet and his scribe concerning the mode and
authority of baptism.

15 May 1829: The Aaronic Priesthood was restored. Oliver and
69

Joseph baptized each other as commanded by God. See D&C 13. A

(Footnote 65 Continued from Previous Page)
date equally likely, although then the reference to only "two or
three" believers seems odd (see below at 15 May - 31 May 1829).

66 Jessee, "Knight," p. 36.

67  HC 1:47.

68 Oliver Cowdery, LDS Messenger and Advocate 1 (September 1834
Letter I), p. 15.

69 "[O]lne morning however they sat down to their usual work when

" the first thing that presented itself to Joseph was a
commandment from God that he and Oliver should repair to the
water each of them be baptized they immediately went down to the
susquehana river and obeyed the mandate given them through the
urim and Thummim" (Lucy, Prelim. Ms. #1, p. [101]).
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document entitled "Articles of the Church of Christ" may have been

written around this time or later in 1829.70

15 May - 25 May 1829: Apparently after the completion of 3 Nephi,

the final form of D&C 10 (particularly 10:38-70) was essentially

71

dictated. D&C 10:41 appears to instruct Joseph to translate the

70 An early "copy" of the Articles of the Church of Christ
initialed by 0.(?) C., bearing the date 1829 and discussed by
Woodford, pp. 287-91, is held in the LDS Archives. It is
unclear of what, if anything, it is a copy, or when the copy or
its original was written. It quotes the sacrament prayers in
Moroni 4-5 and the sacramental instructions in 3 Ne. 18:29-32
which were translated late in May 1829, and in other ways
resembles D&C 20. D&C 20 took its basic present form in June
1830.

71 The dating of D&C 10 has been .discussed by several scholars.
Stanley R. Larson, "A Study of Some Textual Variations in the
Book of Mormon comparing the Original and the Printer’s
Manuscripts, and the 1830, the 1837, and the 1840 Editions,"
(BYU: unpublished MA Thesis, 1974), pp. 17-18, stated: "The
date of section 10 has become a problem. When the original
manuscript of the ’'History of Joseph Smith’ was written, the
discussion about this section was accidentally omitted. This
omission was soon noticed and two additional sheets with the
text of the revelation and the correct date of May 1829 were
inserted into the history; but unfortunately it was placed in
the wrong context. This incongruity caused later editors to
attempt to rectify the situation by altering the date of the
revelation to 'the summer of 1828.’ During the lifetime of
Joseph Smith the date was consistently reported as May 1829.
The Book of Commandments in 1833 first printed this revelation
in its proper chronological order and with the correct date."
See also Stephen Snow in MHA Newsletter, 44:15 (June 1980); Max
Parkin in MHA Newsletter, 45:2-4 (Nov 1980); Max Parkin, "A
Preliminary Analysis of the Dating of Section 10", Sidney B.
Sperry Symposium January 27, 1979 (Provo: Brigham Young
University, 1979), pp. 68-84; Lyndon W. Cook, Revelations of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 17-19, 122; Robert Woodford, doctoral
dissertation, at D&C 10. Lyndon Cook and Max Parkin argue for
an 1828 date for the first part of D&C 10, with additional
material being added in 1829. E.g., Parkin points out several
clear similarities between D&C 10:49-70 and 3 Nephi which
support their concurrent dating. If references to receiving the
"gospel" in D&C 10:62 and 11:16, 19 refer to the impending
translation of "which was ministered unto" the Nephites in
3 Nephi, and if, similarly, the statement in 18:17 was made at a
time after Joseph, Oliver and David had received 3 Nephi, then
(Footnote 71 Continued on Next Page
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Small Plates of Nephi at a time when he had already translated the
account of the reign of Ring Benjamin: "You shall translate the
engravings which are on the plates of Nephi, down even till you come
to the reign of king Benjamin, or until you come to that which you
have translated." This would bring him to the portion he still
"retained" from his translation of the first pages of the book of

Mosiah which he had not given to Martin (10:41).72

25 May 1829: Samuel Smith was baptized,73 having possibly arrived

74

in Harmony with Oliver Cowdery in April. The translation

continued after Samuel’s baptism.75 Hyrum visited a few days later.76
D&C 11 was then received; D&C 11:19 told Hyrum to be patient: "You
may assist in bringing to light those things of which has been

spoken--yea the translation of my work."

15 May - 31 May 1829: During this time, Joseph and Oliver may have
77

gone to Colesville again. This may have been the time when the

(Footnote 71 Continued from Previous Page)
those sections bracket the translation of 3 Nephi, as Monte
Nyman points out. On the other hand, it is possible that 10:62,
which speaks of "that which you have received," is already
speaking of the account of the ministry of Christ among the
Nephites in 3 Nephi.

72 See Jessee, "Original," pp. 260, 277-278, citing also D&C
5:30.
73 HC 1:44. Lucy, Peliminary Ms #1, p. [101], however, gives the

impression that Samuel was baptized on the same day as were
Joseph and Oliver.

74 Lucy, 1853, p. 130. HC 1:44, however, reports that Samuel did
not come to visit until a few days after May 15.

75 Luey, 1853, p. 13l.

76 HC 1:44-45.
77 It is possible, but not likely, that Joseph had to appear in
(Footnote 77 Continued on Next Page
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Melchizedek priesthood was restored as Joseph and Oliver were
returning from Colesville, but the dating of that event is

uncertain.78

It would take about a day to travel from Harmony to
Colesville.

1-4 June 1829: Joseph, Emma (?), and Oliver moved with David

Whitmer from Harmony to Fayette, Seneca County, New York, to the
home of Peter Whitmer. The journey from Harmony to Fayette (98 miles
direct) would have taken about four days.79

5 June - end of June 1829: The translation of the Book of Mormon

was finished in the upstairs room of Peter Whitmer’s home. Some of

(Footnote 77.Continued from Previous Page)
court in Colesville at this time, as remembered by Addison
Everett in his letter of 17 February 1881 to Oliver B.
Huntington, recorded in the 0Oliver Boardman Huntington Journal
#14, 31 Jan. 1881, and discussed in Porter, Ensign 9:6 (June
1979), p. 9. See also Lucy, 1853, p. 135, but the reference is
vague ("After Samuel left them, they still continued the work as
before, until about the time of the trial that took place in New
York"). No records for such a trial are known. The sources
seem to be confusing various events with an inconclusive hearing
in Lyons, Wayne County, N.Y. (Lucy, Prelim. Ms #1, pp. [102-
104]1), or with a Bainbridge, N.Y. trial in 1830.

78 See sources discussed in Porter, Ensign 9:6 (June 1979), p. 8-
9. See also B. H. Roberts, CHC 1:183. Richard Bushman places
this event in 1830; Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism
(Urbana: Univ. of Illinois Press, 1984), p. 163 and note 55.

79 As reported by Joseph F. Smith, David Whitmer told him and

Orson Pratt that Joseph prophesied to Oliver a "perfect

description of what David did on the way" before David arrived.

Joseph F. Smith, Memorandum of a Conversation with David Whitmer

- in Los Angeles, written April 25, 1918 (original in LDS
Archives), p. 2. They travelled on "an ordinary wagon with two
long poles in it at each end across the end gates of the wagon
box, and then two boards laid across that for seats on those
hickory poles. Joseph and Emma were on the hind seat and Oliver
and David on the front seat." 1Ibid. The plates were carried to
Fayette by Moroni in a bundle on his back. 1Ibid. p. 3. Lucy,
Prelim. Ms #1, p. [107], does not include Emma on this trip to
Fayette (Waterloo).
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the

Whitmers helped as scribes: "They continued so, boarded and

lodged us according to arrangements; and John Whitmer, in

particular, assisted us very much in writing during the remainder of

the

n80

work. Oliver B. Huntington records in his journal a

conversation with Sarah (Sally) Heller Conrad who may have been a

cousin of the Whitmers and who was at the Whitmer home during the

translation:

I conversed with one old lady 88 years old who lived with
David Whitmer when Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were
translating the Book of Mormon in the upper room of the
house, and she, only a girl, saw them come down from
translating room several times when they looked so
exceedingly white and strange that she inquired of Mrs.
Whitmer the cause of their unusual appearance, but Mr.
Whitmer was unwilling to tell the hired girl, the true cause
as it was a sacred holy event connected with a holy sacred
work which was opposed and persecuted by nearly every one
who heard of it. The girl felt so strange and unusual
appearance, she finally told Mrs. Whitmer that she would not
stay with her until she knew the cause of the strange looks
of these men. Sister Whitmer then told her what the men were
doing in the room above and that the power of God was so
great in the room that they could hardly endure it; at times
angels were in the room in their glory which nearly consumed
them. Thissfatisfied the girl and opened the way to embrace
the gospel.

An affidavit of Elizabeth Anne Whitmer Cowdery Johnson also pertains

to this period:

80

HC 1:49. John Whitmer later said that he wrote "sixty pages,"
Z. Gurley interview with J. Whitmer, reported in Saints’ Herald,
26 (15 Dec 1879), 370b.

She married David Edwin Bunnell in the Peter Whitmer home on
April 15, 1830, and was the mother of Stephen Bunnell of Provo,
Utah. See "History of the Life of Oliver B. Huntington,"
(typescript in BYU Special Collections), pp. 49-50; Carma
deJonge Anderson interview with Pearl Bunnell Newell, January
1970, provides a similar reminiscense of Sally Conrad (BYU
Special Collections MS 011 239); marriage date of Sally Conrad
courtesy of Helen Bunnell Weeks of Orem, Utah. See article by
R. L. Anderson, "The House Where the Church was Organized," Era,

(Footnote 81 Continued on Next Page
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Richmond, Ray Co., Mo. Feb 15%0 1870
I cheerfully certify that I was familiar with the manner of
Joseph Smith’s translating the book of Mormon. He
translated the most of it at my Father’s house. And I often
sat by and saw and heard them translate and write for hours
together. Joseph never had a curtain drawn between him and
his scribe while he was translating. He would place the
director in his hat, and then place in Efge in Héﬁ, so as to
exclude the light, and then [ i to his scribe the words

(he said) as they appeared before him.]82

Concerning the translation in Fayette, David Whitmer reported

the following event:

One morning when he was getting ready to continue the
translation, somthing went wrong about the house and he was
put out about it. Something that Emma, his wife had done.
Oliver and I went upstairs and Joseph came up soon after to
continue the translation but he could not do anything. He
could not translate a single syllable. He went downstairs,
out into the orchard, and made supplication to the Lord;
was gone about an hour--came back to the house, and asked
Emma’s forgiveness and then came upstairs where we were and
then the translation went on allsgight. He could do nothing
save he was humble and faithful.

(Footnote 81 Continued from Previous Page)

73:4 (April 1970), 16-25, for full discussion of the 1 1/2 story
log house with attic and of the Whitmers and their relatives.

Copy contained on obverse of letter of W. E. McLellan to "My
Dear Friends," Independence, Mo, February 1870, RLDS Archives
P13 £191; the bottom third of the letter is missing and
conjectural restorations are placed in brackets; disposition of
the original certificate unknown; another copy of this
certificate (along with others) is probably contained in the J.
L. Traughber Jr. Collection, now up for sale (see Salt Lake
Tribune, July 26, 1986, Section B, pp. 1-2).

David Whitmer statement of September 15, 1882 to William
Keeley and G. A. Blakeslee, in Braden and Kelly Debate February
12 to March 8, 1884 (St. Louis: Christian Publ. Co., n.d.; and
Independence, Mo: Herald House, 1913), also cited in B. H.
Roberts, CHC 1:131,
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11 June 1829: Before this date, Joseph and Oliver had translated

all the Plates of Mormon-and the Title Page inscribed by Moroni. On
this day, the copyright for the Book of Mormon was secured at the

office of the Federal District Court Clerk, Richard R. Lansing. The
application contains the Title Page of the forthcoming book.84

5-14 June 1829: D&C 14, 15, 16 (revelations for David Whitmer, John

Whitmer and Peter Whitmer) were received around this time; D&C 18

was then also received by Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery and David

Whitmer.85

14 June 1829: Oliver wrote a letter to Hyrum from Fayette, stating,

among other things: "Remember the worth of souls is great in the
sight of God" (cf. D&C 18:10); "behold the Lord your god . .
suffered the .pains of all men that all men might repent and come
unto him . . . . behold he commandeth all men . . . every where to
repent" (cf. 2 Nephi 9:21-23); "that there they may be willing to
take upon them the name of Christ for that is the name by which they
shall be called at the Last day and if we know not the name by which
we are called 1 fear . . ." (cf. Mos. 5:9-10), and instructing Hyrum
to baptize all men and women, and children over the age of
accountability (cf. Moro. 8).86

Mid-June 1829: The translation continued. John Whitmer "assisted

us very much in writing during the remainder of the work," and

84 Copies of the two originals prepared by Lansing are found in
the LDS Archives and in the Library of Congress in Washington
D.C., respectively.

85  HC 1:48-51.

6 Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, Part II, Letter 3 (transcribed in

1832),pp. 6-7.
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previous to that David Whitmer "had offered his services when

87

convenient." Hyrum Smith, David Whitmer and Peter Whitmer Jr.

were baptized sometime in the middle of June 1829 in Seneca Lake,

88

Fayette township, Seneca County, New York. Meetings were also

held:

We met with many from time to time who were willing to hear
us, and who desired to find out the truth as it is in Christ
Jesus, and apparently willing to obey the Gospel, when once
fairly convinced and satisfied in their own minds; and in
the same month of June, my brother Hyrum Smith, David
Whitmer and Peter Whitmer, Jun., were baptized in Seneca
lake, the two former by myself [Joseph Smith] the latter by
Oliver Cowdery. From this time forth many became believers,
and some were baptized whilst we continued tgginstruct and
persuade as many as applied for information.

Around 20 June 1829: 1In Fayette, the Three Witnesses were shown the

plates (D&C 17:1-4). It appears that this manifestation was

90

prompted by the translation of 2 Nephi 27:12, which reads, "the

87  HC 1:49. 12Z. Gurley’s interview with J. Whitmer, reported by
Gurley in Saints’ Herald, 26 (Dec 15, 1879), 370b; John stated
"that he had written" [as scribe] "sixty pages" of the Book of
Mormon [about thirty pages of manuscript?].

88 HC 1:51; D&C 27:12. 1In 1885 David Whitmer stated: "Sometime
in June 1829 Joseph ordained Oliver Cowdery to be an Elder, and
Oliver ordained Joseph to be an Elder in the Church of Christ
and during that year Joseph both baptized and ordained me an
elder in the Church of Christ." 1Interview by Z. H. Gurley,
January 14, 1885, p. 4 (original in LDS Archives). Brigham
Young later stated that the first apostles of this dispensation
were Joseph Smith Jr., Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer. See
discussion of Larry C. Porter, "The Prophet’s New York Years:
Restoration, Publication, and Organization, 1829-1830," BYU
lecture 18 Oct 1984, citing a Smith family prayer and B. Young.
David Whitmer later maintained that he continued to hold that
apostleship--Chicago Tribune, Dec 17, 1885, p. 3, col. 5.

(o]
e}

HC 1:51.

0 The other possibility is Ether 5:2-4. Ether 5, however, only
~ expressly states that "unto three," i.e. a total of three,
"shall they be shown." 2 Nephi 27, on the other hand, provides
that "three witnesses shall behold it, by the power of God,
(Footnote 90 Continued on Next Page
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eyes of none shall behold it save it be that three witnesses shall

behold it, by the power 5f God, besides him to whom the book shall

be delivered; and they shall testify to the truth of the book and

the things therein." A few days later in Manchester, New York, the
Eight Witnesses were shown the plates.

26 June 1829: The Wayne Sentinel published the Book of Mormon Title

Page, perhaps obtaining the text from the federal copyright
application. Probably around this time, Martin Harris approached E.
B. Grandin to see if he would publish the book, but Grandin

declined, considering it financially a "losing speculation."91

1 July 1829: The translation was completed. David Whitmer later

stated "that the translation at my father’s house occupied about one

month, that is from June 1 to July 1, 1829."92
July 1829: Thurlow Weed, owner-editor of the Rochester Telegraph,

was approached twice, but he likewise declined to print the book.93

(Footnote 90 Continued from Previous Page)
besides him to whom the book shall be delivered," and 27:13-14
refers to the eight witnesses. Since 2 Nephi 27 authorizes more
precisely what in fact eventually happened regarding the
witnesses, it appears that it was not until that passage was
translated that the manifestations to the witnesses ensued.
This comports further with the earliest notes on the manuscript
history of the Church, discussed further in Section II below.

91 Pomeroy Tucker, "Preface" to Origin, Rise, and Progress of
Mormonism (N.Y.: D. Appleton & Co., 1867), quoted in Francis W.
Kirkham, A New Witness for Christ in America (Salt Lake City:
Deseret News Press, 1930), p. 109. Memorandum of John H.
Gilbert, September 8, 1892, later remembered that Martin Harris
approached Grandin twice "in the forepart of June, 1829,"
although this seems a little too early. See generally HC 1:71.

92 Kansas City Daily Journal, June 5, 1881, reprinted in
Millennial Star 43:421-23, 437-39.

93 Larry Porter, dissertation, pp. 86-87, citing Weed’s Life of
Thurlow Weed, Including His Autobiography and a Memoir, 2 vols.,
(Footnote 93 Continued on Next Page
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Sometime during July, 1829, the Printer’s Manuscript of the Book of

Mormon was begun by Oliver Cowdery.

25 August 1829: Martin Harris mortgaged his farm.%? Around this

same time the contract with Grandin for the printing of the Book of

Mormon was possibly signed.

95 It was agreed that 5000 copies would

be printed, which was an unusually large press run for that daysg6

Martin Harris agreed to pay the sum of $3,000 to Egbert G. Grandin

within eighteen months. 1If Harris defaulted, his land was to be

sold at public auction to satisfy the demand.

commenced "in August."

87 Typesetting

98

(Footnote 93 Continued from Previous Page)

ed. H. A. Weed (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1884), I:358-
359. One Rochester publisher did agree to print it. See
Richard Bushman, Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism,
p. 107, citing Tucker, Origin, pp. 51-53.

The mortgage is dated 25 August 1829, signed 26 August 1829,
and was recorded on 11 September 1829. See Miner T. Patton,
"The Gold that Paid for the Printing of the First Book of
Mormon," (unpublished manuscript with copies of documents; Sun
City, AZ, August, 1983)--we are indebted to Ken Godfrey for this
item.

Peter Crawley, "A Bibliography of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in New York, Ohio, and Missouri," BYU
Studies, 12 (Summer 1972), p. 471. Authenticity of contract
document, however, is uncertain.

Gayle G. Ord, "From Golden Plates to Printing Press," ch. 2:
"A cross sampling of ’'first editions for 138 books published
between 1880 and 1882 (still) show that only 28 per cent of
these exeeded 1,500 copies. About 15 per cent were 2,500 or
more, and the maximum printing’ . . . 6,000 copies was reserved
for one particularly successful book."

Book 3 of Mortgages, p. 325, located in the Wayne County
Courthouse, Lyons, New York, cited in L. Porter, dissertation,
p. 88.

Memorandum of John H. Gilbert, p. 4. Letter of John H.
Gilbert to F. M. Lyman, October 23, 1887, cited in Kirkham, p.
225.
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Fall 1829: The original typesetter was John H. Gilbert and proofs
were printed by J. H. Bortles until December. Grandin then hired

Thomas McAuley, a journeyman pressman. McAuley and Bortles did the

99

balance of the press work until March 1830. Martin Harris, Hyrum

smith and Oliver Cowdery were frequent visitors to Grandin’s office

during the printing; Joseph apparently soon returning to Harmony

came only once for a short visit to Grandin's office.100

Manuscript pages were hand delivered and retrieved frequently.

Oliver held and looked over the manuscript when most of the proofs

were read.101

6 November 1829: Oliver wrote a letter to Joseph in Harmony: "The

printing goes rather slow yet as the type founder has been sick but
we expect that the type will be in and Mr. Grandin still thinks he
will finish printing by the first of febuary [sic]." 1In a
postscript Cowdery noted his progress in preparing the Printer
Manuscript: "P.S. I have just got to Alma commandment to his son in
102

copying the manuscrip," that is, to Alma 36.

January 1830: Abner Cole (alias Obediah Dogberry), in his Palmyra

Reflector, Jan. 2, 13 and 22, printed several extracts of the Book

99  Memorandum of John H. Gilbert, September 8, 1892, p. 4; see
generally Gayle G. Ord, "From Golden Plates to Printing Press,"
(unpublished manuscript in LDS Archives, 1972); Richard
Anderson, "Gold Plates and Printer’s Ink," Ensign 6:9 (September
1976), pp. 71-76; Wilford C. Wood, compiler, Joseph Smith
Begins His Work, I (Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1958),

introductory pages.

100 Memorandum of John H. Gilbert, p. 4.
101 Memorandum of John H. Gilbert, p. 4.
102 Letter located iﬁ the L.D.S. Church archives.
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of Mormon from sheets he pilfered at Grandin’s printing office

103

(where his own newspaper was printed). This made it necessary

for Joseph to return to Palmyra from Harmony and to assert his

copyright privileges in order to stop this unauthorized publication

104 05

of sections of the Book of Mormon. During that winter,l Joseph

apparently sent Oliver Cowdery and Hiram Page to Kingston, Ontario,
Canada, to try to sell the Book of Mormon copyright.106

16 January 1830: Joseph Smith Sr. entered into an agreement with

Martin Harris which reads:

I hereby agree that Martin Harris shall have an equal
privilege with me and my friends of selling the Book of
Mormon of the Edition now printing by Egbert B. Grandin
until enough of them shall be sold to pay for the printing
of the same or until such times as the said Grandin shall be
paid for .the printing the aforesaid Books or copies.
Manchester January the 16th 1830107/5/ Joseph Smith Sr.
Witness /s/ Oliver H.P. Cowdery.

12 February 1830: Lucius Fenn of Covert, Seneca County, N.Y., wrote

to Birdseye Bronson in Winchester, Connecticut, that the publication
of the Book of Mormon was widely awaited; it was expected to tell

when "the Millenniam day . . . is a goeing to take place."

103 1 Ne. 1:1 - 2:3, 2:4-15, and Alma 43:22-40, respectively.

Russell Rich, "The Dogberry Papers and the Book of Mormon,"
BYU Studies, 10 (Spring 1970), 315-20;  F. W. Kirkham, A New
Witness for Christ in America, p. 271, confuses the dates and
contents.

-
o
=N

105 They went "over on the ice." Letter of Mr. J. L. Traughber,
in Wyl, Mormon Portraits, p. 311.

106 Ibid. See generally, B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake
City: Deseret, 1930), vol. 1, pp. 162-66.

107 Original in possession of the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, according to documentation in the LDS Archives.
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26 March 1830: The printing and binding were finished and the book
108

was offered for sale to the public on March 26, 1830. After

printing the complete title page of the Book of Mormon, the
newspaper notice continued: "The above work containing 600 pages of
large duo-decimos is now for sale, wholesale and retail, at the
Palmyra Book Store by Howard & Grandin." Prices at Grandin'’s
Bookstore seem to have ranged from $1.25 to $1.75 per book.109

6 April 1830: Church of Christ organized.

108 Wayne Sentinel (Palmyra, New York), March 26, 1830.

109 Larry C. Porter, "The Prophet’s New York Years: Restoration,
Publication, and Organization, 1829-1830," 18 October 1984
lecture at BYU. Hyrum sold copies to missionaries for $1.25,
who sold them for about $2.50; Hyrum Smith, Diary and Account
Book, in the LDS Archives.
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II. In What Order Were the Texts of the Book of Mormon Translated?

Two theories exist about the order in which the texts of the
Book of Mormon were translated in 1829. As shown above, the Book of
Lehi was translated and lost in 1828. In March 1829, the
translation resumed with Emma acting as scribe for a few pages, and
in April, 1829, Oliver Cowdery arrived and the pace of the work
accelerated. Where in the text did Joseph begin at this time? Did
he pick up where the 116 pages had left off (presumably around the
time of King Benjamin near Mosiah 1), or did he start at the
beginning of the Small Plates (1 Nephi 1)? Under the "1 Nephi
First" theory, Joseph began in March 1829 with 1 Nephi 1; wunder the
"Mosiah First" theory, he began around Mosiah 1. Most of the
following considerations make the "Mosiah first" theory seem
considerably more plausible than the "1 Nephi first" theory:

1. Which scripture triggered the experience of the Three
Witnesses in June, 1829, toward the end of the translation? Was it
Ether 5:2-4 or 2 Nephi 27:12, 22? 1If they were translating 2 Nephi
in June, this would indicate that they had begun with Mosiah in
April and had returned after finishing Moroni in May to translate
the Small Plates of Nephi in June. On the other hand, if they were
translating the Book of Ether in June, this would support the
"l Nephi First" theory, since in the few days remaining in June
after the experience of the Three Witnesses there would only have

been enough time left to finish Ether and Moroni.
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The History of the Church first appeared in print as a serial in
110

the Times and Seasons in 1842. There is a blank in the sentence

was to tell which passage in the Book of Mormon inspired the

manifestation to the Three Witnesses.111 Page 23 of one of the

manuscripts of the History of the Church, however, contains a note

that the relevant scripture was found "on p. 110 [2 Nephi 27] of the

w112 This information, however, was added by a later

first edition.
scribe some time after 1852, as is evident since that scribe also
refers to a European edition of the D&C of that date. Therefore,
the earliest recorded understanding held that 2 Nephi 27 was the

scripture involved. B. H. Roberts chose to refer principally to

Ether 5 in the published edition of History of the Chureh 1:52, but
he also ﬁentions 2 Nephi 11:3 in this context. Possibly he presumed
that Joseph needed to be closer to the end of the book by the end of
June and thus assumed that the relevant scripture was the one in
Ether. In addition, the scripture in 2 Nephi 27 authorizes more
precisely what in fact transpired with the witnesses (as discussed
above in Section I under the date "Around 20 June 1829"), making it
more likely that 2 Nephi 27 was the relevant scripture than Ether 5.
2. The "Mosiah first" theory allows 5 weeks (from April 7 to

May 15) for the translation of Mosiah 1 through the account of the

110 Times & Seasons 3:10 (15 March 1842), 726ff. = HC 1:1ff.

111 Times & Seasons 3:897a. Book Al of the "Manuscript History
of the Church" likewise has a blank at this point (see Joseph
Smith Collection Microfilm Reel 6, LDS Archives).

112 "Manuscript History of the Church," Book A2, in the LDS
Archives (Joseph Smith Collection Microfilm Reel 8).
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ministry of Christ among the Nephites in 3 Nephi. The book was
finished at about the same rate in June. Under the "1 Nephi first"
theory, even more material, from 1 Nephi 1 through theggcount in
3 Nephi, would have to have been translated within that short time.
3. Only the "Mosiah first" theory leaves a significant amount
of material to be translated after May 15. This is necessary to
accommodate the fact that the translation continued at Harmony from
May 15 to May 31 and that "many pages" were translated at the

Whitmer house in Fayette. One report indicates that John Whitmer

nll3 and several other

acted as scribe for as many as "sixty pages,
sources attest that much was translated in Fayette.

4. The Title Page of the Book of Mormon was translated before
June 11, 1829, the date on which this text appears on the copyright
application. Since the Title Page was written by Moroni and was
found at the end of the Plates of Mormon,114 it would appear that
books up to and including the Title Page, i.e. 4 Nephi, Mormon,
Ether, Moroni and the Title Page, were translated after May 15 but
before June 11. This strongly supports the "Mosiah first" theory.

5. The handwriting on the Original Manuscript for 1 Nephi is
neither Oliver Cowdery’s nor Emma Smith’s. It may be Reuben Hale's,
which would support the "1 Nephi first" theory, but it seems more

likely that it is one of the Whitmers’, which would establish the

"Mosiah first" theory.

113 Saints’ Herald, 26 (15 Dec 1879), 370b.

114 "I wish to mention here that the title-page of the Book of
Mormon is a literal translation taken from the very last leaf,
on the left hand side of the collection or book of plates,

which contained the record which has been translated," HC

i wwaiLGaiaT A wa

1:71.
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6. The Words of Mormon, which were appended to the end of the
Small Plates (W of M 5—7f, are inconclusive in this inquiry. If the
Small Plates were inserted into the Plates of Mormon between the
Book of Lehi and the Book of Mosiah, and assuming that the 116 pages
did not include as translation of those Small Plates, did Joseph
skip over these plates to begin with "Mosiah first"? On the other
hand, if the Small Plates were placed at the end of the writings of
Mormon, did they precede the writings of Moroni (Ether and Moroni)
or did Moroni insert his writings at the end of the book of Mormon
but before the Small Plates which his father had "put with the
remainder" of his record (W of M 6)? It seems impossible to tell.
Little is known about the Words of Mormon beyond the fact that they
were written.to make a transition from the Small Plates to Mosiah
1:1. For example, the description of the contentions in Words of
Mormon 1:12-18 leads into the statement in Mosiah 1:1 that there was
"no more contention . . . all the remainder of [Benjamin’s] days."
While the Words of Mormon make good sense standing immediately
before Mosiah 1, they could just as well have stood elsewhere making
reference to Mosiah 1. Thus, since it is unclear when the Words of
Mormon were translated, that transitional book tells us little about
whether Mosiah or 1 Nephi were translated first.

7. When Oliver wrote to Hyrum on June 14, 1829 (see Part I,
above), he used material which he could havé learned from Mosiah
5:9-10, Moroni 8 and 2 Nephi 9:21-23, indicating that the
translation at that time had progressed through the Large Plates and
into 2 Nephi on the Small Plates. The "Mosiah first" theory would
allow for the translation of those passages before June 14, but the
"l Nephi first" theory would not.
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8. If it is correct that portions of D&C 10, particularly
10:38-70, were received in May 1829, as discussed above in Section I
under 15 May-25 May 1829, then it would appear that the account of
the reign of King Benjamin and probably 3 Nephi had already been
translated before Joseph returned to "translate the engravings which
are on the plates of Nephi, down even till . . . the reign of king
Benjamin" (D&C 10:41). The "Mosiah first" theory is most readily
consistent with this understanding of D&C 10, although it is
. impossible to be certain about its dating.

In light of the foregoing, the "Mosiah first" theory seems far
more likely than the "1 Nephi first" theory. The "Mosiah first"

L3 by Stanley R.

118

theory has been accepted by George Reynolds,

Larson,116 by Max Parkin,117

by Richard Bushman, and by most
other scholars of early Mormonism. The "1 Nephi first" theory does
not appear to have been adopted by any writer who has considered the

issue explicitly.

115 "History of the Book of Mormon," Contributor, 5 (1883-84) pp.
41-47; 161-168; 321-327; 361-367.

116 "A Most Sacred Possession: The Original Manuscript of the
Book of Mormon," Ensign 7:9 (September 1977), pp. 87-88.

117 "A Preliminary Analysis of the Dating of Section 10," p. 76.

118 Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism, p. 105.
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III. How Long Did It Take for Joseph Smith to Translate the Book of
Mormon? :

A. Under the "Mosiah first theory," Mosiah 1 to Moroni 10 (390
present 1981 edition pages, with the exception of "a few pages"
translated in March) took from April 7 to the end of May.
Subtracting time to eat, to sleep, to seek employment to earn money
for supplies, to restore the Aaronic and Melchizedek Priesthoods, to
make at least one (and possibly two) trips to Colesville, to baptize
Hyrum and Samuel, and to receive D&C Sections 6-13, there would seem
to be about 45 possible translating days here. This would mean
Joseph translated and Oliver took down on the average 8 present
pages per day.

1 Nephi to 2 Nephi 27 (100 pages) appears to have taken about 12
days in June, since we must allow most of the first week of June for
the move from Harmony to Fayette, some time to acquire the copyright
on June 11, several days for preaching and baptizing near Fayette,
and we must get at least to 2 Nephi 11:3 and probably to 27:12
before the Three Witnesses see the plates around 20 June. This
again would be about 8 pages per day. During this time, D&C
Sections 14-18 were also received and written.

The last 33 pages would have taken about 4 days if they
continued at the regular translating pace, or it is possible that
the translation of these last few pages was spread out over the last
10 days of June. Assuming the last 33 pages took about 6 days time,
whenever in the end of June those days may have been finished, the
total approximate maximum time involved in translating the entire
text can be estimated at 63 days (45 plus 12 plus 6), averaging

about 8 pages per day overall.
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B. Under the "1 Nephi first theory", 1 Nephi 1 through the
account of Jesus’ ministfy among the Nephites in 3 Nephi (with the
exception of the "few pages" translated in March) were translated in
about 33 working days (April 7 to May 15, subtracting a few days for
the activities mentioned above). This is some 460 pages in about 33
days, or an average of almost 14 pages per day.

The last 71 pages from the later part of 3 Nephi to the end of
the book would then have been translated from the middle of May and
the end of June, in which there would have been about 30 translating
days. Here they would have been averaging only 2.3 pages per day.

Thus, the "1 Nephi first" theory puts about 85% of the
translation into a very short time (33 days, April to May 15). The
"Mosiah first" theory still has the éntire work completed in around
63 working days. Either way, the pace was blistering. Consider
producing all of King Benjamin’s Speech--final copy, from start to
finish--(some 13 pages, Mosiah 1-6)--in less than a day and a half
(at the "Mosiah first" rate). This is staggering. On top of all
else that was going on during these weeks, this must have been quite
a time. As Oliver Cowdery says: "These were days never to be
forgotten--to sit under the sound of a voice dictated by the

inspiration of heaven, awakened the utmost gratitude of this bosom!

Day after day I continued, uninterrupted, to write from his mouth,

as he translated . . . the Book of Mormon."119

119 LDS Messenger and Advocate, 1 (October 1834), p. 14.

39



IV. Bibliography: Documents and Sources

Anderson, Richard L., "By the Gift and Power of God," Ensign 7:9
(September 1977), pp. 79-85.

Anderson, Richard L., "Gold Plates and Printer’s Ink," Ensign 6:9
(September 1976), pp. 71-76.

Anderson, Richard L., Investigating the Book of Mormon Witnesses (Salt
Lake City: Deseret, 1981).

Anderson, Richard L., "New Evidence from Modern Witnesses," Improvement
Era vol. 72: "The Scribe as Witness," 72:1 (January 1969), pp. 53-
59; "Martin Harris: The Honorable New York Farmer," 72:2 (February
1969), pp. 18-21; "The Certainty of the Skeptical Witness," 72:3
(March, 1969), pp. 62-67; "David Whitmer, The Independent Missouri
Businessman," 72:4 (April 1969), pp. 74-81; "The Most Interviewed
Witness," 72:5 (May 1969), pp. 76-83; "Five Who Handled the Plates,"
72:7 (July 1969), pp. 38-47; "The Smiths Who Handled the Plates,"
72:8 (August 1969), pp. 28-34; "The House Where the Church Was
Organized," 73:4 (April 1970), pp. 16-25.

Anderson, Richard L., "The Whitmers," Ensign 9:8 (August 1979), pp. 35-
40.

Anonymous, Letter to the Editor, "Birthplace and Family Residence of
Joseph Smith Jr," Historical Magazine (November 1870), pp. 315-16.

Backman, Milton V., Eyewitness Accounts of the Restoration (Provo:
Grandin Book, 1983/ SLC: Deseret Book, 1986).

Ball, I. B., "The Prophet’s Sister Testifies She Lifted the B. of M.
Plates" (interview of H. S. Salisbury, grandson of Catherine Smith
Salisbury, sister of Joseph Smith Jr., on August 31, 1954, in LDS
Archives).

Barrett, Ivan J., Joseph Smith and the Restoration: A History of the
LDS Church to 1846, rev. ed. (Provo: BYU Press, 1973), ch. 5.

Blackman, Emily C., History of Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania
(Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Hafflinger, 1873).

Blair, W. W., "Letter of W. W. Blair about Mr. Michael Morse" Saints’
Herald 28:11 (June 1, 1881), pp. 166-169.

Briggs, E. C., "Interview with David Whitmer," Saints’ Herald 31:5
(June 21, 1884).

Briggs, E. C., "A Visit to Nauvoo in 1856," Journal of History 9
(January 1916), p. 454.

Bushman, Richard L., Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1984), pp. 79-114.

40



CHC See Roberts, Comprehensive History of the Church.

Cook, Lyndon W., The Revelations of the Prophet Joseph Smith (Provo:
Seventy’s Mission Bookstore, 1981).

Copyright Certificate for the Book of Mormon, 11 June 1829, Northern
District of New York (Original in LDS Archive, Salt Lake City;
microfilm of another draft of this certificate is in 117:107,
Federal Copyright Records for N.D.N.Y., Sept. 1826-May 1831;
Microfilm Reel No. 27, Room LM-459, Copyright Office, James Madison
Bldg., Washington D.C.).

Cowdery, Oliver, "Letter to Hyrum," (June 14, 1829)--LDS Archives.

Cowdery, Oliver, "Letters I-VIII," Latter Day Saints’ Messenger and
Advocate, 1 (1834-35), pp. 13-16, 40-43, 77-80, 83-84, 94-95, 109-
12, 155-59, and 195-202, reprinted as Letters of Oliver Cowdery to
W. W. Phelps (Liverpool, 1844); also in Kirkham, New Witness, PP .
77-105, 393-406.

Cowdery, Oliver, W. W. Phelps ed., Letters by Oliver Cowdery to W. W.
Phelps on the origin of the Book of Mormon and the Rise of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Liverpool: Thomas Ward
& John Cairns, 1844).

Crawley, Peter, "A Bibliography of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in New York, Ohio, and Missouri," BYU Studies 12:4
(Summer 1972), 465-537.

Ensign Staff "The Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon," Ensign 13:12
(December 1983), pp. 31-51.

F.A.R.M.S. Update, "The ’'Golden’ Plates," (October, 1984).

F.A.R.M.S. Update, "Joseph Smith: Author and Proprietor," (August,
1985} .

F.A.R.M.S. Update, "How Long Did It Take Joseph Smith to Translate the
Book of Mormon?" (February, 1986).

Fenn, Lucius, "Letter to Birdseye Bronson, February 12, 1830," (original
in LDS Archives).

Gilbert, John H., "Memorandum made September 8, 1892," (original in LDS
Archives).

Godfrey, Kenneth W., "’'By the Gift and Power of God’: The Remarkable
Story of the Coming Forth of the Book of Mormon," A Symposium on the
Book of Mormon, BYU, 13-15 August 1986, Tenth Annual CES Symposium
(SLC: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1986), pp. 57-65.

Gunnell, Wayne C., "Martin Harris--Witness and Benefactor to the Book of
Mormon," (unpublished MA Thesis, Brigham Young University, 1955).

Gurley, Zenas, H., "Synopsis of a Discourse Delivered at Lamoni, Iowa,"

41



reported by S. F. Walker in Saints’ Herald, 26 (15 Dec 1879), pp.
360-371. :

HC See Roberts, ed., History of the Church.

History of Seneca County New York (Philadelphia: Everets, Ensign &
Everts, 1876).

Hubble, M. J., "Interview with David Whitmer," Richmond, Mo, 13 November
1886, Western Historical Manuscripts Library, University of
Missouri, Columbia, Mo. Published in BYU Studies, 14:483-486.

James, Rhett, The Man Who Knew (Cache Valley: Martin Harris Pageant
Committee, 1983).

Jenson, Andrew, "The Three Witnesses," Historical Record (May 1887),
6:195-219, from Millennial Star 44:86-87, lecture of Martin Harris,
recorded by Edward Stevenson in Salt Lake City, September 4, 1870,
published in Deseret News (November 30, 1881).

Jessee, Dean C., "The Original Book of Mormon Manuscript," BYU Studies
10:3 (Spring 1970), pp. 259-278.

Jessee, Dean C., "Joseph Knight’s Recollection of Early Mormon History,"
BYU Studies 17:1 (Autumn 1976), pp. 29-39.

Jessee, Dean C., The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith (Salt Lake City:
Deseret, 1984).

Joseph Smith Letterbook 1, Part I (1832 History) and Part II (Letters)
in LDS Archives, Joseph Smith Collection.

Kelley, W. H., "The Hill Cumorah," Saints’ Herald, 26:2, No. 420 (June,
15, 1879), pp. 190-91.

Kennedy, J. H., "The Three Witness of the Book of Mormon," Magazine of
Western History Illustrated 9:5 (March 1890), pp. 464-478.

Kimball, Stanley B., "The Anthon Transcript: People, Primary Sources,
and Problems," BYU Studies, 10:3 (Spring 1970), pp. 325-352.

Kimball, Stanley B., "Missouri Mormon Manuscripts: Sources In Selected
Societies," BYU Studies, 14:4 (Summer 1974), pp. 483-486.

Kirkham, Francis W., A New Witness for Christ in America, 1lst ed.
(Independence, Mo: Press of Zion’s Printing and Pub. Co., 1942).

Larson, Stanley R., "Changes in Early Texts of the Book of Mormon,"
Ensign 6:9 (September 1976), pp. 77-82.

Larson, Stanley R., "A Most Sacred Possession: The Original Manuscript
of the Book of Mormon," Ensign 7:9 (September 1977), pp. 87-91.

Larson, Stanley R., "A Study of Some Textual Variations in the Book

42



of Mormon comparing the Original and the Printer’s Manuscripts, and
the 1830, the 1837, and the 1840 Editions," (unpublished MA Thesis,
Brigham Young University, 1974.

Laub, Norman D., "He Knew David Whitmer," Ensign 11:9 (September 1981),
p. 63.

Mather, Frederick G., "The Early Days of Mormonism," Lippincott’s
Magazine 36 (1880), pp. 198-211.

McLellan, William E., "Letter" (February, 1870) in RLDS Archives
P13 f191.

"Modern Superstition--The Mormonites," Visitor or Monthly Instructor
(1841), pp. 61-64, 153-156, 237-239.

Noble, Joseph B., "Autobiographical Sketch 1810-1836," LDS Archives.
Noble, Mary Adeline Beman, "Autobiography 1810-1834," LDS Archives.

Nyman, Monte, "The Translation--A Marvelous Work and a Wonder" (n.p.,
n:d:.); 2 pp.

Ord, Gayle Goble, "From Golden Plates to Printing Press,” (1972
Manuscript; in LDS Archives), pp. 1-60. Cf. Ord, "The Book of
Mormon Goes to Press," Ensign, 2:12 (Dec 1972), pp. 68-69.

Parkin, Max H., "A Preliminary Analysis of the Dating of Section 10,"
Sidney B. Sperry Symposium January 27, 1979 (Provo: Brigham Young
University, 1979), pp. 68-84.

Parkin, Max H., in Mormon History Association Newsletter, 45 (Nov 1980),
pp. 2-4. '

Peterson, J. W., in Rod of Iron 1:3 (Feb. 1924).

Porter, Larry C., "A Study of the Origins of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints in the States of New York and Pennsylvania,
1816-1831" (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, BYU, 1971).

Porter, Larry C., "Dating the Restoration of the Melchizedek
Priesthood," Ensign 9:6 (June 1979), pp:. 5-10.

Porter, Larry C., "The Prophet’s New York Years: Restoration,
Publication, and Organization, 1829-1830," 18 October 1984 BYU
Lecture (forthcoming in BYU Religious Studies Center Monograph
Series). .

Reynolds, George, "History of the Book of Mormon," Contributor 5:2
(November, 1883), pp. 41-47; 5:5 (February, 1884), pp. 161-168; 5:9
(June, 1884), pp. 321-327; 5:10 (July, 1884), pp. 361-367.

Rich, Russell R., "The Dogberry Papers and the Book of Mormon," BYU
Studies 10:3 (Spring 1970), pp. 315-320.

43



Richards, Samuel Whitney, "Memorandum dated May 21, 1907 reporting
conversations in 1848 with Oliver Cowdery," (original in LDS
Archives).

Ricks, Stephen D., Joseph Smith’s Means and Methods of Translating the
Book of Mormon, FARMS Preliminary Report RIC-84 (Provo: FARMS,
1984).

Roberts, Brigham H., A Comprehensive History of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: Deseret,
1930).

Roberts, Brigham H., ed., History of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, 7 vols., 2nd ed. rev. (Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book, 1978), 1:18-80; cf. Times and Seasons 3 (May 2, 1842), pp.
TI2EE.

Saunders, Lorenzo, Unpublished Interview at Reading, Michigan, recorded
by William H. Kelly (17 Sept. 1884); in RLDS Archives.

Smith, Emma, "Last Testimony of Sister Emma," February 1879 Saints’
Advocate, 2:4 (Plano Illinois, October 1879), pp. 49-52, reprinted
in Saints’ Herald, 26:19 (Plano, Illinois, October 1, 1879), p. 290.

Smith, Emma Hale, "Emma Bidamon Letter to Mrs. George W.. [Emma]
Pilgrim," (Nauvoo, March 27, 1870), in RLDS Archives, P4 £20.

Smith, Joseph F., "Memorandum of April 25, 1918, reporting comments
made by David Whitmer to Joseph F. Smith and Orson Pratt," (original
in LDS Archives).

Smith, Lucy Mack, dictation to Martha Jane Knowlton Coray, Preliminary
Manuscript #1 (1845-1847) of Lucy Mack Smith’s History of Joseph
Smith, later edited by Howard Coray (Manuscript #2), and finally
published by Orson Pratt as Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith
the Prophet in 1853. Both manuscripts in LDS Archives.

smith, Lucy Mack, Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet and
his Progenitors for Many Generations, 1lst ed. (Liverpool: S. W.
Richards, 1853).

Smith, Lucy Mack, "Letter to Solomon Mack, January 6, 1831," (original
in LDS Archives).

Smith, Robert F., "’'Translation of Languages’ (hermeneia glosson, 1 Cor.
12:10)," (unpublished manuscript, 1980).

Snow, Stephen R., in Mormon History Association Newsletter 44 (June
1980), p. 15.

Stocker, Rhamanthus M., Centennial History of Susquehanna County,
Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: R.T. Peck & Co., 1887).

Tiffany, Joel, "Among The Mormons," Tiffany’s Monthly 5:1-3 (May-July,
1859), pp. 46-51, 119-21, 163-70 (interview with Martin Harris).

44



Tucker, Pomeroy, Origin, Rise, and Progress of Mormonism (New York:
D. Appleton & Co., 1867).

United States Statutes at Large, vols. 2-4 (Boston: Little & Brown,
1850, 1861, 1860, respectively)--selected sections concerning the
Northern District Circuit of New York.

Van Wagoner, Richard and Steven C. Walker, "Joseph Smith: ‘The Gift of
Seeing’," Dialogue, 15:2 (Summer, 1982), pp. 48-68.

Weed, Edward Thurlow, Life of Thurlow Weed, Including His Autobiography
and a Memoir, 2 vols., ed. Harriet A. Wood (Boston: Houghton,
Mifflin & Co., 1884).

Whitmer, David, "Interview," Chicago Times (August 7, 1875), p. 1.

Whitmer, David, "The Last Man of the Men Who Attested to the Truth of
the Book of Mormon," interview and article in Chicago Times (October
17, 1881), reprinted in the Chicago Tribune (December 17, 1885); p.
3, and reprinted but introducing typographical errors in Deseret
News (November 10, 1881). '

Whitmer, David, An Address to All Believers in Christ (Richmond, Mo:
David Whitmer, 1887).

Whitmer, David, interview by J. L. Traughber, Jr. (October 13, 1879),
published portions in Saints’ Herald 26 (November 15, 1879), p. 341.

Whitmer, David, statement of September 15, 1882, in Braden and Kelly
Debate February 12 to March 8, 1884 (St. Louis: Christian Publ. Co.,
n.d.; and Independence, Mo: Herald House, 1913}, p« 186.

Whitmer, David, "Questions asked of David Whitmer at his home in
Richmond, Ray County, Mo., Jan. 14, 1885 by Z. H. Gurley," (original
in LDS Archives).

Wood, Wilford, compiler, Joseph Smith Begins His Work, 2 vols. (SLC:
Deseret News Press, 1958).

Woodford, Robert J., The Historical Development of the Doctrine and
Covenants 2 vols. (Ph.D. Disseration: B.Y.U., April 1974), 1:200-
217.

Wyl, Wilhelm (von Wymetal), Mormon Portraits, I, Joseph Smith the
Prophet (SLC: Tribune Printing and Publishing Co., 1886).

Young, Brigham in Journal of Discourses (London: Latter-day Saints Book
Depot, 1854-1857), 2:179-81, 248-51; 3:230-31; 5:52-55; 19:36-39.

Zobell, Albert L., Jr., "Writing Paper for the Book of Mormon
Manuscript," Improvement Era 72:2 (February, 1969), 54-55,

(c) F.A.R.M.S. revised 3-0CT-86; 1st edition, 4 September 1986.

45



e~ 8 - - - . ~ - .
Cf am = = S - -

A .:—'3"-— ' ° Coe\jf\shf -’kp(vl\cn—huh'

. 5 I ne ol i (Y% ?,C,
‘/Azz;- Distrct .
V/gzr%,é/o\ §G¢Som\\. . .
| e 1t rememoensd, oS, oo 2L FT__ |
" T R et |
MAQ.AM; o t-\_\-\z:.f pa whswis

" \%{m @w\m&k, ho T "i%&&& . y@ﬁqgga

_‘\:;‘.n. 7b \‘\mmﬁ\\,u‘mw\ ‘{——“Jm.{nf *'
. L .’ ' -94.42; m\hm\&hm ,\bw\k )(M

. w3ty

act o the :g. . n%«vwnk o\ qu.mu\%, %13 becwm\% t!w eo‘u.b o\ 3.\9&\:, o !
%‘X\ﬁ.ﬁs, and, ) ; ' \n the authow and \.W'v\t.\m o\ such oo\us, (\.m'u\% the . ‘
¥imed \M“. - and, u.‘.ao %o \h act entitled ¢ Jow act m‘“hmcﬂ-

i s ¥ =

wry %o an act u\\ \e ‘M act \w the c.mm'uéemu\\‘. o‘tkmu\m.%, Qu% su\wu\%
the eo\\u o\NG: _- es‘w\\a and (&m‘u ‘o gu. authors and ‘w.o‘xu\m c\ such
1 . u\\u &wmw‘ \Xu lw Yhertin “m 'm:.n\m\d. n.N\. c.).\uu\.u\% the hr\%\a \x\u&- .

l \o\hw&

(B
ey

»Z‘?a.z‘}/{z L .,n.r/;.‘/:-a

45A .-
s 4l (€7

P



MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE. . . (vel. ) 12

Letters o-(: Oliver Cewicdery,
I, N, , Vi

46

I7” The follewing ecmumunication was de-
signed to bave berm published in the last No.
of the Star; but owing to & press of other mat-
ter it was laid over for this No. of the Mes-
senger and Advocate.  Bince it was written,
upon further reflection, we bave thought that
a full history of the riss of the charch of the
Latter Day Saints, and the most interesting
parts of its progress, to the present time,
would be worthy the perusal of the Bainta.=
If circumstances admit, an article oo this sub-
ject willappear in each subsequent No. of the
Messenger and Advocate, until the time whes
the church was driven from Jeckson Co. Mo.
Ly a lawless banditti; & such otber remarks
as may be thought appropriats and interest-
ing. : .

That cur sarrative may bs eosrect, and pas-
ticularly the intsodaction, it is propes %o is-
form our patrons, that eur brother J. Serrm
j7- bas offered 10 assist us. Inde.d, there are
many items connected with tLhe fors pert of
this subjeet Lhat rendey bis labor indispensible.
With his labor and with authentic documents
now in our possession, we hopeto render this
& pleasing and agreeabls narrelive, well wasth
the exauination and perneal of the Brinte.—
To do justice to this subject will require tims
and space: we therefore ask the fovbearance
ofonrmtkn,maﬁn;lh.lhﬂ.h shall bs
fonldodupouﬁdl.

Norton, Medina co. Ohio, Sabbalb
evening, Scptember 7, 1834

Dzar BaoTuss,—

Before Iuvmghomc
I promised, if I tarriod long, to writeg
and while a few moments are now al-
lowed me for reflection, aside (rom
‘the cares and common conversation of
my (riends in this place, | have thought
that were | (o communicats them to
you, might, perhaps, if they should aot
prove especially beneficial to yourself,
by confirming you in the faith.of the
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gospel, at least be interesting,
bes pleaved our heavenly Father to call
ws both to rejoice in the same hope of
recraal life.  And by giving them pub-
licity, some thousands who have cu-
braced the same covenant, mmy lcarn
something more purticular upoa the rise
of thie church, in this lust time. And
while the gray cveniug is fast chang-
ing into & sctilcd darkness, my heart
responds with the bappy millions who
aru in the presence of the Lamb, and
are past the power of tempiation, in
rendering thanks, though feelly, to the
same Parent

Another day bas passcy, into that, to
us, boundless ocean, ETea~ITs! where
acarly aix thousand ycars have gooc
before; and what flits acrass the mind

"like am electric shack is, that it will |

pever returu! Whether it has been
well improved or not; whetber the pris-
ciples emanating from nix who *hal-
lowed” it, have becen obscrveds or
whether, like the common mass of time,
it has been hecdlessly spent, is not for
me 1o say—one thing | can say—It can
mever bo recalled!—it has rolled in to
assist in filling up the grand space do-
ererd ia the mind of its Author, till ne-
sure shall have ccased her work, and
#ime its accustoned revolutions—when
s Loed shall huve completed the gath-
esing of his elect, and with them cnjoy
that Sabbath which shall never end'
©Oan Friday, the Sth, in company with
our brother Joemen Ssyavm jr. 1 left
Kistland for this place (New Portage,)
® attend the conference previously ap-
pointed. To be penmitted, once more,
%0 travel with this brother, oecasions
refloctions of no ordinary kind Many
have beem the fateagues and privations
which bave fallen to my lot to eadure,
fos the gospet’s sake, since 1828, with
this beuther. Our road bas frequent-
ty beem sprcad with the *fowler’s
sagse,” and our persons sought with
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since it!

the cagerness, of the Savage's forocity,
for innocent blood, by men, either hear
ted to desperation by the insinuations
of those who profcsscd to be “guides-
and way-marks™ to the kingdom of glo-
ry, or tho individoals thcmselves!—
This, ] confcus, is & dark picture to
spread before our patrons, but they will
pardon my plainucee when 1 assure
them of tho truth. In fact, God has
so ordered, that the refiections which ]
ain permitted to cast upon my past life,
rclative W & knowledge of the way of
salvation, are rendercd ‘doubly endenr-
ing.” Not only have I boen gracivus-
ly preserved from wicked and unsee-
sonable men, with this our brother, but
[ have scen the fruit of perseverance
'in proclaiming the everlasting gospel,
immcdistely aflcr it was declared to
the world in these lastdsys, in a man-
per not to be furgotten while heaven
gives my common iutellect. And what
serves o render the refloction past ex-
preusion on this point is, that from Ais
band Jd received baptism, by the direc-
tion of the angel of Ged—the first re-
ceived iato this church, in this day.

Near the time of the setting of the
Sun, Subbathevening, April 5th, 1628,
my natural eycs, for the first time be-
held this brothes. He then resided in
Hannony, Susquchanua county Pena.
Qu Monday the 6th, 1 assisted him in
arrauging some business of a temporal
natuse, and on Tuesday the 7th, com-
menced to write the book of Mormosn.
These  were days never wo be forgut-
ten—to sit under the sound of a voice
dictated by the imspiration of heaven,
awakened the utmost gratitude of this
bosom! Day afier day I econtinued,
uniatesrupted, to writefrom his mouth,
as he translated, with the Urim and
Thummim, or, as tho Nephitcs whould
have said, ‘““Intcrpreters,” tho history,
or record, called “The book of Mor
m” o .
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Tonotice, ia even few words, the 10~
tefesting account given by Mormon,
und his faithful sou Moroni, of & pco-
ple once beloved and favored of beav-
en,would supcrccde my present de-
sign: | shall therefore defer this to a

whoes craft would have been in dan-
ger, if onoc permitted to shine in the
{aces of men, they were no longer to
vs; and we only waited for the com-
mandmcent to be given, “Arise and bo
Laptized.” ‘

future period, and as | said in the in-

This was not long dosired bofore i

troduction, pass more dircctly to soinc! was realized. The Lord, who is rich
few incidents immediately connected: in mcrey, and cver willing 0 answer
with the risu of this church, which may: the cousistent prayer of the humble, af-
Io eutertaining to some thousands who! tcr we had called upon him in o fervent
bave stepped forward, amid the frowns| manner, asidc from the abodes of mes
of bigots and the calumny of hypocrites,'eondeocended to manifest to us his will'
and cinbraced the guspel of Christ. 'Onn sudden, os from the midst of cien

No men in their sober scnses, eould! nity, the voios of the Redoemer spake
translato and write the directiona giv-| peace to us, while the vail was parted
en to the Nephites, from the mouth of | and the angel of God came down clo-
the 8Savior, of the precise manncr in| thed with glory, and delivered the anx-
which men should build up his church, | iously looked for mecssage, and the
and cspecially, when corruption h.dl keys of tho gospel of repestasosi—
epread an uncertaiuty over all forms' What joy! what wonder! what amaze-
and systems’ practiced among m,,{mem! While the world were nckeduni_
without dearm‘ a prﬂ)ksc of .bo'ins' distracted—while millions were

tho willinguess of the heart by being
buricd in the liquid grave, to answer a
**good conncience by the resurrcction of
Jesus Christ” :

Afer writing tho aceount given of]|
the Savior’s ministry to the remnant of |
the sced of Jacob, upon this coatinent,
it was casily to be soen, as the proph-
ct said would be, that darkness cover-
od the earth and gross durkncss the
minds of the poople. On roflecting
further, it was as casily to bLe seen,
that amid tle great strifc and noise
concerning religion, mone had author
ity from God to edminister the erdi-
nonces of the gospel. For, the ges-
tion might be asked, have men author-
ity to adininister in tho name of Christ,!
who deny revelations! when Ais testi-}
mony is no less than the spiritof proph-
ecy? and his religion bascd, built, and
sustained by immediste revelations in
all ages.of the world, whea he hes bad

ing as tho blind for the wall, and while
all men were resting upon uncertainty,
as o general mass, our eyes bebeld—
our ears heard. As in the “blase of
day;” yes, more—above the glitter of
the May Sun beam, which then shed
its brilliancy over the face of naturel
Then his voice,though mild, pieroed
to the center, and his words, ‘] am
thy fellow.servant,” dispelied every
fear. We listened—we gazod~we
admired! . "Twas the voice of the an-
gel from glory~'twas a message from
the Most High! end as we heard we
rejoiced, while his love enkindled upca
our squls, and wo were rapt in the vie-
ion of the Almighty! Whepe was
svom for doubtt No wherc: oncere
tainty had flod, doubt had sunk, mo
more to rise, whilo fiction and decep-
tion had fled forever! - . | »
But, dcar brother think, further think .
fora moment, what joy filled our hearts

a people on carth? I thesc facts were
baricd, and carefully concealed by m'
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and with whai surprise we must have
"bowed,(for who would not bave bowed .



1é MESSENGER A

ND ADVOCATE.

the knee fosr such & ULlessing?) when
we reccived under his hand the holy
pricsthood, as be said, ‘‘upom you my
fcllow servants, in the namc of Messi-
ah | coafer this priesthood and this au*
thority, which shall remain upon earth,
that the sons of Levi may yet offer an
offeriag unio the Lord in rightoous-
noeal® .
1 shall not attcmpt to paint to you the
" feclings of this heart, nor the majestic
beauty and glory which surrounded us
on this occasionj but you will belicve
me when I say, that earth, nor men,
with the cloquence of time, cannot be-
gin to clothe language in as intcresting
and sublime a manncr os this holy por
sonage. Noj nor has this earth pow-
er to give the joy, to bestow the peace,
oz comprehend the wisdom which was
contained in cach scatencoas they were
delivered by tho power of the Holy
8pirit! Man may - deceive bis fellow
man; deception may follow deceplion,
and the children of the wicked one may
have power 0 seduce the foclish and
untaught, till nought but fiction feeds
the many, and the fruit of falschood
carries in its current the giddy to the
grave; but ons touch with the finger
of his love, yes, one ray of glory from
the upper world, or one word from the
mouth of the Savior, from the bosom
of eternity, strikes it all into insignifi-
ocance, and blots it forever from the
mind! The assurance that we were in
the presence of an angel; the certainty
that we beard the voicc of Jesus, and
tho truth umsullicd as it Bowed from a

pure personage, dictated by the will of

God, is to me, past description, and |
shall ever look upon this expression of
the Savior’s goodness with wonder and
thanksgiving whilc l am permiued to
tasry, and in thoss mansions where
perfecuon dwells and sm never cumes,
I bope 0 edore i@ Ut DAY wiuch
shall never consel®
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To~dny the church in this place as-
scmbled, and were sddrcssed on the
great and important subject of salva-
tion by brother Jaren Canres, follow-
ed by brother Sioxsvy Rievon. The
cheering truths ally and eloquently
advanced by these brothrem were like
ssgpples of gold in baskets of silver.”—
TMe saints listencd with altention, after
which bread was broken, and we offer-
cd another mcmoris! to our Lord thas
we remembered him.

1 must clowe for tho present: wmy
candle is qoite extinguished, and all na-
ture scema locked in silence, shrouded
in darkness, and eujoying that repose
80 necessary 1o this life. But the pe-
riod i rolling on when uight will close,
and those who are found wosthy will
inherit that city whero meither the
light of the sun nor mooa will be peces-
sary! “for the glory of God will light
en it, and the Lamb will be the lighs
thercol.™ -

0. COWDERY.
To W. W, Pusrrs, Esqg.

P. 8. 1 shall writo you sguis o®
the subject of the Cofcrence. O. C..
—'-T-will hereafler give you a foll history of
the rise of this church, uptothtﬁne-u.h‘
in my intrcduction; which will necessarily
embrace the life snd character of this brother.
¥ shall therefore Jeave the history of baptiss,
&ec il its proper place.

e
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LETTERIV. © '

To W. W. Phelpsy Eog. .

‘ In my last, publish-
cd inthe §4 No. of the Advocase I

s

,apologized for the bricf manner ia\f\_.\’ﬁ

hich

Ishould be eblige

ive, iy
the St

o'&

18

has bcea rpeceived It was
wish to bo dndorstood that 1 cosld not
give theleading itcme of overy Imper
tant occurrence, st Joast eo far as
would effoct my duty to my fellowmon,
in such as contsined important infur-
mation tipon the subjoct of doctrine,
eand as would render it intelligibly
inj but as thore are, in &
many vesssls, 20 in the history
of 8 work of this magnitude, many
ltome which would be intoresting
thoss who follow, sre forgotten. In
fact, | doom overy manifostation of the
Holy Bpirit, dictating the hearts of the
saints in tho wuy of righteousness, to
be of importance,, and this is one res-

son why | plend an apology.

You will recollect that I mentioncd
tho time of a religi
Palmyrs aod vicinity to have boen in
the 15th ycar of our brother J. Bmith
Jr's, ago—that was ancrrorinthetype
—it id bave beon in the 17th.—
You will plcase remember this correc-
tion, as it will bo necessary for the full
understanding. of what will follow in
time. This would bring the dato doyn
to tho ycar 1623,

1 do not deem it o be neccesary to
write furthor oa tho subject of this ex-
citsmept. It is doubled by meny

whether any real or casentinl good|ing

cver resulted from such cxcitemonts,
whilo others advocate theiz propricty
with warmth.

The mind is easily called up to re-

- flection a matter of such im-
" portance, and it is just that it should
i but thore is & regrot occupying

the hoart whea we oounsider the decp
enxioty: of thousands,  who aro lcad
away With-g vain. imogination, or &

lees no beticr than the
idlo wind or tho spider’s web.

But if others wcre not bencfited,
our brother was urged forward and
strengthened in the determination to
know for himself of the ecriainty-and
reality of purc and roligion.—
And 1t is only noccssary for mo to say,
that while this cxcitement continued,
ho continued to call upon the Losd in
sccret for & full manifestation of di-
vinc approbation, and for, to himg, the
,all important - information, if o Su-
,prema boing did exist, to have as-
jsurance that he was accopted of him.
_This, most assuredly, was correct—
it was nght The Lord bas said,

to
church. Bince then yours Crn‘w
act ny WD ADVOCATE.

excitement, in |t

tapts to judgwment. Bwt to

& w'iecaver will, mmy come
: Wdt&mdﬁl{fm,
,‘ .

T deny a humble penitent sinner a
rcfreshing draught from this most
of all fountains, and most i
al! refreshments, to a thiraty eoul, is e

be
M.

&

sm!mn_uerfor;hfullpufowot

sinner is footstool. ;
+ These sacrec end impostant promi-
scs are lovked upta in"our day es bo-
ing given, either to another peop
orin a figuratively form, and conse-
quently roquire spiritualizing, Dot
| {

those passs
cmﬁonofﬁ world, and of
cree of its Maker to bring ijts inhabi-

with my narmative~—

On the evoning of tho S1st of
tomber, 1828, previous to retiring to
rest, our brother’s mind was unusual -
ly wrought up on the subject which
had o0 Inn‘f agitated his mind-—his
hcart was drawnout i fervent prayer,
mdhiswl:h-o\dmntlolonb o&:
.ry thing of a tcmporal nature,
carth, to him, bad lost its claims, and
all ho desired was (0 be preparedin
communs with somc kind
messenger who could communicate (o
him the desircd informstion of his ae-
coptance with God.  .E L
At length tho family rotired, and he,
as usual, bent his way, though in ai-
lence, where others might have rested

long since, and his word remains sicad-

their weary frames “locked fast in

(ast, thetfo him who kmocks it sha'll sloep’s embraoc;™ but repeas bad fled, ¢
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and eccustomed elumber hed sproad|most
ber sofreshing hand gver others be-| from

_ sido him—he continued atill 8o pray—
his heart, 1
durato, was

&"I.I- a  sppearance; ebd
¥ ilame ia (he . eacred aoatp
tures we have the (act recorded whese

h once hard and ob- els appearcd and conversod with
udthtuind:c'n._a

there was no dificulty on the

which had oftcn fitted, like the “wild | part of the individuals, to endure theid

bird of
drivon (rom its purposc.

ge,” had- scitled upoa a | prescace; and others where their
dotcrmincd basis not to be decoyodor| was so cons icuous that they

oould

not cadure. last description oe

I» this situation bours passcd un-|appearance is the one to which I refes;

nembcred—how many or how few 1{when I say thas it
know not, ncither is he able to inform | deacribo their glory. .

me; but supposce it must havo bocn

cleveam or twclve, and perhaps later, | ticulars as

is no easy task (0
Buli(mn{hewllu) relate tho par
ur asigivon+—The stature of

as tho noisa and bustlc of tho family, | this personage was a little abovs tho

i retiring, had long since coased.—
While continuing in pr: yer for a man-
ifcotation in some way that

garment
hs sins|the appearance of

wore forgivon; ende wring to ¢xer-!ceam.

civo faith sn tho scripto-es, on a sud-

Though fé&r wns hnuhedfm hb

den a light like that of Jay, only of a|heart, yot his surpriso wus no less

purcr and far more gloriouy appearane | when he heard hig
and brightness, burst into the room.— | be a messen
Indoed, to use his own description, | of the Lord, to delivera ;

the first sight was as though the
was filled with

naturelly Le expected,

tremities of tho body. It was, how-
evor, followed with a calmness and se-

renity of mind, and an overwhelming | chosens

rapture of joy that surpassed nndcr-|mot, to
standing, and in 2 momocnt & porson-|are, that 8o flesh

age stood bofore him.

Notwithstanding tho room was pre-
viously filled with light above tho
brightnoss of tho sun, as I have bofore
described, yet there soomed to bo an
additional ‘h?'lory surroundiug or accom-
panyi porsonage, which shone
with nng. increased dogreo of briliancy,
of which hs was in the midet; and
though his countenanc was as lighten-
ing, yet it wasef s pleasing, innocent
and glorious nco, 80 much so,
that gvo l‘e:rp:::.bmuhod from the
hoart, and aothing but calmness perva-

It is no easy task to describe the ap-
pearance of o. messenger from tho
. skiege—i ».J:doubt: there -boing an

individual clothed with perishable clay,
who inlhe: e to do this work. To be
sure, appeared to his a
tles aftor hia rcsurrection, and “P?;
not learn as they were in the least dif-
ficultied to look upos him; but from

John's dcscriztion upoa Patmos, we |to tingle, and wherever it ahall be

lcarn that he
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& | has chosen the foolish thin
shock or soamsation, visible te the ex-{world to confound the

himeelf te
ger sent by commandmang
mes>

{ douse soge, andrlo m’?mmm hig
consuming and un-|sine were fargiven, an ia prayers
qucnchab:‘ ﬁrle.ghThis l::den ap-| were fm i .
a light so bright, as must | might be fu which

bright, as g ulfilled,

beard; and that tho sariptures:
say=—~4God/
gs of
which
:ighm and base things of the
things wich are despised,

Yoo, and things

bring to

.E‘,g
Efﬁise

5
F

resenos. Therefore, ss
will proceed todoa marv
among this people,’even a
work and & wondory the wisdom,
their wise shall perish, and the pndes-.
standing of their prudant shall, bo hidg.
forlocordintib his covenant which
be mado with his ancient saints, his:
people, the house of lerasl, miist coms .
to a knowledge of the gospel, and own
that Messiah whom their s Yej :
Ed,enﬁu]ndgth them the fulness of the -
es bo gathered in, fo rejeicain .
one fold under one Shepherd.” ; .. »
‘ﬁ‘Tbjl cannot bs brought &hou Py «
til first cortain pro tngs age -
mmPUMfNNhﬂge Lerd pue-
posad in his own mind., He hau there-,.
fore choscn you as an instrument ia -
bis haad to bring to light that whijel -
shalljperform his act, his atrange pet,:
and bring to pass a marvelous ‘werk. -
aod a wondes. Wharever the soumd
shall go it shall cause the ears of mea -

pro- .

S

b
&

i

thers represented as'claimed, the purs in beart shll pejoios, !
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whilc thone’ who draw nrar te God
with their mouths, and honur him with
their lips, whils their bcarts aro far
from him, will sock s ovcrthrow, and
the destruction of those by whoss
bands it is carried. Therofore, mar
vel mot if your mamc is medca deri-
sion, and bed ms a by-word ammog
sech, if you aro the is:trumtmt is
bringing it, by the giNt of God, to the
kaow tho .pd"

He thoa p. gavo a
eral account of the jpromiscs nmm
tho fatbers, and also guve & history of
bovigines of thts counstry, and

Abnlm!z. He reproecntd
onco being en enlightencd and intelli-
posscssinga cerrect knowl-
edgo of the gospel, and the plan of res-
toration aod redemption. llo said
this history was writicn and deposited
notfufrundulphee,nnd that it was
our brother's privilege, if obodient to
the ts of the Lord, to
cbtain, and translate the same by the
. 'Tu of l!; Urim : Thummim,
ich wore i that purposs
vnhthamo«r‘ed ’
- #Yet,” said he, *the ]

UL
ik

ion did mot wholly characterizs all
his proceedinge in o it, the
advorsary of truth would overcome

Whilo describing tho place whore
the record was he gave e
snnuto relation of it, and the vision of

lis mipd being opeacd ot the same
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:i:l‘;"bu:d“ choody o vicw it crit-
¥3 rev uaio-
ted with thepplaoc. e b::'lh::‘lo fol-
Jlow the dircction of the visiom, afles-
wand, according to the voics of the an-
gch and obtin tho book. -

1 cloao for the preeent by subscrib-

ing mywell as ever, yous I

OLIVER COWDERY.
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teh

part, of a disposition to prosecute a sub-.
Ject »o dear 0 me and 0 i )
evcry saint, living as we do m the du
when the Lord bes begun to fulfil b
eov::’-nu to his lvng-dispersed and af-
flie
Since my last yours of May end June
have boeen feceived. Jt will not be exe
pected that [ shall di o0 far from
myobjecl.ulog into particular es-
planations on difiorent items cootained
in yours; but as all men are deeply ie-
tcrested on the great matter of revela-
tion, | indulgea hope that you will pre-
scat such facts as are plain and uncan=
trovertible, both {rom our former scrip-
tures and the book of Mormoa, to show
that such is not cousisient with
the characier of the but sbsolute-
ly necessary to the fulfillment of thes
sacred volume, so tenaciously admired
by professors of religion—I mean that
You have, no doubt, as well as my-
eelf, frequently heard thoee who do nat
pretcnd to an * L belief in
the Lord Jesus, sy, with those who doy
that, (to use a familiar Pbm:'fll “amy
tuge can be played upan the bible:”—=
What js bere means o be conveyed, §
sup is, that proo{ can be ]
from that volume, (0 suppost &s -maoy

cboose:oneuyinglhiui-lhamnﬂ
the other, this is the way, w the
third sayae, that it is all du.au'l.lht
he can *play this tupe upon it if
this is so, alas for our condition: admit
this to be the case, and either wicked

»//

Letter VI

TO W. W. PHELPS,
Dxas Brorass:—Circumsiances ha-

ving heretofore intervcoed to preveot
my addressing you previously upon the

the sacred mony
precious. items which were plain of
comprehension, for the main purpoes
of building themscives up 10 the tri=
fling things of this word, yet, whea i

|is carefully examined, & nmifhl fore

ward consistency will be found, suffi-
ciont to check the vicious boart of man
and teach him to revere a word 80 pre=
cious, handeddo'nmmfr?mm fae
thers, tcachiog us that by faith we can
approach the same benevolent Being,
and receive for ourselves a sure word

history of this church, you will oot at-
. tribute the neglect to any want G @y
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things within the vail, where pence,
rightcousness and harmouy, ia one un-
interrupted round, feast the inhabitnots
of those bliss(ul regions in cudless day.

Scarce can the reflecting mind be
Lrought to contemplate those scencs,
without asking, for whom are they held
in resevo, and by whom are they 1o
be cnjoved? Have we an intvrost
therc! Do our fathers, who have wa-
ded through aflliction and adver-ity,
who have Lean cast out {rom the soci-
ety ~f this world, whase icars havg,
times without number, watered their
furrowed face, while mourning over
the corruption of their fellow-nwn, an
inheritance in those mansions? If so,
can they without us be made perfect?
Will their joy bo full till we rost with
them? And is their efficacy and vir-
tue sufficient, in the blood of a Baviar,
who groaned upon Calvary’s summit,
to exjate our sins and cleanse us from
all unrightcousnesst 1 trust, that as
individuals acquainted with the mfm’pal.
throngh rcpentance, baplism and keep-
ing the commandments of that same
Lord, we shall cventually, bo brought
to partake in the fulness of that which
we now ouly participate-—the full on-
joymént of the preveace of cur Lord.
Happy indeed, will be that hour to' all
the saints, and above all to he desired,
(for it never ends,) when men will
agein mingle praise with those who do
always behold the face of our Father
who is in henven.

You will remember that ip my last
I brought my subject down to the even-
ing, or night of the 21st of September,
1823, and gave an outline of the con-
versation of the angel upon the impor
tant fact of the blessings, promises and
covenants to lsrael, and the great man-
ifestations of favor to the world, in the
ushering in of the fulness of the goe-
pel, to prepare the. way. for the socond
advent of the: Mestiah;:when: he-comes:
in the glory of the Father with the holy

s

' remarkable fact is to be noticed
with regard to this vision. In ancient
time the Lord warned some of his ser-
vants in dreams: (or instance, Joseph,
the husband of Mary, wre warned ina
dream to tako the voung ohild and his
mother, and flce into Egypt: also, the
wrez men were warmed of the Lord in
a dream not to return to Herod; and
when ¢sout of Egypt the Son was call-
od,” the angel of the Lord appeered in

s dream to Joseph aguin: also he wag -
warned in a dream to:turn aside into
the parts of Galilce. Such were the
manifestations to Joscph, the (avored
descondant of the father of the faithful
in dreams, and in them the Lord ful-
filled his purposes: But the ane of
which 1 have bcen speaking is what
would have becn called an opea visioa.
And though it was in- the night, yet it
was not a dream. There is no room
for conjecture in this matter, and to
talk of doccption would be to sport
with the common eense of every man
who knows when he is awake, when he
soos and when he doss not sce.

He could not have been deceived in
the fact thut a being of some kind ap-
peared tn him; and that it was an hea~
venly one. the fulfillmant of his words,
so minutely. up te this time, in addi
tion to the truth and word of salvation
which has boen doveloped to this gen-
eration, in the book of Mormon,

t be conclusive b:vadenea' to the mind
of every man who is privileged to heag
of the same. He \npo awake, aod in
solemn prayer, as’ will bear in
mind, when the angel roade his appear-
ances {rom that glory which su

ed him the room was lit up to a perfect
brilliancy, so that darkness wholly die~
sppoarcd: he heard his words with his
cars, and received a joy and happiness
indescribable by hearing that his own
sins were furgiven, and his {ormes
transgreasions to he remembered against
him no more, if he thon continued to
walk before the Lord ancording to his
holy commandmonts. He alsn saw
him depart, tho light and glory with-
draw, leaving a calmaness and pesce of
soul the lan, of man to paint
Wea ho docsived?” P

Far from this; for the vision was re-
mewed twice before - morning, uafold-
ing farther and still farther the mye
terics of godliness and those things to
come. In the moraing he went o bis
labor as usual, but acon the vision of
the' heavenly messenger was renowed,
instracting him to go immediately and
view those things of which he had
becn inforined, with & promise that he
should obtain them if ho followed the
dircctions and went with an eye single
1o the glory of God. © "~ b

. Accordingly he repaircd.to the place
which had thus beep described. But it
Is necessury to give you more fully the °

express instructiops of the angel, with
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regard to the object of this work in

whizh our brother had now engrged— errand, he knew

Tle was to reemboer that it was the|g
with the thought or bope of obtainieg

his mind would bo cdarricd back to
former reflectiod of
wealth, grandeura

arriving at the

work of the Lurd, to (ulfil certain prom-
iscs proviously madeto a branch of ile
house of Isracl, of the tribc of Joscph,
and when it should be brought foit"
must be dono cxpressly with an eye, aa
1 said Lofore, singlo to the glory of
Gud, uad the wellare and restoration
«of the housc of Isracl.

Y will understand, then, that no
muiive of a pecuniary, ov carthly pe-
ture, was tw bo suilercd to take tho lead
of the heart of the man thus favored.
The allurements of vice. the contami-
pating influence of wealth, without the
direct guidance of the Holy Spirit, must
have no place in the heurt nor bo suf-
fered to tnke (rom it that warm desire
for the glory and kingdom of the Lord,
or, instcad of obtaining, disappointment
and regmof would most assuredly fol-
low. Such was the instruction and
this the caution.

Alternatoly, as we could naturally
expect, tho thought of the previous vis-
jon was ruminsting in his mind, with
a reflection of the brightnesa and glory
of.the heavenly micsscnger; but sguin
a thought would start acrous the mind
ou tho prospects of obisining so desira-
ble a troasurc—ono in all Auman prob-
ability sufficicnt to raisc him above
a level with tho common carthly for-
tance of his fellow men, and relicve
his family from want, in which, by mie-
fortunc and sickacss they were placed.

It is very matusa) to supposs the
mind would rovolve upon thosc eccacs
which had passcd, when those who had
acquircd a little of this world’s ﬁ:"’d“‘
tﬂ indust! and cconomy, wi the

ssings of bealth or fricuds, or by art
and intrigue, from the pockets of the
day-laborer, or the widow and tho fath-
cricss, had by with a stiff neck
and a cald

rt,. acorning the virtu-
ous becausc thoy: were poor, nml Jord-
inj ‘over:thosc: who-wero su to
su: er the miscries of this life. .
Alternately did theso, with & swilt
" gefleciion of the words of the boly mes-
scoger,—*Romember,  that be who
does this work, who is thus favored of
the Lord, must do it with nis cye single
to tho glory of the same, and the wel-
farc and restoration of

who communic .
bim 6irsy and tho other with

and reflections like thoso previopsly
montioned—oontrasting bis.former. apd

the scatiered | present &

for whea he calmly refiected tipon his

thet if God did sot
ive, ho could not obtaing and agaity

verty, abose,—
case, uatil bofore
l;lwc deecribed, this
wholly occupicd his desiro; and whea
he thouth upan tho fact of what was
previously shown him, [t was only with
an sssuranco that he should obtain,
and accomplish his desire in rolieving:
himself and {ricnds from want,

A history of tho inhabitants who
poopled this continent, previous fo ite
being discovered 10 Europiams by Co-
lumbus, must be interesting to cvery
man; and as it would develope the im=
portant fact, that the prescnt raco were
descendants of Abraham, and were fo
be remembered in the immnutable cove
cnant of the Most Uigh to that mas,
and bo restored to a knowledge of the
gospel, that thoy, with all nations might
rejoice, sccmed to Inspiro further
thoughts of gain and incoms (0B, such
a valuablo history. Surely, thoaght
he, every man will siese with esges
ncss, thie knowledge, and this i
lable income will be mine. Epough
to raisc tho cxpecintions of sny ono of
liks incxpericace, placed ia similer
circumstances. But tho important point
in this mattor is, that man does pat sce
as tho Lord, neithor are his pu
like his. Tho small thinge this
lifo aro buf dust in_conparison. wilh
salvation and eternal lifo.

It is sufficient to eay that puch were-
his roficctions during bis walk of -from
two (o throc miles: the distanco (rom
his father’s house to tho place pointed
out. And to uso his own. words it
secmed ns though two invisible powers
wero influcncing, or striving to infle-

caco his mind—one with the reflcction
that if be obtained tho object of his pus-
suit, it would be throu,
and condesconsion of t
that every
tion to it, must b
with the instruction

the meroy-

Lord, ":’d-

act or pesformance in relge

bo in o;tr::‘ accordance
180

catod the mxﬁ" encomﬁ

tho'ts

.

rcumstances 10 life with thosp
That precious instroatiop

romnants of the house of Isracl”—rush |to come.
: is mind wi e soss. of | rpcorded 0 the eacred pago—prny ol
. his miod with tho q ‘::::.d' r;._,‘,m "‘“P"F;:s:‘-"

slectricity. Hore was 6
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upon him, was at length entirely for-
gotten, and ss 1 previously remarked,
a fixed determinalion to obuin and
Tndm' himsclf, occupicd his mind
when be arrived at the place where
the record was found. :

1 must now give you some descrip-
tion of the place where, and the man-
ner in whicﬁ thesc records were depos-
ited.

You are acquainted with the mail
road from Palinyrs, Wayne Co to
Canandsigua, Ontario Co. N. Y. and
also, as you pass {rom the former to
the latter place, before arriving st the
lite villago of Manchester, say from
three to four, or about four miles from
Palmyra, you pass a large hill on the
cast side of the road. Why I suy
large, is, because it ises la;sc perhaps,
os any in that country. To a person
acquainted with this road, a descrip-
tion would be unnecessary, as it is the
largest and rises the highest of any on
that route. The porth cad rises quite
sudden until it assumes a level with the

more southerly extremity, and [ think,

I may say an elevation higher than
at the south a short distance, say half
or thres fourths of & mile. As you
pass towsrd Canandsigua it lessens
gradually uatil the surface assumes its
common level, or is broken by other
smaller hills or ridges, water courses
end ravines. | think [ am justified in
saying that this is the highest hill for
eome distance round, and | am certain
that its appearances, as it yises so sud-
dealy from a plain on the morth, must
altract the notice of the traveller as he
M b . '

At m{m one mile west rises another
ridge of leas height, running parallel
with the fonner, luving a beautiful
vale between. The soil is of the first
quality for the country; and under a
stute of cultivation, which gives a pros-
ma&.nncaeimpocing.-when one re-

on the fact, that here, between
these hills, the entire power and na-
tioual strength of both the Jaredites «:nd
Nephites were destroyed.

y turning to the 520th and 53)ih
pages of the book of Mormon you - ill
rcad Mormon's eccount of the lasi
great struggle of hm people, as they
were encamped sound this bl Cumes
rah, [h 1 pnuwd Ceinnrah, ®tach
® ancrrur] o e valey [0 the
Pesuaung strength and prive of 8 cace

powerful peoplo, the Nephseg—omce
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s0 highly fuvored of the Lord, but u
that ume in darkness, doomed to suffer
extermination by the hand of their bag.
barous and uncivilized brethren. From
the top of this hill, Mormon, with a few
otbers, aftcr the batile, gazed with
horror upon the mangled remains of
those who, the day belore, were filled
with anxiety, hope, or doubt. A few
had fled to the South, who were hunted
down by the victorious party, and all
who would not deny the Saviorand his
religion, were put to death. Mormon
himself, according to the record of hus
son Moroni, was also slain.

But a long time previous to this na-
tional divastcr it appears from his own
account, he foresaw approachiog de-
struction. In fact, if he perused the
records of bis fathers, which were in
his possession, ho could have learned
that such would be the case. Alma,
who lived before the coming of the
Messiah, propbesies this. He howev-
er, by divine appointment, abridged
from those records, in his own style
and language, a short acoount of the
more important and prominent items,
from the days of Lehi 1o his own time,
afier which he deposited, as he says,
on the 629th page, all the rocords in
this same hill, Cumorah, and after gave
his small record to his son Moropi, who,
as appears from the same, finished, af-
ter witnessing the extinction of his peo-
ple es e naticn, o

It was not the wicked who overcame
the rightcous; far from this: it was the
wicked aguinst the wicked, and by the
wicked the wicked were punished.—
The Nephites who were once enlight-
ened, bhad fallen from a more elovated
standing as to favor and privilege be-
fore the Lord, in conscquence of the
righteousneas of their fathers, and now
falling below, for such was actually
the caee, were suffered to be overcome,
and the land was lefl to the possession
of the red men, who were without in-
telligence, only in the affairs of thoir
wars; and having no records, only pre-
scrving their history by tradition from
father to0 som, lost the acoount of their ,
trve origin, and wandered from ‘river
to river, from hill to hill, from moun-
taio to mountain, and from sea to eea,
ull the land wus again peopled, in o
mwasure, Ly a rude, wild, revengeful,
warhic und barbarous rece.—S8uch are
our ludasre,

This hill, by the Sxreditss, mn&
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cd Ramah: by it, or around it, pitch-
ed the famous army of Coriantumr
their tents. Corianturar was the last
kiug of the Jarcdites. The oppasing
army were (o the west, and in this
same valley, and near by, from day o
day, did that mighty racc spill their
blood, in wrath, contcadiog, as it were,
brother against brother, and father,
aguiost son. In this same spot, in full
view from the top of this same hill,
one may with astonishment upon
the ground which was twice covered
with the dead and dying of our fellow-
men. Here may be seen where once
sunk to nought the pride and strength
of two mighty natinns; and here may
be contemplated, in solitude, while no-
thing but the faithful record of Mor
mon end Morani is now cxtaot wo in-
farm us of the fact, scenes of misery
and distress—the aged, whose silver
locke in other places and at other times
would command reverence; the moth-
er, who in other circumstances would
bs spared from violence; the infant,
whose tender crica would be regard-
ed and listened to with a feeling
of gompassion and tenderness; and tho
virgin, whose grace, beauty and mod-
esty, would be estecmed and held in-
vio{ate by all men and enlighten-
ed sod civilized nations, alike disregar-
ded and treated with ecorn!-=In vain
did tho hoary head and man of gray
haire ask for mercy; in vain did the
mother plcad for compassion; in vain
did the helpless and harmless infant
weep for very anguish, and in’vain did
the virgin seek to escape the ruthless
hand of revengeful foes and demons in
human form—all alike were trampled
down by the feet of the strong, an
crushed bepeath the rage of batte and
war! Alas, whc;m nm unonl;hu:
last struggles o at and popu
nations, sginking, lgf;ust‘ bencath the
handof justice and. retribution, without
weeping: over the: corruption of the
homan heart, und sighing for ths hour
whea the chngorof arms _nlnll no more
be heard, nor the calamities of contcn=
ding armies no more experienced for a
thousand years! Alus, the culamity
of war, the extinction of nations, the
" vuin of kipgdoms, the fall of empires
and the disolution of gOVﬁme"“"sa b
the misery, distress and evil atica ]Pkc
on these!  Who caa contemplate hi

Faioedtlut man has fallen so low, eo
ar beneath the station in whi .
i . hich be was
In this vale lic commingled, in cns
mass of ruin, the uhcu;‘lg thousaads,
and in this vale was destined to con-
sume the fair forms and vigerous sys-
tems of tens of thousands of the human
race—blood mixed with blood, flesh
with flesh, bones with bones, and dust
with dust! When the vital epark
which enimated their clay bad fled,
each lifelcss lump lay on ono common
level—cold and inanimate. Thoee boe~
oms which had burned with rage -
guinst each other for real or suppased
injury, had now ceased to heave with
malice; thoee arms which were, a few
moments before nerved with strength,
had alike become paralyzed, and those
hearts which had been fired with re
venge, had now ceased fo_beat, and
the hcad to think—jo silence, in soli-
tudo, and i disgrace alike, they bave
long since tusned to earth, tp thejr
mother dust, to await the lug:ﬂ- and
to millioas, awful hous, whea tho trump
of the Son of God ghall echo and re-
echo from the skies, and they come
forth, quickened and. immortalized, ©
not only etand in each other’s nﬁ-
ence, but before the ber of bim who.is
Eternal! T
With sentiments of pare respeot,
I conclude by subscribing myeelf your

roder 8 CoLVER cCowDBRY.
LETTER VIIL. - P 145

Deas Broruea,— SR
In my last 1 snid I should’

give, portially, a ¢description of the

d| place where, and the manner in which-

these reeards were deposited:” the first
promise 1 have fulfilled, and must gi1o-
cced tothe Intters

The hill of which I have been speake
ing, at the time mentioned, preecnted
a varied appearance: the north ‘end
ross suddenly from the plain, forming:
a promontory without timhor, but cov-

| ercd with grass.  As you passcd to the

south you soon eame to scatlering tim=
ber, the surface having Leea elearcd by
art or by wind; ard a short distanco
further feit, vou are surrcunded with
tho commenm fereet of the eountry. 1t
s necessaty to observe, that evon the

post cluarmd was only eceupied for pese

: rowip and who o
so-:qe:‘c wgbou‘ sof mﬁ' as not to be
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Suroge, its steep ascent and-parrow
summit not admitting the vlow of the
husbandman, with any degreo of enso
or prufit. It was at the second men-
tionesl pluce where the record was fonnd
tn be deposited, on the west side of the
hilly nat fae from the tap doswn its wideg
snd when snyacls' vinited 1he placn in
the yecar 1820, there were siveral irces
standing: cnough tocausc a shade in
summ:r. but not so much as 1o prevent
the surface being covered with grass —
which wus also 1he caso when the rec-
ord was first found,

Whatcver may be the fecling of men
on tho refestion of past ects which
have been perlormed on certain por-
tions or s's]»ots of this earth, I know not,
neither ocs it add or diminish 1o nor
from the renlity of my subjcet.  When
Mases hicard the voice of Gud. at the
font of Horcb, out of tho burning bush,
ho was commanded to take bis shocs
off hia fect, for the ground on which he
staod was holy. T’he sumo may be ob-
served when Joshua beheld the Cap-
toin of the Lord’s host” by Jericn.—
And | comfess that my mind was filled
with many reflections; and though § did
not then loase my shae, yet with grati-
tudo to God did | oftsr up the sacrifice
of my heart, .

How far below the surfaco these roc-
ords were placed by Moroni, | am un-
ablo to say; but from the fuct thit they
had been soma fuurteen hundred years
huried, and that 0o on the side of a
hill so steeps one is rendy tn conclude
that thoy were some fect below, as the
earth would mawrnlly wenr more or
less in that length of time. But they

- being pluced toward the tp of the hill,
the ground would not pemove as much
as at two-thirds. perhaps,  Anather
circumstance would pruvent a wearing
of the carth: in.all prabability, ns smon
as timbor had -time:to grow, the hill
was covered, after the Nephiles were
destroved, and the roots of the same
would lold tho surface. However, on
this point I sball leave overy man to
draw his own conclusion, uud form his
owa speculttion. us | only promised to
give n description of the plux at the
ume the vecords were found in 1823,—
1t ie suflicient for my present purpasc,

© W know, that such is the [nct: that in
1823, yus. 1823, a wivn with whom |

Lave Lad the nrt satinnac an | jCrsan-

al

FPaps actually disgovored by the vir, homage tr tho
N .
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inn of Gad, the plates from which the
boak of Mormon, as much as it is dig~
believed, was transiated!  Such is the
caxe, thaugh men rack sheie very brains
1o invent fulschoods, and then wuft
them upon every breeze, 1o tho contrae
ry notwithetanding, :

I luve now given suflicient on the
subject.of the hill Comomb—it haa a
singular and imposing appeniance for
thut cougtry. and must excite the curi
ous enquiry of cvery lover of the book
of Mormon: though 1 hope never like
Jervaalem, and the sopulchre of oue
Lord. the pilgrims.  In my cstimation,
ceriin places are dearer to mo for
what thay mow contain than fur what
they hare comained, For the satisfne~
tion of such as believe | have been thus
panicular, ond to avoid the question
heing a thousand times asked, moro
than uny other causz, shall procecd and
be as particular as herctofure. Tho
mannce in which the placs were de-
positeds

First, a haleof sufficientdepth, (how.
deep 1 know nol.? was dug. At tho
botiom of this was luid a stone of suita-
Lie size, the upper surfnce being smaoth.
At cach cdge waa iccd a large quan=
lity of cement, and inta this coment, at
the four cdges of” this stine, were plae
cal, ercct, four others, their bottom
cdgrs yesting s the cement ot the cute
er cidges of” tha first stone. The four
Inst named. when placed erect, formed
a box, the cornersy or whero the cdﬁ
of the {:: 1r camo in eontact, were o
cementec o firmly that the moisture
(rom without was prevented from cn-
toring. It is 10 bo obacrved, also, that
the inner suriaco of the four orect, or
sido stones was smoaih, ‘) his box was
sufficiently large 1 udmita breast-plate,
such as was u:cd by tho aucicits to de-
fend the chicsty, &c. from the arrows
aml weapons of their enemy. From
the bottom of the box. or from tho
Le:aast-pluto, aross three small pillors
compasced of the aama deseription of
cement umed an tho edges; and upon
these three pillucs was placed the ne-
ord of the children of Joweph, and of a
people who le Y the tower (are far be-
luro the days of Joseph, or a shetch of
cach, which had it not bea for this, and
the neser fuviling pandness of God, e

mizht have peished 1 our sins, have
tar bwen 101 ta Low down Lefore thoe

scqurinianci. fo;  aliast scven'aliars of 1hc Geotles aud o have paid
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not forget to say that this box, contain-
ing tho recard was cavercd with anoth-
or atage, the bottum surfuce being flal
and the upper, crowninf. But thoac
threo pillurs wers not sn lengthy ns 1o
cuss the plates and the crowning stone
to coms in cantact. | have now given
yon, acconding o my promise, the
mnanse s which this record was de-
posited; though wheo it was first vivi-
ted by aur brother, in 1823, a part of
the crawaning stune was visible above
the surince whilc tho cdges were con
cealed "by tho soil and grass, (rom
which circumstance you will sue, that
howevor duep this hox might have beon
laced by Moruni at first, the time had
:n sufficient to wenr the caith so
that it waa easily discovered, when
oncu directed, and yel not cnough 1o
make a perceivable difflcrence to the
passer by, So wondertul are the works
of the Almighty, and so far from our
" finding out arn his ways, that onc who
trembles to ke his holy nune inta his
lips, is leRt to wonder ot his exact prov-
i!::‘m:cs. and tho {ulfilment of hLis pur-
poscain the event of tim=>u and scasons
A few ycars soancr might have found
even tho top stune concealed, and dis-
couraged oitr brothee fron attempning
to m-ke a fusther trial to obtsin this
rich treasurc, for fear of discovery;
anda few latcr might have left the
smull box uncovered, and exposcd its
valuable coricnis to the rude calcula-
tions and vain speculotinns >f those
wha ncither understand commoa lan-
uage gor fcar Gude  But such would
Vive basn eantrary to the words of the
ancients and the promiscs made to
them: and thix is why | am loft 10 ad-
. mire ths works aud sce the. wisdom in
ths designs of tha Lord in all things
mauifesied. to. the: eyes of ths world:
they show that all.human inveations
ara lika the vapors, while his ward ea-
durca forover and his promisos to the
last ‘ganeratinn.”

Hving thas digressed framiny main
saijest Lo give a low items for thy spo-
cial benalit of' ally it will bs nscessary
to rotura, and proccad e formerly.—
And it any suppose 1 have indulged 190
frecly in reflastioas, [ will only say,
that it is m¥ epiuion, wero ona to have
a view of the glory uf G.d which is to
cover [srael in ths last days, and know
that these, thoughthey may bo thougit
w0l things, wars  tha begionmg
fo clluct tha sumz, thay would bs ut u

-

59

lass where 40 close. shauld they give »
noment's vent to the imaginations of
the heart. : d
You will have wandered, perhape,
that the mind of our brather ;gould le
«0 occupicd with the thoughts of the
g wuls o} this world, at the ums of ar
riving at Camomh, on the moraiag of
iho 32nd of Scptember, 1623, afice
baving heen rapt in the visions of heuve
an during the night, and alwn aumni
1ad heuring in open duys but the miu
af man is casily turned, if it is not held
by tho power of God lthUFh the praye
«¢ of fuith, and you will sumember
that [ have said thut two invisible ‘row-
ers wern operiting upon his mind du-
ring his walk from his residence tn Ciie
morah, and that thaeno urging the ¢i.re
tinty of wealth and case in this his,
hid so powerfully wrought upon him,
that the great object so cnrcl‘ull_\' and °
impressively nained by the angel, had
entircly gone from his recollection
that only a fixed determinntion 1o ebe
win now urged him forward, In this,-
which nceasioned a failure to obisin, ot
that tims, tho record, do not understand

me 1o attach Llamo te our brothers ho
was young. nnd his mind casily turned
from ¢ rrect principles, unless he could
bo favored with a certnin round of cx-
perience. And yel, while young, un-
traditionaicd and untaught in the eye-
t2ms of tho world, ho was in a situe-
tion to be lead into the great work of
(5ud, and be qualified to perform it ia
due tiine, - g "
Aller srriving ot the repositor—, a
little exertion in remaving the svil (-om
the edgxs of the top of the box, and &
light pry. btoufihl 10 his natoral vivion
its contents,  No sooner did he baliold
this sacied trensuro than his hopes
wers rencweid, and ho supposcd bis
success corntaing and without first age
tempting to tako it from its long place
of deposit, he thought, perhaps, there
might be somothing moro equally na
viaheible, snd 19 toko oniy tho plaius,
might give o:ther nnopportunity of obe
twining the remaindur, which could ne
ncesurc, would still add to his stere of
wcalth.  T'hesc, ia short, were Ins roe
ticctions, withnut onco thinking of the
solemn insteaction of the heavenly mcse
scng3t, thut all must bo done with an
cxpress view of gloeilying God.
Ou attempiing to taka ponsession of
the resord » shock was producrd upon

his systcia, by an_iovisible Jowey
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which deprived him, in a measure, of
his natural strength, He desisted for
on instant, and then made another ut-
templ, but was more scasibly shocked
than hefore.  What was the occasion
of this he knew not—there was the
puro unsullicd record', ns had Leen des-
cribcd—ha had beard of the power of
enchaniment, and a thousand like sto-
rics, which held the hidden ‘trcasures
of the carth, and supposcd that physi-
cal cxcrtion and personal strength was
only ncecseary (o canble him to yet ob-
tain the objcct of his wish, - Ie there-
fors made tho third attempt with an
incrcased cxcriion, when hie strength
failed him more than at cither of the
former times, and without premcditae
ting he caclaimed, *Why-enn 1 not ob-
tain this book!”.« *Recausc yvou have
not kept the cominandments of the
Lord,” answered a voice, within a
sccming short distance. [Ile looked,
and to his sstonishment, there stood the
angel who fad previously givea him
the dircctions concerning this maticr.
1o an instant, all the former instruce
" tions, the great intclligence conceraing
Isracl and tho last days, were broughi
to his mind: he thought of the timé
when bis hcart was ferveutly engaged
in prayer to the Lord, whca his spirit
was contrite, and when his holy mes-
¢engers from tho skies unfolded the
wondcrful things connccted with this
secord. He had come, to be aure, and
found the word of the angel fulfilled
conccroing the reality of the. secord,
but ho had failcd 1o remember the
gmt end for which ther had Lecn
ept, snd in conscquence cwuld not
bave power to take them into his pos-
sossion and bear thein away.

At that instant he looked 10 the Lord
in praycr, and as he praycd darkuness
began to disperso from his mind and
his soul was lit up ss it. was.the ove-
ning before, and ho-was filled. with: the
Holy B8pirit;: and. again:did.the:. Lord.
manifest his condescenrion and mercy:
the hcavens wero opencd und the glory
of the Lord shone round about and rest-
ed upon him. -~ While ha thus stood ga-
zing ond admiring, the ongol said,
*Lonk!”" and as he thus spake he be-
held the prince of dnrkness, surrounded
by his innumerable train of nasociutes.
All this passed before him, and the
heavenly messenper said, *All this is
shown, the good ond the cvil, the ioly
#nd impure, the glory of God MJ the

Eower of darkness, that you may know
ercaficr the two powers and never be
influcoced or ovarcome by thut wicked
onc. Bchold, whatever cntices and
leads 1o good and 1o do good, is of God,
and whatcver docs not 1s of that wick-
cd onc: [t is ho that fills the hcarts of
men with evil, to walk in darkncss and
Llaxpheme God; ond. you inay learn
from hcnceforth, that his ways are to
destruction, but the way of holincss.is
peace and rest. You now sce why
You could not obtuin this record; that
the commaudment was strict, and tbat
if ovor thesu sacred things arc obtincd
they must be by Eomyer ond fuithlule
noss in oboying the Lord. Thoy are
not depasited here for the snke of ce-
cumulating gnin nnd wealth for the
glovy of ihis wotld: thcy were ecaled:
Ly the prayer of faith, and Lecauso of
the knowledge which they contaia they
arc of no wurth among the children of
men, only for their knowledge. On
them is contained the fulncss of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was given
to his people on this land, and when it
shall be Lrought forth by tho power of
God it shall Le carried w the Gentiles,
of whom many will receive it, and af-
ter will the secd of Israel bo bm?t
into the fold of their Redeemer by
obeying it also. Those who Lopt the
commnndments of the Lord ‘on.this
land, desired this at hia-hond, snd
through the prayer of faith abtained
the promise, that if their descondants
should transgress ‘and foll away, that
a record might be kept and in the last
days come to their children, Theso
things arc sacred, and niust be kept sn,
for the promise of the Lord concerning
them, inust bo fulfilled. No-mon con
ubtain thom If ,his heart is impure, bo-
causc they cootain that which is sacreds
and besidcs, should they bo entrustced
io unholy hands the knowledge could
not..come-to.- tho world, because they
cannnt be interprelod by the learning
of this generation; consequently, they
would be considered of no orth, only
os precious metul,  Therofore, somem=
ber, that they are to Le ‘translated by
the gift and power of God. By them
will the Lord work a great and a mar-
velons work: the wisdom of the wise
shall becoma as nought, and the under-
standing of the prudent shall be hid,
and becanse the power of God shall be
displaved those who profess to know
be truth but walk in deceit, shall trom
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ble with aooger; but with signs aod
with wooders, with gilts and with heal-
ings, with the manilcstations of the
power of God. and with the Holy Ghost,
shail the hearts of the faithful be com-
forted. You have now beheld the pow-
er of’ God manifcsied and the power ol
satan; you sce that there is nothing
that is desivable in the works of dark-
ness; that they cannot bring happiness;
that thase who arc overcomo therewith
are miscrable, while on the other hand
the righteous arc blessed with a place
in the kingdom of God whero joy un-
speakablo surrounds them. Thero thoy
gest beyond tho power of tho enemy
of truth, where no evil can disturb
them. The glory of God crowns them,
and they continually feast upon his
gavdness and enjoy his smiles. Behold,
patwithstanding you have sccn this
great display of power, hy which you
may ever be ablo to detcct the ovil ono,
yet I give unto you anather sign, and
whon it comes to pass then know that
tho Lord is God and that he will fulfil
his purposes, and that tho knowledge
which this record contsins will go to
every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and paople under the whole heaven.—
This is the sign: When these things
bagin to be known, that is, whea it is
known that the Lord has shown you
theso things, the workers of iniquil{
will scck your overthrow: they will
circulate falschonds to destroy your
reputation, and also will suck to take
your lifo; but romember this, il you
_aro faithful, add sha!l hercalter contin-
uo to keep the commandments of the
Lord, you shall be prescrved to bring
these things forth; for-in due tine he
will again give yous commandment to
como and tuke them. When thoy are
intsrpreted tho-Lord will give the holy
prisathood lo soms; and they shull be-
gin:to:proclaim.this ﬁ@ipﬂl and baptize
by water, and aiter that they shall have
rmvcr to give tho Holy Ghast by the
sving oa of thuir hands. Thea will
porsceution rags moro and moro; for
‘the iniguities ol mza shall bo revcaled,
and those who are not built upon the
Rock will seck to ovorthrow thischurch;
but it will increase tha more oppusod,
. aud spread farther and farther, increas-
ing in knowledgo till thoy shall bo
sanclifiad and reccive an inhcritance
where the glory of God will rest upon
thom; and whon this takes place, and

‘all things sre.propared, tha tea tyibes
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of lsrael will bs revcaled in the north
country, whither they have been fur &
long scason; snd when this is (ulfillpd
will be brought to pass that saying of
the prophet—‘And the Redcemer shall
come o Zion, aad unto them that turo
from transgrcssion in Jacob, suith the
Lord’—Rut, notwithstanding the worke
crs of iniquity shall scek your destruce
tion the arin of the Lord will be extene
dzd, and you will be boroe off’ conquer~
or, if you keep all his commandments.
Your name shall be knowa among the
nations, for the work which the Lord
will perform by your haods shali cause
the rightcous to Tejoice and the wicked
to raga: with tho onc it shall be had ia
honor, and with the other in reproachy
vet, with theso it shall b a terror boe
cause of the grea: and marvelous work
which shall [ollow the coming forth of
this fulness of the gospel. Now, go thy
.way, remembering what the Lord hes
donc for thee, and be diligent in keeps
ing his commaadments, and he will do-
liver thes from tcmptutions and all the
arls and devices of the wicked one.—
Forget not to pray, that thy mind mn{
becoms strong, that when ho shall
manifcst unto thec, thou maycst have
power 10 escapo tio cvil, and oblin
thosn precious things.”

Though 1 am vnabls to paint before
the mind, a perfoct description of the
scenery which passcd before our broth=
or, [ think [ haye said enough to give
you a ficld for reflection which may
not be uaprofitable. You scothe great
wisdom in Gud in leading him thus far,
that his mind might begin to be more.
maturcd, and thcreby be able to judge
correctly, the spirits. Ido no! say
that he would not have obtained the
‘record hud he went according to the
dircction of tho angel—I say that he
would; bul God knowing all thinge
from the beginning, began thus to ine
struct his servant And io this it is
plainly to bo econ that the sdversary
of truth is not sufficient to overthrow
tha work of God. You will romembor
that [ said, two lavisible powers wwere
operating upon the mind of our brother
while going to Cumorah. In this, the
[ discaver wisdom in tho dealings
the Lord: it was impossibic for ey
man to translate the beok of Mormos
by the gift of God, avd vndura the al-
flictions, and temptations, and devices
of satan, without being ovprthrown,

ugloas Lo hind_ begn previously benefij
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td with a certain round of expericnee:
and had ourbrother obtaincd the record
the first time, Bt knowing how to de-
tect the works of durkucss, he niight
have been deprived of the blesking of
scnding forth the word of truth to this
genzrution.  ‘Jherclors, Goad knowiag
that satan would thus lend his mind as-
tray, began ot that enrly hour, that
when,, tho full time should arrive, he
might bave a sarvant prepared to fulfil
his purpose.  So, however afllicting 1o
hiv fcclings this repulse might have
been, ho had reason 19 rejoice Lelore
the Lord and be thankiul for the fuvors
and mcreics showas that whaterer ath-
er instruction was necessary to the ne-
complishing this great work, he had
lencned, by ospericace, how o discern
Letween tho spirit of Christ aud the
spirit of the devil, '

From this time to Scptemter, 1€27,
few occurrences worthy of noic, trans-
rirad. As a [t to be expectod, noth-
ng of importance could be recnided
. concerning a genvration in darkness.—
In.the mean time our brother of whom
I have been speaking, paseed the time
as thers, in laboring for his support.
But in conscquence of ccrinin fulsc and
slanderous reports which have been
circulated, justice would require me to
say somcibing upon tha private lite of
ono whose characicr hashern 8o shame-
fully traduced. Dy some he is said to
have beca a lazy, idle, vicious, profli-
g-to feilow. These 1 am prepurcd to
caotradict, and that too by the icstimo-
ny of many f.ersons with whom | have
been intimately acquaiated, ard kpnow
10 be individuals af the strictest veraci-
ty, and unquestionnble intcgrity. All
theso stricily and victually agrecinsmy-
fng, that he was an hancst, upright,
vittuous, and foithfully industrious
young man. And those who sy fo
tho contrary:cna: bo:influenced. by no
othes motive:thun to destroy the repu-
tation of one who never injurcd any
wman in cither property or person,

While young, | have been informed
he was afflicted with sicknass; butl
have been told by ihose foe whom he
hae labored, that he wax a yeung man
of truth and industrious knbits.  And |
will add further that it is my conviction,
§: ho never had beun enlled 19 the ca-
alted statwn i ® luch In Row ace irocs,
be m gld beve prsacd doon tho stram
of ham wuhes ¢ and 10 T o€l by,
adhout the juul snd bellisd tongue o
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slander ever being cmployed nguinst
him. ]t is po more than to be expecte
cd, | adinit, that men of corrupt henrnts
will try to traduce his charocter and
wt a sput upon his name: indeced. this
s nccording W the word of the angel;
but this dves not prohibit inc from
spenking frocly of his wcrits, aud con-
tradict'ng those fulschoods—{ ficl my-
sl bound so 10 do, and | know that
my tastimony, on this saatter, will bo
reecived and believed whilo those who
testifly to the cuntrary are crumbled 1o
dust, and thicir words swepl away in
the general mass of lics when God
shull purily the carth?

Connccted with this, ia tho charao-
ter of tho fumilys and oa this I say es
| said concurning tho character of our
brothcr—1 feel inysels’ bnund to defend
the innoccut always when opportunity
offtrr, Had mt thase who are noloit-
ous lor lies and di~honesty, also assail-
cd the eimmeter of the fumily § should
pnss over tham herc is silence; but
now 1 shall got fmsbcar. it hos beca
industriously circuluted that they were
dishoncst, deceitful and vile. this
! tave the testinouy of respunsible
perapos, who bave said ard will soy,
that this is barely falscg and besides,
o peronal  acquaintance for eoven
years, hns demonstratod that all the dil-
ticulty is, thcy werc onco povr, (vot
industiions,) and have now, Ly the help
of Gud, arisen ¥ note, and their
namas arc like to, (indecd tny will,) bo
brnded down to postcrity, ond had
armong the righteous~They are iodus-
trioas, honest, sirtuvus and likesal 10
all. This is theic charactcr; und
though many ke advantugo of their
liberality, Gud will rowasd them; but
this is the fuct, and this textimony shall
abine upon the recurds of the saints,
nud bo recorded on tho arohives of
heaven 1o by @ead in the day of eter-
nity, when tho wicked and parverso,
who have vilely slandercd them withe
out cause or provocation, reap their ro=
ward with the unjast, where theiw is
weeping, wailing and gnashing of
teeth!—if they do not repent.

Soon after this visit to Cumerah, &

¢ ntlanan from the south port of the -
State, (Chenangn County.) emploved

we beother ns 4 coinmon Inborer, and
senrdiagly be visited thot soction of
to coumryy sod had be ant Leen ace
ciad of d zzing Jownsll, or ocarly
s, the moustaiu of 8usqucbapaaly, or
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causing othdrs te do it by samo srt of
nicromancy, | should leave tus, for the
preszat. uanatice L You will romam-
beesin the mean tim», that tho whs
weck 10 vilifv hischarclor, say that he
has alwavs beeh notirious lor his idle-
mesa,  This gl 'man, whas: nun:
is Stowed, cesilied in the 1o v of Dain
bri-ige, 0a or near th: head watom of
ite Sosquehannth river.  Some furty
niiles south, or down the river, ia the
wg of Harmwy, Susquchianah
<xanty, Pa, ismid to be a cave or sub-
erransnas  rocess,  whathee entiecly
formad by ant or am | am unimfunnad,
neithar doos thia watter; but such is
said 12 be the ewe,—when: a cxmpany
of Spaniards, a long time xinca, when
(s countey was uninhabited by whit:
santlers, excavated fromn the howels of
ths carth arc, and coind a larg: quan-
tity of manny; aler which they sccur-
cd the cavity and cvacuated, lewing a
part still in the cive, purposing to 10
turn at snmo disant period. A long
tina elupand an]) this account came
from one of tho individuals wha wuas
first engazid in this mining busin s
Tha ewntey was pointed out aml the
spt minutely described.  This 1 be-
lieve, is the substines, so far as my
mamory sorves, though [ shall nu
pled 20 my veracity for tha corrcetnoss
of the aczwunt as [ have givea.—
Easugh howaver, was credited of the
8paniwrd’s sorv, 12 excite the beliel
of miny that there was a fins sam ol
tha - prasinus nr-tal I+ing esined in this
subl3rEneous vat, amng whun was
our emilsyor; anl nccorlingly wur
brothar was required to spend 4 few
month: with som3 others in excavating
2l enrth, io puranit of this treasure.
While enaplovod ber: he hecame ac-
quaintzd with ths family of {«aae Halg,
of wham you read in scveral of thz
pradustions of thase wha have soagit
23 destroy the validity of . tho buok of
Mornon .. dt.miy:he-neeasary here-

= - where v pafor - vou - mora-particulrly to

the conduct of this fam’iv, as theie in-
flunes has beza eiudileribly exorted

29 desteny the reputation of oue broth-!

er. prabnbly hoewee he mirricd o
drvr hiee of ths same. cIntrary 1o somn
af theie wished, nnd in ¢onaccting with
ghis. to eertain st tome:tis o woniz athers
of tha inhihiants of that scction of

Hale.) 8ho has most cortainly evin~

saminan ability of talant and judgos:
mchty in & manifest willingoeas to (ule
il on her part. that passago in sacred?
writ,e=teand they twaia shall bo eno
A:ah."—=by nccompanying hee huse
baund. agrins the wishes and advice of”
hee relatives, to a land of strangerss
and however | may deprecata their ac-
L'ons, €an xay in judice, Azr charactor-
stande as faic for momlity, piety snd’
virtie, as any in tho warld.  Thuugh.
yau may sny, this is a digression from-
the mubjeet proposed, 1 trust { shall be
m julged, fur the purpaso of satisfying
many, who have heard 80 many slan-
duraay reports that they ase lead to bo-
ficve them true beecause thoy aro not
contrndicted; and Lesides, this genere
atian are detcrmined to appose every
item in the form or under the pretenca
of revelatian, unless it cames throughe

pocd a decidedly correct mind nod une

n man who has always been more pure” -

t'mn Michael the great princ.s and ad
this is the (nct, and my oppnscrs have
put e to the nacesity, | shall be mord
prolis, nnd have no drubt, before [
give up the point. shyll’ prove to your
satisfaction, and tw that of every man,

won is woithy the appellation of u scer
and a prophet of the Lord.  In this [
s nat pretend that he iv nuta mio sub-
jest to passion like oth-er mzn, b set
with inflirmitics and o1 € mmpasscd with
weaknoweng but it he in, ull men wers
e boiuro him, aul a pretenss to the

til, which would at once desiroy the
whalo system ot'the religinnof tha Lord
Jemasy  for ho ancicntly chosu the
weak to overe un3 tho steung, the fvol-
ish to confound the wise, (1 m2nn con-
sid :red so by this world.) and by the
loulishnoss of preaching Lo savo those
who baelicve. : s

On thu private character of our
brothor [ nced add nathing further, ot
present, provious 19 his obtaining the
racards o the Nepuites, only that
winle ia thit country, sams v:ry offi-
eiaus pergon conplained of him ase
disurdeely persan, and brought him be=
! fors the authorities of’ the countyy but
“thsre being nn causw of action ho' was

that the trauslator of the bk of More -

cuntrar- would argde a_morn tha.- mor

houoeably acjuitnd.  From -this time -

forward hae coatinued to recsivo instruc~

country.  Dut in saying this [ do not tions concerning the coming forth of
wish 10 Lo undsratnod ns uttering aught | (he fulneas of the gospel, from thd
s, ums Mea. Buwith, (lormsrly Emwna | meuth of the keavenly messenger, uo-
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til he was directed to visit_ogain the
9lncn where the records was depos-

For tho prescot 1 close, whith a
thankful beart that 1 am permiuud to
sco thousands rcjoicjng I the ussu-
ranco of tho promiscs of the Lord,

- eunfinncd unto them through the obe-
dience of the overlasting cuvenant

As over your brother in the Lord

Jesus.
OLIVER CO\WDERY.
To W. W, Pugrre. .

. . . —— -]
Nicsscager and Advocalc.

KIRTLAND, OHIO, OCTOBER, 1108,

No. & Vol 2.

Ae man ie not always heard (or hiy

" much speaking, wo shall only say in
this asticle. thut our intcntions arc to
labor faithfully in the great causo of
our blesscd Savior, that miny souls
may be brought to the knowledge of
the ¢ruta and saved in tho celestial
kingdom; thatilio siiots may have a
portioa of meat in duo soason, and ho
enabled to overcome the wosld, und its
vanitics, and prcparo thomsolves for
the blcssings which shall come alter
much tribulation. ‘
It is vory dosirable that the official
mombers of the churches abroad, should
forward all the information they may
have, relative to tho spread of the truth;
the number of members in cach branch;
the additions from time to time; their
growth iz grace; their daily wulk, and
standing, and whatever cleo that may
" be.of service ta tho causo: that we may

all be odified of all,. till we.all coms in|

the unity of the-faithy and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfcet
mas; vato tha nicasuro of tho stature
of the fulaocss of Christ.
. S8ECRET PRAYER.

. ‘We havo long lookcd upon this sub-
joct with feclings of pleasurc, while iu
escrot musing upon tho things of God,
wtd contemplating upon his marvel-
jous works, \When tho Influcuccs of
\ kis Bpisis ware ahiod fosth and quickoa-

04

cd our understandiog and enlightened
our minds, like the dew drope of the
maorning quickens and calivens the
horb of the ficld; or as the rays of the
sun when he appcars at the spproack
of the day spreads his Jucid rcylam
tho creation of God,

Wo read Mathew VI chopt. . verse,
which says: “Thou, whea thou prayest
coicr into thy closet, and whem thos
hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is ia ercret; and thy Father
which sccth in secset shall reward ihes
openly.”

\Whea we take into consideration
this subject, it brings mony idcas to
our minds that canuot be penned.  Weo
look at the teachings of tho Savior of
mankiad, and find that he gave sery
interesting instruction; whea speakiog
of secrct prayer he says: “Whea thou
prayest cnter thou into thy clowet,” &c.
This passage gives us an idca thet we
ahould go 10 some secluded placs, and
pray to our Fathor who eccth ia secrt,
and he will rcwaid us opcanly. Wo
un‘dorslnnd Ly this that God seeth ia
secret, and what we ask ia sccret, il

wo ask according 0 his will, we shall . -

realize-openly.
We are at a° Joss to conjecture how

the ides got into tho heartsot men, and
more cspecially those who call thcm-
slves saints; to suppose that they wero
in sccret, and praged in secret, when
the hills and “vallies, jor woods and
plains; wore ringing with the reverbo-
ration of their voices. They would
not nced Elijah tha prophet to tell them
to call loucer: for if theie god had gone
a jouracys he could not belp but hear
them. In theso mattcrs we are not mis-
taken: for what wo have soan with nur
cyes and heard with our cars, that we -
know of a surclye..

We would adrise the raints to read
and piactice the sixth chapter of Mat
thaw, it is so full of jnstruction,. that

wo canact pess over it witbat invilisg





