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proximately forty pages) of the
Book of Mormon tell the story
of how one Lehi led a company of
Israelites from Jerusalem across
Arabia to the sea at the beginning

THE FIRST eighteen chapters (ap-

of the sixth century B.C. Since.

the publication of this account, other
ancient travel stories have been
unearthed in the Near East and
been accepted as genuine or pro-
nounced fictitious as they fulfilled
or failed to fulfil certain conditions.
Thus Professor Albright declares
the story of the Egyptian Sinuhe to
be “a substantially true account of
life in its milieu” on the grounds
(1) that its 'local color [is] ex-
tremely plausible,”” (2) it describes
a "state of social organization”
which “agrees exactly with our
present archaeological and docu-
mentary evidence . . .,” (3) “The
Amorite personal names contained
in the story are satisfactory for that
period and region,” and (4) “Final-
ly, there is.nothing unreasonable in
the story itself. ... "™ *

The story of Wenamon the same
authority accepts as true in its
political history and geography,
noting that “it correctly reflects the
cultural horizon and the religious

THE first of an en-
lightenjng series

of articles on the

Book of Mormon.

because “they lack specitic historical
or geographic background, and by
their mise-en-scéne, which is either
mythical or extravagantly improb-
able.’™

With such examples before us,
we may proceed to test the story of
Lehi: does it correctly reflect “the
cultural horizon and religious and
social ideas and practices of the
time?” Does it have authentic

VRTUALLY all that 15 known of the world in
which Lehi is purported to bave lived bas been
 discovered within the last bundred years—mostly

. within the last thirty.

ideas and' practices of its time.’™

Certain Egyptian episodes in the:

Odyssey Lieblein considered au-
thentic because they posit “‘a rather
good knowledge of Egyptian con-
ditions and institutions” in whoever
composed them.” On the other
hand, such tales as the Shipwrecked
Sailor may be regarded as fanciful

*Numbers refer to bibliography at end
of article.
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historical and geographical back-
ground? ' s its mise-en-scéne myth-
ical, highly imaginative, or ex-
travagantly improbable? Is its
local color correct, and are its proper
names convincing? Until recent
years men were asking the same
questions of the Book of Exodus,
and scholars were stolidly turning
thumbs down until evidence ac-
cumulating in its favor began to

turn tnhe scales. As one student
described it, the problem “is rather
to prove, by innumerable small
coincidences, that which Ebers has
so well called the “Egypticity” of
the Pentateuch, than to establish
any particular historical point by ex-~
ternal and monumental evidence.’™
Just so the problem of I Nephi
is to establish both its “Egypticity"”
and its “Arabicity” by like innumer-
able coincidences. The fact that
the Book of Mormon is a modern
text, and yet not modern enough
to have exploited the fruits of ar-
chaeology, gives it a double handi-
cap at the outset, and yet in view
of the claims made by Joseph Smith,
it can plead no immunity from the
same exacting tests that have re-
vealed the true nature of documents
of known antiquity. If the book
can pass those tests, there is no
point to arguing about its age and
authorship.

Virtually all that is known of the
world in which Lehi is purported to
have lived has been discovered
within the last hundred years—
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mostly within the last thirty.” How
does this informatior. check with
that in the book of I Nephi? Before
we can place the two side by side
for comparison, we must describe
briefly the nature of the modern
evidence. It falls, for us, into four
classes:

1. First and most to be prized are
documents found in the country of
Lehi and dating from his very time.
A number of these have come to
light in recent years—seals, jar
handles, inscriptions, and, most no-
tably, the Lachish letters discov-
ered in 1935. These are the
remains of the correspondence of
a military officer stationed in the
city of Lachish, about thirty-five
miles southwest of Jerusalem, at the
time of the destruction of both cit-
ies, and so give us an eyewitness
account of the actual world of Lehi,
a tiny peephole, indeed, but an un-
obstructed one; in these letters “we
find ourselves brought into close
contact with the inner religious,
political, and military life of Judah
at this period.”” Since I Nephi pre-
tends to bring us into even closer
contact with the same society, we
have here an important “‘control.”

2..The new finds have called for
extensive review and reevaluation
by the ablest scholars of the situa-
tion in Jerusalem at the time of its
fall; these learned summaries will
save us the trouble and risk of
making our own.

3. Book of Mormon descriptions
of life in the desert must be checked
against eyewitness accounts of life
in the same deserts, for the same
period of time, if possible. Since
the country and people concerned
are among the most unchanging on
earth, there are many things that
are as true today as they were in
600 B.C., providing data of a well-
nigh timeless but highly-specialized
nature which has been made avail-
able in:

a) numerous scientific journals
and surveys of the country, with
the Palestine Exploration Fund

"Quarterly taking the lead

b) a growing treasury of great
classics on life among the Arabs,
beginning with Burckhardt in 1829
but mostly confined to our own age:
Doughty, Philby, Lawrence, Ho-
garth, Thomas, etc.

c) the conversation of modern
Arabs. The author has consulted
extensively with modern Arabs,
JANUARY 1950

Syrians, Iragians, Lebanese, Egyp-
tians, etc., and after fifteen years of
searching is ready to declare Mr.
Mose Kader of Provo, Utah, a true
Bedouin. The same adventurous
spirit that brought this remarkable
man to settle on a solitary farm
near the mouth of Rock Canyon
drove him from his father's farm
near Jerusalem in his youth, to
spend many years with the Bedouins
of the desert; and the same tena-
cious conservatism that has enabled
him to rear a family as strict
Moslems a thousand miles from any
other Moslems has kept fresh his
memory of days in the desert in
the olden times before World War
I. On fine points he is a marvelous
informant.®

d) As a check on the above re-
ports we have the words of the
ancient poets of the Arabs. The
prose story of the Beni Hilal is also
very useful both as a “standard
work” on desert migration and as
telling a story- that parallels that
of Nephi very closely on some
points. ’

Taken together these sources al-
low a far closer scrutiny of the

book of I Nephi than would have
been possible a generation ago.
Though what follows is little more
than a general survey, we believe
it pursues the lines that a correct
examination of the story of Lehi
should take, and that enough evi-
dence is offered to justify the re-
marks with which we shall con-
clude the study.

THE SITUATION IN JERUSALEM

HEN we speak of Jerusalem, it

is important to notice Nephi's
preference for a non-Biblical ex-
pression, ‘the land of Jerusalem,”
in designating his homeland. While
he and his brothers always regard
“the land of Jerusalem” as their
home, it is perfectly clear from a
number of passages that “‘the land
of our father’s inheritance” cannot

possibly be within, or even very
near, the city, even though Lehi
“had dwelt at Jerusalem in all his
days.” (I Nephi 1:4.)" The terms
seem confused, but they correctly re-
flect actual conditions, for in the Am-
arna letters we read of “the land of
Jerusalem' as an area larger than the
city itself, and even learn in one
instance that “a city of the land of
Jerusalem, Bet-Ninib, has been cap-
tured.”™ It was the rule in Pales-
tine and Syria, as the same letters
show, for a large area around a
city and all the inhabitants of that
area to bear the name of the city.
This was a holdover from the times
when the city and the land were a
single political unit, comprising a
city-state; when this was absorbed
into a larger empire, the original
identity was preserved, though it
had lost its original significance.”
The same conservatism made it pos-
sible for Socrates to be an Athenian,
and nothing else, even though he
came from the village of Alopeke, at
some distance from the city.” This
arrangement deserves mention be-
cause many have pointed to the
statement of Alma 7:10 that the
Savior would be born “at Jerusalem
which is the land of our fore-
fathers,” as sure proof of fraud. It
is rather the opposite, faithfully pre-
serving the ancient terminology to
describe a system which has only
been recently rediscovered.

We know very little about the
city government of the Jews, save
that the “‘elders” played the princi-
pal role. By “elders” has been un-
derstood ‘‘the heads of the most
influential families of a city.”” This
would make them identical with
those princes, notables, and officials
who are designated as sarim in the
Lachish letters; the word sarim ap--
plies, according to J. W. Jack, to
“members of the official class, i.e.,
officers acting under the king as his
counselors and rulers.” In the
Lachish letters “‘we find the sarim
denouncing Jeremiah to the king
and demanding that he be executed
because of his bad influence on the
morale of the people.”” In accus-
ing the prophet of defeatism, the in~
fluential men of Jerusalem were sup-
ported both by the majority of
the people and by a host of proph-
ets by whose false oracles “Judahite
chauvinism was whipped to a
frenzy,” making it, to say the least,

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
a risky business to hold an opposite
opinion.” For the government, with
the weak and ineffectual Zedekiah
at the head, had set its heart on a
suicidal policy of military alliance

with Egypt and ‘“business as
usual.”™
The country had just come

through a great economic boom,
thanks mostly to commercial deal-
ings with Egypt, which had pro-
duced an unparalleled efflorescence
of great private fortunes.” *‘Phoeni-
cian galleys filled the Nile mouths,
and Semitic merchants . . . thronged
the Delta,”™ the bulk of sea trade
passing through Sidon, which from
first to last dominated the commer-
cial scene.” Lists of goods imported
into Egypt from Palestine show that
the great men of the East took the
gold of Egypt in return for their
wine, oil, grain, and honey, the first
three far outclassing all other com-
modities in importance.® Among
inland cities like Jerusalem the cara-
vans of the merchant princes passed

. as in the days of the Amarna letters,
for there were no real roads until
the time of the Romans.

At the turn of the century the
international situation was casting
a dark shadow over the picture.
Babylon, suddenly freed from other
concerns, moved quickly towards a
showdown with Egypt, the “broken
reed” with which the leaders of
Judah had unwisely cast their lot.”
Yet the clouds of impending war
were not so dark as the shadow of
religious laxness and moral decay
which, according to Jeremiah, fol-
lowed wupon excessive prosperity
and an overfondness for things
Egyptian.® It is no wonder that the
sarim, facing problems enough in
maintaining a program of ‘‘business
as usual,” denounced the melan-
choly prophet as a traitor, defeatist,

and collaborator with Babylon. The -

country ‘was divided into two fac-
tions, “the two parties, pro-Egyp-
tian and pro-Babylonian, existed
side by side in the land—King
Zedekiah, his rulers and princes,
and probably most of the people,
favored Egypt . . . while the prophet
Jeremiah and his followers advised
submission to Babylon.™ It was a
time of.. dissension and heart burn-
ing, when divided counsels rent the
unhappy city of Jerusalem,™ and as
things became worse in an atmos-
16,

LEHT IN THE DESERT

phere “charged with unmixed
gloom . . ., Zedekiah . . . stubborn-
ly followed the path to ruin by con-
spiring with Pharaoh.”* The alarm
was justified, for when the blow
finally fell it was far more catas-
trophic than scholars have hitherto
been willing to believe, with “all,
or virtually all, of the fortified towns
in Judah razed to the ground.”™
The fatal infatuation for Egypt,
which was largely responsible for
the calamity, is a striking feature
of the story. Why did the govern-
ment of Judah stick so loyally to
an Egypt that had long since lost
the power to compel obedience? For
one thing, we now know that
cultural and economic ties were far
stronger between the two nations
than anyone had hitherto supposed.
J. W. Jack noted in 1938 that

“excavations have shown a closer

—Photograph by the Author

Proudly wearing his father's “‘qumbaz’’ is Yusuf
Kader, a ten-year-old Arab whose parents, though
living on a farm near Provo, have reared their
children in the ways of their forefathers. From
such people, living in our midst and speaking the
language and retaining the 14 of the East,
one can often learn more than one would by
visiting their homeland, where generations of being
spied upon has rendered the Palestine Arab some-
what cautious and uncommunicative.

connection with the land of the

- Pharaohs than was suspected . . .

the authorities at Lachish were
probably using, or at least were
accustomed to the Egyptian cal-
endar and the Egyptian system
of numeration in their local rec-
ords.” Though this goes for an
earlier time, “all indications point
to this connection with Egypt
continuing unbroken right down to
the end of the Jewish monarchy.™
One anthropologist went so far as
to claim that Lachish was actually
an Egyptian colony,” but investiga-
tion shows that the same “Egyp-

tian”" physical type and the same
predominance of Egyptian culture
prevails elsewhere in Palestine.” Re-
cently found ivories, seals, inscrip-
tions, and the preliminary study of
mounds throughout the land all tell
the same story: overwhelming and
unexpected preponderance of Egyp-
tian influence, to the equally surpris-
ing exclusion of influences from
Babylonia and Assyria.® At Jeru-
salem itself, where excavation is
necessarily limited, sealings on jar
handles attest the same long reign
of Egyptian culture.® At the same
time, the Elephantine papyri tell
us another thing that scholars never
dreamed of and which they were
at first most reluctant to believe,
namely, that colonies of Jewish
soldiers and merchants were entirely
at home in upper Egypt, where they
enjoyed free practice of their relig-
ion,” The ties between Palestine and
Egypt were, moreover, of very long
standing, centuries of “a common
Hebrew-Egyptian environment’ be-
ing necessary to produce the
“permeation of Egyptian modes of
thought and expression into He-
brew,” and to load the Egyptian
vocabulary with words out of Pales-
tine and Syria.” The newly identi-
fied Aechtungstexte shows that as
early as 2000 B.C. “Palestine was
tributary in large part, at least, to
Egypt.”™ while the excavation of
Byblos, a veritable “little Egypt,”
proved the presence of Egyptian
empire in later centuries.®
To say that Egyptian culture is
predominant in an area is not neces-
sarily to argue the presence of
Egyptian dominion. According to
Hogarth, Egypt exercised three de-
grees of empire: the first degree was
rule by direct force, the second by
“fear of reconquest which a few
garrisons and agents and the pres-
tige of the conqueror could keep
alive in the minds of indirect ad-
ministrators and native subjects,”
and the third degree “meant little
more than a sphere of exclusive
influence, from which tribute was
expected but, not being secured by
garrisons ‘or representatives . . .
tended to be intermittent.”™ Thus
we see that the position of Egypt
as “most favored nation” in Judah
may represent any degree of de-
cayed dominion—even to an “em-
pire” of fourth degree.® It was the
- (Continued on page 66)
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visit with me,” he gave a sickly
laugh, “and attend the Prom—I had
written about that—naturally she's
interested—"

Sue was hanging onto the phone
as if she'd faint if she let go. Mr.
Silver had paused for her to say
something, and she made a husky
little murmur before he went on,
sounding embarrassed, “Well, the
point of the whole matter is, I

simply cannot find accommodations

for her on such short notice. You
know-—there seems to be absolutely
nowhere she can stay—the conven-
tion coming at the same time as the
Prom—"

His voice trailed off, and I saw
Sue gulp. Now, I've always thought
Sue was quite an actor, dramatizing
herself, you know, always being
some character she’d read about till
you never knew what the real Sue
was like. But this time she was
up against the real thing. I couldn’t
help thinking it was a kind of test,
and the way Sue took it would show
whether she was a thoroughbred or
a phony. Well, she rated an A on
that test. Play-acting or not, Sue
proved she was no phony. Her face
was dead white, and it looked old
and grownup, like maybe she'll look
when she’s thirty, but she didn't
hesitate more than a couple of
seconds before she said, as warmly
as Mother ever did, “"Why, bring
her right over here, Mr. Silver!
We have plenty of room, and we’ll
love having her. I'll go and tell
Mother.”

1 slipped out while Mr. Silver was
thanking her. I didn’t want to see
Sue’s face when she hung up. But
there was nothing unusual to see.
She stayed alone in the hall for a
minute or two, but when she came
back into the living room, no one but
me, who had the low-down, noticed
she was paler and quieter. While
she was telling Mother about Mr.
Silver's fiancee, the telephone rang
again.

Believeit or not, it was Paul
again, and was I ever glad to hear
his manly voice! The awful thought
had come to me that he had prob-
ably given up. After all, it was
not Pa\l’ql‘who usually did the chas-
ing, and if he'd quit, where would
Susie be .then, poor thing! But it
must have been the difficulties he

w1t . (Concluded on following page)
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(Concluded from preceding page)
was running into that were making
him so wild about Susie.

“This is me, Ananias,” I babbled,
“Did you, by any chance, want
Sue?”

“QOddly enough, yes,” he an-
swered, with heavy sarcasm.
“Doesn’t she live there any more?”

“'She certainly does,” I answered,
knowing now she wouldn't be hard
to find. “Sus-ie, Telephone!”

“You'll thank Old Sub for this
some day,” I said, when Susie had
accepted Paul in a quiet and digni-
fied way that must have been some-
thing new in H.R.H. (His Royal
Highness) 's love life. I was just
trying to show a little sympathy
without saying anything embar-
rassing, but Susie only gave me a
twisted smile and went up to her
room.

(Continued from page 16)
Egyptian cultural heritage that was
all-powerful, Egyptian influence be-
ing strongest in Palestine after
Egypt had passed her peak as a
world power.”

In the great days of Egypt the
renowned Ipuwer had said, ‘“the
foreigners have become Egyptians
everywhere,”™ and a near con-
temporary of Lehi can boast, “be-
hold, are not the Ethiopian, the
Syrian, and all foreigners alike in-
structed in the language of
Egypt?™ For centuries it was the
custom of the princes of Syria to
send their sons to Egypt to be edu-
cated.” No matter how sorry the
plight of Egypt, the boastful in-
scriptions of her rulers—sometimes
very feeble ones—proclaim the ab-
solute and unquestioned superiority
of Egyptian civilization to all
others: with Egyptians that is an
article of faith. Like the English in
our own day, the Egyptians demon-
strated time and again the ability to
maintain a power and influence in
the world out of all proportion to
their physical resources; with no
other means than a perfect and
tenacious confidence in the divine
superiority of Egypt and Ammon,
Wenamon almost succeeded in
overawing the  great prince of
Tyre.® Is it any wonder then, that
66

SUSIE AND THE SUBCONSCIOUS

Well, Sue was what Grandma
would call the belle of the ball, as
was only to be expected for Paul
Stronge’s girl and date. Boys
danced with her who hadn’t known
she was on earth, although they
had probably been in the same
classes. Even the senior girls were
respectfully jealous and treated her
like she was One Of Them. Mr.
Silver broke away from his girl
friend long enough to dance with
her. ‘Though when I say dance, I
am using the term loosely, for Sue
admitted to me, some time later, that
his dancing is definitely dated, and
I think that went a long way to-
ward helping her to forgive Old
Sub for failing her in a crisis.

“Do you know,” she said, late
that night after Paul had finally
gone and Mr. Silver was saying a
lingering good-night to his girl on

LEHT IN THE DESERT

in a time when Egypt was enjoying
the short but almost miraculous re-
vival of splendor that marked the
XXVI Dynasty, with its astonish-
ing climax of world trade, the credit
of that country should stand high
in the land of Jerusalem?

Palestine, always a melting pot,
was more so than ever in this period
of internationalism and trade. It
was a time of great mixing of cul-
tures and nationalities throughout
the ancient world, both through the
operations of commerce and of war.
Lists of skilled workmen living in
Babylon immediately after the fall
of Jerusalem show an almost un-
believable mixture of types.” As
for the internationalism of business,
the princes of the Delta were mer-
chants,” the princes of the Syrian

and Palestinian cities were also, as .

the Amarna tablets show, mer-
chants; the story of Wenamon is
enough to show that the princes of
Phoenicia and Philistia were mer-
chants; the Arab princes' of the
desert were merchants, and.the mer-
chants of Egypt and Babylonia
would meet in their tents to trans-
act business;® the two wisest of the
Greeks, Lehi's great contemporaries,
Solon and Thales, both traveled ex-
tensively in the East——on business.
In short, Lehi's world was a world
of merchants.

the front porch (she certainly was.
an ordinary-looking Jane, not even
in Sue's class). Do you know,
Johnny, it’s the funniest thing,” (she
and I were in the kitchen eating
peanut-butter sandwiches, before
going to bed) “but yesterday, in
chapter thirty-six of the psychol-
ogy book it said, ‘Occasionally the
Subconscious, rather than assisting,
seems at the time to be frustrating
one; but in that case, one is apt to
learn later that it was for his: best
good the plan in question did fail.’
The Subconscious, with the infinite-
wisdom of Time and Space to draw
upon, had acted for the best.”
“That’s right,” I said, heartily,
glad for once to be on the side of
the Subconscious, “‘If we have to.
lose faith in anyone, let it be Mr.
Silver, by all means. Let’s never go-

back on dear old Sub!”

But it is now time to turn to the
Book of I Nephi. How perfectly
the author depicts the very situation
we have just described! He ex-
plained that he did not intend to-
write a political history, and so we:
must often look between the lines;
yet the amount of information he:
imparted in the most casual and
unlabored manner imaginable is.
simply astonishing. Consider first
the picture of Lehi.

Lehi was a very rich Jew; he was.
proud of his Egyptian education,
spoke and wrote Egyptian, and in-
sisted on his sons learning the
language. He possessed exceeding
great wealth in the form of “gold,
silver, and all manner of precious.
things,” not manufactured at Jeru--
salem; he had close ties with Sidon
(one of the most popular names in
the Book of Mormon, where it ap-
pears both in its Semitic and its
Egyptian form of Giddonah); yet
he lived on an estate in the country,
“the land of his inheritance,” and
was something of an expert in vine,
olive, fig, and honey culture; so-
there can be little doubt of the
nature of his business with Egypt.”

Now this man, coming from one-
of the oldest families and having a
most unobjectionable = background.
and education, suddenly found him-~-
self in bad with the “people that.
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count.” First, there was mockery,
then, anger, and finally, plots
against his life (I Nephi 1:19-20)
which, since they were serious,
must have been supported in
high places, for in openly sid-
ing with Jeremiah (Ibid., 7:14)
he had made himself a traitor to
his class and his tradition: mem-
bers of his own family turned
against him and, taking the side of
“the Jews who were at Jerusalem,”
as Nephi explains, accused their
father of criminal defeatism in think-
ing and preaching "that Jerusalem,
that great city, must be destroyed,”
(Ibid., 1:4) exactly as the Sarim ac-
cused Jeremiah of treasonable talk.
So vehement was their support of
the government party's point of
view, that Lehi's two eldest sons
shared with the Jews the great
crime of plotting against their
father's life. (Ibid., 17:44.) No-
where is the “dissension and heart-
burning that rent the unhappy city
of Jerusalem' more clearly shown
forth than in those impassioned
scenes within Lehi’s own household.
The elder sons, reared to a life
of Egyptian elegance and heirs to
a fortune that owed much to Egypt,
were staunch defenders of the
status quo, while the younger sons,
less spoiled by all accounts, had
been made aware of the real nature
of the crisis in Jerusalem, which
was not really an economic or a
political but basically a moral one.
(Ibid., 1:19.) The older men
could not see this at all: “'the people
who were in the land of Jerusalem,”
they protested, “were a righteous
people; for they kept the statutes
. . . according to the law of Moses;
wherefore, we know that they are a
righteous people. . " Such was
the holy chauvinism of the false
prophets with their gospel of busi-
ness as usual. The atmosphere of
hysteria and gloom that prevails in
Nephi's story of Jerusalem is, as we
have seen, strictly authentic, and the
danger of utter annihilation of
Jerusalem that runs like an ominous
fate motif through the whole book
was, as the event proved, perfectly
justified.

The world has always cast a
superior and mocking eye on the
inordinate concern of the Book of
Mormon for things Egyptian. With
surprise and incredulity it is now
learning that Egyptian culture
counted for far more in Palestine in

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
600 B.C. than anyone had ever sup-
posed. It is significant that the
Book of Mormon concern with
Egypt is strictly cultural—it never
mentions Pharaoh or speaks of
Egyptian government, but only of
Egyptian culture and especially
language. It makes it perfectly
clear, however, that Egyptian was
for Lehi a second language, 'for
he having been taught in the lan-
guage of the Egyptians, therefore

LEHI IN THE DESERT

~ he could read these engravings, and

teach them to his children.” (Mos.
1:4.) We have seen that Egyptian
was taught to “Ethiopians, Syrians,
and all other foreigners” in Lehi's
day. Mormon tells us (Mor. 9:32-
34) that the language of Lehi's
descendants was not Hebrew or
Egyptian but a mixture of both,
both being corrupted in the process,
so that “none other people knoweth
our language,” which would cer-
tainly not have been the case had

with
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they spoken only Hebrew. Ancient
Hittite was just such a dual lan-
guage. The reason ‘“none other
people knoweth our language’ to-
day is that English is the result of
imposing cultivated French on native
Saxon, just as cultivated Egyptian
was imposed on native Hebrew in
Lehi's Palestine. On a ceremonial
dagger which with its handle of
white gold reminds us of Laban’s
sword, we read the name Ja'qoh-
her, ''Jahveh is satisfied,” a name
which neatly combines Egyptian
and Hebrew in a process of fusion
for which a great deal of evidence
now exists, and which had been in
progress long before Lehi's day.®

It was common in ancient as in
modern languages to use one and
the same word (e.g. Eng. "speech”
Egypt. “ra’’) both for “utterance”
and “language.”™ When Nephi
says, “after this manner was the
language of my father in praising of
his God,” (I Ne. 1:15) he is not
telling us what language his father
spoke, but giving notice that he is
quoting or paraphrasing an actual
speech of his father. Likewise
when he says, "I make a record
in the language of my father,”
(Ibid., 1:2) he says that he is going
to quote or paraphrase a record
actually written by his father.
(Ibid., 1:16.) He explains that his
father wrote the record in Egyptian
though it dealt with Jewish matters,
but he never affirms that Egyptian
was his father's native tongue.”

But it is not only a dual culture
that is thus reflected in the Book
of Mormon. The same mixture of
types that turns up among the cap-
tives in Babylon is vividly depicted
in the proper names of Lehi's de-
scendants. The temptation to list
a few of these here is too great to
resist, and such a list furnishes a
really helpful commentary on Lehi’s
own background. Hebrew and
Egyptian names together make up
the overwhelming majority and oc-
cur in about equal strength, which
is exactly what one would expect
from Mormon's claim that both lan-
guages were used among them, but
Hittite, Arabic, and lonian elements
are not missing.

Some Egyptian names: Aha
("Woarrior”'), Giddonah (Eg. Dji-
dewnah, i.e., Sidon), Korihor (Eg.
Herihor, Khurhor, etc.), Paanchi
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(Eg. Paankhi), Pacumeni (Eg.
Pakamen, “Blind man,” a proper
name), Laish (Eg. Leshi, “Joy”),
Aminadab (Eg. & Canaan. Amina-
thab-i), Himni (Eq. Hmn, a name

of the hawk-god), Zeniff (Eg.
Znb, Snb—very common, also
Senep-ta), Zemna-ri-hah  (Eg.

Zmn-ha-re, the same elements in
different order, a common Eg.
practice), Zenoch (Eg. Zenekh,
once a serpent-god ), Zeezr-om and
Seezor-am (Eg. Zozer, Zeser, etc.),
Ammon (Eg. Amon, the common-
est name in the Eg. Empire and
also the Book of Mormon), Pachus
(Eg. Pa-ks, Pach-gs), Pahoran
(Eg. Pa-her-an, in its Canaan. form
Pahura; in Eg. as Pa-her-y it fitting-
ly means “the Syrian”), Gimgim-no
(Eg. Kenkeme, cf. Kipkip in
Nubia and Bibl. No-Amon “City of
Amon’’), Morianton (Eg. Maru-
Aton), Sinim (Eg. Sanam, ie.
Napata), Ziff (Eg. Sepa in its
Semit. form ), Sam (Eg. Sam ), Ezias
(Eg. Azesha, Azizie), Kish (Eg.
Kush, Kesh, etc.), Hem (Eg. Hem,
“Servant’’). The great frequency
of the element Mor- in Book of
Mormon proper names suits with
the fact that in the Egyptian lists of
Lieblein and Ranke the element Mr
is, next to Nfr alone, also the
commonest. The Book of Mormon
names Gidgiddoni and Gidgiddonah
have interesting resemblance to an
Egyptian compound meaning, ac-

etc.,” would never be suspected if
inserted into a list of Book of Mor-
mon names. The Book of Mormon
does give the right type of Hebrew
name,

What comes as a surprise is that
a number of Book of Mormon
names are possibly Hittite and some
of them are undoubtedly so. Thus
while -Manti suggests Eg. Monti,
Manti, Menedi, etc., it also recalls
the Egyptian name of a Hittite city,
Manda, and a characteristic ele-
ment of Hurrian names -anti, -andi,
likewise fairly common in the Book
of Mormon." So likewise Kumani,

Kumen-onhi, Kish-kumen (Eg.
~Hitt. Kumani, an important city),
Seantum (Eg.-Hitt. Sandon, San-
das), Akish (Eg.- Hitt. Akish,
a name of Cyprus,) Gadiandi (Eg.
for Hitt. city: Cadyanda).” Their
Egyptian form shows that these
names reached the people of Lehi
not directly but through normal
routes, though it has recently been
noted that some of Lehi's important
contemporaries in Israel were Hit-
tites, and that Hittite settlements
and names still survived in the hill
country of Judah at that time.”

(Continued on following page)
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cording to its ending, “Thoth hath
said, He shall live,” and “Thoth
hath said, She shall live’’; the Book
of Mormon forms suggest “Thoth
hath said I,” and “‘we, shall live” re-
spectively.” Nephi, of course, has
a wealth of Egyptian possibilities.”

Since the Old Testament was
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(Continued from preceding page)

The occurrence of the names
Timothy and Lachoneus in the Book
of Mormon is strictly in order.
Since the fourteenth century B.C.,
at latest, Syria and Palestine had
been in constant contact with the
Aegean world,” and since the mid-
dle of the seventh century Greek
mercenaries and merchants, closely
bound to Egyptian interests (the
best Egyptian mercenaries were
Greeks), swarmed throughout the

"LEHI IN THE DESERT

Near East.® Lehi's people, even
apart from their mercantile activi-
ties, could not have avoided con-
siderable contact with these people
in Egypt and especially in Sidon,
which Greek poets even in that day
were celebrating as the great world
center of trade. It is interesting to
note in passing that Timothy is an
Ionian name, since the Greeks in
Palestine were Ionians (hence the
Hebrew name for Greeks: “Sons of
Javanim™), and—since ‘‘Lachon-
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eus’ means "‘a Laconian'—that the
oldest Greek traders were Lacon-
ians, who left colonies in Cyprus
(Book of Mormon Akish) and of
course traded with Palestine.”

(To be continued)
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hunger, and homesickness for the
things that make life for the rest of
us stable and comfortable and
secure. They cannot possibly know
before starting forth just what
temptations, difficulties, and hard-
ships they will meet. Talking with
returned missionaries can but give
faint indication of what may be
ahead; for one thing, conditions
vary in different parts of the
country and the world, and no two
missions are alike. Circumstances
vary with each missionary who sets
forth; for another thing, certain
conditions of living, certain rebuffs
and frustrations are infinitely more
trying and exhausting for some than
for others. If a new missionary
kneels in prayer at the sacrament
meeting on Sunday with strain
showing in his face and voice and
drops of perspiration on- his fore-
head, you may be sure there is an
inner cry for strength going up that
is desperate and real. If these
sensitive boys can be made strong
in the Lord their God, as they can
be, they in turn will be especially
cognizant of the needs of others.
Growth comes to these missionaries
in hard and proving ways. Some
may suffer from the rudeness, the
bitterness, the lack of comprehen-
sion on the part of those they meet
concerning the reasons why they are

either Latter-day Saints or on a
mission, but I am convinced that
greater pain comes from more in-
sidious foes.

Most missionaries seem' to come
from families that have an unusually
closely knit relationship. Separa-
tion from such a home, where
sheltering love has encompassed
them from birth, is not easy. Neither
is the absence of the expression of
close human affection to which they
have been accustomed. It is all
part of the security and happiness,
along with music and books and
dates and sports, that they have left
behind them. At times the tug
of everything represented by the
word “home” is not easy to with-
stand. Then, too, there is a new
discipline and a new arduousness to
life. There is constant study, all
along one line,

They learn, finally, what we all
must learn—that there are many
things that cannot be evaluated in
definite terms, and that this is
especially true in the matter of
Christian influence; that where one
sows another reaps is just as much
a fact today as in the days of Paul.
With some people God seems to
work slowly—with others it is as
if an instant miracle came to pass.
With some, only a light veil seems
to come between them and the truth
of God. With others, it is as if
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PART 11

once greatly puzzled and per-

turbed over the complete absence
of Baal names in the Book of Mor-
mon. By what unfortunate oversight
had the authors of that work failed
to include a single name containing
the element Baal, which thrives
among the personal names of the
Old Testament? Having discovered,
as we thought, that the book was in
error, we spared no criticism at the
time, and indeed had its neglect
of Baal names not been strikingly
vindicated in recent years it would
be a black mark against it. Now
we learn that the Book of Mormon
stubborn prejudice against Baal
names is really the only correct atti-
tude it could have taken, and this
discovery, flying in the face of all
our calculations and preconceptions,
should in all fairness weigh at least
as heavily in the book’s favor as the
supposed error did against it.

It just so happens that for some
reason or other the Jews, at the
beginning of the sixth century B.C.,
would have nothing to do with
Baal names. An examination of
Elephantine name lists shows that
“. .. the change of Baal names, by
substitution, is in agreement with
Hosea's foretelling that they should
no more be used by the Israelites,
and consequently it is most inter-
esting to find how the latest ar-
chaeological discoveries confirm the
Prophet, for out of some four hun-
dred personal names among the
Elephantine Papyri not one is com-
pounded of Baal ... "™

Since Elephantine was settled
largely by Jews who fled from Jeru-
salem after its destruction, their
personal names should show the
same tendencies as those in the
Book of Mormon. Though the
translator of the Book of Mormon
might by the exercise of super-
human cunning have been warned
by Hosea 2:17 to eschew Baal
names, yet the meaning of that
passage is so far from obvious that
Albright as late as 1942 finds it
“ ... very significant that seals and
inscriptions from Judah, which . . .
are very numerous in the seventh
and early sixth centuries, seem
never to contain any Baal names."™

*Numbers refer to bibliography at end of article
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It is very significant indeed, but
hardly more so than the uncanny
acumen which the Book of Mormon
displays on this point.

Let us close our short disgression
on names with a quotation from
Margoliouth. Speaking of the oc-
currence of a few Arabic names in
the Old Testament, that authority
observes, “‘Considering . . . that the
recorded names are those of an in-
finitesimal fraction of the popula-
tion, the coincidence is extraordi-

l

<4 JESERT

erary device that is highly charac-
teristic of Egyptian compositions.”
Typical is the famous Bremer-Rhind
Papyrus, which opens with a
colophon containing (1) the date,
(2) the titles of Nasim, the author,
(3) the names of his parents and
a word in praise of their virtues,
with special mention of his father's
prophetic calling, (4) a curse
against anyone who might “take
away’' the book, probably “due to
fear lest a sacred book should get

HERE 75 ample evidence in the Book of Mormon
that Lebi was an expert on caravans, as one would

expect.

nary.”” This consideration applies
with multiple force to the very fre-
quent coincidence of Book of Mor-
mon names with non-Biblical Old
World names.

There is much in Nephi's writing
to show that, as he claims, he is
writing in Egyptian—not merely in
Egyptian characters, as some have
maintained.” When Nephi tells us
that his record and that of his
father are in the language of the
Egyptians (not that the language of
his father was the language of the
Egyptians), we can be sure he
means just that. And what could
be more natural than that he should
choose to record his message, ad-
dressed not only to the Jews but also
“to all the house of Israel” (I Nephi
19:19) and all the Gentiles (/bid.,
13:39-40) in a world language
rather than in his own tribal He-
brew?" Did not later Jews adopt
Greek, an international world lan-
guage, in preference to Hebrew,
even as a vehicle of holy writ, for
the purpose of commanding the
widest possible hearing not only
among the Gentiles but also among
the Jews themselves?

The first three verses of I Nephi,
sharply set off from the rest of the
text, are a typical colophon, a lit-

into impure hands.”” Compare this
with Nephi's colophon: (1) his
name, (2) the merits of his parents,
with special attention to the learn-
ing of his father, (3) a solemn
avowal (corresponding to Nasim's
curse) that the record is true, and
the assertion, ‘I make it with mine
own hand”’— an indispensable con-
dition of every true colophon, since
the purpose of a colophon is to
establish the identity of the actual
writer-down (not merely the ulti-
mate author) of a text.” Egyptian
literary writings regularly close with
the formula “and so it is."” Nephi
ends sections of his book with
the phrase, “And thus it is, Amen.”
The great preoccupation and con-
cern displayed in the Book of Mor-
mon for matters of writing, Lehi's
passion for writing everything down
(Ibid., 1:16), and the obvious pride
of writers in their skill, are peculiar-
ly Egyptian. Nephi's “I make it
with mine own hand,” is simply the
Egyptian “‘written with my own
fingers,”” and we can almost hear
Nephi speaking in the words of an
Egyptian sage: “Copy thy fathers

who have gone before thee. .
Behold, their words are recorded
in writing. Open and read and
copy. . .. ' Certainly Nephi him-
THE IMPROVEMENT ERA
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self was diligent in keeping this
seboyet.” It was the Egyptian, not
the Hebrew gentleman who adver-
tised his proficiency in the arts of
the scribe.” Thoroughly Egyptian
also is Lehi's didactic spirit and his
habit of giving long formal ad-
dresses on moral and religious sub-
jects "in the manner of the fathers”
to his sons. Like a good Egyptian
he wrote all this down, of course.
The form of these discourses, with
their set introductions and formal
imagery” might have come right out
of an Egyptian schoolroom, though
their content smacks more of the
“learning of the Jews," as Nephi
himself observes. (Ibid., 1:2.) Both
in form and content, however, the
writings of the prophets and the
wisdom of Israel are found to re-
semble the prophetic and “wisdom"
literature of Egypt very closely,”
so that we need not be surprised
if Lehi's prophecies do the same. At
the end of the last century scholars

were mystified to find that a demotic
prophecy datable to the time of
Bocchoris (718-712 B.C.), in which
coming destructions were predicted
with the promise of a Messiah to
follow, was put into the mouth of
“the Lamb” (pa hib).” Greek
sources inform us that this prophecy
enjoyed very great circulation in
ancient times.” The strange word-
ing of Lehi's great prophecy, ut-
tered by “the Lamb" (Ibid., 13:34,
41) is thus seen to be no anachro-
nism, taken from Hellenistic or
Christian times, as was once
maintained.

Typical of the Egyptian prophets
is one Neferrohu, whose prophecies,
though of uncer-
tain date, were
credited with great
antiquity. This
man describes him-
self as a com-
moner, but withal
a valiant man and
“a wealthy man of
great possessions,”’
and he is proud of
his skill as a scribe. Like Lehi in
other things. he recalls also that he
brooded much “over what should
come to pass in the land,” and hav-
ing done so was moved to prophesy:
“Up my heart. and bewail this land

them.

MARKET SCENE IN JERUSALEM AS ONE MAY SEE IT TODAY

—Photograph by Three Lions

Twenty-six hundred years ago the Jews felt themselves much closer to the people of the desert

than they ever have since.
FEBRUARY 1950

They themselves were desert people originally, and they had not forgotten it.

His family accuse Lebi of

folly in leaving Jeru-
salem and do not spare bis
personal feelings in making
fun of his dreams and vi-
sions, yet they never ques-
tion bis ability to lead

whence thou art sprung . . . the land
is utterly perished, and nought re-
mains . . . the earth is fallen into
misery for the sake of yon food of
the Bedouins who pervade the
land. ... " Yet he looks forward
to a savior-king who is to come.®
The situation is not unique but is
a characteristic one both in Egypt
and Judah, and no one could deny
that if Lehi was not a fact, he was
at least a very authentic type. Nephi
says his father was but one among
many prophets in his own day.

LEHI AND THE ARABS

Lehi was very rich, and he was a
trader, for his
wealth was in the
form of “all man-
ner of precious
things” such as
had to be brought
from many places.
Very significant is
the casual notice
that he once had a
vision in a desert
place “as he went forth” (Ibid.,
1:5): as he went he prayed, we are
told, and as he prayed a vision came
to him. The effect of the vision
was to make him hasten back ‘‘to
his own house at Jerusalem,” where
he had yet greater visions, showing
that it was not necessary for him
to “go forth” either to pray or to
have visions; he did not go forth
expecting a vision, but one came to
him in the course of a regular jour-
ney as he went about his business
and forced him to change his plans.
Lehi's precious things and gold
came to him in exchange for his
wine, oil, figs, and honey (of which
he seems to know a good deal), not
only by sea (hence the great im-
portance of Sidon) but necessarily
by caravan as well. There is ample
evidence in the Book of Mormon
that Lehi was an expert on cara-
vans, as one would expect. Con-
sider a few general points before
we introduce particulars.

Upon receiving a warning dream,
Lehi is ready, apparently at a
moment’s notice, to take his whole
“family, and provisions, and tents”
out into the wilderness. While he
took absolutely nothing but the
most necessary provisions with him
(Ibid., 2:4), he knew exactly what
those provisions should be, and

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
when he has to send back to the
city to supply unanticipated wants,
it was for records that he sent and
not for any necessaries for the
journey. This argues a high de-
gree of preparation and knowledge
in the man, as does the masterly
way in which he established a base
camp in order to gather his forces
for the great trek, in the best ac-
cepted manner of modern explorers
in Arabia.” Up until Lehi leaves
that base camp, that is, until the day
when he receives the Liahona, he
seems to know just where he is
going and exactly what he is do-
ing: there is here no talk of being
“led by the Spirit, not knowing be-
forehand . .. " as in the case of
Nephi in the dark streets of Jeru-
salem. (Ibid., 4:7.)

His family accuse Lehi of folly
in leaving Jerusalem and do not
spare his personal feelings in mak-
ing fun of his dreams and visions,
yet they never question his ability
to lead them. They complain, like
all Arabs, against the terrible and
dangerous deserts through which
they pass, but they do not include
ignorance of the desert among their
hazards, though that would be their
first and last objection to his wild
project were the old man nothing
but a city Jew unacquainted with
the wild and dangerous world of the
waste places.

Lehi himself never mentions
inexperience among his obstacles.
Members of the family laugh
contemptuously when Nephi pro-
poses to build a ship (Ibid.
17:17-20) and might well have
quoted the ancient proverb, “Show
an Arab the sea and a man of
Sidon the desert.”™ But while they
tell him he is “'lacking in judgment’”’
to build a ship, they never mock
their brother as a hunter or a dude
in the desert. The fact that he
brought a fine steel bow with him
from home and that he knew well
how to use that difficult weapon
shows that Nephi had hunted much
in his short life.

Lehi has strong ties with the
desert in his family background.
Twenty-six hundred years ago the
Jews felt themselves much closer to
the people of the desert than they
ever have since.™ They themselves
were desert people originally, and
104
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they never forgot it; for them the
desert was always just next door,
and there was a constant going and
coming between the two realms,”
especially in the days of great com-~
mercial activity.” The Jews always
felt a spiritual affinity with the
nomad which they never felt to-
wards the settled cultivators of
Palestine.”

We have often been told that
the patriarchs were wandering
Bedouins;” their language was that
of the desert people; many of whose
words are to this day closer to
Hebrew than to modern Arabic.”

This ostracon, found at Eiath (Tell el-Kheleifeh,
the site of King Solomon’s copper refineries on the
Guilf of ‘Aqaba) in 1940, dates from the fifth or
fourth century B.C. The second line reads lhy
‘b{d] . .. “Lhy the servant of . . . ” The letters
of the name are the same as those in the place-name
Lehi in Judges 15:9, 14, 19, and this object definite-
ly proves the occurrence of Lehi (Prof. Glueck
vocalizes it Lahai) as a personal name among the
desert people in ancient times. (After a facsimile
copy illustrating an article by Nelson Glueck iz the
Bulletin of the American Schools of Orienta: Re-
search, No. 80 (Dec. 1940), p. 5, fig. 2).

Of recent years the tendency has
been more and more to equate He-
brew and Arab, and Guillaume con-
cludes the latest study on the sub-
ject with the dictum that the two
words are really forms of the same
name, both referring originally to
“the sons of Eber.”™ The name
Arab is not meant to designate any
particular race, tribe, or nation but
a way of life: Arab means simply
a man of the desert and was applied
by the Jews to their own cousins
who remained behind in the wilder-
ness after they themselves had
settled down in the city and coun-
try.®

Now of all the tribes of Israel
Manasseh was the one which lived

farthest out in the desert, came into
most frequent contact with the
Arabs, intermarried with them most
frequently, and at the same time had
the closest of traditional bonds with
Egypt.® And Lehi belonged to the
tribe of Manasseh. (Alma 10:3.)
The prominence of the name of
Ammon in the Book of Mormon
may have something to do with the
fact that Ammon was Manasseh's
closest neighbor and often fought
her in the deserts east of Jordan;
at the same time a prehistoric con-
nection with the Ammon of Egypt
is not at all out of the question.”
The semi-nomadic nature of Manas-
seh might explain why Lehi seems
out of touch with things in Jeru-
salem. For the first time he “did
discover” from records kept in
Laban's house that he was a direct
descendant of Joseph. Why hadn’t
he known that all along? Nephi
always speaks of “the Jews at Jeru-
salem” with a curious detachment,
and no one in I Nephi ever refers
to them as ‘‘the people” or “our
people”” but always quite imperson-
ally as “'the Jews.” It is interesting
in this connection that the Elephan-
tine letters speak only of Jews and
Aramaeans, never of Israelites®
while Lachish Letter No. 6 de-
nounces the prophet for spreading
defeatism both in the country and
in the city, showing that Lehi could
have been active in either sphere.
Even the remark that Lehi ““dwelt
at Jerusalem in all his days” would
never have been made by or for
people who had never lived any-
where else, and a dwelling “at
Jerusalem” would be an aid rather
than a hindrance to much travel.™
There is one clear indication that
Lehi's forefathers were not natives
of Jerusalem. We learn in Mosiah
1:4 that certain plates were written
“in the language of the Egyptians.”
Nephi informs us (I Nephi 3:19)
that these same plates were in “the
language of our fathers,” and that
the possession of them was neces-
sary if a knowledge of that lan-
guage was to be preserved among
his people. Lehi’s children could
have produced from their own re-
sources any number of books in
their own language, so that when
Nephi expresses his belief that with-
out that one volume of plates a
language will be lost—the ancient
(Continued on page 155)
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(Continued from page 104)
language of his fathers—he cannot
possibly be speaking of Hebrew.
The necessary precautions to pre-
serve Hebrew would naturally in-
clude possession of the scriptures,
but these could be had anywhere in
Judah and would not require the
dangerous mission to Laban. The
language of Lehi's forefathers was
a foreign language; and when the
Book of Mormon tells us it was the
language of the Egyptians, it means
what it says.

Not only do both Nephi and Lehi
show marked coolness on the sub-
ject of tribal loyalty, but both also
protest that tribe counts for nothing,
that the same blessings are avail-
able to all men at all times and in
all parts of the world (Ibid., 10:17-
22), that “the Lord esteemeth all
flesh in one” (Ibid., 17:35), there
being no such thing as an arbitrarily
“chosen” people. (Ibid., 17:37-40.)
This is in marked contrast to the
fierce chauvinism of the Jews at
Jerusalem and is of a piece with
Lehi's pronounced cosmopolitanism
in other things. Lehi, like Moses
and his own ancestor, Joseph, was
a man of three cultures, being edu-
cated not only in “the learning of
the Jews and the language of the
Egyptians,” but in the ways of the
desert as well. This three-cornered
culture is an established pattern in
that part of the world where the
caravans of Egypt and Israel pass
each other, guided through the
sands by those men of the desert
who were the immemorial go-be-
tween of the two civilizations.”
Without the sympathetic coopera-~
tion of the Arabs any passage
through their deserts was a terrible
risk when not out of the question,
and the good businessman was the
one who knew how to deal with
the Arabs—which meant to be one
of them.”

The proverbial ancestor of the
Arabs is Ishmael. His is one of the
few Old Testament names which is
also at home in ancient Arabia.”
His traditional homeland was the
Tih, the desert between Palestine
and Egypt, and his people were
haunters of the “borders” between
the desert and the sown;” he was
regarded as the legitimate offspring
of Abraham by an Egyptian

(Continued on following page)
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mother.” His was not a name of
good omen, for the angel had
promised his mother, " . . . he will
be a wild man, his hand will be
against everyone, and every man's
hand against him . . . ,”" so the
chances are that one who bore his
name had good family reasons for
doing it, and in Lehi's friend Ish-
mael we surely have a man of the
desert. Lehi, faced with the pros-
pect of a long journey in the wilder-
ness, sent back for Ishmael, who
promptly followed into the desert
with a large party; this means that
he must have been hardly less adept
at moving about than Lehi himself.
The interesting thing is that Nephi
takes Ishmael (unlike Zoram) com-
pletely for granted, never explain-
ing who he is or how he fits into
the picture—the act of sending for
him seems to be the most natural
thing in the world, as does the mar-
riage of his daughters with Lehi's
sons. Since it has ever been the
custom among the desert people for
a man to marry the daughter of
his paternal uncle (bint ‘ammi), it
is hard to avoid the impression that
Lehi and Ishmael were related.

There is a remarkable association
between the names of Lehi and
Ishmael which ties them both to
the southern desert, where the
legendary birthplace and central
shrine of Ishmael was at a place
called Beer Lehai-ro'i.* Wellhausen
rendered the name “spring of the
wild-ox (?) jaw-bone,” but Paul
Haupt showed that Lehi (for so he
reads the name) does not mean
“jawbone” but “cheek,”® which
leaves the meaning of the strange
compound still unclear. One thing
is certain, however: that Lehi is a
personal name. Until recently this
name was entirely unknown, but
now it has turned up at Elath and
elsewhere in the south in a form
which has been identified by Nelson
Glueck with the name Lahai
which “occurs quite frequently
either as a part of a compound,
or as a separate name of deity
or person, particularly in Minaean,
Thamudic, and Arabic texts.™
There is a Beit Lahi, “House
of Lehi” among the ancient place-
names of the Arab country around
Gaza, but the meaning of the
name has here been lost.” If
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the least be said for it, the name
Lehi is thoroughly at home among
the people of the desert and, so far
as we know, nowhere else.

The name of Lemuel is not a con-
ventional Hebrew one, for it occurs
only in one chapter of the Old
Testament (Proverb 31:1, 4),

where it is commonly supposed to
be a rather mysterious poetic sub-
stitute for Solomon. It is, however,
like Lehi, at home in the south
desert, where an Edomite text from
“a place occupied by tribes de-
scended from Ishmael” bears the
title, “The Words of Lemuel, King
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THIS DAY—
Witk I Problims and Promise

BY RICHARD L. EVANS

OME nineteen centuries or so ago there walked among
men one Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Son of
God, the Prince of Peace. His fortunes varied from being
acclaimed King to being condemned to death. Even the
sick whom he healed did not always pause to give grati-
tude. And in his time of greatest need he could not even
count on those who but a few days before had strewn
his path with palms. The principles he proclaimed were
not popular with the prevailing powers of his time and
were not well understood by the people. And because
his precepts and principles apparently have not prevailed,
men have sometimes become cynical, have sometimes
despaired, have sometimes lost hope and faith in the
future. But let no man lose faith in the future: The
spirit of this day is proof of what life could be like when
his precepts are put even into partial practice. And the
spirit of many darker days is proof of the price we pay
for departing from his principles. But even though men
have made many mistakes in the use of their God-given
freedom, the promising part of the picture is this: not that
so many men forsake these principles—but that the prin-
ciples themselves persist—that they are here and await
only a time when men shall turn to them. If there were
no plan, no pattern, no purpose, if there were no all-pre-
vailing Providence, no way provided for the solution of
the problems, the depth of despair would be unbounded;
but the fact is that there is an answer, that there is a
pattern for peace, that there is an all-prevailing purpose,
and that there is sound reason for an unfailing faith in
the future—in the gospel of the Prince of Peace, which
is here, and ever ready for us to turn to whenever men
shall have learned their lessons. And now soom again,
after this day and tomorrow, we shall go back to our
pressing problems, back to the pressure of the daily pur-
suits that make more and ever more demands upon our
patience. And as we do, we could well determine to take
with us the spirit of this day, which lights the eyes of chil-
dren and puts laughter on their lips and mellows the
hearts of men. In the words of Dickens: “Nearer and
dearer to our hearts be the Christmas spirit. . . . God bless

us, everyone.”
e _S;ao/een Wird” erom rempre
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of Massa.”™ These people, though
speaking a language that was al-
most Arabic, were yet well within
the sphere of Jewish religion, for
“we have nowhere any evidence
that the Edomites used any other
name for their God than Yahweh,
the God of the Hebrews.”™

The only example of the name
of Laman to be found anywhere
to the writer's knowledge is its at-
tribution to an ancient Mukam, or
sacred place, in Palestine. Most of
these Mukams are of unknown, and
many of them of prehistoric, date.
In Israel only the tribe of Manasseh
built them.” It is a striking coinci-
dence that Conder saw in the name
Leimun, as he renders it (the vowels
must be supplied by guesswork),
a possible corruption of the name
Lemuel, thus bringing these two
names, so closely associated in the
Book of Mormon, into the most
intimate relationship, and that in
the one instance in which the name
of Laman appears.” Far more popu-
lar among the Arabs as among the
Nephites was the name Alma, which
can mean a coat of mail, a mountain,
or a sign.”

It should be noted here that
archaeology has fully demonstrated
that the Israelites, then as now,
had not the slightest aversion to
giving their children non-Jewish
names, even when those names
smacked of a pagan background.”
One might, in a speculative mood,
even detect something of Lehi's
personal history in the names he
gave to his sons. The first two
have Arabic names—do they recall
his early days in the caravan trade?
The second two have Egyptian
names, and indeed they were born
in the days of his prosperity. The
last two, born amid tribulations in
the desert, were called with fitting
humility, Jacob and Joseph. Wheth-
er the names of the first four were
meant, as those of the last two sons
certainly were (II Nephi 2:1, 3:1),
to call to mind the circumstances
under which they were born, the
names are certainly a striking indi-
cation of their triple heritage.

(To be continued)
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at learning one of the worst systems of writing
ever devised simply to save space—and that at
the grave risk of being misunderstood on every
line. The main objection to the theory, however,
is that one can't save space by writing Hebrew
in Egyptian characters. Any script to compete
with Hebrew in economy would have to be a
shorthand.  We know that the demotic Egyptian
of Lehi's time was almost that, and we also know
that shorthand is short by virtue of being very
closely adapted to the peculiar sound combinations
of a particular language, i.e., it is the most
highly idiomatic form of writing known, and as
such cannot be transferred from one language to
another without losing its economy. Hebrew can
be written in Egyptian characters, as German and
Russian can be written in Gregg, but not economical-
ly, to say the least. Lehi *“ . . . had been taught
the language of the Egyptians'' while he was still
living _in Palestine; and for what would he have
used Egyptian script in Palestine? Not for writ-
ing Hebrew, certainly, but for writing the only
language to which that script is adapted —Egyptian,
That the prehistoric Semitic alphabet was derived
from Egyptian characters has of course no bearing
on the case—in the end our own English alphabet
has the same origin, but that does not make it
Egyptian.

®Granted that he knew his writing would have
to be translated for both Jew and Gentile (this
would not have been the case had he written in
Hebrew!). Nephi, like Mormon (8:35), thinks of
himself as actually addressing his unseen future
readers. The natural thing in such a case is to
conform as nearly as possible to the situation that
one is idealizing. For Nephi the situation calls
for Egyptian. Had he written in Hebrew, the
gift and power of God would not have been necessary
for the translation of his work, which would have
required at most a knowledge of Hebrew and a
chart of but twenty-two symbols, which could
easily have been reconstructed from the text. More
than  twenty-two symbols brings up the shorthand
problem.

SE. J. Bickerman, ‘Colophon of the Greek
Esther,” Jnl.Bib.Lit. 63 (1944), 339f, showing that
the tradition of the colophon was most carefully
preserved in Egypt. R. O. Faulkner, '‘The Bremer-
Rhind  Papyrus—II""  Jal. Eg. Archaeol. XXIII
(1937) 10; cf. F. L1. Griffith, *“The Teaching of
.fxgx;}fenophis the Son of Kanakht,' JEA XII (1926),

83 Faulkner, loc. cit.

%4Bickerman, op. cit.

“The formula is iw-f pw, lit. *‘it is thus,”” and
concludes the Story of Sinuhe and the Maxims of
the Sages Ptahotep and Kagemeni, K. Sethe,
Aegyptische Lesestuecke ({Leipzig, 1924) pp. 17,
42, 43; discussed in his Erlaeuterungen zu den aeg.
Lesestuecken (Leipzig, 1927) pp. 21, 58, 61. *““That
is its end” concludes the Teaching of A his

HARD OF HEARING?

Revolutionary invention
betters hearing with—

ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING
IN THE EAR!

Developed by famed Sonotone Labo-
ratories, astounding oscillator weighs
less than an ounce. Bulky battery
packs with weighty connecting cords
now outmoded ! Find out how you can
hear through your bones with ampli-
fied sound vibrations, instead of
through your ears, with this
marvelous discovery.
MAIL COUPON for
free booklet. “NO-
BODY KNOWS I'M
DEAF.”

SONOTONE

a Box IE-1, Eimsford, N. Y. u
] [ |
- Please send free ™
- booklet, “Nobody ™
8 KnowsI'm Deaf,”
- to - .
[ | ) u
u Name..ooirieiiiineninennennnnn.. n
B Address.................... Apt....... ]
M City.................... State......... [ |

Griffith, op. cit. p. 225.

®A. H. Gardiner, ““New Literary Works from
Ancient Egypt,"” JEA 1 (1914) 25; incidentally,
the Egyptian here quoted had connections with
Palestine, id. p. 30.

87Meyer, Gesch. d. Alt. 1:2, 176.

%The Teaching of Amenophis is addressed, *'For
his son, the youngest of his children, little compared
to his relations . . . ." Then follows a long text
presenting a number of surprising parallels to the
Book of Proverbs (p. 202) and a remarkable one
to Ps. I, the righteous man being compared to '‘a
tree grown in a plot (?) . its fruit is sweet,
its shade is pleasant,” etc. Compare this to Il
Ne. 2 and 3. Lehi's description of fruit as ‘‘white'’
(I Ne. 8:11) is a typical Egyptianism (A. Erman
?1 llf{‘) Grapow, Woerterb. d. aeg. Sprache III, 206f,

%9The foregoing note illustrates this; see A. von
Gall, Basileia tou Theou ({Heidelberg, 1926) pp.
48-82; Meyer, G.d.A. 1:2, 274; Albright, Archaeol.
& the Relig. of Israel, p. 21; D. C. Simpson, ‘“The
Hebrew Book of Proverbs and the Teachings of
Amenophis,”” JEA XII (1926), 232f.

™Von Gall, op. cit. pp. 65-68; Breasted, History of
Egypt, p. 547.

TVon Gall, p. 67f.

2Gardiner, v. Gall, op. cit. pp. 49-55.

“8The danger of preparing for an expedition in the
city is obvious, since the curiosity aroused leads to
dangerous questions and may have far-reaching
effects, see Bertram Thomas, Arabia Felix (N. Y.,
Scribners, 1932) p. 36, with the account of prepara-
tions and activities at the ‘‘base camp’’ pp. 112-124;
H. St. ]J. B. Philby, The Empty Quarter (New York,
Henry Holt, 1933) pp. 9-13.

"Cowley, Aramaic Papyri, col. xiv. 1.208.

5Ed. Meyer, Die Israeliten und ihte Nach-
barstaemme (Halle, 1906), p. 307.

76To this day there are farmers in Palestine who
spend much of their time living in tents on the
desert; our friend Mose Kader was of this class,
see G. E. Kirk, ““The Negev, or Southern Desert
of Palestine’’ PEFQ 1941, p. 60. On the other
hand, Lord Kitchener (PEFQ 1884, p. 206) noticed
tent-dwelling Arabs, true Bedouins, sowing barley
on the land around Gaza. Of the Moahib Arabs
Doughty writes (Travels in Arabia Deserta. 1933,

(Continued on following page)

SAVE UP TO 50% ON

BUTLER BUILDINGS

(Steel-Aluminum or Galvanized)

AS GYM OR RECREATION HALL

. . . and for every other building need in
Industry, Commerce or Agriculture. Butler
Buildings are available in limitless floor
plans and sizes for all requirements.

Mail Coupon For Further Information.

PARAMOUNT SALES CORP.
860 Richards St. - Salt Lake City, Utah
P. 0. Box 2015, Salt Lake City, Utah
(Butler Gymns - er)

Please send full details for FARMER (] DEALER [

Name
Address
City State

DEALERSHIPS AVAILABLE

THE IMPROVEMENT ERA

$2.50
157

12 Issues




(Continued from preceding page)

I, 276): ‘“Their harvest up, they strike the hamlets
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length the easy coming and going between desert
and city, rich Arabs of the town often going out
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p. 24. Nearly a contemporary of Lehi is “‘the Arabian
chief who camped in the outskirts of Jerusalem at
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LEAI IN THE DESERT

learning to think of the immigrants not as nomads
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carrying with them to their new homes the memories
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and practices having a history behind them,”” Mar-
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cadian) was as homogeneous as was Arabic a
thousand years ago,”” W. F. Albright, ‘‘Recent
Progress in North Canaanite Research,”” BASOR
70 (1938) p. 21. The curious and persistent homo-
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81A, Guillaume, '“The Habiru, the Hebrews, and
the Arabs,”” PEFQ 1946, 65f; 67: *'I do not think
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widest sense.’” Id. 78: ‘‘Somewhere about the
beginning of the first millennium B.C. the name
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brews, Aramaeans, and Arabs in the days of the
Patriarchs.”’
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p. 84.
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Aramaean concubine begot the father of Gilead,
and the portion of Manasseh himself was the land
of Gilead, ‘‘wholly Transjordanic.” (loe. cit.). M.
H. Segal, ‘‘The Settlement of Manasseh East of
the Jordan,”” PEFQ 1918, pp. 125-131, refutes the
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beginning.
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1V, 130). Arab merchants, enriched by the three-
cornered trade founded the Nabataean state (Geo.
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The third of an enlightening sertes of articles on the Book of Mormon

Part III

THE PROBLEM

the traits and characteristics of

the model sheikh of the desert.
He is generous, noble, impulsive,
fervent, devout, and visionary, and
he possesses a wonderful capacity
for eloquence and dreams. As to the
dreams, when the Arabs wander,
they feel they must be guided by
dreams, and their sheikhs are often
gifted dreamers.”” The substance
of Lehi’'s dreams is highly signifi-
cant, since men’s dreams necessarily
represent, even when inspired, the
things they see by day, albeit in
strange and wonderful combina-
tions. It is common for men in
every age, for example, to dream
of ships, but a man in Lehi's day
must dream of particular kinds of
ships, and no others will do.

In his dreams Lehi finds himself
wandering “in a dark and dreary
waste,”” a “"dark and dreary wilder-
ness,” where he must travel “for
the space of many hours in dark-
ness,”” lost and helpless. (I Nephi
8:4-8.) Of all the images that
haunt the early Arab poets this is
by all odds the commonest; it is
the standard nightmare of the Arab;
and it is the supreme boast of every
poet that he has traveled long dis-
tances through dark and dreary
wastes all alone."™ Invariably dark-
ness is given as the main source of
terror (the heat and glare of the
day, though nearly always men-
tioned, are given second place), and
the culminating horror is almost
always a “mist of darkness,” a de-
pressing mixture of dust, and
clammy fog, which, added to the
night, completes the confusion of
any who wander in the waste."”
Quite contrary to what one would
expect, these dank mists are de-
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LEHI possesses in a high degree

scribed by travelers in all parts of
Arabia," and al-Ajajja, one of the
greatest of early desert poets, tells
how a “mist of darkness’' makes it
impossible for him to continue a
journey to Damascus.'” In its na-
ture and effect Lehi's “mist of dark-
ness’ (Ibid., 8:23) conforms to this
strange phenomenon most exactly.

When Lehi dreams of the vanity
of the world, he sees “a great and
spacious building,”” suspended in the
air out of reach and full of smart
and finely dressed. people. (Ibid.,
12:18, 8:26.) That is exactly how
the Bedouin of the desert, to whom
the great stone houses of the city
are an abomination, pictures the
wicked world;"" and as the city
Arabs still mock their desert cous-
ins (whom they secretly envy)
with every show of open contempt,
so the well-dressed people in the
big house “were in the attitude of
mocking and pointing their fingers”
at the poor little band of bedraggled
wanderers, hungrily eating fruit
from a tree, and duly abashed that
their poverty should be put to open
shame. It is interesting that Joseph
Smith, Sr., had almost the same
dream, according to his wife, who
took comfort in comparing the
wanderings of her own family with
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different settings of the two: when
the prophet’s father dreamed him-
self lost in “this field of the world,”
he “could see nothing save dead,
fallen timber,” a picture which of
course faithfully recalls his own
frontier background.”” When Dante,
another westerner, sees himself lost
in the midst of life's journey (one
of the commonest and oldest of
dreams, we repeat—a very classic
among dreams) he is wandering
through a dense, dark forest, the
forests of his native Tuscany.

In a pleasanter vein Lehi sees “‘a
large and spacious field, as if it
had been a world” (Ibid., 8:20),
just as the Arab poet describes the
world as a maidan, or large and
spacious field."” When he dreams
of a river, it is a true desert river,
a clear stream a few yards wide
with its source but a hundred paces
away (Ibid., 8:14), or else a rag-
ing muddy wash, a sail of “filthy
water”’ that sweeps people away to
their destruction (/bid., 8:32, 12:16,
15:27); such are the two and only
types of “river” (for he calls them
rivers) known to the desert Arab."
When Lehi dreams of people gone
astray, they are lost in a trackless
waste, “wandering in strange
roads” (Ibid., 8:23, 32) or blunder-

VWHEN the Lord has a task to be done, he picks a

man who is most suited for the work by tempera-
ment and training. W hen Moses fled into Midian, he
traveled afoot in the very deserts through which be

was later to lead the children of Israel .

. Lehi was

no less prepared and qualified for his grc’ﬂt task.

those of “Father Lehi.” But what
is significant is not the resemblance
of the two dreams (we could
furnish a number of genuine
parallels to that) but the totally

ing “into broad roads, and they
perish and are lost” (Ibid., 12:17)
because of the “mist of darkness.”
Losing one's way is of course the
fate that haunts every desert
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dweller sleeping and waking, and
the Arab poets are full of the terror
of ‘strange roads” and “broad
ways.” " To symbolize what is ut-
terly inaccessible, Lehi is shown “a
great and terrible gulf,” (Ibid.,
12:18) “an awful gulf” (Ibid.,
15:28), a tremendous chasm with
one's objective (the tree of life)
maddeningly visible on the other
side; all who have traveled in the
desert know the feeling of utter
helplessness and frustration at find-
ing one’s way suddenly cut off by

one of those appalling canyons with
perpendicular sides—nothing could
be more abrupt, more absolute, more
baffling to oné's plans, and so will
it be with the wicked in a day of
reckoning.™

Wherever else one might find
parallels to these things, in com-
bination they could only come from
a man who knew the desert. Rubah,
one of the earliest and greatest of
the desert poets, describes in a
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single short poem the terror, the
loneliness, the long journey, the
mist of darkness (sultry and thick),
the “awful gulf,” the broad ways,
and the paths that stray.™ The
Book of Mormon, in giving us not
a few such clear and vivid snap-
shots (there are many more to
come) of life in another world, fur-
nishes picturesque but convincing
proof of its own authenticity.
Nephi's complaint, “they sought
to take away my life, that they

might leave me in the wilderness

HEN LEHI dreams of
people gone astray,
they are lost in a trackless
waste “wandering in
strange roads.”

to be devoured by wild beasts”
(Ibid., 7:16) is ever in the mouth
of the Arab poet, for to leave one's
enemy lying in the desert to be
devoured by wild beasts is standard

and correct procedure when Arabs
quarrel, and for all its popularity
with the poets, no mere figure of
speech.™ ; ;

The powerful speech by which
alone Lehi kept his rebellious sons in
line is a gift demanded of every real
sheikh in the desert, and, indeed
against the proud and touchy
tribesmen that is the only weapon
the sheikh possesses.” When the
men assemble in the chief's tent
to take counsel together (cf. Ibid.,
15:12), the leader “addresses the
whole assembly in a succession of
wise counsels intermingled with op-
portune proverbs,” exactly in the
manner of Lehi; “people of any,
other country hearing them speak,”
says our informant, “would simply
suppose them filled with -a super-
natural gift.™* “Poetical excla-
mations . . . rose all around me,”
Burton reports, ‘showing how deep-
ly tinged with imagination becomes
the language of the Arab under
the influence of strong passion
or religious enthusiasm. . .. "™ If
Lehi's language sounds strangely
exclamatory and high-flown to us,
it is because he is not a westerner,
he himself explaining that the
figurative language he uses is of
ancient pattern, by the Spirit of
the Lord which was in our fathers.”
(Ibid.. 1:5:1125)

When the Lord has a task to be
done, he picks a man who is most
suited for the work by temperament
and training. When Moses fled
into Midian, he traveled afoot in
the very deserts through which he
was later to lead the children of
Israel, and he lived and married
among the people of the desert in
whose way of life he was to in-
struct his own people.”” Lehi was
no less prepared and qualified for
his great task: richly endowed with
means and experience, at home on
the march, firm, resourceful, cau-
tious, and unhurried, independent,
and not to be intimidated (Ibid.,
1:18-20, 2:1-4), yet never provok-
ing though he was sorely provoked,
he exemplified what Philby has de-
clared in a moving passage—that
only the greatest strength of char-
acter in a leader can carry a party
safely through a dangerous desert:

For many days now I had endured the
constant and inevitable friction of my
own fixed and unalterable purpose and
the solid weight of the innate national

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)

inertia thrown into the balance against
me by the united body of my companions.

Step by step we had progressed ever
away from their homefires, but each step
had been achieved only by the smallest
margin as the momentum of a purposeful
mind triumphed at each stage over the
inert mass ever ready to recoil from any
arduous objective."®

Those words might have been writ-
ten to describe the achievement of
Lehi. Had the Lord wished it, he
could have transferred the whole
party through the air; as it was, he
apparently wanted them to do as
much as possible on their own, with
a minimum of miracles. Of all
the righteous men in Jerusalem,
Lehi alone was singled out for a
task requiring a combination of
qualifications and a measure of faith
which few men have ever had. But
though Lehi was no ordinary man,
one fact about him should begin
to emerge at this point of our study:
that he was an actual flesh and
blood person in a real situation, and
no synthetic and overdrawn char-
acter of romantic fiction moving
among the phantasmagoric stage
properties that were once thought
to represent the gorgeous East.

THE FLIGHT INTO THE WILDERNESS

HAT a wealthy Hebrew should
leave the land of his in-
heritance at a moment’s notice and
on no stronger authority than a
dream move his whole family out
into the desert may seem at first
blush highly improbable, to say the
least. And yet Lehi was doing not
only the sensible but also the ordi-
nary thing: from the earliest times
to the present day the correct pro-
cedure when going got rough in
Egypt or Palestine was to seek the
security of the deserts. Take the
case of Sinuhe. He was a high of-
ficial at the court of Amenemhet
I, and one night as he was dozing
half-asleep in his bed, he heard
voices in the next room. What they
said portended a serious political
shakeup to his fuzzy comprehension,
with danger to himself. So, taking
nothing with him, he rushed out
afoot into the night and the desert
where within forty-eight hours he
nearly perished of thirst. He was
rescued by some Arabs and be-
friended by a sheikh with whom he
202
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had had business connections in
Egypt; living with the desert people,
Sinuhe himself in time became a
famous sheikh. This story, thirteen
hundred years earlier than Lehi's
day, illustrates that coming and
going between the desert and the
city which from the first offered
obvious commercial and political ad-
vantages. As to the flight motif, had
not Moses and the prophets and
Father Abraham himself sought

safety from their enemies by flight

into the desert? Most significant is
the behavior of those very Jews who
had driven Lehi from the land, for
when the city was finally besieged,
the Jewish leaders, “the chiefs of
the army . . . hid in the wilds dur-
ing the siege,” and after all was
lost, they fled to Egypt."* “Hiding
in the wilds' was exactly what Lehi
was doing.

The desert to which Sinuhe fled
was the country south of Palestine,
the classic hide-out land both of
Egyptians and Jews, where “men
of all conditions and nations . . .
look to the Arab camp as a safe
retreat and refuge.”™ While the
Syrian desert is “‘the unenvied re-
sort of defeated tribes, the proper
paradise of the outcast was ever
Edom and the south country, “the
land of disoriented groups and of
individual fugitives, where organ-
ized semi-nomad Arab tribes alter-
nate with the flotsam and jetsam of
sedentary society, with runaway
slaves, bandits, and their descend-
ants. . . . " Even the great mer-
chants who brought forth the civi-
lized Nabataean state placed their
confidence, says Diodorus, in their
ability to disappear quickly and
easily into the desert—Ilike any com-
mon Bedouin.”™ So Lehi is not the
first big merchant to take to the
back-country with his worried
family. Even in the present century
Arab farmers and town-dwellers, to
flee exactions of a tyrannical
Turkish government, fled to the
desert and adopted the life of
wandering Bedouins.”™ At this very
moment thousands of fellahin, raised
to a life of farming, are starving in
the Syrian desert as the result of
hasty and ill-advised flight from
their homes. As far as Lehi's flight
into the wilderness is concerned, the
Book of Mormon shows flawless
judgment in every detail: the man-

ner of his flight is strictly in keeping
with the best conventions, and he
takes what we know now was the
only possible direction he could
have taken.*”

We have mentioned that “the
Jews at Jerusalem” who finally got
away when the city fell ended up
in Egypt. Many of them settled far
up the Nile, at Elephantine or
Yeb.” It is in that region that we
located, in a previous article in the
ErA, ("The Book of Mormon as a
Mirror of the East,” April, 1948, p.
202) some important Book of
Mormon names, not realizing at the
time that those names belonged to
the descendants of Lehi's own con-
temporaries.” The famous colony
has been described as “but an ec~
centric deviation from the broad
pathway of Hebrew history: it led
nowhere, and had no influence on
the development even of Egyptian
Judaism.”™ In such words we might
describe Lehi's own migration—an
eccentric deviation breaking off
completely from the main current of
Jewish history, but, like the Ele-
phantine settlement, preserving its
own peculiar version of trans-
planted Judaism intact. The story
of Elephantine, that scholars were
at first most reluctant to believe,
confirms the possibility of just such
an emigration as Lehi’s.

As to the direction taken by
Lehi's party there can be no doubt:
for many days they traveled south-
southeast and finally struck out due
east over a particularly terrible
desert and reached the sea. Nephi
is careful to keep us informed of
the main bearing of every stage of
the journey, and never once does he
mention a westerly or a northerly
trend. The party traveled for eight
years in but two main directions,
without retracing their steps or
doubling back, and many of their
marches were long, forced marches.
This entirely excludes the Sinaitic
Peninsula as the scene of their
wanderings, and fits perfectly with
a journey through the Arabian
Peninsula. The slowest possible
march “in a south-southeasterly
direction” in Sinai would reach the
sea and have to turn north within
ten days;™ yet Lehi's people
traveled ‘‘for many days,” nay,
months,”™ in a south-southeasterly

(Continued on page 222)
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(Continued from page 202)
direction keeping near the coast of
the Red Sea all the while. Ten
days take a foot traveler the entire
length of that coast of Sinai which
runs in a south-southeasterly direc-
tion— and what of the rest of the
eight years?

What entirely excludes Sinai as
the field of Lehi's journeyings is the
total lack at all times of timber to
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build ships with, to say nothing of
a lush and beautiful Land Bountiful.
Thus the great Solomon had to
bring all his timber by land from
Palestine to the Red Sea because
there was no wood on the Red Sea
with which he might build ships.
Lehi was faced with the same prob-
lem and had to travel for eight years
before he reached the lovely for-

(Continued on page 225)

THE FUTURE

BY RICHARD L. EVANS

EOPLE sometimes ask impatiently: “Why can’t we know

more about the future?”
One part of a possible answer to this
problem, so far as our individual acts are concerned, is
that ofttimes we can't know more about the future because
ofttimes the pattern of the future isn't yet fixed. By this
we mean that many things that will happen in the future
will depend upon what we do and upon what others do,
and since in the use of our free agency we and other
men have left many decisions unmade concerning future
matters, the results that are to follow those decisions
Another reason, and an all-
sufficient one for many, is that it is part of the plan and

“Why shouldn’t we know

purpose of Providence that we should not in most in-
stances know what the future will bring in detail in our
own individual lives. For those who would like further
answer, suppose we ask ourselves what life would be
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of the unforeseen, no pleasant surprises, no unlooked-for
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is carrying speculation to absurdity, but it does invite
attention to the wisdom of things as they are. And even
if there were some means of acquiring a detailed knowl-
edge of the events to come in our own lives, it still
wouldn’t bring us happiness. We must learn to live by
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(Continued from page 222)

ests of the south Arabian coasts.

The desert into which Lehi first
retreated and in which he made his
first long camp has been known
since Old Testament times as the
wilderness par excellence. Thanks
to the Bible, it is this very section
of the earth’s surface to which the

word wilderness most closely ap-
plies, so that Nephi is using the
word in its fullest correctness.”™
From I Nephi 8:4 and 7, we learn
that by wilderness he means waste,
i.e. desert, and not jungle. Today
we call the region a desert, yet
Woolley and Lawrence preferred

(Continued on following page)
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"‘ BY RICHARD L. EVANS i
N defending a statement that is questioned or challenged,

| not infrequently someone will say: "I read it in a v

! book” (as if this were a final and unanswerable defense). i

But the books of men are no more infallible than are
} men. An error is an error—even in a book! It is true ||
e that print tends to give weight to what is printed. And |
if we have seen it in print, it leaves its impression upon

| us, and many will choose to believe it, no matter who ||
'j wrote it, or when, or why. But much that is printed con- I
tradicts much else that is printed, and it therefore follows |

. that much of what is written and read must be wrong: If, |
!f‘ for example, we were to turn to a textbook of a generation o

i ago, we would be astounded at how much that was then ‘
proclaimed in print has since been set aside. And what
f reason have we to suppose that much of what we con-
| clude today will not likewise seem absurd to those who |
follow in fifty years—or even in five! It doesn’t seem
L likely that we shall be the exception—either in literature M
or in life. But even when an irresponsible person writes, n
if his words appear in print, they will almost certainly
L impress some people. A lie from the lips of a man may
, travel far and fast—but it may be forgotten when breath
fails or memory fades. But a printed lie enjoys a kind
L of infamous immortality. It lives on the page long after
I those who penned it have passed. But fortunately we
are not obliged to believe everything we read, any more
| than we are obliged to believe everything we hear. Man- |
4 made theories and “authorities” come and go, and so-called ‘
“final” findings have so often proved to be anything but i
“final.” We should certainly read and seek knowledge
i out of the best books and be ever grateful for the blessed M
f companionship of good books and for all the truth and A
beauty that have been preserved in print; but where con-
|/ troversial considerations are concerned, we can well afford !
1 to wait and watch, not being too hasty in assuming so- n
called “final” conclusions, for the books of men are no
more infallible than men. What is written is written— b
3 but if what is written is not true, writing it or saying it
doesn’t make it so.

i/ “\7 ” A
2]
® /lé’ \S;m)[’pn WH'(/ FROM TEMPLE SQUARE i

PRESENTED OVER KSL AND THE COLUMBIA BROAD-
CASTING SYSTEM, JANUARY 22, 1950

- ) i g & <2l

Copyright King Features

= |

- o — ——— o — - —— - . — g— -

- = _— - e — i — -~ <. - — sy <ul s

MARCH 1950

Bound Volumes of
the ERA make valu-
able reference books.

Preserve each issue for bind-
ing when volume is complete.

A fine addition to any
library, both for value
of contents and ap-
pearance.

Economical

$2.50 per volume
F.O.B. Salt Lake City
(Postpaid, add 30c¢)

1949 Index is now

ready so send your
ERAS for binding to

DESERET NEWS PRENS

40 Richards St.
Salt Lake City

225




modernfold

D O O R S

Beautiful
Save Space
Efficient

Provide
Double-Duty
Rooms

Wide Variety
of Colors

ACCORDION-LIKE IN
OPENING AND CLOSING

This improved type of folding wall is
a complete unit folding on itself—
successful in all types of openings—
for both home and commercial in-
stallations. It is fabric-covered for
beauty—metal-framed for rigidity
and strength.

ALDER’S

1343 So. Main Salt Lake City

\ Phone 7-1531

AHEAD OF THE FIELD

Get the very latest in piano de-
velopments. . . Balanced tension
metal lever back, far more rigid
than wood posts. That’s why

an Everett stays in tune longer!

All of the M.LA.
JUNE FESTIVAL MUSIC
will be available at the

Beesley Music

MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED

BEESLEY MUSIC (0.

70 South Main Salt Lake City
Phone 4-6518

Utah’s Pioneer Music House

226

Make Reservations
NOW\for the

We are authorized, bonded
sentatives for all lines serving
Hawaii.

Matson Lines
United Air Lines
Pan American Air Lines
Northwest Air Lines
Hawaiian Air Lines
All Hawaiian Hotels
All Hawaiian Sightseeing

Our complete service adds nothing
to the cost of your trip.

Write or Phone
UNIVERSAL TRAVEL SERVICE
Mezzanine, Hotel Temple Square
DIAL 3-3419

repre-

The Traditional Bible
with the MODERN COVER

Rich Maroon

Royal Blue

Traditional Black

When you see them, you too will prefet the new
National Bibles with covers in color. Their rich,
modern beauty pleases the eye as well as the
soul. Bibles shown have easy-to-read Crystal clear
type ideal for home or lectern. With their many
fine helps and appealing, genuine leather covers
in a range of colors, they are prized possessions
or welcome gifts.

BELOVED KING JAMES VERSION

o
7

N HEADQUARTERS FOR L. D. S. P
d N LAS VEGAS, NEVADA )

YE KING'S REST MOTEL
526 SOUTH 5th STREET

Dr. Harold B. Foutz. Owner
Edgar H. Foutz, Manager
Beautyrest Mattresses Throughout

Lehi in the Desert

(Continued from preceding page)
the older word to designate this
particular desert—the Wilderness
of Zin. “The term ‘wilderness’
does not necessarily mean an unin-
habitable waste,” wrote Kenyon
(thus associating the two words as
Nephi does), “‘rather it means a
country such as nomads may in-
habit, with oases and wadies where
crops may be raised.””™ So Lehi's
wilderness had “‘more fertile parts”
in which survival was possible.
(Ibid., 16:16.) The particular waste
in which Lehi made his first camp
is among the most uninviting deserts
on earth; though some observers
think the area enjoyed a little more
rainfall in antiquity than it does to-
day, all are agreed that the change
of climate has not been considerable
since prehistoric times—it was at
best almost as bad then as it is
now.”™ Even if Lehi took the main
southern route down the Arabah,
as he very probably did, since it was
the direct road to the Red Sea, and
a caravan way known to all the
merchants, he would be moving
through a desert so repelling that
even the hardened Bedouins avoid
it like the plague. Nor need we
look there for any monuments of
his passing: ‘“The Egyptians, the
Patriarchs, the Jews, the Romans,
the Crusaders, and the Arabs all
passed over these tracks, and they
have given us place-names and no
more. Probably in their eyes the
country was too detestable to merit
further reference. " Detest-
able certainly describes the place in
the eyes of Lehi's people, who
“murmured” bitterly at being led
into such a hell.

(To be continued)
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WiLucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith (Ed.
Preston Nibley, Stevens & Wallis, Salt Lake City,
1945) pp. 47-50. These dreams must be considered
only in their most general aspects, since Mother
Smith is here at an advanced age recalling purely
from memory the dream of another person reported
to her thirty-four years before (see Introduction pp.
vii and ix); moreover her constant and devout
reading of the Book of Mormon, with whose char-
acters she liked to identify her own people (Id. p.
196) may well have influenced her memory after
so many years. But certainly the fallen timber is
a striking image which may well have been part
of the original dream.

105Thus Al-Bochtori, cit. Brockelmann, Gesch.d.ar.
Lit., p. 88. cf. Lebid, id. p. 55. Maidan means
both “‘large, spacious field,"”” and ‘“‘an ample life'”
in Arabic.

109“The Arabic Misyal, Masyal, Masil, or Masi-
lah, is . . . a hill water-course, which rolls a
torrent during and after rain, and is either partially
or wholly dry at other seasons,—the stream flowing
slowly underground. In England we want the
feature, and therefore there is no single word to
express it. QOur ‘river' is an imperfect way of
conveying the idea.”” Sir Richard Burton, Pilgrimage
to Al Madinah & Meccah (London, 1893) 1, 250,
n. 2. However inadequate our word “‘river,"” it is
the only one available in the language; hence its
use in the Book of Mormon.

WE.g., Al-Ajjaj, in Ahlwardt, II. No.i; Th.
Noeldeke, Veterum Carminum Arabicorum (Berlin,
1890), p. 111; the last verse of the First Psalm is
another example.

MThe eastern wall of the Arabah, down which
the southern trade-road ran, is interrupted fre-
quently by such abrupt gorges, ** . . . titanic walls,

lofty donjons, huge projecting bastions, and moats
full of deep shade,” says Burton (op. cit. 1, 207)
describing southern extension. A famous Egyp- |
tian school text of the Ramessid period (‘‘The
Travels of an Egyptian'') comments with wonder
on the broken terrain and the great heights and
depths that the traveler encounters in Palestine.

"In Ahlwardt, op. cit. IlI, No. i.

12Noeldeke, op. cit. p. 95; Brockelmann, op. cit.
pp. 19, 21; Antarah, 1.6.

1. . he was not one to keep silent when the
contest of words began,”” thus of a true leader,
cited by Brockelmann, op. cit. pp. 6-7. In the
Beni Hilal epic the first requirement of every leader
is skilful and inspiring speech.

5P, Baldensperger, ‘‘Arab Life," PEFQ 1925,
p. 81.

6Burton, op. cit. I, 280.

"""W. ]J. Phythian-Adams, ‘“The Mount of God,""
PEFQ 1930, 193f; Caiger, Bible and Spade, p. 5.

""“Philby, The Empty Quarter, p. 216.

19W. Albright, in The Biblical Archaeologist 1X
(1946) p. 4f 3

120P. Baldensperger, ‘‘Arab Life," PEFQ 1922,
170f

BC. L. Woolley and T. E, Lawrence, The
Wilderness of Zin (London, J. Cape, 1936) p. 34

122Albright, Archaeol. and the Relig. of Israel,
p. 101

“iDiodorus, Hist. Lib. XIX, 94-100; cf. Jerem.
xlix; 31f, noting the great freedom of movement
of “'the wealthy nation''
1A, Jaussen, “L'lmmolation chez les Nomades.'
Revue Biblique N.S. 3 (1906), p. 95

125At this date it is plain that all other routes

pe would be closed; the intimate danger
would be. of course, from the north, see | P S
Myres, “God and the Danger from the North in
Ezekiel” PEFQ 1932, 213f, while the south desert
remained open to the end; some Jewish settlements
there actually “‘appear to have escaped destruction’’
altogether, Albright, in The Bibl. Archaeologist 1X
(1946), p. 6.

126Albright, op. cit. p. 5f

12iThe Improvement Era 51 (April 1948), 2028

125Caiger. Bible and Spade, p. 188

120See below, notes 150-152

180They were still near the Red Sea when their
bows wore out, which could hardly have happened
within a vear of their departure from Jerusalem;

5 n. 177 |
ant is Margoliouth's suggestion (Rela- |
tions . Arabs & Israelites, p. 47), that when
Jeremiah (Lehi's contemporary) ‘‘speaks of them
as dwelling in the wilderness, that word may be

(Continued on following page) |
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(Continued from preceding page)

a general designation for the (Arabian) peninsula of
which so large a portion is arid and uncultivated.”
If this is so, Nephi's “‘wilderness’ is definitely the
Arabian Peninsula.

132]n, Woolley and Lawrence, op. cit., p. 11

1337 great deal has been written on this subject.
We shall content ourselves with a single observa-
tion from Woolley and Lawrence. op. cit. p. 36:
““All our evidence points to the antiquity of present
conditions. . . . It is, we think, both natural and
correct to assume that at all periods in man's
history the southern desert has been very much
the desert that it is today.”

134]d. p. 37

Mission To Polynesia

(Continued from page 180)

was soon called, and, when she came
in, she stood and eyed me with a very
suspicious look. When one of her
sisters tried to force her to me to
shake hands, saying, ‘‘That is Pa”
she jerked her hand away saying, It
is not,” and left the room. Their
mother soon came in. She looked
quite natural and quite as young as
when I left home, being more fleshy
now than then. At Winter Quarters
she, with the rest of the family, all
but the youngest, suffered under severe
fits of sickness, and the scurvy de-
prived her of her upper teeth, and
when she talked her voice was un-
natural; except for that, I could see
But the children
had all grown entirely out of my
recollection, and none of them knew
me. I left them June 1, 1843, and now
this was the 28th of September, 1848.
Such a cruel separation causes emo-
tions that none can know but those
It was more like
the meeting of strangers than the
meeting of a family circle.

no change in her.

who experience it.

Writing about the same event,
Louisa recorded,

He looked rough and sunburned.'

None but the eldest daughter recog-
nized him. The others did not seem
pleased with his appearance. So much
did we seem like strangers .that we
scarcely knew what to say to each
other. . The scene evidently af-
fected him as the feelings between him
and his children were coincident. It
was sad to realize what a change the
lapse of years brings, changing forms
and features in the domestic circle
even to cause estrangement along with
separation. Nothing short of the in-
terest and advancement of the kingdom
of God could justify so lengthy a
separation.
(To be continued)
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An open-air market place, in the Near East where
travelers to and from desert places carry on their
daily mode of life, in much the same manner as
did Lehi and his family of old.

Part IV

mon have given a whole verse

to Nephi's laconic statement,
“And my father dwelt in a tent” (I
Nephi 2:15), and rightly so, since
Nephi himself finds the fact very
significant and refers constantly to
his father’s tent as the center of his
universe.” To an Arab, “my father
dwelt in a tent” says everything.
“The present inhabitants of Pal-
estine,” writes Canaan, ‘like their
forefathers, are of two classes:
dwellers in villages and cities, and
the Bedouin. As the life and habits
of the one class differ from those
of the other, so do their houses dif-
fer. Houses in villages are built
of durable material . . . on the other
hand, Bedouin dwellings, tents, are
more fitted for nomadic life. . . ."™
An ancient Arab poet boasts that
his people are “the proud, the chiv-
alrous people of the horse and
camel, the dwellers-in-tents, and no
miserable ox-drivers.”*" A Persian
king but fifty years after the fall of
Jerusalem boasts that all the civi-
lized kings “‘as well as the Bedouin
tent-dwellers brought their costly
gifts and kissed my feet,”™ thus
making the same distinction as the
later poet. One of the commonest
oaths of the Arabs, Burckhardt re-
ports, is “‘by the life of this tent and
its owners,” taken with one hand
resting on the middle tent pole.*
If a man’s estate is to be declared
void after his death, “the tent posts
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are torn up immediately after the
man has expired, and the tent de-
molished.” If a woman wants to
divorce her husband, she simply
turns over his tent.” And what
applies today, as Doughty notes,
applied to the children of Israel in
Old Testament times. Indeed,
Hebrew tent (ohel) and Arabic
family (ahl)were originally one and
the same word.” “The Bedouin has
a strong affection for his tent,” says
Canaan. “He will not exchange it
with any stone house.””* So Jacob
was “‘an honest man and dwelt in
tents,” though, let us add, by no
means in squalor: “Casual travelers
in the Orient, who have seen only
the filthy, wretched tents of the
tribeless gypsy Bedouins . . . would
be surprised, perhaps, at the spa-
ciousness and simple luxury in the
tent of a great desert sheikh."*

So with the announcement that
his “‘father dwelt in a tent,” Nephi
serves notice that he had assumed
the desert way of life, as perforce
he must for his journey: any east-
erner would appreciate the signifi-
cance and importance of the state-
ment, which to us seems almost
trivial. If Nephi seems to think of
his father’s tent as the hub of every-
thing, he is simply expressing the
view of any normal Bedouin, to

whom the tent of the sheikh is the
sheet anchor of existence.

It is not uncommon in the East
for rich town and country people
to take to the desert for a spell,*
so Lehi was by no means doing the
impossible or unusual thing; only
the people who do so are of course
those who already have had a good
deal of experience in the desert way
and have acquired a taste for it.

TuE ORDER OF MARCH

HE Book of Mormon tells us a

good deal about how Lehi and
his people moved through the desert,
and this can now be checked against
the firsthand reports of life with
the Arabs which the last one hun-
dred years, and especially the last
forty, have brought forth. All these
would agree with Nephi that the
keynote of life in Arabia is hard-
ship: “his life is hard, a ceaseless
struggle for existence against na-
ture and man."™ "It is no exag-
geration,” writes a present-day au-
thority, “to say that the Bedouin
is in an almost permanent state of
starvation.”** “Many times between
their waterings,” Doughty reports,
“there is not a single pint of water
left in the greatest sheikh’s tent.”™
A passage from Palgrave is par-
ticularly impressive: “Then an in-
sufficient halt for rest or sleep, at
most two or three hours, soon in-
terrupted by the oft-repeated admo-
nition, ‘If we linger here, we all die
of thirst,” sounding in our ears, and
then to remount our jaded beasts
and push them on through the dark
night with the constant probability
of attack or plunder from roving
marauders . . . at about an hour
before sunset we would stagger off
our camels as best we might, to
prepare an evening feast of pre-
cisely the same description as that
of the forenoon, or more often, lest
the smoke of our fire should give
notice of some distant rover, to con-
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tent ourselves with dry dates and
half an hour’s rest on the sand.”
This, it is true, is marching under
pressure, but the conditions — no
fire, raw meat, “wading through
much affliction,” are exactly dupli-
cated in the Book of Mormon.

Lehi's party is described as mov-
ing through the desert for a few
days (three or four) and then
camping ‘‘for the space of a time.”
This is exactly the way the Arabs
move. Caravan speeds run between
two and one-quarter and three and
nine-tenths miles an hour, thirty
miles being, according to Cheesmen,
“a good average” for the day, and
sixty miles being the absolute maxi-
mum.”™ “The usual estimate for a

good day's march is reckoned by
Arab writers at between twenty-
eight and thirty miles: in special or
favorable circumstances it may be
nearly forty.”” On the other hand,
a day’s slow journey “for an ass-
nomad, moving much slower than
camel-riders, is twenty miles."*
Length of camps varies (as in
the Book of Mormon) with circum-~
stances. ‘‘From ten to twelve days
is the average time a Bedouin en-
campment of ordinary size will re-
main on the same ground,” accord-
ing to Jennings Bramley, who, how-
ever, observes, "I have known them
to stay in one spot for as long as
five or six months.”™ The usual
thing is to camp as long as possible
in one place until “it is soiled by
the beasts, and the multiplication
of fleas becomes intolerable, and the
surroundings afford no more pas-

turage, [then] the tents are pulled
down and the men decamp.’™

“On the Syrian and Arabic plain
the Bedouins encamp in summer . . .
near wells, where they remain often
for a whole month.”** Lehi's time
schedule thus seems to be a fairly
normal one, and the eight years
he took to cross Arabia argue
neither very fast nor very slow prog-
ress—the Beni Hilal took twenty-
seven years to go a mnot much
greater distance. After reaching the
seashore Lehi's people simply
camped there “for the space of
many days,” until a revelation again
put them in motion.

Were Lehi's party ass-nomads
or camel-nomads? The latter, there
can be no doubt. The times re-
quired it, and the Book of Mormon
insists on it. But before giving the
proof, it would be well to correct
the theory, sometimes propounded,
that the party went on foot. When
the Lord appoints a man to a task,
he gives him the means of carrying
it out, and to Lehi he had given
ample means indeed. The sight of a
rich merchant and his family setting
out for the desert in a caravan

(Continued on page 320)

GEORGE ALBERT SMITH, ﬂonorar% :.bocfor o/ ﬂumaniﬁeﬁ

President George Albert Smith receiving
the honorary degree of Doctor of Humani-
ties from President A. Ray Olpin of the
University of Utah.

High honor was accorded Presi-
dent George Albert Smith at the
convocation celebrating the one
hundredth anniversary of the
founding of the University of Utah
on February 28, when he received
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an honorary doctor of humanities
degree.

Kingsbury Hall was filled to over-
flowing with an audience, many of
whom wore the colorful academic
robes of some of the world's great-
est academic centers. It was the
President’s privilege to offer the in-
vocation for that group at the
beginning of that meeting.

Later in the program, Dean O.
Meredith Wilson of the university
college arose and said:

Mr. President:

May [ present George Albert Smith,
three times President of societies for de-
veloping scientific farming, sixteen years
President of the Society for the Aid of
the Sightless, Founder and President of
the Utah Pioneer Trails and Landmarks
Association, Director of the Oregon Trails
Memorial Association, twenty years execu-
tive of the Boy Scouts of America and
recipient of the silver beaver and silver
buffalo awards, for a generation a leader
in and now President of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who has
traveled over a million miles in the interest
of peace. He has helped to build a living
economy, devoted vyears to the handi-

capped, kept alive a devotion to the ideals
and achievements of the pioneers, and in-
vested his best efforts in the leadership of
tomorrow. A prophet to the members of
his Church, a counselor, and friend to all,
being a servant of all men, he is, in truth,
a man of God. For a lifetime of devoted
service to the welfare of all his fellow
men, | recommend that he be awarded
the degree of Doctor of Humanities, honoris
causa.

President Smith then received the
degree from President A. Ray Olpin
of the University of Utah.

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.,
represented his Alma Mater, Co-
lumbia University, and as a delegate
of the American Academy of Politi-
cal and Social Science during the
founders’ day exercises.

Dr. John A. Widtsoe of the
Council of the Twelve and one of
the three living former presidents
of the University played an impor-
tant part in the centennial proceed-
ings. He took part in a symposium,
entitled “One Hundred Years of
Education in Utah,” in which his
particular subject was “The Early
Years."”
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(Continued from page 277)
even of some magnificence would
never have excited the slightest
comment: Burckhardt describes as
a matter of course passing by the
caravan of a rich merchant from
Maskat in the midst of the desert—
“he had ten camels to carry his
women, his infant children, his serv-
ants, and his baggage.””™ Lehi
would have been such a one. But
for an elderly and aristocratic He-
brew to load himself, his wife, and
his children with tents, weapons,

LEHI IN THE DESERT

food, gear, and other supplies would
have been as unthinkable then as
now. “‘Without the camel,” writes
a modern authority, it would be
impossible for the nomads to carry
their tents and furniture over the
vast sandy spaces where asses can
pass only with difficulty and carry
only a very small load.”™ What
clinches the matter is the fact that
Lehi's party took grain with them,
“and all manner of seeds of every
kind.” (I Nephi 8:1.) The Arabs,

as we shall see below, do this when
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they migrate in earnest, carrying the
seed in big, black, one-hundred-and-
fifty-pound sacks, two to a camel.”
At the very least there has to be
enough grain either to make a
worth-while crop or to supply sub-
stantial food on the way—and who
could carry such a load on his back?
To pass through the heart of Arabia
on the best camel in the world re-
quires exquisite suffering and almost
superhuman endurance — no need
to make the thing ridiculous by
carrying a tent or a bushel of grain
on one’s back!

Raswan tells us that “camel
breeders do not fear the waterless
stretches of the desert as the sheep-
and goat-raising Arabs do, and
for that reason camel owners alone
remain independent and free."”” On
the other hand, they are often in
danger of starving, and when we
read that Lehi's people were con-
tinually in such danger and sup-
ported themselves by hunting alone,
so that a broken bow could mean
death by starvation, we may be sure
that they were camel-nomads with-
out flocks, as indeed their hasty
flight from Palestine requires;
among the listing of the stuff they
took with them, flocks are never
mentioned, as of course they would
be—an item of prime importance—
had they had such.

But neither are camels mentioned.
Why not? For the very reason that
they receive no notice in many an
Arabic poem which describes travel
in the desert, simply because they
are taken for granted. In the East
to journey in the wilderness means
to travel by camel, just as “to drive
from Heber to Salt Lake” means to
go in a car, though it could apply to
travel by zebra or tricycle. Had
Lehi's party gone afoot that would
indeed have been a nine-days’
wonder and something to mention
on every page—such a thing was
never seen nor heard of before nor
since. But where camel is the only
means of travel, it is as unnecessary
to mention camels in describing a
journey as it would be to specify
that one sailed the seas “in a ship.”
There is one episode, however, in
which camels play a definite role
in the Book of Mormon.

From the base camp in the valley
of Lemuel, Lehi’s sons made a flying
trip back to Jerusalem. It was the
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young men alone who made the trip,
which turned out, as they expected
(I Nephi 3:5), to be a dangerous
one. Now it is the established pro-
cedure among the Arabs for a few
young men in a tribe to seek gain
and glory by making quick raids
on neighboring or distant towns and
tribes. On such expeditions they
never take tents, for their transpor-
tation is limited, and speed is of the
essence.” Nephi wants us to know
that this journey to Jerusalem was
no such raid, for they were going
on legitimate business and took their
tents with them (Ibid., 3:9); they
went boldly and openly in to Laban
and stated their business. Only
when he treated them as robbers
were they forced to act as such,
slinking about like Bedouins outside
the gates and entering the city by
night. A typical Oriental episode of
the story is the wild pursuit out of

the city and into the desert (the |

Bedouins on their raids are ever-
lastingly pursuing or being pur-
sued ), where, Nephi reports (/bid.,
3:27), "the servants of Laban did

not overtake us.”

town on foot, but fleeing “into the
wilderness” is another matter; there
they would have been quickly run
down by mounted riders, unless
they first escaped notice, but Nephi
tells us that they hid only after they
had outrun their pursuers, who
failed not to find them but to over-
take them. The powerful and
affluent governor certainly had fleet
steeds that could run down a camel,
but in the sudden getaway of the
brethren there would be no time to
saddle them—an Arab poet, Imrul
Qais, speaks of a phenomenal horse
that “passed the night with saddle
and bridle on him . . . without being
sent to the stable.”’™ But Laban’s
horses could not have been such
super-beasts. As to the chance that
Lehi's people had horses, it is a re-
mote one, for the horse cannot carry
burdens in the desert, and even
horse-raising Arabs seldom ride
their animals on long journeys but
lead them from their camels. The
use of camels is implied at every
turn of the story of the mission to
Laban: the carrying of tents, the
trip down-country to bring back
“exceeding great property” to La-
ban's palace (hardly on their
backs!), the flight into open country
and the pursuit in the desert, the
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They might have |
fled a short distance through the |

long return trip. Just as the Saints
who had the means of avoiding it
never crossed the plains on foot, so
we would think Lehi's sons foolish
indeed if they did not avail them-
selves of the common means of
transportation that everyone was
using.

Not many years ago, Professor
Frankfort wrote of the south desert,
“The secret of moving through this
desolation has at all times been kept
by the Bedowin. . . . ™™ Intrepid
explorers of our own day have dis-
covered the secret, however, and

from them we learn that Lehi knew
it, too. Like a brilliant flash of il-
lumination comes the statement that
Lehi by divine instruction “led us
in the more fertile parts of the
wilderness.” (Ibid., 16:16.) Wool-
ley and Lawrence describe such
“more fertile parts’” as “‘stretching
over the flat floor of the plain in
long lines like hedges. . .. "' They
are, of course, the depressions of
dried-up watercourses:™" they fur-
nish, according to Bertram Thomas,
“the arteries of life in the steppe,

(Continued on following page)
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the path of Bedowin movement, the
habitat of animals by reason of the
vegetation — scant though it is —
which flourishes in their beds
alone. . . . "™ In Arabia it is this
practice of following “the more
fertile parts of the wilderness™ that
allows both men and animals to
survive, and Cheesman designates
as ‘touring’’ the practice of moving
from place to place as areas of
fertility shift with the seasons.™

LEHI'S ALTAR

IRST of all, after pitching his tent

for his first important camp, Lehi
“built an altar of stones, and made
an offering unto the Lord, and gave
thanks to the Lord. . .. " (I Nephi
2:7.) It was for all the world as if he
had been reading Robertson-Smith:
“The ordinary mark of a Semitic
sanctuary (i.e. Hebrew as well as
Arabic) is the sacrificial pillar,
cairn, or rude altar . . . upon which
sacrifices are presented to the god
[Book of Mormon: “to the God of
Israel” Ibid., 5:9]. . . In Arabia
we find no proper altar but in its
place a rude pillar or heap of stones
beside which the victim is slain.”™™
It was at this same “altar of stones”
that Lehi with his family offered a
sacrifice in gratitude for the safe re-
turn of his sons from their danger-
ous expedition to Jerusalem. This
is what the Arabs call dhabiyeh-I-
kasb, a sacrifice to celebrate the suc-
cessful return of warriors, hunters,
and raiders to the camp. “This sac-
rifice,” writes Jaussen, at the return
of an expedition is always in honor
of an ancestor,””” and Nephi twice
mentions Israel in his brief ac-
count: immediately after the rite,
Lehi fell to examining the “spoils.”
(Ibid., 5:10.)

To this day the Bedouin “lives
under the constant impression of a
higher force that surrounds
him. . ., " and it is for this reason
and not to appease any savage gods,
that he makes sacrifice on every

| important occasion.” When Ras-

wan reports, A baby camel was
brought up to Misha'il's tent as a
sacrificial offering in honor of the
safe return of Fuaz,”"™ we cannot
help thinking of some such scene
before the tent of Lehi on the safe
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return of his sons. Nilus, in the
oldest known account of life among
the Arabs of the Tih, says, “they
sacrifice on altars of crude stones
piled together.”"™ That Lehi's was
such an altar would follow not only
from the ancient law demanding
uncut stones, but also from the Book
of Mormon expression ‘an altar of
stones,” rather than “a stone altar.”
Such little heaps of stones are still
to be seen surviving from all ages
throughout the south desert.

HE Arab as a forager is everlast-
ingly prowling, scouting, track-

ing, and spying; in fact, some believe
that the root meaning of the names
Arab and Hebrew is a combination
of sounds meaning ‘‘to lie in am-
bush.” “Every Bedawi is a sports-
man both from taste and necessity,”
writes one observer, who explains
how in large families some of the
young men are detailed to spend all
their time hunting.”™ Nephi and
his brethren took over the business
of full-time hunters, and here again
we suspect something of the desert
tradition in the family, for Nephi
had brought a fine steel bow from
home with him. Though we shall
deal with steel below, in discussing
the sword of Laban, it should be
noted here that a steel bow was no
more a solid piece of steel than the
Canaanites” “‘chariots of iron”
(Josh. 17:16-18: Jud. 1:19, 4:3)
were solid metal, or than various
implements mentioned in the Old
Testament, as being “of iron”, e.g.
carpenter’'s tools, pens, threshing
instruments, were iron and only
iron. It was in all probability a
steel-ribbed bow, since it broke at
about the same time that the
wooden bows “lost their springs.”
All bows in Palestine were compos-
ite, that is, of more than one piece,
and a steel-backed bow would be
called a steel bow, just as an iron-

trimmed chariot was called “a
chariot of iron.”
Hunting in the mountains of

Arabia to this day is carried out
on foot and without hawks or
dogs;™ in classical time the hunter
in this area was equipped with a
bow and sling—exactly like
Nephi.” Nephi's discovery that the
best hunting was only at “the top of
the mountain” (I Nephi 16:30)
agrees with later experience, for
the orxy is “a shy animal that

(Continued on following page)
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travels far and fast over steppe and
desert in search of food but retires
ever to the almost inaccessible sand-
mountains for safety. . .. ™™ In
western Arabia the mountains are
not sand but rock, and Burckhardt
reports that “in these mountains be-
tween Medina and the sea, all the
way northward, mountain goats are
met, and the leopards are not un-
common.’ "™ Julius Euting has left us
vivid descriptions of the danger,
excitement, and exhaustion that go
with the hunting of the big game
that abounds in these mountains,
which are very steep and rugged.™

Things locked black when Nephi
broke his fine steel bow, for the
wooden bows of his brothers had
“lost their springs” (note the use
of the Semitic distributive, (Ibid.,
16:21,)™ and though skilled in the
art of hunting, they knew little
encugh about bow-making, which
indeed is a skill reserved to special-~
ists even among primitives. It was
out of the question to make a com-
posite bow and was something of
a revolution when Nephi “did make
out of wood a bow,” (Ibid., 16:23),
for the hunter, the most conserva-
tive of men, would never dream of
changing from a composite to a
simple bow. Though it sounds
simple enough, it was almost as
great a feat for Nephi to make a
bow as it was for him to build a
ship. It is interesting that accord-
ing to the ancient Arab writers the
only bow-wood obtainable in all
Arabia is nab’ wood, to be found
“amid the inaccessible and over-~
hanging crags” of Mount Jasum
and Mount Azd, which are situated
in the very region where, if we fol-
low the Book of Mormon, this crisis
is supposed to have occurred.”™ How
many factors must be correctly
placed and correlated in the ap-
parently simple story of Nephi's
broken bow! There must be a high
mountain near the Red Sea at a
considerable journey down the
coast; there must be game on the
mountain but only on the peaks;
there must be nothing else to eat in
the area, hunting being the only
economy; hunting must be with the
bow and sling (I Nephi 16:23);
and here, if only here in all Arabia,
there must be bow-wood growing.
What are the chances of reproduc-
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ing such a situation by mere guess-
work?

Regarding the seed and the grain
which Lehi carried, while “ordinary
travellers scarcely ever carry grain
for food” in the desert,”™ it was not
meant for food, and Lehi was not
an ordinary traveler but a man in
search of a promised land. It is
common for migrating Bedouins to
carry grain with them in the thought
—_sometimes very vague indeed—
that possibly if the year is a good
one, they might find a chance to sow
a hasty crop. In Sinai “the
Bedouin yearly sow the beds of the
wadies, but they do this with little
hope of reaping a harvest more
than once in every three or four
years.”™ In traveling, “the wheat
is put in the black homemade goat’s
hair sacks, farde(t). ... The farde,
the Heb. saq (Gen. 42:25) holds
about 150 to 180 pounds of wheat.
Two are put on a camel.”™ Thus
we see that the custom of carrying
grain into the desert still survives,
and that from a time far earlier than
Lehi's.

(To be continued)
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ONFERENCES of this Restored
Church have been convened in
many localities, but always with

an outpouring of the promised Spir-
it.

Although the term has been used
loosely, especially in the beginning,
conferences have been held in every
month except February, March, and
July. They have been held in Jan-
uary 1831," April 1832, May 1834,
June 1830, August 1835, September
1830, October 1831, November
1837, and December 1847.

The first three conferences of the
Church were held at Fayette, Sen-
eca County, New York, the birth-
place of the Church. There is a

| slight controversy on whether the

first was held on June 1, or June 9,
1830, but there is no doubt about
the spiritual feast that the attenders
obtained. Also, concerning the sec-
ond conference of the Church, there
is conflicting evidence in the source
material as to whether it was held
on the first of September, 1830, or
on the twenty-sixth.* Prior to this
conference the Prophet had received
the revelation now recorded as sec-
tion twenty-eight of the Doctrine
and Covenants, concerning Hiram
Page, who, with the aid of a certain
stone, had professed to be receiving
revelations concerning the upbuild-
ing of Zion. The year 1831 opened
with a future looking bright for the
infant Church, as a conference of
the Church was held at Fayette on
January 2. Here the revelation
known as Section thirty-eight, stat-
ing, among other things, that dili-
gent service is required of every
member of the Church, was re-
ceived.

The following conference was in
the Saints’ city of Kirtland, Ohio,
and the date was June 3, 1831. On
October 11, 1831, a conference was

1Some of these months have had many con-
ferences in them; some only one. Here we listed
the first conference of that month only.
2See B. H. Roberts’ explanation in the
Zﬁmu]rrll(o-mary History of the Church, volume 1, pp.
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Part V

CoNTACTS IN THE DESERT

HE Book of Mormon makes no

mention of Lehi's people meeting

any other party in their eight
years of wandering. Casual meet-
ings with stray families of Bedouins
then as now would merit no special
attention, but how were they able to
avoid any important contacts for
eight years and some twenty-five
hundred miles of wandering? One
illuminating “aside” by Nephi ex-
plains the whole situation: It was
only after reaching the seashore that
they were able to make fires without
danger, “for the Lord had not
hitherto suffered that we should
make much fire, as we journeyed in
the wilderness; for he said: I will
make thy food become sweet, that
ye cook it not; and I will also be
your light in the wilderness. . . .”
(I Ne. 17:12f). That tells all. "I
well remember,” writes Bertram
Thomas, “taking part in a discus-
sion upon the unhealthfulness of
campfires by night; we discontinued
them forthwith in spite of the bitter
cold.”™ Major Cheesman’s guide
would not even let him light a tiny
lamp in order to jot down his star
readings, and they never dared
build a fire on the open plain where
it “would attract the attention of
a prowling raiding party over long
distances and invite a night
attack.”™ Once in a while in a
favorable sheltered depression “we
dared to build a fire that could not
be seen from a high spot,” writes
Raswan.”™ That is, fires are not
absolutely out of the question, but
rare and risky— 'not much fire" is
Lehi's rule. Things are hardly
better by day. Palgrave tells how
his party were forced, “lest the
smoke of our fire should give notice
to some distant rover, to content
ourselves with dry dates,” instead
of cooked food.™ So again another
of those strange-sounding passages
from the Book of Mormon rings the
bell.

As for the matter of cooked food,
“Throughout the desert,” writes
Burckhardt, “when a sheep or goat
is killed, the persons present often
eat the liver and kidney raw, adding
to it a little salt. Some Arabs of
Yemen are said to eat raw not only
those parts, but likewise whole
slices of flesh; thus resembling the
382

kl

By Lhgh Wibloy, Oh D

—— IN THE DESERT—

Abyssinians and the Druses of
Lebanon, who frequently indulge in
raw meat, the latter to my own cer-
tain knowledge.”™ Nilus, writing
fourteen centuries earlier, tells how
the Bedouin of the Tih live on the
flesh of wild beasts, failing which
“they slaughter a camel, one of their
beasts of burden, and nourish them-
selves like animals from the raw
meat,”’ or scorch the flesh quickly
in a small fire to soften it sufficiently
not to have to gnaw it like dogs.”™
Only too well does this state of
things match the grim economy of
Lehi: “they did suffer much for
want of food,” (I Nephi 16:19, “. ..
we did live upon raw meat in the
wilderness.” (Ibid. 17:2.)

All this bears out the conviction,
supported both by modern experi-
ence and the evidence of archaeol-
ogy, that Lehi was moving through
a dangerous world. In ancient times
Jewish merchants traveling through

other . . . to surprise the enemy by
a sudden attack, and to plunder a
camp, are the chief objects of both
parties.”™ “Raiding to them is the
spice of life . . . might is right, and
man ever walks in fear for his life
and possessions.”™ Lehi could ill
afford to get embroiled in perennial
desert feuds, and the only way of
avoiding them is to observe a rule
which Thomas lays down for all
travelers in the desert, even today:
“an approaching party may be
friend, but is always assumed to be
foe.”™ In the words of the ancient
Zuhair, “He who travels should con-
sider his friend to be his enemy.”"
St. Nilus describes Bedouins on the
move in the fifth century as pos-
sessed by the same jittery nervous-
ness and unbearable tension that
makes the accounts of Cheesman,
Philby, Thomas, Palgrave, and oth-
ers_ such exciting reading.” A state
of almost hysterical apprehension,

ARaBIC inscriptions from Lebi’s time show that “in

the peninsula . . . there was constant unrest . . .

then as in modern times.

the desert fell so often into the
hands of Bedouin raiders that by the
beginning of the Christian era their
word for “captor’’ normally meant
simply “Arab”'!" Arabic inscriptions
from Lehi's time show that “in the
peninsula . . . there was constant un-
rest . ..” then as in modern times.™
Ordinary times in the desert are bad
times when, in the words of one of
the oldest Arab poets, "'the honored
man did not dare stay in the open
country, and flight did not save the
coward. . .."™ Desert life has ever
been the same: A lonely life it is,”
writes Philby, . a life of con-
stant fear . .. hunger is the rule of
the desert. . . . Hunger, danger,
loneliness — Lehi's people knew
them all. What was the danger?
“The Arab tribes are in a state of
almost perpetual war against each

»

these people have learned, is a basic
condition of survival in the desert."
“A bedawy never tells his name, nor
his tribe, nor his business, nor the
whereabouts of his people, even if
he is in a friendly district. They
are and must be very cautious . . .
a word out of season may bring
death and destruction.””* When the
Beni Hilal migrate, it is “under the
darkness of the night, under the
obscuring veil of the rain,” by-pass-
ing settled places in darkness and in
silence. Nothing can better de-
scribe the state of mind that goes
with this way of life than the Book
of Mormon expression “‘a lonesome
and a solemn people.” Doughty said
he had never met a “merry”’ man
among the Arabs—and there is no
humor in the Book of Mormon. This
mood is not accidental; the Hebrew
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This modern-day scene of a caravan
being made ready shows some of the
cautious apprehension and careful prep-
aration against trouble which is upper-
most in the minds of desert travelers.

gets it from his desert ancestors.
Why not the Lamanite?”

Lehi's party, like the Beni Hilal,
were trespassers wherever they
walked. Every inch of the desert
is claimed by some tribe or other
that will demand the life of a tres-
passer.”” “Marked boundaries do
not exist, and it is natural that ques-
tions of ownership should be settled
by fighting, which becomes an an-
nual affair, while looting of camels
grows into a habit.”™ After a raid
a whole tribe will go into hiding, to
avoid reprisals,” and Philby sums
up the crazy economy in the simple
formula, “you chase me, and I chase
you.”*™ Extreme caution and strict
avoidance are therefore the first rule
for travel in the desert. “In most
cases,” says Jennings-Bramley,
“Arabs do not think it prudent to
allow the raiders near enough to de-
cide whether they are friendly or
not,”” and he describes a typical
meeting in the desert: “both we and

MAY 1950
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they were doing our best not to be
seen.”™ Of course this sort of thing
leads to comic situations, ignoble
panic, and ridiculous anti-climaxes,
but in a game of life and death one
simply can't take chances, and Lehi
was playing for the highest stakes.
The picture of a wandering band
sticking glumly to themselves for
years on end, impossible as it seems
to us, is a normal thing in the desert,
where the touchy, dangerous, un-
social Bedouin takes his stand as the
most ‘difficult,” challenging, and
fascinating creature on earth.””

But how do the members of such
closed corporations hit it off among
themselves? It is the domestic
history that presents the really dif-
ficult problem. To handle it con-
vincingly would tax the knowledge
of the best psychologist, and woe to
him if he does not know the peculiar
ways of the eastern desert, which
surprise and trap the unwary west-
erner at every turn!

FamiLy LIFE

HE ancient Hebrew family was a

peculiar organization, self-suf-
ficient and impatient of any author-
ity beyond its own; “these are ob-
viously the very conditions,” writes
Nowack, ‘“which we can still ob-
serve today among the Beduin.”™”
Thus, whether we turn to Hebrew
or Arabic sources for our informa-
tion, the Book of Mormon must con-
form. Lehi feels no pangs of con-
science at deserting Jerusalem, and
when his sons think of home, it is
specifically the land of their in-
heritance, their own family estate,
for which they yearn, and not even
Nephi feels any loyalty to “the Jews
at Jerusalem,” split up as they were
into squabbling interest-groups. In-
deed, Nephi speaks of his book as
“an account . . . of my proceedings,
and my reign and ministry,” as if
the wandering family recognized no
government but that of its own
head—which is strictly according to
the rules.”” While Lehi lived, he
was the sheikh, of course, and the
relationship between him and his
family as described by Nephi is ac-
curate in the smallest detail. With
the usual deft sureness and un-
troubled simplicity, the book shows
Lehi leading—not ruling—his peo-
ple by his persuasive eloquence
and his spiritual ascendency alone,
while his reluctant sons follow along
behaving exactly like Philby's
Arabs—"an undercurrent of tension
in our ranks all day . .."; the leader
must make every effort to “appease
their evil, envious souls . . ., and
like Burton's: “we left Suwaykah,
all of us in the crossest of hu-
mors. . . . So ‘out of temper’ were my
companions, that at sunset, of the
whole party, Omar Effendi was the
only one who would eat supper. The
rest sat upon the ground, pouting
and grumbling. . . . Such a game at
naughty children, I have seldom
seen played even by Oriental
e dht

The character and behavior of
Laman and Lemuel conform to the
normal pattern. How true to the
Bedouin way are their long bitter
brooding and dangerous outbreaks!
How perfectly in keeping with the
Arabs of Doughty, Burton, Pal-
grave, and the rest are their sudden
and complete changes of heart when
their father has lectured them, fiery
anger yielding for the moment to a

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
great impulse to humility and an

overwhelming repentance, only to
be followed by renewed resentments
and more unhappy wrangling! They
cannot keep their discontent to
themselves: “the fact that all that
happens in an encampment is
known, that all may be said to be
related to each other, renders in-
trigue almost impossible.”* “We
were all one family and friendly
eves, ™ says Doughty, but then de-
scribes another side to the picture
“Arab children are ruled by en-
treaties. . . . I have known an ill-
natured child lay a stick to the back
of his good cherishing mother, and
the Arabs say, ‘many is the ill-
natured lad among us that, and he
be strong enough, will beat his own
father!” " The fact that Laman
and Lemuel were grown-up chil-
dren did not help things. “The daily
quarrels between parents and chil-
dren in the desert constitute the
worst feature of the Bedouin char-
acter,” says Burckhardt, and de-
scribes the usual source of the
trouble: “the son . . . arrived at
manhood is too proud to ask his
father for any cattle . . . the father
is hurt at finding that his son be-
haves with haughtiness towards
him, and thus a breach is often
made."”  The son, usually the
eldest one, does not feel that he is
getting what is coming to him and
behaves like the spoiled child he is;
Doughty has described the attitude
of a great Bedouin sheikh to his
son: ‘‘the boy, oftentimes disobe-
dient, he upbraided, calling him his
life’s torment, Sheytan, only never
menacing him, for that were far
from a Beduin father’s mind.”** In
these altercations, the usual thing is
for the mother to take the part of
the son, just as Sariah joins with
her sons in chiding her own hus-
band, and rates him roundly when
she thinks he has been the cause of
their undoing.™

Is it any wonder that Laman and
Lemuel worked off their pent-up
frustration by beating up their
younger brotner with a stick when
they were once hiding with him in a
cave? Every free man in the East
carries a stick, the immemorial
badge of independence and of au-
thority; and every man asserts his
authority over his inferiors by his
stick;™ “a blow for a slave,” is the
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maxim of Ahikar, and the proper
designation of an underling is ‘abida
'I-asa, "'stick-servant.” This is ex-
actly the sense in which Laman and
Lemuel intended their little lesson to
Nephi, for when the angel turned
the tables he said to them, “Why do
ye smite your younger brother with
a rod? Know ye not that the Lord
hath chosen him to be a ruler over
you. ...?" (I Nephi 3:29.) But age
and dignity count for everything in
the East—witness the importance of
the beard — and Nephi's two
brothers were never reconciled “that
our younger brother should rule
over us.” (I Nephi 18:10, Ibid. 16:
37.) All that saved Nephi's life on
one occasion was the pleading of a
daughter of Ishmael and her mother
—another authentic touch, since the
proud Semite may yield to the en-
treaties of a woman without losing
face.” Through it all, Laman, as
the eldest son, is the nastiest actor:
“when only one boy is in the family,
he is the tyrant, and his will domi-
nates over all.”” So we see Laman
still thinking to dominate over all
and driven mad that a younger
brother should show superior
talents. The rivalry between the
sons of a sheikh “often leads to
bloody tragedies in the sheikh's
household,”™™ and Nephi had some
narrow escapes.

The nature of Lehi's authority is
made clear in the Book of Mormon.
Of the Arab sheikh we have noted
Burckhardt's remark: “His com-
mands would be treated with con-
tempt; but deference is paid to his
advice . . . the real government of
the Bedouins may be said to con-
sist in the separate strength of their
different families . . . the Arab can
only be persuaded by his own rela

PLANTING IN RAIN-FALL
WEATHER

By Anobel Armour

Hls father had to spade the monstrous

hole

Wider than wide to cover all the roots

Because the boy just reached the tree's top
bole

Although he stretched from cowlick to
brown boots;

And yet he didn't really mind at all,

Not being big enough to dig, that is,

Because his father was so strong and tall

And being here with him made all earth
his,

Here, where they stood in early rain-fall
weather

Planting a tree for growing tall together!

sheikh."™

tions.” The sheikh’s “orders are
never obeyed, but his example is
generally followed.”** Especially on
the march it behooves all to follow
that example; while the tribe is in
motion the sheikh “assumes all re-
sponsibility and the whole power
of government.”™ Yet in leading
the march he gives no orders: when
his tent is struck “it is the rahlah,”
and all the others without a word
strike theirs; and “when the place of
encampment is reached the sheikh
puts his spear in the ground, and at
once the tents are pitched.”™ The
sheikh’s tent is always the center of
everything; "a white flag is some-
times hoisted above his tent to guide
strangers and visitors. All visitors
are led directly to the tent of the
When Nephi urged the
frightened Zoram to join the party
in the desert, he said: “If thou wilt
go down into the wilderness to my
father thou shalt have place with
us.” The correctness of the proposal
is attested not only by the proper
role of Lehi in receiving members
into the tribe but also in the highly
characteristic expression, ‘thou
shalt have place with us,” for the
proper word of welcome to a
stranger in a tent is ahlan wa sahlan
wa marhaban, literally, “a family, a
smooth place, and a wide place!”*"
In the sheikh'’s tent the councils of
the tribe are held (I Nephi 9:1-2)
and all decisions for the journey are
made, but “no sheikh or council of
Arabs can condemn a man to
death, or even inflict a punishment
. it can only, when appealed to,
impose a fine; it cannot even en-
force the payment of this fine.”*”
Why, then, if there was no power
to compel them, did not Laman and
Lemuel simply desert the party and
go off on their own, as discontented
Arabs sometimes do?® As a matter
of fact, they tried to do just that
(I Nephi 7:7), and in the end were
prevented by the very considera-
tions that keep any wandering
Bedouin party together, according
to Philby: greed and fear. They
hoped for a promised land and were
bitterly disappointed when they
reached the sea without finding it:
“Behold, these many years we have
suffered in the wilderness, which
time we might have enjoyed our
possessions. . . . " (Ibid. 17:21.) It
was by convincing them of the great
(Continued on page 448)
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LAMANITES ATTEMPT T0 PRESERVE INDEPENDENCE

(Concluded from page 376)

liberties. The Indian who is not of the
conservative group, it is held,

can no longer take part in the ceremonies
carried on by the “pure” members of the
tribe. He must leave the religion entirely.
Thus, those members of the Moenkopi
Village who accepted allotments of fertile
land offered them by the government many
years ago, were immediately considered to
be excommunicated, and they themselves
accepted this belief.

Later, being a sizable body, they took
up the practice of their religion again,
but in the eyes of the conservatives they
are still excommunicated. Their practice
of ceremonies is considered blasphemous,
and they remain cut off from participation
in the common efforts of the communities
nearest to them.

And I quote a little further:

Indians holding this belief may trade
with the white man, may work for him
and earn money, (but not for the gov-
ernment), may use the white man's material
and goods, but they may not take relief or
other governmental handouts. They are con-
sistent in this. The Hotevilla conservatives
and others of their belief have not ac-
cepted relief, have always insisted on
paying for clothing issued to schoolchil-
dren, and so forth. Normal trade is one

thing; any action indicating acceptance
of the government'’s, to them, blasphemous
and irreligious plans for Indians, is en-
tirely different.

This whole concept seems ridiculous to
us, but it is vital to them. It should be
emphasized that it is not a self-serving
concept. On the contrary, it is a belief
which has caused them to endure many
hardships and for which they are prepared
to endure many more. Be it noted that
under this belief the extreme conservatives
have remained the most self-respecting, in-
dustrious Indians on the reservation, deny-
ing themselves many assistances offered
by the government, determined to get by
solely on their own efforts. They are
orderly, notably industrious, even in that
industrious tribe, and self-supporting.

The Lord bless the Indians. And,
brothers and sisters, may God bless
you and me that we may go back to
our stakes and our missions with the
determination to pray for the red man
and then to do something about it to
see that he is trained in the ways of
God; that he is educated, that he is
given the opportunities he so richly
deserves after this long period of
suffering.

This I pray in the name of Jesus
Christ.  Amen.

LEHL IN THE DESERT

(Continued from page 384)

danger of returning to Jerusalem
(e.g. 7:15) that Nephi persuaded
his brethren to stick it out. And
indeed, where would they go if they
deserted their father? As we have
seen, with these people family was
everything, the Arab or the Jew will
stick to "his own people” because
they are all he has in the world.™
The family is a religious society
with the father as its head.® To
be without tribe or family is to for-
feit one's identity in the earth;
nothing is more terrible to these
people than to be “cut off,” and that
is exactly the fate that is promised
Laman and Lemuel if they rebel.
(I Nephi 2:21.)*

Authorities on the East have
often observed that the Arab, and
only to a lesser extent the Jewish,
character is remarkable for its two
faces: on the one side the Semite is
thoroughly proud and noble, the
soul of honor, the impeccable family
man, the true friend, and on the
other, the low and cunning tramp,
the sly assassin, dangerous compan-
ion, and unpredictable rogue. Every
page of Doughty reflects this

strange paradox of the desert char-
acter, which has received its classic
treatment in the third chapter of
Lawrence's Seven Pillars of Wis-
dom: pure gold mixed with basest
dross within a single family. That
also is the story of the Book of
Mormon.*
(To be continued)
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not be the whole story of the dark skin of the

Lamanites, but it is an important part of that story
and is given great emphasis by the Book of Mormon
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countenance is to be cursed; there are parallel ex-
pressions in Egyptian and Hebrew. The whole

problem still awaits investigation.

THE FINEST FENCE

By Alfred 1. Tooke

WENT over to see what my neighbor

across the road was doing.

“I'm fencing in a patch for an extra
garden,” he said, “and you're just in
time to help string the wire. You know,
fences are fine things to build—that is,
if they are well built and you use good
material. They do two things: They
keep out the things you don't want,
and they keep in the things you do
want. This fence we are going to build
will be a good fence. I'm using red-
wood posts and first-grade wire."”

He pulled the post-hole digger out,
and when he looked up, there was a
twinkle in his eye. “There’s only one
better material for fence building that
I know of,” he said. “Nothing like it in
the world for keeping out what you
don't want, and keeping in what you
do want. What's more, it's free for
anyone who wants it, any time, and
anywhere.” He eyed me as though ex-
pecting me to say something.

“If I'm supposed to guess what it is,
I give up,” I said. “What is it?"”

“Good habits!"” he replied.
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Place Names in the Desert

first camp Lehi named after his
eldest son; the valley, after his
second son (I Nephi 2:8.) The
oasis at which his party made their
next important camp “‘we did call
. . . Shazer.” (Ibid., 16:13.) The
fruitful land by the sea “we called
Bountiful,” while the sea itself "we
called Irreantum.” (Ibid., 17:5.)
By what right do these people re-
name streams and valleys to suit
themselves? No westerner would
tolerate such arrogance. But Lehi
is not interested in western taste;
he is following a good old Oriental
custom. Among the laws “which
no Bedouin would dream of trans-
gressing,” the first, according to
Jennings-Bramley, is that “any
water you may discover, either in
your own territory or in the terri-
tory of another tribe, is named after
you.””™ So it happens that in Arabia
a great wady (valley) will have
different names at different points
along its course, a respectable num-
ber of names being “all used for
one and the same valley. One and
the same place may have several
names, and the wadi running close
to the same, or the mountain con-
nected with it, will naturally be
called differently by members of
different clans,” according to
Canaan,™ who tells how the Arabs
“often coin a new name for a lo-
cality for which they have never
used a proper name, or whose name
they do not know,” the name given
being usually that of some person.”
Names thus bestowed by wandering
Bedouins ‘“are neither generally
known nor commonly used,” so we
could of course not expect any of
Lehi's place names to survive.™
Speaking of the desert “below the
Negeb proper,” ie., the general
area of Lehi's first camp, Woolley
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THE stream at which he made his

and Lawrence report, peaks and
ridges have different names among
the different Arab tribes, and from
different sides, ™ and of the nearby
Tih, Palmer says, "In every locality,
each individual object, whether
rock, mountain, ravine, or valley,
has its appropriate name,™ while
Raswan recalls how “‘miraculously
each hill and dale bore a name.”™"
But how reliable are such names?
Philby recounts a typical case:
“Zeyd and ‘Ali seemed a little vague
about the nomenclature of these
parts, and it was only by the irritat-
ing process of continual questioning
and sifting their often inconsistent
and contradictory answers that I
was able in the end to piece together
the topography of the region.™
Farther east Cheesman ran into the
same difficulty: "I pointed out that
this was the third different hill to
which he had given the same name.
He knew that, was the reply, but
that was the way they named
them.'"™ The irresponsible custom of
renaming everything on the spot
seems to go back to the earliest
times, and ‘‘probably, as often as
not, the Israelites named for them-
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in these mountains, the water bears
a different name from the wadi.”™
Likewise we might suppose that, the
river having been named after his
first-born, the location of the camp
would be given, as any westeiner
would give it, with reference to
the river. Instead, the Book of
Mormon follows the correct Arabic
system of designating the camp not
by the name of the river (which
might dry up sometime ), but by the
name of the valley. (I Nephi 10:16,
16:6.)

Another surprise: Nephi more
than once refers to the river of
Laman as “flowing into the fountain
of the Red Sea.” Since when is
the Red Sea a fountain, forsooth?
Answer: ever since it was called a
yam. "'In Hebrew,” writes Albright,
“the word yam means °(large)
river’ and ‘fresh water lake’ as well
as ‘sea’ in the English sense. In our
case we cannot, however, be. sure
whether the designation yam came
originally from inland, referring to
pure fresh water as the source of
life, or . . . it referred to the Medi-
terranean as the main source of
Canaanite livelihood.”™ In the

[ the spring of the year it is by no means unusual to
find rivers in the regions through which Lebi

traveled.

selves their own camps, or uncon-
sciously confounded a native name
in their carelessness.”* Yet, in spite
of its undoubted antiquity, only the
most recent explorers have com-
mented on this strange practice,
which seems to have escaped the
notice of travelers until our own
times.

Even more whimsical and sense-
less to a westerner must appear the
behavior of Lehi in naming a river
after one son and its valley after
another. But the Arabs don't think
that way: In the Mahra country, for
example, “‘as is commonly the case

former case fountain is the best
translation of the word, and it is
certainly in this “inland" sense that
Nephi uses it, for he uses a totally
different expression (as we shall
see) when speaking of the ocean.
The Nile and the Euphrates were
anciently called yams, and this has
been explained as “‘probably a kind
of poetic hyperbole, founded upon
the fact that they annually over-
flow their banks."* Now the aver-
age width of the Gulf of ‘Aqgaba is
only about twelve miles, and Musil
reports that one can look right
across it and “see on the Sinai
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A great desert poet, Abu Sakhr, wrote that nothing on earth brings verses as readily to mind as
running water and wild places.

peninsula not only the mountains of
the south part of the peninsula, but
also the plain extending north. . . .
To the South we had a view of the
greater part of the at-Tihama
shore.”™ From the Arabian side,
then, the northeastern arm of the
Red Sea for over a hundred miles
(i.e., in the sector where Lehi's
party first came upon the sea, (I
Nephi 2:5) is not an open sea at
all, and is not the Red Sea: it is a
broad and elongated sheet of water
like the Nile and Euphrates at flood,
and like them it is not closed water
—mnot a great lake—but opens out
to the sea, flowing out through two
channels, each but five miles wide.
The corresponding western arm of
the Red Sea anciently had the
mysterious and much-discussed
name of Yam Suph, “sea (or foun-
tain) of weeds (or rushes).” If it
was called a yam, what is more
natural than that its twin gulf to
the east should bear the same desig-
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nation? The latter certainly was
what the ancients called a yam,
that word having, whether applied
to salt water or fresh, the basic
meaning of source or fountain.
Please note that Nephi does not call
the Red Sea a fountain, but rather
refers to this gulf as a fountain of
the Red Sea—a feeder, as it were,
with spring torrents flowing into it
(Ibid., 2:9), a yam in the very
sense that the Nile and Euphrates
at flood were yams.

When the party reached the
ocean, ‘we beheld the sea, which
we called Irreantum, which, being
interpreted, is many waters.” (Ibid.,
17:5.) But why did they not simply
call it the sea and be done? Be-
cause there was no name in their
language to designate this particu-
lar sea; so they simply gave it a
name of their own. The ancients
regularly resort to epithets when
speaking of the great outer seas, as
the “Great Green” of the Egyp-

tians and the “Great Deep” of the
Hebrews. In Coptic, the latest form
of Egyptian, the Red Sea proper
was called fayum nehah, literally
“many waters.”* If one wanted to
speculate, it would be easy to trace
Irreantum back to some derivation
containing Eg. wr (great) and nt
(Copt. nout “standing water’' ), or
to identify the final -um with the
common (Eg., Copt., Heb.) yem,
yam, yum, "'sea’’ and the rest of the
word with Copt. irnahte “great or
many.” But we need not go so far:
It is enough to know that in Lehi’s
day the ocean was designated by
epithets, and that the sea to the
east was called “many waters” by
the latest Egyptians.

The first important stop after
Lehi’s party had left their base camp
was at a place which they called
Shazer. The name is intriguing.
The element shajer is quite common
in Palestine place names; it is a
collective meaning “‘trees,” and
many Arabs (especially in Egypt)
pronounce it shazher. It appears
in Thoghret as~Sajur (the Pass of
Trees), the ancient Shaghur, writ-
ten Segor in the sixth century.” It
may be confused with Shaghur
“seepage,” which is held to be
identical with Shihor, the “black
water’’ of Joshua 19:36.** This last
takes in western Palestine the form
Sozura,” suggesting the name of a
famous water hole in south Arabia,
called Shisur by Thomas and Shisar
by Philby.* It is a “tiny copse”
(Thomas) and one of the loneliest
spots in all the world. So we have
Shihor, Shaghur, Sajur, Saghir,
Segor (even Zoar), Shajar, Sozura,
Shisur, and Shisar, all connected
somehow or other and denoting
either seepage—a weak but reliable
water supply—or a clump of trees.
Whichever one prefers, Lehi's peo-
ple could hardly have picked a bet-
ter name for their first suitable stop-
ping place than Shazer.

Before leaving the subject of
waters, it would be well to note
that Nephi's mention of a river in
a most desolate part of Arabia has
caused a good deal of quite unneces-
sary eyebrow-raising. Though Ho-
garth says that Arabia “probably
never had a true river in all its im-
mense area, - later authorities, in-
cluding Philby, are convinced that
the peninsula has supported some
quite respectable rivers even in his-

(Continued on page 516)
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USING EXAMPLES

(Concluded from page 514)

words the more vivid will be the
picture. Instead of talking about
children, talk about John and Mary
and Jim. Use “‘nouns that bleed”
and “verbs that sting and rattle.””
If you can choose between two
words, choose the one that is
simpler but conveys the more clear-
cut image. Compare, for instance,
the mental pictures the following
sentences create:

ot et et et

3/bid., p. 88.

If a man can excel other men, the world
will find and honor him.

If a man can write a better book, preach
a better sermon, or make a better mouse-
trap than his neighbor, though he builds
his house in the woods, the world will
make a beaten path to his door.

Emerson, Lecture in 1871

Facts, figures, stories, compari-~
son, pictures, and colorful words
are tools of a successful speaker.
Learn to use them effectively.
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Lehi in the Desert

(Continued from page 487)
toric times. The point to notice,

however, is that Lehi made his dis-
covery in the spring of the year,™
when that part of the world is full
of rushing torrents, Moreover, the
very fact that Nephi uses the term
““a river of water,” to say nothing of
Lehi’s ecstasies at the sight of it,
shows that they are used to thinking
in terms of dry rivers—the “rivers
of sand” of the East* One only
speaks of “rivers of water” in a
country where rivers do not run all
the time. But in the spring it is
by no means unusual to find rivers
in the regions through which Lehi
was moving, as a few examples will
show.

“We . . . descended . . . into
Wady Waleh. Here was a beauti-
ful seil, quite a little river, dashing
over the rocky bed and filled with
fish. ... The stream is a very pretty
one . . . bordered by thickets of
flowering oleanders. Here and there
it narrows into a deep rushing tor-
rent. . . . ™ Describing the great
wall that runs, like our Hurricane
fault in Utah, all along the Dead
Sea, the Arabah, and the Red Sea,
an earlier traveler says: ‘‘Farther
south the country is absolutely im-
passable, as huge gorges one thou-
sand to fifteen hundred feet deep
(compare Lehi's “awful chasm”)
and nearly a mile wide in some
places, are broken by the great tor-
rents flowing in winter over perpen-
dicular precipices into the sea.”™
The sea is the Dead Sea, but the
same conditions continue all down
the great wall to “'the borders which
are near the Red Sea.” One
is reminded of how impressed
Lehi was when he saw the river
of Laman “flowing into the foun-
tain of the Red Sea.” On the
desert road to Petra in the spring-
time ‘‘there are several ~ broad
streams to pass, the fording of
which creates a pleasant excite-
ment.™ A party traveling farther
north reports, “we presently came
upon the deep Wady ‘Allan, which
here cuts the plain in two. How
delightful was the plash and gurgle
of the living water rushing over its
rocky bed in the fierce heat of that
Syrian day!"™**

Given the right season of the
year, then—and the Book of Mor-
mon is obliging enough to give it—
one need not be surprised at rivers
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in northwestern Arabia. It was
this seasonal phenomenon that led
Ptolemy to place a river between
Yambu and Meccah.™

When Ishmael died on the jour-
ney, he “was buried in the place
which was called Nahom.” (I Nephi
16:34.) Note that this is not “a
place which we called Nahom, but
the place which was so called, a
desert burial ground.”™ The Arabic
root NHM has the basic meaning
of “to sigh or moan,” and occurs
nearly always in the third form, “to
sight or moan with another.” The
Hebrew Nahum, “comfort,” is re-
lated but that is not the form given
in the Book of Mormon. At this
place, we are told, “‘the daughters
of Ishmael did mourn exceedingly,”
and are reminded that among the
desert Arabs mourning rites for the
dead are a strict monopoly of the
women, related Hebrew rites being
less exclusively female.® Ishmael
here seems more of an Arab than
ever, while Nephi continues to dis-
play unerring accuracy on every
point.

Len1's Qasid

There is no more surprising or
impressive evidence for the genuine-
ness of the Book of Mormon than
the eloquent little verses (they are
a sort of gasid)®™ which Lehi on
one occasion addressed to his way-
ward sons.

It was just after the first camp
had been pitched, with due care
for the proper rites of thanksgiving
at the “altar of stones.” Lehi, being
then free to survey the scene more
at his leisure (among the desert
people it is the women who make
and break camp, though the sheikh,
as we have seen, must officiate in
the sacrifice), proceeded, as was his
right, to name the river after his
first-born and the valley after his
second son. (I Nephi 2:6-8, 14.)
They examined the terrain more
closely, as Arabs always do after
pitching camp in a place where they
expect to spend some time, and dis-
covered that the river “emptied into
the fountain of the Red Sea,” at a
point ‘“‘near the mouth thereof”
(Ibid., 2:8-9), which suggests the
Gulf of ‘Agaba at a point not far
above the Straits of Tiran. When
Lehi beheld the view, perhaps from
the sides of Mt. Musafa or Mt,
Mendisha,™ he turned to his two el-
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der sons and recited his remarkable
verses. INephi seems to have been
standing by, for he takes most care-
ful note of the circumstance:

And when my father saw that the waters
of the river emptied into the fountain of
the Red Sea, he spake unto Laman, say-
ing: O that thou mightest be like unto this
river, continually running into the fountain
of all righteousness!

And he also spake unto Lemuel: O that
thou mightest be like unto this wvalley,
firm and steadfast, and immovable in keep-
ing the commandments of the Lord! (I
Nephi 2:9-10.)

No subject has been more inten-

sively studied than that of primitive
Semitic poetry, and nowhere could
one find a more perfect illustration
of the points that are now agreed
upon as to the nature and form of
the original article than in this brief
account of Nephi's.

First there is the occasion: It was
the sight of the river flowing into
the gulf which inspired Lehi to ad-
dress his sons. In a famous study,
Goldziher pointed out that the earli-
est desert poems ever mentioned are
“those Quellenlieder (songs to
springs of water) which, according
to the record of St. Nilus, the an-
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(Continued from preceding page)

cient Arabs used to intone after
having refreshed and washed them-
selves in some fountain of running
water discovered in the course of a
long journeying.”™ Nilus' own ac-
count is a vivid picture of what
Lehi’s party went through:

The next day . . . after making their
way as is usual in the desert by devious
routes, wandering over the difficult ter-
rain, forced to turn aside now this way,

LEHI IN THE DESERT

now that, circumventing mountains, stum-
bling over rough, broken ground through all
but impenetrable passes, they beheld in the
far distance a spot of green in the desert;
and striving to reach the vegetation by
which the oasis might provide a camp or
even sustain a settlement for some of
them (we are reading nomadikon for the
senseless monadikon), as they conjectured,
they turned their eyes towards it as a
storm-tossed pilot views the port. Upon
reaching it, they found that the spot did
not disappoint their expectations, and that
their wishful fantasies had not led them
to false hopes. For the water was abundant,
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clear to the sight and sweet to the taste,
so that it was a question whether the eye
or the mouth was the more delighted. More-
over, there was adequate forage for the
animals; so they unloaded the camels and
let them out to graze freely. For them-
selves, they could not let the water alone,
drinking, splashing, and bathing as if they
couldn’t revel in it enough. So they
chanted songs in its praise (the river's),
and composed hymns to the spring . .. *
(To be continued)
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In the latest edition, this set of books
has been brought up-to-date and ex-
tensively supplemented to keep abreast
of the ever-extending frontier of newer
knowledge and recent happenings in
the world. It covers the fields of
Science, History, Hygiene, Geography,
Civics, Economics, Nature Study,
Physiology,  Biography, Industry,
Handicrafts, Transportation and Com-
munication, Mining and Mechanics,
Weriting and Riddles, Arithmetic and
Recreation, Art and Entertainment.

And all these formidable facts, made
easy and understandable, are inter-
spersed with the ageless and indis-
pensable poems and stories from the
world’s finest literature for children.

Furthermore, planned courses of
study are provided for those who
want to use them.

In picture and in print The Book of
Knowledge is an ever delightful, color-
ful, informative, and entertaining store-
house of almost anything a youngster
would want to inquire about, from the
minute things of the earth to the re-
mote things of the universe. And all
it contains is palatably presented to
simplify the teaching problems of par-
ents and the learning problems of chil-
dren—R. L. E.

A HANDBOOK OF HUMAN
RELATIONS

(Everett R. Clinchy. Farrar Strauss
and Company, New York. 146 pages.
1949. $2.00.)

DR. CLINCHY has battled these many

years for a sensible peace among
men of different faiths, occupations,
and origins. In this volume he has
arranged his argument and plea in such
a manner that contending groups could
profitably use it as a textbook. He does
not ask for the surrender of beliefs,
but for the laying aside of prejudices
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which in one way or another are re-
tarding our national development.

AW
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(Deta P. Neeley. Deseret News
Press, Salt Lake City, Utah. 122
pages. )
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stand. Children with “fourth-grade
reading ability will be able to read the
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approach will delight young people
and will be approved by older folk
since the author deals very carefully
with the original text, the Book of
Mormon itself. The author tells the
leaving of Jerusalem, the return for
the plates, the wandering in the wil-
derness, the voyage, and finally the
landing in the estern Hemisphere.

—M. C. ].
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Part VII

poetry, quoted a great desert

poet, Abu Sakhr, as saying that
nothing on earth brings verses so
readily to mind as the sight of run-
ning water and wild places.”™ This
applies not only to springs, of course,
but to all running water. Thomas
recounts how his Arabs upon reach-
ing the Umm al-Hait hailed it with
a song in praise of “the continuous
and flowing rain,” whose bounty
filled the bed of the wady, “flowing
along between sand and stream
course. . . . ™ Just so Lehi holds
up as the most admirable of ex-
amples “this river, continually run-
ning . .. "; for to the people of the
desert there is no more miraculous
and lovely thing on earth than con-
tinually running water. In the most
stirring episode of Saint-Exupery's
Wind, Sand. and Stars, the Arab
chiefs who view the wonders of
Paris with cool indifference burst
into cries of devout rapture at the
sight of a torrent in the Alps.™
When the Beni Hilal stopped at
their first oasis, the beauty of it
and the green vegctation reminded
them again of the homeland they
had left, “and they wept greatly
remembering it."* It was because
Laman and Lemuel were loud in
Jamenting the loss of their pleasant
“land of Jerusalem . . . and their
precious things” (I Nephi 2:11)
that their father was moved to ad-
dress them on this occasion.

IBN QuTAIBA, in a famous work on

If the earliest desert poems were
songs inspired by the fair sight of
running water, no one today knows
the form they took. That can only
be conjectured from the earliest
known form of Semitic verse. This
is the saj’, a short exhortation or
injunction spoken with such solem-
nity and fervor as to fall into a sort
of chant. Examples would be magi-
cal incantations, curses, and the
formal pronouncements of teachers,
priests, and judges.” From the
earliest times the saj’ was the form
in which inspiration and revelation
announced themselves.”*™ Though
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the speaker of the saj’ did not aim
consciously at metrical form, his
words were necessarily more than
mere prose, and were received by
their hearers as poetry. The saj’ had
the ' effect of overawing the hearer
completely and was considered ab-
solutely binding on the person to
whom it was addressed,” its aim be-
ing to compel action.™

Lehi’s words to his sons take just
this form of short, solemn, rhythmi-
cal appeal. The fact that the speech
to Laman exactly matches that to
his brother shows that we have here
such a formal utterance as the saj".
The proudest boast of the desert
poet is, "I utter a verse and after
it its brother,” for the consumma-
tion of the poetic art was to have
two verses perfectly parallel in form
and content; few ever achieved this,
the usual verse being followed at
best by a “cousin” and not a
brother.™ Yet Lehi seems to have
carried it off. Of the moral fervor
and didactic intent of his recitation
there can be no doubt; the fact
that Nephi recounts the episode in
a record in which there is, as he
says, only room for great essentials,
shows what a deep impression it
made upon him.

In addressing his sons in what
looks like a little song, Lehi is do-
ing just what Isaiah does when he
speaks to Israel in a shirat dodi,
“a friendly chant,” a popular song
about a vine which, once the
hearer's attention has been won,
turns into a very serious moral
tirade.™ On another occasion, as
we have noted, he employs the
popular figure of the olive tree. The
stock opening line of the old desert
poems is, “O my two friends!” an
introduction which, says Ibn Qutai-
ba, should be avoided, “since only
the ancients knew how to use it
properly, uniting a gentle and
natural manner with the grandiose
and magnificent.”* Lehi's poem is
an example of this: he addresses

DESERT—

his two sons separately but with
the vocative O! and describes the
river and valley in terms of unsur-
passed brevity and simplicity and in
the vague and sweeping manner of
the real desert poets, of whom Bur-
ton says, ‘‘there is a dreaminess of
idea and a haze thrown over the
object, infinitely attractive, but in-
describable.”*™

According to Richter, the best
possible example of the primitive
Arabic gasid is furnished by those
old poems in which one's beloved
is compared to a land “in which
abundant streams flow down . . .
with rushing and swirling, so that
the water overflows every evening,
continually.”” Here the “contin-
ually flowing” water is compared to
the person addressed, as in Lehi's
“song” to Laman. The original
qasid, the same authority avers,
was built around the beseeching
(werbenden, hence the name
qasid ) motif, not necessarily erotic
in origin, as some think, but dealing
with praise of virtue (7ugendlob)
in general™ Ibn Qutaiba even
claims that the introductory love
theme was merely a device to gain
the attention of male listeners and
was not at all the real stuff of the
poem.”” The standard pattern is
a simple one: (a) the poet’s at-
tention is arrested by some impres-
sive natural phenomenon, usually
running water; (b) this leads him
to recite a few words in its praise,
drawing it to the attention of a be-
loved companion; and (c) making
it an object lesson for the latter,
who is urged to be like it. Burton
gives a good example: at the sight
of the Wady al-Akik the nomad

poet is moved to exclaim,

O my friend, this is Akik, then stand by it,
Endeavoring to be distracted by love, if
not really a lover.

This seems to be some sort of love
song, albeit a peculiar one, and some

THE IMPROVEMENT ERA

.



, s

B, Hugh Wbl Ph. D

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
HISTORY AND RELIGION
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

have claimed that all the old gasids
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were simply love songs.” But
Burton and his Arabs know the
real meaning, “‘the esoteric meaning
of this couplet.” which quite escapes
us:

Man! This is a lovely portion of God's
creation:

Then stand by it, and here learn to love
the perfections of thy Supreme
Friend.”™

Compare this with Lehi's appeal to
Lemuel:

O that thou mightest be like unto this
valley, firm and steadfast,

And immovable in keeping the command-
ments of the Lord!

Note the remarkable parallel: in
each case the poet, a wanderer in
the desert, is moved by the sight
of a pleasant valley; he calls the
attention of his beloved companion
to the view, and appeals to his
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In modern Palestine precious water
is lifted from ancient wells by this
picturesque ‘“‘donkey-power pump,” a
strongly built wooden wheel which
operates an endless chain of clay
buckets.

—~Photograph by Adelbert Bartlett

friend to learn a lesson from the
valley and “stand by it,” firm and
unshakable in the love of the ways
of the Lord. Let us list briefly the
exacting conditions fulfilled by
Nephi's account of his father’s
qasids, conditions fulfilled likewise
by the earliest known desert poems.

(1) They are Brunnen — or
Quellenlieder, as the Germans call
them, that is, songs inspired by the
sight of water gushing from a spring
or running down a valley.

(2) They are addressed to one
or (usually) two traveling compan-
ions.

(3) They praise the beauty and
the excellence of the scene, calling
it to the attention of the hearer as
an object lesson.

(4 The hearer is urged to be
like the thing he beholds.”™

(5) The poems are recited ex-
tempore on the spot and with great
feeling.

(6) They are very short, and one
verse should be followed by its
“brother,” making a perfectly
matched pair.”™

Here we have beyond any doubt
all the elements of a situation of
which no westerner in 1830 could
have had the remotest conception.
Nephi has described the very situa-~
tion in which the great men of the
desert were once long ago wont to
speak the words that made their
names immortal among the nomads
and scholars of a later generation.
And the words they uttered were,
to the best of our knowledge, of
exactly the same cast and content
as those spoken by Lehi, who now
stands before us as something of
a poet, as well as a great prophet
and leader. This is a reminder that
in the world in which Lehi was
moving, those three offices had to go
together.

It has often been said that there
is no real poetry in the Book of
Mormon—no real English poetry,
that is. By the same token there
is no real Danish or Russian poetry.
The explanation of this grave defect
is a simple one: If there were any
good poetry in the book, it would
give just cause for suspicion, for
Burton, even while praising the
matchless genius of the desert poets,
is careful to point out that they are
utterly “destitute of the poetic taste,
as we define it.” (Italics author’s.)™
To Lehi's “literary’” critics we need
only reply that its authors were
never supposed to have composed
in English or Danish or Russian.
The same literary critics may af-
firm with equal confidence that there
is no good literature in Mutanabbi
or the Kitab-al-Aghani, not one of
whose vast store of poems has ever
been done into great or even good
English verse. Yet those who know
these books best insist that they
represent the high point not only in
Arabic but in all poetry.

As if to prove that no westerner
could possibly have dreamed up
Nephi's account, we are challenged
by the remarkable expression, “like
unto this valley, firm and steadfast,
and immovable. . ..” Who west of
Suez would ever think of such an
image? At the very least the proof-
reader should have caught such a
howler, which should certainly
have been corrected in subsequent
editions; for we, of course, know

(Continued on page 587)
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cemetery about half way from east
to west. It is reached by following
the path into the cemetery and then
going to the south line. The origi-
nal headstone is still in place

Palmyra, key point in this
month's area, is twenty-three miles
southeast of Rochester and is
reached by highway thirty-one. It
is sixty-five miles west of Syracuse
and can be reached by taking high-
way 21 to Palmyra via Manchester
Village and Hill Cumorah. Ap-
proaching Palmyra from the south,
from the New York City area, a
favorable route is highway 17 to
Owego, then highway 96 to Man-
chester, and highway 21 to Palmyra,
via Hill Cumorah which is four
miles south of Palmyra.

From eastern New York points,
highway 31 direct or highways 20
or 5 to Canandaigua, then north on
highway 21, lead to Palmyra. Far-
ther north highway 104, the “Ridge
Route,” can be followed to William-
son where highway 21 intersects
it and follows southerly to Palmyra.

By bus, excellent service to Pal-
myra is maintained from Rochester,
twenty-three miles northwest, and
from Syracuse, sixty-five miles east,

and intermediate points including
Lyons, the county seat of Wayne
County, fifteen miles, and Newark
(N.Y.). nine miles. There is no
regular bus service from Canandai-
gua to Palmyra.

By air the most satisfactory ap-
proach 1s from Rochester where ex-
cellent air service is maintained by
American Airlines on one of its
principal routes. The same service
is available approaching from Syra-
cuse, but the distance to Palmyra
is much greater.

Next month the Auburn, New
York area, where Brigham Young
spent his young manhood, became
an expert carpenter and builder,
married, and set himself up in
business, will be discussed.

Note: When names of railroads, air-
lines, or bus lines are given, it should
not be implied that there is any connection
or arrangement with such concerns. This
service is entirely independent and gives
the best information available without
influence from any outside source.

Persons traveling from the New York
area to Palmyra can visit the Peter
Whitmer home in the Town of Fayette,
Seneca County, New York, by turning
west three miles south of Waterloo and
going one mile west. A sign on the left
(going north) indicates the intersection.

—_————e—————

SCOUTING FOR 11 - YEAR - OLD BOYS

(Concluded from page 565)

National and regional scouters,
when they have had carefully ex-
plained to them the new program
for eleven-year-olds in the Church,
have been very enthusiastic about
it. They see in the plan, as we do,
the possibility of getting our youth
out into the open in a planned pro-
gram that will do more than any-
thing else to teach them the ideals
of scouting, which are the ideals
of the Church

President George Albert Smith,
prophet, seer, and revelator, -and
ranking scouter of the Church, ex-

presses his feelings and ours, as
well as the policy of the M.LA.
and the Church, in the following
words:

After many years of close contact with
scouting through national and
leaders, and with many Scouts of various
faiths, I am convinced that participation
in this splendid program is one of the
most worth-while experiences our boys
can have.

The ideals of scouting, like the princi-
ples of the gospel of Jesus Christ, are in-
tended to make boys better companions,
more useful citizens, and happier indi-
viduals.

It is my desire to see scouting extended
to every boy in the Church where that is
at all possible.

LEHI IN THE DESERT

(Continued from page 567)

all about everlasting hills, but who
ever heard of a steadfast valley?
The Arabs, to be sure. For them
the valley, and not the mountain, is
the symbol of permanence. It is
not the mountain of refuge to which
they flee, but the valley of refuge.

JULY 1950

The great depressions that run for
hundreds of miles across the Ara-
bian peninsula pass for the most
part through plains devoid of moun-
tains.™ It is in these prehistoric
riverbeds alone that water, vegeta-
tion, and animal life are to be found,

(Continued on following page)

local |

How many
salutes does a
governor rate?

What was the
largest baby
ever born?

When do
goldfish
spawn?

When was the
Liberty Bell
n Utah?

[
R Al R U,

212,265

TIMES LAST YEAR

The celebrated New York
Times recently announced with
pride that its Public Information
Service had answzred 140,326
questions for readers during 1948.
Needless to say, we of The Salt
Lake Tribune and Salt Lake Tele-
gram are therefore doubly proud
of the 212,265 questions that were
answered by our Library Infor-
mation Service during 1949.

We are delighted that our
readers look to us for authori-
tative answers to their questions
and problems. More than 20,000
employe hours were spent last
year to maintain this reader serv-
ice which we feel helps build
and maintain the excellent repu-
tation for public confidence and
service which The Salt Lake
Tribune and Salt Lake Telegram
enjoy.

The Salt Lake Tribune
Salt Lake Telegram

Answers to questions above:

2— 18 pounds at birth
4—July 11,1915

1—Nineteen
3—April or May
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Lehi in the Desert

(Continued from preceding page)
when all else is desolation.™ They
offer the Arab the only chance of
escaping detection from his enemies
and death from hunger and thirst.
The qualities of firmness and stead-
fastness, of reliable protection and
sure refuge when all else fails,
which other nations attribute nat-
urally to mountains, the Arabs at-
tribute to valleys.™

(To be continued)
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(Continued from page 560)

keen competition was apparent and
where honors had to be won by
intelligent effort:

Second Place in Percent of Quota
Second Place in Total Subscriptions
Three wards in the Hall of Fame

One of the ErRA’s most loyal sup-
porters, Phoenix must be reckoned
with in every campaign by those
who aspire to high honors.

Los ANGELES STAKE RANKS WITH
Topr LEADERS

Los Angeles Stake made a
strong bid for leadership honors
and finished in two positions of
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VIII
ADVENTURE IN JERUSALEM

EPHI and his brothers made two
N trips back to Jerusalem. The
second was only to “the land
of Jerusalem” to pick up Ishmael,™
but the first was an exciting -and
dangerous assignment in the city
itself. Though it was no mere
raid, as we have seen, the men
taking their tents with them and
going quite openly, they were ex-
pecting trouble and drew lots to
see who should go in to Laban.
The story tells of hiding without the
walls, daring exploits in the dark
streets, mad pursuits, masquerading,
desperate deeds, and bitter quar-
rels—a typical Oriental romance,
you will say, but typical because
such things actually do, and did,
happen in Eastern cities. It has
ever been a standard and conven-
tional bit of gallantry for some
Bedouin bravo with a price on his
head to risk his life by walking
right through a city in broad day-
light, a very theatrical gesture but
a thing which my Arab friends as-
sure me has been done in real life a
thousand times. It was while reading
the Beni Hilal epic that the writer
was first impressed by the close re-
semblance of the behavior of Lehi's
sons on that quick trip to Jerusalem
to that of the young braves of the
Beni Hilal when they would visit
a city under like circumstances.*
The tales of the migrations of the
‘Amer tribe have the same pattern—
camping without the walls, drawing
lots to see who would take a chance,
sneaking into the city and making
a getaway through the midnight
streets™—it is all in the Book of
Mormon and all quite authentic.
Thoroughly typical also is the
hiding out of the young men in
caves near the city while they
waited for Laban’s henchmen to
cool off and debated with Oriental
heat and passion, their next move.
(I Nephi 3:27-28.) Since the Pales-
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tine Exploration Fund Quarterly
started to appear many years ago,
its readers have been treated to a
constant flow of official reports on
newly-discovered caves in and near
Jerusalem. The country is peppered
with them; for the area southwest
of the city, “it is difficult to give an
account of the principal excavations
of this type (caves) without appear-
ing to use the language of exaggera-
tion . . . to attempt a descriptive
catalogue of these caves would be
altogether futile, the mere labor of
searching the hills for examples . . .
would be almost endless.”™ Farther
out, the Beit Jibrin area ‘‘contains
an innumerable number of artificial
caves,”™ and the deserts of Tih and
Moab swarm with them.™ Many
of these caves are younger than
Lehi’s time, but many are also older
and have been used at all times as
hiding places.”™ But who in America
knew of these hiding places a hun-
dred years ago?

The purpose of the first return
trip to Jerusalem was the procuring
of certain records which were writ-
ten on bronze (the Book of Mor-
mon like the Bible always uses
“brass” for what we call bronze )™
plates. Lehi had a dream in which
he was commanded to get these
records which, as he already knew,
were kept at the house of one
Laban. Nephi does not know ex-
actly the reason for this and as-
sumes, incorrectly, that the object
is to "'preserve unto our children the
language of our fathers.”™ It is in-
teresting that the Beni Hilal in
setting out for their great trek felt
it necessary to keep a record of
their fathers and to add to it as
they went, “so that the memory of
it might remain for future genera-
tions.”™ The keeping of such a
daftar was also known to other
wandering tribes.

But what were the records do-
ing at Laban's house, and whe was
Laban anyway?

For ages the cities of Palestine
and Syria had been more or less
under the rule of military governors,
of native blood but, in theory at
least, answerable to Egypt. “These
commandants (called rabis in the
Amarna letters) were subordinate
to the city-princes (chazan), who
commonly address them as ‘Brother’
or ‘Father." "™ They were a sordid
lot of careerists whose authority
depended on constant deception and
intrigue, though they regarded their
offices as hereditary and sometimes
styled themselves kings. In the
Amarna letters we find these men
raiding each other's caravans to
build up their private fortunes, ac-
cusing each other of unpaid debts
and broken promises, mutually de-
nouncing each other as traitors to
Egypt, and generally displaying the
usual time-honored traits of the
crooked high official in the East.
The Lachish letters show that such
men were still the lords of creation
in Lehi's day—the commanders of
the towns around Jerusalem were
still acting in closest cooperation
with Egypt in military matters, de-
pending on the prestige of Egypt
to bolster their corrupt power, and
still behaving as groveling and un-
scrupulous timeservers.*”

One of the main functions of
local governors in the East has al-
ways been to hear petitions, and
their established practice has ever
been to rob the petitioners (or any-
one else) wherever possible. The
Eloquent Peasant story of fifteen
centuries before Lehi and the in-
numerable Tales of the Qadis from
fifteen centuries after him are all
part of the same picture, and Laban

fits into that picture as if it were

drawn to set off his portrait.

. . and Laman went in unto the house
of Laban, and he talked with him as he sat
in his house.

And he desired of Laban the records
which were engraven upon the plates of
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brass, which contained the genealogy of
my father. ;

And . . . Laban was angry, and thrust
him out from his presence; and he would
not that he should have the records.
Wherefore, he said unto him: Behold thou
art a robber, and I will slay thee.

But Laman fled out of his presence, and
told the things which Laban had done,
unto us. (I Nephi 3:11-13.)

Later the brothers returned to
Laban laden with their family treas-
ure, foolishly hoping to buy the
plates from him. They might have
known what would happen:

And it came to pass that when Laban
saw our property, and that it was exceed-
ing great, he did lust after it, insomuch
that he thrust us out, and sent his servants
to slay us, that he might obtain our
property.

And it came to pass that we did flee
before the servants of Laban, and we
were obliged to leave behind our property,
and it fell into the hands of Laban. (Ibid.,
3:25-26.)

Compare this with the now classic
story of Wenamon's interview
with the rapacious Zakar Baal of
Byblos. The Egyptian entered the
great man's house and “found him
sitting in his upper chamber, lean-
ing his back against a window,”
even as Laman accosted Laban “as

he sat in his house” When his
AUGUST 1950

MODERN-DAY HARVESTING

visitor desired of the merchant
prince that he part with some cedar
logs, the latter flew into a temper
and accused him of being a thief
(*‘Behold thou art a robber!” says
Laban), demanding that he produce
his credentials. Zakar Baal then
“had the journal of his fathers
brought in, and had them read it
before him,” from which it is plain
that the important records of the
city were actually stored at his
house and kept on tablets. From
this ancient ‘journal of his fathers”
the prince proved to Wenamon
that his ancestors had never taken
orders from Egypt, and though the
latter softened his host somewhat
by reminding him that Ammon, the
lord of the universe, rules over
all kings, he was given a bad time
by the ruler, who, with cynical po-
liteness, offered to show him the
graves of some other Egyptian en-
voys, whose mission had not been
too successful; the negotiations be-
ing completed Zakar Baal, on a legal
technicality, turned his guest over
to the mercies of a pirate fleet lurk-
ing outside the harbor.”™ And all the
while he smiled and bowed, for after
all Wenamon was an Egyptian
official, whereas Lehi's sons lost

—Photograph by Adelbert Bartlett
IN MEGIDDO, PALESTINE.

their bargaining power when they
lost their fortune.

A few deft and telling touches
resurrect the pompous Laban with
photographic perfection. We learn
in passing that he commanded a
garrison of fifty, that he met in full
ceremonial armor with “the elders
of the Jews” for secret consulta-
tions by night, that he had control
of a treasury, that he was of the
old aristocracy, being a distant rela-
tive of Lehi himself, that he prob-
ably held his job because of his
ancestors, since he hardly received
it by merit, that his house was the
storing place of very old records,
that he was a large man. short-
tempered, crafty, and dangerous,
and in the bargain cruel, greedy,
unscrupulous, weak. and given to
drink. All of which makes him
a Rabu to the life, the very
model of an Oriental pasha. He
is cut from the same cloth as the
military governors of the Lachish
letters: Jaush, “probably,” accord-
ing to J. W. Jack, “the military
governor of this whole region, in
control of the defenses along the
western frontier of Judah, and an
intermediary with the authorities in

(Continued on following page)
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{Continued from preceding page)
Jerusalem. The author of the let-

ters, Hoshaiah, was apparently the
leader of the military company situ-
ated at some outpost near the main
road from Jerusalem to the coast.”
His character is one of ‘‘fawning
servility.'"*"

As to the garrison of fifty, it
seems pitifully small. It would
have been just as easy for the au-
thor of I Nephi to have said “fifty
thousand,” and made it really im-
pressive,” but the Book of Mormon
is very headstrong in such matters.
It has reason to be. The number
fifty suits perfectly with the Amarna
picture where the military forces are
always so surprisingly small and a
garrison of thirty to eighty men is
thought adequate even for big
towns; and this is still more striking-
ly vindicated in a letter of Nebu-
chadnezzar, Lehi's contemporary,
wherein the great king orders: “As
to the fifties who were under your
command, those gone to the rear,
or fugitives return to their ranks.”
Commenting on this, Offord says,
“In these days it is interesting to
note the indication here, that in
the Babylonian army a platoon con-
tained fifty men; ™" also, we might
add that it was called a “fifty,”"—
hence, “Laban with his fifty.”
(I Nephi 4:1.) In great wars the or-
ganization of opposing armies quick-
ly becomes similar in all essential
respects, since neither side can allow
the other to overreach it, and in
the struggle between Babylonia
and Egypt, individuals and groups
change sides with great frequency—
then as now the world was bur-
dened with a single standard type
of military organization. Laban,
like Hoshaiah of Lachish, had a
single company of soldiers under
him representing the permanent
garrison, as against the “tens of
thousands” he commanded in the
field—it was not these latter but
the “fifty” that frightened Laman
and Lemuel; and like Jaush (who
may even have been his successor)
he kept in close touch with “the
authorities in Jerusalem.”

Returning by night in a third
attempt to get the records, Nephi
stumbled over the prostrate form
of Laban, lying dead drunk in the
deserted street. (Ibid., 4:7.) The
commander had been (so his servant
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later told Nephi) in conference with
“the elders of the Jews . . . out by
night among them” (Ibid., 4:22),
and was wearing his full-dress ar-
mor. There is a world of inference in
this: we sense the gravity of the
situation in Jerusalem, which ‘‘the
elders” are still trying to conceal;
we hear the suppressed excitement
of Zoram's urgent talk as he and
Nephi hastened through the streets
to the city gates (/bid., 4:27), and
from Zoram's willingness to change
sides and leave the city, we can be
sure that he, as Laban'’s secretary,™
knew how badly things were going.
From the Lachish letters it is clear
that well-informed people were
quite aware of the critical state of
things at Jerusalem, even while the
sarim were working with all their
might to suppress every sign of
criticism and disaffection. How
could they take counsel to provide
for the defense of the city and
their own interests without exciting
alarm or giving rise to general mis-
givings? The only way, of course,
would be to hold their councils of
war in secret. The Book of Mor-
mon shows them doing just that.

With great reluctance, but urged
persistently by ‘“the voice of the
Spirit,” Nephi took Laban's own
sword and cut off his head with it.
This episode is viewed with horror
and incredulity by people who ap-
proved and applauded the recent
killing of far more innocent people
than Laban by the armed youth of
our own land.*® The Book of Mor-
mon is no more than the Bible con-
fined to mild and pleasant episodes;
it is for the most part a sad and
grievous tale of human folly. No
one seemed more disturbed by the
unpleasant incident than Nephi
himself, who took great pains to
explain his position. (Ibid., 4:10-
18.) First he was “constrained by
the Spirit” to kill Laban, but he said
in his heart that he had never shed
human blood and became sick at
the thought: "I shrunk and would
that I might not slay him.” The
Spirit spoke again, and to its
promptings Nephi adds his own rea-
sons:

I also knew that he had sought to take
away mine own life; yea, and he would
not hearken unto the commandments of
the Lord; and he also had taken away our
property.

But this was still not enough;
the Spirit spoke again, explain-
ing the Lord's reasons and as-
suring Nephi that he would be in
the right; to which Nephi appends
yet more arguments of his own, re-
membering the promise that his peo-
ple would prosper only by keeping
the commandments of the Lord,

and I also thought that they could not keep
the commandments . . . save they should
have the law.

which the worthless and criminal
Laban alone kept them from hav-
ing;

And again. I knew that the Lord had
delivered Laban into my hands for this

cause. . .. Therefore I did obey the voice
of the Spirit.

At long last Nephi finally did the
deed, of which he is careful to clear
himself, putting the responsibility
for the whole thing on the Lord, If
the Book of Mormon were a work
of fiction, nothing would be easier
than to have Laban already dead
when Nephi found him or simply
to omit an episode which obviously
distressed the writer quite as much
as it does the reader.

(7o be continued)
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Archives of Sweden

(Concluded from page 621)

brand, representing the Rekolid Company,
which company holds the contract to do
the microfilming work throughout Sweden
and Finland, presented Mr. Boethius with
a brand-new American latest model micro-
film reading machine for which he also
expressed his appreciation.

“This memorable occasion, the
sixth of April, 1949, 119 years after
the organization of the Church, will
never be forgotten in the Swedish
Mission, and it bears out the
prophetic utterance—'A great and

marvelous work is about to come
forth among the children of men.
The whole world marvels at what is
being accomplished in the short
span since the restoration of the
Church. These things are only ac-
complished through the proper and
inspired leadership of the Church.

—Margit J. Blomquist™

These records from Sweden and
Finland are arriving in regular
shipments at the Genealogical So-
ciety and are being carefully in-
spected and catalogued for use by
the general public.

e~

Lehi In The Desert

(Continued from page 642)

preserved even in antiquity, and when the time
came for the record to fulfil its great purpose of
bearing witness to the world, it had to be trans-

lated by the gift and power of God. Of this pur-
pose Nephi at the time knew nothing.
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MUTUAL CONVENTION IN HAWAII

(Continued from page 643)

One of the reasons for the visit
of Superintendent Curtis, who is
one of the sectional vice chairmen
of Region 12, Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, was the sectional meeting of the
Boy Scouts in Honolulu. Scout
meetings were also held in Kona,
Hilo, and Maui.

Several national and regional of-
ficers of the Boy Scouts of America
were there, including William V.
M. Fawcett, National Chairman Ex-
plorer Committee; E. Urnar Good-
man, from the national office; Henry
B. Grandin, Chairman of Region 12,
Don Moyer, regional Scout execu-
tive; and Roland E. Dye, deputy
regional executive.

Latter-day Saint boys are promi-
nent in the Scout activities in the
islands, as they are wherever the
Church is organized. Scout work
is being given an increased impetus
on the island of Oahu by Elder Milt
Allen, deputy under Scout execu-
tive, Hazen Shower. Elder Allen
is giving special attention to the
training of Scout leaders among the
Latter-day Saints. Elder Harrald
S. Alvord, recently appointed to the

Y.M.M.ILA. general board and a
Scout executive, attended to aid
the Scout work.

The Mutuals are teaching the
fundamentals of the Church through
spiritualized recreation and inspira-
tional lessons. The age groups are
following the lesson plan. The
leaders of the M.I.A. there, as else-
where, are trying to build a testi-
mony in the heart of every boy and
every girl.

Attendance at Mutual is almost
phenomenal; one Mutual we at-
tended had present 240 people.
While we were in Hawaii, the
Junior Girls held their rose award
night. At an M Men-Gleaner ban-
quet nearly four hundred were in
attendance. It was an inspiring
sight to see the representation of
nations:  Hawaiian, Portuguese,
Chinese, Japanese, Samoan, and
American. The tables were cov-
ered with banana leaves; the
decorations consisted of gorgeous
flowers, including hibiscus, bird of
paradise, and antherium—placed in
the center of the table down its en-
tire length. Place cards depicted this
year's theme. The young people,
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IX

A Worbp Asout PLATES

E have seen how the ruler of
w Tyre, to score a point in bar-

gaining with Wenamon, had
his family records and accounts
brought out and read to him. In the
Amarna tablets the Rabu of one
small Palestinian city writes to a
neighboring prince: “But now be-
hold (note the Book of Mor-
mon style) the king causeth that
his true city should go from
his hand; let the king search in
the tablets which are kept in the
house of his father, and learn
whether the one who rules Gubla
has been his true servant.”” Here
as in Tyre the records were kept at
the house of the ruling family; even
in distant Rome in the time of Lehi
the records from which the later
annals were composed seem to have
been preserved on tablets in the
houses of the leading families.” By
that time the practice seems to have
been universal around the Mediter-
ranean. Where the record was one
of real importance, plates of copper,
bronze, or even more precious metal
were used instead of the usual
wooden, lead, or clay tablets. One
of the most recent finds of this type
from Palestine is “‘a copper or
bronze plate” in Hebrew, dating
from the twelfth century B.C.*™
containing a message ‘‘of entirely
secular, profane character,” but
“which must have seemed important
enough to be engraved on the dur-
706
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able, though ‘impractical,” material
of metal.”"*™ More precious docu-
ments, such as the famous treaty
of 1278 between the kings of Egypt
and the Hittites, were kept on sil-
ver plates, while the royal record
of the deeds of Darius deserved
nothing less than gold. The mys-
terious ‘‘reformed Egyptian” texts
from Byblos are on bronze plates,
and the Demotic Chronicle of Egypt
was kept originally on plates. Sig-
nificant in this regard is Idrisi's
account (1226 A. D.) of the exca-
vation of the tomb of Mycerinus,
the builder of the great Third
Pyramid. Idrisi reports that all that
was found in the tomb was a blue
sarcophagus containing “the de-
cayed remains of a man, but no
treasure, excepting some golden
tablets, inscribed with characters
of a language which nobody could
understand.” The tablets were used
to pay the workmen, and the gold in
each of them was worth about two
hundred dollars.”™ We leave the
reader to speculate on what might
have been written on those plates
of gold which one of the greatest of
Pharaohs apparently regarded as
the greatest treasure with which he
could be buried.

From an unexpected direction
comes new and possibly significant
light on written plates. Of recent
years a considerable number of
copper plates, inscribed, perforated,
and linked together with metal
rings, have turned up in India.*”
Typical of these (except that they
are narrower than most) are the
Kesarbeda Plates:

“The set consists of three copper
plates strung together on a copper
ring . the circumference and
diameter of the ring are about 7.4”
and 2” respectively. . . . The plates
measure roughly 7.5” in length and
1.5” in breadth each. The corners
are rounded off. . . . The plates con-

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

tain to their proper right hand a
hole having a diameter of 1/5" for
the ring to pass through. . . . All
plates are written on both sides.”

The date of these plates is about
324 A.D. The contents, a charter
of royalty stating the conditions
under which the country shall be
governed. Further east, but still
within the sphere of Indian culture,
inscribed plates of the same type,
but which no one can read any
more, are “‘handed down from
father to son as ancient charms of
supernatural origin,”™ showing that
the tradition of the importance and
significance of the plates survived
after the knowledge of reading
them had perished. Among the
Karens such a plate, formed of “‘two
kinds of plates welded together back
to back,” the one of copper and
the other apparently of gold, was
“the talisman by which the chief
held his power over the people,™
who thereby preserved in supersti-
tious form the knowledge that the
plate was actually a royal charter
to begin with.

Now Hither India seems to be
far removed indeed from the cul-
tural world of Lehi, yet the fact
is that the writing on all those
plates actually came right from
that world. It is now known that
the script of India was derived
from Aramic and Phoenician forms
in turn derived from Egyptian.
Since the oldest writing in India
is that found on the plates, it is at
least probable that they preserved
not only the earliest script but also
the form in which the prototype of
that script reached India: The peo-
ple who introduced the Semitic
alphabet to India were people who
kept their records on plates bound
together with rings, a form pre-
served by the Indians themselves
in their oldest and most sacred rec-
ords. The case of the Karens is par-
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ticularly significant because those
people have displayed such aston-
ishing cultural affinities with the
Jews that some observers have even
claimed them to be of Jewish
origin.™ If that is so, their history
must have paralleled Lehi's in more
ways than one. Many chapters of
the Diaspora remain to be written.
At the very least the Indian plates
bear witness to the importance of
the linked-plate type document in
ancient times.

Nephi was much impressed by
Laban’s sword:
the hilt thereof was of pure gold, and
the workmanship thereof was exceedingly

fine, and . . . the blade thereof was of
the most precious steel. (I Nephi 4:9.)

Such ceremonial swords and dag-
gers with hilts of finely worked gold
have been common in the Near
East throughout historic times.
Many exemplars from Egypt and
Babylonia repose in our museums,™
and the Arab princes still wear them
as a badge of nobility.

“Precious steel” is an interesting
term. Wainwright has pointed out
that from the earliest times the
Egyptians made swords of meteoric
iron, which was of course very
SEPTEMBER 1950

valuable—far more “‘precious” than
gold.™  The recently-discovered
sword furnace at Gerar vindicates
not only the Bible, which had long
been thought to be in error on the
matter of iron weapons, but the
Book of Mormon as well.™ The
famous Damascus blades are of un-
known antiquity; their steel, of
fabulous quality, was always made
of meteoric iron, according to
Jacob—an indication of very an-
cient origin."* Even in modern

—Religious News Service Photo
Eastern tongue of the Red Sea, near Eziongeber, in the land of Edom.

Palestine swords and daggers have
been “mostly of Damascus or
Egyptian manufacture.”™ The gen-
eral question of steel in the ancient
world is still unsettled. The Baby-
lonians distinguished between eru
(cf. our “ore’’), meaning iron, lead,
or copper, and “‘shining eru,” which
meant copper or steel.”™ In Egypt
a like distinction was made between
ordinary iron, which was not only
known but actually used for uten-
sils as early as the Old Kingdom,
and that type of iron known as
tehazet, which some interpret as
Asiatic iron.”™" Another type, benipe,
is “iron from heaven,” i.e., either
meteoric iron or, as Von Luschan
believed, ‘‘sky-colored metal”

(Metall von  Himmelsfarbe),™
which may well have been steel.
Ceremonial swords in very old
Egyptian tomb painting are colored
blue to represent either iron or steel,
according to the same authority.™
While the problem of the origin and
age of iron and steel remains un-
solved, every step in the last forty
years has been in the direction of
proving a much greater antiquity
and much more widespread use of
those metals than was formerly be-
lieved to be possible.

How Nephi disguised himself in
the clothes of Laban and tricked
Laban’s servant into admitting him
to the treasury is an authentic bit
of oriental romance, and, we must
repeat, of history as well, for such
things did and do happen. During
World War II just such melodra-
matic bluffing proved highly suc-
cessful on innumerable occasions,
effecting thousands of escapes from
a watchful enemy.

When Zoram, Laban’'s serv~
ant, discovered that it was not
his master with whom he had

been discussing the top secret do-
ings of the elders as they walked
the outskirts of the city, he was
seized with terror. In such a situa-
tion there was only one thing Nephi
could possibly have done, both to
spare Zoram and avoid giving
alarm—and no westerner could
have guessed what it was. Nephi,
a powerful fellow, held the terrified
Zoram in a vice-like grip long
enough to swear a solemn oath, “as
the Lord liveth, and as I live”
(Ibid., 4:32), that he would not
harm him if he would listen. Zoram
immediately relaxed, and Nephi
swore another oath to him that he
would be a free man if he would
join the party:

Therefore if thou wilt go down into the
wilderness to my father thou shalt have
place with us. (Ibid., 1:34.)

We have already considered the
correctness of the expressions “go
down,” and “have place,” as well
as the necessity of having Zoram
address himself to no one but
Nephi's father. What astonishes the
non-Oriental reader here is the
miraculous effect of Nephi's oath
to Zoram: by speaking a few
conventional words his fears were
instantly and completely allayed,

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)

while on the other hand as soon as
Zoram
made an oath unto us that he would

tarry with us from that time forth . . . our
fears did cease concerning him. (Ibid.,

435, .37.))

The reaction of both parties
makes sense when one realizes
that the oath is the one thing
that is most sacred and invio-
lable among the desert people:
“Hardly will an Arab break his
oath, even if his life be in
jeopardy.”™ But not every oath
will do: to be most binding and
solemn an oath should be by the
life of something, even if it be but
a blade of grass; the only oath more
awful than that by one's own life
or (less common) “by the life of my
head,” is the wa hayat Allah, by
the life of God,” or “as the Lord
liveth,” the Arab equivalent of the
ancient Hebrew hai Elohim.™ To-
day it is glibly employed by the city
riffraff, but anciently it was an aw-
ful thing, as it still is among the
desert people: “I confirmed my
answer in the Beduin wise,” says
Doughty, “By his life . . . he said,
‘Well, swear by the life of Ullah!’
. .. | answered and thus even the
nomads use, in a greater occasion,
but they say, By the life of thee, in
a little matter.”™ So we see the one
and only way that Nephi could
have pacified the struggling Zoram
in an instant was by uttering the
one oath that no man would dream
of breaking, the most solemn of all
oaths to the Semite: “as the Lord
liveth, and as I live. . . .” (Ibid.,
4:52.)

THE END oF THE DESERT

In desert travel, the experts tell
us, one day is depressingly like an-
other, and Nephi's record is not
meant to be a chronicle of everyday
life in the wilderness; most of the
information he imparts is incidental
to some event he is describing. He
does not tail, however, to make spe-
cial note of the marvelous way in
which the women seemed to thrive
on the hard Bedouin way of life
(Ibid., 17:2), a thing that always
impresses  visitors among the
Arabs.™ Nephi cannot conceal the
excitement and surprise of these
wonderful days that brought to a
708
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close the long, weary years of mo-
notonous toiling through the sands.

After traveling a vast distance
in a south-southeasterly direction,
the party struck off almost due east
through the worst desert of all,
where they “did wade through much
affliction,” to emerge in a state of
almost complete exhaustion into a
totally unexpected paradise by the
sea. The route indicated would
bring them to the sea either at the
mountains of Oman or of the
Hadramaut, preferably the latter.
Of the Qara Mountains in this sec-
tor Thomas, one of the few Euro-
peans who has ever seen them,
writes:

What a glorious place! Mountains three
thousand feet high basking above a tropi-
cal ocean, their seaward slopes velvety
with waving jungle, their roofs fragrant
with rolling yellow meadows, beyond
which the mountains slope northwards to a
red sandstone steppe. . . . Great was my
delight when in 1928 I suddenly came
upon it all from out of the arid wastes of
the southern borderlands.

The “greatest living explorer” (as
he has been called) goes on to
describe the aromatic shrubs of the
place, the wooded valleys, “the hazy
rim of the distant sea lifted beyond
the mountains rolling down to it,”
and the wondrous beauty of the
“sylvan scenes’ that opened to the
view as he passed down through
the lush forests to the sea.™

Compare this with Nephi's pic-
ture (Ibid,, 17:5-7):

And we did come to the land which we
called Bountiful, because of its much fruit
and also wild honey. . . . And we be-
held the sea . . . and notwithstanding we
had suffered many afflictions and much
difficulty, yea, even so much that we can-
not write them all. we were exceedingly
rejoiced when we came to the seashore;
and we called the place Bountiful, because
of its much fruit. . . . And . . . the voice of
the Lord came unto me, saying: Arise, and
get thee into the mountain. . . .

BOYS
By Isabelle D. Hanson

GOD sent me boys;

No girls to help me sew

And make sweet cookies, don’t you know;
But boys so full of life and fun,

Still bubbling o’er when day is done.

No girls to help me with the bed;

When tired—no cool hand on my head;
But boys to follow a guiding hand,

And preach the gospel in foreign land.
No daughter here in frilly lace,

No trace of powder on smooth face.

But if God wills in years to come,

My five sons will bring me some.

[t 1s virtually the same scene:
the mountains, the rich woodlands
with timber for ships, the bounti-
ful meadows for a paradise of
bees,™ the view of the sea be-
yond, and above all the joy-
ful relief at a sudder and unex-
pected deliverance from one of the
worst deserts on earth. Much the
same description would suit the
mountains of Oman farther east,™
the discovery of which came as a
great surprise in 1838. When Von
Wrede gave a glowing description
of the mountains of the Hadramaut
in 1843, the great Von Humboldt
and, following him, of course, the
whole learned world, simply re-
fused to believe him.*

(7o be concluded)
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of two different metals: the frst half of the plate
is dark copper, but the other half is a much lighter
yellow, and I am not sure that it is not gold: s i
it s.]e;;ned too heavy for copper.” Bunker. op. cit.
p. L

ME. B. Cross, "‘On the Karens,” Jnl. Am. Or.
Soc. IV (1854), p- 308. For many years the
theory of Jewish origin was rejected as a matter of
course, the school of ‘‘spontaneous generation'’ of
cultural elements being supreme. Today, however,
anthropologists are much more prone to attribute a
common origin to things that present remarkable
resemblances than formerly.

S1Ed. Meyer. G.d.A. II, 205: R.M Hyslop et
al., in PEFQ 1942, p. 23 (Pl vii. fig. 14); typical
is an Assyrian bronze sword found in the hands of
the Arabs in 1875: an inscriprion on the blade
shows it to date from the 14th century B.C.
(Biblical Archaeological Society Transactions IV
(1875) p. 347f.) An iron ceremonial weapon found
recently had a finely worked handle of copper and
gold, T. H. Gaster. “On an Iron Axe from
Ugarit,”” PEFQ 1943. p. 57f

2Wainwright, ‘‘Iron in Egypt,” [Inl. Egypt.
Archaeol. XVIII, 3ff

#15Caiger, Bible and Spade, p. 117; cf. art. “‘lron
in Israel,”” in The Biblical Archaeologist 1.2 (1938),
p- 5f. Margcliouth, Arabs and Israelites, p. 72)
reports an old tradition that “King David . . . was
to cuirasses what Stradivarius is to violins."” Cf
Jacob. Altarab. Beduinenleben, pp. 151-2.

340p. cit., p. 151. In the last century ‘‘Syrian
sword-sharpeners toiled across the desert from Da-
mascus (to Meccah), carrying their large knife-
grinding machines on their backs,”” Aug. Ralli.
Christians at Meccah (London, Heinemann, 1909) p.
210. The “‘wandering iron-workers, the descendants
of the primitive smiths, who went from place to
place,”" have been met with by modern travelers in
the desert. Petrie. in PEFQ 1890. p. 245 and may
well go back to the ancient Cainites. of very early

times. (Continued on page 744)
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315P, Baldensperger, in PEFQ 1903, p. 168, not-
ing that the same conditions apply in ancient times.
218Fr, Lenormant, ‘‘Les Noms de I'Arain et du

Cuivre . . . '* Bibl. Arch. Soc. Trans. V (1876),
p. 344f

S17F, von Luschan, ‘“‘Eisentechnik in Afrika,”
429eitschrift fur Ethnologie 41 (1909), Heft 1. pp. 47-

a8]d,, p. 48

319]d., p. 49

820W, Ewing, in PEFQ 1895, p. 172f, cf. A.
Jaussen, ‘‘Judgments,”” Rev. Biblique XII, 259:
‘There is nothing stronger, and nothing more sacred
than the oath among the nomads."” This is true
even of the city Arabs, if the oath be exacted under
certain special conditions (Surv. Westn. Palest., p.
327).

21Surp of Westn. Palest. Spec. Papers, p. 326;
P. Baldensperger, PEFQ 1910, p. 261

32Arabia Deserta 11, 27

328[ Deleted]

s24Byrton, op. cit., II, 94, 141§, has some picturesque
observations on how desert life toughens the
women. Doughty is no less impressed.

325Thomas, Arabia Felix, p. 48f

326The large number of roots and derivative words
in the Arabic vocabulary which refer to honey
shows what a prominent place honey held in their
economy. Thomas, of course, was not interested in
finding honey, but for those who must live permanent-
ly in the desert, there is no greater treasure than
a find of honey. Hence ‘‘the Arabs are curious in
and fond of honey: Meccah alone affords -eight
or nine different varieties,”” according to Burton,
op. cit. 11, 130, n. 1, who proceeds to discuss the
various types.

827Hogarth, Penetration of Arabia, p. 137ff

828]d., pp. 148-150

The Search
(Concluded from page 705)
T was a month after my own wed-
ding that Maida telegraphed me,
“Francie, I'm married. He's won-
derful. Coming home with him to-
day. See you.”

The telegram must have been de-
layed because just as soon as I had
read it, a taxi drove up, and I saw
Maida and a man inside. My day-
maid went to the door.

I streaked up the stairs, hoping at

| least to get my face powdered be-

fore greeting them, but Maida
couldn’t wait. She dashed up after
me. ‘‘Francie, Francie, I'm so hap-
py. Hurry, I want you to meet him.
Oh, don't bother with your face. It
really won't matter. Come on.”
She pulled me, protesting, down
to the living room. Her husband
was staring out the window, but
when we came in, he turned toward
us, his eyes homing first to Maida.
He came toward us clumsily, and
his gaze focused with embarrass-
ment just above my head. He was
nice. He was true blue, but he was
big, and fumbling, and shy. Why,
I thought with an inward prickle, he

was a masculine Maida, that is, the
Maida that used to be, the one we
all laughed at in high school.

Maida slipped her arm through
his and stood against him.
“Claude,” she said softly, “this is
Francie, our friend.”

There it was, I thought, all out in
the open just as if it were a picture
she was holding up for me to see.
She hadn’t changed after all. Not
Maida. She only looked different.
She was still full of the old wounds,
the old slights we kids had thought-
lessly inflicted upon her. They were
there, tender and hurting even
though the outer surface was
smooth and perfect. But it didn't
matter now. Maida was safe with
Claude, who would always under-
stand. Why shouldn’t he, when he
could match her every heartbreak?

I knew now what she meant when
she said that only she would know
when she met the man perfect for
her.

It seemed to me that they both
stood in a misty radiance of their
own as I leaned toward them, hold-
ing out my hands and wishing them
every happiness.

New Light on the Great Apostasy

(Continued from page 711)
Catholics, but few Protestants
would deny that the early Church
continued for a time with whatever
gifts, graces, and authority it might
have originally possessed. Actually,
the Catholic concept of ecclesias-
tical authority has much more in
common with Latter-day Saint
views than does the Protestant
concept.

Now let me proceed to clarify my
analysis of the meaning of John's
words.

1. The Apostle says “we know
that it is the last hour,” because his

audience had “heard that antichrist
was coming and “‘even now many
antichrists have come.” The Savior
was, of course, one of those whose
predictions were known to John's
readers. When speaking to his
Apostles concerning the destruction
of Jerusalem and the spiritual dif-
ficulties of those days, our Lord had
said:

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo,
here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
For there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall shew great signs
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

Behold, I have told you before.”
(Continued on page 746)

"Matthew 24:23.-25
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X

CoNCLUSION

ATCHING Lehi's travel-worn
‘&] band wending its way down

those delectable mountains to
the sea, one is moved to reflect that
they have come an unconscionably
long way just to build a ship. Well,
let the reader suggest some other
route. The best guide to Arabia at
the time of the writing of the Book
of Mormon imagined forests and
lakes in the center of Arabia,™
while insisting that the coasts of
that land were “a rocky wall . . . as
dismal and barren as can be: not a
blade of grass, or a green thing” to
be found.” The Book of Mormon
reverses the picture and has Lehi
avoid the heart of the continent to
discover smiling woodlands on the
southern coast. Where else could
Lehi have found his wood on
the coast? “It is quite probable,”
writes a present-day authority,
“that Solomon had to transport his
ships, or the material for them, from
the Mediterranean, for where on the
shores of the Red Sea could timber
be found for ship-building?"™"

And by what other route could
Lehi have reached his happy shore?
The terrain is more passable in the
north, but he could not have crossed
north Arabia and then followed the
east coast, for to do so he would
have had to pass through strong
and hostile kingdoms: the northern
route was closed to him for political
reasons. Equally impossible for
the same reasons would have been
a move to the west: the Mediter-
ranean was a world of closed har-
bors and closed seas. A direct
route cutting diagonally across the
peninsula would have taken the
party away from the game-filled
mountains of the coast and forced
them to travel through what we now
know to be difficult desert country,
journeying three times as far in the
sands as they actually did—and
that was the limit of their endur-
ance. Nor could they have followed
the coast all the way, because the
.804
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND RELIGION,

whole southwestern corner of the
peninsula, which Lehi avoided even
at the price of traversing part of the
terrible Empty Quarter, comprised
the kingdom of the Sabaeans, prob-
ably the strongest, richest, and most
thickly settled state Arabia has ever
had.

So, long and painful though it
was, Lehi's itinerary turns out to
have been actually the shortest and
safest, if not the only one he could
possibly have taken.

On the shore of the Arabian Sea
the story of Lehi in the Desert
properly ends. Though this has
been but a preliminary telling, still
there is enough to justify certain
reflections by way of summary.

SomE GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

We have never been very much
interested in “proving”’ the Book of
Mormon, for us its divine prove-
nance has always been an article of
faith; and its historical aspects by
far the least important thing about
it. But the “world” insists that it is
a gross and stupid forgery, a bare-
faced fraud perpetrated by an ig-
norant rustic who could hardly write
his name. They have made the
charge; let them prove it. That
should be very easy indeed if they
are right, since the accused has com-
mitted himself in no uncertain terms
and at unsparing length. The nature
of the document he pretended to be
translating is so singular and the
conditions it must fulfil so unique
and exacting, that its composer
must certainly be convicted at a
glance if he is lying. On the
other hand, if his writing shows
any tendency at all to conform
to the peculiar conditions pre-
scribed, its critics must be put to a
good deal of explaining, and if it
shows a constant tendency to con-
form to those difficult conditions, its
critics will be bankrupt. We be-
lieve that this little study, tentative
and limited as it is, nonetheless indi-
cates such a tendency beyond
reasonable. doubt.

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

What has been proved? Simply
that everything which the Book of
I Nephi says happened really could
have happened. Not that it did
happen: to prove that is neither
necessary nor possible. Unique
events in history can never be re-
constructed with certainty; but
characteristic, repeated events—
manners, customs, rituals, etc.,
things that happen not just once
but again and again in familiar
patterns—may be the object of al-
most absolute certainty. Hence they,
and not specific particulars, are the
hardest things to fake; in testing
forgeries and identifying documents
it is the general pattern that is all-
important.” If a man claims, for in-
stance, that he overheard a particu-
lar conversation or witnessed a cer-
tain act in Tahiti, we are wasting
our time trying to reconstruct the
particular event (which could hap-
pen anywhere) if only we can prove
that the man was never in Tahiti—
and on that head a few casual but
searching questions will turn the
trick.  So in talking about Lehi in
the Desert we have, as it were, put
the old patriarch on the stand as a
witness in the case of Joseph Smith
versus the world. Joseph Smith has
been accused of fraudulent prac-
tices, and Lehi is a witness for the
defense. He claims to have spent
years in certain parts of the Near
East about 2550 years ago. Is he
telling the truth?

Generations of shrewd and de-
termined prosecutors have failed to
shake Lehi’s testimony or catch him
contradicting himself. That should
be enough to satisfy the most criti-
cal. But now, lo and behold! Out of
the dust come new witnesses—Cap-
tain Hoshaiah of Lachish, a host of
sunburned explorers returned from
Lehi's deserts to tell us what life
there is like, the ancient poets of
the Arabs—and with them crates
and crates of exhibits, A to Z, seals,
inscriptions, letters, artifacts from
Lehi's own homeland. Whoever
dreamed that Lehi would one day be
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confronted with eyewitnesses to the
very scenes he claims he saw? In
the light of all this new evidence,
the defense asks that the case be
reopened.

So Lehi and the new-found wit-
nesses are cross-examined and their
answers compared. The questions
come thick and fast: What is your
name? Don’t you know there is
no such personal name? (A shard is
produced from Lehi's time and
place, and it bears the name Lehi—
quite common in those parts.)
Where did you live at the time?
What do you mean, “land of Jeru-
salem”? Don't you mean the city?
(Defense produces an ancient let-
ter showing that the territory
around the city was all known as
the land of Jerusalem in ancient
times.) Who governed Jerusalem?
What kind of men were they?
What did you do to turn them
against you? Where did you get
this great wealth you talk about?
How did you happen to learn
Egyptian? Wasn't that a waste of
time? Why didn’t you learn Baby-
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lonian? What was all the trouble
about in your family? I have quite
a list of names here—your pur-
ported family and descendants: Do
you expect the court to believe these

are genuine? If this is a genuine
list, why are there no Baal names in
it? What is this expression, “the
Lamb,” you use—don’t you know
it is only found very late? (Defense
produces example from the eighth
century B.C.) You say you had
dreams: about what? A river?
What kind of river? What is this
weird “mist of darkness”? Did you
ever see anything like it when you
were awake? (Dozens of witnesses
testify.) Don’t you think a dream
is pretty slim pretext for leaving
your country? In which direction
did you flee? How could you build
up a big caravan without being ap-
prehended? What did you take
with you? How did you travel—
on foot? How did you manage to
survive with women and children
in a terrible desert? How did you
manage to escape being killed off
by raiders? What did you eat? Did

you march continually? When you
camped, what was the first thing
you did? What kind of altar?
What sort of game did you hunt?
Where? How? Who did the hunt-
ing? Your son made a bow, you
say; where in desolate Arabia could
he find wood for that? What right
had you to go around giving new
names to places? Do you think
any sane person would give a river
and its valley different names?
(Roar of protest from Arab wit-
nesses.) Whoever called the Red
Sea a fountain? Don't you know
that there are no rivers in Arabia?
This little speech you gave to your

® sons on the river bank—isn't that
¥ whole story a bit farfetched? (More

protest from the Bedouins.) Don’t
you thing it rather silly to de-
scribe a valley as “firm and stead-
fast”? Where did your sons stay
when they went back to Jerusalem?
What about this cave? You say the
record was on metal plates. Isn't
that a rather clumsy way to keep
records? Aren't fifty men a ridicu-
lously small garrison for a city like
Jerusalem? You describe nocturnal
meetings between the elders and
the commandant: Wouldn't it be
much more sensible to hold meet-
ings by day? Do you want the
court to believe that you actually
carried grain with you on this long
and exhausting journey? Are you
trying to tell the court that you
found a paradise on the southern-
most rim of the most desolate land
on earth?*

And so on, and so on. The
reader may add to the list of search-
ing questions at will—there are
well over a hundred, and most of
them such questions as no one on
earth could have answered correct-
ly 120 years ago. The writer of
I Nephi was confronted by a hun-
dred delicately interrelated prob-
lems of extreme difficulty. The
probability of coming up with a
plausible statement by mere guess-
work once or twice is dim enough,
but the chances of repeating the
performance a hundred times in
rapid succession are infinitely re-
mote. The world through which
Lehi wandered was to the westerner
of 1830 a quaking bog without a
visible inch of footing, lost in im-~
penetrable fog; the best Bible stu-
dents were hopelessly misinformed
even about Palestine.” Yet we find

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
our guide confident and sure-
footed, never retracing his steps to
change his course, never hesitating
a moment or seeking refuge in
vague and non-committal vaporings,
never begging to be excused and
lamely falling back on an appeal
to be understood in a ‘religious”
sense only, never moving behind a
smoke screen or becoming con-
sciously or unconsciously confusing
or involved.

The present treatment of the
Lehi story leaves much to be de-
sired (we can afford to crave the
reader’s indulgence for using the
term Jew too freely or engaging
in rather fuzzy speculation on
language), but if only a fraction of
our information has been sound,
[ Nephi cannot possibly be ex-
plained on the grounds of mere
coincidence. To illustrate this, let
the reader make a simple test. Let
him sit down to write a history of
life in Tibet in the middle of
eleventh century A.D. Let him con-
struct his story wholly on the basis
of what he happens to know right
now about Tibet in the eleventh
century— that will fairly repre-
sent what was known about ancient
Arabia in 1830. In writing your
Tibetan fantasy you will enjoy one
great advantage: since the canvas
is an absolute blank, you are free
to fill it with anything that strikes
your fancy. So you should have
no trouble in getting ‘“‘smoothly
launched into your narrative,” one
critic who seemed to think that is the
only obstacle confronting the author
of the Book of Mormon. But there
are other obstacles, for in your
chronicle of old Tibet we must in-
sist that you scrupulously observe
a number of conditions: (1) you
must never make any absurd, im-
possible, or contradictory state-
ments: (2) when you are finished,
you must make no changes in the
text; (3) you must give out that
your ‘smooth narrative' is not fic-
tion but true, nay, sacred history;
(4) you must invite the ablest
orientalists to examine the text with
care, and strive diligently to see
that your book gets into the hands
of all those most eager to prove it
a forgery and most competent to
expose every flaw in it. The "au-
thor” of the Book of Mormon ob-
806
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serves all these terrifying
most scrupulously.

In your Tibetan epic you might
get something right by happy acci-
dent once in awhile, but you need
not expect to have anything authen-
tic. For consolation you may now
take these or any of the best histori-
cal novels of any age dealing with a
period a thousand or so years be-
fore the time of writing; then take
a red pencil and get to work,
checking every anachronism, in-
congruity, misinformation, and in-
accuracy in the book. The result
is scarlet carnage. But be merci-
full To realize what difficulties
confront the creative historian, one
has but to contemplate the laborious
production of the Book of Mor-
mon's latest critics.

It was all too easy for the present
author, lacking the unfair advan-
tages of either wit or learning, to
show where the above-mentioned

rules

critic  contradicts herself again
and again. It wasn't even sport-
ing. It required not one iota
of ‘“'scholarship.” Since then it

has been possible for others more
diligent and more astute to go
further and show how this author
has doctored.the footnotes repeated-
ly, while a more careful examination
of the star witness. the notorious
Bainbridge court record, shows that
that priceless treasure never ex-
isted!*™”

A Victor Hugo or an Anatole
France can tell a convincing story
when he is near to his own land
and time, but let any writer, even
the most learned, slip back a cou-
ple of thousand years and five or
six thousand miles around the
globe, and he finds himself in a
treacherous slough from which he
can only extricate himself by taking
frankly to the wings of fantasy. It
is not the particular events but the
general background and atmosphere
of their stories and a thousand lit-
tle slips of detail that oblige Messrs.
White and Douglas to wink know-
ingly and tell us it's all in fun.
Any handbook on Greek and
Roman antiquities can supply a
writer with all the accurate detail
he can possibly use, but no writer
yet has succeeded in integrating a
mass of such stuff together into a
simple, natural, and flawless whole.
Naomi Mitchison comes nearest,

perhaps, but only because she wise-
ly confines herself to describing such
timeless things as mountains, seas,
and human emotions. Nephi im-
parts his information in such sim-
ple, effortless, and matter-of-fact
discourse that the reader -easily
overlooks the vast mass of detail he
has succeeded in weaving into a
natural and uncomplicated pattern.
What writer of historical fiction
has ever remotely approached such
an achievement?

But haven't we been decidedly
partial in dealing with the story of
Lehi? Of course we have. We are
the counsel for the defense. Our
witnesses have all been of our own
choosing, but no one can deny that
they are competent and unpreju-
diced. We invite the prosecution
to cross-examine the witnesses. To
date they have not done so, but in-
stead have brought their own wit-
nesses into court, up-to-date intel-
lectuals who can tell us just exactly
what the accused was thinking
when he wrote the Book of Mor-
mon. Such evidence is not evi-
dence at all—it is bad science, bad
history, and even bad newspaper-
reporting and would be rejected by
any court in the land. But it might
impress the half-educated jury, and
that is its purpose. We can best
explain the new trend in Book of
Mormon criticism by a little parable.

A young man once claimed he had
found a large diamond in his field
as he was ploughing. He put the
stone on display to the public free
of charge, and everyone took sides.
A psychologist showed, by citing
some famous case studies, that the
young man was suffering from a
well-known form of delusion. An
historian showed that other men
have also claimed to have found dia-
monds in fields and been deceived.
A geologist proved that there were
no diamonds in the area but only
quartz: The young man had been
fooled by a quartz. When asked
to inspect the stone itself, the
geologist answered with a weary,
tolerant smile and a kindly shake
of the head. An English professor
showed that the young man in de-
scribing his stone used the very
same language that others had
used in describing uncut diamonds:
he was, therefore, simply speaking

(Continued on page 824)
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(Continued from page 806)

the common language of his time.
A sociologist showed that only three
out of 177 florists’ assistants in four
major cities believed the stone was
genuine. A clergyman wrote a
book to show that it was not the
young man but someone else who
had found the stone.

Finally an indigent jeweler named
Snite pointed out that since the
stone was still available for ex-
amination the answer to the ques-
tion of whether it was a diamond
or not had absolutely nothing
to do with who found it, or whether
the finder was honest or sane, or
who believed him, or whether he
would know a diamond from a
brick, or whether diamonds had
ever been found in fields, or
whether people had ever been
fooled by quartz or glass, but was
to be answered simply and solely
by putting the stone to certain well-
known tests for diamonds. Experts
on diamonds were called in. Some
of them declared it genuine. The
others made nervous jokes about it
and declared that they could not
very well jeopardize their dignity
and reputations by appearing to
take the thing too seriously. To
hide the bad impression thus made,
someone came out with the theory
that the stone was really a synthetic
diamond, very skilfully made, but a
fake just the same. The objection
to this is that the production of a
good synthetic diamond 120 years
ago would have been an even more
remarkable feat than the finding of
a real one.

The moral of this story is that
the testimony brought out by the
prosecution, however learned, has
been to date entirely irrelevant and
immaterial. It is hardly necessary
to observe that it is also incompe-
tent, since it is highly argumentative
and based entirely on conclusions
of the witnesses, who have further-
more already made up their minds,
on other grounds, that the accused
is guilty.

Another thing, the prosecution
must prove their case to the hilt: it
is not enough to show, even if they
could, that there are mistakes in the
Book of Mormon, for all humans
make mistakes; ‘what they must
explain is how the “author’ of that
book happened to get so many

things right.* Eighty-odd years of
zealous searching by the Palestine
Exploration Fund have brought to
light little or nothing proving the
Exodus; to this day “of the story
of . . . Saul, David, Solomon, or
even of their existence, there is no
trace whatever outside of Pales-
tine.” Yet this shortage of evi-
dence by no means disproves the
Bible. We should not have been
disappointed or surprised to find
all the records completely silent
on matters relevant to the Book of
Mormon; yet they have been far
from that. If a man makes a mis-
take in solving a very complex
mathematical problem, that proves
nothing as to his ability as a mathe-
matecian, for the greatest make
slips. But if he shows a correct
solution for the problem, it is
impossible to explain away his suc-~
cess as an accident, and we must
recognize him, whoever he is, as a
bona fide mathematician. So it is
with the author of I Nephi: If we
could find mistakes in his work, we
could readily explain and forgive
them, but when he keeps coming up
with the right answer time after
time, we can only accept his own
explanation of how he does it.

One significant aspect of the
story of Lehi in the Desert must
not be overlooked. It is wholly,
from beginning to end, a history of
the Old World. There is in it not
so much as a hint of the noble red
man. Nothing in it ever betrays the
slightest suspicion that the drama is
going to end in the New World.
Lehi’s people thought they had
found their promised land in Bounti-
ful by the sea and were horribly
upset when Nephi, who himself had
thought the project impossible
(I Nephi 17:8-9), undertook by
special instruction to build a ship.

From what oriental romance,
then, was the book of I Nephi
stolen? Compare it with any at-
tempts to seize the letter and the
spirit of the glamorous East, from
Voltaire to Grillparzer, nay, with
the soberest oriental histories of
the time, and it will immediately be-
come apparent how unreal, extrava-
gant, overdone, and stereotyped
they all are, and how scrupulously
Nephi has avoided all the pitfalls
into- which even the best scholars

(Continued on page 826)
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Lehi in the Desert

(Continued from page 824)

were sure to fall. There is no
point at all to the question: Who
wrote the Book of Mormon? It
would have been quite as impossible
for the most learned man alive in
1830 to have written the book as it
was for the unschooled Joseph
Smith. And whoever would ac-
count for the Book of Mormon by
any theory suggested so far—save
one—must completely rule out the
first forty pages.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

8%Conder’s Arabia, in The Modern Traveller
series (London, 1825), p. 14f; p. 9: *“. . . small
mountainous oases . . . seem to form a continued
line from the southeast of Palestine to Omaun.
330]dem, p. 348f
31Stewart Perowne, ‘‘Note on I Kings, Ch. X,
1-13,"" PEFQ 1939, p. 200

32This principle is well illustrated in Cheesman's
criticism of Palgrave. Though the latter's descrip-
tions of Hufuf are so full of “‘sheer inaccuracy'’ and
“blazing indiscretion’' as to appear almost pure
fabrications, and though “Palgrave’s map of Hufuf is
so full of inaccuracies that I have not been able
even to orient it," Cheesman nonetheless concludes
that ““The picture Palgrave painted of Hufuf, its
gardens, its archways, and its industries and peo-
ple could only have been composed by an
eye-witness.”” No matter how imperfect the details,
the general picture presents objects that would not
have been mentioned if they had not been seen.
(In Unknown Arabia. pp. 67-71.) *“It is only too
easy,”’ writes the same author, ‘‘however careful one
may be, to fall into little inaccuracies in an endeavor
to put color into one's own description of a coun-
try, and it is easier still, as I found, to come
behind and point out the shortcomings of a predeces-
sor.” (Id., p. 70.) This is a powerful argument
indeed for the sober and detailed account of Nephi,
whose mistakes of detail we could pardon if we
could discover them. The same principle applies to
the study of documents. How do we know, for ex-
ample, that the text of Manetho, an ancient Egyptian,
is actually preserved in the late Greek writing that
has come down to us. Because, says Ed. Meyer
(G.d.A. 1.2.24), it is just the sorf of text that
one would expect to find on an Egyptian papyrus.
Details are secondary.

333"“Scientific study of the historical topography
of the Holy Land' really began with the first jour-
ney of Ed. Robinson in 1838 (Bull. Am. Sch. Or.
Res. 74, p. 2). Yet forty years later a leading au-
thority on Palestine writes, ‘‘Few countries are
more traveled in than Palestine; and in few are
the manners and customs of the people less known.
" (Clearmont-Ganneau in PEFQ 1875, 202f.)

The official statement of the Palest. Expl. Fund.
ten years later was, "“There is scarcely anything
definite known about the desert of the Wandering."
(Palmer in Surv. Wstn. Palest. Spec. Papers., p.
73.) The Bible itself, instead of clearing up prob-
lems, is the main cause for the ‘'great discrepan-
cies'" in the reports of observers, according to
Palmer. (Desert of the Exodus 1, 2.) The classic
example of this is Dr. H. Clay Trumbull's Kadesh
Barnea, recommended by high authorities in 1884
as the standard work on the south desert and
“accepted by biblical geographers as the authority
on the district,”" right down to our own times,
when Woolley and Lawrence finally showed it to be

utterly ‘‘fantastic’* and worse than worthless.
(PEFQ 1914, p. 19f; The Wilderness of Zin, p.
71f.) As to Clarke’s work on the same area,

published in the PEFQ in 1883 (the year after
Trumbull's farce), it was so absurd that the same
critics content themselves with remarking: ““We will
not print comments on this."" (Wilderness of Zin,
p. 73, n. 1.) In 1935 Col. Newcombe wrote. ‘I had
several books on the subject of the Wanderings,
but nearly all were written by idealistic but very
inexperienced visitors; most of these books had
entirely missed the truth from lack of knowledge of
the country or understanding of the Beduin mind.
Each seemed to exaggerate grossly his own little
theory at the expense of anyone else's."” (PEFQ
1935, p. 110-1.) Yet even if the Bible were a
foolproof guide, the story of Lehi goes far beyond
it. The fact ‘‘that the Pharoahs were masters of
the country in the time of Joshua. and the early
Judges . . . would not have been suspected by the
readers of the Biblical narrative alone, but is one
of the assured results of archaeology.” (Caiger,
Bible and Spade, p. 69f.) Just so the Book of First
Nephi is full of things that ‘‘would not have been
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suspected by readers of the Biblical narrative alone,"
and yet are now among ‘‘the assured results of
archaeology. The complete and general disagree-
ment of the experts as to what happened when
Nebl:ichbadn;::farAinvaded Palestine is nicely illus-
trated by Prof. Albright in Jnl. Bibl. Lit. 51
TR ] it. 51 (1932),

#4See preceding note. Doughty feels that it is nec-
essary to correct persistent misconceptions of ‘‘Orien-
talism" in the western mind: the ‘‘tales of an
E_uropef_m Orientalism'’ are entirely romantic and
misleading (Arabia Deserta 1, 96); in Arabia there

is “]itt.lle (or nothing) of ‘Orientalism.' "’ (Id. I,
0'31 - That fantastic Orientalism’ (he writes in
his index) “'which is as it were the odour of a

lady's casket, is not Arabian but foreign.”” Travel in
the East is by no means a sure corrective to these
warped views, and might even have the opposite
effect, according to Ed. Meyer (Gesch. d. Alt.
1.2.10), for in the East in modern as in ancient
times, unscrupulous guides and many other thingg

con_spire to ‘‘take in'" the western traveler and ex~
ploit and excite his gullibility. A present-day
traveler would have a harder time than ever to

duplicate the conditions of Lehi's day, for in large
parts of the East “‘the old Bedu tradition has been
shattered but nothing has taken its place.” (E. Ep-
stein in PEFQ 1939, p. 69.) In 1865 the Pales-
tine Exploration PFund was founded to dispel the
clouds of ignorance and misinformation that still
enveloped the Holy Land. (PEFQ 1910, p. 192.)
Most of the area covered in I Nephi has never
been studied, and of the south desert, a main ob-
jective of the Palestine Exploration Fund for many
years, a specialist could still write in 1938, *‘Our
study of this interesting district has only just be-
gun.”” (G. E. Kirk, ‘‘Archaeological Exploration in
the Southern Desert,”’ (PEFQ 1938, p. 214.) '"Today
Arabia is still almost absolutely closed to the investi-
gations of science,”” wrote Pere M. Lagrange,
Etudes sur les Religions Semetiques,”” Revue Bib-
ligue X, 39. In the 1920's Cheesman, prepara-
tory to traveling in central Arabia, ‘‘searched all
sources for first-hand information without avail."”
(Unknown Arabia, p. 15.) In 1921, according to the
same authority, ‘‘Nothing was known of the coast of
Oguair, beyond that it was a bay,”” (p. 31), though
this is one of the most approachable parts of
Arabia. Even Burton could write: ‘“Of the Rub'a
al-Khali I have heard enough, from credible relators,
to conclude that its horrid depths swarm with a
large and half-starving population,” (Pilg. to Al-
Madinah, etc. 1, 3); Philb and Thomas have shown
in our own day that its horrid depths do nothing
of the sort, nor ever have. If intelligent people
have let their imaginations run wild, it has been
because there was no other way of supplying missing
information: ““The life of the nomad patriarchs
and the wanderers of Israel (and, we might add, of

Lehi) in the desert present the greatest contrast
with our European customs,’ says Baldensperger
(PEFQ 1901, p. 185), “and we cannot wonder

that Colenso found in the book of Genesis so many
statements which seemed to him incompatible with
his own ideas.”” The proof of Genesis lies in the
very fact that those statements are incompatible
with western ideas. Conder’s Arabia, p. 7, fur-
nishes an interesting picture of how the best author-
ities regarded Arabia at the time the Book of
Mormon was written: ‘“The whole peninsula,
Neibuhr says, may be considered as an immense
pile of mountains, encircled with a belt of flat, arid,
sandy ground,”’ almost the exact opposite of the
true picture.

3%5The writer is here referring to his No Ma’am,

That's Not History (Bookcraft, 1946), and to the
more basic investigations of Alma Burton of
Brigham Young University. Especially, however,

the reader is referred to the definitive handling of
the court records by Dr. Francis W. Kirkham, A
New Witness of Christ in America (Enlarged 2nd

Edition, Zion's Publishing Company, Independence,
Mo., 1947), pp. 370-394.

3Any reader possessed of boundless time and
patience may discover the answers to these and

hundreds of like searching questions in the fore-
going articles. On one point the author has been
taken to task by readers of the Book of Mormon in
recent weeks:

At present the claim is being put forth in some
quarters that the story of Laban's demise is absurd,
if not impossible. It is said that Nephi could not

have killed Laban and made his escape. Those
who are familiar with night patroling in wartime,
however, will see in Nephi's tale a coavincing

and realistic account. In the first place, the higher
critics are apparently not aware that the lighting
of city streets, except for festivals, is a blessing
unknown to ages other than our own. Hundreds
of passages might be cited from ancient writers,
classic and oriental, to show that in times gone
by, the streets at night, even of the biggest cities,
were very dark and hence very dangerous. To
move about late at night without lamp bearers and
armed guards was to risk almost certain assault.
In times of social unrest we know from many sources,
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that streets at night were virtually given over to
the underworld, as they were in some European
cities during the blackouts of the late war. The
extreme narrowness of the ancient streets made
their blackout doubly effective. From the ancient
comedy we learn how heavily barred and closely
guarded the doors of private houses had to be at
night, and archaeology has shown us Eastern cities
in which apparently not a single house window
opened onto the public street. East and West,
the inmates simply shut themselves in at night as
if in a besieged fortress. Even in Shakespeare's
day we see the comical terror of the night watch
passing through the streets at hours when all
honest people are behind doors. In a word, the
streets of any ancient city at night (the classic
trial of Alcibiades proves this strikingly) were a
perfect setting for the committing of deeds of vio-
lence without fear of detection.

It was very late when Nephi came upon Laban
(I Ne. 4:5 22); the streets were deserted and
dark. Let the reader imagine what he would do
if he were on patrol near an enemy headquarters
during a blackout and stumbled on the unconscious
form of some notoriously bloodthirsty enemy
general. By the brutal code of war the enemy has
no claim to a formal trial, and it is now or never.
Laban was wearing armor, so the only chance of
dispatching him quickly, painlessly, and safely was
to cut off his head—the conventional treatment of
criminals in the East, where beheading has always
been by the sword, and where an executioner
would be fined for failing to decapitate his vic-
tim at one clean stroke. Nephi drew the sharp,
heavy weapon and stood over Laban a long time,
debating his course. (I Ne. 4:9-18.) He was a
powerful man and an expert hunter: With due
care such a one would do a neat job and avoid
getting much blood on himself. But why should
he worry about that. There was no chance of
meeting any honest citizen, and in the dark no
one would notice the blood anyway. What they
would notice, even in the dark, would be the armor
that Nephi put on. The armor, incidentally, like
the sword, could be easily wiped clean. The
donning of the armor was the shrewd and natural
thing for Nephi to do. A number of instances from
the last war could be cited to show that a spy in
the enemy camp is never so safe as when he is
wearing the insignia of a high military official:
No one dares challenge such people (who are
often touchy); their business is at all times ‘‘top
secret,”” and their uniform gives them complete
freedom to come and go unquestioned.

Nephi tells us that he was ‘‘led by the spirit.”
He was not taking impossible chances, but being in
a tight place he followed the surest formula of
those who have carried- off ticklish assignments.
He was clear of the town before anything was
discovered. In his whole exploit there is nothing the
least improbable.

(The End)
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(Concluded from page 766)
the mission in Czechoglovakia. Be~
sides his twelve years in the mission
field, he has served four years as
a member of the Parleys Ward
bishopric in Salt Lake City and been
active in ward Mutual work,

He and Mrs. Toronto are the
parents of six children—three sons
and three daughters.
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to the M Men Committee of the
general board.
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