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BRIGHAM YOUNG and the ENEMY
by Dr, Hugh Nibley

Y

It would be hard to find in history another man
who spent as many days of his 1ife surrounded
by determined, implacable and dangerous enemies
as did Brigham Young:

"Forty-five years ago," he recalled in the last
year of his life, "they were determined to kill
the Prophet Joseph. I have lain on the floor
scores and scores of nights ready to receive
the ok who sought his life. This persecution
commenced with a little neighborhood, then a
town, then a county, then a State, and the peo-
ple of the United States; and by and by other
nations wilil be just as bitter towards us...as
many of tie people of our own nation now are."

(Journal of Discourses 18:361; 1377).
There was never any indication that things
would 1improve: "The enemies of God and truth

¢o not love us any better this year than they
did last year, nor will their love for us in-
Crease in the year that is to come."

(J.B. 10:39: 1862).

The enemy was within and without: "..it'was
pro-slavery men that psinted the bayonet tu pe
484wy brethren  in Missouri, and said, 'DPaan
yeu, we will Kill you''. (J.D. 10:111:185%)
and yet "Qur difficulties and persecutions have
Aiwuavs z2risen from men right in our midst,” (B.
Y. Hist., March 7, 1S844),

After the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith all
their hatred and virulence was concentrated
against drigham Young: It is no exaggeration
vhen he says in 1560, "All the arimy with its
teamsters, hangev-ons, and followers, with the
Judges  und  nearly ail the rest of the civil

officers, amounting to some 17,000 men have
been searching diligently for three years®
bring omne act to light that would ineriminae
me...” (J.D. 8:143). :

THE HELPLESS ENEMY

Faced with such terrifying hostility on all
sides, with preachers and editors in all the
land calling for his blood, what was Srigham to
do? Answer: He put his faith in God and smil-
ingly went on his way; he absolutely refused to
be in any way alarmed or upset no matter what
the eneny was up to: ""As to the struggle trat
is going on between the Latierday Saints and
the world, have we any struggle with them? No.
Have we any contention? No, not in the least..
Have we battle to fight? No, none at all. Ate
we to marshal our armies and to contend against
them? No. Here are the words of truth; we go
forth and declare them to the ends of the earth
it is our mission and alli-we have to do. Thay
nay war against us, they mﬁy marshal their for-
ces and their armies. God rules, I fear them
not. If I preserve myself in the truth, I am
all right.". (J.D. 18:360:1877). 1In 1858 when
crickets, Indians, drought, and the U. §. Army
were threatening the Saints at once, President
Young told the people: "With some the question
arises, Are we in danger from our enemies? No;
Have we been? No. Shall we be? No, we shal
not." (J.D. 7:56:1858). Two years later, after
a series of terrible tensions and crises, he
could say, "...,.let cur worst wish toward our
wWrost enemies be that we may see the time when
they will be obliged to do right."” (8:156:1860).
And later: "I love my friends, and as for my
enemies, I pray for them daily; and, if they do
not believe I would do them good, let thea call
at my house, when they are hungry, and-l will
feed then." (J.D. 11:111:1856). ?

. 2
How could the nan cooly sure offﬁimself
in the fac2 of appaliing dangers? 1< was rnot a
POse--n> one Xnew bettor than 8rcther Brighan
how real and iatimate the dangers were. The
évent, contrary to all expectation, fully just-
ified his prophetic certitude: he knew all
along where ths real danger lay and where it
did NOT lie: "They can do us no harm--they can
do nothing against the truth. The Lord will
nake the wicked and the ungodly and their acts
accomplish {is design.,.” (11:267:186A). "The
wicked cannot do anything against <the truth.
Every movs they make to crush the kingdon of
God will be attended with the singal blessings
of the Alnighty for its further extension and

be so



iluman nature and
Let us

of absolute security? Answer:
the devil working together.
tihe devil first.

THE ADVERSARY IN ACTION

For Brigham Young, Satan is a very real quantity,
and of coursc he is an enemy--the Enemy, "Evil
is here; the Devil reigns on the earth, and has
held dominion on it for thousands of years. "
(8:255:1860). His power is not weakening for
his time is not yet come; on the contrary, "as
the kingdom of God rises and advances upon the
earth, so will the power of Satan increase to
impede its progress until God shall purge that
power from the earth..." (J.D.10:32:1862). "Has
the world become more enlightened in the things
of God? No, it has not; and the enmity that
did exist, exists still, and has grown increas-
ed and strengthened, and .this warfare between
the power of the devil and the power of Jesus
Christ will continue until Jesus obtains posess-
ion of the kingdom." (J.D.12:311:1868). How and
by whom his power will be brought to an end is
clearly stated in the Scriptures--and it will
not be by us. e is quite beyond our power
cope with: '"....the enemy, this potent foe tlam
we have to contend with, we know but 1little
about nim, very little,” (J.D. 15:6:1872) So
far frow being able of ourselves to match his
power, that srigham finds it '"a marvel to me
that you have lived up to so much as you have,
considering the pouer of the enenmy upon the
earth. I do not fully comprehend the awful
power and influence Satan has upon the earth,
tut I understand enough to know that it is a
marvel . that the Latter-day Saints are so good,
as tuey are." (J.D. 8:282:1860}). It is all we
gan do to break even,™ let alone conquer: "Let
sie say te the Latter-day Saints that they stand
upon slippery places. They do not all fully
xnow the paths they walk in, they do not all
perfectly understand their own ways and doings,
many do not altogether realize their own weak-
nesses, do not understand the power of the dewvil
and how liable they are to be decoyed one hars'
breadth, to begin with from the line of truth."
(J.D. 3:222:1856).

"The only power Satan has is the power to des-
troy, "That 1is just what he can do, but he
nesver can build anything."” (J.D.13:4:1869); he
is a cheat and a fraus and all the power he has
over us is what we give him;* he Trules not by
virtue of his real self but by the INAGE he
cultivites and the rewards he promises of power
and gain, backed up by trickery, violence, dec-
eption, and intimidation. When we say "Destroy
them or they will destroy you!" we are playing
it his way, for with such 2 program however the

game turns out there will be destruction. By
Slan, "tho whole world  is contaminated with  a
spirit to remember evil and forget the good,"

and when we are animated by hatred of anything
it is "because of the power of the tempter has
control over you, and because the world is full
of evil principles, and you have adhered to
them." (J.D.3:356:1856), He has power to con-
taninate only our bodies (J.D.3:207:1856), but
tiat is enough, since he works through the weak

ress of tie flesh. He is always looking for an
opening: ".,..there are invisible agencies
arcund us in sutficient numbers to gncourage

tiic slightest disposition they may discover in

consider .

. - »

us to forsake the true way, and fan into &
flame the slightest spark of discontent and un-

belief. The spirits of the ancient Gadianions
are around us." (J.D. 12:128:1867). Anything,
will do: "The devil does not care how much re

ligion there is on the earth; he is =« pieat
preacher, and to all appearances a great gentle
man...It is popular now-a-days to be religious,
it has become the seasoning to a great d-ul of
rascality, hypocrisy and crime.”(11:251:1866) .

With him it is never a matter of black and
white, virtue vs. vice, the good guys vs. the
bad guys--he wasn't horn yesterday: '"In teach-

ing false doctrine there always will be more or
less of truth mixed with it....The enemy, the

serpent, who beguiled our first mother, told
some truth." (J.D. 13:251:70).
The awful power that Satan possesses on this

earth is given him by God. This has given rise
to the favorite proposition of the philosophers
that God is either weak because he cannot pre-
vent evil or vicious because he does not want
to: an argument which conventional Christian-
ity finds unanswerable. But it all makes sense
to Brigham Young: '"To say that sin is necess-
ary is an unusual saying. Sin is in the world,
but is not necessary that we should sin because
sin is in the world; but, to the contrary, it
is necessary that we should resist sin, and for
this purpose is sin necessary...Sin is co-eter-
nal with righteousness, for it must heeds  be
that there is an opposition in all things. "
(J.D. 10:2:62). The idea that sin should be
put within the reach of all whe want it is by
no means the same thing as saying that all are
obliged to sin all the way. Satan's prime
mission is to test us: "This is a world in
which we are to prove ourgselves. The iifetime
of man is a day of tria1,1 wherein we may prove
to God, in our darkness,® in ourweakness, and
where the enemy reigns, that we are our Fathers
friends, and that we receive light from him and
are worthy to be leaders of our children." (J.Dn.
8:6: 1860). It would be hard to find a better
summary of the teachings of the ancient Chris-
tian and Jewish secretaries of .the desert than
that. Experience with the Missouri mon gave
solid support to a doctrine which of itself
seems paradoxical--that devils are necessary
and useful: "Consequentyl we could not have got
along so well without those mobocrats. and 1f
mobbers should happen to come here, do net look
too sour at them, for we need them. We could
not build up the kingdom of God without the aid
of devils, they must help to do it. They .per-
secute and drive us from city to city, from plax
to place, until we learn the difference between
the power of God and the power of the devil.”
(J.D.3:321:1856). The uses of adversity was a
favorite theme with Brigham Young: "But we can-
not clear ourselves from the power of Satan; we
must know what it is to be tried and tempted ,
for no man or woman can be exalted upon anyother

principle....,..." (J.D.3:265:1856)"Could we
do without the devils? Yo, we could not get
along without them. They are here, and they

suggest this, that, and the other.” (J.D.3:369"
1856). Any thought of total victory and annikh-
ilation of the enemy is out of the question ,
since his presence is necessary to God's plan
as the wicked Lamanites were to the healthy
existence of the Nesphites. "I will not bring a
railing accusatien against the Devil, for hLe is



fulfilling his mission manfully..." If we only
let him alone it is he who is the dupe: "I have
often thought of the foclishness of the devil
notwithstanding all his cunning; yet he is muc
of a gentleman, when compared with many that
serve him." (J.D.10:304:64). The ultimate in
damnation is to fall under his miserable fraud-
ulent pwoer: '"What Joseph means by being damned
was that people will go into the spirit world..
uiider the power of Satan, and will have to be
redeemcd, or else they will bLe forever under
his power.” (J.D.17:159:1874). In the end all
the power he has is what we concede to him: "A
person to become an angel of the Devil, has
first to be a good Saint, and then deny the
Lord who bought him," (i.e. refuse redemption
when it is offered him (J.D.3:179:1860). '"Has
the devil the power to afflict, and cast the
spirit into torment? No!" (J.D.3:95:1852). His
control is strictly through the flesh. Say, how
tien does it work? By striking the flesh where
it is most vulnerable, by threatening its very
existence, by withielding its means of sabsis
terce and survival, "You take my life" said
Shylock, "when you do take the means by which I
live"--he being a notoriously greedy and un-
scrupulcus money-lender. Wwell, as "the Prince
of the world" Satan commands the treasures of
the earth, and with thern. his is able to carry
on his rule of blood and terror.

THL FATAL FLAW

Brigham Young ard Joseph Smith constantly re-
iterated warnings against what they considered
te be the two really dangerous weaknesses in
the Mermen character, the damaged spots in the
wall through which Satan could always enter
most readily: these two were Covetousness and
self-righteousness. -

COVETQUSNESS THE NUMBER ONE WEAPON

Covetousness takes the lead; it is the most
formidatle obstacle to the progress of the
Saints and furnishes Satan with the most effee
tive weapon inr his arsenal. When the Church
was only a year old, the Prophet Joseph said
"that God bad often sealed up the heavens be-
cause of covetousness in the Church.” (Teach-
ings of J.S. p.9, 1831.) What is covetousness?
Simply wanring to get rich--for millions the
American ( and the Greek and the Roman and the
Babylonian and the Spanish, etc.) dream, "Breth-
ren,"” said Joseph Smith, 'we are gathered to
this beautiful land to build up Zion...But
since I have been here I have perceived the
spirit of selfishness. Covetousness exists in
th2 hearts of the Saints...Here are those who
begin to spread out buying up all the land they
are avle ta, tu the exclusion of the poer caes
who are not so much blessed with the world's
goods, thinking to lay foundations for them-
selves, only looking to their individual fami-
lies and those who are to follow them. xsow 1
want to tell you that Zion cannot be built up
in sucn a way,..l see signs put out, beer signs
speculutive schemes are beins introduced. This
is the wav of the world, Babylon indeed, and I
tell vou in the name of the God of Israel, if
there i3 nct repentance....and a turning from

tngodline v, covetousness, and self-will, you
w1l be bvekenr upr o uand  scattered from this
"and ot faur winds of heaven.' (Ed. Steven-

T 1o T
VG, .1'“;')(.'10.(;»

» bp- 40-41). In due

Y

time they

sinjurious to this people than ail hell

3.

were indeed driven out and many years later
Erigham Young explained why, as he often did :
"I hope to God that we never will have tihe pri-
vilege of stopping and making ourselves rich,
while we grind the face of the poor; but let us
be driven from State to State until we can take
what we have got and dispose of it according to
the dictation of the spirit of revelation from
the Lord.” (J.D.15:4:1872). Was it as bad as
that? It was: "The covetousness of somed
this people has grieved me, and it has caused
my spirit to weep and mourn to observe their
greediness, their cheating and lying, also their
shceming in every possible way to wring a pica-
yune out of this man or that womaa. I can put
my finger upon owners of little shops in this
city, who will lie to you for half an hour on a
stretch, who will, if you send a child to their
shops to but a yard of ribbon that is worth ten
cents, charge the chold fifteen or twenty cents
for it..." (J.D. 3:118"1855). The sermons of
Brigham Young are full of such observations:
all were guilty, the famers as well as the mer--
chants "I see some men so greedy after the
things of the world, that they will take their
grain from the mouths of innocent, helpless
women and children whp are suffering for food,
and sell it to gentile merchants to speculate
uponr.'" (J.D. 3:117:1855). "The poor are fil-
led with*idolatry as well as the rich, and covet
the means of those who have helped thenm; the
rich, also, thave the same spirit of idolazry,
and stick to what they have.” (J.D. 3:6:1855).
The vile practice of stealing cattle andother
property.... has been encouraged by covetous,
selfish men, who have refused to use their prop-
erty for their own good, or the community's.”
(J.D.1:225:1853). So after, these words of wrath
and warning, drought, crickpts, Indians, and
the U.S. Army struck alil at once, and every
house in the valley was prepared for hurning:
Then it was that Brigham declared: "If we love
our improvements and property better than we
love the 1lives of our brethern, the Llord will
lead us in a way to waste us instead of our
property. Can you understand that it is better
to lose property than the lives of men, women,
and children? But if we are so wedded to cur
property that we would rather fight for it than
sacrifice it, 1if required, for our religion,
then we are in a condition to be wasted, and
our property would go into the hands of our
ernemies." (J.D.7:46:1858).

At the height of danger, with the Army actually
sescending on the valley, the Prophet declared:

"1 am more afraid of vovetcusnes in our Elders
than I am of the hordes of hell. Have we men
out of that class? I believe so. [ am afraid
of such spirits, for they are more powerful and
cuTsiae
of our borders. All our enemies in the United
States or in the world, and all hell marshalled
agairst us, could not do us the injury that
covetousness in the hearts of this pcorle could
do,for it is idolatry.” (J.D. § 353 ST, So
there was a real danger---the only thing that
Brigham really feared. '"Could our brethern say
in Jackson County Missouri? No, ro. Shy? They
had rnot learned 'a‘' concerning Zicn, And  we

have been travelling now forty=tuwe vears, and
have we learned our a.b.c?...1 will say, scarce
ly. Have we seen it as a people? liow long

shall we travel, how long shall we live, how

long shall God wait for us to sanctify our---




selves and beccome one in the Lord, in our act-

ions and in our ways for building up of the king

dom of GCod, that he can bless us?" (J.D. 15:4:
1872). The pattern was to be that of ancieat
<ion: ...2nd the Lord <called his people Zion,
ba=ause they were of one heart and one aind, and
dwzlt in righteousness; and there was no poor
armong them." (Mos. 7:18).
of the Prophet Joseph and the experience four of
five previous settlements, hopeful foundations
of Zion, Brigham Younz when the Saints entered
the Salt Lake Valley laid down the principle
that "No man should buy or sell land. Every man
should have his land measured off to him for
city and farming purposes''--the one thing to be
avoided was speculation (Roberts, DIC 111, 269).
Likewise, 'there shall be no private ownership
of the streams that come out of the canyons, nor
the timber that grows on the hills. These be-
iong to all: all the people.”
269) '

Such doctrine was nardly calculated to be pop-
ular with everybody, it was in fact a test of
tiie Saints, and the writing on the wall became
incrzasingly plain: "...through the selfishness

of some, which is idolatry, throught their covet-

ousness, which is the same, and the 1lustfull
desire of their minds, they were <c¢ast out and
driven from tneir homes." (J.D.13:1:1869). After
Nauvoo it would seem that they should begin to
learn their lesson, and at Yinter Quarters, the
Lord gave to me a revelation...l talked it to my
brathren:
and a few words there, to my first counselor, to
ny second counselor, and the Twelve Apostles..."
Were they ready for the revelation? "...but with

the exception of one -or two of the twelve, it.

would not touch 2 man...I would have given it if
tilte people had been prepared...But I could not
touch them. OUne would say, "I™m for California,
another one, "I am for gold," and I am for this
and for tnat."
the years the Propnet pleaded with the People.
ile tells us how in 1851 he could not bring him-
sclf to address a body of Saints departing from
the Valley:
c0of the Saints running to California, chiefly

after the God of this world, and was unable to
address them." (BY Hist. March 23, 1851, p.14).
"1 pray you in Christ's stead,” he pleaded, "to
let gold hunting alone, and pray the Lord to
cover it up on our region of the country that it
cannot be found. Those among us who are anxious
to find tich gold deposits, are equally anxious
to destroy tnemselves. (J.D.12:202:1868). As
early as 1848 he reports, '"Some few have caugit
the gold fever; I counseled such and all the
Saints to remain in the valleys of the mountains
...against the days of famine and pestilence
wizh which thz earth would be visited.” (3Y Hist
Dec. 7, 1848) p. 85). But gold fever was only
one aspect of the discase, whose progress may be
noted down through the years:

1853: "This people are gathering much substance
around them, which is a principle of heaven--a
principle of IZion, but there 1is a fear within

us lest it cause us to forget our God and our
relizion.”™ (J.D.1:78).
property which, according
land, lecga-ly belongs

to the laws of the
to him, 1if he does not

want to use it..." (J.D. 1:252-%).
1355: "Again, it is known to all that a great
naay  of the poor are as bad as those who have

proserty...They are just as covetous and craven

With the admonitions

(Roberts D4C 111,

I would throw out a few words here,

(J.D.18:244:74). Down through

"I was sick at the sight of so mamy

"A man has no right with

. (. .
”‘&-J . *

in their feelings as are the rich who hoard up
their means and keep it from the honest poor..
There are many who live in this " city without
labor...and you have neighbors near you who
steal your wood." (J.D. 3:119).

1856: "The mass of the people are all aslecp
together, craving after the world, ruaning

after wickedness, desiring this, that, and the

othir, which  is not for their good." (J.D.3:
223). .
1862: 'While we should be diligent and indust

rious...we should not suffer a covetous and
grasping spirit to take possession of us. Lt i:
lamentable to see the ignorance manifested by
many of this people in that respect, for no
man who possesses the wealth of wisdom, woul
worship the wealth of ma-mon.”" (J.D.10:3).
1864: "If this people can at the same time
possess riches and glorify God, the we want
them to be rich," (J.D.10:329)--but that is a
very big "IF", few have ever pulled it off:
1866: “I am sorry that this people are world-
Iy-minded;...they love the world, and covet
their fine horses (cars today); their affec-
tions are upon them, and upon their farms, up-
on their property, their houses and possess-
ions (J.D. 11:216). o

1874 "Have we separated ourselves from t
nations? Yes, and what else have we done? A
yourselves the question. Have not brought Bak
lon with us? Are we not promoting Babylon hc
in our midst? Are we not fostering the spir
of Babylon that is now abroad on the face of ¢
whole earth? I ask myseif this question, an?
answer, Yes, yes...we have too much of Baby!
in our midst.: (J.D.17:38). "What is the gener
expression through our community? It is that ¢
Latter-day Saints are drifting as fast as th
can into idolatry, drifting into the spirit

the world and into pride and vanity...we wi
the wealth or things of the world; we thir
about them morning, noon, and night; they 2
first in our minds when we awake in the mornin
and the last thing before we go to sleep

night..."” (J.D.18:238-9). "We have gone jn
about as far as we can be permitted to go in *
road on which we are now travelling. One =
has his eye on a gold mine, another is for

silver mine, another is for marketing his £
or wheat, another for selling his cattle,

another for raising his cattle, another ta get
farm, or building here and there, and tradi.
and trafficking with each other just like 3ab
lon...Babylon is here, and we are following
the footsteps of the inhabitants of the eart:
who are in a perfect sea of confusion. Do you
know this. You ought to, for there are none «
you but what see it daily...the Latter-day Sai:
trying to take advantage of his brother. The .
are tElders in this Church who would taks ¢t:
widow's last cow, for Ffive dollars, and the:
kneel down and thank God for the fine barga:
they had made.” (J.D.17:41).

s+ - to be continus



FIGHTING FIRS WITH NOMN-FIRE

In dealing with this particular enemy, the
Enemy of all Rightesousness, the first rule is
never to use his methods, for if we do he has
already won. He doss not care which "side"
we are on as long as we act like devils, just
as God does not care which side we are on if
we keep the Great Commandments: he held up
as the shining example that of a Samaritan
who was not a member of the Church, was not
even of Israel, and contrasted his behavior
("go thou and do likewise!") to that of two
devout and active churchmen who wanted
nothing to do with a drunken bum lying uncon-
scious in the gutter.

"We are never going to destroy the enemies of
God by the evil passicns that are in us--
never, no never. When those who profess to ]
be Saints contend agzinst the enemies of God
through passion or selfwill, it is then man
against man, evil against evil, the powers of
darkness against the power of darkness."

(J.D. 8:324:1861.) Wwe do not fight fire with
fire or match hate with hate. "No man or
people possessing wisdom will give vent to
wrath, for that is calculated to weaken, to
destroy, to blot out of existence. When the
Supreme Ruler of the universe wishes to des-
troy a nation, he takes away their wisdom...
and they are filled with wrath: they give way
to anger, and thus lay the foundation of their
own destruction.” (Millen. Star 16:723:1854.)
"1f wa are permitted to rule, govern, and ccn-
trol, in subjection to us.” (J.D. 8:324:1861.)
As a stimulant anger has no long-term value:
"The Lord said, 'Hold on'. He can fight our
battles far better than we can. Anger towards
them (the enemy) is a poor, miserable feeling;
and I am trying to get rid of it."™ (J.D. 8:
357:1861.) Brigham Young was a forceful and
formidable man who was often provoked and knew
what angar was--but he also knaw it was wrong:
"I will say, there is not a man in this house
who nas a more indomitable and unyielding
temper than myself. But there is not a man in
the world who cannot overcoms his passion, if
he will struggle earnestly to do so. 1If you
find passion coming on you, go off to some
place where you cannot be heard...struggle till
it leaves you; and pray for strength to over-
come. (J.D. 11:290:1867.) "when evil arises
within me let me throw a cloak over it, subdue
it instead of acting it out upon the false

presumption that I am honest and no hypocritic.
Let not thy tongue give utterance to the evil
that is in thine heart...So far I believe in
being a hypocrite." (J.D. 11:225.) The
trouble with feading and yielding to anger is
that it is altogether too easy: "Cast all
bitterness out of your own hearts--all anger,
wrath, strife, covetousness, and lust, and
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, that you
may enjoy the Holy Ghost... (J.D. 8:33:1860.)
That is the real victory, as the Prophet Joseph
put it; "...we shall go from victory to vic-
tory, and from conquest to conquest; our evil
passions will be subdued, our prejudices de-
part; we shall find no room in our bosoms for
hatred." (Teachings of J. S., p. 179, 1840.)
In this it is ourself we fight all the time,
and no one else: "...it is natural for me to
contend, and .if I am opposed in return, and if
a sharp word is spoken to me to give a sharp
word back, I have done so but rarely. 1t is
wrong, and we must subdue the inclination.”
(J.D. 14:149:1871.) As one of the great
leaders of all time Brigham Young understood
why this was so: "No man ever did, or ever
will rule judiciously on this earth, with .
honor to himself and glory to his God, unless
he first learned to rule and control himself.®
(J.D. 3:256:1856.) .

If you want to meet the Enemy head-on here he
is, "This is what I call resisting the devil,
and he flees from me. I strive to not speak
evil, to not feel evil, and if I do, to keep
it to myself until it is gone from me, and
hot let it pass my lips..." (Had I better not
let it out than to keep it rankling within me?
No. I will keep bad feelings under and .
actually smother them to death, then they are
gone.” (J.D. 3:195:1856.) They do not fes-~
ter in the subconscious, because they simply
vanquish: hatred is vanguished only when it
turns to love. Must the ba=tle alwvays be
within ourselves? Whare elss? "™yith all rhs
power I possess, I canaot prevent a man frco
cursing and swearing if he is disposed to do
$o..." (J.D. 10:191:1863.) Whom can he
command? Himself, "If I did not feel like .
praying...I should say, Brigham, get down hers,
on your knees, bow your body down before the
throne of Him who rules in the heavens, and
stay there until you can feel to supplicate st
the throne of grace errected for sinners. "
(J.D. 16:28:1873.) "If you feel that you are
tempted not to open your mouth to the Lorad,




and as though your feet, and everything is
close up, and you feel that it would be-g sin
for you to pray, then walk up to the devil and
say, Mr. Devil, get out of my way; and if you
feel you cannot get down upon your knees £for
fear you will swear, say, get down knees; and
if they don't feel right when they are down,
put something under them, some sharp sticks,
for instance, and say, knees come to it.”

(J.D. 3:207:1856.) "...when it is dark as mid-
night darkness, when there is not one particle
of feeling in my heart to pray? No, but get
down knees, bend yourselves upon the floor,

and mouth open; tongue, speak; and we will see
what will come forth, and you shall worship the
Lord God of Israel, even when you feel as
though you could not say a word in His favor.
That is the victory we have to gain; that is
the warfare we have to wage. It is between the
spirit and the body; they are inseparably con-
nected."” (J.D. 3:207:1856.) Note well the
protagonists in the great contest: nothing is
easier when our plans and ambitions miscarry
than to blame our misfortunes on the wickedness
of others and cry, "The enemy has done this!”
He has, indeed-~but I gave him the power. At
General Conference in 1859, President Young
"advised the Latter-Day Saints...when tempted
and buffeted, to keep their mouths closed,
instead of diffusing abroad that which the Evil
One puts into their hearts...keep bad feelings
to themselves,"” (Millen. Star 21:823:1859.)
Surely there is no better way to come to grips
with the enemy, and surely there is no closer
close combat than this, "never let anger arise
in your hearts. No, Brigham, never let anger
arise in ycur heart, neVer, never!"™ (J.D. 14:
156:1871.) That takes a bit of doing, but that
makes it worthwhile. "If you are in the canyon
and your cattle are likely to £ill you with
wrath, fill your mouth with India-rubber and-
keep it closed that the words cannot get out.
Do not say a word to grieve the Spirit of God."
(J.D. 12:218:1868.)

BRIGHAM ON WAR

Such being the nature of our warfare, it follows that real
warfare, resorting to overt violence directed against others,
defeats the whole purpose of our earthly existence. Heaven
is "the peaceable kingdom" from which Satan was thrust” in
a twinkling” the moment he resorted to violence. War,
utterly wasteful as it is, has the vast appeal of shifting
one's own gquilt, of all of which we relieve ourselves as
soon as the shooting begins. Brigham Young understood
the psychology of war very well: "The main difficulty in

the hearts of those who are dissatisfied {s they are not sat-
isf{ied with themselves." (J.D. 3:287:1860). As for the
deadly enemies of the Church, "They are not angry with me
or with you; and the professors of Christianity, the priests,
are not angry with us, but they are filled with wrath and in-
dignation with themselves and with the Almighty." (J.D. 2:
180:1855). I wish this fact to sink into your hearts, that
when men or women have doubts, they also have fear; and
when they have fear, they are in danger of what? Of them-
selves.," (10:20:1862). "Our own evils make for us danger;
and if chastisement comes upon us, it is the result of our
unrighteous acts.” (10:41:1862). 'Just as soon as our eyes
ere turned away from watching ourselves, to see whether we

do right, we begin to see faults in our neighbors; this i
great difficulty, and our minds become more and more bi
until we become entirely darkened.” (3:195:1856). “We
not go to our neignbors for sin, to palliate all our crime
for we ourselves have plenty of it; we need not crave we
ness from our fellow man, we have our own share of it: |
is for us to trust in the Lord and endeavor to deliver our
selves from the efiects of sin...and become friends of (
that we may thereby become friends of sinners, and rec:
a great reward in a day to come." (1:360:1852), "If you
want a revolution go to work to improve yourselves and
your minds something to act upon instead of looking at t
faults of others.™ (13:155:1869). Above all, we must n
attribute our distress to the wickedness of othars, howe
convenient and flattering that may be: 'I must be happy
myself. I must live my religion for myself, and enjoy tt
light of truth for myself, and when I do that all hell can
deprive me of it, nor of its fruits." (3:255:1856). Wher
the Enemy? For the righteous there IS no enemy! It wa:
Joseph Smith who said, "A man is his own tormentor and
own condemner....the torment of the disappointment in
mind of man s as exquisite as a lake of bumning fire anc
brimstone." (Teachings of JS, p. 357). And who are th
disappointed ones? Ambitious men and women who have
failed to make the grade-~-who have aspired to power an«
coveted the things of the world and lost them: Satan the
appointed is the great archtype, but his spirit infects al
us: "All is before them (the LDS); they have nothing to ¢
but enjoy themselves, and yet their spirits are unhappy,
easy, and discontented; they want more, and are incline
to retain what they do have, unlawfully..,Brethren, let
not be children all of the days of our lives, but let us b
men and women before the Lord.” {Mil. Star 16:310:12
What {s the cure? "Self-argument is the most effe ctu
argument that can be used. Let each person argue hin-
into the belief that God will grant to him his request in
righteousness."” {'0:39:1862). Brigham Young was a sou
psychologist,

Even In the midst of the shooting President Young stuck

his principles: "Are we in danger from our enemies? Nc
there is no danger, only in our neglecting the duties of :
Saint.” (7:56:1858). "Now, brethren, can we fight agai
and subdue ourselves? That is.,.the most arducus war.
fare we ever engaged {n." (6:315:52). "If there are any
hearts or spirits in this city, or elsewhere, that are fea:
fully wondering whether or not we are going to he destro
ed...I will say to all such trembling souls, 'You need e
tertain no such fears. You need have only one fear, anc
that {s with regard to yourselves.'" (19:3:1877)

The Mormons, believing that all living beings are immor
and in the end indestructible, were s2nsibly admonishe-
by their great leader: "Never try to destroy 2 man, It iz
our mission to save the people, not to destroy them. Tr
least, the most inferior spirit now upon the earth, in-ou:
capacity, is worth worlds.” (9:124:1861). And so a
Missouri observer reports that the Mormons were ‘busy
about their own affairs, and never intermeddled in the ¢
cerns of their neighbors. They were exceedingly peace-
ful and adverse to strife, quarrels and violence," (Berr-
& Burton, Readings, p. 228). As he was leading the fl;
from Mauvoo, Brigham Young was visited, he says, by ¢



Prophet Joseph in a dream, with the repeated instruction
to 'Tell the brethren to get the spirit of the Lotd," 'They
can tell the Spirit of the Lord, " it was explained, "from
all other spirits; it will whisper peace and joy to their
souls; it will take malice, hatred, strife and all evil from
their hearts...” (BY Hist, Feb. 23, 1947, 0. 57). And
this was at the very culmination of mob violence., Just
before Lis desath the Prophet Joseph had prophesied that
though wars would come "it will not be by sword or gun
that this kingdom will roll on." (Teachings, p. 366,
1844), and he reassured the Saints: "So long 2s men are
under the law of God, they have no fears~~they do not
scare themselves.” (1b., p, 373}.

In a declaration of Feb. 27, 1845 (BY Hist.) the followers
of Emmett were invited "to stand forth with the servants

of God and in the majesty and strength and greatness of
the everlasting Priesthood rescue the earth from violence,
opgression and wickedness.” This is not done by force

of arm, even in the face of Johnson's Army: "But, says
one, 'l want to fight.,' Do all such persons know that they
are not right? If they will examine their hearts, they will
find a wicked anger and a malice there; and they cannot
get into the kingdom of God with those feelings."” (5:229:
1857). No man was ever threatened with firearms more
constantly than Joseph Smith, yet he would not carry a
weapon: ‘'He that arms himself with gun, sword, cr pistol,
except in the defense of truth, will sometimes be sorry for
it. I never carry any weapon with me bigger than my pen-
knife, When I was dragged bafore the cannon and muskets
in Missouri, I was unarmed. God will always protect me
uatil my mission is fulfilled.™ (Teachings of J.S., p. 365,
1844), 'T sometimes felt," Brigham confesses, "before the
move, like taking the sword and slaying my enemies, un-
til they were wasted away. But the Lord did not design
this, and we have remained in peace and quietness.” (8: )
150:1860). 'Had we the power, would wa hold the wicked
down and whip them? No; for, except in self-dzfense, it
is our duty to plead with them and offer them the terms of
life and salvation~-to give them all the opportunity God
has designed them to have.” (8:279:1860). "re we pre—
pared to receive the blessings, and let the fighting alone?
he asked the next year, "I do not believe much in fighting,
and my faith is to escape such a calamity as to war and
fight with either fiends or enemies.” (8:325:1861).

What then? “I have asked the Lord to mete out justice to
those who have oppressed us, and the Lord will take his
own time and way for doing this. It is in His hands, and
not in mine, and I am glad of it, for I could not deal with
the wicked as they should be dealt with."” (10:197:1864).
This is not % g2y that graat and strendous efforts are not
demanded of us: "...we have got to take the ground by
force. Yes, by the mental force or faith, and by good works
...Lntil the nations of the earth will feel that Jesus has the
rignt to rule King of nations as he does King of Saints."
(14:226:1871). But that is the hard way, the other s eas-
ier: "some of the Elders would much rather fight for their
religion than live it. If anyone thinks to get {nto the king-
dom by fighting...they will find themselves mistaken.”
(MLil. Star. 33:433:1871). "The devil and his associates:
are going in due time to be "driven from the earth, and he
and his clan are bound and thrust down to hell and a seal

put upon them."” How is that to be done? Not by us, of
course, though we prepare the way for ft by overcoming
every sin in ourselves so that God can "bring forth right-
eousness, salvation, and deliverance to the house of
Israel." (2:270-1:1855). In the last year of his life Pres.
Young delivered a dire threat against the enemies of Zion:
“...woe to those who fight against it. What will we do to
them? Nothing at all, but preach the Gospel. They may
lie 2bout us as they please. If we faithfully mind our own
concerns, live our religion, do good ta all men...we have
no cause for fear in the least." (15:5:1877).

These are the last days, the days of wickedness and venge-
ance, when war becomes the order of the day: "Some may
have cried peace, but the Saints and the world will have
little peace from henceforth. Every man who is afraid,
covetous, will be taken by a snare." Thus Joseph Smith in
1833 (Teachings of J.S., p. 160). And stil! earlier the
issue was made clear by the voice of prophecy: "Destruc-
tion to the eye of the spiritual beholder, seems to be writ-
ten by the finger of an invisible hand, in large capitals,
upon almost everything we behold.” (ib. p. 16, 1833). No
one has described the world situation better than Brigham
Young, whose words would not be out of place in today's
newspaper. "Great improvements ars making in the art of
killing folks ! he commented away back in 1847, "and it is
getting to be a popular idea, that it is better o load guns
with cotton than powder."” After a satirical comment on the
beauty and convenience of the new killing device, he con-
cludes with a stinger; "it may be joyful news *oc thoss who
have plenty of cotton.” (BY Hist. Jan 27, ¥847, p. 37).
The danger of growing armaments was one on which he fra-
Quently commented: "A large sha}:e of the ingenuity of tha
world is taxed to invent weapons of war. What a set of
fools!™ (8:324:1861) Today by far the greater part of our
vast militery budget is spent on ressarch. Brigham does
not apegrove of this sort of thing: 'Much of the skili, in-
genuity, and ability of the Christian nations are now davot-
ed to manufacturing instruments of death, May we be
saved from the effects of death, May we be saved from the
effects of them! As I often tell you, if we are faithful, the
Lord will fight our battles much better than we can Qi ~
selves.” (8:325:1861). In the midst of the mobs he told
the Saints, 'One plow share will do more to drive off the
mob than two guns." (BY Hist, Aug. 18, 1844). The
hardest thing is not to take to weapons when we feel threat-
ened: "Imagined danger always produced the most trouble, "
he reflected from long experience with the mobs {1:105:53);
counter-action is no solution to violence: "I should have
more fear in consequence of the ignorant and foolish auda-
city of the Elders, than of their being.afraid. I shouid fear
they would rush into danger like an unthinking btersz iate
battle. So I will not find fault with regard to their courage,
that point I am a coward myself, and if peopla would do

as I tell them, I would not only save my own life, but
theirs likewise." (1:165:1853). As he saw the great

Civil wer approaching, he observed, "t is a remarkable
fact, that the flames of civil war are kindled in that

portion of the United States from which the Saints vere
first driven by a rackless mob. That same spirit...bw

the tacit consent of the nation, has diffused itself

through the land, and sealed the doom of that mighty




republic.” (Mil. Star 17:675:1855). That was in 1855,
but even ten years before the Prophet knew; "The rank-
lings of violence and intolerance...of settled venge-
ance and blood guiltiness can no longer be suppressed
.+ .every sensible man {n the nation has felt...the
dreadful vortex into which partisan ambition, contempt
of the poor, and the trampling down of the just as .
things of nought, were fast leading this nation.* (MS
6:197:1845). From his experience with the U,S, Army
In Utah, he reflected in 1859: “,..a standing army-in
time of peace in a republics government is more danger-
ous to the libarties of the people than to any foreign
foe, and is a terrible and dangerous tax upon the pro-
sperity of the country.® (MS 21:561:1859). In the
midst of the Civil War he observed, *...the cause of
human {mprovement is not in the least advanced by the
dreadful war which now convulses our unhapoy country
...d8 useless war...and all to gratify the caprice of a
few." (MS 25:787:1863). And after the War: 'The de-
struction of property and life during the war has been
enormous; but I am satisfied that the destruction of the
love of virtue-~the love of every exalted principle of
horor, and of political and social qovernment—has been
greater, comparatively than the destruction of property
and life, Religious societies abound in the nation.
Although It never was more wicked than at the present
time, it is strange to say that it never was more relig-
fous in profession. Religlon is the ruling power.”

- (12:120:867). It was the usual post-war surge of
church-going, and not long after Brigham commented on
the result: 'T will say With regard to the so-called
Christian world, and the moral reform on which they
talk so much, that they are an utter failure, so far as
the stemming of the tid= of evil among men is concern-
ed; and if this Gospel that Jesus has revealed in the
latter days does not do it, it will not be done.™ (14:
226:1871). And that was not to be for quite a while;

'1f we could, we would hide ourselves away from the
scenes that will take place; but this we cannot do."
(18:362:1877). '"Shall wea have warfare? We shall;

we will war and contend for the right, and trust in our
God until righteousness is established upon the earth,
until peace shall reign everywhere, until the children
of men shall lay down the weapons of their warfare and
Cease to exhaust their ability and ingenuity in forming
weapons of destruction to slay their fellow men, until
.. -their energles be directed to beautify the earth and
making it the garden of Eden.” (11:238:1866). And
what part will the Saints have in the war? "Is there
war in our religion? No, neither war nor blood-shed.®
(213 29:561:1357), "Of one thing I am sure: Cod naver
institutes war; God is not the author of confusion or of
war; they are the results of the acts of the children of
men. Confusion and war necessarily come as the re-
sults or the foolish acts and policy of men: but they do
NOT come because God desires they should come."”
(13:149:1869). *"War is instigated by wickedness-~{t
is the consequence of & nation's sin," (10:230:1863),
"Tollow after peace,” said Joseph Smith,".. .that you
may be the children of our Heavenly Father." (Teachings,
p. 20, 1833) "When you find a spirit that wants blood-
shed--murder, the same is not of God, but of the devil.”
{ib. 358) 'l never did harm any man," he said at the end

g~

of his life, "since I was born in the world. My volce is
always for peace.” (ib. p. 36}, 1844). Brigham {akes v
from there: “There is no need for war and blondshed, for
the earth is large enough for all. The elements of which
this earth is composed are all around..." (9:316f). He
tells how during the mobbing he dreamed of shooting an
enemy: "I felt so bad because I had shot a man, that 1
awoke 2nd was thankful that it was but a dream." (BY
Hist. March 17, 18486).

As a great constructive and original spirit, Brigham was
appalled by the totally negative nature of warfare. ("War
Is waste," said Omar Bradley): ‘'Look at the world. The
feeling among mankind is, ‘we will rule or ruin.' An
architect may build a splendid habitation, and in so doir~
do a good work; but a poor fool can come along and with
the touch of a torch destroy it. Let s few incendiaries N
through a city and put the torch here and there and the ¢ -
is destroyed--the labor of years perhaps of centuries, is
wasted. Does this make great men of them? Perhaps
they think so. If they can destroy a city or a nation they
think they will get a great name.™ (10:315:64) "Our trad:
tions have been such that we are not apt to look upon wu
between two nations as murder. ..Does it justify the slay
Ing of men, women, and children that otherwise would ha-
remained at home in peace, because a great army is doin-
the work? No: the guilty will be damned for it.” (7:137
1859). "According to my definition of the word, there is
not a strictly and fully civilized community now upon the
earth. I5 there murder by wholesale to be found in a
strictly civilized community? Will a community of civil-
{zed nations rise up one agalnsf,i another, nation against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, using against nac
other every destructive invention that can be bronght to
bear in their wars?" (8:6~7:18635). ‘'There is a spicit th:
prompts the nations to prepare for war, desolation, and
blocodshed--to waste each other away. Do they realize
No." (8:174:1860). "When the nations have for yeacs
turned much of their attention to manufacturing instrumen
of death, they have sconer or later used those instrumen*.
Qur nation, England, France, Germany, Austria, Ttaly, ar.
other nations have for years exercised their iInventive ski.
and expended much means in inventing and fabricating in-
struments of death...From the authority of all history, the
deadly weapons now stored up and being manufacturad
will be used until the people are wasted away, and there
is no help for it, The spirit of revolution goes on through
the nations: it never goes back." (8:157:1860). "You will
see that the wisdom of the wise among the nations will
perish and be taken from them. They will fall into diffi~
culties, and they will not be able to tell the reason, aor
point a8 way to avert them any more than they can now in
this land. They can fight, quarrel, contend and destroy
each other, but they do not know how to make peace, So
it will be with the inhabitants of the earth.” (10:315:185<

BRIGHAM YOUNG'S INDIAN POLICY

When one thinks of Brigham Young one thinks of Pioneers;
and wnen one thinks of the enemies of the Pionears one
thinks of Indians. Brigham Young's policy was an acid
test of his ability to deal with an enemy by refusing to
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treat him like an enemy. Nothing could be more drastic
than & policy of kindness towards a clever, tough, tricky,
unscruzsulsus and determined enemy. This is not the placs

to discuss it, a few quotations will do. Even bafore the
Saints came to the valley, 'l felt that it was wrong to in-

dulge in feelings of hostility and bloodshed toward the
Indians, the descendants of Israel, who might kill a cow,
an ox or even 3 horse; to them the deer, the buffalo, the
cherry ard plum tree or strawberry bed were free. It was
their mode of living to kill and eat...I realized there were
more among us who would steal who knew better, whose
traditions and earliest teachings were all against it. Yet
such wouid find fellowship with those who would shoot an
Indian for stealing.” (BY Hist. March 26, 1847, p. 74),

1850: To the people in Salt Lake: "As to fighting
with and killing the Indians , there was no necessity for
it, if the brethren acted wisely in theirintercourse with
them; and I warned the brethren that if they killed Indians
for stealing they would have to answer for it, I also pro-
Fosed for their condition the following question: "Why
should men have a disposition to kill a destitute naked
Indian, who may steal a shirt or a horse and thinks it no
harm when they never think of meting out a like retribution
to a white man who steals, although he has been told bet-
ter fom infancy?*" (BY Hist. January 1850, p. 1).

1854: 'l am sorry that some of our brethren have been
killed by the Indians, but I am more sorry that some of the
Indians have been slain by the brethren. I ha ve often said,
and I say again if any person is to be killed for stealing,
let that one be 3 white man, and not an Indian, for white
men know better, while Indians do not; and you must lay
aside your angry feeling toward them and cease wishing to
kill them,.” (Mil Star 16:188:1854).

1855: Demands of the Indians "should be met with a
spirit of liberality on the part of the General Govemment
«+.I have unifoimly pursued a friendly course of policy
towards them, feeling convinced, that independent of the
question of exercising humanity towards a degraded and
ignorant race of people, it was manifestly more economi~
cal and less expensive to feed and clothe them, than to
fight them.” (MIl Star: 17:261).

1857: ".,.to reflect their angry words and acts, and
kill them for every trivial offense, as is the usual course
pursued towards them by the whites. ..will drive them to
the opposite extreme. Therefore let us exhibit a superior
understanding, a larger comprehension of right and for-
bearance and honor. Be just, brethren in your dealings
with them; no matter what course they may pursue towards
you, never retaliate 2 wrong."” (Mil. Star:19:248). This
forbearance works both ways, of course: "Hundreds of
miles have the Indians travelled to see me, to know whether
thay might use up the smigrants, saying 'They have killaed
many of us; and they damn you and damn us, and shall we
stand it?' I have always told them to hold on, to stop
shedding blood, and to live in peace." (5:236).

1860: The reality of the Indian danger must never be
forcotten: 'If we make no efforts to guard our towns, our
houses, our cities, our wives and children, will the Lord
guard them for us? He will not? I do not know that there
is one person in the Territory who would refuse to perform
military duty." (11:131). But this in no wise justifies any
dggressive or vengeful actinn,

1843: 'T wish to impress them with the necessity of

treating the Indians with kindness, and to refrain fFom
harboring that revengeful, vindicative fzeltng that many
indulge in. I am convinced that as long as wie harbor in
us such feelings ‘owards them, so long they will b+ our
enemies, and the Lord will suffer them to afflict us." (11:
183). It is the old Book of Mormon theme: one can never
hope to get rid of his enemies by destroying them: T
certainly believe that the present affliction, which has
come upon us from Indians, i{s a consequence of the wicke
ness which dwalls in the hearts of some of our brethren...

I believe that the Lord permits them to chasten us,..to
convince us that we have to overcome the vindictive feel-

ings which we have harborad towards that pocor, down-
trodden branch of the House of Israel.” (11:162),

.

LOCATING THE ENEMY

There is An Enemy, the Enemy of ALL Righteousness-but
he is a disembodied spirit. How do we come to grivs
with him, according to Brigham Young? Very intimately
and {mmediately; he enters, or seeks to enter, right into
us individually--there we can meet him hand to hand and
eye to eye, within our own minds and bodies, But we
canNOT engage him by attacking other human beings, no
matter how full of the devil they may be. The futility of
trying to combat Satan in the persons of those whom we
deem to be his human representatives is rendered com-
pleta by the circumstance that there is evil as well as
good in all of us, and while every man can know for him-
self what is good and evil in himself, he cannot possibly
distinguish with any dccuracy what is good and evil in
others. "Pray always, that youj may come off congueror,
the Lord told Joseph Smith, "yed', that you may conguer
Satan, and that you may escape the hands of the servants
of Satan...” (D & C 5:5). We can conquer Satan, and
wrom we know in ourselves but the best we can hope for
is to escape his servants, whoever they are: ",..Satan
has great hold upon their hearts; he stirreth them up to
iniquity against that which is good."” (v. 20). But who
are they? The Lord continuas: '"But as you cannot always
judge the righteous, or as you cannot always tell the
wicked from the righteous, therefore I say unto you, hold
your peace until I shall see fit to make all things known
unio the world concemning the matter.” (v. 37}. If our
greatest prophet, with his admittedly uncanny knowledge
of human nature (his worse enemies grant him that) could
not always tell the wicked from the righteous, who are we
to set up human targets? Being full of evil ourselvas e
are In no position to judge: "Where is the man that is
free from vanity? " said the Prophet Joseph, "one were
perizct, but Jesus Christ." {Teachings, p. 187, 1841).
We are called ignorant, " said Brother Brigham, "so we
are; but what of {t? Are not all ignorant? I rather think
so.” (13:271:1870). Before the Church was a year old .
Joseph admonished the brethren to "be patient as they
had a considerable distance to go...Until we have per-
fact love we are liable to fall." (Teachings, p. 9153).
This awareness of our universal weakness is basic 0 an
understanding of how to deal with the enemy: "Thare are
no parsons without evil passions to embitter their lives.,
Meankind are revengefui, passionate, hateful, and davil-
ish in their dispositions. This we inherit tarougn {hea




fall, and the grace of God is designed to enable us to
overcome it, The grace of God is bestowed upon all...to
overcome the evil that is In them, and to save all."
(98:160:18560)., Nothing can frusirate the operation of the
grace of God like self-rightecousness: "...for man, what
is he; he is but dung upon the earth, " says the Prophet
Joseph using the strongest terms and concluding, "There
{sone thing under the sun which I have learned and that
is that that the righteousness of man is sin because it
exacteth overmuch." (Teachings, p. 317, 1843). *...as
long as they live in the flesh no being on this earth, of
the posterity of Adam can be free from the power of the
devil.” (3:371:1856) "Every son and daughter of Adam

that has come into this world has been subject to sin, and
prone to wander from that which is good, and to receive

every spaecies of iniquity; we must get rid of this disposi-
tion, and the Gospel of salvation is expressly for the pur-
cose of changing it." (3:119:1855). 'The best man that
ever lived on this earth just made out to save himself
through the grace of God, " (11:301:1867). "We are not
capacitated to recetve in one day, nor in one year, the
knowledge and experience calculated to make us perfect
Saints, but we learn from time to time, from day to day,
consequently we are to have compassion on one another
..o™ (3:363:18586).

*And who are the sinners? We are all sinners.” (18:358:
1877). Since this is so, one cannot identify the sinners
and the righteous as members of this or that society or
party or nation. Indeed, on the principle that the greater
the blessing the greater tha obligation, the Latter Day
Saints are by no means singularly righteous; "You are con-
stantly taught to live vour religion for today,” says Pres.
Young to the Saints. “Can you not live it for one hour?
(8:59:186C). At the very beginning Joseph Smith viewed
the condition of the Saints with alarm: "If the fountain of
our tears be not dried up, we will still weep for Zion, and
for the wrath of heaven, which awaits her if she repents
not." (Teachings, p. 19, 1833). Soon after Brigham
Young recalls, "I left Kirtland in consequence of the fury
of the mob and the spirit that prevailed in the apostates,
who threatenzd to destroy me..." (BY Hist. p. 23, Dec.
22, 1837) ., * Sidney Rigdon and others also fled "because
of the mobocratic spirit prevailing in the bosoms of the
apostates," (ib. p. 24). There is nothing worse than a
Saint turned bad, and shortly before the death of Joseph,
Brigham Young said "Our difficulties and persecutions
have always arisen from men right in our midst." (BY
Hist,, Mar. 7, 1844). We have the best and the worst,
is one of Brigham's themes: 'I have told the people many
times, if they want anything done no matter how mean,
they can find men here who can do it, if they are to be
found on the earth." (15:226:1872). "“...we are not all,
as yet, fully sanctified by the truth...the Gospel net
still g2thereth fish of every kind, ...the flock has some
goats intermingled with sheep of various grades...the
day of saparation has not yet arrived,” (3:327:1856)

"Will every=ody be damned except the Latter-day Saints?
'Yes, said Joseph, 'and many of them, unless they take

a diffarent course from what they are now taking."
(14:123:1871). "I have seen months and months, (n this
city, when I could have wept like 2 whipped child to see
the awful stupidity of the people in not realizing the
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blessings bestowed upon them..." (2:280:1855)
"...you need, figuratively, to have it rain pitchforks
tines downwards, from this pulpit, Sunday after Sunday
., ..you néed to have the thunders of the Almighty end the
forked lightnings of truth sent upon you, to wake you up
out of your lethargy...Comparatively speaking, they
should have their ears cuffed and be roughly handled,
be kicked out doors, and then kicked in again. Most of
the Elders who preach in this stand ought to be kicked
out of it, and then kicked in again, until they overhaul
themselves and find out what is the matter with them.”
(3:223:1858).

1f the righteous have evil in them and the Saints are by
no means without it, the wicked are not without a meas~
ure of good: "Some may imagine and really believe that

I am opposed to the great majority of the inhabitants of
the earth to the religious and political parties of the day;
but it is not so. To individuals, as such, I am not oppos-
ed. The doctrine I preach is not opposed to any individua.
upon the earth. 1fI am opposed to anything, it is to sin
...l do not feel opposed to an individual on the earth, I
have not any enmity in my heart, or-at least I should not
have. If] have I am thus far wrong. If we harbor vi-dic-
tiveness, hatred, malice, and a spirit that produces !
within us, we are so far given up to the power of evii.
{6:331) and that is what Satan wants: he cares not agai.
whom our anger is directed. *“Boast not over the misery ¢
our fellowmen. God will fulfill his purposes. There are
moral Christians among the heathen, among the Hindoos,
and among all nations. God has laid a plan to save all
such. His name be praised!™® 58:325—6:186) There are
wonderful people in the world-<" a gentleman or lady,
that i{s, one who is 3 true gentl'eman or a true lady. ..
would border very closely on an angel.™ (12:259:1438);
w2 should not be hasty in judging the world: "...it ap-
pears to the Elders, and to those who go from the Saints
into the world, thatit is growing wicked faster than it
really {s." (3:222:1856). It is foolish to identify the
enemy with the outsiders: "There is not one man in this
city nor in the Territory who hates the truth and the Latter
day Saints, whose influence I dread, no, not even the
hundredth part, as I do a smooth, slick hypocrite who pro
fesses to be a Latter-day Saint." (918:35%9:1877}). "Our
religion...does not send a portion of the people to howl i
torment for ever and ever, but it reaches after the last so:
and daughter of Adam and Eve, and will pluck them fom
the prison, unlock the doors, and burst the bonds and
bring forth every soul who will receive salvation”
(912:309:1868).

If it 1s folly to identify the Enemy with outsidars, many o
whom are righteous, shall we seck them out among the
less desirable elements within the Church? By no means
"We have a great many gars, sharks, sheegheads, lampe
eels, and every other kind of fish that is to be found, in
the pond; the Gospel net has gathered them up, and what
may you expect from such a mess?" (3:226:1856). "We n
men who are dishonest, and are as yet obliged to have
them; for the net gathers in the good and the bad. We
have the meanest and the best mixed together.” (8:132;
60). "It is acknowledqged all the time that there are evil
doers here...l am not going to give up the ship, or far-
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sake my religion, because there ara thosa who do evil."
{8:132:1820), "There are many who swear occasionally;
others get drunk, etc. Do you not know it? O fools and
slow of heart to understand your own existence! But many
indulge in such practices, and some will stumble here and
there; and we must keep pulling them out of the mire and
washing them all the time, Will they be consigned.to
eternal damnation for such conduct?,..They are the work-
manship of God's hands--brothers to Jesus," (6:347-8).
And here is an extreme case: 'l see men before me, in 4
this house that have no right to be here, They are as
corrupt in their hearts as they can be, and we take them by
the hand and call them brother." (18:305:1877). Why such
concessions to wickedness? “We are as yet obliged to
have devils in our community we could not build up the
kingdom without them...We must have those amongst us
who will steal our fence poles, who will go and steal hay
from their neighbor’'s hay stack...lt is essentially necess-
ary to have such characters here.” (3:50:1855). "We are
under obligation, through the filial feeling and ties of
humanity, to more or less fellowship those who do evil.
We must endure this until the Lord shall see fit to separ-
ate the wneat from the chaff, (8:125:1860). 'l am under
the same obligations to bless sinners as I am to bless
Saints, if they will recelive my blessings.” (8:251:1860).
"But we had better gather nine that are unworthy than to
neglect the tenth if he is worthy. If they come here,
apostatize and turn our enemies, they are in the hands of
God, and what they do will be to them everlasting life or
everlasting condemnation,” (15:18:'1872) . But neither
the life nor the condemnaticn are our's to give.

In this Brigham was following as usual in the footsteps of
the first Prophet, his beloved Josegh, who said "We have
thieves among us, adulterers, liars, hypocrites,"
(Teachings, p. 217), and observed, "] have learned in
my travels that man is treacherous and selfish, but few
excepted.” (10:443—4), What do we do with such people?
Nothing. Here is a remarkable reflection: Joseph Smith
publicly stated that Sidney Rigdon‘s faults included “self-
ishness and independence of mind...But notwithstanding
these things, he is a very great and good man.* (DHC I,
443-4). How could such a defective creature be at the
same time a very great and good man? We zll, as it were,
" have a foot in both camps, and the moral of it all, for
both the Prophets, is that we must have clarity: "You may
think you see a thousand faults in your brethren; yet they
are organized asyou are; they are flesh of your flesh, bone
of your bone; they are of your Father who is in heaven: we
are all his children, and should be satisfied with each
other 25 Iar a5 nossible," (28:287:.850). '"There is on=
princigle I wish to urge upon the Saints in a way that it
may remain with them--that is, to understand men and
women as they are, and not understand them as you are.
(8:37:1880)., "...if brethren and sisters are overtaken in
fault, vour hearts should ba filled with kindness--with
brotherly angelic feeling--to overlook their faults as far
as possicle." (8:128:1880). "...the doctrine which we
have embraced takes away the stony hearts.” (3:119:1853).
“...we 2re '0 have compassion upon one another, to look
ugon each other as we would wish others to look upon us,
and o remember that we are frail mortal Leings, and that
we cz2n ha changed for the better only by the Gospel of

salvation." (3:363:1856) It is for God to judge, condemn,
punish, reward, give life and take it, but not for men ho
will forgive whom he will forgive, but of us he requires

to forgive ALL men., "If others ought to do right, we more.
Be full of love and compassion to your fellow beings,

full of kindness, such as human beings can possess, for
that is our businass.” (5:229f). "I am very thankful

that it is NOT our province, in our present condition, to
judge the world; if it were, we would ruin everything., We
have not sufficient wisdom, our minds are not filled with
the knowledge and power of God; the spirit needs to con-~
tend with the flesh a little more" (19:7-8:1877). "...we
must...leam to bring the whole man--all the passions,
sympathies, and feslings in subjection to the spirit. OQur
spirits are warring against the flesh, and the flesh against
our spirits; and all we have to do is to let the spirits

that have come from our Father in heaven reign triumpbant.”
(8:118:1860)., Meantime, "because of our weaknesses-—
we snall have to bear with one another until we become
stronger and wiser."” (8:181:1860). "All of us are in the
hands of that God. We are all His children. We are His
sons and daughters naturally, and by the principles of
eternal life. We are brethren and sisters. (13:178:1870).

THE SLOUGH OF SELF-RIGHTEQUSNESS

These lessons have always been hard for the Latter-day
Saints to learn, and it is clear from the words of Brigham
Young that we still have a long way to go. There are 2
few absclute and categorical "Thou Shalt Nots* in the
Scriptures which we are far from t: king to heart: We have
been to!d that under NO circumsta{:ces are we to contend,
accuse, coerce, aspire or flatter. These practices will
be r2adily recognized as standard procedure in Getting

to the Top in our modern compstitive society. What al}
of them have in common is a feeling of self-righteousness.
Next to covetousness it was self-righteousness against
which Joseph and Brigham most urgently warned the Saints.
"Let not any man publish his own righteousness, " said
the ".ophet Joseph--(not even, one might add, in Testi-
mony meeting) (J.S, Teachings, p. 194)}. "Don't be
limited in your views with regard to your neighkor's
virtue, but bewara of self-rightesusness, and be limited
in the estimate of your own virtues...You must enlarge
your souls towards each other...As you increase in inno-
cence end virtue, 2s you increase in goodness, let your
hearts expand, let them be enlarged towards others...
you must not be contracted, but you must be liberal in
your feelings.” (J.S. Teachings, 228, 1842}, "Christ
»as condemnad by tha self-righteous Jews bacause s
took sinnecs into His society.” (ib. p. 24G). “all the
religious world is boasting of righteousness: it is the
doctrine of the devil to retard the human mind, and hinder
our progress, by filling us with self-righteousness.. We
are full of selfishness; the devil flatters us that we are
very righteous, when we are feeding on the faults of
othars." (ib. 241). Here surely is the greatest threat of
communism: it puts us to sleep and paralyzes our minds
in the comforting 2ssurancs that we are the Cood Peogle
arnd it is They and not We who need to repent. Brigham
Young has much to séy on each of the heads just mention-
ed. Taking them briefly in arder:




Do Mot Contend: 'There shall be no disputations among
you, as there have hitherto bean; neither shall thare be
disputations among you conceming points of my doctrine,
as there have hitherto been, For verily, verily I say unto
you, ha that hath the spirit of contention is not of me but
of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stir-
reth up the hearts of men to contend with anger, one with
another; by this is my doctrine, that such things should
be done away.” (3 Ne., 11:28). Even so Josaph Smith
warned the brethren at the beginning: 'Let the Elders be
exceedingly careful about unnecessarily disturbing and
hartowing up the fezlings of the people., Remember that
your business is to preach the Gospel in all humility...
Avoid-contentions and vain disputes with men of corrupt
minds, who do not know the truth." (Teachings, p. 43,
1833}. "Let contention, all contention cease,: said
Brigham Young, "cease finding fault with and casting re~
flactions upon those who are not exactly with us,” (17:
120:1874) ",..contention is not my calling; it is no part
of the Gospel; that is peace, life, light and salvation.”
(14:122:1871). This does not mean that one cannot speak
his mind: ‘I would rather be chopped to pieces at night,
and rasurrected in the moming, each day throughout a
period of three-score years and ten, than to be deprived
of speaking freely, or be afraid of doing so. I will speak
for my rights.” (1:364:1852). We are commanded "o bear
down in pure testimony, " letting our conversation be only
“Yes, yea, and nay, nay, for whatsoever is more or less
than this is of the devil." Each man speaks for himself-~
he cannot transmit his testimeny to others, let alone force
it on them, but he can bear it to them and let the Spirit
of God speak to the othars. "We deem it a just principle,”
said Joseph Smith, "and one the force of which we believe
ought to be duly considered by every individual, that ALL
men 'were created equal, and that all men have the privi-
lege of thinking for themselves upon ALL matters relative
to conscience. Consequently then, we are not disposed
had we the power, to deprive anyone of exercising that
free independence of mind which has so graciously be-
stowed upon the human family as one of its choicest
cifts." (Teachings, p. 49). It is not necessary that free
and open discussion lead to contention, but that is usu-
ally the result, thanks to the normal tendency of
ACCUSING “...while one portion of the human race is
judging and condemning the other without mercy the Great
Parant of the universe looks upon the whole of the human
family with a fatherly care and paternal regard...without
any of the contracted feelings that influence the children
of men...He will award judgement or mercy to all the
nations according to His inscrutable designs in relation
to the human family." (Teachings, p. 218). Accusing
$9es5 2long with judginyg, condemning, and “counselling
onre's fellow men," all of which God has strictly forbidden
> us--they are his business alone, according to his
“inscrutable designs:, and in that office "he employeth
no servant...for he cannot be deceived {2 Ne. 9:41) as
all the rest of us can. "Remember to cast no reflection,
nor throw out any bitter savings,"” The Prophet Joseph
admonished (Teachings, 43, 1333)., "...do not watch

for iniguity in each other, if you do you will not get an
endowment, for God will not bestow It on such." (ib.

p. %1, i8335). Speaking of those who went about "denounc-
ing all who disagree with them in opinion, the Prophet
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said, "I charged tha Saints not to follow the example of
the adversary in accusing the brethren. .. If you will not
accuse me, I will not accuse you."” Then he says a re~
markable thing, n2mely that Ham was cursed because he
became an accuser: 'What many call sin is not sin...I
referred to the curse of Ham for laughing at Noah, while
in his wine, but doing no harm." (Teachings of J.S.,

p. 193:1841). Those whether they are members of the
Church or not, who accuse their brethren "place them-—
selves in the seat of Satan, who s emphatically called
'the accuser of the brethren.'" (Diabolos means ‘accus:
(ib p. 212). Even though the special gifts of the Priest-
hood is the discerning of spirits, "no person through the
discerning of spirits can bring a charge against znother,
they must be proven guilty by positive evidence, or they
stand clear.” (ib., p. 214, 1842). No matter haw wicke
others may be, it is not our business to take them on:
"The spirits of good men can not interfere with the wick
beyond their prescribed bounds, for Michzel, the Arc.. -
angel, dared not bring a railing accusation against &
devil, but said, 'the Lord rebuke thee, Satan."” (ib.

p. 208). "™Mankind will persist in self-justification

til all their iniquity is exposed...hear the warning v:

of God, lest Zion fall...The brethren in Kirtland...
greatly fear for you..." (ib. p. 18, 1833).

Brigham Young takes up the theme: “There is one wvir..
attribute or principle, which, if cherished and practice
by the Saints, would prove salvation to thousands upo:
thousands. I allude to charity, or love, from which pr-.
ceed forgiveness, longsuffering, kindness and patience
But the short-sightedness and weakness in some are
marvelous...People come here from different parts of
the earth to make this their agopted country, and the ol.
residents expect them to at once conform to the adopt
their manners, customs, and traditions...In other worr
'If every man, woman, and child, does not act, think,
and see as I do, they are sinners.' It is very necessar
to have charity that will cover a multitude of what we r:
suspose to be sins." (7:133-4). He repeats the word:
of the Prophet Joseph: "Bring no railing accusation
against your brethren...for the principle is of the devi.
he is called 'the accuser of his brethren'..." (BY Hisz,
pP. 44, June 1839). He tells of "a gang of about a dozar
Baptist ministers” who tried to break up gambling activi-
ties on a riverboat on which Brigham and other brethren
were travelling: 'T told them, if there had been gamblir-
the gamblers had minded their own business and behavs
like gentlemen, for thera had been no disorder oa board
...and if they pretended to be ministers of the Gospel o
Jesus Christ, their conduct belied their profession."
(BYMs Hist. p. 152, Oct. 4, 1843). This is consistent
with the principlz, 'l caa tell you that [ would rather ha
the practice of a3 good moral religion without any faith 2*
all in a Supreme Being than to have faith in a Supreme
Being without any moral good action...™ (13:249:1870).
Believing in correct doctrine does NOT sanctify one's
actions. But no one is in a position to accuse: "vou m.
see, or think you see, a thousand faults in your brethre:
yet they are orc2nized &s you are. The main difficulty
in the hearts of those who are dissatisfied is, they are
not satisfied with themselves." (8:287:1860). Exger-
ience shows that the arch accusers are invariably very



ambitious men whose accomplishments have not equalled
their ambitions, "...ro parson has a right to say to
another, '"Why do you eat wheat bread, com bread, or no
bread at all? Why do you eat potatoes, or why do you
not eat them? Why do you walk, or why do you sit down?
Why do you read this or that book ? or why do you go to
the right or the left?'...If the Elders of Israel could
understand this a little better we would like it, for the
simple reason that if they had power given them now they
manifest the same weaknesses in the exercise thereof as
any other people.” (14:94 :1871). As to those who re-
ject the gospel, "what will be their condemnation? Let
the Lord judge.* (14:111:1871). "Remember this Q vye
Elders of Israel, and do not apply the term 'Gentile’ to a
man bacause he is not baptized." (12:170:1868) ...
there is one thing that we are too much guilty of, and
that is, evil speaking of our neighbors. " (14:16:1870).
“Shall we speak avil of others? No. Why? Because the
resuit or treatment towards us has made us batter and
greater than we could have been otherewise. Let us thank
God, and speak evil of none.” (14:40:1870). Beware of
making anyone an offender for a word: "Our Christian
brethren almost deny the existence of aGod; but it is in
word only; they do not feel it in their Learts, they do not
mean any such thing,” (14:40-41:1870). Atheists and
Gentiles are none of our business, but what about those
nearer to home? “The greatest trial this people are under
the necessity of bearing is to hold fellowship with false
brethren”--but hold it they must (8:150:1860). "I think it
c3an bea shown that the great majority of difficulties be-
tween brethren, arises from misunderstandings rather than
from malice and a wicked heart, and instead of talking the
matter over with each other in a saint-like spirit, they
wili contend with each other until a real fault is created
and they have brought a sin upon themselves," (12:173:
1868). “Let the Elders of this Church go forth and preach
that every parson who does not become as they are will
have to suffer the wrath of God, and go down to hell...
and I would not give the ashes of a rye-straw for all they
will do. It is good for nothing: there is no life in it--
there Is no soul in it," (8:155:1860) it is Satan's game
of accusing, and it Is all negative, This was the spirit
of those who came bursting with self-righteousness, to
expose and correct the vices of the Utah Mormons: In
1851 Brigham Young wrote to President Fillmore: "Is it
true that officers coming here by virtue of any appointment
by the President, hawe private instructions to watch for
iniquity, and make a man an offender for a word’'; to spy
out our liberties, and, by manifold misrepresentations
seek o prejudice the minds of the people against us?"
{3¥ Hist, Sept. 29, 1851).

In the end, it is our own weakness and ignorance that
makes the business of accusing so false and futile: '"God
has commenced His kingdom on the earth, How intricate
it s, and how difficult for a man to understand if he be
not enlightened by the 3pirit of God! " (13:271:1870).

“it requiras all the atorameant of Christ, the mercy of the
Father, tha pity of angels and the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ to be with us always, and then to do the very best
we possibly can, to get rid of this sin within us..."
(11:301). 'It matters not, " therefora, “what your neigh-
borz do, look to your Cod with all your heart, instead of

watching your neighbors, and there will be no danger of
your lzaving the true path."

COERSION l'}as nd place in the Gospe!, where power is
exercisad only by persuasion,” (D.C, 121:41). "These
tribes of Indlans...,war with each other, and try to de-
stroy each other; and why do they do it? Why, 'You are
not as righteous as [ am, and I want to bring you over to
my holy faith.” (3:87:1852). And the so-called civilizad
nations take up arms "to subdue you heathens, and bring
you over to our more enlightened customs and religion.”
(3:88:1852). "Nows, Suppose we wera to issue our edicts
to the whole world of mankind for them to obey the Gospel
we preach, and had the power to compel them to obey,
could we do it according to the dictates of our religion?
We could not, We could invite them, and coulc tell them
how, but we could not say, and maintain the faith that we
have embraced, you must bow down...and submit to the
ordinances of the kingdom of God., . ..But if we become
God-like, we will be just as full of charity as He is, We
would let pagans worship as they please, and to the
Christians and Mohammedans, and all sects and parties
in the world we would say, 'Do just as you please, for
your volition is before the heavens. Our religion will not
permit us to command or force dny man or women to obey
the Gospel we have embraced.” {14:94:1871). 'I have
thought a great many times I was very thankful I was not
the Lord Almighty. I should be consuming my enemies.
How I should contend against those who hate mel I an
glad I am not the Lord." (15:2:1872). "Do not you wish
sometimes you had power to pinch their ears? Do not you
wish you had powerto stop them in their mad career? Let
the Lord Almighty do this. You think his eye is upon the
work of his hands? It is. His ears are open to the pray=-
ers of His children...and when we as a people possess
the abundance of that patience, that long~suffering and
forbearance that we need, to possess the privilegas and
the power that the Lord has in reserve for His people, we
will receive to our utmost satisfaction. We shall not have
it now. The Lord says, 'I cannot give it to you now.!®
(15:2:72). :

ArLASPI}E_IT\I_G_.SPIRIT s alien to any man who had the

spirit of the Lord, and yet in the past has been very mark-
ed among leading Latter-day Salnts, It was responsible,
Joseph Smith maintained, for all the persecutions
brought upon the Church. "president Smith con-
tinued by speaking of the difficulties hs had to
surmount ever since the commencement of the work,
in consequence of aspiring men. 'Great big
Elders’, as he called them, who cause him much
trouble... He said hs had bsen tranpled under-
feot by aspiring Tldars, for ail were infec
with that spirit... He said he had a subtle
devil to deal with, and could only curb him by
being humble."® (Teachings of J.s. p. 225, 1842.)
"Bewars of pride, and not seak to excell one
above another... Must the new cnes beugin to
exalt themselves...as several of the quorum have
done. It is an eternal principle...that man who
rises up to condemn others...is in the high road
to apostasy.” It is the most natural thing in
the world: "We have learned by sad experience
that it is in the nature of almost all men, as
soon as they get a little authority...to exer-
cise unrighteous dominion," not realizing thax
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tha2 power of the Priesthocod rmust flow "without
compulsory means.” (Teachings of J.S., p. 142;
DC 121:56.) "wWe have enough history, says
Brigham Young, "to prove that when men have the
pcwar, their motto is, 'You shalll'; but there
is no such thing in the economy of heaven."
(14:95:1871.) "Gather the Saints, but do not
flatter; invite, but do not urge, and by no
neans compel anyone.” (8:72:1860.) "There are
men who...wish to destroy every power in Heaven
and’ on earth that they do not hold themselves.
This is the spirit of Satan that was made so
visibly manifest in Heaven and which proved his
ovarthrow, and he now afflicts this people with
it; he wants to dictate and rule every principle
and power that leads to exaltation and eternal
life.™ (10:97:1862.) Notice that the lofty
objactive, exaltation and eternal life," does
not justify any personal ambition, any more than
hard work justifies power and gain as an objec-
tive. After the death of Joseph Smith many had
ambition: "This wild spirit of ambition has
regeatsdly manifested itself to us by many com-
munications received from various sources,"
wrote Brigham Young in the winter of 1845,
"suggesting schemes of blood and empire, as if
the work of the Lord was intended for personal
aggrandisement.” (BY Hist. Jan. 25, 1845.)
Many justified their personal ambitions on the
grounds that after all they were doing it all
for the Church: "...where you £find a man who
wishes to steady the ark of God, without being
callad to do so, you will find a dark spot in
him. The man full of light and intelligence
discerns the God, steadies his wonder, dictates
his own affairs, gquides his people, controls his
kingdom, governs the nations, and holds the
haarts of all living in his hands"~--he asks no
assistance of us, though wa eagerly justify our
plans of conguest and career by dedicating them
to God, (BY Hist. June 25, 1825.) It is the
wicked who "desire to rule, to hold the reins of
government on this earth...I do not blame them
for being suspicious of us...the frequent cry,
'Treascon, treason we are going to have trouble
with the people in Utah." (4:38:1856.)

2n insidious form of compulsion is the oath,
inst which Joseph Smith and Brigham Young
ued strong warnings. "Swear not at all,” the
ior said, explaining that since we have no
atrol over the future--even to influence our
o~ stature or hair color--we have no business
cemmitting ourselves to future situations which
we cannot control or even foresee. "Let our
ccvenant be that of the Everlasting Covenant, as
is coantained in the Holy Writ,"” said Joseph
Smith, "...pur2 friandship alwavs bacores weak-
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en2d the very moment you undertake to make it

tronger by panal oaths and secrecy... Our reli-
gicn is between us and our God, "..we do not take
&n oath to men. (Teachings of J.S., p. l4s,
1333.} Brigham Young tells of how when he was
a2 -oy he -absolutely refused to take a temper-
anztz pladge, NOT because he 4id not believe in
tamperance, but because he DID, and felt that
the pledge would be only an insult. "Many
tima2s I have a feeling to bring this people
under a covenant,” he said at the 24th of
Jul celebration at Big Cottonwood in 1856,
“"cut a doubt as to the propriety of doing so
cpzratas as a check upon that feeling. While
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the toasts were being read...it was strongly
in my mind to ask, 'Will you live your reli-
gion from this time, henceforvard and forevex
and to bring the people under covenant. But
they are already under one, and my feelings
are, I would rather they do NOT make covenant
than to make them and break them. Live your
religion...deal justly with your own conscierx
and with one another, and do right from hence
forth, and you shall be blessed." (Mil Star,
18, 1856.) On another occasion he says: "I
do not c¢all upon you to enter intd a covenant
to do this, for some might break their coven-
ants and that would be a sin... I have never
made a covenant since I entered this Church
only to do good and serve the Lord our God, a
in every possible way aid in developing His
purposes.” (11:140.)

THERE IS BUSINESS AND

It is doubtful if Shakespeare himself could
surpass the scathing eloguence of Brigham
Young whenever he gets on his favorite loath-
ing--lawyers and their ways; but hardly less
devastating are his descriptions of business-
men in action--especially merchants. "Our
merchants...do not ask what they can gat the
pecple to pay; and as much as the people will
pay, so much will the merchants take--a hun-
dred, or a thousand percent, if they can get
it, 2nd then thank God for their success.”
(J.D. 17:261-2:1874.) But that is simply a
matter of supply and demand--what is wrong,
according to Brigham Young, and especially
insidious because it can be rationalized into
a form of righteousnessi "They put me in min.
he says, "of some men I ‘have seen who, when
they had a chance to buy a widow's cow for te:
cents on the dollar of her rcal value in cash,
would make the purchase, and then thank the
Lord that he had so blessed them." (J.D. l.c.
It is true, their subconscious fights back anc
concedes the point to Brigham: "We frequentl:
hear our merchants say they cannot do busines:
and then go into the pulpit to preach," (J.D.
13:308:1870) but in the end the pull of this
world is irresistible: “Yet when we examine
the feelings, views, wishes, desires and aspi:
ations of this people, we see them wandering
after almost everything but that which they
should possess.” (J.D. 12:118:1868.)

Now Brigham Young was a practical man and a
business man, but he was interested only in
this congregation who are so short-sighted,
and so destitute of eternal values of things-.
that was the difference: "Threre are those in
this congragation who are so short-sighted,
and so destitute of eternal wisdom and know-
ledge, that they believe tha*t brother Brighan
is after property--after the things of this,
world. This is a false feeling, a false view,
and a false faith in such persons... I seek
not for the world, nor for the things of the
world; but God heaps property upon me, and I
am in duty bouné to take care of it. Do you
think that I love the world? I d&o not. Wher.
is the man who would more willingly give up
his property than I would?" (J.D. 8:125:186¢.
"I own property, and I emplov the best men I



can find to look after it...but as for spend-
ing my own time in deing it, or letting my own
mind dwell upon the affairs of this world, I
will not do it. I have no heart to look after
my own individual advantage, I never have had;
my heart is not upon the things of this world."
(J.D. 11:279:1867.) This was no hollow
rhetoric~-five times Brigham Young had been
stripoed of all his property, and never so much
as a backward look or sigh of regret. He
ninced no words on the subject of false values:
"It is disgusting to me to see a person love
this world in its present organization...
Riches take the wings of the morning and fly
away; it is beneath the heart of man who loves
God and His spirit." (Millen. Star, 12:275:
1850.) Oh fools, and slow of heart to under-
stand the purposes of God and his handiwork
among the people.” (J.S. 8:63:1850.) "Go to
the child and what does its joy consist in?
Toys, we may call them...and so it is with our
youth, our young boys and girls; they are think-
ing too much of this world; and the middle-~aged
re striving and struggling to obtain the. good
things of this life, and their hearts are too
much upon them. So it is with the aged. Is
not this the condition of the Latter-Day Saints?
It is." (J.D. 18:237:1874.)
And what has all this to do with the enemy?
A great deal, for it sets forth with great
clarity his plan of attack, his strategy and
tactics. We must never forget that THE DEVIL
HAS MORE THAN ONE ARROW in his quiver, and
when one does not work he will try another.
But the one that works by far the best among
all classes of people and in all periods of
time is money: he has announced in no uncer-
tain terms that this is his world, and that
cne can have anything in it for money. The
clains are fraudulent, of course: "Satan
never owned the earth; he never made a parti-
cle of it; his labor is not to create, but to
destroy. (J.D. 10:320:1864), but then he
always wocks by deception: "...the wicked
ruledover all the earth so long that they
think they are the rightful heirs and inherit
it from the Father."” (J.D. 11:302:1867), and
so we nave in the world of material things a
completely inverted scale of values: "It has
been supposed that wealth gives power. In a
depraved state of society, in certain sense
it does, in opening a wide field for unright-
eous monopolies, by which the poor are robbed -
and oppressed and the wealthy are more enrich-
ed, is power. 1In a depraved state of society,
noney can buy positions and titles (See Joa
‘cGinniss, The Selling of the President, 1%968),
can cover up a multitudse of incapabilities,
c€an open wide the gates cf fashionable soci-
2ty to tha lowaest and wmost depravad of human
Szings; L1t divides society into castes with-
out any reference to goodness, virtue or
truth. It is made to pander to the wholesome
law 0f God and man, and to trample down every
saczad pbond that should tie soclety together
in a natiocnal, rmunicipal, domestic and ‘every
other relationship." (J.D. 10:3:1862.) This
little apostrophe on money, delivered as
Brigham Young's sermons all were, impromptu,
is worthyto stand beside that of Shakespeare's
Timon of Athens on the same subject.

e Communist worlé pose a threat to the

! nd sacurity. ¢f the human race? OFf course
otttk —,—— . .
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it Jdoes; the danger cannot be exaggerated,
There indeed is an enemy and an extremely dan
g&rous one. The guestion is not whether tha
danger exists, but how to deal with it. I
spent a couple of years in military headquar
ters at various echaslons, and if rothing else,
I kept my eves and ears. open. There was near -
ly always complete agreemsant among the command
as to who the enemy was and what our own

objectives were, since both matters haa been
settled by orders from above. But on the ques
tion of just how we were to accomlish our
objectives there was very little agreement:
every general had his cwn solutioz to the pro-
blem, and nothing is easiar than for one gen-
eral to say of another (especially if both
were bucking for the next promotion), "His
plan is insane; it plays right into the hands
of the enemy; it gives aid and céafert to the
enemy; in fact it is just what the enemy wants
us to do."™ 1In other words, since my plan is
the only one that will work, all others

amount to treason.

How then do we deal with the enamy? Brigham
Young, who knew as much about as large a
variety of enemies as any man w«ho evar lived,
has lain it on the line: 1I1f we show our
Heavenly Father that we trust Him to the point
of putting aside all fsealings of malice and
revenge towards our fellew men, no mattsr who
they may be or how they feel toward us, He

will see to it tha%t "che wickedshall destroy
the wicked." That is a premise that has naver
failed of fulfillment. The alternative to this
is the other game, the most dangerous, futile
and foolish fame in the worlE, tha age-old
Asiatic game of world ccnguest, the mad-men's
chess-match as old asz history. It is a gam=

of power and the rules only exist as tricks

to trap ones opponent, and words and courtesies
serve only to obfuscate and deceive. The game
is endemic to the stepoes of Asia, and the
Asiatics are better at it than we can ever hope
to ba: for us to play the game and play it
their way is simply suicide. But this vision
of world power, of massive armies and machines
engulfing the surface of the earth as they
grind all opposition to powder is an intoxi-
cating one, the ultimate dream that I have many
times heard generals talking about among tham-
selves and to their staff. After all, say
these realists, it is power that wins in this
world-~God is on the side of the big battalions.
If we are going to be realists, let us face

the facts. The Augus: 1969 issue of the
Scientific American was largely devoted to the
theme of "Military Technology and Naticnal
Security," and the lesading articla, by Herbart
F. YorX, concludad wikh "Th
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the words: Thare is

the steady decrease in our national saecurity
that has for more than twenty years accompan-
ied the steady increase in our military power.”
A perfect commentary oa the repeated assurancs
of the Scriptures that there is no securicy in
the arm of flesh. If there is no technologi-
cal solution to our dilemma, there is a spir-
itual one, and Brigham has *told us what it is.



