Author’'s Note

HE epistolary form of this

series of articles, is the style
in which the writer most com-
monly expounds his views. Al-
though “Professor F."” to whom
these letters are addressed is a
purely fictitious anthropologist
in an eastern university, he is
typical of many a real corre-
| spondent, and the letters them-
selves are no less typical. If
“F." seems unduly meek and
teachable, that is because with
the limited space at our disposal
| it would be folly to engage in
| long and needless controversies.

My dear Professor F.:

WARNED you that you would find
the Book of Mormon full of
strange and puzzling things.
Please don’t hesitate to tell me
what you think; above all, there is
no need to be concerned about of-
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fending my religious sensibilities.
The Book of Mormon is tough; it
thrives on investigation; you may
kick it around like a football, as
many have done; and I promise you
it will wear you out long before you
ever make a dent in it.

As to your first objection, you
say that you are disturbed by the
apparent attempt of the Book of
Mormon to trace the origin of our
Indian tribes to a single city in the
Near East and to a time as recent
as 600 B. C. This would seem to
you to be a much too simple and
limited explanation for everything.
It seems so to me, too. But since
you have only begun your reading
of the Book of Mormon, my urgent
advice to you is, read on! There

—Painting by Goff Dowding
An artist’s conception of the brother of Jared, at the time of the Tower of Babel, crying unto the Lord that their language be not confounded.
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is a great surprise awaiting you in
the next to last book. Far from
being oversimplified, this strange
history is extremely varied and
complicated. As you know, the
missionaries in the early days of
the Church recommended the Book
of Mormon to the world as “a
history of the Indians,” Indians
being one of the few subjects on
which Americans in general pos-
sessed some information and on
which their interest could be easily
aroused. But as a matter of fact,
the Book of Mormon is not so much
a history of the Indians as of their
distant ancestors—people as dif-
ferent from them in many things as
our Anglo-Saxon forefathers are
from us. The story of the Indians
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only begins where the Book of
Mormon ends: before that it deals
largely with those great city-build-
ing nations of the south, about
whom you know much more than
I do.

But before the Book of Mormon
ever approaches your glamorous
field, it has a good deal to say about
another culture, one that has been
much studied in our day and can
still be examined at first hand,
namely (of all things) that of the
desert Arabs, which is brought be-
fore our eyes in First Nephi with a
vividness and clarity which, I be-
lieve, say much for the authenticity
of the record. The same book also
gives us a glimpse into the life of
the prosperous and civilized "Jews
at Jerusalem” in the days of Zede-
kiah, briefer but no less clear and
specific than the picture of life in
the desert.

Already, you see, this remarkable
document offers to impart informa-
tion on no less than four widely-
divergent cultures. I leave it to
you whether an accurate descrip-
tion of any one of them, with the
possible exception of some Indian
tribes, would have been possible
from source materials available in
the days of Joseph Smith. But it
is to the culture number five that
I would now call your attention.
The last history in the Book of
Mormon, which goes under the

THE Book of Mormon is tough; it thrives on investi-
gation; you may kick it around like a football, as
many have done; and it will wear you out long before

you ever make a dent in it.

are free to laugh at this, but if you
think I am trespassing, what would
you say of a man who tried to give
an account of life in that prehis-
toric world from what was known
of it 120 years ago!

With the same unfaltering and
unhurried step that led us across
the sands of Arabia (and you must
agree that that was a marvelous
performance), the author of the
Book of Mormon now conducts us
into a world so remote, so utterly
different from anything within the
scope of the Biblical or classical
student, that if we would follow
him, we must acquire a whole new
gear and tackle for the journey. I
think we are agreed that it would
take a great deal of training for any-
one to acquire the background nec-
essary to compose First Nephi. Now
imagine any man insane enough to
try after such colossal exertions
to write another such story, of equal
length and detail but this time about
a totally different race of people, liv-
ing in an age far removed from the
other and in a wholly different geo-
graphical setting! As far as I know,
not even Joseph Smith ever called
anyone’s attention to this prodi-
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title of Ether, is even more wonder-
ful in my opinion than the first. It
takes us into the twilight world of
proto-history where the dim half-
described shadow-empires of Asia
are only in our day beginning to
take on recognizable form. As you
know, my constitutional weakness
for whatever is vague and fuzzy
has drawn me irresistibly to this
dangerous area, and I have been
guilty of a number of lengthy arti-
cles on matters that sensible peo-
ple hold to be unsearchable. You
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gious feat; we all take it for granted.
Yet you will soon see that the au-
thor of Ether could have obtained
precious little help from any mate-
rials used in writing First Nephi. On
the contrary, the former experience
could only tend to embarrass any
attempt at a new history, which
would call for an entirely new train-
ing and preparation.

What the author of Ether has to
supply is not a new plot but all new
props and scenery. Every century
sees its wars, treaties, migrations,

and so forth, but always in a dif-
ferent setting; so that the test of
an historical document lies, as we
have so often insisted, not in the
story it tells but in the casual de-
tails that only an eyewitness can
have seen. The story of Jared and
the story of Lehi have the same
theme, the familiar one of the right-
eous man who leads his people out
of a doomed and wicked world.
There is nothing original in that:
it is also the story of Noah, Enoch,
Abraham, Moses, “The Church in
the Wilderness,”" and, for that mat-
ter, the restored Church. But what
a setting! What strange institu-
tions and practices! How shall we
ever be able to check up on such
recondite stuff? It is going to re-
quire a bit of doing, and so I would
advise you to prepare yourself for
a long siege.

As you know, it.is my unfortu-
nate habit either to write appallingly
long letters (twenty pages yet) or
none at all. Since you have set this
off by accusing the Book of Mor-
mon of proposing an over-simplified
story of the Indians, I am not going
to let go of your throbbing wrist
until, Hamlet-like, I have forced you
to look upon a number of strange
and disturbing pictures. Had the
Jaredites lived in a vacuum, their
story would today be beyond the
reach of criticism. But they did
not live in a vacuum: the Book of
Ether tells us that they continued
in the New World the customs and
vices that had flourished in the Old.
If, then, we can only find out what
people were up to in the homeland
at that early day we will have our
“control” for the Ether story. That,
as you will recall, is the way we
handled the problem of Lehi in the
desert—found out what was going
on in the world that Nephi was
supposed to be describing and then
compared the data with what Nephi
had to tell us. The task of check-
ing up on Lehi's activities was
greatly simplified by the fact that
the Beduins of Arabia do things
in our day much as they did them
in his. What we find in Central
Asia—TJared’s country—are cus-
toms equally stable.

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)

“But,” I can hear you snorting,
“what about the evidence?” It is
one thing, I will admit, to read
Arabic, and another to lisp the
chaste Mongolian. From the isola-
tion of Utah it is not possible to do
more than skim the top of our ma-
terials; but if you will hasten to
consult the bibliographies of such
standard works as McGovern and
Vernadsy, you will see that even
they have hardly done more. Until
someone appears who is competent
to deal with the difficult documents
—a Classicist who is also a Sinol-
ogist, an Indologian, an expert on
Semitics, Turkish, Slavic, and what-
not, in short, another Vambery—we
must be content to base our specu-
lations on the limited materials with-
in our control. Our whole justifi-
cation is that these are adequate,
as in the case of Lehi, to prove what
we want to prove, no more. And
what are we going to prove? That
certain strange and unfamiliar
things described in Ether actually
could have taken place as described,
because they actually did take
place—characteristically and re-
peatedly—in those very cultural
areas in which, according to the
Book of Mormon, the Jaredites ac-
quired their culture and civilization.

And what are those ‘“materials”
to which we have been so darkly
alluding? They come in periods. To
illustrate, let us say that there is a
peculiar custom—of the royal court
or the hunt, for example—described
in Ether. We find the same custom
described by modern travelers in
Central Asia (source number one);
Christian and Moslem merchants,
geographers, and missionaries re-
port the same peculiar custom in
the same region in the Middle Ages
(source number two ); next we move
back another seven or eight hundred
years and behold: the spies and
ambassadors of the Byzantine court
describe the same custom (source
number three, and so on), for which
we are now beginning to feel a
measure of respect! Moving back
through the centuries, we find that
classical historians from Cassio-
dorus to Herodotus, a full thou-
sand years apart, mention the same
custom, and then slipping back
another fifteen hundred to two
thousand years we read about it in
the records of the Assyrians and
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Babylonians. Last of all, the Rus-
sian archaeologists find evidence
for the same thing in prehistoric
times. From these many points of
reference we may project as it were
a smooth curve right back to the
Jaredites, and safely assume that
when the Book of Ether describes
the very institutions depicted in
these records of early Asia it is on
solid ground. In each instance, how-
ever, you will have to be the judge,
for all we can give at the present
interval is a sampling of the evi-
dence. You may have to wait thirty
years for the rest of it.

Please note that we are limiting
our curiosity to the sort of thing
that happened. The exact time and
place of any specific event are no
concern of ours. Such matters are
always open to dispute, and in the
case of the Jaredites they don't
begin to come within guessing dis-
tance. Bear in mind that these peo-
ple lived their lives in a realm far
removed from the current of world
history; in a dateless age they took
their culture from the common
source and thereafter were on their
own until they disappeared from
the earth. What difference whether
they had a battle in one spot or
another—in one year or another?
The important thing is that they
did have battles and, for our pur-
pose, that those battles followed
patterns of warfare peculiar to
Central Asia. We specialize in
patterns.

COUNTRY DOCTOR
(For my Grandfather)

By Eleanor A. Chaffee

I REMEMBER him as one recalls

Not form or feature, but a heart well-
known.

I remember his strong New England walls

Stripped by harsh winter to the granite
bone.

His door was never locked—his rest un-
broken.

The horse’s harness, ready to his hand,

Waited the urgent step, the low word
spoken.

Many a night his buggy used to stand

Outside a farmhouse, while he parried
Death

With grave eyes and a touch made sure
by years.

His was the burden of the faltering breath

Steadied: the faintest sound a doctor
hears.

Across my life his passing shadow fell:
I never met him, but I know him well.

The first chapter of our text
gives us warning not to be dog-
matic about chronology. Three
times in the genealogical list of
thirty names running back to “the
great tower’’ the word “‘descendant”
occurs in place of “son.” (1:6, 16,
23.) As you know, in Hebrew and
other languages ‘“son” and ‘‘de-
scendant” are both rendered by one
very common word. One and the
same word describes a modern Jew
and Father Isaac as “sons” of
Abraham—the word is understood
differently in each case, but is not
written differently. A person con-
fined to a written text would have
no means of knowing when ben
should be taken to mean “son” in
a literal sense and when it means
merely “descendant,” The ancient
Hebrews knew perfectly well when
to make the distinction: like the
Arabs and Maoris they kept their
records in their heads, and the men-
tion of a particular patriarch as-
sumed that the hearer was familiar
with his line down to his next im-
portant descendant, the written
lists being a mere outline to estab-
lish connections between particular
lines—the name of a patriarch was
enough to indicate his line, which
did not have to be written out in
full. Sir Leonard Woolley has
some interesting things to say on
this subject in his book Abraham.
Now Ether proves, at least to Lat-
ter-day Saints, that “son” and “de-
scendant” were both used in the
ancient genealogies, which thus do
not present an unbroken father-to-
son relationship. We are told that
the genealogy in Ether belongs to
the second part of a record and
that “the first part of this record . . .
is had among the Jews.” (1:3). So
we may regard the Old Testament
genealogies as the earlier part of
this same list and are thus faced
with the possibility, long suspected
by many, that in Biblical genealo-
gies ben must sometimes be read
“son” and sometimes ‘‘descendant,”
though men have long since lost
the knowledge that enabled the an-
cient ruler to make the necessary
distinction. The result is, of course,
that our Biblical genealogies as we
read them today may be much too
short.

Incidentally, the genealogy in
Ether, chapter one, explains why

(Continued on page 673)
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clear his will appertaining to the
spiritual and temporal health of
his children.
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(Continued from page 630)
neither the brother of Jared nor his
children are ever named. (We are
not even told how many sons he
had, though Jared's own sons are
listed by name.) This once puz-
zled me, since the brother of Jared
is by all odds the most important
character in the book. It is, of
course, because “he that wrote this”
is a direct descendant of Jared (1:2,
32), and not of Jared's brother,
and is giving the history of his own
line only.

To get involved in Andree’s
eighty-eight versions of the Flood
story, or the sixty-four conflicting
accounts of the dispersion listed
by von Schwarz, might jeopardize
the terseness and brevity that give
our little notes their gem-like qual-
ity. Let us consign such matters
to the decent obscurity of a foot-
note.”* As long as you insist on
having the evidence for everything
by the way, you cannot object to
an occasional reference in small
print. The trouble with the Babel
story is that we are told so little.
A few short enigmatic verses in
Genesis are not enough in them-
selves to justify the dogmatic re-
constructions and wild surmises that
have raged about the tower. Ether
has the support of the latest con-
clusions, based on Genesis, chapter
10, that when the tower was built,
the people had already been “‘spread
abroad in the earth after the del-
uge”’ for some time. When our
source describes a particular region

(Continued on following page)

*Numbers refer to bibliography at end
of article.
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(Continued from preceding page)
as “‘that quarter where there never
had man been” (Ether 2:5), the
implication is that men had certainly
been in other quarters. Moreover,
Jared's people were reluctant to
leave their homes, and when they
were finally ‘“driven out of the
land,” they took with them flocks,
herds, and seeds of every kind, to-
gether with the knowledge and
skills (they even took books with
them ) necessary to establish a great
civilization—all these things being
the necessary products of a long-
established and widespread econ-
omy. Civilization meets us full-
blown, nay, decadent, in the pages
of Ether. One looks in vain for
any sign of evolution in the Book
of Mormon. This is a red rag to
the social scientists, I know, but
that is only because social scien-
tists don’t read the historical docu-
ments, which, if they only knew it,
are the inexhaustible field notes and
lab. notes of the human race. To
those whose view of the world
comes from questionnaires and text-
books, it seems incredible that the
early dynastic civilization of Sumer,
for example, should be so far ahead
of later cultures that ‘‘compared
with it everything that comes later
seems almost decadent; the handi-
crafts must have reached an
astounding perfection.” It is hard
to believe that the great Babylonian
civilization throughout the many
centuries in which it flourished was
merely coasting, sponging off the
achievements of a much earlier
civilization which by all rights
should have been “‘primitive’”’; yet
that is exactly the picture that
Meissner gives us in his great
study.* It is against the rules that
those artistic attainments for which
Egypt is most noted—the matchless
portraits, the wonderful stone ves-
sels, the exquisite weaving—should
reach their peak at the very dawn
of Egyptian history, in the pre-
dynastic period, yet such is the case.
It is in the earliest dynasties, and
not in the later ones, that technical
perfection and artistic taste of the
Egyptians in jewelry, furniture,
ceramics, etc., are most ‘‘advanced.”
Is it not odd that the very earliest
piece of literature surviving in the
heritage of western literature should
also be incomparably the best? That

the first of all novels and dramas
should be still the best? Are not
the earliest paintings of the human
race to this day unexcelled? Please
note that we are only able to pass
judgment on those things which
happen to have survived from those
remote ages: We assume that those
people were crude and primitive in
all other things, until some of those
other things turn up and-show them
to be far ahead of us. We must
admit, for example, that the stone
chipping of certain paleolithic
hunters has never been equaled
since their day; it so happens that
stone implements are all that have
survived from those people—have
we any right to deny them perfec-
tion in other things? Is there any
reason for supposing that their
wood or leather work was inferior?
Anyone with a modern education
will tell you without hesitation that
the earliest weaving of our an-
cestors must have been very crude
indeed. But when contrary to all
expectations, some of that cloth is
actually found, the French experts
give it careful examination and de-
clare it the equal of the very finest
stuff we are capable of producing
today.® The only weapons that
have survived from prehistoric
times are far more suited for their
purpose than a modern rifle. The
deadliest of all hunting weapons
remains to this day the stone-
headed (not steel-headed) ar-
row. In my recent labors on
the marked arrows I had occa-
sion to assemble an impressive
amount of evidence on this head.’
Eyre has recently supplied a good
deal of evidence to prove that our
“primitive” ancestors enjoyed a
good deal more security, comfort,
and pleasure in life than we do.
Moreover, as an anthropologist you
know perfectly well that backward
and primitive people may have
mental powers equaling or excelling
our own—Ilook at Elkin's Australian
aborigines or, if they are too far
away, I can lead you to some In-
dians who in some things can make
us feel like cretins. If it would not
take us too far afield, I could show
you that the dogma of the evolu-
tionary advancement of the human
race as a whole is nothing but an
impressive diploma which the nine-
teenth century awarded—summa
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cum laude—to itself. Modern man
is a self-certified genius who, hav-
ing pinned the blue ribbon on his
own lapel, proceeds to hand out
all the other awards according as
the various candidates are more or
less like him.

“Yes,” I can hear you say, “but
there must have been a long evolu-
tion behind all these early achieve-
ments.” Which is for you to prove,
not assume, if you are a scientist.
What is certain to date is (a) that
their evolutionary background has
not been discovered, and (b) that
there is no record of subsequent im-
provement through all these thou-
sands of years. So let the biologists
talk of evolution; for the historian
it has no meaning.

By now I imagine I have placed
you into such a state that you would
refuse to read farther even if I had
the time to write more. I leave you
now with a promise of coming at-
tractions, pending your willingness
to carry on the discussion. Be so
good as to indicate your reactions
to all these words, and I shall con-
duct myself accordingly.

(To be continued)
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Tue TowER

Dear Professor F.

N REPLY to my sustained blast of
l the 17th inst. you tax me with

“a naive and gullible acceptance
of the Tower of Babel story.” I
knew you would. Most people be-
lieve quite naively that Lincoln
wrote the Gettysburg Address, but
their totally uncritical acceptance of
the fact does not prevent it from
being true. You may accept any
story naively or you may take it
critically.  'What would you say if
I were to accuse you of being very
simple and gullible in rejecting the
story of the tower? The cornerstone
of “sound scholarship” in our day
is the comfortable doctrine that the
answer no can never be quite as
wrong as the answer yes, a proposi-
tion which to my knowledge has
never been demonstrated. Excuse
me if I seem recalcitrant, but I find
it odd that the one skill most ap-
preciated and rewarded in those
circles where one hears everlasting-
ly of “the inquiring mind” and the
importance of “finding out for one’s
self” is the gift and power of taking
things for granted. Even our Lat-
ter-day Saint intellectuals are con-
vinced that the way to impress the
Gentiles is not to acquire a mastery
of their critical tools, (how few
even know Latin!), but simply to
defer in all things to their opinions.

Think back, my good man, to the
first act of recorded history. What
meets our gaze as the curtain rises?
People everywhere building towers.
And why are they building towers?
To get to heaven. The tower was,
to use the Babylonian formula, the
markaz shame u irtisim, the “bind-
ing-place of heaven and earth,”
where alone one could establish
contact with the upper and lower
worlds. That goes not only for
Babylonia but also for the whole
ancient world, as I have pointed
out at merciless length in my recent
study on the Hierocentric State.”
The towers were artificial moun-
tains, as any textbook will tell you,
and no temple-complex could be
without one. The labors of Dom-
bart, Jeremias, Andrae, Burrows,
and others shall spare us the pains
of showing you these towers scat-
tered everywhere throughout the
old world as a means of helping
men get to heaven.”* The legends

*Numbers refer to bibliography at end of article.
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concerning them are legion, but they
all fall into the same pattern: In
the beginning an ambitious race of
men tried to get to heaven by climb-
ing a mountain or tower; they failed
and then set out to conquer the
world. A thoroughly typical ver-
sion of the story is a variant found
in Jewish and Christian apocryphal
writers in which the sons of Seth
(the angels, in some versions),
eager to regain the paradise Adam
had lost, went up on to Mt. Her-
mon, and there lived lives of re-
ligious asceticism, calling themselves
“the Watchers” and “the Sons of
Elohim.” It was an attempt to estab-
lish the heavenly order, and it
failed, the embittered colony de-
scending the mountain to break the
covenant, marry the daughters of
Cain, and beget a race of "men
notorious for murders and robber-
ies.” Determined to possess the
earth if they could not possess

Lord,” founded the kingdom of
Babel, and in the next chapter that
Babel was the name of the tower
builded to reach to heaven. This
Nimrod seems to be the original
arch-type of the Mad Hunter.” His
name is for the Jews at all times the
very symbol of rebellion against
God and of usurped authority; he
it was “who became a hunter of
men,”’ established false priesthood
and false kingship in the earth in
imitation of God’'s rule and “made
all men to sin.™ A very early
Christian writing tells how Noah's
descendants waged Dbitter war
among themselves after his death,
to see who should possess his king-
ship; finally one of the blood of
Ham prevailed, and from him the
Egyptians, Babylonians, and Per-
sians derive their priesthood and
kingship. “From the race of Ham,”
says the text, “came one through
the magical (as opposed to the
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heaven, the men of the mountain
denied that they had failed, faked
the priesthood, and forced the in-
habitants of the earth to accept the
kings they put over them.’ This
story you will recognize as an ob-
vieus variant of the extremely an-
cient and widespread Mad Hunter
cycle, which I treated in an article
on the origin of the state* The
Mad Hunter, you will recall,
claimed to be the rightful ruler of
the universe, challenged God to an
archery contest, and built a great
tower from which he hoped to shoot
his arrows into heaven. Sir James
Frazer has collected a large number
of American Indian versions of the
story to illustrate Old World
parallels, for the tale is met with
among primitive hunters throughout
the world.”

In Genesis X we read that Nim-
rod, “‘the mighty hunter against the

holy) succession named Nimrod,
who was a giant against the Lord
... whom the Greeks call Zoroaster
and who ruled the world, forcing
all men by his false magical arts
to recognize his authority.”” The
Chronicon Paschale reports a wide-
spread tradition that this giant who
built Babylon was not only the first
king of Persia, the earthly Cosmo-
crator, but also the first man to
teach the killing and eating of
beasts,”” a belief also expressed in
the Koran.” There is another com~
mon tradition that Nimrod's crown
was a fake, and that he ruled with-~
out right “in the earth over all the
sons of Noah, and they were all
under his power and counsel,”
while he ““did not go in the ways of
the Lord, and was more wicked than
all the men that were before him.”™
The antiquity of these stories may
be judged from an early Babylonian
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account of a wicked king who first
“mingled small and great on the
mound” and caused them to sin,
earning for himself the title of
“king of the noble mound” (cf.
the tower), “god of lawlessness,”
“god of no government.”” In the
very earliest Indo-European tradi-
tions this person is Dahhak, “the
type of the dregvant, the man of
the Lie and the king of mad-men,”
who sat on the throne for a thou-
sand years and forced all men to
subscribe their names in the Book
of the Dragon, thus making them
subject to him.”

In the Book of Ether the name
of Nimrod is attached to “the valley
which was northward,” and which
led “into that quarter where there
never had man been” (II:2, 5),
which suits very well with the
legendary character of Nimrod as
the Mad Hunter of the Steppes.
The name of Nimrod has always
baffled philologians, who have
never been able to locate it,” but
at the end of the last century the
explorer and scholar Emin found
that name attached to legends
(mostly of the Mad Hunter vari-
ety) and place names in the region
of Lake Van, the great valley due
north of upper Mesopotamia.” Now
I am not insisting for a minute that
OCTOBER 1951
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the legendary Nimrod ever existed.
As I told you before, I am only
interested in the fype of thing that
happened, and after having ex-
amined hundreds of legends from
all parts of the ancient world, all
telling substantially the same story,
I think that anyone would find it
difficult, in view of the evidence,
to deny that there was some com-
mon event behind them. It seems
to have been a single event, more-
over. How so? I said above that
we find mounds and towers scat-
tered throughout the whole ancient
world; now I will go further and
say that they are not independent
local inventions but actually imita-
tions derived ultimately from a sin-
gle original. Every great national
shrine of antiquity had a founding
legend of how in the beginning it
was brought through the air from
some mysterious faraway land, And
this faraway land always turns out
to have been in Central Asia. Our
Norse Othinn came from the giants’
land to the east, the Greek national
cult from the land of the Hyperbo-
reans, far to the northeast of
Greece; people of the Near East
looked to a mysterious white moun-
tain of the North as the seat of their
primordial cult, the Chinese to the
paradise or mountain of the West,

and so forth.” You may list the vari-
ous founding legends and trace them
back at your leisure to a single point
of origin. Is it not strange that the
founding father and summus deus
of each nation of antiquity is some-
where declared to be a fraud and
an impostor, a wandering tramp
from afar whose claims to supreme
authority cannot stand a too care-
ful examination? Think of Prome-
theus' challenge to Zeus, of Loki's
blackmailing of Othinn, of the dubi-
ous “‘Justification of Osiris,” of the
terror of all-mighty Anu when
Tiamat challenges his authority,
and so forth* Run down these
legends, and you will find in every
case that the usurper comes
from Central Asia. Even Isaiah
(XIV:12ff) recalls that in the be-
ginning the adversary himself set
up his throne “upon the Mountain
of the Assembly in the regions of
the North,” and there pretended to
be “like the Most High.” For all
this a single origin is indicated;
whether historical or ritual makes
little difference.

There is one aspect of the Nim-
rod cycle that is too interesting to
pass by, especially for an anthro-
pologist. That is the tradition of
the stolen garment.

THE STOLEN GARMENT

Nimrod claimed his kingship on
the grounds of victory over his
enemies;” his priesthood, however,
he claimed by virtue of possessing
“the garment of Adam.” The Tal-
mud assures us that it was by virtue
of owning this garment that Nimrod
was able to claim the power to rule
over the whole earth, and that he
sat in his tower while men came
and worshiped him.” The Apoc-
ryphal writers, Jewish and Chris-
tian, have a good deal to say about
this garment. To quote one of
them: “the garments of skin which
God made for Adam and his wife
when they went out of the garden
and were given after the death of
Adam . . . to Enoch”; hence they
passed to Methusaleh, and then to
Noah, from whom Ham stole them
as the people were leaving the ark.
Ham’s grandson Nimrod obtained
them from his father Cush.” As for
the legitimate inheritance of this
clothing, a very old fragment re-
cently discovered says that Michael
“disrobed Enoch of his earthly

(Continued on following page)
705



(Continued from preceding page)
garments, and put on him his angelic
clothing,” taking him into the
presence of God.” This garment of
Enoch was supposed to be the very
garment of skins that John the Bap-
tist wore, called by the Early Chris-
tians +‘the garment of Elias."” An
Arabic “Life of John the Baptist”
says that Gabriel brought it to John
from heaven as ‘‘the garment of
Elijah"; “it went back,” says John
Chrysostome, “to the beginning of
the world, to the times before which
Adam required covering. Thus it
was the symbol of repentance.”*
Others believed it was the same
garment that Herod and later the
Romans put under lock and key
when they wished to prevent the
people from putting it on a candi-
date of their own choice, and tell
how the Jews tried to seize the
garment by force and put it on John
the Baptist, thus making him, in-
stead of Herod, their high priest.”
Whatever its origin, the wearing
of a garment of repentance, sym-
bolic of the life of man in his fallen
state was known to the most ancient
Christians and practised by certain
ultra-conservative cults down to
modern times.®

Incidentally the story of the
stolen garment as told by the old
rabbis, including the great Eleazer,
calls for an entirely different ren-
dering of the strange story in
Genesis IX from the version in our
King James Bible. They seemed to
think that the ‘erwath of Genesis
IX:22 did not mean ‘‘nakedness” at
all, but should be given its primary
root meaning of “‘skin covering.”
As they read it, Ham took the gar-
ment of his father while he was
sleeping and showed it to his breth-
ren, Shem and Japheth, who took a
pattern or copy of it (salmah) or
else a woven garment like it (sim-
lah) which they put upon their own
shoulders, returning the skin gar-
ment to their father. Upon awaking,
Noah recognized the priesthood of
the two sons, but cursed the son
who tried to rob him of his gar-
ment.” This is, apparently, the source
of the widespread legend that Ham
stole the garment of Noah and
claimed to possess the priesthood
by virtue of his illegal insignia.
Ham'’s descendants, Cush and Nim-
rod—both Africans, though Nim-

706

THE WORLD OF THE JAREDITES

rod in his wandering moved to
Asia*—made the same claim. It
is interesting that according to cer-
tain ancient scriptures which the
Latter-day Saints claim have been
restored by revelation in our own
age, Pharaoh (who represents the
Afro-Asian line of Cush-Nimrod)
“was blessed as to the kingship but
cursed as to the priesthood,” and
he offered Abraham the privilege
of wearing his own royal insignia
in hope that Abraham would return
the compliment by allowing Pharaoh
to wear his priestly ones.” There is
a good deal of Egyptian material
dealing with this custom of a royal
exchange of garments and honors,
but there is no time to go into it
here—I only want to call attention
to the fact that we are actually
moving in a world of established
patterns and familiar concepts, how-
ever weird they may seem to the
uninitiated.

According to the Talmud, Nim-
rod’s “great success in hunting was
due to the fact that he wore the
coat of skin which God made for
Adam and Eve."” There is a tradi-
tion that Nimrod, becoming jealous
of the rival hunter Esau (so much
for chronology!), lay in ambush for
him, but was defeated by Esau,
who cut off his head and “took the
valuable garments of Nimrod . . .
with which Nimrod prevailed over
the whole land (or earth!), and
he ran and concealed them in his
house.” These garments, says the
report, were nothing less than the
birthright which Esau later sold to
Jacob.”

THOUGHTS ON PHILIPPIANS 4:8
By Elaine V. Emans

FOR whatsoever things are true I shall

Think how the cold is followed by the
pink

Hepatica, and summer’'s growth by fall

And harvesting; for honest I shall think

Proudly of those who will not lie; for just,

The giving, always, every man his due,

Or upright character. For pure I must

Remember lily petals glowing through

The sun or rain; for lovely I could never

Exhaust the store of things the word sug-
gests

From face to symphony; and for whatso-
ever

Things are of good reporf, my thinking
rests .

Upon some kindness I have heard about,

Or courage, or some love uncommonly
stout.

Two significant conclusions come
from all this: (1) that any historical
reconstruction of what actually
happened is out of the question,
what has come down to us being
a mass of conflicting legends and
reports, and (2) that these con-
flicting legends and reports never-
theless agree on certain main points,
that they are very old, and were
considered by the most learned
Jews to present matters of great
importance, the significance of
which has escaped later ages. The
priests and kings of antiquity cer-
tainly wore such garments,” and the
skin garment was often imitated in
woven materials;” in fact the skin
garment was itself held to be a
substitute for a still older garment
made of the leaves of the ficus
religiosus.”

I make no apology for conducting
you into these lost bypaths of the
past. You have often proclaimed
it your professional obligation to be
interested in all things, and especial-
ly the unusual. Still there is such
a thing as going too far, and it is
high time I was showing you what
a sober, factual, and common-
sense document the Book of Ether
really is. Let us return to Babel.

THE DISPERSION

The Book of Ether, depicting the
uprooting and scattering from the
tower of a numerous population,
shows them going forth not indi-
vidually but in groups, and not
merely family groups but groups
of friends and associates: ‘‘thy
friends and their families, and the
friends of Jared and their families.”
(I:41.) There was no point in
having Jared's language wuncon-
founded if there was to be no one
he could talk to, and his brother
cried to the Lord that his friends
might also retain the language. The
same, however, would apply to any
other language: If every individual
were to speak a tongue all of his
own and so go off entirely by him-
self, the races would have been not
merely scattered but quite annihil-
ated.” We must not fall into the
old vice of reading into the scrip-
ture things that are not there. There
is nothing said in our text about

(Continued on page 752)
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every man suddenly speaking a
new language. We are told in the
Book of Ether that the languages
were confounded with and by the
“confounding” of the people: “Cry
unto the Lord,” says Jared (I:34),
“that he will not confound us that
we may not understand our words.”
The statement is significant for
more than one thing. How can it
possibly be said that “we may not
understand our words"? Words we
cannot understand may be nonsense
syllables or may be in some foreign
language, but in either case they
are not our words. The only way
we can fail to understand our own
words is to have words that are
actually ours change their meaning
among us. That is exactly what
happens when people, and hence
languages, are either ‘‘confounded,”
that is, mixed up, or scattered. In
Ether's account, the confounding
of people is not to be separated from
the confounding of their languages;
they are, and have always been,
one and the same process: the Lord,
we are told (I:35-37), “did not
confound the language of Jared;
and Jared and his brother were not
confounded . . . and the Lord had
compassion upon their friends and
their families also, that they were
not confounded.” That “confound”
as used in the Book of Ether is
meant to have its true and proper
meaning of “to pour together,” “to
mix up together,” is clear from the
prophecy in XIII:8, that “the rem-
nant of the house of Joseph shall
be built upon this land . . . and
they shall no more be confounded,”
the word here meaning mixed up
with other people, culturally, lin-
guistically, or otherwise.

Yet another important Biblical
expression receives welcome eluci-
dation from our text: though Ether
says nothing about “‘the whole
earth” being “of one language and
one speech” (Gen. XI:1), he does
give us an interesting hint as to how
those words may be taken. Just
as “son”” and “descendant” are the
same word in Hebrew and so may
easily be confused by translators
(who in fact have no way of know-
ing, save from the context, in which
sense the word is to be under-
stood ), so “‘earth” and ‘‘land” are

the same. word, the well-known
eretz. In view of the fact that the
Book of Ether, speaking only of
the Jaredites, notes that “‘there were
none of the fair sons and daughters
upon the face of the whole earth
who repented of their sins”
(XIII:17), it would seem that the
common ~‘whole earth” (kol ha-
aretz) of the Old Testament need
not always be taken to mean the
entire globe. Certainly it is quite
as legitimate to think of the days
of Peleg as the time when, as the
old Jewish writers describe it, “‘the
children of Noah began to divide
the earth among themselves,” as,
without the least authority, to vis-
ualize the drifting of the continents
or the rending apart of the terres-
trial globe. A reader’s first reac-
tion to an ancient and fragmentary
text usually becomes a lifelong
credo, though research and revela-
tion have combined in latter days
to discredit this obvious and easy
solution of the mysteries. The Book
of Ether, like First Nephi, is, when
we come to examine it, heavily
weighted in the direction of sober
and factual history and was never
meant to be a springboard for the
imagination; for example, our record
does not attribute the scattering of
the people, as one might innocently
suppose it does, to the confusion
of tongues. After the brother of
Jared had been assured that he and
his people and their language would
not be confounded, the question of
whether they would be driven out
of the land still remained to be an-
swered: that was another issue,
and it is obvious that the language
they spoke had as little to do with
driving them out of the land as it
did with determining their destina-
tion. It was something else that
drove the reluctant Jaredites from
their homes. What could have
forced them to leave? History to be
sober and factual need not deal
with the dull, normal, and every-
day. The confounding and scatter-
ing of the people of the tower was
no slow working out of the historical
process. It was sudden and ter-
rible, and the Book of Ether gives
the clearest possible indication of

what caused it.
But this introduces a theme on
which it is impossible for me to
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speak with brevity. Let us consign
it to a later communication.

(To be continued)
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“Robert Eisler, Iesous Basileus ou
Basileusas (Heidelberg: 1930) II, 33-38.
Eisler (p. 33) cites the tradition that John
the Baptist wore the garment of raw skin
(‘or, Gen. III:21) in place of the original
garment of light (‘or) worn before the
fall; various early cults, forbidding the
slaying of animals, changed the skin gar-
ment into a hair garment, id. II, 16, 34,
118f, cf. F. Dieterici, (ed.), Thier und
Mensch (Leipzig:1881), pp. 22, 97.

*Joh. Chrysostome, Homil. in Mat. X:4,
in Patrol. Graec. LVIII, 1880 & 1892; this
and the anon. Life of John the Baptist
are both cited in Eisler II, 36, n. 6. Ac-
cording to the Book of Jubilees (2nd cen-
tury B.C.) (ed. R. H. Charles} TII, 30f,
“. .. to Adam he (Cod) gave a covering
for his shame. . . . On this account it is
prescribed on the heavenly tablets as touch-
ing all those who know the judgment of
the law, that they should cover their
shame, and should not uncover themselves
as the gentiles uncover themselves.”

*Eisler, op. cit. II, 78-81; Josephus, An-
tiquities 111, 182-7, cf. Eusebius, Eccl. Hist.

e |

“Eisler, op. cit. II, 35, 78, 109f; A. von
Gall, op. cit., pp. 330-2, cit. Baruch Apoc.
c.iv; Enoch LXII, 15; II Enoch XXII, 8;
Rev. III:4f; VI:11; the Mandaeans be-
lieved the garment of John the Baptist
would be given to all who were admitted
to salvation (Eisler, II, 33), cf. Odes of
Solomon xxv, 8; and the 2nd-century
Apostolic writing published by C. Schmidt,
Gespréche Jesu mit seinen Jiingern (Leip-
zig: 1919), p. 72. Related to the baptismi
vestamentum of the Early Christians, Ter-
tullian, De Baptismo xiii, in Patrol. Lat. I,
1323 (1215). ;
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*By an extremely common type of trans-
position, simlah of Gen. IX:23 could very
easily stand for an original £simlah, a copy,
imitation, pattern or salmah, a garment or
mantle as in Mic. 2:8. Even as it stands
simlah means only a woven garment and
can hardly refer to the original skin article.

“See above n. 21; cf. ]J. Poplicha, “The
Biblical Nimrod and the Kingdom of Ean-

na,” Journal of the Am. Oriental Soc.
XLIX (1929), 304.

“Abraham 1:26-27. Abraham’s refusal
to make the exchange was the real reason
for his being expelled from Egypt, ac-
cording to apocryphal writers. According
to a very old tradition, Pharaoh coveted
the priesthood of Moses exactly as his
ancestor Nimrod did that of Abraham,
Dieterici, Thier u. Mensch, p. 112; It was
said that the Pharaohs of Egypt dressed
in a skin garment “to show that their
origin was older than time itself,” A
Waiinsche, Salomons Thron und Hippo-
drom (Ex Oriente Lux ii), p. 26.

#Jewish Encyclop. IX 309: “When the
animals saw Nimrod clad in them, they
crouched before him so that he had no
difficulty in catching them.”

“Jasher XXVII, 2.

¥*Above n. 36; Egyptian priests, royalty,
and the dead were all clothed in the classic
skin garment of the Egyptian priesthood
in Jnl. of Eg. Archaeol. XVI (1930), 173.
The kaunakes of the Sumerians was a
heavy skin garment wholly unsuited to the
climate of Babylonia and has for that rea-
son been taken as nroof that the Sumerians
came from the North, Moret, Hist. de
['Orient, 1, 21, n. 81; vs. G. Barton,
“Whence Came the Sumerians?”’ Jnl. Am.
Or. Soc. XLIX (1929), 263. M. R. James,
The Apocryphal New Testament (Oxford:
1924) p. 413, cf. p. 411, on “the garment
of the King of Kings.” In 1939 an amber
statuette was found showing the King of
Assyria wearing the insignia of the Jewish
High Priest, lllustrated London News.

In later times the Egyptian priest wore
“no real leopard-skin but a close-fitting
coat of fine linen in the form of a leopard-
skin, “H. R. Hall in Jnl. Eg. Archaeol.
XVI, 1, cf. T. ]J. C. Baly, “The Opening
of the Mouth,” Jnl. Eg. Arch. XVI, 173.
The Syrian Christians said that the gar-~
ment given to Adam was of cotton, the
“skin"” of the tree,” (Eisler, op. cit. I, 34);
this doctrine they say, was known only to
Moses “who called cotton ‘skin’ because
among trees it takes the place of skin';
hence the idea that John the Baptist took
his clothes from trees. The Jews retained
traces of the older garment in their
phylacteries and in the Sisith, the four
strings that every Jew once had on the
edge of his garment, see F. ]J. Stephens,
“The Ancient Significance of Sisith,” Jnl
Bibl. Lit. L (1931), 59ff. Compare the
Irham of the Moslems (]J. L. Burckhardt,
Travels in Arabia (London: 1829), I,
104f; 163f).

“Eisler, op. cit. 1I, 34, n. 11 for refer-
ences.

“Among traditions of the dispersion,
that story is not lacking of the righteous
man whose language was nof changed.
Certain rabbis, says Bar Hebraeus, Chron.
ed. Budge I, 8f, teach that “the Hebrew
was preserved with Abher (Eber), for he
was a righteous man and did not agree
to the building of the tower.” This
theory is necessary to defend the belief,
popular among the Jews, that Hebrew is
the language of paradise. The Book of
Ether is much more realistic.

“Book of Jubilees VIII, 9.
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PART III

By Hugh Wik, DL 2D

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

A NotTeE oN THE WEATHER
Dear F.

T is gratifying to know that you
l have at last read the Book of
Ether and found that it is not, in
spite of its name, “chloroform in
print.”” The thing to which you are
now objecting, “the extravagant

and overdone account of how they °

crossed the ocean,” is the very
thing to which my last letter was
leading. We ended, you will re-
call, with the observation that it
must have been something terrific
that drove the Jaredites out of the
land. What was it?

The burans of Central Asia are
terrible at all times. Ancient and
modern travelers tell almost un-
believable but uniform tales of those
appalling winds which almost daily
shift vast masses of sand, dust, and
even gravel from one part of the
continent to another.”* The great
loess deposits on the eastern and
western fringes of the vast area
bear witness to even more dreadful
dust storms that accompanied the
drying up of the land after the gla-
cial epoch. But it is when the
world’s weather gets out of hand,
as it has a number of times in the
course of history, that the blowing
sands of Asia bring mighty empires
to ruin, bury great cities almost
overnight, and scatter the tribes in
all directions to overrun and sub-
merge the more favored civiliza-
tions of the east and west. The
weather of Asia is the great central
driving-mechanism of world his-
tory. It is only of recent years that
men have begun to correlate the
great migrations of history, with
their attendant wars and revolu-
tions, with those major weather
crises such as the great wind and

drought of 2300-2200 B.C. and the

*Numbers refer to bibliography at end of article.
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world floods of 1300 B.C. which
we now know to have taken place
in the course of recorded history.“
So hypnotized have students of
society become by the ease and di-
rectness with which an evolution-
ary rule-of-thumb may be applied
to all the contingencies of life, that
the raging of the elements and the
crash of empires go unheeded in
their graphs and handbooks. With
examples gross as earth before
them, they still disdain to recognize
anything as cheaply sensational as
plagues and earthquakes, nor will
they acknowledge the frightening
speed with which the scenes of
world history are shifted.

Sir Aurel Stein in his book Lou-
Lan has described the deserted
houses and streets of that city
standing exactly as they did four-
teen centuries ago, when their in-
habitants were driven forth by
drought so sudden and severe that
neither the wood of the fruit trees
nor the most delicate fabrics have
rotted since then. The mighty city
of Etsina was just as suddenly de-
serted six hundred years ago, and
not found until 1908: “all natural
life died. The trees of the forest
threw themselves to the ground
(referring, of course, to the terrible
winds) ... and storms arose which
soon buried the country in sand.”
To this day the trees remain un-
decayed, “like sun-dried mummies,
dead, naked and gray. ... Over
a vast area, once shady forest, they
lay in thousands. . We passed
other ruins of deserted strongholds,
and with strange sensations dug up
objects that no human being had
touched for more than six hundred
years. . . . ® The same traveler
who reports these things was to
witness the recurrence of this famil-
iar Asiatic tragedy with his own
eyes:

Once we came upon an abandoned Sart
village, where newly thrown-up dams and
uncompleted excavations bore witness to
the departed population’s desperate strug-
gle to retain the vanishing water. . . . But
a day had come when there was no more
water to be had. The animals stood by the
watering places and sought in vain for
moisture, the women wept in the houses,
and the men gathered in the mosque to
pray to Allah for the miracle which alone
could save their many homes. (Cf. Ether
1:38). But no miracle happened; the vil-
lage got no water, and in the last extremity
of famine the people had thrown their
most indispensable possessions onto the
remaining horses and donkeys and hastily
left their homes and the lands of their fa-
thers to follow their aksakal (n. village
elder, cf. the Brother of Jared) out into
the parched country around on a desperate
search for water.*

The fate of the unhappy wanderers
is thus described: “Later on we
sometimes met with small parties of
these former agricultural villagers,
who now drifted about out on the
steppes as unhappy nomads. The
fugitives had been obliged to divide
into small groups, since no one
water-hole could accommodate

them all. . . . "™
Is not this the story of the dis-
persion in miniature? You know
the story of how the ancestors of
the Etruscans were driven out of
Asia Minor by drought and moved
to the west, hunting for a promised
land. It is not merely water these
people were looking for, but a bet-
ter land, above all, a better grazing
land. In the epic of the Beni Hilal
we are shown how one of the great-
est of Arab tribes was driven from
their homes by seven years of hot
winds, and how they sought a
promised land, first in Central Asia
and then in Morocco. It was when
the rest of the world was smitten
with famine that Egypt became the
refuge of the patriarchs, for “there
was corn in Egypt.” As you know,
there are two classic points or cen-
ters of radiation from which all
the great migrations of antiquity
THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



took their beginning—the heart of
Asia and (to a far lesser degree)
the Arabian desert. Is it not re-
markable that the migrations of the
Book of Mormon take their de-
parture from these same two cen-
ters?

You must get over the idea that
history moves at a slow, even, ma-
jestic pace. It does not. The sud-
den calamity that overtook an
Asian village in 1927 has struck re-
peatedly in the past, dispersing the
inhabitants of mighty capitals to
become wanderers on the earth,
“and when the storm laid itself to
rest, the flying sands solidified
again and the terrified nomads
found the whole face of nature
changed into new shapes.”* And of
all the many cities and empires dis-
persed by a sudden puff of burning
air, Babel, the city of the tower, has
left behind the richest deposit of
legend and tradition.

Eusebius in his Chronicon, which
has proved one of the most reliable

An artist’s conception of the building of the vessels by Jared and his people.
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sources of early oriental history,
cites the Sibyll to the effect that
“when all men were of one tongue,
some of them built a high tower so
as to mount up to heaven, but God
destroyed the tower by mighty
winds.” Two centuries earlier The-
ophilus of Antioch gave a fuller
version of the story, quoting the
Sibyll in verse: “After the cata-
clysm cities and kings had a new
beginning, in this manner. The
first city of all was Babylon . .. and
one by the name of Nimrod became
its king. . . . Since at that time men
tended to become scattered, they
took counsel of themselves and not
of the Lord, to build a city and a
tower the top of which would reach
to heaven, so that their own name
might be glorified. ... Thus speaks
the Sibyll: But when the threats of
the great God were fulfilled of
which he had warned mortal men
at the time, they built a tower in
the Assyrian land. They all once
spoke the same language and

wanted to mount up to the starry
heavens. But forthwith the Immor-
tal One laid great stress upon the
blasts, so that the wind overthrew
the mighty tower, and drove mor-
tals to strive with one another. And
when the tower had fallen, the
languages of men were divided up
into many dialects, so that the
earth became filled with different
kingdoms of men."” The Book of
Jubilees (second century B.C.) tells
how “the Lord sent a mighty wind
against the tower and overthrew it
upon the earth, and behold it was
between Asshur and Babylon in the
land of Sinar, and they called its
name ‘Overthrow.”™ The zealous
and learned Persian antiquary,
Tha'labi (d. 1030 A.D.), records
the report that the people were
scattered from the tower by an
awful drought, accompanied by
winds of.such velocity as actually
to blow down the tower.” “Forty
years after the tower was finished,”

(Continued on page 833)

—Painting by Goff Dowding
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Two of the songs written in England to speed the Saints on their way.

“The people who do not
revere ‘the deeds of their an-
cestors will never do anything
to be remembered by their de-
scendants.”

—Thomas Babington Macaulay

0 you remember stories your
]) grandparents have told you;

“stories about the group that
loved to sew, and they gathered in
setving bees; and the group that
liked to act gathered together and
produced fine drama? Because some
loved t6 dance, their descendants
have heard many stories about the
good times they had swinging their
partners.

"Because my grandmother, Char-
lotte Evans Adams, belonged to the
group that loved to sing, I have
heard the stories of her father:
of his conversation, of the choir he
organized, and of the joy people
had when they met and poured
out their hearts in songs of love
and praise to their Creator.

In Liverpool, England, in 1840-
41, there was a small group that
loyed to sing together and were al-
ways found in their places in the

788

Baptist church choir. Later they
were in great demand in other
churches in that vicinity. The
group consisted of Isaac Grace
and wife Elizabeth, David Evans,
Mary Holding, John Cunliff,
and William Evans. Because
this love of music was passed
on, Charlotte Evans Adams col-
lected the songs her father sang and
composed, and kept them in a metal
trunk. This story is about that
father, and some of the songs his
daughter preserved.

* * * * *

One Sunday morning, in the fall
of 1841, William Minshall Evans
paused in a narrow alley in Liver-
pool, England. He loved music,
and the strains he heard were so
impressive that he forgot his own
call of duty and followed the direc-
tion whence these notes came. They
led him up rickety stairs and into
a room where a few people were
holding a meeting. The young
singer was Elder John Taylor, and
he sang so well that William also
stayed to hear the sermon. This
incident not only led to his conver-

EVERY

sion but also to the conversion of
his brother David.

Five years later William married
Ann Grace; two daughters were
born to them, but both died in in-
fancy. In 1848 his wife also passed
away. This was a severe blow to
William, and he turned to his re-
ligion and music with more fervor
than before.

William and David were choir
members of the Liverpool Branch
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, and together
they sang songs about “The Prom-
ised Land,” and poured out the
longings of their hearts and ex-
pressed their desires to mingle with
the Saints.

THE PROMISED LAND

There is a land beyond the sea
Where I would like to be,
And dearer far than all the rest
Is that choice land to me.

My longing eyes would fair behold
Those beauteous hills that are so fair,
I know it is the promised land,

My home, my home is there.

The happy day I long to see
‘When Zion shall be free,

And all her children will return
And I among them be.

Upon those everlasting hills

With Abraham and his seed to share.
I know it is the promised land,

My home, my home is there.

Many people have left their
native land with thoughts of doubt
and uncertainty. This was not the
case with William and other Saints
who had but one goal: a peaceful
home in the tops of the mountains.
May 1848 found William on a ship
on the rolling ocean. When he
arrived in New York, he found that
President Brigham Young had
asked that any mechanics arriving
help repair wagons for the journey
across the plains. William went
from one place to another where
groups of Saints were assembled
preparing for the westward trek
and helped them repair and build
wagons. In time he had worked
his way to St. Louis and found
steady employment. He then saved
enough to help bring his brother
David and wife Mary to America.

THE IMPROVEMENT ERA



We're gathering up to Zion

To learn her pleasant ways,

And mid the mountains hide us
Though all the world may gaze.

God and his prophets aid us,
We know the sacred fire;

Ne'er yet has it betrayed us,
And still it will inspire.

While Babylon groans in frenzy
Because her end is nigh.

The saints lift up their voices
And wake Hosannah high.

And when we reach the mountains,
May we in peace abide,

Accept in trust each trial,

Or wait the turning tide;

Sustain each regulation

The priesthood may bestow,

This is the one salvation

That Israel’s tribes shall know!

CHORUS

Gathering home by thousands,
By rail from forge and farm;
O'er ocean’s wave in a rolling ship.

William arrived home in Novem-
ber but his health did not improve,
and less than two months later,
January 5, 1877, he passed from this
life.

On January 7, William's casket
was carried from his residence to
the meetinghouse by members of
the high council. The Nephi brass
band, of which he had been a mem-
ber, played the funeral march. While
his remains were being lowered into
the grave, his choir sang several
of his favorite hymns. Thus a man
who loved music passed away; but
many of his songs, together with
his love of music, still remain with
his family.

The World of the Jaredites

(Continued from page 787)

says Bar Hebraeus, who collected
a vast amount of lore in central
Asia in the thirteenth century, “God
sent a wind, and the Tower was
overturned and Nemrodh died in
it.”™ The picture of violent at-
mospheric disturbances accompan-
ied by social upheavals, the scat-
tering of tribes, and the changing
of languages cannot but go back to
some real experience; not only is it
the sort of thing one would expect,
but it is also definitely known to
have happened time and time again
—there is no reason for doubting
that a great city called Babel once
long ago suffered the same fate as

(Continued on following page)
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(Concluded from preceding page)
the people of 'Ad and Thamud, of
Lou Lan, Etsingol or the Nasa-
monians.”

But what of the Book of Mor-
mon? In striking contrast to the
story of Lehi, where the only ter-
rors met on the journey by land and
sea were the normal and familiar
ones, including a typhoon, we have
in the history of the Jaredite mi-
gration a very freakish state of
things. The Lord commanded Ne-
phi to build “a ship”—an ordinary

THE WORLD OF THE JAREDITES

ship, which his brothers felt sure
he would never be able to finish.
Yet the ship was finished, and the
family set sail. There is no men-
tion of the Lord’s giving any speci-
fications for the building of this
ship, indeed, as Nephi describes it,
he was left largely on his own as a
test of his faith, and his brethren
apparently had no scornful com-
ments to make on the type of ship
he was building. From which we
conclude that it was, as it is re-
peatedly called, simply “a ship.”
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Now, Lehi's people had to cross at
least twice and probably three or
four times as much water as the
Jaredites, and an ordinary ship suf-
ficed for their purpose. But Jared's
ships were altogether unusual ves-
sels. The Lord gave the builder
special instructions for every detail.
They had to be submersible and yet
ride very lightly on the surface of
the waves. They were small and
they were light upon the water,”
yet built to stand terrific pressure:
“exceedingly tight,” “tight like unto
a dish,” with special sealed vent
holes that could not be opened
when the water pressure on the out-
side was greater than the air pres-
sure within. The Lord explained
why it would be necessary to build
such peculiar vessels: because he
was about to loose winds of in-
credible violence that would make
the crossing a frightful ordeal at
best: any windows, he warns, will
be dashed to pieces; fire will be out

| of the question; “‘ye shall be as a

whale in the midst of the sea; for
the mountain waves shall dash upon
you . . . ye cannot cross this great
deep save I prepare you against the
waves of the sea and the winds
which have gone forth, and the
floods which shall come. There-
fore what will ye that I should pre-
pare for you that ye may have light
when ye are swallowed up in the
depths of the sea? (Ether 11:23-25.)
This was no normal crossing and
no brief passing storm: “the Lord
God caused that there should be a
furious wind blow upon the face of
the waters . . . they were many
times buried in the depths of the
sea, because of the mountain waves
which broke upon them, and also
the great and terrible tempests
which were caused by the fierceness
of the wind.” (V1:5¢£.) It is perfect-
ly clear from our account that the
party was to spend a good deal of
time below the surface of the sea!
Of course such phenomenal and
continual winds cannot have been
a mere local disturbance, and we
may confidently assume that the
Book of Ether is reporting the same
super-winds that are said to have
accompanied and possibly caused
the destruction of the tower.

In so many words, the Book of
Ether tells us that at the time of
the dispersion the world was swept
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by winds of colossal violence.
There are three main sources for
checking on this: (1) the old tradi-
tions of the tower, (2) actual his-
torical records of other places that
have suffered the same fate as
Babel, thereby showing that the
fate of Babel was a possible, nay a
typical one, and (3) the studies of
the paleoclimatologists, showing
that sudden world droughts accom-
panied by very high winds have
taken place within historic times.
I suppose that one would only have
to find the next major catastrophe
before 2300 B. C. in order to date
the Tower of Babel with some ac-
curacy. Meantime, I must insist
again, we are concerned only with
the sort of thing that happened.
Not only does the Bible not men-
tion the winds, but the Book of
Mormon itself does so casually, al-
beit very specifically, by way of ex-
plaining something else. This very
casualness is a strong argument for
the authenticity of the record.

As we said at the beginning, the
Book of Ether leads one into the
strangest regions. Now we shall
demonstrate the surprising fact that
even at its oddest, our story never
loses touch with historical reality.
That is going to take a good deal
of time and paper, so let this suf-
fice for the present and expect more.

(To be continued)
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Dear F.

o vou think my account of the
S Big Wind is a bit farfetched. I

make no claim that the tower
was blown over, but only point out
that the ancients had a very old,
widespread, and persistent tradi-
tion that its fall was accompanied
by high winds. This I correlate
with the description of the winds in
the Book of Ether. To show you
that such a thing is possible, how-
ever, | will give you one historical
parallel. Qazwini in his Cosmog-
raphy says that the great dome of
Bagdad was a sign and symbol of
the power and unity of the land.
Scholars have often pointed out
that the Tower of Babel served as
a like symbol. Qazwini further in-
forms us that this mighty structure
was destroyed by a terrible wind—
at least he says it fell during a wind-~
storm and leaves us to draw our
conclusions.™*

From the plain of Sinear the
Jaredites moved northward into a
valley named after Nimrod, the
mighty hunter, and thence . . . in-~
to that quarter where there never
had man been.” (Ether 2:5.) This
would take them into the land of
great broad valleys where the Ti-~
gris, Euphrates, Kura, and Araks
rivers have their headwaters. The
frequent occurrence of the name of
Nimrod in this area, which we have
already noted, may not be without
genuine significance, for no phe-
nomenon of history has been more
thoroughly demonstrated than the
extreme tenacity of place names. In
many instances place names still in
use among illiterate peasants or
nomads have been proved to go
back to prehistoric times.

Whether the party moved east or
west from the valley of Nimrod is
not a major issue, though a number
of things favor an eastern course.
For one thing, there is the great
length of the journey: ‘“for this
many years we have been in the
wilderness” (Ibid. 3:3); but most
revealing is the report that ‘“‘the
wind did never cease to blow to-
wards the promised land, while
they were upon the waters; and
thus they were driven forth before
the wind.” (Ibid., 6:8.) Now
whether the Jaredites sailed from
eastern or western shores, they
would necessarily have to cross the
ocean between the thirtieth and
sixtieth parallels north, and where

862

the prevailing winds are westerly
right around the world. Since the
cause of these winds is tied up with
the revolution of the earth and the
relative coolness of the polar re-
gions, it may be assumed that the
same winds prevailed in Jared's
time as in ours. Of course, one
cannot be too dogmatic on such a
point, for weather has changed
through the ages, and freak storms
do occur; yet the extreme steadi-
ness of the wind strongly suggests
prevailing westerlies and a North
Pacific crossing, since it would have
meant a head wind all the way had
the voyagers attempted the Atlantic.
But east or west, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, “from the Gobi
Desert and the border of Korea to
the Lower Danube and the Car-

T WORLD O

ing of many waters under continual
direction comes as a surprise, ‘the
sea” in question being apparently
but one—though the most formida-~
ble—of many waters to be crossed.
Now it is a fact that in ancient
times the plains of Asia were cov-
ered with “many waters,” which
have now disappeared but are re-
corded well down in historic times;
they were of course far more
abundant still in Jared's time. Even
as late as Herodotus, the land of the
Scythians (the region into which
Jared's people first advanced) pre-~
sented formidable water barriers to
migration: “the face of the country
may have differed considerably from
what it is now. . . . The rivers
were much deeper and many lakes
were still left from the glacial age

Part IV
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pathian Mountains,” a single way
of life has prevailed since the dawn
of history, conditioned by a re-
markably uniform type of terrain.”
The excavations of the Russians
in recent years have confirmed the
most extravagant speculations on
the extent, antiquity, and unformity
of the steppe culture. The newly-
discovered Kelteminarian culture,
for example, would seem to bind
together all the major languages of
Europe and Central Asia in a single
vast prehistoric continuum.** This is
the classic land of wandering tribes
and nations, a type of society which,
as we shall see, is perfectly repre-
sented by the Jaredites. Only the
Book of Ether sees the now dry and
dusty landscapes under peculiar con-
ditions: “And it came to pass that
they did travel in the wilderness,
and did build barges, in which they
did cross many waters, being di-
rected continually by the hand of
the Lord. And the Lord would
not suffer that they should stop be-
yond the sea in the wilderness, but
he would that they should come
forth even unto the land of prom-
ise...." (Ibid., 2:6-7.) The cross-

which later turned into swamps.”™

Indeed, Pumpelly’s theory of the
development of civilization from
oasis cultures rests on the existence
of vast inland seas, now vanished,
in central Asia. He notes that the
Chinese annals speak of “‘expansive
bodies of water of which Lobnor
and other shrunken lakes and brack-
ish tarns are the withered sur~
vivals.”™ The steady and continual
drying-up of the Asiatic “heart-
land” since the end of the last ice
age is one of the basic facts of
history and is even looked upon by
some experts as the mainspring of
world history. But it is a rela-
tively recent discovery. Whoever
wrote the Book of Ether showed
remarkable foresight in mentioning
waters rather than deserts along the
migrants’ way, for most of the
deserts are of very recent origin,
while nearly all the ancient waters
have completely vanished.

Ether's account of “crossing the
plains” is an Asiatic idyll. Nothing
essential is missing. First of all the
steppe is darkened by “flocks, both
male and female, of every kind,”
and if we look more closely fowl,
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fish, even bees, and “seed of the
earth of every kind” are not want-
ing. Moreover the brother of Jared
was instructed to admit to his com-
pany anyone whom he felt like
taking: " ... also Jared thy brother
and his family; and also thy friends
and their families, and the friends
of Jared and their families.” (Ibid.,
1:41.) All these families with their
herds and their baggage moved
through the valleys and out over
the plains with the intent and ex-
pectation of becoming “a great na-
tion” and finding a promised land;
in all of which they are typical
Asiatic nomads of the old school,
as a few examples will make clear.

Ammianus describes the Alans
on the march as resembling “‘a mov-
ing city.” All the people of Asia
migrate in the same way, he ex-
plains, driving vast herds before
them as they go, mounted on the
backs of beasts, with their families
and household effects following
along on great ox-drawn wagons.
In spite of their wealth of cattle,
says Ammianus, the people hunt
and plunder as they go.” The Huns,
who defeated and supplanted the
Alans, kept the same customs, as
did their successors,” until in the
thirteenth century William of
Rubruck, traveling as a spy and
observer for Louis IX of France,
uses almost the very words of Am-
DECEMBER 1951
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An open-air market place in the Near East where travelers to and from desert places carry on their barter.
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mianus: “On the next day we met
with the carts of Scacatai laden with
houses, and I thought that a mighty
city came to meet me. I wondered
also at the huge droves of oxen, and
horses, and at the flocks of sheep."™
In the present century Pumpelly
describes how “a thousand Kirghiz
families descended from the passes
roundabout, with their long camel
trains caparisoned and rich-laden
with nomadic wealth, and each
caravan with its flocks of sheep and
goats, herds of camels and cattle
and horses. . . . " Characteristic of
all these people is that their herds
consist of every type of animal—to
us an almost inconceivable mix-up:
“flocks of every kind,” says Ether,
who seems to know what he is
talking about. If you want to move
backward in the time scale, you will
find at an age far more remote from
Ammianus than our own, the annals
of Assyrian kings swarming with
the same huge herds of cattle, sheep,
horses, camels, and human beings all
mixed up together and moving
across the plains either as prisoners
of mighty conquerors or seeking
escape in the search for a promised
land.” Nearly all the wandering
tribes of which we have descrip-
tions were, in fact, seeking for new
homelands—promised lands where
they might settle and become
“mighty nations.” Moreover, these

people almost without exception,
however terrible they may appear
to us, were actually refugees who
had been driven from their native
farms and pastures by the pressure
of still other tribes who in the end
are all driven by a common neces-
sity which the weather imposes
from time to time on the users of
marginal and sub-marginal lands.”

If the Jaredites mixed their cat-
tle, they also seem to have mixed
their professions, and you might
well ask, what were they, hunters,
herdsmen, or farmers? You might
ask the same of any normal Asiatic
society and get the same answer:
They were all three! McGovern re-
peatedly points out that the tribes
of the steppes have at all times been
hunters, herdsmen, and farmers all
at once.” All the tribes we have
just mentioned were expert hunters,
though none lacked animals in
plenty. Typical is the case of the
Manchu-Solons who when murrain
destroyed the herds of their people
took to farming, yet “plough no
more than hunger compels them,
and in years when game is plenti-
ful, they do not plough at all,”™
that is, they are hunters, cattlemen,
or cultivators as conditions require
or permit. On top of this they
seem to have been the original city-
builders, as I have attempted to
point out in some of my studies on
the state.

It is a remarkable thing that men-
tion of flocks of any kind is con-
spicuously absent from the story of
Lehi, though that story is told in
considerable detail. What an aston-
ishing contrast! The one group
hastening away from Jerusalem in
secrecy to live a life of hunting and
hiding in the desert and almost dy-
ing of starvation, and the other
accepting volunteers, as it were,
from all sides, moving out in a sort
of massive front, driving innumer-
able beasts before them and carry-
ing everything from libraries to
hives of bees and tanks of fish! It
would be hard to conceive of two
more diametrically -different types
of migration, yet each fits perfectly
with the customs and usages re-
corded throughout history for the
part of the world to which the Book
of Mormon assigns it.

But how could the Jaredites carry
all that stuff with them? The same
way other Asiatics have always
done—in wagons. And such wag-

(Continued on page 946)
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(Continued from page 863)
ons! “"Measuring once the breadth
between the wheel ruts of one of
their carts, " William of Rubruck
reports, I found it to be twenty
feet over. . . . I counted twenty-two
oxen in one team, drawing a house
upon a cart . . . the axletree of the
cart was of huge size, like the mast
of a ship.”” Marco Polo saw the
houses of the Tartars mounted ‘“‘up-
on a sort of cart with four wheels.”*
Seventeen hundred vyears before
Marco Polo, Xenophon beheld enor-
mous wagons on the plains of Asia,
drawn by eight yokes of oxen,* and
yet a thousand years earlier we
have reports of how the Philistines
rolled into Palestine with their
families and their possessions
loaded on huge solid-wheeled affairs
drawn by four oxen.” To this day
the archaic type of wagon has sur-
vived in the immense ceremonial
wagons in which such tribes as the
Buriats carry their gods across the
plains.” But can we say the wagon
is possibly as old as the Jaredites?

In all probability it is. We now
have a few sample wagons of such
high antiquity as to come within
hailing distance of the flood itself,
and these vehicles have already
acquired the form and perfection
which they are to keep without
major change for thousands of
years to come. The teams and
wagons from the royal tombs at Ur,
the el-Agar chariot model, found in
1937, the Khafaje car that dates
back to the fourth millennium, B.C.,
all point to the great antiquity and
central Asiatic origin of the wagon.™
The last named was horse-drawn
and justifies Gertrud Hermes in
her conclusion that the horse was
not only known “but actually used,
at least in some places, as a draught
animal with war chariots” at a sur-
prisingly early date.”

Incidentally, the whole history
of the domestication of animals runs
counter to the evolutionist formula.
H. G. Wells once wrote a vivid de-
scription of how a primitive man
swinging from a branch once landed
plunk on the back of a grazing horse
that happened to walk under his
tree. Such an event, he believes,
would account most logically for
the discovery of the art of riding
and the domestication of the horse.
Perhaps it would, but that isn’t the

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
way it happened according to the
present-day consensus, which is
that “‘driving everywhere preceded
riding.”™ Nay, McGovern tells how
at a relatively recent date “the
Scythians and Sarmatians hit upon
the brilliant and original notion
of mounting the animal they had

long been accustomed to drive.”
It is generally agreed that cattle
were used for driving long be-
fore the horse, and that would
put the use of cattle-drawn vehicles
in a very early age indeed. Though
it would have been possible for the
Jaredites to go afoot, as the Mon-
gols themselves did as late as the
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THERE is an almost limitless list of things to worry

about—a list that may somehow seem to have grown
longer lately. Our problems sometimes seem to have
multiplied, and also our perplexities. But perhaps people
were always worried. If they weren't worried about the
world they were worried about themselves, their families,
their business affairs, their health and future happiness.
And yet despite all the causes of continuing worry, there
are always some who seem to meet the realities of the
present and to face the uncertainties of the future with
calm composure. There are always some who seem to
have learned, as Montaigne once wrote, that “Evils have
their life and limits.” There is no known way of ridding
ourselves of some reverses and of some uncertainties. But
there is less or little room for fear, for unhappiness and
hopelessness in the life of a man who has faith—faith
in the fact that ultimately in the Lord's own time and
place and purpose there will come an inevitable under-
standing and justice and comfort and compensation—
faith in the fact that we are children of an Eternal Father
who is as earnestly anxious for us to weather our way
through the experiences of this world even as we our-
selves are anxious for our own children. We may rest
content that there is plan and purpose in our present period
here, and we must meet all conditions that we inevitably
encounter to the best of our ability. And whatever we
have cause to complain of, we are not here to succumb
but to conquer—to conquer ourselves and the problems
that present themselves. We are not here to be at ease
but to be earnestly engaged in a good cause. We are not
here to by-pass problems but to be about the business of
learning to live life. There will always be things we
don't know, that we don’t understand; there will always
be conditions that could cause concern. But we can rest
assured that if we live life as well as we reasonably can
under all conditions, and if we seize and accept truth
wherever it is, the answers we so much seek we shall
surely find, and the peace we so much pursue will surely
sometime come.
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sixth century B.C., it would not
have been possible for them in such
circumstances to have carried bird
cages, beehives, and tanks of fish
with them. There is not the slight-
est objection to their using wagons,
especially since they had no short-
age of beasts to pull them.

(To be continued)
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PART V

By Hugh Nibhoy PLD

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

CONCERNING DESERET

My dear Professor F.

Yy ALL odds the most interesting
B and attractive passenger in Jared’s

company is deseret, the honeybee.
We cannot pass this creature by
without a glance at its name and
possible significance, for our text be-
trays an interest in deseret that goes
far beyond respect for the mere feat
of transporting insects, remarkable
though that is. The word deseret,
we are told (Ether 2:3), “by inter-
pretation is a honeybee,” the word
plainly coming from the Jaredite lan-
guage, since Ether (or Moroni) must
interpret it. Now it is a remarkable
coincidence that the word deseret en-
joyed a position of great ritual
prominence among the founders of
the classical Egyptian civilization,
who associated it very closely with
the symbol of the bee. These people,
the authors of the so-called Second
Civilization, seem to have entered
Egypt from the northeast as part of
the same general migration that sent
the makers of the classical Babylonian
civilization into Mesopotamia.” Thus
we have the founders of the two great
parent civilizations of antiquity en-
tering their new homelands at ap-
proximately the same time and from
a common center—apparently the
same center from which the Jare-
dites also took their departure, but
more of this later. What concerns
us here is that the Egyptian pioneers
carried with them a fully developed
cult and symbolism from their
Asiatic home.” Chief among their
cult objects would seem to be the
bee, for the land they first settled
in Egypt was forever after known as
“the land of the bee,” and designated
in hieroglyphic by the picture of a
bee, while every king of Egypt “in
his capacity of ‘King of Upper and
22

Lower Egypt’” bore the title, “he
who belongs to the sedge (the sign
of Upper Egypt) and the bee (the
sign of Lower Egypt).”™

From the first, students of hiero-
glyphic were puzzled as to what
sound value should be given to the
bee-picture.” By the New Kingdom,
according to Sethe, the Egyptians
themselves had forgotten the original
word,” and Grapow designates the
bee-title of honor as “unreadable.”
Is it not strange that such a common
and such a very important word
should have been forgotten? What
happened? Something not at all un-
usual in the history of cult and ritual,
namely the -deliberate avoidance or
prohibition of the sacred word. We
know that the bee sign was not al-
ways written down, but in its place
the picture of the red crown of Lower
Egypt was often “substituted for
superstitious reasons.”  The sub-
stitution was a natural one, for the
bee like the red crown was identical
with the majesty of Lower Egypt.
If we do not know the original name
of the bee, we do know the designa-
tion of the red crown—the name it
bore among other things when substi-
tuted for the bee. The name was dsrt
(the vowels are not known, but we
can be sure they were all short),”
for the founders of Egyptian civiliza-
tion called their land dsrt, and the
crown they served dsrt. Now when the
crown appears in place of the bee, it is
sometimes called Dit “bee,”™ yet the
bee, though the exact equivalent of the
crown, is never by the same principle
called dsrt. This certainly suggests
deliberate avoidance: If the Egyp-
tians were reluctant to draw the pic-
ture of the bee “for superstitious rea-
sons,” they would certainly hesitate
to pronounce its true name. The
word dsrt happens to mean red in
Egyptian and could safely be used in

that connection but never applied
to the bee. A familiar parallel imme-
diately leaps to mind: To this day
no one knows how the Hebrew word
for God, YHW, is to be pronounced,
because no good Jew would dare to
pronounce it even if he knew, but
instead when he sees the written
word always substitutes another
word, Adonai, in its place to avoid
uttering the awful sound of the Name.
Yet the combination of sounds YHW
is a very common verb form in He-
brew and as such used all the time.
There are other examples of such
substitution in Hebrew, and there
must have been many in hieroglyphic
which, as Kees points out, is really
a kind of double talk.

That the Egyptians deliberately
avoided calling the bee deseret while
applying the name to things sym-
bolized by it and even substituted
for it is further indicated by another
remarkable fact. The bee symbol
spread in other directions from its
original home, enjoying a prominent
place in the mysteries of the Hittites,
the Finnish Kalevala, and surviving
in some nations in certain Easter
rites. In all of these the bee is the
agent through which the dead king
or hero is resurrected from the dead,
and it is in this connection that the
bee also figures in the Egyptian rites.”
Now the original “deseret” people, the
founders of the so-called Second
Civilization, claimed that their king,
and he alone, possessed the secret
of resurrection. That, in fact, was
the cornerstone of their religion; it
was nothing less than “the king’s
secret,” the power over death by
which he held his authority.* If the
bee had any part in the profoundly
secret royal resurrection rites of the
Old Empire—and how else can we
account for its presence in the later
and more popular versions of the
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royal rites?>—it is plain why its real
name and office were carefully con-
cealed from the world. I personally
am persuaded that the archaic and
ritual designation of the bee was
deseret, a “word of power” too sacred
to be entrusted to the vulgar, being
one of the keys to “the king’s secret.”

In certain editions of the Book of
Mormon, though not the first, the
word deseret is capitalized, for the
editors have recognized that it is
really a title: “which by interpreta-
tion is a honeybee,” as distinct from
the “swarms of bees” which also
went along. One might be justified,
though we will not insist on it, in
seeing in Deseret the national sym-
bol or as it were the totem of Jared’s
people,” since the author of our record
seems to attach unusual importance to
it. Through the prehistoric haze we
seem dimly to descry various tribes
moving outward in all directions from
a common center somewhere to the
morth of Mesopotamia to plant a
common protohistoric civilization in
various regions of the earth. And
among their holiest possessions is the
life-giving bee.

We need not resort to speculation,

however, to make out an interesting
case for deseret. Let us list the known
facts and let it go at that. (1) The
Jaredites in their wanderings took
with them “a honeybee” which they
called in their language deseret, as
well as “hives of bees.” (2) The
founders of Egyptian Second Civili-
zation had the bee as the symbol
of their land, their king, and their
empire,” to all of which they also
applied the designation deseret, or
something very close to it. (3)
Though they never call the bee itself
dsrt, the sign which is often “for
superstitious reasons” written in its
place is so designated. (4) The bee
sign was always regarded by the
Egyptians as very sacred: “As a de-
terminative,” says Sethe, “it is sig-
nificant to note that it is always
placed before any of the others. .. . ™
As is well known, this honor is the
prerogative of the holiest objects only
in the writing ol hieroglyphic. Its
extreme sacredness and its role in top-
secret ritual amply explain, nay, all
but demand, the suppression of its
true name in the reading of texts.

To come down to modern times,
it is to say the least a very pictur-

This sign stands for:
1. The bee.

4. Kingship in general,
5. Divinity.
6. Authority.

This sign stands for :

Date 35-39.

word for bee?

and

Does this mean that

If this is so then irt =

SOME INTERESTING EQUATIONS

(Draw your own conclusions)

2. The Kingdom of Lower Egypt.
3. The Land of Lower Egypt.

7. King of the gods. Godhead.
(Applied to Pharoah after the 19th Dynasty)

1. The Red Crown of Lower Egypt.

2. The Crown on the head of Re.

3. The King of Lower Egypt.

4. The Lord of the Red Crown, esp. Atum the Creator-god of
Heliopolis (identified by some Egyptologists with Adam).

5. The oldest known symbol of sovereignty in the world = Sequence

6. It first appears at Koptos, where it belongs to the Lady Neith.
If the name Egypt was derived from Koptos, as some scholars
maintain, the Lady of Koptos may have been Egyptus.
% is called dsrt in the above contexts.
is called b_:’l, but its original name gives trouble.

Some entomologists think it is a hornet, in which case what is the Egyptian

may be substituted for each other. ;

e ) 3 |

When \é is substituted for y it is read “bit” as if it were |

llbee.” 1
% is the “bee-crown”? Note the antenna! \Z]

also means bee-crown.
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esque coincidence that when the
Lord’s people migrated to a promised
land in these latter days, they called
the land Deseret and took for the
symbol of their society and their gov-
ernment the honeybee. The Book of
Ether is of course directly responsible
for this, but it is hard to see how the
book can have produced such a strik-
ing repetition of history without itself
having a real historical basis. Deseret,
the honeybee, seems quite at home
in the twilight world of prehistory
(which is, incidentally, exactly where
the Book of Ether places it), but the
numerous ties and parallels that must
establish its reality still await in-
vestigation. Suffice it for the present
to show that such evidence does
exist.

“THE JAREDITES AND EARLY Asia”

A few lines above I suggested that
the Jaredites were but one of “various
tribes moving outward in all direc-
tions from a common center . . . to
plant a common protohistoric civili-
zation in various regions of the earth.”
I was thinking in terms of the latest
researches, and it did not occur to
me at the time that the picture of
the great dispersion is exactly that
depicted in the Bible and the Book of
Mormon! If we are to believe these,
a single civilization was spread
throughout the world in the begin-
ning, and historians have now learned
that such was actually the case.
Scholars no longer argue as to
whether Egypt or Mesopotamia was
the true founder of civilization, for
we now know that both derived their
light from a common source,““a world
civilization, spread over an immense
area and by no means localized in the
Orient.” “In the beginning at least,”
writes Professor Moret, “we cannot
separate” the various civilizations of
the old world, for they are all one.®
In my recent studies on the ancient
state I have tried to show that this
amazing unity may be easily ac-
counted for by the fact that all these
civilizations trace their origin back to
central Asia, whose people and whose
institutions have throughout history
periodically spilled over into other
regions—India, China, Egypt, Europe
—there to establish kingly and priest-
ly dynasties. To top it off, Professor
Frankfort now tells us that we must
include the New World in this
Asiatic system, for “in such striking
cases as the Early Chinese bronzes,
or the designs of Mexican sculpture or

(Continued on following page)
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of the Northwest American Indians,
one must reckon to a greater extent
than most of us were hitherto pre-
pared to admit, with the possibility
of diffusion from Eastern Europe and
the Middle East.”™ A few years ago
this would have been high treason
to American archaeologists. Now it
brings the new world into the old
world picture. In the case of the
Nephites we can pinpoint the original
old world cultures represented. In
the case of the Jaredites we can al-
most do the same, for they came from
the same region, to the north of
Mesopotamia, that served in ancient
times as a veritable martialing area
for world invasions. That is where
their culture belongs, and that is
where it fits.

It is still too early to attempt a de-
tailed picture of life in the days of
the dispersion. “The archaeology of
nomad central Asia is still in its in-
fancy,” writes G. N. Roerich. “A
new branch of historical science is
coming into being, the object of
which will be to formulate laws that
will build up the nomad state and to
study the remains of a great for-
gotten past.”” But the general pic-
ture begins to take form. Let me
quickly sketch for you the rough out-
line.

The basic fact is space—vast ex-
panses of grassland, woods, and
mountains, where hunters and herds-
men have ranged since time im-
memorial, trespassing on each other’s
territory, raiding each other’s settle-
ments, stealing each other’s cattle,
and grimly pursuing or escaping each
other by turns. In good times the
tribes multiply, and there is crowd-
ing; in bad times they are forced to
invade each other’s lands in search
of grass. The result is chronic chaos, a
condition which has been a standing
challenge to the genius and ambition
of men with a talent for leadership.
Periodically the Great Man appears
in Asia to unite his own tribe in
fanatical devotion to himself, sub-
due neighboring tribes one after an-
other, and by crushing all resistance
at last bring “peace and order” to the
world. The endless expanse of the
steppes and the lack of any natural
boundaries call for statesmanship in
the grand manner, the concept and
techniques of empire being of Asiatic
origin. For a time one mind nearly
24
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succeeds in ruling the world, but a
quick reckoning comes when the
Great Man dies: In a wild scramble
for the throne among his ambitious
relatives the universal empire prompt-
ly collapses: Space, the force that
produced the super-state, now de-
stroys it by allowing disgruntled or
scheming heirs and pretenders to go
off by themselves to distant regions
and found new states with the hope
in time of absorbing all the others
and restoring world dominion. The
chaos of the steppes is not the primi-
tive disorder of savage tribes acciden-
tally colliding from time to time; it
is rather, and always has been, a
shrewd game of chess, played by
men of boundless arrogance and
formidable intellect with mighty ar-
mies at their disposal.”

Now to turn to the Jaredites, their
whole history is the tale of a fierce and
unrelenting struggle for power. The
Book of Ether is a typical ancient
chronicle—military and political his-
tory with casual references to the
wealth and splendor of kings. You
will note that the whole structure
of Jaredite history hangs on a succes-
sion of strong men, most of them
rather terrible figures. Few annals
of equal terseness and brevity are
freighted with an equal burden of
wickedness. The pages of Ether are
dark with intrigue and violence,
strictly of the Asiatic brand. When
a rival for the kingdom is bested, he
goes off by himself in the wilderness
and bides his time while gathering
an “army of outcasts.” This is done
by “drawing off” men to himself
through lavish bestowal of gifts and
bribes. The forces thus won are
retained by the taking of terrible
oaths. When the aspirant to the
throne finally becomes strong enough
to dispose of his rival by assassina-
tion, revolution, or a pitched battle,
the former bandit and outlaw in turn
mounts the throne to cope with a
new batch of rebels and pretenders.
This you will instantly recognize as
the biography of the typical Asiatic
conqueror. It is a strange, savage
picture of nightmare politics that the
Book of Ether paints, but it is his-
torically a profoundly true picture.
Take a few examples.

In the oldest records of the race
we find the supreme god, founder of
the state and cult, “Winning his way
to the throne by battle, often by vio-

lence against family predecessors,
which generally involves horrific and
obscene incidents.”” So much for
the antiquity of the system. There
is now ample reason for believing
that the oldest empires known to us
were by no means the first, and that
the familiar process goes back to pre-
historic times: “Empires must have
been formed and destroyed then as
they were to be later on.” Such
empires, “were not the result of grad-
ual expansion or development but
rapidly became enormous empires
under the leadership of a single great
man,” McGovern observes, “and un-
der the reign of his successors slowly
but surely declined,” though in many
cases they “disintegrate immediately
after the death of their founders.”

(To be continued)
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Dear F.
Continuing the theme of my letter:

s To the fugitive who gathers forces
A in the wilderness by “drawing
off” people from his rival, in the
first century there was Lu Fang, “the
leader of a small military band, half
soldiers, half bandits,” who nearly
won the Hunnish and Chinese em-
pires for himself and would have
done so had not some of his ambitious
officers deserted him just as he had
deserted others.” Having cheated his
brother of the throne, Attila “hoped
to subdue the entire world.”™ After
Attila’s death two of his descendants
went out into the wilderness, and
there gathered about them “‘armies
of outcasts,” each hoping in time to
win back the world empire for him-
self.”  You will remember that
Genghis Khan* lived for years as an
outcast and a bandit as he gathered
around him the forces that were to
conquer all his rivals. At the time,
and most of the time, all the princes
of central Asia, “the leaders, the
bagadurs and noyans, strove to be-
come independent by attracting sub-
jects and followers of their own.”™
The great rulers of Asia have regu-
larly passed from the risky station
of bandit chief to the hardly less

*Variant spellings Jenghis Khan, Chingis Khan.
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risky one of world monarch—and
back again, in a world where “every
man was filled with the desire to
become an independent prince,” and
every independent prince to become
lord of all.” Time and again “the
boldest . . . adventurers flocked to
the banner of the new and success-
ful chieftain of the race,” as in our
own day the youth of all central
Asia joined the fifteen-year-old Ma
Chung-ying as he “calmly worked out
a plan for the conquest of the whole
world.””

Not only is the Jaredite practice
of seeking to “draw off” followers to
an army that builds its forces and
bides its time in the wilderness in the
best Asiatic tradition,” but also the
method of doing it is likewise the
usual one. Thus Akish bound his
followers around the nucleus of his
family (the Asiatic conquerors are
fanatically family-conscious) by lav-

ish gifts, for “the people of Akish
were desirous for gain, even as Akish
was desirous for power; wherefore
the sons of Akish did offer them
money, by which means they drew
away the more part of the people
after them.” (Ether 9:11.) It was
the sons of Genghis Khan, you will
remember, who did most of his cam-
paigning for him, and from the very
beginning the secret of his power
was the huge heap of riches that
always stood near his throne and
from which, after the immemorial
custom of the steppes, he rewarded
all who joined him."” “The pattern
of steppe imperialism” is ever the
same, according to Vernadsky, be-
ginning with “accumulated wealth in
the hands of some able chieftain,”
which enables him to expand
his popularity among neighboring
clans.” The Jaredite pattern is well
authenticated and is nothing less
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than “the ancient law” of the
khans."

But if the ambitious chieftain gains
adherents by bribery, he keeps them
by oaths. The oath is the corner-
stone of the Asiatic state as of the
Jaredite. Akish again furnishes an
excellent example:

. .. Akish gathered in unto the house of
Jared all his kinsfolk (this is always the
first step with any Asiatic conqueror).

...and ... they all sware unto him,
by the God of heaven, and also by the
heavens, and also by the earth, and by
their heads, that whoso should vary from
the assistance which Akish desired should
lose his head. . . .

And Akish did administer unto them the
oaths which were given by them of old
who also sought power, which had been
handed down even from Cain. (Ether 8:13-
15.)

Note that these terrible oaths are
traced back explicitly to the Old
World. The very oldest texts in “the
oldest language in the world,” ac-
cording to Hommel, are incantations
“having the stereotyped conclusion:
‘let it be sworn (or conjured) by the
name of heaven, let it be sworn by
the name of earth!’”* From the
flood of documents that have come

forth of recent years to teach
us the ways of men at the dawn
of history, it is apparent that oaths,
conspiracies, and combinations were
the established order of things
from the beginning. What better
illustration of this could one ask
than the great Babylonian New
Year’s hymn, the “Enuma Elish,” in
which Tiamat, aiming at the rule of
the universe, “draws off” the gods to
her side, so that “they conspire un-
ceasingly night and day” against the
rightful ruler, and “gather themselves
together in a host to make battle.”
When he heard the news, the true
king sat upon his throne “grim and
silent, without saying a word, . . .”
then “He smote his thigh, he bit his
lips, controlled his voice,” and finally
gave the order to assemble his army—
which by formal acclamation took the
oath of eternal allegiance to its leader
Marduk.”® This story which goes
back to the beginning of things (the
actual text comes from the first Baby-
lonian dynasty)'™ is no mere primitive
fantasy: It is the authentic and
familiar picture of the great Khan
who learns that a relative and a rival

e JAREDITES
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Present Shorelme%

is raising an army against him in the
wilderness.

The story of the rise and career of
any great conqueror is a long cata-
log of terrible oaths taken and broken,
the most solemn of these being sealed
by the drinking of blood, as when
“the King of the Commains had the
Emperor of Constantinople and his

(Continued on following page)

THE WAY OUT

Key:

A. The Land of Shinear, where the Great
Tower was. (P. Dhorme, in “Rev.
Biblique” 1928, 509-511). Ether 1:33.

B. “The valley which was northward”
(2:1). (The northern headwaters of
the Euphrates “command a hub of
radiating valleys and travel routes, to
which the Euphrates owes its impor-
tance as a highway of commercial and
military penetration.” A. Moret, “Hist.
de ’Orient” 1, 306).

C. “And the name of the valley was Nim-
rod” (2:1). Nimrod country: home of
Nimrod place-names and legends. (N.
Emin).

D. “That quarter where there never had
man been” (2:5). Anau, once thought
to be the oldest city in the world, was
originally built in a wilderness.

E. “The sea in the wilderness” (2:7). Both
the Aral and Caspian Seas were much
larger in ancient times than they are
today.

F. “Many waters” (2:6). The Turanian
plain was anciently full of Ilakes,
marshes, and streams. The Oxus Delta
was a vast lake.

. Ancient course of the Oxus (as recently
as the time of Alexander), now dried
up.
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(Continued from preceding page)
people to be blooded, and each drank
alternately of the other’s blood. . . .”*"
The annals of the Assyrians conduct
us, as does the study of the oldest
languages of Asia, into a world of
oaths and covenants” And why
should this be so? The explanation
is simple, for the purpose of the oath
is to bind. (The Egyptian word for
oath, to give one example, is simply
ankh, originally a knot. In a world
of vast open spaces and limited popu-
lation, where wandering nomads may
take independence for themselves by

‘hunting beasts or driving cattle over

limitless grasslands, how can men be
bound to any spot or leader? They
must be tied by oaths, because there
is no other way of binding them. Of
course every effort was made to make
the oath as binding, that is, as ter-
rible as possible, and of course such
oaths were broken whenever con-
venient. The ease with which one
could pass from one camp to another
put every king on his guard, so that
Asiatic kingship is at all times en-
veloped in a stifling—and very
Jareditish—atmosphere of suspicion
and intrigue. Mithra rules, says the
Avesta, by virtue of his ten thousand
spies, which make him alone of all
kings undeceivable.” This is the
institution of “the King’s eyes” and
“the King’s ears,” perfected in Persia
and inherited by the monarchs of
many lands. The success of any
conspiracy against watchful royalty
depends therefore on secrecy and sur-
prise before all else, and so we have
as the unfailing adjunct and nemesis
of Asiatic kingship the secret society,
investing all life with a paralyzing
sense of insecurity, as Hoernes notes,
and overthrowing dynasties and em-
pires in a single night.” Asia’s gift
to the world has many times saved
the world from Asia’s rule, for how
many a Persian, Hunnish, or Mongol
conqueror has had to turn his back
on the West just as he stood on the
verge of world conquest, to quench
the fires of rebellion set by the secret
conspiracies of his relatives behind
his back! The normal constitution
of Asiatic empire, write Huart and
Delaporte, is “despotism tempered
by dethronement and assassination,
in which the clergy play the leading

I"Ole.”lm

For better or for worse, every
ruler of the steppes, however great
24
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his personal power and prestige, has
to reckon on the presence of a class
of ambitious and powerful priests—
usually shamans. Even Genghis
Khan, the mightiest of them all, was
nearly pushed from his throne by an
ambitious high priest, and at the
dawn of history more than one such
high priest seized the rule for him-
selt.”  The case of the brother of
Shared whose “high priest murdered
him as he sat upon his throne”
(Ibid., 14:9) is, then, thoroughly typ-
ical, and that by no mere coincidence,
for we are told not only that the
system was inherited “from them of
old” and perpetuated by the same
methods—secret societies, family com-
pacts, bribes, oaths, etc.—as in the
Old World, but we are also given a
clear image of the physical back-
ground of the whole thing.

We are told for example, how a
son of King Akish, enraged at his
father for the inhuman death of his
brother by starvation (how typical),
went out and joined the growing hosts
of the deposed King Omer, who, since
he had been overthrown by a “secret
combination of Akish and his friends,”
had been dwelling in tents and
gathering strength for a comeback.
(Ibid., Ch. 9.) Note the apparent
fluidity of Jaredite society—the possi-
bility of large parties of people wan-
dering here and there over a sparse-
ly-settled continent. Note also how
closely conditions in “this north coun-
try” duplicate those prevailing in
the same latitudes on the other side
of the world, where much the same
landscape also prevails. This, we
will see later, is very significant, for
it plainly points to the possible origin
of much of the Indian way of life
among the hunters and nomads of
Asia at a very early date—the very
thesis that has so often been thrown
up as the strongest argument against
the Book of Mormon is first pro-
pounded by the Book of Mormon it-
self! But more of this later.

A WORLD OF JAILS

The Jaredites, like their Asiatic
relatives (and unlike the Nephites),
were thorough-going monarchists,
and their monarchy is the well-known
Asiatic despotism lacking none of the
trimmings. Take the four verses
that describe the reign of Riplakish,
Ether 10:5-8. Here, I submit, is the
perfect thumbnail portrait of an

Asiatic tyrant; the lechery and
cruelty, the magnificence and the op-
pression are all there. That sort of
thing was well-known in Joseph
Smith’s day—after all Hajji Baba
came out in 1824—but the Book of
Ether goes far beyond the conven-
tional picture to show us institutions
quite alien to the experience of west-
ern people.

Such is the practice, mentioned
many times in the book, of keeping
a king prisoner throughout his entire
lifetime, allowing him to beget and
rear a family in captivity, even
though the sons thus brought up
would be almost sure to seek venge-
ance for their parent and power for
themselves upon coming of age. Thus
Kib was taken captive by his own
son, begot yet other children in cap-
tivity, and died of old age, still a
prisoner. To avenge Kib, his son
Shule overcame the unfilial Corihor
whom, however, he allowed to con-
tinue in power in the kingdom!
Shule in turn was taken prisoner by
Corihor’s son Noah, only to be kid-
napped from his prison and restored
to power by his own sons. And so
on: “Seth . . . did dwell in captivity
all his days. . . . Moron dwelt in
captivity all the remainder of his
days; and he begat Coriantor. And it
came to pass that Coriantor dwelt
in captivity all his days and . . .
begat Ether, and he died, having
dwelt in captivity all his days.”"

It seems to us a perfectly ridiculous
system, yet it is in accordance with
the immemorial Asiatic usage. Thus
when the brothers Baidu and Kaijatu
disputed the throne of Asia, the ad-
visers of the latter when he gained
ascendency declared: “It is right that
he should be yoked under service,
and that he should be kept in bond-
age for the whole period of his life,
so that his hand can never be
stretched out to kill or commit any
injury.”

In the Book of Ether King
Hearthom . . . “served many years in
captivity.” (Ibid., 10:30; King Levi
the same, Ibid., 10:15.) Kaijatu failed
to heed the advice, to his regret,
for presently his brother staged a
coup and put him in a tower for the
rest of his days.™

Benjamin of Tudela tells how the
khalif—the spiritual ruler of all west-
ern Asia—arranged for “the brothers

(Continued on page 98)
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(Continued from page 94)

and other members of the khalif’s
family” to live a life of ease, luxury,
and security: “every one of them
possesses a palace within that of the
khalif, but they are all fettered by
chains of iron, and a special officer
is appointed over every household to
prevent their rising in rebellion
against the great king.”

Genghis Khan during his earlier
career was put in stocks and carried
about with the court of a rival prince
as a permanent prisoner; his escape
was considered superhuman. His
descendant, Tamerlane, and his wife
were also made permanent prisoners
and kept in a cowshed by a rival
ruler.”

In an emergency the shah of Persia
was unable to come to the same
Tamerlane’s aid as an ally because,
he exclaimed, “his nephew Mansur
had robbed him of his army and
thrown him into prison™"*—yet he
was able to write letters."”

When Izzudin overcame his brother
Alluddin in their fight for the Seljuk
empire, he locked him up in prison;
but when at the end of seven years
Izzudin died, his brother was im-
mediately released and put on the
throne without a dissenting voice—
he had been kept behind bars all
that time just as a precaution!™

It was the custom of Turkish kings,
as has been recently shown, to allow
their defeated rivals to sit upon their
thrones by day but lock them up in
iron cages for the night!™

These lords of the steppes, like the
Mameluke ruler who brought an up-
start general to heel by having him
hauled to court in a cage,”™ were
following in the footsteps of much
earlier kings. Sennacherib reports of
no less a rival than the king of Baby-
lon that “they threw him fettered
into a cage and brought him before
me. I tied him up in the middle gate
of Nineveh, like a pig.”* And of the
king of Arabia he says: “I put him
into a kennel. With jackals and
dogs I tied him up and made him
guard the gate in Nineveh. ... "™

Moving back to the earliest records
of all, we find a large class of legends
all over the ancient world telling
how the victorious god in the begin-
ning bound and imprisoned his re-
bellious relatives, not killing them
since they partook of his own divine

nature—the earliest myths of Zeus

and Osiris at once spring to mind.
But the actual carrying out of the
practice in history as described in the
Book of Ether comes as a surprise.

Related to the permanent confine-
ment of kings is the institution of
forced labor in prisons. Riplakish
“ . .. did obtain all his fine work;
yea, even his fine gold he did cause
to be refined in prison; and all man-
ner of fine workmanship he did cause
to be wrought in prison.” (Ibid.,
10:7.) Work in prison was the alter-
native to the paying of ruinous taxes.
(Ibid., 10:6.) Much the same system
was used by the Assyrians from the
beginning; thus Tiglath Pileser IIIL:
“I laid tribute and taxes upon them

. their horses, their mules, their
camels, their cattle and their sheep
and workmen without number I car-
ried away. ... All the skilled artisans
I shrewdly used to best advantage.”
“Feudal dues, forced labor, and over-
seers I imposed upon the land of
Nairi.” Even kings are made to
serve, as Hearthom did: “Their kings,
their rulers, I brought into submis-
sion to my feet and imposed task-
work.”™*

Later rulers of Asia kept up the
tradition: the Scythians considered
all people their slaves, and their
Parthian successors bound these slaves
down on huge work farms.” While
in Western Asia, Alaric and Attila
treated all men as their bound serfs,*
in eastern Asia the Wei kept a million
captives working for a hundred years
in caves to produce “all manner of
fine workmanship.” Each relative
of the Great Khan “received a certain
number of skilled workmen, artisans,
artists, and so on, who were at his
entire disposal and whom he made
settle where he liked.”* Tamerlane
kept such artists, especially gold-
smiths and glassworkers, for himself,
forcing them to settle in prison camps
at Samarkand in much the way
Assur-Nazir Pal bound the Amorite
workers three thousand years be-
fore."™

Even in our own day the ja lama
forced everyone who fell into his
power, “Tibetan officials, Mongol
pilgrims, lamas, Chinese traders,
Kirghiz headmen,” as well as an in-
numerable host of soldiers and
peasants “to work erecting buildings
and constructing towers and walls”
to his glory.”

(Continued on page 100)
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(Continued from page 98)

We must not overlook the am-
bitious building programs of the Jare-
dite kings, for nothing is more typical
of the earliest rulers of the East,
where even the prehistoric creation
legends “harp upon building with a
notable persistence.” Coriantumr
“ ... did build many mighty cities”
(Ibid., 9:23), the magnificent Ripla-
kish “ . . . did build many spacious
buildings” (Ibid., 10:5), and Morian-
ton “ . .. built up many cities, and
the people became exceeding rich . . .
in buildings.” (Ibid., 10:12.) It is
a strange thing that warlike and no-
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madic kings should have a passion for
building, but it is a fact in Asia as in
America: “Cities sprang up like
mushrooms in honor of the ruling
khan, most of them remaining un-
finished and falling speedily into
decay. Armies of handicraftsmen
would be assembled for the purpose
(another Jaredite practice) . . . then
the khan would perish and of the
intended glory nothing would re-
main but a heap of ruins. . . . ™
I think I have given the true ex-
planation of this phenomenon in a re-
cent article," but what I want to call

(Continued on page 102)
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RICHARD L. EVANS

HEN we find ourselves on a wrong road, our first reaction

is to look back and think at what point we departed
from the right road. But sometimes we may have gone a
long way before we are fully aware that we have left the
right road. This is true of many things in life. Sometimes
changes come so gradually that we may not always be aware
of how far we have gone; for example, we may not always
know when it was that we acquired a habit, but we pretty
well know when we have a habit. We cannot always be
sure, from first symptoms, when a man will become a drunk-
ard, but we pretty well know when a man is a drunkard.
In the first phases of the process, people may not always be
aware of how fast or how far they are losing their freedom.
But if they continue, there comes a time when they know
they have lost their freedom. Many things come a step at
a time by willingly going the wrong way. And while the

from principle.

steps.
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first step may not at first seem to suggest serious consequences, ;2
still there is no such thing as an inconsequential departure 4
And in looking back we shall find that the ¢

first step, the first time, the first point of departure is the 4
critical point—for second steps have a way of following first ]
In some respects it may be compared to a person ¢

who climbs a precarious cliff. Each handhold or foothold is ¢/
not a stopping place, but only a momentary place to pause. ?;
And when he looks back at some point, it is apparent how 5/
hazardously he has come and how far he is from safe foot- (j
ing; or it may be as the man who lets himself down into a ‘(j
deep hole on a ladder—a ladder that is just a little short; gﬂ
and so he lets loose the last rung and drops down. But gj
)

having let loose, he may find it impossible or at least ex-
ceedingly difficult to reach the rung again. Any point of
departure from principle is a critical point—for the first step
leads to the second, and further steps follow in order. And
no matter how easy it is, a journey on the wrong road is

at the right end.

(

disappointing and often disastrous—for it just doesn’t arrive §>
A

&
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The World of the Jaredites

(Continued from page 100)
attention to here is the exact re-
semblance of the Jaredite practice to
that in the Old World.

The particular care bestowed upon
the royal throne in Ether’s account
(Ibid., 10:6) is another authentic
touch. The plan of the royal throne
was said to have been revealed to
Gudea, the ancient patesi of Lagash,
from heaven, and at all times there
was a widespread belief in Asia that
there could be only one true throne
in the world and that any unauthor-
ized person who attempted to sit upon
it would suffer grave injury.

(To be continued)
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RICHARD L. EVANS

OMETIMES we seem to look at life as if we were watching
the progress of a play in which we have no part. Some-
times we seem to be detached from matters of community
concern and to act as if we had no responsibility toward
anything that lies outside the letter of our own specific as-
signment. Sometimes, for example, when people are seriously
hurt on the highway or stricken in public places, some of
us wonder why someone else doesn’t do something about it.
But the Good Samaritan didn’t wait for someone else to do
something about it. He did something. When we see
public or private abuses, we haven’t done our duty if we
close our eyes and walk away. The arm of the law is only
as long as the alertness of its citizens, only as long as an
informed and responsible public wants it to be. One police-
man for a thousand people can’t keep the peace unless the
thousand people want the peace to be kept and will help to
keep it. And to see a situation that calls for something to be
done, and then to sit back and say, “Why don’t they do
something?” is an unsafe attitude. If people privately aren’t
willing to do what they should do, public agencies will of
necessity ever widen their influence. And we would do well
to remember that whenever we ask a public agency to do
something that should be privately done, we ourselves en-
courage their expansion and their inroads upon our personal
and private prerogatives. There never was a time when
communities and nations didn’t have much need of loyal
and alert citizens who are willing to exert themselves beyond
the circle of their own comfort and convenience without
always asking why someone else doesn’t do something. We
cannot always look elsewhere for the solution of our prob-
lems. And when we see something that should be done,
when we see some abuse, when we meet some emergency, it
isn’t enough to sit back and say: “Why don’t they do some-
thing?” The sooner we come to understand that we are
they, the sooner we will get done what needs to be done.
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WOOD SMOKE
By Pauline Havard

SOMETHING in wood smoke brings alive
The slumbering and primitive

Dreams of man for warmth and fire,
Something keener than desire

Makes his heart aglow with all

The memories of roof and wall,

Flowers and fruit upon the table.

And whether his house has many a gable
Or is a cottage roofed with thatch.

Still he will long to lift the latch

And settle down beside the bright
Hearth; to shut the world’s cold night
Outside, and share love’s honeycomb

In the small, private world of home.
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Part VII

by Hugh Nibley, Ph.D.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

My dear Professor F.

illustrated in the story of how the

Mongol Baidu “was led into error
by the flatterers, and he became proud
and magnificent himself . . . he sent
and had brought the great throne
which was in Tabriz . . . and he
planted it in the neighborhood of
Aughan, and he went up and sat
upon it, and he imagined that hence-
forth his kingdom was assured.”*

Very famous is the story of how
Merdawij of Persia, seeking to assume
the title and glory of the king of the
universe in the ninth century, erected
a golden throne on a golden plat-
form, before which stood a silver
platform on which his princes sat
in gilded chairs; some say the latter
were silver thrones, but all agree that
the foolish man thought it was the
throne that gave him majesty.”™ Of
the throne of the Grand Khan,
Carpini writes: “There was a lofty
stage builded of boards, where the
emperor’s throne was placed, being
very curiously wrought out of ivory,
wherein also was gold and precious
stones, and there were stairs going
up to it. And it was round at the
back.” There is no need for labor-
ing the point that the great rulers of
Asia specialized in beautiful thrones
—do not all kings? Indeed, and it
can be shown that their thrones
wherever they are found, whether
dragon-throne, peacock-throne, grif-
fon-throne, or even sella curulis, go
back to the old Asiatic pattern.”™

THE importance of the throne is well

THE SALOME STORY

HERE is one tale of intrigue in the
Book of Ether that presents very
ancient and widespread (though but
recently discovered) parallels. It is
the story of Jared’s daughter. This
was a later Jared who rebelled against
his father, “ . . . did flatter many
people, because of his cunning words,
162

until he had gained the half of the
kingdom . . . did carry away his
father into captivity” after beating
him in battle, “and did make him
serve in captivity.” (Ether 8:2-3.)
In captivity the king raised other
sons who finally turned the tables
on their faithless brother and de-
feated his forces in a night skirmish.
They spared his life on his promise
to give up the kingdom, but they
failed to count on Jared’s daughter,
an ambitious girl, who had read, or
at least asked her father if he had
read “ . . . in the records which our
fathers brought across the great
deep,” a very instructive account of
those devices by which the men of
old got “kingdoms and great glory.”

“ ... Hath he not read the record
which our fathers brought across the
great deep? Behold, is there not an
account concerning them of old, that
they by their secret plans did obtain
kingdoms and great glory?

“And now, therefore, let my father
send for Akish, the son of Kimnor;
and behold, I am fair, and I will
dance before him, and I will please
him, that he will desire me to wife;
wherefore if he shall desire of thee
that ye shall give unto him me to
wife, then shall ye say, I will give
her if ye will bring unto me the head
of my father, the king.” (Ibid.,
8:9-10.)

Historically, the whole point of
this story is that it is highly un-
original. It is supposed to be. The
damsel asks her father if he has read
“the record” and refers him to a
particular account therein describing
how “they of old . . . did obtain king-
doms.” In accordance with this she
then outlines a course of action which
makes it clear just what the “account”
was about. It dealt with a pattern
of action (for “kingdoms” is in the
plural) in which a princess dances
before a romantic stranger, wins his
heart, and induces him to behead

the ruling king, marry her, and
mount the throne. The sinister
daughter of Jared works the plan
for all it is worth. Having had her
grandfather beheaded and her father
on the throne, she married Akish,
who presently, having “sworn by the
oath of the ancients . . . obtained the
head of his father-in-law, as he sat
on his throne.” (Ibid., 9:5.) And
who put him up to it? “It was the
daughter of Jared who put it into his
heart, to search up these things of
old; and Jared put it into the heart
of Akish.” (Ibid., 8:17.)

Need we ask the part played by
the daughter of Jared once she married
Akish? According to the ancient pat-
tern (for Ether insists that it all goes
back to “the ancients™) Akish as soon
as he sat on the throne would be
marked as the next victim, and sure
enough we find him so suspicious of
his son that he locks him up in
prison and starves him to death; but
there were other sons, and so
there began to be war between the
sons of Akish and Akish.” (Ibid.,
9:12.) Many years later the old
evil is revived by Heth, who
began to embrace the secret plans
again of old,” dethroned his father,
“slew him with his own sword; and
he did reign in his stead.” (Ibid.,
9:26-27.)

This is indeed a strange and ter-
rible tradition of throne succession,
yet there is no better attested tradi-
tion in the early world than the ritual
of the dancing princess (represented
by the salme priestesses in Babylonia,
hence the name Salome) who wins
the heart of a stranger and induces
him to marry her, behead the old
king, and mount the throne. I
once collected a huge dossier on
this awful woman and even read
a paper on her at an annual meet-
ing of the American Historical As-
sociation.”™ You can find out all
about the sordid triangle of the old
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king, the challenger, and the dancing
beauty from Frazer, Jane Harrison,
Altheim, B. Schweitzer, Farnell, and
any number of “folklorists.”™ The
thing to note here is that there
actually seems to have been a suc-
cession rite of great antiquity that
followed this pattern. It is the story
behind the rites of Olympia and the
Ara Sacra and the wanton and shock-
ing dances of the ritual hierodules
throughout the ancient world.*
And it is not without historical
parallels, as when in 998 A.D. “the
sister of the Khalifah had a certain
scribe, an Egyptian, in Syria, and he
sent and complained to her about
Abu Tahir (the ruler of Syria). And
because her brother always paid
great attention to her, she went and
wept before him. And she received
(from him) the command, and she
sent (it) and killed Abu Tahir, and
his head was carried to Egypt. . . . "
Here the princess wins the king by
tears instead of 'the usual allurements
—it could hardly have been other-
wise, since he was her brother—but
the plot is essentially the same, re-
minding us that such things can and
do happen more than once in history.
Certainly the Book of Ether is on
the soundest possible ground in at-

tributing the behavior of the prin-
cess to the inspiration of ritual texts—
secret directories of the ancients, on
how to depose an aging king. The
Jaredite version, incidentally, is quite
different from the Salome story of the
Bible but is identical with many
earlier accounts that have come down
to us in the oldest records of civiliza-
tion.

Steer, GLASS, AND SILK

EFORE coming to grips with the
grim and depressing military an-
nals that make up the bulk of Jare-
dite history, as of nearly all ancient
history; it shall be our pleasant duty
to consider briefly the few casual
references contained in the Book of
Mormon to the material culture of
this strange nation.

A few years ago the loudest ob-
jection to the Jaredite history would
most certainly have been its careless
references to iron and even steel
(Ibid., 7:9) in an age when iron and
steel were supposedly undreamed of.
Today the protest must be rather
feeble, even in those quarters “still
under the influence of a theory of
evolutionism which has been dragged
so unfortunately into the study of

ancient history.”* Nothing better
illustrates the hopelessness of trying
to apply the neat, convenient,
mechanical rule of progress to history
than the present-day status of the
metal ages. Let me refer you to
Wainwright’s study on “The Coming
of Iron.” There you will learn that
the use of iron is as “primitive as that
of any other metal: In using scraps
of meteoric iron while still in the
Chalcolithic Age the predynastic
Egyptians were in no way unusual.
The Eskimos did so, though other-
wise only in the Bone Age, as did
the neolithic Indians of Ohio. The
Sumerians of Ur were at that time
in the early Bronze Age though later
they relapsed into the Copper Age.”

The possibility of relapse is very
significant—there is no reason why
other nations cannot go backwards
as well as the Sumerians. But scraps
of meteoric iron were not the only
prehistoric source, for “it now tran-
spires that, though not interested in
it, man was able at an extremely early
date to smelt his own iron from its
ores and manufacture it into
weapons.”*

Men had the knowledge all along,
then, but were “not interested” in

(Continued on following page)

The Hill Cumorah, near Palmyra, New York, where the Prophet Joseph Smith received
the golden plates of the Book of Mormon.
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(Continued from preceding page)
using it. But there is no reason for
denying the Jaredites iron if they
wanted it, as apparently they did.
A Mesopotamian knife blade “not of
meteoric origin” has been dated with
certainty to the twenty-eighth cen-
tury B.C., iron from the Great
Pyramid goes back to 2900 B.C. and
“might perhaps have been smelted
from an ore.” Yet the Egyptians,
far from specializing in iron, never
paid much attention to the stuff ex-
cept in their archaic rituals. While
Wainwright himself found iron beads
at Gerzah in Egypt that “date to
about 3500 B.C. or earlier, . . . actual-
ly Egypt was the last country of the
Near East to enter the Iron Age, and
then under an intensification of
northern influences.”” In fact by
1000 B.C. Egypt still keeps on in the
Bronze Age”;" having proved that the
working of iron is as old as civiliza-
tion. the Egyptians then go on to
prove that civilization is perfectly free
to ignore it, to the dismay of the
evolutionists.

It was in other parts of the world
that iron really came to its own. As
early as 1925 B.C. a Hittite king had
a throne of iron, and in Hittite tem-
ple inventories “iron is the common
metal, not the bronze to which one
is accustomed in other lands of the
Near East.” If we moved farther
east, however, to the land in which
the Jaredites take their rise, we find
the manufacture of iron so far ad-
vanced by the Amarna period that
the local monarch can send to the
king of Egypt “two splendid daggers
‘whose blade is of khabalkinu’ . . .
the word being usually translated
as ‘steel.”” Though the translation
is not absolutely certain, literary
references to steel are very ancient.
The Zend Avesta refers constantly to
steel, and steel comes before iron in
the four ages of Zarathustra,”™ re-
minding one of the Vedaic doctrine
that the heaven was created out of
steel and that steel was the  “sky-
blue metal” of the earliest Egyptians
and Babylonians.™

The legends of the tribes of Asia
are full of iron and steel birds and
articles, and the founder of the Seljuk
dynasty of Iran was even called Iron-
(or Steel-) Bow.”™ The working of
iron is practised in central Asia even
by primitive tribes, and Marco Polo
speaks of them as mining “steel”
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(rather than iron.).” Where “steel”
may be taken to mean any form of
very tough iron, the correct modern
formula for it is found in steel ob-
jects from Ras Shamra, belonging to
the 14th century B.C.™ If we would
trace the stuff back to its place and
time of origin, we would in all
probability find ourselves at home
with the Jaredites, for theirs was the
land of Tubal-Cain, “the far north-
west corner of Mesopotamia,” which,
Wainwright observes in accepting the
account in Genesis 4:22, is “the
oldest land where we know stores of
manufactured iron were kept and
distributed to the world.”™ It is there
and not to Egypt that we should look
for the earliest as well as the best
types of ironwork, even though the
latter. region knew iron by 3500 B.C.

The example of iron, steel, and
bronze is instructive. They are not
evolved by imperceptible degrees to
conquer the world in steady and
progressive triumph through the ages
but appear fully developed to be used
in one place and forbidden in an-
other, thrive in one age and be given
up in the next”™ The same applies
to another product attributed to the
Jaredites and believed until recent
years to have been a relatively late
invention. In Joseph Smith’s day and
long after there was not a scholar
who did not accept Pliny’s account
of the origin of glass without ques-
tion.”™ I used to be perplexed by the
fact that reference in Ether 2:23 to
“...windows . .. that will be dashed
in pieces” can only refer to glass
windows, since no other kind would
be waterproof and still be windows.
Moreover, Moroni in actually refer-
ring to “transparent glass” in 3:1,
is probably following Ether. This
would make the invention of glass
far older than anyone dreamed it
was until the recent finding of such
objects as Egyptian glass beads “from
the end of the third millennium
B.C.”™ of “plaques of turquoise blue
glass of excellent quality” in the
possession of Zer, one of the very
earliest queens of Egypt." From such
glass windows could have been made,
and there is no reason for doubting
that Marco Polo saw colored glass
windows at the palace of the Great
Khan in the thirteenth century.™
“Very little is known,” writes New-
berry, “about the early history of
glass,” though he notes that “glass

beads have been found in prehistoric
graves” in Egypt.”™ We need not be
surprised if the occurrences of glass
objects before the sixteenth century
B.C. “are few and far between,”" for
glass rots, like wood, and it is a
wonder that any of it at all survives
from remote antiquity. There is all
the difference in the world, moreover,
between few glass objects and none
at all. One clot of ruddy dirt is all
we have to show that the Mesopo-
tamians were using iron knives at
the very beginning of the third mil-
lennium B.C.—but it is all we need.
Likewise the earliest dated piece of
glass known comes from the time of
Amenhotep I, yet under his im-
mediate successors glass vases appear
that indicate an advanced technique
in glassworking."

The finding of the oldest glass and
ironwork in Egypt is not a tribute to
the superior civilization of the Egyp-
tians at all, but rather to the
superior preservative qualities of
their dry sands. We have seen that
the Egyptians cared very little for
iron, which was really at home in the
land of Tubal-Cain. The same is
true of glass. The myths and folk-
lore of the oldest stratum of Asiatic
legend (the swan-maiden and arrow-
_chain cycles, for example) are full
of glass. In one extremely archaic
and widespread legend the Shamir-
bird (by many names), seeking to
enter the chamber of the queen of
the underworld, breaks his wings on
the glass pane of her window when
he tries to fly through it. The glass
mountain of the northern legends
and the glass palace of the immense
Sheba cycle I have shown in another
study to be variants of this. The
great antiquity of these—especially
the glass window—can be demon-
strated.”™ “Glaze and vitreous paste,”
so close to glass that its absence in
the same region comes as a surprise,
were “known and widely used in
Egypt and Mesopotamia from the
fourth millennium B.C. onwards.”"
But such stuff, applied to clay objects,
has a far better chance of leaving
a trace of itself than does pure glass
which simply disintegrates in damp
soil—a process which I often had
opportunity to observe in ancient
Greek trash-heaps. This easily ac-
counts for the scarcity of glass re-
mains outside of Egypt.

~ If glass and iron perish, what shall
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we say of silk? The “fine twined
linen” of the Jaredites (Ibid., 10:24)
offers no serious problem, since as I
pointed out in an earlier letter, scraps
of very fine linen have actually sur-
vived at prehistoric sites in various
parts of the world.™ But the same
verse speaks of silk. Since few sub-
stances suffer more complete oxida-
tion than silk, it is not surprising that
the only evidence we have of its
early existence is in written rec-
ords."

But these are quite sufficient to
allow the Jaredites the luxury of their
silken garments, if any credence is
to be placed in the claims cited in
the Encyclopedia Britannica that silk
was known in China in the first half
of the third millennium B.C. and in
India as early as 4000 B.C.! The
priority of India over China suggests
a central distribution point for both
of them, which would of course be
central Asia, and indeed Khotan in
Central Asia was the great world
silk center of the Middle Ages. The
making of silk on Greek islands at a
very early date, and a legend of the
Minoan Daedalus reported by Apol-
lodorus which can only refer to silk
culture, also strongly indicate Asia
rather than China as tie prehistoric
distribution center of the knowledge
of silk in the world.

Tue Animar KiNnepDom

Like metal and glass, the animals
of old have long been misrepresented
by the settled preconceptions of the
antiquarians. Until five years ago—
and perhaps yet—the very best ar-
chaeologists were convinced that the
camel was not known in Egypt until
Greek and Roman times, and dis-
missed the Biblical account of Abra-
ham’s camels (Gen. XII: 16) as the
crudest of blunders." Yet J. P. Free
has been able to demonstrate the
continued existence and use of the
animal in Egypt from prehistoric
times to the present, and that on the
basis of evidence within the reach of
any conscientious student.”” We know
that the horse, like the iron with
which it is so often associated in con-
ventional history, did not appear on
the scene in only one place to spread
gradually and steadily throughout
the world but was “repeatedly in-
troduced into the primitive Indo-Ger-
manic culture-area, filtering in, so to
speak, again and again.” While
certain prehistoric peoples (e.g., at
Anau) had the ox and the horse be-
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fore either the dog or the goat, others
(like the Erteboellian) had the dog
long before the others. “It is rather
remarkable,” writes McGovern, “that
we find no specific reference to the
camel among the Scythians and Sar-
matians, although . . . its existence and
usefulness must have been known.”"

The moral is that we can never be
too sure. Any naturalist would as-
sume that the elephant has been ex-
tinct in western Asia for hundreds of
thousands of years, for all the evi-
dence the creature has left of itself.
It is from written history alone that
we receive the assurance that large
herds of elephants roamed the tem-
perate lands of Syria and the Upper
Euphrates as late as the eighteenth
Egyptian dynasty, when the Pharaohs
hunted them there for sport, and that
elephants were used by the warlords
of Central Asia well into the Middle
Ages.™ In late antiquity the wild
variety disappear without trace, per-
haps because of a change in world
climate. I think it quite significant
that the Book of Mormon associates
elephants only with the Jaredites, for
there is no apparent reason why they
should not have been so common in
the fifth as in the fifteenth century
B.C. All we know is that they be-
came extinct in large parts of Asia
somewhere between those dates, as
they did likewise in the New World,
to follow the Book of Mormon, leav-
ing only the written records of men
to testify of their existence.

“They have plenty of iron, ac-
carum, and andanicum,” says Marco
Polo of the people of Kobian. “Here
they make mirrors of highly pol-
ished steel, of large size and very

COLOR OF SPRING
By Elizabeth A. Hutchison

LEAR, vibrant yellow makes the pulses
beat
With sudden joy on cold gray days when
Spring
Tiptoes about on crocus-sandaled feet
Where sodden leaves and snow-curled
grasses cling;
Forsythia, shimmering in palest gold,
Excites the senses, wakens listless eyes;
They look with swift delight upon the mold
Wher]f green-gold willows curve on ashen
skies
And marvel at the bold, bright daffodils
Uplifting trumpets, heralding the dawn
Of life’s rebirth upon the distant hills,
Which soon a gentle sun will smile upon.
The tulips’ golden goblets are designed
For f(i;ue(rlxching thirst the soul has not de-
ned.

handsome.” The thing to note here
is not primarily the advanced state
of steelworking in Central Asia,
though that as we have seen is signifi-
cant, but the fact that no one knows
for sure what accarum and andani-
cum are. Marco knew, of course, but
since the things didn’t exist in Eu-
rope, there was no western word for
them, and so all he could do was to
call them by their only names. It
is just so with the cureloms and cu-
moms of Ether 9:19. These animals
were unknown to the Nephites, and
so Moroni leaves the words untrans-
lated, or else though known to the
Nephites they are out of our experi-
ence so that our language has no
name to call them by. They were
simply breeds of those ®...many
other kinds of animals which were
useful for the food of man.” (Ibid.,
9:18.) The history of the breeding
of “animals which were useful for
man” is an extremely complex one;
to trace even such conspicuous breeds
as the Arabian horse, the dromedary,
or the ox is still quite impossible.”™
Travelers in central Asia, both from
Europe and the Far East, always
comment on the peculiar breeds of
animals they find there—camels with
two humps (which are really no more
like the Arabian camels than a llama
is like a sheep),"™ big-tailed sheep, and
strange varieties of oxen and horses,
for none of which it is possible for
the travelers to find words in their
own languages.™ So they call drom-
edaries and Bactrian camels both
“camels” and kulans “horses,” just
as no doubt the Book of Mormon
designates as sheep and cattle breeds
that we would hardly recognize. I
find it most reassuring that the Book
of Ether, taking us back to archaic
times, insists on complicating things
by telling about animals plainly ex-
tinct in Nephite days and breeds that
we cannot identify.

The description of how people were
driven out of a land by a plague of
serpents that then “hedge up the way
that the people could not pass” (Ether
9:31ff) may put a strain on your
scientific credulity. I hasten to re-
lieve it. Pompey the Great, we are
told, could not get his army into
Hyrcania because the way was barred
by snakes along the Araxes, a stream
that still swarms with the creatures.”™
One of the chief philanthropic activi-
ties of the Persian magi was to make
war on the snakes—a duty which

(Continued on page 167)
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EVIDENCES AND RECONCILIATIONS

(Concluded from page 143)
Tasire II

OCCUPATIONS OF HEADS OF FAMILIES WHO LIVE ON FARMS
AS REPORTED IN THE 1950 L.D.S. CHURCH CENSUS

(For example, number one (1) below: Of the total heads of families who live on farms, 75.13 percent of them

earn their living as farmers.)

Missions Stakes Church
Percent of Percent of Percent of
Code Occupation Total Total Total
0  Professional and Semi-professional 42 1.12 .95
1 Farmers, Farm Laborers, Owners, and Managers 74.06 75.47 75513
2 Proprietors, Managers, Officials, etc. 1552 2:12 2.44
3 Clerical, Sales, and Kindred Workers 1.58 1.98 1.88
4 Craftsmen, Foremen, and Kindred Workers 8.97 6.88 7.40
5  Operatives and Kindred Workers 3.03 2.94 2.96
6 Domestic Service Workers .06 .04 .04
7 Protective Service Workers 24 35 833
8 Service Workers (excl. Domestic and Protective) 1.03 (1 .82
9 Laborers, (excl. Farm and Mine) 4.12 2.58 2.93
10 Educational Workers .61 1.46 1.25
11 Occupations not reported (Retired, Misc., etc.) 4.36 3.69 3.86
TOTAL PERCENT LIVING ON FARMS 100.00 100.00 100.00
Tasre III
PERCENT OF HEADS OF FAMILIES BY OCCUPATION WHO LIVE ON FARMS
AS REPORTED IN THE 1950 L.D.S. CHURCH CENSUS
Missions Stakes Church
Percent of Percent of Percent of

Code Occupation Total Total Total
0  Professional and Semi-professional 1.81 6.22 4.88
1 Farmers, Farm Laborers, Owners, and Managers 79.61 85.91 84.36
2 Proprietors, Managers, Officials, etc. 4.94 941 7.92
3 Clerical, Sales, and Kindred Workers 3.16 5.58 4.74
4 Craftsmen, Foremen, and Kindred Workers 9.04 11.04 10.24
5  Operatives and Kindred Workers 5.13 9.05 .17
6 Domestic Service Workers 1.16 2.60 1.83
7 Protective Service Workers 2.02 6.16 4.55
8 Service Workers (excl. Domestic and Protective) 5.25 7.46 6.57
9 Laborers (excl. Farm and Mine) 9.39 13.28 11.68
10 Educational Workers 7.94 16.07 14.19
11 Occupations not reported (Retired, Misc., etc.) 1.19 13.06 10.52

(Continued from page 165)
must go back to a time when the race

was sorely pressed by them.™ The
Absurtitani were said to have been
driven from their country by snakes,
and Esarhaddon of Assyria recalls the
horror and danger of a march by his
army through a land “of serpents and
scorpions, with which the plain was
covered as with ants.” In the thir-
teenth century A.D. Shah Sadrudin
set his heart on the building of a capi-
tal which should surpass all other
cities in splendor; yet the project had
to be abandoned after enormous ex-
pense when during a period of
drought the place so swarmed with
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serpents that no one could live in
it It is interesting in this connec-
tion that the plague of serpents in
Ether is described as following upon
a period of extreme drought. (Ibid.,
9:30.)

In the tenth chapter of Ether we
read how great hunting expeditions
were undertaken in the days of King
Lib into the rich game country of
the south “to hunt food for the peo-
ple of the land” (Ibid., 10:19.) West-
erners are prone to think of hunting
as a very individualistic activity; in-
deed, Oppenheimer insists that hunt-
ers operate “always either in small

groups or alone.” But that is not the
way the ancient Asiatics hunted. Ac-
cording to Odoric and William, the
Mongols always hunted in great bat-
tues, thousands of soldiers driving the
game towards the center of a great
ring where the king and his court
would take their pick of the animals.”™
That was the normal way of provi-
sioning an army and a nation in
Asia as Xenophon describes it seven-
teen centuries before Carpini. (Cyrop.
II, iv.) Thousands of years before
Xenophon, a pre-dynastic Egyptian
carved a green slate palette on which
he depicted an army of beaters form-

(Continued on following page)
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ing a great ring around a panicked
confusion of - animals being driven
towards a round enclosure in the
center. It is the royal hunt, Jaredite
fashion, at the dawn of history.”™ In
these great hunts the king was al-
ways the leader, as among the Jared-
ites: “And Lib also himself became
a great hunter.” (Ibid., 10:19.)
“Kings must be hunters,” and every
royal court must have its hunting
preserve in imitation of the early
rulers of Asia who invariably set
aside vast tracts of land as animal
refuges where habitation was forbid-
den."™ Here the Book of Mormon
confronts us with a truly astound-
ing “scoop”: “And they did preserve
the land southward for a wilderness,
to get game. And the whole face of
the land northward was covered with
inhabitants.” (Ibid., 10:21.) The pic-
ture of the old Asiatic hunting econ-
omy is complete in all its essentials
and-correct on all points.

i (To be continued)
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oriE JAREDITE

by Hugbh Nibley, Ph.D.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION,
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Dear Professor F.

F MY insistent harping on central
I Asia annoys you, let me remind

you again that the Book of Ether
gives us no choice. It never lets us
forget that what the Jaredite kings
did was a conscious imitation and
unbroken continuation of the ways
of “the ancients,” of “them of old,”
on the other side of the water. This,
incidentally, is another indication
that we are not to regard the Jaredite
migration as taking place immediately
after the flood, for the fall of the
tower saw the destruction of an an-
cient and established order. The
Jaredites left their homeland driving
great herds of cattle before them in
the immemorial Asiatic manner, and
even if they had never been nomads
before, they certainly lived the life of
the steppes during those many years
before they set sail (Ether 3:3); and
when they embarked, they crammed
all they could of their beasts into
their small boats, “flocks and herds”
and other beasts (Ibid., 6:4) and,
upon reaching the New World, con-
tinued to cultivate “all manner of
cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of
sheep,” just as their ancestors had in
the old country. (Ibid., 9:18.) Noth-
ing could be better calculated to keep
the Old World ways alive than those
notoriously conservative secret so-
cieties which Ether always traces
back to “the oaths of the ancients”
and which at all times have exerted a
fatal attraction on the men of Asia.
We have already noted that such
secret abominations are the neces-
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sary product of a society in which so-
cial ties may be easily broken. The
political history of the Jaredites clear-
ly betrays in all its aspects the ways
of the “space people.”

Jaredite history in the New World
was formally inaugurated by a gen-
eral assembly and census of the en-
tire nation (Ibid., 6:19), a thorough-
ly Asiatic practice which goes back to
the days of prehistoric hunters and
which lies at the root of all ancient
political organization, as I have dem-
onstrated in a number of articles.™
Strictly in accordance with the an-
cient pattern, this assembly was the
occasion for the choosing of a king,
and the establishment of a dynasty,
which as the brother of Jared clearly
foresaw, could only lead straight to
the slough of Old World intrigue and
turmoil from which the Jaredites had
already been once delivered (Ibid.,
6:23.) He was right, for presently
one Corihor “. . . rebelled against his
father, and went over and dwelt in
the land of Nehor; . . . and drew
away many people after him.” (Ibid.,
7:4.) Then he went back to the
land of Moron and captured his fa-
ther but was subdued by his right-
eous brother Shule who achieved an
ambition of every Asiatic monarch to
“. . . spread his kingdom upon all
the face of the land.” (Ibid., 7:11.)™
Shule then gave his capable brother
and erstwhile rival “power in his
kingdom™ (Ibid., 7:13), a surprising
but quite authentic touch, from which
it appears that emirs shared in the
immense task of ruling the empire,
as in Asia. Shule’s grandson “. . . re-
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belled against his father, and came
and dwelt in the land of Heth,”
drawing people away until he had
gained half the kingdom. (Ibid., 8:2.)
His deposed father “. . . departed out
of the land with his family, and
traveled many days” to reach the
place where later the Nephites were
to be destroyed; from there he con-
tinued eastward until he reached the
sea (Ibid., 9:3), where he lived in
tents and was joined in time by other
refugees from his distracted kingdom
(Ibid., 9:9), where civil war had re-
duced the population almost to zero
—another Asiatic touch, as we shall
see. Years later, when the royal
brothers Shared and Coriantumr
fought for the kingdom, the latter
beat his brother, “did pursue him to
the wilderness of Akish,” where the
two armies raided each other by
night and “did lay siege to the wilder-
ness,” until Coriantumr emerged vic-
tor, chased his brother’s successor to
the seashore, only to be beaten in
turn and pursued back to the wilder-
ness of Akish, taking “all the people
with him, as he fled before Lib. . . .”
(Ibid., 14:15.) More battles and an-
other pursuit to the coast (Ibid., 14
26), thence to the waters of Riplian-
cum, then southward to camp in
Ogath, then to the hill Ramah for
the - showdown.
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This sampling should give a pic-
ture of the peculiar warfare of the
Jaredites, a war of motion with no
set frontiers, great armies sweeping
over the continent in flight or pursuit,
making the most of space by continu-
ally falling back on this or that
“wilderness,” setting up rival camps
for a period of a year or two, while
dissenting groups or individuals join
themselves to one army or another.
It is Asia all over again, and it calls
. for a geographical note.

The North American continent is
¢ a rough copy of the Asiatic, with
tundra and forest in the north giving
way to open grasslands, deserts, and
finally tropical jungles in the south.
The main difference is that in Asia
everything is bigger: the forests and
plains seem never-ending, the deserts
are wider, hotter and drier, the moun-
tains far higher and more forbidding,
the jungles deeper and more danger-
ous, the rivers wider and deeper. And
yet these formidable barriers have
.+ not prevented the rapid and cease-
less marches and countermarches of
, mighty armies in every age. One of
», the earliest of Aryan texts is the
prayer: “May we go smoothly along
the roads, find good pathways in the
mountains, run easily through the
forests, and cross happily the rivers!™*
During one campaign, we are told,
APRIL 1952

the army of Juji “was separated by
only about twelve hundred miles”
from the main body of Mongols.”™
That should give some idea of the
distances covered by these hordes that
would winter in the plains of France
or Hungary and make their summer
camps in the Altai or on the Onon
River almost within sight of the
North Pacific. It was not all flat
plains, either, for the kings of the
steppes extended their rule time and
again to China, India, Persia, Asia
Minor, Europe, and Siberia, which
meant regularly traversing some of
the greatest deserts, highest moun-
tains, and widest rivers on earth.
The Asiatic state consists of two
main elements, on the one hand a
sedentary populace living in oases
cities and bringing the arts, industry,
and agriculture to sometimes aston-
ishing peaks of perfection, and on the
other hand a migratory ruler, moving
at the head of his warlike host—a
tribal army of conquerors with his
own tribe and family as its nucleus—
ever marching from city to city and
from castle to castle over burning
wastes or freezing mountain passes
to overawe the world, stifle rebellion,
and above all curtail the ambitions
of any possible rival to world domin-
ion.™ This army is a moving nation,
with its wives and children — the

Mongols when they left their fam-
ilies behind inaugurated a radical
change in steppe warfare, achieving
a speed and mobility that quickly
paralyzed the slower-moving hordes
or their rivals, who still observed the
old-fashioned custom of marching
with their families and household ef-
fects. The Hyksos in the eighteenth
century B.C., and the People of the
Sea five hundred years later were just
such nations on the march—a devas-
tating army, but an army carrying
all their goods and families along
with them as they sought new lands
to settle, “sweeping off the inhabi-
tants of the land, all who would not
join with them,” exactly in the Jared-
ite manner. (Ibid., 15:27.)" At all
times among the people of the steppes
“the nation and the army are one
and the same; the lord of the clan
or rex becoming duke or vovoid” in
battle.”™ This is certainly the case
with the Jaredites, whose kings are
before everything leaders in the field,
and who go to battle “with their
wives and their children—both men,
women, and children being armed
with weapons of war, having shields
and breastplates, and head-plates, and
being clothed after the manner of
war.” (Ibid., 15:15.) The armor de-
serves mention, since it is now known

(Continued on following page)
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(Continued from preceding page)
that armor is another central Asiatic
invention of great antiquity, bor-
rowed in later times by Europe and
the Far East, but reaching a high
state of perfection on the steppes in
prehistoric times.™

Since the Jaredite kings with their
migratory armies were constantly on
the move in the best Asiatic manner,
is there any reason why they should
not have covered Asiatic distances?
Then why all the fuss about Cumo-
rah? From the Narrow Neck of Land
to New York state is a distance that
staggers us, but for Juji or Timur it
would be a milk run. Because we
think of journeys in terms of hours
or days at the most we are liable to
forget that people who never stop
moving think of space not in terms
of time but of stages, and that when
it is broken down into stages, the
longest route on earth becomes ne-
gotiable even to the most primitive
means of transportation—in a word,
distance is no object. A glance at the
map will show that the vast extent
of territory covered by the Jaredites
is really rather moderate by Asiatic
standards. The Brigham Young Uni-
versity expedition of 1900 actually
took teams and wagons from Provo
to Peru in a matter not of decades
but of weeks.

When King Omer was overthrown
by his son Jared, he had to travel
“many days” before he was beyond
the reach of the usurper who had
seized a kingdom that was “spread
upon all the face of the land.” (Ibid.,
9:3, 7:11.) In fact he fled as far as
he possibly could, from Central Amer-
ica to the Great Lakes and New Eng-
land coast regions, which were to be-
come the classic hiding and fighting
grounds of the latest Jaredites. It is
here that we must seek the bones and
burial mounds of the Jaredites, but
not their cities. Just as the great
structures of the Mongols, among the
noblest buildings on earth, are to be
found in the south and west, far
from the primordial hunting and
fighting grounds of the tribes, so the
great monuments of Jaredite civiliza-
tion abound in the lands of the south
that they first settled rather than in
the wilderness of the last great bat-
tles. One of the strange paradoxes
of history is that the nomads of the
steppes were perhaps the greatest
builders of all time, though their nor-
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mal type of “city” was “more sug-
gestive of an ordo-like tent-city than
a town in the usual sense.” In the
lands that the Mongol conquers, he
builds Taj Mahals and Jehols, but in
his own lands the “winds clean up the
place which has been soiled, the pas-
tures which his flocks have cropped
grow greener than ever, and Nature
promptly repairs all the mischief he
has done to her clean orderliness.”*
And so “mighty nomad empires rose
and vanished into the unknown”
without a trace. The thing to note
is that in the Asiatic pattern: camp
culture, that leaves no mark behind,
and city culture have been character-
istically sponsored by the same tribes
and rulers since the beginning of his-
tory. That people should live as no-

The Throne of Darius, depicting among
other things Darius himself sitting upon
the throne. An inscription on the throne
reads: “Behold the representation of those
who bear my throne, and you shall know
how great is the number of the lands
which Darius the King has seized.” Com-
pare this with the “exceedingly beautiful
throne” of Riplakish (Ether 10:6) and
the oppressive means by which he got it.

mads and yet build great cities is no
more contradictory than that they
should be both hunters and farmers
or both herdsmen and merchants at
one and the same time. But from the
first, men have preferred to practise
hunting, grazing, and farming in spe-
cial areas set aside for the purpose,
a custom duly observed by the Jare-
dites, as we have seen. (Ibid., 10:19-
21.)" A study of the old Asiatic
system will provide a ready explana-
tion for any apparent difficulties in
locating Cumorah where the Book of
Mormon says it was.

The normal life of Asia is one of
chaos, violence, and insecurity pro-
duced by constant warring between
the tribes and rivalry among ambi-
tious men within them. From time
to time a superman appears who, first
gaining complete control of one tribe,
ruthlessly crushes his neighbors one
by one, forcing the survivors to make
common cause against him and form
a great coalition; a final showdown
in which this coalition is either de-
stroyed or victorious in a great “battle
of the nations” decides the fate of the
world for generations to come. If
the great man wins, the world knows
a period of enforced peace and unity
under the absolute sway of one iron
will. At any moment in his career
the world conqueror has to face one
particular rival, his most dangerous
rival of the hour, against whom his
whole attention is directed with pas-
sionate personal hatred and dedicated
fury. This can be shown from almost
any page of the life of any would-be
cosmocrat from Sargon to Hitler. It
is the leitmotif of Jaredite history as
well, which, whenever it becomes co-
herent, crystalizes about the person of
some dreadful but competent warrior
pitted against an equally alarming
rival. While “Coriantumr dwelt with
his army in the wilderness for the
space of two years, in which he did
receive strength to his army,” his op-
ponent Shared “also received strength
to his army” through the operation
of “secret combinations.” Later Cori-
antumr pitched his tents by the hill
Ramah and spent four years “gather-
ing together the people.” (Ibid., 15:
11-14.) Just so, Genghiz Khan hid
out in the wilderness for two years
recruiting an army against his rela-
tive Wang Khan, who was doing the
same thing,” and later devoted four

(Continued on page 258)
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(Continued from page 238)

years to building up an army to meet
the emperor of Khwarizm, who
worked feverishly to build up his
army, each doing everything in his
power to “draw off” his enemy’s sup-
porters to his own side.”

This system of “drawing off” is, as
we have noted before, very ancient
in Asia. There is even a special Ara-
bic word for it jadhab. “From whom
shall T take away . . . the awful
sovereignty?” asks Mithra in the
Avesta, which is full of legendary
heroes who draw off each other’s
followers.™ The gathering of rival
forces is regularly accompanied, as
in the Book of Mormon, by exchange
of personal letters between the chiefs
and the sending of formal challenges:
“Let the Shanyu come to the South
and either meet the emperor in open
battle or else become a subject and
pay reverence to the imperial throne,”
is a typical example.™ Jealousy and
ambition, says Xenophon (Cyrop VI,
ii), are the essence of Asiatic king-
ship, which is an intensely personal
thing; he describes how Croesus and
Cyrus devoted every ounce of their
energy and treasure, gathering to-
gether huge conglomerate armies to
fight it out for the rule of all Asia.
How intensely personal this rivalry
was has been recounted in the un-
forgettable pages of Herodotus. In
the Egyptian annals Pharaoh alone
is the only victor and the only hero,
and the issue of every war is simply
his personal argument with the op-
posing monarch.” Every king of
Babylonia or Assyria performs all of
his tremendous feats singlehanded,
as the monuments explain, and makes
it a point to report that his Majesty
personally dispatched the rival king:
“In the midst of the battle my own
hand captured Kashtilash, the Kas-
site king”; “against the king himself,
at the point of the spear, unto the
setting of the sun I waged battle.”*
This last vividly recalls the Book of
Mormon picture of Shiz and Corian-
tumr fighting with each other un-
til nightfall. (Ibid., 15:20ff.) The
actual exploits of a Sargon, Cyrus,
Thothmes III, or Rameses II, more-
over, give us to understand that the
personal combat between kings was
no mere hollow boast but actually
took place.

Since every war was a personal
combat between two kings, it was

customary for them to challenge each
other to single combat. The king of
the Scythians sent his challenge to
the king of the Massagetae and also
to the great Darius, whose father ex-
changed challenges with an earlier
queen of the Massagetae; the king of
the Visigoths challenged the Emperor
Honorius to single combat as King
Lazarus of Servia did Amurath the
Turk, and so on.™ I need not point
out at this date that the whole sys-
tem of chivalric etiquette originates
on the steppes of Asia. The great
khans when their rivals were cap-
tured in battle would personally be-
head them, as Chinese generals still
do other Chinese generals.” Queen
Tomyris not only beheaded Cyrus,
according to Herodotus (I, 205), but
mad with hatred, sloshed his head
around in a skin filled with blood.
It was common among the rulers of
the steppes to convert the skull of a
personal enemy into a drinking cup,
as the emperor of the Bulgars did
with the skull of the Emperor Nice-
phorus, and the king of the Hiung-nu
did of the top piece of the ruler of
Iran.”" The ancient Ukranians would
take their oaths by drinking blood
from such vessels.”” The Assyrian
rulers collect the skins of rival mon-
archs, as the Ja Lama did in our own
day.””

We have dwelt at unsavory length
on these gory details because it is
necessary to explain what the Book
of Ether is about. The grim ferocity
with which the rulers of Asia con-
centrate all their wrath against the
person of a rival king belongs to the
Jaredite tradition: “And it came to
pass that Coriantumr was exceedingly
angry with Shared, and he went
against him . . . to battle; and they
did meet in great anger.” (Ibid., 13:
27.) And “when Shiz had received
his epistle, he wrote an epistle unto
Coriantumr, that if he would give
himself up, ‘that he might slay him
with his own sword, that he would
spare the lives of the people.” (Ibid.,
15:5.) During the battle that en-
sued, “Shiz arose, and also his men,
and he swore in his wrath that he
would slay Coriantumr, or he would
perish by the sword.” (Ibid., 15:28.)
What these men seek before every-
thing else is not power or victory but
settlement with a personal rival.

(Continued on page 260)
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WaRs oF EXTERMINATION

Both Shiz and Coriantumr as they
moved about on their endless cam-
paigns “swept off the inhabitants be-
fore them, all them that would not
join them.” (Ibid., 14:27.) This is
the classic Asiatic method of forced
recruiting: ~ “If the neighboring
province to that which they invade
will not aid them,” says an eyewit-
ness of the Tartan technique, “they
waste it, and with the inhabitants
whom they take with them, they pro-
ceed to fight against the other
province. They place their captives
in the front of the battle and, if they
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@ T sEEMS that there are always some regrets in the living of
No matter what decisions we make or fail to make,
we are likely to wonder what would have happened if we
/5 had done differently; and often we are likely to feel sure
that we should have done differently. Being human, as we
To some extent, at least, most
of us are feeling and fumbling our way along; and perhaps
there is almost no day that we couldn’t look back upon and
wish to improve. There is perhaps almost no day that we
couldn’t wish we hadn’t said some things we have said, that
we hadn’t thought some things we have thought, or that
we hadn’t done some things better than we did. Life, it
seems, is in part a process of repentance. In a sense, progress
itself is a process of repentance; and the man who thinks
he doesn’t make mistakes is deceiving himself. Individually,
collectively, privately, publicly, there is no doubt we have
made many mistakes, and our problems and perplexities and
debts and difficulties, our regrets, and serious uncertainties
are in part a payment for the mistakes of the past. There is
no use denying them, when we know we have made them.
The future will be more as we would want it to be if we
admit our mistakes and repent and improve and not per-
sistently say there weren’t any errors, and not doggedly
pursue the same disastrous path and pattern.

¢ life.

it; all are, we make mistakes.

penalties sooner or later.

the penalties.
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As Emerson observed: “Always
pay, for first or last you must pay every debt”” And the
sooner we repent and pay, the lighter is the compounding of
Having admitted our mistakes, having sin-
cerely repented of the past, there remains an incentive to
look forward from here, with hope, and with faith for the
future. If there is anything we deeply regret, from here on
is our opportunity—for great is the power of repentance.
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do not fight courageously, put them
to the sword.” In such a way the
Asiatic war lords from the beginning
“ ... swept the earth before them”
like Shiz (Ibid., 14:18), and like the
Communist hordes of our day, forcing
all that lay in their path to become
part of them. “I counted them among
my people,” says the Assyrian con-
queror of one nation after another,
and this ancient formula would seem
to go back to our old friend Nimrod,
whom popular superstition saw re-
incarnated in Genghiz Khan as he
“became a mighty hunter,” accord-
ing to Carpini (Ch. vi.) “He learned
to steal men, and to take them for
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prey. He ranged into other countries
taking as many captives as he could,
and joining them to himself,” as
Nimrod had done, by awful oaths.
This system of “sweeping the earth”
explains how it was possible for
small and obscure Asiatic tribes to
rise very quickly to be conquerors of
all Asia and most of Europe: The
tribe that gave its name to the con-
quering hordes was merely the
nucleus of an army which snowballed
into a world army by forced recruit-
ing of all it met.

A great deal has been written
about the calculated Schrechlichkeit
of the great conquerors, especially
Genghiz Khan, whose practices have
been condoned by recent biographers
on the grounds that there is no better
weapon than terror to soften up op-
position, provoke early surrender, and
thus save lives. Certainly terror is
the keynote of Asiatic warfare with
its “absolute contempt for human
life,” and the boast of an Assyrian
king might be echoed by many an
ancient and modern successor: I
marched victoriously, like a mad dog,
spreading terror, and I met no con-
queror.”" Being a mad dog seems
to us a poor thing to boast of, but
the terror was carefully calculated.
Shiz would have understood as in his
pursuit of Coriantumr “ . . . he did
slay both women and children, and
he did burn the cities. And there
went a fear of Shiz throughout all
the land; yea, a cry went forth
throughout the land—Who can stand
before the army of Shiz? Behold, he
sweepeth the earth before him!”
(Ibid., 14:17-18.) When Corihor
gained a victory, it was his turn to be
the terror of the earth and “ . . . the
people began to be frightened, and
began to flee before the armies of
Coriantumr. . . . ” (Ibid., 14:27.)

An important by-product of the
Asiatic-Jaredite system of rallying
armies and absorbing nations is an
efflorescence of robber bands on all
the face of the land. All who will
not join the great armies are put to
death, as we have seen, but what of
those who escape? They are natural-
ly outlaws, having no allegiance to
any king and hence no rights or
claims to protection. To survive,
these people band themselves to-
gether, and since all are deserters
whose heads are forfeit, their be-
havior becomes very dangerous. Asia
has at all times swarmed with rob-

(Continued on following page)
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ber bands, exactly as did this conti-
nent under the Jaredites, and from
time to time these robber bands have
formed coalitions strong enough to
ruin states and overturn thrones.
After wars between the Mongols and
Mamelukes had exhausted all their
resources and brought ruin to many
lands, soldiers from both sides banded
together in robber armies, gathered
up the outcasts in the deserts and
mountains, and came near to con-
quering all of western Asia.** The
pages of Bar Hebraeus swarm with
these robber bands and good descrip-
tions of how they operate. Whenever
central governments became weak-
ened by wars and corruption, bands
of robbers would appear as if out of
the earth, as when early in the ninth
century the robber Omar became the
terror of all the Near East and joining
forces with the robber-chief Nasir in
the north “began to destroy the
world.”"”

Just as robber bands often formed
the nucleus of world-conquering ar-
mies (some Chinese emperors had
whole armies composed of “bad young
men”), so those world armies, once
beaten, promptly broke up into rob-
ber bands again, while their leader,
lately a world ruler, would find him-
self again nothing but a bandit
chief.** The years during which
Justinian and Chosroes were locked
in deadly rivalry for the rule of the
world saw the rise in western Asia
of a motley array of robber gangs
numbering 12,000 men, who brought
complete ruin upon a large part of
the civilized world; in this time of
panic and insecurity “great schism
fell upon the Arabs (i.e. the inhabi-
tants), and in every quarter a man
rose up who did not agree with his
companion.”™” This typical and re-
current state of things vividly recalls
the awful days of the Jaredite robbers,
when every man slept on his sword
to guard his property from every
other man—and still had it stolen.
(Ibid., 14:1-2.)

We need not dwell on the path-
ological aspects of Asiatic warfare—
the hideous disguises, the bloody
oaths, the insane yells, the pyramids
of heads and all that. In Taras Bulba
Gogol describes the Kazakh hordes
as going quite insane in battle or, as
Ether puts it: “ . . . they were drunk-
en with anger, even as a man who is

drunken with wine.” (Ibid., 15:22.)
One unpleasant aspect of the business
worthy of mention is the universal
custom of scalp collecting, at all times
practised with zeal on the steppes of
Asia as in America.*” It was the rule
in Asia for great conquerors to dis-
seminate the belief that they were

not human but actually incarnations
of the devil!"™”

The insane wars of the Jaredite
chiefs ended in the complete annihila-
tion of both sides, with the kings the
last to go. The same thing had al-
most happened earlier in the days of
Akish, when a civil war between
him and his sons reduced the popula-
tion to thirty. (Ibid., 9:12.) This all
seems improbable to us, but two cir-
cumstances peculiar to Asiatic war-
fare explain why the phenomenon is
by no means without parallel: (1)
Since every war is strictly a personal
contest between kings, the battle
must continue until one of the kings
falls or is taken. (2) And yet things
are so arranged that the king must
be the very last to fall, the whole
army existing for the sole purpose of
defending his person. This is clearly
seen in the game of chess, in which
all pieces are expendable except the
king, who can never be taken. “The
shah in chess,” writes M. E. Mogha-
dam, “is not killed and does not die.
The game is terminated when the
shah is pressed into a position from
which he cannot escape. This is in
line with all good traditions of chess
playing, and back of it the tradition
of capturing the king in war rather
than slaying him whenever that could
be accomplished.” You will recall
the many instances in the Book of
Ether in which kings were kept in
prison for many years but not killed.
In the code of medieval chivalry,
taken over from central Asia, the
person of the king is sacred, and all
others must perish in his defense.
After the battle the victor may do
what he will with his rival—and
infinitely ingenious tortures were
sometimes devised for the final
reckoning—but as long as the war
went on the king could not die, for
whenever he did die, the war was
over, no matter how strong his sur-
viving forces. Even so, Shiz was
willing to spare all of Coriantumr’s
subjects if he could only- behead
Coriantumr with his own sword. In
that case, of course, the subjects would
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become his own. The circle of war-
riors, “ . large and mighty men
as to the strength offimen Se- )
(Ibid., 15:26) that fought around
their kings to the last man, represent
that same ancient institution, the
sacred “shieldwall,” which our own
Norse ancestors took over from Asia
and which meets us again and again
in the wars of the tribes, in which
on more than one occasion the king
actually was the last to perish. So
let no one think the final chapter of
Ether is at all fanciful or overdrawn.
Wars of extermination are a standard
institution in the history of Asia.

To cite a few examples, when
Genghiz Khan overcame the great
Merkit nation, he left only one man
alive—the brother of his favorite
wife.*” The Assyrian kings would
systematically annihilate every living
thing in the lands they conquered,
sowing fields with salt, like the
Romans, and flooding the sites of
cities they destroyed to convert them
into uninhabitable wastelands.”’ In
cities of a million inhabitants the
Mongols left not a dog or a cat alive,
and they converted vast provinces into
complete deserts.”™ The great island
of Cyprus was an uninhabited waste
for seven years after the Turkomans
took it.*™

The Goths in a single battle
entirely  exterminated the  Sciri
(Jordanes, Ch. 53), as the Huns
did the Scythians and Alans, and as
the Mongols did the Tartars.”® The
Mongols themselves met retribution in
1732 when their own kinsmen, the
Manchus, wiped out nine-tenths of
the Oret Mongols in a Chinese-in-
spired project aimed at the complete
obliteration of both sides.™ Such
mutual suicides of nations were not
uncommon: the Kin and the Hsia
Hsia, the two greatest empires of their
day and as closely related in blood
as were the people of Shiz and
Coriantumr, engaged in fifteen years
of warfare that wiped out eighteen
million people—a figure that makes
Ether’s two million (Ibid.; 15:2) look
rather paltry.™

Incidentally, the wars of Genghiz
Khan cost China alone forty mil-
lion lives!™ The Hunnish Jao
Dynasty of the North and the
Dsin Empire of the South almost
achieved mutual quietus during a
civil war in which “neither side was
willing to make peace until the
other was completely crushed.”™ In

(Continued on following page)
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the first century B.C., the Huns
divided to follow two brothers, Jiji
and Huhansie. Twenty years of war
followed, and the deadlock was only
when in 43 B.C. [iji’s people in
despair finally fled west in the best
Jaredite ~manner, leaving “vast
stretches of land bare and deserted”
behind them.™

This sort of history should con-
vince the most skeptical that the
Book of Ether is not exaggerating in
what it tells us either of what hap-
pened or of the scale of events. The
whole picture is a conservative one
by Asiatic standards but by the same
standards completely authentic.

What the Jaredites left behind was
a land littered with bones, for *
so swift and speedy was the war,”
that . . . the whole face of the land
was covered with the bodies of the
dead,” (Ibid., 14:21f), and a genera-
tion later “ . . . their bones lay scat-
tered in the land northward.” (Omni
1:22.) A medieval traveler, passing
Kiev years after the great wars be-
tween the Mongol and Russian
hordes, reports: “When we were
traveling through this country, we
found an innumerable multitude of
dead men’s skulls and bones lying
upon the earth.” Far away, in Com-
mania and Cangle, “we found many
skulls and bones lying upon the
ground like cattle-dung.” All the
living inhabitants, he notes, were re-
duced to slavery.”” Where burial was
at all possible after such battles, the
only practical procedure was to heap
up the bodies in great piles and cover
them with earth, “erecting great
tumuli over them,” as when the whole
Naiman nation was buried in mounds
after its destruction.”®  Joinville,
traveling a whole year through Asia
to reach the court of “the cham of
Tartary,” saw all along the road of
Tartar conquest “large mounds of
bones.”™ A comparison of the pre-
historic mounds of Asia and America
is still to be undertaken.

(To be continued)
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“A YOUNG GIRL’S
PRAYER”

By Patricia Austin Hayes

EAR Lord, today I am sixteen.
D My feet are on the threshold

of young girlhood, and the
“road of life” lies ahead clear and
shining. I don’t ask for fame and
fortune, but only for the things
that really count. As I journey
down this “road of life,” I want
it to be with unfaltering steps. Help
me to keep from wandering off on
the little paths of temptation, be-
cause I want to meet the challenges
of life with unfailing courage and
faith. Let me be proud and un-
ashamed, and keep the threads of
my life from becoming tangled and
broken, because, when I've reached
the close of life here on earth, I
want it to be like the end of a beauti-
ful day, peaceful and loved, to be
remembered with pleasant thoughts
and kind words.

Help me, dear Lord, to keep my-
self pure and untouched for the
man I will marry someday and for
the children I will bear. Give me
the knowledge and understanding to
help those who have strayed and
fallen by the wayside. Give me
faith in the finer things of life and
the courage to stand by my ideals.
All these things I ask of you, for
I know that alone I cannot fight
the temptations life offers, but with
your help I can make my life worth
while and my happiness complete.
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The WORLD of the JAREDITE

My dear Professor F.:

in dealing with any ancient text is,

never oversimplify. For all its sim-
ple and straightforward narrative
style, this history is packed as few
others are with a staggering wealth of
detail that completely escapes the cas-
ual reader. The whole Book of Mor-
mon is a condensation, and a masterly
one; it will take years simply to un-
ravel the thousands of cunning in-
ferences and implications that are
wound around its most matter-of-fact
statements. Only laziness and vanity
lead the student to the early convic-
tion that he has the final answers
on what the Book of Mormon con-
tains. “It is the constitutional dis-
position of mankind,” said Joseph
Smith, “to set up stakes and set
bounds to the works and ways of the
Almighty. . . . Why be so certain
that you comprehend the things of
God, when all things with you are
so uncertain?”*® These words apply
equally to the wildest revivalist and
the ablest scientist. Tertullian taught
that anything which is not specifical-
ly stated in the Bible to have occurred
in the past must actually be assumed
not to have happened at all.

Even the most opinionated Bible
student today would not limit himself
so strictly; but granted that we may go
farther than Tertullian, how far may
we go? Nothing in the restored
gospel was more offensive to the
Christian world than its insistence
on going much too far to suit the
Christian world, and daring to speak
of doctrines and events not mentioned
in the Bible at all; for example, Brig-
ham Young states, in the face of long
centuries of misinterpretation of
Genesis 1:14: “How long the starry
heavens have been in existence we
cannot say; how long they will con-
tinue to be we cannot say. How
long there will be air, water, earth;
how long the elements will endure
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, HISTORY AND RELIGION, BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

ParT IX

in their present combinations it is
not for us to say. Our religion
teaches us that there never was a
time when they (the physical ele-
ments) were not, and there never
will be a time when they will cease
to be; they are here and will be
hereafter.”™

Obviously the implications of
such statements are highly offen-
sive to many good Christians. Six
months before his death the Prophet
Joseph Smith declared: “I have
tried for a number of years to
get the minds of the Saints prepared
to receive the things of God; but we
frequently see some of them, after
suffering all they have for the work
of God, will fly to pieces like glass
as soon as anything comes that is
contrary to their traditions. . . . 7™
Of what traditions is he speaking?
Not infant damnation or baptism by
sprinkling or Neoplatonic ideas about
God, for such things the Saints had
left behind. The traditionalism to
which he refers is clear from another
address given by the Prophet at about
the same time, when he said, “I sup-
pose I am not allowed to go into an
investigation of anything that is not
contained in the Bible. If I do, I
think there are so many over-wise
men here, that they would cry ‘trea-
son’ and put me to death. So I will
go to the old Bible and turn com-
mentator today.”™ Notice that good
members of the Church are charged
with two follies: 1, taking the Bible
as the only possible source of knowl-
edge, and 2, interpreting the Bible
strictly in the light of their own
limited experience.

Turning to the Book of Mormon,
is it not possible there also to fall
into the old sectarian vice of over-
simplifying? Are there not many
Latter-day Saints who will insist that
every American of pre-Columbian
descent must be a Lamanite because,
forsooth, there were once Nephites

and Lamanites, and the Nephites
were destroyed? Yet the Book of
Mormon itself makes such an inter-
pretation impossible. The Nephites
were destroyed, we are told, but it is
pertinent to the case of the Jaredites
to ask, what does the Book of Mor-
mon mean by destroyed? The word
is to be taken, as are so many other
key words in the book, in its primary
and original sense: “to unbuild; to
separate violently into its constituent
parts; to break up the structure.” To
destroy is to wreck the structure, not
to annihilate the parts. Thus in I
Nephi 17:31 we read of Israel in
Moses’ day that, “ . . . according to
his word he did destroy them; and
according to his word he did lead
them . . . ” bringing them together
after they had been “destroyed,” i.e.,
scattered, and needed a leader. “And
as one generation hath been destroyed
among the Jews,” according to II
Nephi 25:9, “ . . . even so have they
been destroyed from generation to
generation according to their iniqui-
ties.”

A complete slaughter of any one
generation would of course be
the end of their history altogether,
but that is not what “destroyed”
means. Of the Jews at Jerusalem
Nephi says (I Nephi 17:43): “I
know that the day must shortly come
that they must be destroyed, save a
few only. . . . ” Later, “ . . . after
the Messiah hath risen from the dead
. . . behold, Jerusalem shall be de-
stroyed again. . . . ”* (I Nephi 25:14.)
In these two cases what actually hap-
pened was that the Jews were all
scattered “ . . . save a few only” that
remained in the land. The Israelites
upon entering the Promised Land,
we are told, drove out “ . . . the
children of the land, yea, unto the
scattering them to destruction.” Here
it is plainly stated that the destruc-
tion of the Canaanites was their scat-
tering—as is known to have been the
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case. Likewise of the Nephites:
“ ... and after thy seed shall be
destroyed, and dwindle in unbelief,
and also the seed of thy brethren,
behold these things shall be hid
up . ..” (I Nephi 13:35), where both
Nephites and Lamanites dwindle in
unbelief after they have been de-
stroyed.

Only once in the Book of Mormon
do we read of a case of annihilation,
when we are specifically told that
“ ... every living soul of the Am-
monihahites was destroyed . . . ”
(Alma 16:9), where not only the so-
cial structure but each individual is
undone. In other instances, the Lord
promises that he will not utterly
destroy the descendants of Lehi’s
youngest son, Joseph (II Nephi 3:3),
or of Lemuel (Id., 4:9), and even
Nephi is told that God “ . . . will
not suffer that the Gentiles will ut-
terly destroy the mixture of thy seed,
which are among thy brethren . . .”
(I Nephi 13:30), even though the
promise and fulfilment were that the
Nephites should be “destroyed.”

So when we read that the Jaredites
. . were destroyed by the hand of
the Lord upon the face of this north
country . . . ” (the very first verse
of Ether), we are to understand that
the nation was smashed and dis-
persed, but not that the catastrophic
final battle was necessarily the whole
story. The first thing that occurs to
King Mosiah on the discovery of the
twenty-four gold plates was, “ . . .
perhaps, they will give us a knowl-
edge of a remnant of the people who
have been destroyed, from whence
these records came . . . ” (Mosiah
8:12), showing that whether anyone
survived or not, for Mosiah at least
it was perfectly possible for remnants
of a people to exist after that people
had been “destroyed.” But did not
Ether prophesy that “ . . . every soul
should be destroyed save it were
Coriantumr”? (Ether 13:21.) Every
soul of what? Specifically of “his
kingdom . . . and all his household.”
Ether himself, hiding in a cave, was
not included in the number, and
neither were other inhabitants of the
continent—Nephites, Lamanites, and
Mulekites that were actually living
here at the time of the Jaredite de-
struction. Neither were renegade
Jaredites, wandering far and wide
beyond the confines of the kingdom.
That there were such renegades will
appear from a number of things.
MAY 1952
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A PERMANENT HERITAGE
Nephites with Jaredite Names

In the first place, a number of
undeniably Jaredite names turn up
from time to time among the Ne-
phites. Such striking coincidence calls
for investigation, for it can hardly
have been an accident. From the
Book of Mormon we learn that the
Jaredites and Nephites spoke entirely
different languages, and even a cur-
sory search will show that Jaredite
proper names have a peculiar ring of
their own. Their most characteristic
feature is the ending in -m. This is
called mimation and is actually found
among the most ancient languages of
the Near East, where it was followed

by the later nunation, or ending in -n,
the most characteristic feature of
classical Arabic and also of Nephite
proper names, as we noted above.™
The correct use and sequence of
mimation and nunation in the Book
of Mormon speaks strongly for the
authenticity of the record, for the
principle is a relatively recent dis-
covery in philology. It may be illus-
trated by the only Jaredite common
nouns known to us, curelom and
cumom, and the only adjective,
shelem, applied to a mountain
because of its exceeding height.”
(Ibid. 3:1.) Tt is interesting that the
original meaning of the best known
of Semitic roots, Salam, may be “a
(Continued on following page)

(Reproduced from Fewkes, 1907, pl. 10.)

This old engraving of an Arawak dance to the Earth Goddess may be taken as
representative of the ways of the Jaredites and Lamanites in the days of their decadence.
The picture presents an astonishing number of Old-World elements: the griffori-headed
devil with claws for feet, the many-headed, central figure strongly reminiscent of certain
Egyptian-Hellenistic idols, the feathered and turbaned headdresses, the pitchforks and
especially the trident held by the leading figure, the ring-dancing—all are found com-
bined in the cults and abominations of the Old World, in which the Earth Goddess

usually is the most conspicuous figure.
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(Continued from preceding page)
high place” (Arab. sullam, “ladder,
stairway, elevation”) with the idea
of safety, and hence peace, as a sec-
ondary derivation.

But it is the proper names that
concern us here. When out of the
short list of Jaredite names preserved
to us, a respectable percentage turn
up as Nephite names as well, it is
high time to ask, is this one case
where the author of the Book of
Mormon has slipped up or is there
something significant about those
Nephites who bear Jaredite names?
The answer is a surprise: Every one
of these men has a Mulekite back-
ground and is a leader of subversive
movements against the Nephite state
and religion! The significance of this
will appear at once if we consider
that the only case of definite over-
lapping between the Jaredite and
Nephite peoples is provided by the
episode of Coriantumr and the
Mulekites.

Coriantumr, the last Jaredite chief,
spent the last nine months of his
life among the Mulekites. These
people had left Jerusalem eleven
years after Lehi did and therefore
three years after Lehi’s people had
already settled in the New World.
We are told that “Coriantumr was
discovered by the people of Zara-
hemla . . . ” (Omni 21), who must
have been traveling quite awhile to
meet him even halfway between their
landing place in Central America and
Cumorah; in all probability they
traveled a good deal more than half-
way, and perhaps all the way, since
Coriantumr had been very badly
wounded, and with not a soul to help
him could not have got very far; the
fact that he lingered only nine months
after his rescue implies as much,
though it does not necessarily prove
it. But the evidence strongly suggests
that the Mulekites “discovered” Cori-
antumr shortly after the last Jared-
ite battle, and hence that they had
been on the continent for quite
awhile, though some years fewer than
the Nephites. The overlap between
the Mulekite and Jaredite cultures was
at least nine months long and may
have extended over many years. At
any rate we have proof that the
Jaredites made a permanent cultural
impression on the Nephites through
Mulek, for centuries after the destruc-
tion of the Jaredite nation we find a
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Nephite bearing the name of Cor-
iantumr, and learn that this man
was a descendant of Zarahemla, the
illustrious leader of the Mulekites.
This shows the Jaredite influence
reaching the Nephites through Mule-
kite channels, which is exactly what
one would expect. The name had
been preserved either in the royal
family (Coriantumr the Jaredite
would have been the guest of the
chief) or in the records—most likely
the former, since people do not as a
rule go to written histories for their
names, while nothing is more per-
sistent than personal names, most of
those we use today being at least a
thousand years old.

The first land settled by the Jare-
dites was Moron, a name still borne
by one of the last Jaredite kings. Now
the Nephite land “. . . in the borders,
by the seashore on the edge of the
wilderness was called by them Moroni,
... ” and anyone with a rudimentary
knowledge of the Near East will in-

POSTSCRIPT
By S. H. Dewhurst

FOR all that the mind has in sight,
It still has this to see:
The future is only as bright

As the heart will let it be.

stantly recognize Moroni as meaning
“belonging to Moron,” or “of
Moron,” the old -i ending being the
most familiar and unchanging suf-
fix from the oldest Egyptian and
Babylonian to modern Arabic, and
always having the same signification
of relationship. Both the time—the
very end of Jaredite history—and the
place—the outer borderland—agree
in bringing the two names Moron and
Moroni together in a cultural over-
lap. A parallel case is that of Morian-
ton, the name of an early Jaredite
king and also of a land on the coast
settled by a Nephife of the same
name about 72 A.D. In this case the
man might well have taken his name
from the land he colonized, as ancient
conquerors used to (e.g., Africanus,
Germanicus, etc.), being named for
the old Jaredite coastland which he
resettled. The survival of Jaredite
place names is further indicated by the
hill Shim. The ten-year-old Mor-
mon was told that he would be able
to find that hill when he grew up,

though it lay in another part of the
country, because it would be called
Shim (Mormon 1:3), which shows
that it actually went by its Jaredite
name among the Nephites; for it is
probable that Moroni is giving the
hill its Jaredite name in Ether 9:3,
since it is his practice to use Jaredite
names in describing itineraries, and
the very next name on the list after
Shim is undoubtedly Jaredite. An-
other Jaredite place name, Nehor,
given to the wilderness into which
the first Jaredite rebel withdrew, as
well as to a city built in that region,
was borne by a notorious Nephite
apostate.

Noah was a Jaredite king, and an-
other Noah was a Nephite king, but
the latter was not a pure-blooded
Nephite, for his father Zeniff was the
last leader of the Mulekite colony.
Noah’s priest Alma also betrays a
mixture of culture if not of blood; his
stamping ground was the old Mule-
kite country, and two of his grand-
sons bore the Jaredite names of
Shiblon and Corianton. (Ether 31:7.)
Though Corihor was the grandson of
the first Jaredite king, the name was
borne by a Jaredite of the last genera-
tion, when it may have been taken
over by the Nephites as Korihor.

Considering how few Jaredite
names we have, it seems clear, then,
that we have here a definite overlap-
ping of the two cultures. What
clinches the matter is the fact that
our Nephites with Jaredite names all
have Mulekite background and con-
nections. That the Mulekite-Jaredite
background represented a definite
cultural tradition among the Nephites
and was consciously cultivated is, I
believe, very clearly shown in the
behavior of men with Jaredite names.
Five out of the six whose names are
definitely Jaredite betray strong anti-
Nephite leanings, and the sixth one,
Shiblon, was only saved from the
ranks of such rebels because an angel
converted his anti-Nephite father. Of
the others, Morianton sought to lead
a great body of people back into the
wilderness; Coriantumr was a notori-
ous apostate and subversive; Korihor
rebelled against the church and state
and tried to inaugurate a mass up-
rising; Nehor actually succeeded in
setting up a rival system of religion
and government in opposition to the
Nephite rulers and was only stopped

(Continued on page 340)
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(Continued from page 318)
when he was executed for murdering

a righteous judge; King Noah, of
mixed Mulekite descent, horrified the
Nephites by introducing the ways of
the old Jaredite kings—oppressive
taxation, whoredoms, and abomina-
tions, . elegant and spacious
buildings, . . . ” the pursuit of his
opponents into the wilderness, priest-
ly colleges and ritual hierodules, and
all the rest. We have here two op-
posing ways of life, with strong indi-
cation that all the popular support is
by no means on the side of the Ne-
phites. That the name of the prize
rebel of them all, Gadianton, is not
found in the short Jaredite list is not
to be wondered at, but we only need
to compare it with such titles as
Morianton and Corianton to realize
that it is good Jaredite.

There is nothing in the Book of
Mormon that shows direct contact
between the Nephites and the Jared-
ites. There is always a go-between—
the Mulekites, who, as the story of
the elder Coriantumr shows, were the
nearest neighbors to the Jaredites and
separated, as we learn from Mosiah’s
account, by a considerable distance
from the Nephites. Everything points
to the absorption of a good deal of
Jaredite culture by the people of
Zarahemla shortly after their arrival:
The tradition of a very Jaredite pat-
tern of behavior and dissent against
Nephite rule of men of Mulekite
background bearing Jaredite names
makes the case pretty clear. The
dropping of the name Jaredites by
their mixed descendants has many
historical parallels. Thus the Hur-
rians lost their name so quickly and
completely when they mixed with the
Hittites that until recent years it
was doubted that there ever were
such people; yet we now know that
it was the Hurrians, ranging over the
vast back-country to the north, that
supplied the Hittites with their rul-
ing class and their tradition of em-
pire. Such a role may the scattered
and nomad Jaredites of the last days
have played in contact with the more
civilized but less aggressive people
of Zarahemla, completely losing their
Jaredite identity but still given away,
as are the Hurrians, by the strange
names of their leaders.

Tue HIDERS

Decisive, I believe, in determining
the ultimate fate of the Jaredites is

the fact that they were past masters
at dodging and hiding. Their history
begins with Nimrah and Omer hid-
ing in the wilderness and ends with
Shiz and Coriantumr and Ether him-
self doing the same. Are we to be-
lieve of such people that when “
part of them fled to the army of Shiz,
and a part of them fled to the army of
Coriantumr . . . ” (Ibid., 14:20), none
of them attempted to flee to the
wilderness or that no one tried
to get away when “ . . . the cry went
forth throughout the land . . . > that
Shiz was approaching, sweeping the
earth before him (Ibid., 14:18), or
that no one succeeded in escaping
when “the people began to be fright -
ened, and began to flee before the
armies of Coriantumr’™  (Ibid.,
14:27.) When we read that the wild
hosts . . . swept off the inhabitants
before them, all them that would not
join them . . .” (Ibid., 14:27), the pic-
ture is that of people doing their
best to get out of the way, the classic
picture of those who “flee to the
mountains” or break for the woods
on the approach of the Assyrian king,
the Mongol hordes, or the modern
Chinese general™ In Asia the
escapees often formed themselves for
survival into formidable, warlike
tribes (the modern Goloks are such)
and carried on a tradition and style
of warfare remarkably like that of
the North American Indians.*® Cen-
turies of wars of annihilation have
given the people of central Asia “a
great heritage of the hiding instinct,
and only by using and cultivating
this have they avoided extermina-
tion.”™* As we have seen, this valuable
instinct was zealously cultivated
among the Jaredites, and nowhere is
there any indication that none made
their escape, either during the final
war or at an earlier time.

When Shiz and Coriantumr at-
tempted a universal levee en masse,
it was not the work of four weeks to
bring their armies together, but of
four years, which argues an outstand-
ing lack of patriotic passion among
the people in general. Such levees
took just as long in Asia (e.g. those
of Genghiz Khan and the king of
Khwarazm), and for the obvious rea-
son that the people were very widely
scattered, out of touch with the
central governments, reluctant to co-
operate in an enterprise in which

(Continued on page 342)
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they had nothing to gain but wounds.
The same situation is clearly sug-
gested in Ether: “ . . . they were for
the space of four years gathering to-
gether the people, that they might
get all who were upon the face of
the land, and that they might re-
ceive all the strength which it was
possible that they could receive.”
(Ibid., 15:14.) Note the purpose
clause: We are not told that they
achieved their goal, but only that
they tried; in the next verse the
statement “ . . . when they were all
gathered together, . . . ” is simply
a general remark (it is a favorite
expression with Homer) that could
be made of any group no matter how
large or how small.

On top of this, the established
Jaredite practice of simply refusing
to join any army and living as rob-
bers or “bands of outcasts” would
have made it very hard to keep the
people in line even after the big
armies had sucked them in. Ether
finds it worthy of note that great
numbers actually stuck it out to the
end and can only attribute their be-
havior in not deserting and going
back to the woods to the power of
Satan. (Ibid., 15:19.) And what of
the robbers? Were they wiped out?
Did they reform? As the nation
became more and more involved in
a hopeless war, bandits could oper-
ate with increasing immunity, their
numbers swelled by opportunists and
deserters, and as in Asia their depre-
dations would continue unchecked
for generations. Nothing is less sur-
prising, then, than to find the direst
villain of Nephite history, one whose
craft was “ . . . to carry on the secret
work of murder and of robbery . . . ”
(Helaman 2:4), whose secret bands
lurked in the wilderness and oper-
ated as a murderous underground,
going under the Jaredite name of
Gadianton.

The combing of the land for re-
cruits did not include the entire
continent, for it completely over-
looked the Nephites, Lamanites, and
Mulekites living on it, and who is
to say that given thousands of years
to wander in, plus a great tradition
of hunting and nomadism, no Jared-
ites could have gone to the outermost
limits of the continent? Ether is
writing the history of one nation
only, and Moroni is presenting less
than one percent of that history

342

THE WORLD OF THE JAREDITES

(Ether 15:33)—a few renegades are
no concern of theirs. Those who
drop out of the main picture simply
cease to exist for Ether’s history or
for any other history. But we would
welcome a word from the Book of
Mormon that might show us that
there actually were such lost and
wandering groups on the hemisphere.

As if for the specific purpose of
giving us that assurance, a few terse
verses in Omni point to the people
of Zarahemla, whose history is given
so briefly as to seem entirely without
significance otherwise. Though these
people play an important role once
they enter the sphere of Nephite
history, their whole past is summed
up in but three verses. (Omni 15-17.)
That shows us how closely the editors
of the Book of Mormon stick to the
business at hand, shunning any kind
of digression and stubbornly refusing
to tell about any people but the an-
nounced subjects of their history. The
people of Zarahemla are only men-
tioned because they have to be—
since they in time became bona fide
Nephites. But the brief and grudg-
ing nod to their past is a priceless
clue for us. It is a reminder that
just because Lehi’s people had come
from Jerusalem by special direction
we are not to conclude that other
men cannot have had the same ex-
perience. And by the same token
the fact that the Jaredites were led
to the land of promise at the time
of the dispersion gives us no right
to conclude that no one else was
ever so led, either earlier or later
than they. It is nowhere said or
implied that even the Jaredites were
the first to come here, any more
than it is said or implied that they

were the first or only people to be
led from the tower. Long after the
Book of Mormon appeared, Joseph
Smith quoted with approval from
the pulpit reports of certain Toltec
legends which would make it appear
that those people had come origi-
nally from the Near East in the time
of Moses;™ whether such a migra-
tion ever took place or not, it is
significant that the Prophet was not
reluctant to recognize the possibility
of other migrations than those men-
tioned in the Book of Mormon.

The argument of silence bears
some weight in considering the pos-
sibility of “other sheep.” When the
Jaredites journey into a land “where
there never had man been,” our
history finds the fact worthy of note,
even though the party was only pass-
ing through. Now there is a great
deal said in the Book of Mormon
about the past and future of the
promised land but never is it de-
scribed as an empty land. The de-
scendants of Lehi were never the
only people on the continent, and the
Jaredites never claimed to be.

While on the subject, I cannot
resist the temptation to quote for
you a remarkable passage from
Origen’s First Principles, in which
that zealous scholar quotes from
Clement, who, as you know, comes
close to being the earliest Christian
writer after the Apostles:

Clement, the disciple of the Apostles,
recalls those whom the Greeks designate
as antichthonians (dwellers on the other
side of the earth), and other parts of the
earth’s sphere (or circuit) which cannot
be reached by anyone from our regions,
and from which none of the inhabitants
dwelling there is able to get to us; he calls
these areas “worlds” when he says: “The
Ocean is not to be crossed by men, but
those worlds which lie on the other side
of it are governed by the same ordinances
(lit. dispositions) of a guiding and direct-
ing God as these.”®®

Here is a clear statement that the
earliest Christians taught that there
were people living on the other side
of the world who enjoyed the guid-
ance of God in complete isolation
from the rest of the world. The teach-
ing was very soon lost along with
other “precious things” and is never
approved again after Origen (Au-
gustine specifically opposed it), but
it well illustrates how the Saints in
every age have made due allowance

(Continued on page 344)
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(Continued from page 342)
for the dealings of God with all

humanity and refused to regard their
own limited experience as the only
measure of divine providence among
men.

In 1898 a farmer grubbing up
stumps near the town of Alexandria,
Minnesota, turned up a stone slab
containing what appeared to be an
ancient Runic inscription. Like the
Book of Mormon the thing was
promptly denounced as a fraud, and
the universal concensus of the ex-
perts heaped scorn upon the clumsy
forgery for forty years. But now it
transpires that the Kensington Stone,

O Bting -

hope for a finer future.

down a wrong road.

as it is called, is no fake but very
probably the genuine article. (Se
much for the authority of scholar-
ship!)*® The inscription tells us of
bands of Norsemen wandering about
in the Middle West at least 130
years before Columbus. Whether
true or not, does the Book of Mormon
have any objection? Of course not.
The Kensington Stone also tells us
that these Norsemen suffered a grim
and bloody end—quite in keeping, in
fact, with the Book of Mormon pat-
tern. We offer this as a test case:
for once we have admitted that all
pre-Columbian remains do not have

(Continued on page 346)
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RICHARD L. EVANS

0 DOUBT most of us are aware of things we should like

to alter—in our own lives; in the lives of others, and in
the whole outlook of events; and often we are kept going by
our faith and hope that there will come a time when things
will be better. Often we look or wish for a time when we our-
selves shall be better, when we shall be personally improved,
when our affairs will be in better order, when we shall do
and be and act more as we would want to be.
are dissatisfied with ourselves or with circumstances, or when
we aren’t making progress along our intended path, our
hope should be more than merely hope.
we hope to have more friends, but the kind of friends
we would hope to have come from being the kind of
friend we would wish others were.
our debts to be paid. But debts don’t dissolve themselves by
piling more debts upon them, or by leaving them as they are.
We have no real reason to hope for debts to disappear or for
conditions to be better if we do nothing to make them better.
Sometimes we are carried toward consequences beyond our
control by uninvited events that take us where we wouldn’t
choose to go. But we don’t always have to accept ourselves
or circumstances outside ourselves as they are.
many day-to-day decisions which we can in a measure make
and must make which would give us more real reason to
And it should be said again and
again that we shall not suddenly become something we
are not. The building process, personal progress and im-
provement, and the power to do better and be better, just
don’t suddenly come without effort. The only way to repent
is to repent. The only way to improve is to improve. The
only way to be what we want to be is to begin to be what we
want to be. We cannot alter the trend of the past or improve
upon the present simply’ by sitting as we are or by continuing
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(Continued from page 344)
to belong to Book of Mormon people,

the field is clear to the anthropologist;
and the problem of the Book of Mor-
mon archaeologist, when such ap-
pears, will be to find in America
things that might have some bearing
on the Book of Mormon, not to prove
that anything and everything that
turns up is certain evidence for that
book. This obvious fact I pointed out
in an article in THE IMPROVEMENT
Era of April, 1947.

There is not a word in the Book
of Mormon to prevent the coming to
this hemisphere of any number of
people from any part of the world
at any time, provided only that they
come with the direction of the Lord;
and even this requirement must not
be too strictly interpreted, for the
people of Zarahemla had
brought no records with them; and
they denied the being of their Cre-
ator . .. ” (Omni 17), i.e., they were
anything but a religious colony. No
one would deny that anciently “this
land” was kept “. . . from the knowl-
edge of other nations . . . ” (II Nephi
1:8), but that does not mean that
it was kept empty of inhabitants,
but only that migration was in one
direction—from the Old World to
the New; for even as Lehi was ut-
tering the words just quoted, the
Jaredites were swarming in the east,

and the old man refers to others yet

to come, “ . . . all those who should

be led out of other countries by the

hand of the Lord.” Must we look for

all those in the Book of Mormon?
(To be continued)
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ON THE BOOKRACK

(Concluded from page 334)

WHALER 'ROUND THE HORN
(Stephen W. Meader. Harcourt, Brace
& Co., New York. 1950. 244 pages.
$2.50.)
THIS author can always be counted
on to tell a good story with clean,
courageous action mixed in. The au-
thor states in his foreword: “In
W haler ‘Round the Horn 1 have tried
to catch the thrill of whaling and the
magic of the Pacific islands with no
attempt at the impossible task of rival-
ing Melville. It is my hope that many
of the teen-agers who read my story
will be led to a fuller enjoyment of
Moby Dick and Typee as they grow
older.”” That in itself can serve as the
review of this exciting story.—M. C. ].

UNUSED ALIBIS
(Edited by Philip Henry Lotz. Associa-
tion Press, New York. 1951. 120 pages.
$2.00.)

HIs is a series of brief biographs of

sixteen people who could easily have
produced “alibis” for failure because of
handicaps. Their stories will afford
challenging reading to old and young
alike. They dared to think that they
could accomplish something in spite of
their seemingly overwhelming handi-
caps. And they did accomplish things—
much to the edification and stimulation
of all who read about them, as well
as some embarrassment for the fact
that most of us accomplish so little

when we have so much we could do
with—M. C. ].
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Part X

Dear Professor F.

possible survival of a few Jaredite

escapees prowling in the woods?
Because it would take no great number
of such renegades to perpetuate “upon
the face of this north country” the
ways of the Jaredite nomads and
hunters. We have said that when
the Asiatics hide in the mountains
and the woods, their way of life
becomes just like that of the In-
dians. Indeed Professor Grousset can
think of no way of life so perfectly
like that of the scattered and dis-
organized tribes of Asia after the
destruction of the great nations than
that of the North American Indians
at the time of their discovery by the
whites.”™ And what is more natural
than that conditions in the north
country, littered with bones and
haunted by savage hunters, should
present after the passing of the
Jaredite nation just the sort of
wreckage and savagery that make the
Asiatic scene after the passing of em-
pire? In time descendants of Jaredite
hunters and robbers would combine
with Lamanite riffraff, as their an-
cestors did with the Mulekites, and
the old Jaredite stock would survive,
like the Nephite, as a “mixture” only.
(I Nephi 13:30.) But the ways of
the Jaredite hunters, perfectly adapted
as they were to conditions of life
in this north country, would not only
hold their own but also remain pre-
dominant. This complicates the pic-
ture considerably, but for that matter,
the anthropologists themselves now
begin to detect just such complica-
tions in their own picture, as Gladwin
has shown us with much spirit and
wit.*

We need not discuss the well-
known affinities between the North
Americans and the hunters of Asia—
shamans, mounds, peace pipes, scalp-
ing, secret societies, and all that*
Contacts between the natives on the
Asiatic and American shores of the
far North Pacific still take place, but
that is strictly a local phenomenon.”
It is the really ancient Asiatic back-
ground of the Indians that interests
me. In a recent study on the rise
of the ancient state in Central Asia,
I drew evidence equally from the
American ethnologists and the Old
World sources, and it all fitted neatly
into a single picture. But whatever
connection there might have been
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BUT why all this insistence on the

e WORLD or rue

between the Asiatics and the Indians
—save for those maddeningly obvious
ties with the Near East to which
Gladwin draws attention—must have
been a very early one indeed, for the
Asiatic languages are among the most
conservative and widespread on earth,
and if the two worlds had been in
contact anywhere near as recently as
certain authorities believe, the Asiatic
nature of the Indian languages should
be instantly recognizable. To date
no one has been able to recognize
those languages as those of the Asiatic
steppes.

Now all this is as the Book of
Ether would have it. That account
tells us that at the very dawn of
history, many thousands of years ago,
a party of nomad hunters and stock
raisers from west central Asia crossed
the water—very probably the North
Pacific—to the New World, where
they preserved the ways of their
ancestors, including certain savage
and degenerate practices, and carried
on a free and open type of steppe
warfare with true Asiatic cruelty and
ferocity; it tells us that these people
moved about much in the wilderness,
for all they built imposing cities,
and that they produced a steady
trickle of “outcasts” through the cen-
turies. A careful study of the mo-
tions of the Jaredites, Mulekites,

Nephites, and Lamanites should cor-
rect the absurd oversimplification by
which the Book of Mormon as a
history is always judged. It will show
as plain as day that the Book of
Mormon itself first suggests the
Asiatic origin of some elements at
least of the Indian race and culture
long before the anthropologists got
around to it. The scientists no longer
hold that one migration and one
route can explain everything about
the Indians. The Book of Mormon
never did propound a doctrine so
naive. Though it comes to us as a
digest and an abridgment, stripped
and streamlined, it is still as intricate
and complex a history as you can
find; and in its involved and tragic
pages nothing is more challenging
than the sinister presence of those
fierce and bloody-minded “Men out
of Asia” known in their day as
Jaredites.

TuEe Bic PicTURE

The time has come to draw a few
conclusions. If you will recall, I set
out to prove “that certain strange and
unfamiliar things described in Ether
could have taken place as described
because they actually did take place
—characteristically and repeatedly—
in those culture areas in which, ac-

Journals of anthropology are full of such photographs of forlorn-looking Indians.
They are essentially *“hiders,” seeking only to escape any involvement with the outer
world. The danger and exertion of life in Jaredite times drove many into the wilderness
as permanent refugees. It is not impossible that their descendants have left a strain in
the blood and culture of the predominantly Lamanite American Indians.
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cording to the Book of Mormon, the
Jaredites acquired their culture and
civilization.” Among such strange
and unfamiliar things we mentioned
that valley of Nimrod, the confound-
ing of the languages, the great wind,
deseret, and the flooded plains of the
Old World, while in the New World
our list includes such items as the
great assembly of the nation, the
drawing off of followers by bribes,
oaths by kings in prison, fine work
done in prisons, the dancing princess,
strange breeds of animals, plagues of
serpents, great national hunts, and
special hunting preserves, the nation
in arms, peculiar strategy and tactics,
the formation of armies by forced re-
cruiting, systematic terrorism, the rule
of robber bands, wars of extermina-
tion regarded as personal duels be-
tween rival rulers, with the ritual
survival of the king. The list of
bulls’-eyes is a long one, and if it is
not as long as Lehi’s it is because
Ether takes fewer shots (Nephi,
which covers but eight years, can
devote much more attention to detail)
and at an, if possible, even more diffi-
cult target. His percentage of hits
is no less staggering.

Individually I find the parallels
between the Jaredites and the early
Asiatics very impressive, but taken
together their value increases as the
cube of their number. In the Book
of Ether they are woven into a perfect
organic whole, a consistent picture of
a type of society the very existence of
which has come to be known only
in recent years, and which is quite
different from that Indian culture
into which it later developed. How
beautifully integrated this short his-
tory is! There is a great calamity,
a confusing and confounding of peo-
ples and tongues, a general scatter-
ing in many directions from a point
somewhere to the north of Mesopo-
tamia.** Then a migration into un-
known lands covered with swamps
and lakes, the dank remnants of the
last ice age, and then tremendous
winds that overtake the party just
as they set sail. Some years after
their landing in the New World
they hold a general assembly and
JUNE 1952

choose a king; his son in time rebels
and inaugurates centuries of bitter
warfare, ending eventually in a war
of extermination with odd survivors
lurking in the woods and deserts.
Numbers, distances, and times all
fit together perfectly, but the sort of
thing that can be most fully checked
and is virtually impossible to fake is,
as I have often insisted, the sort of
thing that was done and the way
it was done. It is the big picture
that is really impressive.

But our main purpose in writing
these letters, if you will think back
to the first one, was to refute the
Einheitstheorie of a single beginning
for the origin of the Indians, since
you protested that the Book of Mor-
mon was over-simplifying the story.
I think by now it should be apparent
that the Book of Mormon account is
not as simple as it seems. Ether
alone introduces a formidable list
of possibilities, few of which ‘have
ever been seriously considered. Fore-
most among these is the probability,
amounting almost to certainty, that
numerous Jaredites survived in out-
of-the-way places of the north to
perpetuate a strong Asiatic element
in the culture and blood of the Amer-
ican Indian.

To write a history of what could
have happened at the very beginning
of recorded history would have been
as far beyond the scope of any scholar
living in 1830 as the construction of
an atom bomb would have been. The
portrait of the first great states of
antiquity is only now taking shape
in our own day, and the idea of the
original Asiatic nucleus of all civiliza-
tions was undreamed of a few years
ago. Our own ideas will have to be
revised continually on many points,
but the main outlines of the picture
are firm and clear—and it is the
same picture that meets us in the
Book of Ether. One of the most sur-
prising discoveries of recent years has
been the revelation that wherever the
experts search, in Babylon, Thebes,
Ras Shamra, Central Asia, or the Far
East, we are met at every period of
history by an almost unbelievable
mix-up of physical and linguistic

types. And as the biological picture
becomes more complex, the cultural
one seems to become more simple,
the whole civilized world at any mo-
ment of its history seeming to share
in a general sort of way in a single
common world civilization. This is
also the picture we get in Ether,
where the nations and tribes are
already thoroughly “confounded” in
Jared’s day, while certain institutions
and practices are described as being
common to “the ancients” as a whole
and as flourishing among all nations.

Consistent with this picture is the
fact that a number of Jaredite names
are also Bible names. You asked in
your last letter how that can be if the
Jaredite language was the lost
Adamic tongue? In the first place,
let us make it clear that the language
of Jared was not the Adamic language
at all: Jared asked that his language
be not confounded, so that his people
might continue to understand each
other, not because it was a unique
or perfect language or the sacred
language of Adam, a thing which
would certainly have been mentioned
if it were so. Indeed, after the
Jaredites had made their getaway and
their language was safe, the Lord
told the brother of Jared: “the lan-
guage which ye shall write I have
confounded.” (Ether 3:24.) When
Moroni tells of the remarkable power
of the writings of the brother of
Jared, he attributes the mighty words
not to the genius of the language but
to a special gift from God to the
writer. (Ibid., 12:24.) As to the
antiquity of writing, incidentally, we
have not discussed the matter because
it is still, so to speak, completely up
in the air. At Uruk, where “the par-
ent forms” of writing first appear,
they do not do so by any gradual
process of evolution, but “suddenly
and without warning there appear
fifteen hundred signs and pictographs
scratched on clay. They seem to have
been written and used without any
signs of hesitancy,”™ showing that
writing was already well-established
somewhere in the world, and that
somewhere was the region to the
north of Mesopotamia.” The emer-
gence of writing in Egypt is just as
sudden and surprising.*”

As to Jaredite names in the Bible,
the general confusion of tongues
would not only allow it but also re-
quire it, for, remember, that the vast
majority of people who spoke Jared’s

(Continued on page 462)
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The World of the Jaredites

(Continued from page 399)
language originally were confounded
and that language contaminated, so
that while the words remained, their
meanings did not. (Ibid., 1:34.) We
would expect, then, to find Jaredite
words scattered here and there all
over the Old World. The only way
we can trace such words, of course,
is in proper names. Few people in
our society know what their names
mean, though both family names and
given names almost all once had
meanings because our names are al-
most without exception survivals from
long-dead languages, having very in-
volved and picturesque histories. Such
has always been the case with proper
names. It is not surprising that three
of the oldest cities in the world, one
of them traditionally described as the
first city in the world after the flood,
all bear the good Jaredite name of
Kish, though these cities are widely
separated. It is not surprising that
the first king of Israel should also be
named Kish. It is not surprising
that a city rivaling Kish in age and
importance in Mesopotamia should
be named Lagash, while one of the
oldest cities in Palestine was Lakish,
both recalling the Jaredite Rip-lakish,
which could mean in Babylonian
“Lord of Lakish.” A more remarkable
coincidence is that the Jaredite king,
Aha, was the son of Seth (Ibid.,
1:10, 11:10), since Menes, the fabled
founder of the First Egyptian
Dynasty, bore the name of Aha
(meaning warrior), and was sup-
posed to have succeeded Seth as the
ruler of the land. A good idea of
how mixed up things are may be
gained from considering the name of
Corihor. We noted above that the
name of the high priest who in 1085
B.C. usurped the throne of Thebes
(incidentally, the oldest city in
Egypt and the oldest city in Europe
both bear the name of Thebes—how
come?) seemed to be identical with
that of the Nephite upstart Korihor.
But we have just seen that Korihor is
just as obviously identical with the
Jaredite Corihor. What is the tie-up?
Not in Egypt, surprisingly enough,
for Hur-hor, Heriher, or whatever it
was, does not seem to have been an
Egyptian name at all, but is possibly
a late adoption from the Hurrian,
through Canaanite or Amorite; that
is, it comes from the original stamping
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grounds of the Jaredites.™ The
Nephites can thus have got it either
from the Jaredites through Mulek or
have imported it directly from their
corner of the Egyptian Empire, where
its Egyptian form was illustrious
among the followers of Ammon.

There is not a name or an event
in Jaredite history that does not call
for long and serious study. They
merit such study because they are
names and events of authentic type.
As with the Lehi story, if this is fic-
tion, it is fiction by one thoroughly
familiar with a field of history that
nobody in the world knew anything
about in 1830. No one is going to
produce a skilful forgery of Roman
history, for example, unless he actual-
ly knows a good deal of genuine
Roman history. So if Ether is a
forgery, where did its author get the
solid knowledge necessary to do a job
that could stand up to five minutes of
investigation? I have merely skimmed
the surface in these hasty letters, but
if my skates are clumsy, the ice is
never thin. Every page is loaded
with matter for serious discussion—
discussion that would fizzle out
promptly in the face of any palpable
absurdity.

But nothing could be more unfair
than to treat the Book of Ether simply
as a history. After our long preoc-
cupation with the sordid and secular
side of Jaredite history, it is high
time to remind ourselves that this
text, from which we have been ar-
bitrarily selecting for comment only
those verses which might have been
found in any ancient chronicle, is one
of the greatest treasures that ever
came to a generation of men. The
sad story of the Jaredites is but a
framework for the inspired com-
mentary of Moroni, a mighty tract
for our times but more than that for
the times ahead.

(To be concluded)
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immediately north of the Plain of Sinear.
This is in strict accordance with our own
conclusions based on the Book of Ether.
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son Square Garden. Barbara was a
“sweetheart” at Utah State Agri-
cultural College, and brother Dale
was named most preferred man at the
same school. Ruth was stake Gold
and Green Ball queen. Bob was
judged outstanding actor in a stake
play. But their most important
trophy according to the family (if
one of the smallest) is one by Father
Hutchins for his performance on his
motorcycle.
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T sEEMms that there are many important principles on which
most of us can agree. And there are many standards of

conduct that most of us feel others should observe.

But the

point where we often part company is the point of deciding
when and to whom the principles should apply. Of course
it is true that there are some wholly unprincipled people
who don’t even give lip service to a high code of conduct.
But most of the people whom most of us are likely to meet
are people who at least pay lip service to high principles—
people who concede, for example, that the Golden Rule is
a desirable code of conduct, that the Ten Commandments

and considering others as we should consider ourselves are
all indispensable principles that should apply to all persons.
Such things most of us agree to in the abstract, but we are
sometimes disposed to think more of their application to
others and to make liberal allowances for ourselves. And
when we hear some sound advice, when we hear a sensible
sermon, or when we hear a recipe or a precept for improving
people, we frequently think of others who we wish had heard
We think how fine it would be for our friends.
every day we hear or read of remarkable means and methods
that tell how to improve talents, how to make better use of
time, how to live within income, how to avoid marital mis-

are not purely of the past but still apply to people in the
Almost §

understandings, how to get along with neighbors, how to

teach children. We rarely hear or read of such suggestions

without thinking how fine they would be for our friends.

And if there is a community cause or project for which we

are called to assume some responsibility, we are frequently

(
present; that honesty, morality, fair dealing, clean living,
it.

full of suggestions as to others who should be interested in

it and who should take time to do it (excepting ourselves).
So long as we are interested primarily in improving other

slow than if we should begin with ourselves, and see first
what the recommended remedy would do for us, and second,

how fine it would be for our friends.
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eople, our own approach to improvement will be much more
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My dear F.
MORONI assures us that it is the

Lord who is running things, and

that men miss the whole point
and meaning of their lives by failing
to recognize the fact: . . . the winds
have gone forth out of my mouth, and
also the rains,” (Ether 2:24) he tells
the brother of Jared—but to men it
does not seem that way, for the Lord
is constantly showing forth “great
power, which looks small to the un-
derstanding of men.” (Ibid., 3:5.)
Men simply do not have faith and
so deny themselves the blessings and
the powers that might be theirs—
boundless knowledge, “knowledge of
all things” that is “hid up because of
unbelief.” (Ibid., 4:13.) Given faith,
God will not withhold from us a
knowledge of all things. And ironical-
ly enough, men know that they
should have faith even apart from
the thought of any reward, “for it
persuadeth [men] to do good.” (II
Nephi 33:4.) You begin with hop-
ing—*“man must hope, or he cannot
receive an inheritance,” (Ether
12:32) for “faith is things which are
hoped for and not seen; wherefore,
dispute not because ye see not, for

—Photograph used by permission of
Chamber of Commerce, Alexandria, Minn.
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ye receive no witness until after the
trial of your faith.” (Id., 6.) “ ... If
there be no faith among the children
of men God can do no miracle among
them,” (Id., 12) for he “workest unto
the children of men according to their
faith.” (See Id., 29.)

Nothing is harder than to con-
vince a man of a thing he has not
experienced: “Ether did prophesy
great and marvelous things unto the
people, which they did not believe,
because they saw them not.” (Id., 5.)
Those without faith live in a world
of their own which to them seems
logical and final; they take the very
unscientific stand that beyond the
realm of their own very limited ex-
perience nothing whatever exists!
God’s works to them look small, and
they will never be cured of their
myopia until they are willing to face
facts and pass a test that only the
honest in heart can consider without
a chill of aversion. The test is this:
o . if men come unto me, I will
show unto them their weakness. I
give unto men weakness that they
may be humble; . . . then will I make
weak things become strong unto
them.” (Id., 27.) What man of the
world or posturing Ph.D. is ever going
to ask for weakness? The men of the
world seek for the things of the world,
the realities they know—and the
greatest of these are “power and
gain.” Through the ages, the book of
Ether assures us, men have sought
these things as their highest goal,
and have invariably made the tragic
discovery that the key to control over
one’s fellow men, ie., the key to
power and gain, lies in three things:
secrecy, organization, and freedom
from moral scruples, especially from
squeamishness in the matter of shed-
ding blood. Of these three things
Moroni says: “the Lord worketh not
in secret combinations, neither doth
he will that man should shed blood,
but in all things hath forbidden it,

from the beginning of man.” (Ibid.,
8:19.) These things, the prophet
explains, have destroyed one civiliza-
tion after another, and shall continue
to destroy “whatsoever nation shall
uphold such secret combinations.”
(id., 22

We seem to be reading Thucy-
dides, who comments on Greek his-
tory just as Moroni does on Jaredite:
Men who live for this world only
invariably become dangerous para-
noiacs who destroy themselves and all
connected with them. But the Greeks
never showed us the other side of the
picture. It is there that the book of
Ether far surpasses all other com-
mentaries on human history. The
greatest of Greeks taught us, wrote
Goethe, that “life on this earth is a
hell.” Farther than that they could
not go. But the book of Ether
teaches us that life on this earth can
be heaven, that there actually have
been many “before Christ came, who
could not be kept from within the
veil, but truly saw with their eyes
the things which they had beheld
with an eye of faith, and they were
glad.” (Ibid., 12:19.) Here we are
not dealing with the usual platitudes
and truisims to the effect that if men
would only behave themselves and
help each other, they would have no
troubles—men have always known
that, only too well.

Ether shows us human society di-
vided into two groups, not the good
and the bad as such, but those who
have faith and those who do not.
They live in totally different worlds,
the one group in real heaven, the
other in a real hell. In no uncertain
terms we are shown just what kind
of world the faithless make for them-
selves to live in. This is Moroni’s
tract for our times. A generation ago
the doings of the grim and bloody
maniacs of the Asiatic steppe were as
far removed from the thought and
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experience of Western man as the
other side of the moon.

On the other side of the picture
we have the Lord himself speaking
“in all humility” (what a commen-
tary on humility!) to any man who
is ready to receive him. The Jared-
ites were not Israelites or even the
seed of Abraham: They were simply
human beings, apparently a nonde-
script body of no particular racial
affinity. Time and place cease to
exist in this story, for many men of
whom we have no record spoke face
to face with the Lord long before
he came to fulfil his earthly mission.
This remarkable indifference to any
quality but faith is carried in Ether
even into the next world, where we
learn that the Lord has prepared
“among the mansions of [his]
Father” a house for man (see Id.,
32), “a place for the children of men”
where the faithful of this earth shall
be at home among the faithful of
other worlds. Thus the bonds of
time and place are completely dis-
solved in Moroni’s theology, and the
same promises and warnings that
hung over the world of the Jaredites
are handed on to our own world.

In closing, let me point out that it
is in the Book of Mormon, specifical-
ly in the book of Ether, that we
read about things beyond the veil,
of other worlds than this—many
mansions, among which the faithful
of this world inherit but one—and of
men who talk with Jesus Christ face
to face in visions. All this I find

published in 1830, when Joseph

Smith was but twenty-four years old

and the Church not yet organized.
Yet some of my intellectual friends
are even now knocking themselves
out to show that all such ideas were
the product of Joseph Smith’s later
thinking, and that the idea of any-
thing like his First Vision was first
Worked out by a committee in Nau-
voo in 1843.

There is nothing like the story of
the Jaredites to show us that the gos-
pel is as timeless as it is true.

If the historical part of the book
of Ether were to be put forth to the
world as the translation of some text
found, let us say, in the Cave of the
Thousand Buddhas, the experts on
early Asia might think it a work of

fiction but would find nothing in it, -

barring the strange proper names, to
make them doubt that it reflected a
genuine ancient culture. If you want
to be very cautious, you might say
there is very little in it that would
annoy the expert. But bearing in
mind that Asiatic studies are still
in embryo, and considering the

conditions under which this work:

was published and the fabulously
remote probability of the writer’s
getting anything right at all, T think
no further credentials are necessary
to establish the authenticity of the
book. The book of Ether, claiming
to be reporting the ways of very early
Asiatics, rings the bell (like the book
of First Nephi) much too often to

represent the marksmanship of man .

shooting at random in the dark.
(The End)

TOBACCO, AN EVIL INFLUENCE

(Continued from page 531)
harmony with the program and doc-
trine of the Church then they are
antagonistic towards it, and because
the influence from the Church is un-
questionably good, it is of course
wrong for the youth to remain away
from Church activity.

Section 89 of the Doctrine and
Covenants was given as a revelation
from God. In this section we are
told, “Behold, verily, thus saith the
Lord unto you: In consequence of
evils and designs which do and will
exist in the hearts of conspiring men
in the last days, I have warned you,
and forewarn you, by giving unto
you this word of wisdom by revela-

]

tion.” We believe, with no reserva-
tion, that the cigaret is a device of
the devil, and the insidious methods
applied by the advertising mediums
bear this out.

Are we narrow-minded? We think »

not, and we say this in all sincerity

even though we are well aware that |

some who smoke remain away from
church activity because they may feel
unwelcome. These members are not

denied the usual privileges, however, - |

and they are never singled out as
being unworthy. Any incentive
gained by them to remain away is
something entirely personal with
them. The consensus among our
members is that we should certainly
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