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Freemen and Kingmen -
i the ?‘o’o’ﬁ"’%"‘ oT Mormof,
E - S
Of recent years Mesoamerican archaeclogists have directed their attention wi th
{ncreasing concern to avidence that might explain the strange and sudden demise of the
great Ancient American centers of civilization, leaving behind those imposing ruins

“abandoned by unknown builders at an unknown time for unknown reasons.® (P. Tompkins).

In attempting to get at the root of the matter the experts have, it would seem at prese!
come to some sort of consensus or convergence of ideas favoring one explanation over al
the others. While not excluding the roles played by the upheavals of nature, disease,
- change of climate, depletion of resources, etc., the specialists now conlcude that the
primary reason for rapid decline and fall of those civilizations, far outweighing the
rest, was tfie pressure Brought to bear by one segment of the population, which they
designate as "the elite”, on anotfier, which they call “the commoners.” This matches the
tales told in the pre-Columbian literary accounts transmitted and translated by the
Eurcpean Conquistadores of tfie 16th gentury, with their repeated reference to the tragi:
confrontations between "los senfores® and "la gente comun.“®The theme is not confined
to one area of Middle America nor to any cne period of time; it is in fact ocne of the
constants of history. And so it is not going out of bounds to recall the long and ex-
citing account in the Book of Mormen of the rivalry between the "king-men® and the
*freemen” and what it led to.™(See the quotations appended to this study.)

As a completely self-consistent and onvincing story, the epic tale of the "freemen’
stands on it own feet; But the new double-check of ancient evidence plus modern relevan:
now invites us to examine it more closely and take it to heart seriously than ever
before. We cannot do better than to let the Book of Mormon teil the story in its own
powerful and moving prose, leading off with the basic question:

Q. Who were the ;reemen? . '

A. The term is first used in the Book of Mormon to designate the people who suppor
ted the government of the Nephites, ¢.57 B.C., ‘during a political crisis: And those wh:
were des{rous that [the newly-electad] Pahoran should remain chief judge over the land
tock upon them the name of freemen. (Al1.51:6).

Q. Shouldn't the name be capitalized?

. A. It does not designate a political party, organization, or society, butisimply
denotes the body of common citizens supporting Meroni in his opposition to a group know
as the "kinc-men”. When :their candidate lost and the voice of the people came in favor
of the freemen (A1.51:7), they refused to accept defeat; it was their continued hestili-
Ty wnich gave rise to the popular countermovement led by Moroni and designated by the
name of freemen. '

Q. Did Moroni organize them into a party?

A. No, he did not need to. He was acting in his official capacity, having been
- appointed to beé chief captain over the Nephites (A1.46:3), with emergency powers grante:

By the chief juddes and the voice of the peoole (A1.46:34). He was simply fulfiling the

duties of his office in alerting the pubiic to the dangerous nature of the oppesition.

Q. What was the nature of that danger? '

A. The king-men at the time representad the resurgence of an element which had
plagued the Nephites from the beginning. Just six years before the affair in question
Moron{ had overcome a coalition formed to everthrown the government and establish a
monarchy. The name of freemen was not mentioned at that time, but the king-men ye have
always with you: Now those who were in favor of kings were those of high birth and the:

souaht to be kinass and they were supportad by those who sought power and authority
over the geooie. (AT.51:8).
Q. Wouldn

t it have been within their rights to change the form of govermment if
they got enough votes?
A. That {s what they were aiming at; but it was their methods that brought Moroni
into action against them. They were secretly preparing 2 coup to take over the govern-

ment by force, and were in communication with the king of the Lamanites, with whom Moro:r




had just concluded a dangerous war brought on by Nephite dissenters(A1.43:44); with
peace barely achieved the new threat made the affairs of the peoole of Nephi exceedingl
recfous and dangerous (Al1.46:7). -

. Who comprised the powerful coalition? :

A. THe original nucleus was composed of pecple who were making 2 lot of money in the
post-war bocm. When Helaman and other leaders of the church reprimanded their practics:
calling upon them to walk uprightly before God...there arose a dissension among them an¢
they would not heed the words of Helaman and his brethren: But they qrew proud, being
Yiftad uD in their hearts, because of their exceeding great riches; therefore they gre
Tich in their own eyes, and would not give heed to their words... Al.4

Q. Were they organized from the first?

A. No. The new trouble began with many 1ittle dissensions and disturbances...amons
the peonle (A1.45:21). But as was usual in these periodic slips back into the oid ma-
tarialism, the discontent crystalized around the person of a dynamic leader who was abie
to bring jarring and dissident elements together. : '

Q. Why did he oppose the govfpmnt? .

A. The old story--he wanted td run things himself. He was desirous to be king (Al.
46:4), and took skillful advantage of the ground-swell favering a monarchy in an atmos-
phere of sudden proﬁ_s_erity in which many grew proud...lifted up in their hearts (A1.45:
23). The man who led them on was gahgkiah, who is, in Moroni's opinion, another examp’
of the areat wickedness one very Wicked man can cause to take place among the children
of men EAT.46:9).

Q. Ambition is hardly a rare human quality--what made him so very wicked?

"A. 1t depends on how you define wickedness. This man was really quite a charmer,

a _man_of many flattering words, who won a great personal following and led away the hea:
of many peoplie (A1.46:10). A large and strong man of imposing presence (46:3), to 2
powerful and persuasive rhetoric he added the fierca resolve of one who swore to drink
the blood of Moroni, his chief opponent (A1.51:9). Shrewd and calculating, a man of
cunning device (Al.45:10), he knew how to preserve himself (...he did not come down him-
self to battie,(A1.49:1), and was willing to pay any price in bTocd to gain his objec-

tive, for he did not care for the blood of his peoole (A1.49:10). His plan of action
was skil1fully conceived and executed.

Q. What did he do? ,

A. He not only brought together the conflicting factions of selfish and greedy Ne-

phites, but united them for war, at the same time arranging a coordination of activitie:
with an invasion by the Lamanites as he stirred up the hearts of the pecole of the

Lamanites aqainst the peoole of the Nephites, among whom he was gathering together
soldiers from aTJaErts of his 1and; and arming them, and grenar‘ing - for war (Al.51:9).
Tor him the answer to his problems and the realization of his ambitions lay 1a military

action. That was:his last campai?n,'and it-was brilliantly successful 'until he was
assagsinatad {n his tent. Unpopular with most of the Nephites, he had to use Lamanite
man-power in his yarious operationms. '

Q. How was he able to dg{tat‘?

A.Once by a discrete assagination he gained completa control of a renegade Lamanite
army of war-protesters (Al A7:8ff); then he got command of the main Lamanite force by
winning the confidence of the King and quietly poisoning him. Putting himself forward :
the champion of law and order he then married the mourning queen and mounted the Lamani:
throne (A1.47:32f§. Then he stirred up the war-weary Lamin{tes to a pitch of war-fever
entirely contrary to all their interests and inclinations but beneficial to his own.
He accompished that feat by masterful use of the media. As in later Meso-america, it
seems that towers were 2 conspicuous part of public architecture, . usad among other thinc
for public preséntations and announcements. When Pma’lici;iah became king he becan %o
inspire the | ! ¢ the | i+ inet tb 1 Neohi: v he did T
wwwmm%@zﬁmwm. He
.saturated the airwaves, so to speak, and his propaganda worked. inaily this consummat:
dissembler and master liar was able to march at the head of a mightyarmy which he
thought would make him king in Zarahgémla. -7

Q. Did he think the Nephites would support him after Moroni had thrown him out the



first time?

A. He could always count on strong backing by the king-men among them. Let us go
back to his first enterprise when he found a field ripe-for his talents among those
who were made f4ghting mad--exceeding wroth--by the words of Helaman and his brethren;
they had decided to take action and were gathered together adainst their brethren, not
merely to oppose them.at the polls, but determined to siay them (A1.46:1-2). Playing
upon. their disaffection and anger, he became the man of the hour: 2and these people who
wers wroth were also desirous that he should be their king...(A1.46:5). By working on
a common hostility to the government, Amaiickian was able to weld half-a-dozen divergen
interests into a single military forca of kingmen.

Q. I dbeliave va started cut asking what &ose divergent elemants vare.

A. First, as we have noted, was the original core oT those wn refused all in-
struction because of their excseding riches (A1.45:24), gathered together as a hate-
group--exceedimwroth--to plan the extremest measures agdinst those who stood i{n their
way (A1.46:1). :ﬁen there were passionate monarchists, who not only were in favor of
kings, but, being of high birth...soucht to BE kings (A1.51:8)——every one in line for
the throne. After them were those who may not have claimed royal blood, it neverthele
professed the blood of nobﬂi}:x--whether they could prove it or not (AL.51:21). Then,
as in the Late Raoman Empire, intermarriage put aspliring judges and high clergy into th

- picture as aristocratic families intermarried and intrigued together:...those judges ha
many friends and kindreds; and...almost 211 the lawyers and high priests, dic gather
lves together, and unite with the kindreds of those judaes...(3 Ne.6:d/).

" those who aspire to be in the upper crust, “the elite", "leos seniores”, gravitate 40—
wards the king-men in every period of Book of Moromon history. Though they are lower

in the scale, the lower judges of the land were Amalickiah's strongest supporters, and
he knew how to make use of them:...the greater part of them (were) the lower judges of
land. and they were seeking for power. And they had been led by the Tlatteries oT
Amalickiah, that if they |the local magistrates] would support him and establish him to
be their king, he would make them rulers over the peo e (Al.46:4). rinally he usad his
cunning arguiments and gratifying rhetoric on the peopie of the church with considerabl:
success as many in the chiurch believed in the flattering words of Amalickiah (al.46:7).
This was six years before the name of freemen marked the opposition. It was by the
tried and true method of hard, persistent work, constantly stirring up and playing
spon the discontent, aspirations, and fears of various groups with a ceaseless
flow of clever and impassioned rhetoric, that Amalickiah was able to lay the solid

foundation for his armed takeover of the country. It seems to have been kept very

secret, or else nobody tock it very seriously, for Moroni exploded when he heard
about {t. )

Q. Do you think he was surprised?

A. His behavior waspthat of a man caught off guard by acts of such vicious and
deceitful nature that his. own.guileless spirit was siow to anticipate what it was
~ loathe to attribute to any fellow creature:

o _ — . ...when Moroni, who was chief commander 6f the armies...had heard of
these dissensions, he was andry with Amaiickiah (Al.46:11), and reacted in a quick and
spectacular manner; the drastic measures he took to alert the pecple show that they
needed waking up in a great hurry:...he rent his coat...took a pieca thereof, and wrote

upon {t--'In membory of our God, our religion, and freedom, and our peace, OUr wives
and our children.' (46:12). 1his Vividijy recalls the amcess® inscrinpions that tne
ancient Jews wauld put on their banners and trumpets before going out to war as reportad
in the Battle Scroll of the Dead Sea Scrolls, where, “moreover, the priests go forth
before the ranks of warrigs just before the battle stirring their spirits with just
such wfrds as Moroni used when, having put the cloak on a pole and calling it the title
of 1iberty (A1.46:13), he went forth among the people, calling upon them with a loud
voice, hearing which, and seeing the banner, the people came running together (Al.46:
=21). It was all according to ancient custom, as is clear from the sermons he gave

on the occasion, recalling their ste=sewx traditions to mind and giving us the official
statement of just what {t was the freemen stood for. ©




-

The people who answered his summons came'gird'ir.g on their armor and “rending
their garments in token, or as a covenant, that they would not forsake the Lord their
God; or, in other words, if they should transgress the commandments of God...the Lord °
should rend the;m even as they had rent their garments (Al1.46:21)...2nd they cast their
garments at the feet of Moroni, saying...we shail be destroyed, even as our bretnren
in the land northwards (the Jaredites) if we shall fall intc transgression; yea, he
may cast us at the feet of our enemies...to be trodden under foct, if we shaii tall
into transaression {A1.46:22). Recent studies have called attention to the forgottan’
but peculiar old Jewish rite of treading on one's garments while making a covenant;
Moroni, in addressing the people on the occasion sheds more light on the subject:
Surely God shall not suffer that we, who are despised...shall be trodden down and des-
ved, until we bring it upon us bv our own transgressions(Al.46:18). Then he reminds
them of a tradition carrying the origin of the rent garment symbolism back to their
- ancastor Josegh, the suffering outcast, with whom they are to {dentify themselves:
Yea, let us preserve our liberty as a remant of Josepk; yea, let us remember the
words of Jacob, before his .death...For Jacob, noting that part of the torn garment of
Joseph was blioody and decayed and part of it perfectly preserved,saw in that a token
- of the future  of his descendants (A1.24-26). The story, exactly as Moroni recalls
{t, was also preserved among Jews living in Persia in the Middle Ages——a powerful con-
firmation of the reality of all this. Moroni asks the pecple: Which is the remnant
of the garment that shall perish--could it perhaps be the people who have dissented
from us, the king-men? Don't be smug about 1t! Yea, and even it shall be oursélves
if we do not stand fast in the faith of Christ (A1.46:27). In this episode we see
Just how the freemen think of themselves; two ideas are of primary importance.

© QU What two igeas:c. ... ... -

A. First, as the descendants of Joseph they march under his banner, not the banner
of the Grand Vizier of Egypt, but the torn and tattered garment of Joseph the outcast
child, beaten, stripped, sold {nto bondage, his <¢lcak taken from him, then tormn and
bloodied to prove that he was finished forever, while he went on to be a suffering ser-

vant and a prisoner in Egypt. Moroni calls upon his people to recognize their pesition
as the meek and humble of the world, we who are despised; it is the perennial call of
the prophets of Israel, with Isaiah at the head. This in vivid contrast to the rich and
well-born whose pride and nobility Moroni denounces as loudly as he proclaims the humil
ty of the freemem { A].Sl:l?,la,ﬂg. The second point is more important. You will no-
tice that every time the dedication of the people to the cause of God is menticned, it
is followed immediately by a qualifying clause, proclaiming that the people who enter
the covenant are not to be considered r'ighteocus simply by virtue of party affiliatioen,
or that they represent the ;ﬁgod Pgoo‘lg as gggsed to the Bad People: their own trans-
gression can spoil everything at any time; they are quite padle of sinning and
{ncurring destruction as their enemies; they can bring down upon themselves the same
calamities as the dissenters; their garments can be rent along with the wickedest,
‘and they can be as completely dest{royed as the Jaredites of old, for there is no gsar-
antee that they are the good people. This is an extremely important lesson dr<ven home

. repeatedly in the Book of Mormon, that rightecusness does not consist in being identi-
fied with this or that nation, party, :church or group. When you find 2 particularly
wicked society in the story (e.g. Hel.5:2), Took bagk a few pages and you will probably
find that not many years before those same people were count=d righteous. Or when you
find a particularly godless and ferocious Tot of Lamanites, {7 you look a few pages
:l;e;d {ggft;tay find them among the most blessed and favored of God's people (Hel.§:37;

.25: . ' .

Q. But at any given time, surely, or in any particular conflict you have right
against wrong.

A. On the contrary, whenever the Nephites and Lamanites come to blows there is 1it+
to choose between them. If the ®“bad people” more often provoke war, the "good people®
have equal responsibility, sinca they have the greatar light. Take what must be the

. most clear-cut case of a good guy fighting a bad guy in the Book of Moramon: And it

came to pass that Alma fought with Amnlici with the sword, face to face; and thevy aid

contend mightily, one with another...(Al1.2:29). Ine rigntecus leader Alma versus the
wicked arch-king-man Amlici.
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Q. Right out of "Star Wars®. |

A. That is exactly how the average reader would see it, knowing that Alma, being
a man of God...was strengthened, insomuch that he slew Amlici with the sword (A1.2:30f1)

d yet how did the Nephitas, under Alma's instruction, view this particular showdown?
...they believed that it was the judaments of God sent upon them because of their
wickedness and Sr abominations; therefore they were awakened to a rememorance of the
duty (Al.4:3). 1t was not a case of right against wrong at ail, but of two wrongs teac
Ing 2 grim lesson of mutual destruction; for what kind of a victory was it for the Ne-
phites? The people were...qreatly afflicted for the loss of their brethren...their
flocks and herds...their fields of grain, which were trodden under foot and des troved
~ By the Lamanites. And sc_great were their arfiictions that every soul had cause to
mourn...(Al.4:2-3). _ i

Q. Admittedly war is hell, "But they had to repel those Laman{te attacks!

A. Yes, Lamanite attacks which they knew perfectly well never would have taken plac:
if they had ‘not brought it on themselves. While Lehi's fleeing family were still with
_range of Jerusahem the Lord told Nephi that it was his intention hencaforward to keep t!
descendants of Laman and Lemuel (who were already making troubley in a pesition to
threaten Nephi's people with destruction at all times, as a_scourge unto th seed, to
stir them uo in the ways of remembrance. (1 Ne.2:24). %&Ew ﬁ TWJ

. IN that case, can you biame the Nephites for being trigger-happy?

A. Yes, because the Lord alsoc made it perfectly clear to Nephi that the Lamanites
no matter how formidable and threatening, shall have no power over thy seed exceot they
shall rebel against me also (1 Ne.2:23f). Accordingly, if there was any war at all
the Nephites shared the guilt for it.

Q. But can't we distinguish the Nephites and Lamanites as the right and wrong in a
general sense? ' _ :

A. Hardly. Moroni opposed and denounced his own head-of-state when he thought,
quite wrongly as it turned out {and let that too be a lesson to us!) that he was guilty

wickedness of those who are seeking for power and authority, yeagven those
king-men (A1.60:17). It is the individual, not the society, that sins. At the Time,
the king-men were actually the official Nephite nation, in control of the city and the
government. Yet nat long after we find some of the most brutal and hloodthirsty of
those king-men enjoying pentecostal manifestations. (He1.5:26fF). Repeatadly the Book
of Morgmon admon{shes us not to judge pecple by labels. While Lehi's family was still
in Arabia he gave his sons a lesson in that important principle. Laman and Lemuel had
insisted that they were doing right because they were jdentified with the dominant
traditionalist party in Jerusalem (who happened to be Zedekiah's king-men), who were
rightaous Because the were the Chosen People and because they went to church. Non-
sense! said Lehi, Do ve supocse that the children of this land...who were driven out
by our fathers, do ye supoose that they were righteous?...Do'ye subpose that our fatner
would have heen more choice if they had been righteous? [ say unto you nay. Beholid
ghse Lzrd asteemeth al] Tlesh in one; he that is righteous is ¥avoure§ of 6od (1 Ne.1/:
ToET . AR
Q. But if the Law {s a moral code, to cbserve the Law impliés-upright behavids..

A. That was tfie position of the Pharisees; Hit when the Lord was asked how one
could be sure one was fulfilling the Law, he replied by holding up to his apostles as
the perfect example of a rightsous person ("Go ye therefore and do likewise!") a man
who was a member of the wrong nation, the wrong party, and the wrong church, who did
a very unpleasant, messy, and inconvenient thing in helping 2 total stranger who for
all he knew and to all appearances was-a dirty, drunken, no-good tramp. At Jeast two
members of the righit party and tfie right nation and the right religion, respected au-
thor{ties and priests in Israel, discrestly and quietly declined the awkward involve=-
ment (which could certainly lead to complications) By passing down on the other side
of the road (Luke 10:27—37{. ‘Now the title of liberty 1ike the Good Samaritan pro-
claimed the cause of the outcast and downtrodden against the great wickedness of those
who are seeking for power and authority, yea even those king-men (AT.60:17]

Q. How do you di stingm’ sh the righteous from the wicked then? -

A. You don't; that {s not your prerogative: "...as you cannot always te11 the
wicked from the righteous,” the Lord told the Prophet Joseph, "therefore I say unto
you hold your peace until I shall see fit to ﬁge all things known...® (D..10:37). In




In which conne_ction another parable of Jesus bids us consider a very important prin- -
ciple, namaly that we are never to take ggg%gg's own _estimate of their virtue at face
vaiue. WNhen "two men wen?:o"mto the TempTe to pray,” one ot them proclaimed his righte-
ousness and the other his Sinful condition; as it turned out the true labels were re-
versed (Lk.18:10-14). This is important, because throughout the Book of Mormon the
king-men routineiy describe themselves as the champions of freedom. Right at the outse
Laman falsely accused Nephi of being a king-man:...he has thought to make himself a kir
and a ruler over us, that he mav do according to his will and pleasure. And afcar thit
manner did brother Laman stir their hearts to anger . 0Of course it was
Laman himse1f who was aspiring to be top dog (] Ne.§7:44; 3:28f), while he puts himselt
forward as the champion of freedom. One of the most rabid of king-men, the leader and
governor of 3 bardof robbers aspiring to take over the aovernmant (3 NeT3:1 wrote

2 most high-flown and idealistic letter to the real governor, praising his’dedication
to that which ye subbose to be your right and liberty, and {nsisting that his own fol-
lowers are the real fresdom-fighters with their unconquelble spirit and determination
to right the many wrongs which ye have done unto them...(3 Ne.s3:2-3). But magnanimous’
feeling for your welfare (3:5) he urges them to become our brethren...not our slaves, t

our brethren and partners in all our substance (3 Ne.3L/)--a biow for freedom. He in-
" vites them to join his dignified and venerable society--the work thereof I know to be ¢
and they are of ancient date...handed down...to us (3:9).” He pleads for avoidance of
bioodshed by returning to his peopie their rights and governments which they had lost
through the Nephites' wickedness in retaining from them their rights of gevernment (3:°

Lachoneus the govérnor was exceedingly astonished at the sheer effrontary of the thing
(3 Ne.3:11), in which the modern reader cannot but detect familiar echoes of "liberatic
ist® terror groups throughout the world: the king-men have always made a big thing of
sounding 1ike freemen. One of the cleverest such twisters was Korihor.

Q. Who was he? - :

A. Korihor was anqther ambitious man who rallied people of property to free them-
selves from the oppresive restraints of sacral government, foolish ordinances, and per-
formances, he said, by which this people bind themselves...%hat the%: may not [iTt up
their heads (A1.30:23). He said that thanks to the government peopie durst not enjovy
their rights and privileades; in particular, they durst not make use of that which was
their swn lest they should offend their priests (A1.30:277F). His appeal was for freesd
Trom restraints: Jaid down DYy ancient priests (v.23), freedom to do business without
interference from church or state, freedom to follow the natural order in which every
man fared in this 1ife according to the management of the creature; therefore eve
man propsered according to his genius, and that every man conquered according to his
strenqth; and whatsoever a man did was no crime (AT.30:177.

Q. What was Alam's answer to that? .

A. He showed that Korihor was deliberately misinterpreting everything, being pos-
sessed with a lying spirit (A1.30:42). He answered him patiently point by point, but
1t wda his exempiary restraint that gave Korihor the lie. :

. How so? : o

A. He showed him was ;gléfw_gas, putting him under no restraint whatever,
though he openly defied the nignestT authorities; Korihor was perf_ectly free to teach
the people anything he chose, for there was no law against a man's belief; for it was

strictly contrary to the Law of God that there should be 2 law which should bring men
on_to unequal grounds (Al.30:/)...Now if a man desired to serve God, it was his privi-
ege...but if he did not belifeve in him cthere was no law to punisn him (A1.30:9), or
to pu;: him at a disadvantage, for the 1dea was that all men were on egual drounds (AT.
30:11). :

Q. Do you mean that Alma, the high priest and chief judge of the land actually
permitted people to preach atheism?

A. When his own son went around the country with the King's sons preaching public-
ly against every thing their fathers stood foy, those two powerful men took no action

against them (Mos.27:8ff)--it took an angel to stop the young smart-Alecs, and even he
made it perfectly clear that God would not revoke the agency even of those who oppese




“his purposes: This is my church...and nothing shall overthrow it save it is the trans-
ression of my peoble (Mos.27:13). 6od guaranteses the integrity of his church against

al]l extarnal enemies, but he will not deny the members the right to transgress and de-
stroy it. SO with Korihor: Alma the chief judge, - . as determined as Moroni later w
 to pull down the pride and the nobility of the king-men (A1.4:19), passad no sentence
against him. .

Q. What happened to him? .

A. Poetic justi @ caught up with him. Uncomfortable among the Nephites, he sought
out the community of certain dissenters as proud and independent as himself, pecple
who had separatad themselves from the Neohites and called themselves Zoramites after
their leader. There Korihor was killed by a mob ZA1,§0:59§. These Zoramites are a per-
fect example of a phenomenon to which American archaeologists are calling attention,
since they seem to represent one of those "incursions by small expansionist 'elite’
groups” into areas where they imposed "political control and their own religious cults”
on the less militant inhabitants (J.A. Graham,1973), who perforce thereafter "maintaine:
the elite and constructed the great ceremeonial centers under their direction® (G.R.
Billey & D.B.Shimkin, 1973).So we find the common people complaining to Alma the missio-
nary, ...they have cast us out of our synagogues which we have labored abundantly to
build with out own hands (Al.32:5). We cannot pursue this striking piece of evidence
here, but cannct ignore the principle message of the Zoramites to us.

Q. What is that? . : )

A. The deceitfulness of g%ggé%—perfecﬂy_understandab"le,.-since:peop'!e have
.to 1ive with.themselves; but™also qui angerous, since it easily covers a multitude o:
sins. Thus the people of Zarahemla angrily rebuffed calls to repentance by Samuel the
Lamanite by insisting on being told not what was wrong with Zarahemla--for that ye...

" cast him out and seek all manner of ways to destroy him...say that he is a false propnet

- ..0f _the devil, etc. (Hel.13:26)--but rather what is ridht with Zarahemla, for which
ye will 1ift him up.,. n im_of + 1 8
him with-ces*]v apparel...(Hel1.13:28). Whi¢h s, incidentally, exacfly how priphets were
treated in Ancient America where the chilans (prophets) “were held in such high esteem
that they were carried on men's shoulders when they went abroad"--1ifted up (R.L.Roys,
Chilam Balam, p.182). Another bull's-eye for the Book of Mormon. )

Now these Zoramitss had their virtues as well as their vi{ces, as every society does
i1f it is %o survive tor a month or more. They were strong-minded, independent people, ..
who went off to found their own nation and in so deing showed themselves exceedingly
enterprising and industrious; a disciplined people, they turned out the ablest military
of ficers that Moroni ever had to contand with (A1.43:6,44; 48:5). Enjoying great pros-
perity, they were strict in their religicus obigrvances, giving fulsome thanks to 6od .

for his goodness in fervid personal testimoniesavery week, and preserving an atmosphere
of h}gh respectabi{ty with upswerving adhierence! to proper dress standards(A1.32:2).

-Q. They seem the right kind of pecple to me. - - : '
‘A. THey éertainly thought they were, giving themselves a five-star rating in every-
thing. And yet to ALma, who had seen as much as any man of the depravity of which men
are capable, these were beyond a doubt the wickedest people he had ever come up against:
0 Lord, he cried. wilt!thou suffer that thy servants shall dwell here below in the fiesh
to behold sucn gross wickedness amond the children of men? (Al.31:28)
Q. Whati, was so wicked about them? 1 .

- A. The peculiarly deadly combination of total selfishness with the assiduous culti-
vation of an air of saintliness was what stunned Alma, astonished bevond all measure at
their performance (A1.31:19} Behold. O God ey _crv R

Q. What is wrong with that? . .

A. "And yet® {s what is wrong with it, as Alma continues...and yvet their hearts are
swallowed up in their pride...they cry unto thee with their mouths, while they are lifte

even to areatness, with the vain things of the worid. Behold, O mv Bod, their costi
apparel...and all their precious things...and behold their hearts are set upon them, anc
et they Crv untc thees and say--we thank thee, O God, for we are a chosen peoble...(A].
31:27-28). It was that combinatior-0T covetousness and seif-righteousness to which the
Prophet Joseph found the people of*his day also highly susceptible, that condemned them.
Who can doubt that Mormon, who saw éur day in detail, had a very good reason for inclu-
ding the strange case of the Zoramites ir"his message to us? The story is equally im-
pressive for its manff%stlx authentic ancient setting and its prophetic relevance to
the modern situation. 'he loramites were-the: very type and model of the king-men.




Q. It seems to me that a little more discipline would not have harmed the sons of '

gngh{b?j’ah and Alma. Why didn't the King simply forbid his sons from making all that
schief?

A. Because he was Mosiah, who had given the Nephites their {deal constitution base

on the old Israelite rule of judges. Behold, it is not expedient that we should have a

king, he told his pecple in his farewell address, for thus sajth the Lord: ve shall no

esteem one flesh above another, nor one man think himsel|f acove another:; therezore | sa
unto you that it is not expedient for you to have a king (Mos.23:7). Here you have in

" <2 nutswgll the difference between tne king-men and the freemen, and the issue is purely

that of equality. Where persuasion would not work with the young men, an angel had, to
take over, "t hing douon T ormi ¢ enluLona cumams Fid cumm porfle

Q. Exactly what did Moroni gant in dealing with the king-men? ! ?

A. Before all else, peac The nation desperately needed peaca--that is why he
fairly exploded when he learned that Amalickiah was stirring up war-fever at home and
abroad (A71.46:11ff); personally his grand passion was for equality--a positive mania
with him=-without which, according to the Book of Mormon, there can be no freedom.

Q. But {f ever there was an un-average man it was Moroni! S

A. Yes, Mormon comments on that--for him Moroni was 0 uper-man (A1.48:16-1:
BUt he was wholly dedicated to defending tha Seituion wnich Mosian had given the
nation when he laid down the kingship, in which the sum of wisdom was equality, as set
forth in the great speech of his father King Benjamin at a former abdication: And I,
am not better than ve yourselves are; for I am also of the dust (Meos.2:26). Mosiah re-
Tterated the theme in his own farewel| address:...for thus sajth the Lord: Ye shall not
esteem one flesh above another, or one man think himseTf above another...(Mos.23:5). 1
desire that the inequality should be no more in this Tand...but | desire that this land
e a land of liberty, and every man may enjoy his riqhts and oriviledes alike...(Mos.&5
32). He telis us what: kind of equality s indispensable iT a people are to enjoy
1iberty, namely...that every man should have an equal chance throughout all the land..

to answer for his own sins.” (Mos.29:38).

Q. What's to prevent anv man from answering for his own sins‘f -

ry

A. Being in .bondage to another, so that he is not free to arrange his own actions.
We might get into all sorts of fine distinctions here, but fortunately the Book of Mor-
mon s full and explicit on the subject, allowing a genercus sampling of relevant and
enlightening passages. Right at the beginning, Nephi, following Isaiah, singles out .
the greataest enemy of equality: For because they are rich they despise the poor...thei
hearts are upon their treasure; whersefore, their treasure 1S their God...(2 Ne.9:30).
"Theéconomy™ 17s the Culprit...and they that are rch...Pufred up because of their
learning, and their wisdom, and their riches--vea, they are they whom he despisetn (2
Ne.9:24). The oniy time we ever read of God despising anytning--not his creatures bu:
their base self-imposed condition. Next Jacob, the brother of Nephi, puts his finger
on the spot:...you have ocbtained many riches; and because some of you have obtained mom

you... at you would mid you O 1S 1niquity and abomination...(Jac.2:13=16). ine -
danger does not lie in-riches as such, as Jacob points out; nothing would please him
bettar. that to have everybody ri ch: Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and

be familiar with all and free in your substance, that they may be m o like unto you.
(Jac.2:77], but in the unequal distribution, which is an abomination to God: Do ye not
supogse that such things are abominable to him who created all fiesh? And one being is
as precious in his sight as the other (Jac.2:20). Mosian recognizes the same peren-
nial threat to freedom in the processes of acguisition: I...have not sought gold

nor silver nor any manner of riches of you; neither have T suftered...that ye snould
make slaves of one another...And | myse!? have labored with mine own hands TH2T | icnt
serve you (Mos.Z:ig-14). For, behoid, are we not a egagars 0 we not all dedenc
ypon the same being...for all riches wnich we have of everv kind: (Mos.4:19.). When AIm:
organi zed his moaei church, they were all equal, and they did al] labor...and they did

{mpart of Bheir substance, every man according to that which he had...(Al.1:2 . ..




and thus they were all equal, and they did a1l labor, eyery man according to his
strength (A1.1:26). As a result, because of the steadiness of the church thev be-

gan to be exceeding rich, having abundance in all things...(Al.1:29).

. That sounds good to me. ,

A. So mark well what happened soon. These same good people, because of their
exceeding riches...which they had obtained bv their industry [note that--they worked .
for itl] ...were lifted up in the pride of their eyes...(Al.4:6)...the people of the
church began...to set their hearts upon riches...that they began to be scorniul, one
towards another...(A1.4:8). 1he result was great inecuality among the pedple (Al.4&:
12), and Alma...seeing all their inequality, bedan to be very sorrowtul (AT.4:15).
Will ye persist, he said to the people, in the wearing ot costly aopare], and in set-
ting vour hearts uoon...your riches? Yea, will ye persist in subposing that ye are
better one than another? (A1.5:537). This state of things inevitably led to social
-and economic collapse. — .

Q. How? - : ' .

A. Through the operation -of what we may call Samue'f'; IF.law; The prophet Samuel
the Lamanite sets forth the {nteresting rule, that wnen e cconomy” becomes the
main’ and engrossing concermn of a socity--or in the routine Book of Mormon phrase,
wthen "they begin to set their hearts ‘upon their riches”--the economy will self-de-
struct. This 1s how he puts it: ...ye do always remember your riches...your hearts
are not drawn out unto the Lord, but thev do sweil with great pride...envyings,
strifes, malice, persecudtions and murders, and all manner of iniqui Hel.13:22).
Note wel| that sequence of folly: first we are well pleased with oukselves because of
our wealth, then comes the game of medisdse status and prestige, leading to competi-
tive manoeuvres, hatred dirty tricks and finally the ultimate solution. Where wealth
guaranteaes respectabi'l'fty, principles melt away as the criminal element rises to the
top: For this cause hath the Lord God caused that a curse should come uoon the land,
and also ubon your riches (Hel.13:23). And behold, the time cometh that he curseth yls

our riches, that they become slippery, that ve cannot hoid them; and in the days of
your poverty ve cannot retain them (Hel. ...and then shall ye lament and say...oL
riches ...have become siippery that we should lose them; for behold our ricnes ars
gone from us . Behold, we lay a tool here and on the morrow it 1s done...(32-34).
Yea, we have hid up our treasures and thev have siipoed away from us, because of the
curse of the land...for beholid the land is cursed, and al| things have become s!|iDbe
and we cannot hoid them. Behcid, we are surrounced by demons... (Hel.ls: t
.ends in utter frustration and.total-insecurily as morals and the market collapse to-
gether and the baffled experts surrender. It happened also in Alma's day, when he
attributed the wars and contentions among the Nephites....an awful scene of bloodshed
-(A1.29:9f) to the same human weakepss: AnG thus we See how Qreat the inequality of
man is because of sin and transaression (AL.28:13). 1hat was at the very time that
- Korthor emerged withafervid dialectic giving philosophical sanction to that inequality
as .e_v§ry man fared in this 1ife according to the management of the creature, etc. (Al.
30:17). .

Q. How Tong does the problem persist in the Book of Mormon? .

A. Right to the efid. y years arcer Alma a righteous people were again 1ified
up unto pride and boastings because of their excseding great riches (3 Ne.§:5)% caresr
ism became- the order of the day in a business-society of many merchants...and also
many lawyers, and many officers. And the people began to be distinguisned by ranks

according to their riches, and their chances for learning...(3Ne.5:10-12) And thus
there became a great ineaqualil

in all the land, insomuch that the church Bedan to be
.6:14). Then came great natural calamities,after wnich the churcn

was established again by the Lord himself, and the people were all converted untc the
Lord...and thevy had all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and
poor, bond and free, but they were al) made iree... (4 Ne.2-3). And there we see

what it means to be true freemen. But 2s long as Satan is permitted to try men and to
tempt them by the gold and silver and treasures of the earth we can expect a counter-
attack; {n time the {deal society established by the Lord was broken up as there began
to be among them those who were 1ifted up in pride, such as the wearing of costly ao-
parel...and from that time forth they did have their goods and their substance no more




cammon among them (4 Ne.24-25). ‘

Q. Shouldn't we change the subject and get back to Moroni?

A. Moroni is still the subject--he was the greatesticnampion of equality of them
all. He had been elected to defend his people, and thus ﬁge was oreoar=m=L§o! support
their 1iberty...and their peace. Moroni...did not delight in bloodshed; a man whose
soul did jov in the liberty and freedom of his country (A1.48:10-11). FOr him peace
and freedom were as inseparacie from each other as both were from equality. So Moron
commanded that his army should go against those king-men, to pull down their pride an

their nobili and level them to the earth...And...the armies did march forth agdainst
them; and they did pu down their pride and their nobiiity... st/ hus

. d
Moroni put an end .to those king-men, and there were not. any known by -the appelation
,of king-men; and thus he put an end to their stubbormness and the oride 01 those pecp
who professed the blood of nobility; but they were brougnt down to humble Lhemse|ves
iike uynto their brethren.(AT1.57:21). .

Q. THere seems to be a note of gloating there. ’

A. There is no doubt that the king-men had made a horrible nuisance of themselves
But the final settlement left them no worse off than anybody else--no hint of punish-
ment or reprisal. Moroni is quite impartial; when he suspects his own superiors of.
arrogance in governemnt he writas to them: I shall stir up insurrection amena vou,
even untilthose who have desire to usurp power and authority shall become extinct. Ye °
behold I_do not fear your power nor your authority, but it is my God whom | fear (Al.
60:27f). Behold, I am Mroni, your chief cantain. I seek not for power, but to pull
jt down. 1 seek not for the honor of the world but for the glory of mv God (A1.60:36

Q. Doesn't ail that pulling down sound rather drastic? . ’

A. Moroni explains: Had it not been for these Xinc-men, who caused so much blood-
shed among ourselves...yea, had it not been for the desire for power and authcrity w
those king-men had over us...we should have dispersed our enemies...(A1.50:i16). He
notes that ambitious Nephites are more guilty than Lamanite invaders even, for it is
tradition of their fathers that has caused their hatred...while your iniquity i{s for
the cause of your love of glory and the vain thinas of the world...(Al.50:32). .

Q. Moroni was a great warrior, a great general, and you say all that he wanted
was peace? . - - '

A. His first move against Amalickiah was to gather all the people together and
make a_covenant to keep the peace (A1.46:31), and the immediate result of the Tight-
ning campaign that followed was that the Neph{ites began to have peace: and thus did
they mafntain peace--for four years. They did have much peace, thanks to Moroni
(AL.46:36-38). And as soon as the long war was over, wnat did he do? As the savior
of his.country and a national hero he could.have been elected to any position he
chose, including that of king or dictator-~he had achieved the very .thing for which
Amalickiah had plotted and struggled so long; tut instead of .going on to a brilliant
career Moroni, though still a young man (A1.43:17), yielded uo the command of his
armies...and retired to his own house that he might spend the remainder of his days
in peace --all his words about peace and equality had not been Jjust talk (Al1.62:43).

Q. But he was a fierce fighter. .

A. High-spiritad and short-tempered he certainly was, as his {1l-advised letters
to Pahoran (A1.60:1ff) and Ammoron (A1.54:11-13) amply attest. But his magnanimous
nature as a lover of peace and fair play always prevailed. He always calls the enemy
his brothers, with whom he {s loathe to contend. Could you ask for a less warlike
spirit than that of an army who were comelled reluctantly to contend with their
brethren the Lamanites, who waged war for the space of manv years, notwnithstanding
their much reluctance, who were sorry to take up arms against the Lamanites, because
they did not delight in the shedding of biood; vea...t to be the means
of sending &0 many of their brethren out of this worid...(AL.48:21-23)7 in batzie
Moroni aiways calls an end to the fighting and proposes a settlement the moment the
enemy shows signs of weakening (A1.43:54, 44:71,20, etc.), and though surprise and
deception are the essence of strategy, he refused to take advantage of an enemy who
was too drunk to fight--that would be "unjust", he said (A1.55:18). He even made
special excuses for sending spies behind enemy lines (A1.43:23f). With never a
thought of punishing a. beaten foe, he sought no reprisals even afiar the gravest
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provocations; and he was satisfied to take his defeatad adversaries at their word
and trust them to return to their homes or settle among the Nephites as they chose
$A1.44:6 ,20; 44:11,19f), even granting them Nephite lands for their rehabilitation
A1.62:16). His attitude is well expressed in an exchange of letters with his friend
Pahoran, who writes: We would not shed the blood of the Lamanites if they would stay
in_their own land. We would not shed the blood of our [Nephite] brethren if they wou
not rise up against us in rebellion and take the sword against us. We would subject
ourseives to the yoke of bondage if it were recuisite with the justice of God--whicnm,
indeed, in the Book of Mormon story it sometimes was (Al.62:10-13). We do not :
desire to be men of blocod, says Alma on the battle field, ...ye are in our hands,

et we do not desire to slay vyou. We have not come...that we miaht shed your blood
¥or gower...IAI.M:i-Z).

His wars were all defensive: The Nephites were taught to defend themselves, but
never to raise the sword except if were against an enemy...to preserve their lives

A1.48:14). While he prepared fortifications for defense...to support their liberty.
and their peace, he did not delight in bloodshed; a man whose soul did joy in the
Tiberty and freedom of his country (Al.48:8-10). Above- ail, this great general re-
nounced the standard military soglution to problems of defanse.

Q. What is that? . : :
- A. The strategic approach. ' Strategy i{s by definition deception—its purpose is

to fool the opposition. Moroni's “unrealistic” approach to the problem of power is
vividly: contrasted with the methods of Amalickiah: ...while Amalickiah had thus been

obtaining power by fraud and deceit, Moroni, on the other hand, had been oreparing .
the minds of the people to be faithful to the Lord their God (Al.48:7). For him,

'In the end, that was the only gduarantee of true security. Moramon tells us that

Moroni was a man like Ammon...and also Alma...(A1.48:18). Al it will be recalled,
aftar ably functioning ascommander of the armies, high priest of the church, and
chief judge of the land, 1aid down all his high officas to go out and try to save
things by bearing down in pure testimony among a stiff-necked people (A1.4:19). They
gave him a bad time wien he came before them without any official clout,. lut he knew
that that was the only solution. Ammon, the mightiest fighting man in the Book of
Mormon, laid aside his invincible “Swoi r% to go tracting from door to door among a2
bloody-minded enemy nation; his friends and fellow.church members laughed at the
idea: Do_you suopose that ve can bring the Lamanites to the knowledge of the truth...
as stiff-necked a people as they are; whose hearts delight in bloodshed; whose days
ave-been spent in the qrossest iniguity; whose wavs have been the ways of a trans- .
gressor from the beginning? That is how they made fun of Ammon's insane propasal.
There is only one way to deal with these people, they said--only one language they

-understand: Let us take uo arms against them, that we destroy them and their inigquity

out of our Tand, lest THEY overrun and destroy US (A1.26:25). Kill or be killed--the

basic creed of the military to this day. Now mv brethren, ve remember that this was
their lanquage, says Ammon recalling it (AT.26:24). But what did Ammon do, the
most terrible ?ighter of them all? With his companions, patient in our sufferings...
we have traveled from house to house, teaching anyone who would listen...and we
have been cast out, and mocked, and soit uoon, and smote upon our cheeks...(Al.25:28¢
Q. You say this man was the greatest of all Book of Mormon warriors?
A. In single combat no one could hold a candle to him. A
Q. And he let peopie laugh at him, and slap his face, and spit on him? .
A. He tells us why: _And we have suffered...all this, that perhaps we might be
the means of saving some socul; and we supposed that our joy would be full if pernhaps
we couid be the means of saving some (A1.26;30). He Knew that the harder way of
winning over an enemy was the better way and all his converts underwent a most mar-
velous change of heart: Now there was not one soul among all the pecole who had been
converted unto the Lord that would take up arms against their brethren; nay thev wculc
not even make any preparations for war; yea, and also their king commanced them that
they should not (Al.24:6). No less than eight times do they refer ts their former
deeds of arms as acts of murder for which they are deeply contrite (A1.24:9ff, 25:5,

"8,23). They were complete pacifists, and Moroni gave them his unquaiified suppor:

apng with Helaman, another great commander, who labored successfully to dissuade the



Ammon{tes from taking up arms even to come to the aid of his own sorely-pressed
troops in a desperate military crisis (A1.53:11). As a result of that, many Lamanite:
surrendered and were sent by Moroni and Helaman to dwell with the people of Ammon...
(A}.62:17),_such as were desirous to join the peoole of Ammon and become a fres

ecple (Al1.82:27).
Q. Strange that those pacifists should be singled out as a free people.. .
A. Who is free to do as he will in a state of war? Once the shooting starts
the options vanish. That is why people rush into war--becausaithey think it will
put an end to their problems.

Q. But hold on! What about all those men who were put to death for not joining
Moron{'s army?

A. They have been represented as conscientious objectors and pacifists, but they
were the exact opposita. Note that Moroni specifies that he sheds the blood of his
Nephite brethren only when they take the sword against us (A1.62:10f). He explains
the situation:...were it not for those king-men, who causad so much bloodshad among
ourselves...had they been true to the cause of freedom, and united with us, and gone
forth acainst our enemies, instead of TAKING UP THEIR SWORDS AGAINST US, which was
the cause of so much bloodshed among ourselves...we should have dispersed our ene-
mies...(A1.60:16). These were no pacifists or foot-dragging Nephites, but @ para- i1

.military combine out to use forced to gain political ends; they were Amalickiahites,

both stirring up war with the Lamanites and planning to shed the blood of the oppesi-

" tion at home:...and whomsoeve: OF THE AMALICKIAHITES that would not enter into a

covenant to suoookrt the cause of freedom...he caused to be put to death...and there
were few (A1.46:35). 1hey had welcomed the approaching Lamainites, giad in their
hearts that the government was in trouble, and though .Morosi reasoned with tnem and
appeaied to their sense of gratitude and fair play, they would not budge from their
hostile position:...when Moroni saw...that the Lamanites were coming into the borders
of the land, he was exceedingiy wroth with them becausa of the stubbornness of
those people whom he had labored with so much diligence to preserve (Al.51:14). Even
. S0, they were not taken from their hames or cut down in the streets, but 21l met thei:
fate &the battle-field in the very act of Idying about them with their swords--
they fairly beaten in an open fight which they invited:...the armies did march

forth “against them; and did pull down their pride and nobility, inscmuch that AS TREY
BID LIFT UP THEIR WEAPONS OF WAR 10 FiGAT K&INST THE MEN OF %ENI they were newn
down and leveied to the eartn (Al.51:18). Ihe victims were not helpiess prisoners
but armed warrior on the field of battle. N

Q. But were not those cut down who refused ta take up arms in defense of their
country?

A. Cut down, but only on the battle field during the battle:...all of their-
leaders who were not SLAIN IN BATTLE, were taken and cast into prison, for there
was no time for their trials ast this period (Al.51:19). Those not siain in battle
had also refused to take up arms in defense of their country, yet they were not
put to death even when taken with arms {n their hands, but were remanded for trial.

Q. How did the trial go? : ' .

A. They were all released when they surrendered rather than be smittan down bv
the sword; they were not even executed for treason, but oniy were requirsd hence-
forth to fight valiantly for their freedom from bondage (A1.51:21)--which I think
they willingly did in the face of what followed. =

Q. What was that? ~ e e —— e e e ——

A. The sight of Amalickiah, vthe king-men's idea  of a Nephite patriot,— _ ~. .
leading a Lamanite army against the Nephites--when they saw him in hiS true colors =
after have won them oveP"by fraud and deceit™ they would willingly enocugh switch ¢o
the faithful Moroni. Four years later under a new leader of the king-men the prob-
lem of disaffected Nephites came up again, with the solution:...those men of Pachus
[the new leader] and those king-men who would not take up arms in detense of their

- coun BUT WOULD FIGHT AGAINST IT, were put to death, this time after being capturec
.and tried (A1.62:9). 1hey had actually joined the Lamanites in the attack, which
indeed they had arranged; yet even so they were given a chance to change their minds,




and only thqz}e wers put ta death who stubbornly insisted on denying their freedom
(A1.62:10). Eit they are all warrior@--anything but pacifists or conscientious ob-
jectors. There are indeed some very conspicuous pacifists and war-cbjectors in the
Book of Mormon besides Ammon and his people, and interestingly enough they include
some of the most valiant warriors and seasoned fighters, but we cannot go into their
stories here. We are concerned only with king-men and freemen.

- Q. Did the Pachus episode put an end to the king-men?

A. Far from it. Though we never hear of the freemen by that name again, the %;gg;

n persevere ri to the end. They were able to become so numerous in Zarahemia
gurmg ’_'Eﬁge:: war'?g?‘ﬁié_r-%—‘g'—t e ovemﬁ'ar Pahoran had to flee for his 1ife (A1.61:3); but the
people flocked to him in exile as they had flocked to Moroni's banner, and the two
leaders were able to join forces and bring the war to a succassful conclusion (62:43)
Then Moroni went into permanent retirement--free of ambition to the end. But the
king-men were not finished.

Q. What next? - »

A. They went underground--standard proceedure when they are beatsn--and made them
salves indistinguishable from the general public as they bided their time and carried
the secret plans and programs that such people love (Hel.1:12). Their leader, Kishku
sought out the services of a professional hit-man by the name of Gadianton, a talente
killer, exceeding expert in his craft (Hel.2:3-4), who could be trusted to carry out
secret work of murder and robbing in a businesslike and professional manner. He
worked out a plan which he guaranteed would put Kishkumen and his gang in compiete
control of the government. A1l they had to do was to murder the chief judge Helaman,
as they had already murdered his predecessor Pahoran, and get Gadfanton himself made
judge—he would take care of the rest (Hel.2:4-5). The plan miscarried and the vil-
lains had to skip town, and yet before many years this Gadianton did orove the over-
throw, vea, almost the entire destCuction, of the peopie of Nephi (Hel.ll:l13).

Q. How was that possible?

A. By broadening his operation. The cloak-and-dagger stuff was all very well,
but big money has to be respectable money from a visible source, and his new plan was
to bring the public into his operation in a big way, allowing anyone to buy in, s¢
that they seduced the more part of the righteous, who seeing how the business pres-
pered had come down to believe in their works and partake of their spoils (Hel.6:38).
Public opindon was so much on their side that the Nephites did build them up and sup-

port them, beginning at the mére wicked part of them, but then growing ever more re-
spectable until they had overspread all the land...(Hel.6:38). .. L
, Q. But how could they be so crude or so naive as to invest in a corporation whos:
business was robbery? A
A. That was the clever part of the plan. As the Nephites did turm into their
own way, and did Build up unto themselves idols of gold and siiver (Hel.6:31), it
was easy for the society to swing elections in its favor and so put its people in
complete control of the law-courts: from then on they could make whataver they chose
to do perfectly legal. Speaking of the days of Moroni, Moron cbserves that it was
the lawyers and judges who started laying_the foundation o? the destruction of this
eople (A1.10:27). So with the public in 2 state of awTul wickedness and the com-
ine in control of khe nation's wealth in the space of not many vears (Hel.6:X),
there was little opposition when those Gadianton robbers filling the juddment seats
established their kind of justice, doing whatever they pleased under color of legaiit
condemning the righteous because of their righteousness ' - 3
Tetting the guilty and the wicked Go unpunished because of their money (fe=meielgouii
...held in office at the head of the dovermment t0 rule and do according toc their
wills (aftar all, they were the government), that they miaoht get gain and the gicry
of the world...(Hel.7:5). This was no undercover operation, but government heavy
with the symbols of power and majesty. Ironically, at this very time the Gadianton
robbers were hunted down and utterly destroved from among the Lamanites (Hel.6:37).
Q. Good police work?
A. Of the right kind. They borrowed a page from Ammon and sent out missionaries
" everywhere to preach the word of God among the more wicked part of them, and that
did {t--they gave up the whole evil business (Hel.§:37).




Q. That sounds unrealistic. L. .
A. As indeed TT 15, ©© those who do not knoaw the power of the Bospel. But Alma

had used the same method to pull down...the pride and craftiness...which were among
his people years before (A1.4:19). That is, instead of marching forth with an army
or a posse, though he was up to then the commander-in-chief (Al1.4:16), he armed
himself with no other weapon than the word of God...seeing no way that he might res.:
claim them save it were in bearing down in pure testimony against them (Al.4:<U).
But it worked--we make a tragic mistake in underestimating the power of the Gospel to
change men's lives if only it {s brought to them. Also we are prone to look to force
for solutions, though the final word and summing-up of the last great commander in
the Book of Mormon {s, therefore, he that smiteth shall be smitten again, of the
Lord. Behold what the scripture says--man shall not smite, neither shall he judge
{Mor.8:19F). 1he Lamanites got rid of the Gadiantons, but not the Nephites.

Q. Who was left for them to loot if everybody belonged?

A. There were levels of control and profit-taking, as in a modern franchise set-
up; at the heart of everything was the original band of charter members, a sort of
central committee, whose meetings and manipulations were top-secret (Hel.6:22ff), But
there is no love lost among criminals—the devil will not support his children at
the last day, says Mormon, but doth speedily drag them down to hetl (Ai.30:60).
Inevitably interests and ambitions conflict, and so with criminal interests fighting
each other there were wars throughout 31l the land among the people of Nephi. And
it was this secret band of robbers who did carry on this work of desfuction and
wickedness...(Hel.ll:1). N

Q. Why weren't the Nephites destroyed at that time? ot

A. The intervention of the prophet Neph{ saved them when he deliberataly asked
God to wipe out the economy completaly--he prayed for a super-depression: O _Lord,
do not suffer that this people shall be destroyed by the sword: but 0 Lord, ratner
Tet there be a famine to Stir them up in remembrance (Hel.11:4). Inhe famine was nor-
rendous, and put a stop to everything, so that finally the people were willing to
give up their stocks and bonds and settle for just their lives:...when the peonle
saw that they were about to perish by famine (Hel.11:7), they appeaied ot Nephi wno
prayed: ...0 Lord, wilt thou turn away thine anger, and try again if they will serve
thee? (Hel.11:16). SO they were given another chance and the robbers went, literally,
undeground:...the band of Gadiantons...have become extinct, and they have conceal-
ed their secret plans in the eartn (Hel.11:10). 1hat conceaiing in the earth is a
very important part of the story. The mischief is not finished off—1{t only sleeps.
Since it is Satan's prerogative to try men and to tempt them with the tresdasures of
the earth, the means of doing so will always be within his reach. Accordingly,

-only four years after the great famine we find a certain number of dissenters from.. .
the people of Nephi who had permanently joined the Lamanites some years before,
_bent on stirring up another war (Hel.11:24). Their motive was robbery.

A. Hadn't they. learned their lesson?, 5 . .

Q. They thought they had, for this time they were resorting to a wholly new
strateqy—ierrorism:...thev would commit murder and plunder; and then they would

' back_into tne mountains, and into...secret places, hiding themseives that
Ebg! could not be discovered, receiving dailv an_addition to tneir numpers...(Hel 11:
ecoming strong, they revived the name and the program of the Gadianton society,

and their appeal was mostly to tfie young, who found it exciting (337:.:’2.'.5&5.)'.

Their unrelenting campaign of terrorism did make great havoc...amore the peodble of
Nephi (He1.11:27?. Armies were sent against them, but to no avaii-=it was not

That kind of a war; the terrorists were winning (Hel.11:28-33). But this had one
good result--it kept the rest of the people from slipping back {nto their old

ways: Now this qreat evil, which came unto the people because of their iniouity,

did stir them up to rememporance of the Lord their Gad {Hel.l1:34). .But here we

have anotner demonstration of the folly of-labelling good guys and bad guys, for
only three years later they began to wax stromo—in {niquitv (Hel.11:36} and this

. 4ime they did not mend their ways (11:36), SO that for another two years thev did

wax stronger and stronqer in their pride, and in their wickedness; and thus thev
were ripening again for gestruction (Hel.11:37). Nephi the prophet did his best,
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but got 1ittle support. As usual, it was the king-men who ended up {n the saddle unde:
a man called Jacob. Under this renewed pressure the central government finally col-
lapsed and the people followed their local tribal leaders and traditions, and thus
they did destrov the government of the land (3 Ne.7:2-3). The "secret combination®
had engineered the whole thing (3 Ne.7:9) by stirring up contention everywnere (3 Ne.
- 7:7), and taking advantage of a climate in which the people did vield themselves unto
the power of Satan (3 Ne.7:5), since even the more righteous part of the peopie had
nearly all become wicked (7:7). The secret organization put their man Jacodb on the .
. throne (8-9). But then ths rest of the populace, notwithstanding they were nof a T'ights
- pur peoole, yet they were united in hatred of those who had entered into a covenant
'To des trov_the dovermment (3 Ne.7:11)1. Having finally gotten rid of their favorite
target, the central government, the pecple 1md‘iata1y_regrje-£ted {ts loss and turned
with fury on those whom they held responsible for terminating 1t.

Q. - By now the story is getting a bit monotonous. .

A." Yes, and it is the same monotonous scenario that tells us of decline and
fall in other times and places, including the days that 1ie ahead for us--for the
story has been preserved and published for our benefit, ,

Q. But don't the recurrent transitions from Good People to Bad People and back

again take place %&?‘ ]
B A. The Book rmon writers themselves often marvel at the speed with which
the picture changes. In the instance last cited the writer notes, And thus six

ears had not passed away since the more part of the pecple had turned from their
righteousness...(3 Ne./:8). ANd yet 1T we examine our own experience and history
people do post with such dexterity from one extreme to the other--where wea'lt}} is
concerned, that is; and in the Book of Mormon, money is the key to the situatien,
Now the cause of this inifcuity was this, Mormon observes, Satan_had great power,
unto the stirring up of the people to do all manner of inigquity, and to the ouf-
fing them up with pride. tempoting them to seek for power, and authority, and riches,
and the vain things of the worid (3 Ne.5:15). Need we remind you that "power,
authority, and riches” are what the king-men are always after, and what Moroni and
his freemen were determined to "pull down"? Mormon's remark was by way of explai-
ning why the nation had declined so quickly, why they had enjoved peace but a few
years (3 Ne.5:16). Money gets quick resulfs.and the effects of newiy-acquired _
riches are almost instantaneous. At once the happy recipient of a big pramotfon
{s expected to change his 1ife-style, move-to a better part of town, join different
clubs, send his chiidren to different schools, even change his church affiliation
for a more fashionable one, or drop an intended bride for one more acceptable to
the President's wife and her exaltaed circle. The instant pride of the foolish
milkmaid in the prospects of 2 new affluence was the same ambition that made a
monster of the noble and generous Macbeth overmight. History, 1iterature, and
folklore are full of the Fatal Gold--the deadly Rings, the Dragon's Treasure,

the Golden Fleece, etc.--that brings quick and inevitable destruction on those

that seek and find it. No, my-friends, the Book of Mormon does not exaggerate
either the relentiess efficiency or the speed with which wealth. corrupts all

those who "set their hearts upon riches and the things of the world.". .

. Q. But just how far can we go in applying the story to ocurselves?
A. Why do you think the book was given to us? Angels do not come on trivial
errands, to deliver books for occasional 1ight reading to people whom they do not
_ really concern. The matter in the Bock of Mormon was selected, as we are often
reminded, with scrupulous care and'with particular readers in mind. For scme
reason there has been chosen for our attention a story of how two previous
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civilizations on this continent were utterly destroyed and why. Lest the modern
reader of this sad and disturbing tale from the dust choose to pass lightly over
those fearful passages that come too.close to home, the main theme is repeated
again and again, so that almost any Latter-day Saint child can tell you what it is:
The people were good so God made them prosperous, and then they were bad and got
wiped out. What few can tell you is the steps by which the fatal declension
took place, without which the story is jejeune and naive. '

Q. Can you sum up the stens? I take it they are more or Tess what you have
been talking abdut. :

A. In their progperity the people "begin to set their hearts on riches®, an
oft-repeated formula which rings 1ike the stroke of doom. It reminds one of the
four steps in Greek tragedy, each leading inexorably to. the next--olbia, koros, hy-
bris, and Ate--there, too, power and gain is the theme. With wealth the measure of '

a1l things a class-conscious and covetous society ends up under the domination of

powerful combinations, leading to internal rivalries and international intrigue that
inevitably lead to war, a war of extermination resulting from the willful polari-
zation _hetween equally guilty nations, each justifiably feeling threatened by
the other, and each determined to see the sole so@ée of {ts troubles in the wicked-
ness of the other. The wars solve nothing, even for the winners.

Q. I can see endless debate growing out of those propositions.

A. Fortunately we are not obliged to speculate on the guggose of the Book °§
Yormon in telling us all this, for its authors and editors nave adaressed tnem-

Telves specifically to our generation on the point. Hear the moving appeal of
0 ve Gentiles,how can ve stand before the power of God, exceot ve
shall repent and turn from your evil ways?(Mor.5:20)...he hath made m@nifest unto

"you OUR imperfections, that YE may learn to be more wise than WE have been (Mor.

131)....there shall be areat poiiictions upon the face of the eartn [the expression
definitely implies ecology], and there shall be murders, and robbing, and lving,

. and deceivinas, and whoredems...many who vill say, do this, or do that, and it.

mattareth not...Wo be unto such!?! (Mor,8:30}, speak untd you as if ye were Dree
sent., and vet ve are not...but Jesus Christ hath shown you unto me, and [ know
your doing, And I know that ve do walk in the pride of your hearts...unto the
wearing of very fine apparel, unto envyinas and strifes, and malice and persecu-
tions...For behold, ve do love money, and your substance, and vour fine apparel,
and the adorning of your churches, more than ve love the poor...needv...Sick and

“"afflicted. 0 ye pollutions, ve hypocrites, ve teachers who sell vourselves for
"that which will canker, why have ve poliuted the holv church of God?...Why do ve

adorn voursaives with that wnich hath no 1ife and yet suffer the hungry and the

‘needy, and the ‘naked...Si¢K...and afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not?

Yea, why do ve build up your Secret comsdinations to get gain, and cause that
widows should mourn before the Lord. and also orphans...and aiso the bioed of

" their fathers and their husbands to cry to the Lord from the ground for vengeance
‘upon_yeur heads? Behold the sword of vengeance hanageth over you and the time soon
COmeth...00r:8:35=41), I used to think that those words about biood crying from

the ground were possibly a bit overdrawn--but not after seeing what is going on
throughout the world today! -
Q. How do you kmow that these thing apply to our particular generation?

"A. Mormon's son, Moroni, tells us that the teachings of the book will apply
to that generation that recognizes the symptoms; the shoe will belong to the one
it fits. Up until now the Book of Mormon has been for the Mormons themselves &
romantic tale of the far-away and long-ago, as strange as the Arabian Nights--
such things just did not happen in the real world! But now: 0 ve Gentiles, it is
wisdom in God that these things should be shown unto you, that thereny ve may

repent of your sins, and suffer not that these murderous comoinations snaii get

above you, which are bujlt up to get power and gain--and the work, yea, even tne

work of destruction come upon You, yea even the sword OT Justice OT the eterna!

_ God shall fall upon you, to vour overthrow and destruction i7T ye sufrer these

things to be...hWherefore, the Lord commandeth vyou, when ye shail see thes2 tnings

come amonda you that ye shall awake to 2 sense 0T vour awful situation, becausa of



this secret combination which shall be among you; or wo be unto it, because of the
blood of them who have been slain (Ether 8: 23-24)

Q. But what can any one do about combinations as secret and as powerful as those
Mentioned’ Who can oppose them?

A, First of all, we are told, we can cease to build them up, for...whoso buildeth
£ oo seesketh to overthrnw the freedom of all lands,,.and it brincéth to pass the de-

Cstruyr*ion of a1l naEEj (Eth.8: 25).
How can you build up a combination if you don't know where it is or even what

Q.
- 1t is? .
A. You can do that by playing the game its way. Once you have been warned, as
- we have here, that things are bemg run by such elements, then you know very well
that if you aspire to power and gain, influence, status, prestige, in a word success
by present-day standards, you can only achieve them by Going everytiting theie: way.
One ceases to uphold them only by rejecting a whole way of life, regardless of the
risk or inconvenience involved.
Q. So you don't uphold them; but they are still there. How can yoy get at them?

A. As Alma and Ammon did in their day. They went forth bearind down in pure tesci-
mony to whoever would hear them, suffering the worst the opposition had to offer,
not with the intent to destroy our brethren [who were very wicked and depraved, you
ou will recall], but with the intent that t PERHAPS we MIGHT save SOME FEW of their
souls (A1.26:26)." Admittedly it was a risky and dangerous business, but it was all they
could do. We are not called upon to seize and occupy enemy territory, for the evil we
are combatting is everywhere (D.C.1:1ff), and the only place we can confront it and
overcome it is in our own hearts. I cannot make a bad person good by pulling a triggery
yet conversion of sinners to saints {s exactly what the Lord requires, to persuade the
children of men to do qood continually, so that Sitan mav have no mors power over their
hearts (tth.8:26). LIf men are to overcome Satan in this world they must be alive to
do it-—shootxng them solves nothing.

Q. But we must overcome the hosts of evil.

A. Where are they? This is my doctrine...that the Father comnandeth all men, everv
- where, to repent...(3 Ne.1(:30). Will you ask God which people you are to love and .
which you are to hate? Which to deal fairly with and which to cheat? Which to speak
the truth to and which to 1ie to? Which to be kind to and which to be cruel to? The
word of God answers all such questions with the greatest clarity; we have only one
game-plan, and that is the call to faith, repentance and charity with which Moroni
sums up the Book of Mormon.

Q. You mean we should treat freemen and king-men alike?

. A. Of eourse. In our society who is going to call himself a king-man or not call
himself a freeman? To 1lay . official claim to the title is as fatuous as forming 2
club called“the Great Men™ {n the expectation of being accepted as soch. It is the
title in its Book of Mormon context that has concerned us here, and though the defi-
nition has taken us on 2 longer journey than we expected, we have not been wandering,
for the ways of the king-men must also be understood if we are to understand the freemen

Q. How, then, would you define the freemen in the Book of Mormon?

A. As the Nephites who sUpported Foroni in his opposition to a dangerous coalition
led by Amalickiah. That combination consisted of rich Nephites who were outraged by
what they considered the interference by"Helaman and his brethren® in their private
affairs, monarchists, {nfluential and intriguing families, a self-styled aristocracy,
social climbers 11fted up_in their hearts by their new wealth (A1.45:24), haughty and
aspiring judges, power-hungry local ofticials including almost all the lawyers ‘and
the high priests, taking advantage of church posit1ons ?3 Ne.6:27), aiong with many
ordinary church members beguiled by the powerful and impressive rhetoric of Amalickiah.
Only one comprehensive label fits that combinations-

Q. And you would call the freemen left Wing?

A. Not at all. For them there were no wings—equality was their waichword, and
their torn and trampled garments and tattlered "title of liberty" announced to all that
they considered themselves nothing more than God's typically weak and fallible ch11dren,
whom he loves all alike.




Q. Would you say that the freemen as such had no distinctive characteristics?

A. On the contrary, from our point of view they would be a great oddity. For
the Book of Mormon they are just ordinary people, but their character stands out in
.bold relief as they are pointedly contrasted to the king-men. To wit, they were
not militant; it took a great deal to stir them to action, and they made war with
heavy reluctance and without rancor, always keeping the fighting to a minimum ,
They were peace-loving, non-competitve, and friendly, appealing to the power of the
word above that of the sword. "Taught never to give offensej" and never aggressive,
they were terrible indeed when the king-men pushed them too far, but quick to spare
and forgive, They were not class-conscious, but prized equality among the greatest
of blessings. In their personal lives they placaed no great value on the accumulation

- of wealth and abhorred displays of status and prestige, e.g. in the wearing of

fashionable and expensive clothes. Eschewing ambition, they were not desirous or
envious of power and authority; they recogniz_ed that they were "despised” by the
more success-oriented king-men, and thought of themselves as outcasts from the ways
of the world. Theyshunned the climate of secrecy and conspiracy in which the king-
men delighted as they did their aristocratic pretenses and aspirations. They scught
the sclution to all their problems in fervid prayer and repentance., ~~

Q. It sounds rather boring to me--too idealistic ‘and unrealistic. ‘

A. Yes, that is the way it seems to us. We have disqualified ourselves for that
kind of 1ife; nothing short of a fix moves our jaded and over-stimulatad appetites
any more. But may I point out to you that there are still a few societies lef: on.
earth, or were until recently, in which the freemen's way of life survived. I am
thinking of certain societies of American Indians and Pacfific Islanders.

Q. Come now:. They are nature-people, savages.

A. By us they are "despised", to use Moroni's expression. But what stable societie:
from the NewEngland village to the ancient dwellers on the Nile have not been "nature
pegple” » 9ladly accepting the world that God has given us. -1t {s only in ‘our own
day that the bull=-dozers, free-ways, high-rises, parking prairies, shopping palaces
and industrial "parks" have claimed the land in the name of great combinations dedi-
cated to power and gain. And in that denatured and dehumanized setting modern man
finds satisfaction in watching, reading, and 1iving out those stories of contention,
violence, intrigue, duels for power, grand theft, murder, high fashion and high sex

- which have become the daily fare of the millions as they once were for the king-men
of old;- -And ever and always, MONEY {s the name of the game
But there is a ray of hope in the circumstance that the freemen and king-men belon
to the same race and culture; it is quite possible for peopie to move from one cate-
gory to the other, as they often do in the Book of Mormon, where "one very wicked
man" can get a huge following in short order, and just as quickly lose it. We are
all both king-men and freemen at heart, just as we are all potenti@l devils or qods.

At the center of Ancient American studies todav Ties the soverign question, Why

did evervthing co%'mly, and sc mysteriously? -

To this question "no solution acceptable to the majority of students has yet appeared.®
(Culbert 263). J. Eric Thompson's theory is that people “in an increasingly compiex
society had largely Tost the ability to act for themselves." But the valuable
collec=ion of studies edited by T. P. Culbert, The Classic Mava Collapse (U. of

New Mex, 1973) reaches an overall consensus which 1s worth setting forth in the

words of the various contributors. It may help to put the Book of Mormon statement

in a roughly parzllel column.

Culbers, p.91."Oversuccessful, overstrained, Jac.2:13-21...y0u have obtained many riches...
and probably overbearing, Tikal would have ye are 1ifted up in the pride of your hearis..
been at the mercy of...ecoiogical, social 8od...candemneth you, and {f ye persist...his

and political catastrophes..." Jjudgments must speadily come upon you.



. E.W.Andrews, p.263 "As civilization becomes
more compiex, it becomes more vulnerable--
as we are discovering to our increasing
horror in recent years...the problems .of
mintenance and unity increase geometrically.™

W.T.Sanders, p.359 "...rise of population
density, decline of per capita income, in-
creasing local specialization in crops,
heavier reliance upon...the periphery for
basic materials and more highly organized
trade...closely correfated with militarism
(and)...a shift from egalitarian to ranked
and stratified society." 363. "Recent studies
favor political and economic causes...
military incursions...disrupted the trade
network...farmland gebbled up the forests...
364 “...an increasing distance between
peasant and neble, an economic detsrioration

- {n the average peasant's 1i{festyle, and an
increase of nutritionally based dissases."
"The only reasonably explanation (for sudden
and catastrophic population decline) for the
Toss (of population) is migration, stimulated
by peasant dissatisfaction and permitted by
the breakdown of the political system.”

M.C.Nebb, p.402Ff "...rivalry over trade
was a mjor cause of war...Probably in

many cases allegiance was simply trans-
ferred to the intruders.” 403. *..
the proximate cause (of the great .
collapsa) was the spread of the Post-
classic pattern of secular trade and

commercial war into the Maya area."

General Summary (&.R.Willey & D.B.Shimkin)
p.458. "...lLate Classic society was more
sharply differentiated into elite and
commoner strata than...Barly Classic times.
As this process of an eiite consolidation
went on (there was)...a related development
of a class of burocrats and craft specialists
-..261. 1in the 7th and 8th Centuries "Maya
civilization...was integrated at the elite
level in 2 more impressive fashion than ever
before,"” as "signs of regionalisa" appear.
470. "Intensified fighting among cities,
intercity fighting, crop loss and destruc-
tion, malnutrition, and disease...reduced
the population” (e.g. 90% at Tikale=Culbert)
/

.0.484. "The most vital aspects" of the col-
lapsa are, "1) the role of the elfte class,
2 the widening social gul¥ between the

elite and the commoners, 3) the competition
between centers, 4) agricultural problems.
§)-demographic pressures and disease burdens,
anc §) the changing effects on...extarnai
trade." 484, “The expansion of the heredi-

tary elite population was clearly a major

" murders, & to rob and to piunder...

3 Ne.§:5...many mercnants...and alsc many law-
yers, and mny officers. 10-12..and pecple be-
gan to be distinguished by ranks...And thus
there began to be great inequality...inscmuch
that .the church began to be broken up. =

Mor.1:7. The wnole face of the land Had become
covered with buildings, & the pecple were as
numerous almost...as the sand of the sea...8
And...there began to be 2 war between the Neph-
tes...§ the amanitas & the Lemuelites ‘& the
Ishmaelites (until)...12...the Lamanites with-
drew their design (conquest).
A1.28:10-13...the destruc-ticn of many thousanc
Tives...an awful scene of bloodshed...And thus

we see how great the inequality of man is be-
cause of sin and transgression.

A1.5:54...will ye persist in supposing that ye
are better one than another...in the persecutic
of your brethren who humble themseives ..2? °

A1.46:23f...we who are despised...shall not be
trodden down...let uys preserve our liberty...
27f 1 shall stir up insurrection...l do not fez
you power nor your authority. )

- -

Hel.6:5ff, 8...whether it were among the Laman
ites or...the Nephites...they did have free in
tercourse one with another, to buy and sell, a
to get gain, according to their desire...and $
they became exceeding rich. 17 (Within a few
years)...to get gain...they began to commit secr
(1eading to a
series of wars, v.20ff). '

3 Ne.6:12. ind the people began o be distinguish
by ranks, according to their riches and their

~ chancas for learning, yea, some were igncrant be-

cause of their poverty, & others did receive grea
Tearning because of their riches. :

Hel.13:22...ye do always remember your riches...
unto great swelling, envyings, strifes, malice,
persecutions & murders...31....the time cometh +h:
he curseth your riches, that they become slippery
that ye cannot hold them... '

Hel,11:1...contentions did increase...that there
were wars throughout all the land among all the
pecplie of Nephi.

A1.45:21...many 1ittle dissensions and distrubanc

among the people...24...they grew proud...because
of their ®ceeding riches. .

A1.51:8...%those of high birth...were suppcrted by
those who_spught power and duthority over the peoy

A1.32:4...upon the hill Onidah (Zoramite expansio
§...they are despised because of their poverty,
yea, and more especially by our priests; for they
have cast us out of our synagogues which we have




forzs in the geographic expansion of the

Late Classical...485...the role of the elite

must have become increasingly exploitative
as reasource margins declined...widening
social distance (was) an inevitable accom-
paniment of the evolution of ranked, and
probably kin-based, society into a class

structured one...In some areas...the numbers

of cammoners were being maintained only by
recruitment and capture from other centers.
Yet the upper class continued to grow, &o
expand its demands for luxury...and %o
+rive to compete with rival centars and
aristocracies...The priestly leaders of
these great centers, in their efforts to
outds each other, to draw more wealth and
prestige to themselves...must have diveried
all possible labor and capital to their
aggrandizement. 486. Add to this the compe-
tition for trade...ahd we can see the situ-
ation brought to a fighting pitch.” All
leading to a "rapid down-spiraling to
extinction.®

287 .“Population growth increased demand

on resgurces, 2) growing manpower allows
economic expansion, 3) differeantial growth
and Tongevity divided social classes (the
poor were short-lived), 4) efforts to
compensate for manpower shortage...were
increasingly important causes of war.”

The ‘economy forced everything in the
direction of war. "430. "...the Maya elite
...shared 1ike training...prestige, beliefs,
interregional tooperation...which actad to
,contral warftare and promote geographical
expansion,” while it "increasingly separated
*them from the commoners."

481. The elite "made no technoclogical or
social adaptive innovations which might have
mitigatad these difficulties. In fact, the
Maya managerial elite persisted in tradi-
tional directions up to the point of
collapse.” With Religion and Law on their

side, the £1ita needed t2 make no concessions.

Sejcurné, p.183. “"The spiritual anemia was
followed by a state of permanent struggles

for power...the whole country (Cerf:Mex.) broke
up fnts 1{ttle communities, each claiming its

own history and ordigin."” The battle scenes
show the fulfillment of the message of the
Amarican Prophet..."Mescamerscay fell little
by 1{ttle into a ruinous mafrialism...It is
as {f the message of Quet2alcoatl, the
American Prophet, had been consumed by the
organic inertia which it was his mission to
denounce.”
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japored abundantly to bufld with out own hards;
and they have cast us out because of our exceedin
poverty; and we have no place s worship...what .
shall we do? :

3 Ne.6:27...those judges had many friends and kin
dreds; and...almost all the lawyers and the high
priests, did gather...together, apdwdnite y1th th
kin dreds of those judges...28. And they d¢id ente
into a covenant one with anot™er...

.. 3 Ne.30:2 Turn...from...your idolatries, & your
"murders, and your priestsrafis, and your envyings

and your strifes...

Hel.6:31...the Nephites...turned out of the way ¢
righteousness...did build up unto themselves idoi
of their gold and silver. .

3 Ne.6:15...Satan had great power...stirring up ©
the people...themping them to seek for power, and
authority, and riches, and the vain things of the
world...17. And thus...they were in a stata of
awful wickedness.

A1.26:25...Let us take up arms against them, that
we may deswr9y them...out of the land, Test they
overrun and destroy us.

Hel.11:1...there were wars throughout all the lan
among all the peoplie of Nephi. 2. And it was this
secret and of robbers who did carry on this work
of destruction.

3 Ne.2:17 (It was economic warfare) between the
robbers and the people of Nephi...18....the Badia
ton robbers did gain many advantages over them
19...insomuch that they were about to be stitiaen
down, and this because of their iniquity. -

Hel.6:38...the Hephites (instesad of reform) did
build up and support them (the robber societies).
...they had come down to believe in their works
and partake of their spoils... .
AL.10:27...the foundation of the destruction of
this people is beginning to be laid by...your
lawyers and your judges.

3 Ne.7:2 The people...did separate one from anoth
into tribes, every man accordin g to his fimiily
and his kindred and his friends; and thus they ci
dedroy the govermment of the land., 3. And every
tribe did appoint a chief ...6. And the regulatic
of the govrnmment wers destroyed (by the king-men)
7...the more rightaous part of the pecple had
nearly all become wicked...17...the tribes of the
pecple...were unitad (only) in the hatred of thes
who had entered {nto a covenant to destriy the
government. :



