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BRIGHAM YOUNG and the ENEMY (),mr(yﬂf\_
by Dr. Hugh Nibley G
Editor's Note: officers, amounting toc some 17,000 men have

Few men in the L3S &zzdemic 'commur ity have made
contributions that dowlek compare with those of
Dr. Hdugh Nibley. His credentials and contri-
butions are known by 2il.- We of the Young Demo-
crats of BYU have %“zon encouraged and inspired
by the interest and. R:iaf ®r. Nibley has offered
us. The followins .article was presented in
part by Dr. Nible; at a recent meeting of the
Young Jemocrats. Respehse to that address was
overwhélming and- manv-people have requested
copies of the wmanusesipti~  Dr. Nitley has gra-
ciously consented to a2ilow the Young Democrats
to make available, ~epies for interested people
We trust -that -ths wicdém-expressed by Brigham
Young may be of help-i0 *us for the challenge
of our time.

Y .

It would. be hard to iiad in #istory another man
who spent as many days of "his Tife surrounded
by cetermined, implacable and dangerous enemies
as did Brigham Youngs-

"Forty-five
year of his
.the Prophet

he recalled in the last
were deternmired to kill
Joseph. I have lain on the floor
scores and sceres of nights ready to receive
the otk who souzht his life. This persecuticn
commenced with a little neighborhood, then a
toewn, then a county, then a State, and the peo-
ple of the Unitéd’States; and
‘nations will bei just, as bitter towards us...as
many of the people of our own nation now are."

years sgo,'.
life, "they
 §

(Journal of fiisconrses 18:361: 1877).
There was never-any indication that things
would iwprove: : "The enemies of Geod and truth

U0 not love us any -better this year than they

did last ye:ur,wmor will their love for us in-
crease in the year that is to come."

(J.D. 19:39: 1862).

The eneumy was within and without: Wealtrwas

p-slavery wen .that pointed the bayonet to me
and wy brethren tiin. Missouri, and said, ‘'Danmn
you, we will kill s you'". (J.D. 10:111:1855)
-and yet "Our diffitulties and persecutions have
always crisen from meh right in our midst," (B.
Y. ilist., March 7;<1844). *¢

fﬁ~\cr the deati of the Prophet Joseph Smith all

—<1r natred =zrJ) virulence was ‘concentrated
against Brighan Yountgit It 1is no exaggeration
when he says in 1860, "All the army with its
teamsters, anger-ons, and followers, with the
judges and mneavly @ll the rest of the civil

by and by other

.pose--no one knew better

been searching diligently
bring one act to light
ne..." (J.D. 8:143).

for three years o
that would incriminae

THE HELPLESS ENEMY
S e
Faced with such terrifying hostility on all
sides, with preachers and editors in all the

land calling for his blood, what was Brighum to
do? Answer: He put his faith in God and snil-
ingly went on his way; he absolutely refused to
be in any way alarmed or upset no matter what
the enemy was up to: '"As to the struggle trat
is going on between the Latierday Saints and
the world, have we any struggle with them? No.
Have we any contention? No, not in the least..
Have we battle to fight? No, none at all. Are
we to marshal our armies and to contend against
them? No. Here are the words of truth; we go
forth and declare them to the ends of the earth
it is our mission and all we have to do. They
may war against us, they may marshal their for-
ces and their armies. God rules, I fear thenm
not. If I preserve myself in the truth, I am
all right." (J.D. 18:360:1877). 1In 1858 when
crickets, Indians, drought, and the U. S. Army
were threatening the Saints at once, President
Young told the people: "With scme the question
arises, Are we in danger from our enemies? No;
Have we been? No. Shall we be? No, we shal
not." (J.D. 7:56:1858). Two years later, after
a series of terrible tensions and crises, he
could say, "....let our worst wish toward our
wrost enemies be that we may see the timec when
they will be obliged to do right.' (8:156:1860).
And later: "I love my friends, and as for my
enemies. I pray for them daily; and, if they do
not believe I would do them good, let thein call
at my house, when they are hungry, and I will
feed them." (J.D. 11:111:1856).

How cculd the man be so cooly sure of himself
in the face of appalling dangers? It was not a
than Brother Brigham
how real and intimate the dangers were. The
event, contrary to all expectation, fully just-
ified his prophetic certitude: he knew all
along where the real danger lay and where it
did NOT lie: "They can do us no harm--they can
do nothing against the truth. The Lord will
make the wickéd and the ungodly and their acts
accomplish I[lis design..." (11:267:18656}. "The
wicked cefnot do anything against the truth.
Every move they make to crush the kingdom of
God will be attended with the singal blessings
of the Almighty for 1its further extension and




fillirg his mission manrtfully,..” If we only
biuw alene it is he who is the dupe: "I have
! ht of the foclishness of the  devil,
ding all his cunning; yet he is nuch
ntleman, when compared with mnany  that
" (J.D.10:304:84). The ultimate in
is to fall under 2is miserable {raud-
: "ihat Joseph means by being camned
coplc will go into the spirit world..
ower of Satan, and will have to be
r else they will be forever under

his power.” (J5.D.17:159:1874). 1In the end all
wve ¢
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the power he has is what oncede to him: "A
person to become an angel of the Devil, has
first tc be a good Saint, and then deny the
Lord who bought him,” (i.e. refuse redemption
wiien it 1s offered him (J.D.8:179:186C). 'lHas
the devil the power to afflict, and cast the
spirit into torment? xo!" (J.D.3:95:1852). Ilis
control is strictly through the flesh. Say, how
tihen does it work? By striking the flesh where
. it is most vulnerable, by threatening its very

existence, by withhecldive its means of sabsis
terce and survival. You take wy 1ife"™ said
Shylock, "when you do take the means by which I
live'"--he being a notoriously greedy and un-
scrupulcus rnoney-lender. Wwell, as '"the Prince
of the world” Satan commands the treasures of
the earth, and with ther his is able to carry
on his rule of blood arnd terrcr.

THL FATAL FLAK

Brighan Young und Juseph Swmith constantly re-
iteratcd warnings against what they considered
to be the two really dangerous weaknesses in

M -cricr: character, the damaged spots in the
wt ¥ tircugh which Satan could always enter
most readily: these two were Covetousness and
self-rightecusness.

COVETOUSNESS THE NUMBER ONE WEAPON

Covetousness takes the lead; it is the most
formidakle obstacle to the progress of the
Saints and furnishes Satan with the most effec
tive weapon 1in his arsenal. When the Church
was only a year old, the Prophet Joseph said
"that God bad ofter sealed up the heavens be-
cause of covetousness in the Church.” (Teach-
ings of J.S§. p.9, 1831.) What is covetousness?
Simply wanring to get rich--for millions the
Awerican ( and the Greek and the Roman and the
-Babylonian and the Spanish, etc.) dream, "Breth
ren,' said Joseph Smith, "we are gathered to
this beautiful 1land to build up Zion...But
since I have been here 1 have perceived the
spirit of selfishness. Covetousness exists in
the hearts of the Saints...Here are those who
begin to spread out buying up all the land they
are able to, to the exclusion of the poor ones
who are not so much blessed with the world's
goods, thinking to lay foundations for them-
selves, only looking to their individual fami-
lies and those who are to follow them. Now I
want te tell you that Zion cannot be built up
in sucn 2 way...l see signs put out, beer signs

1lative schemes are being introduced. This
- e way of the world, Babylon indeed, and I
¢t vou in the name of the God of Israel, if
here is.nct repentance....and a turning from
ungodliness, covetousness, and self-will, you
wiil be “rcken up and scattered from  this
land to th¢ four winds of heaven." (Ed. Steven-
sen, Autotiog., pp. +0-41)., In due time they
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were indeed driven out  and many years later
d why, as he often did

r
Brighan Young explains \ o3

"I hope to Cod that we nover will have the pri-
vilege of stopping and making ourselves rich,
while we grind the face of the poor; but let us
be driven from State to State until we can take
what we have got and dispose of it acvording to
the dictation of the spirit of revelation from
the Lord " (J.D.13:4:1372) Was it as bad as
that? It was: "The ceovetousness of soned
this people has ieved me, and it has caused

griev

my spirit to weep and mourn to observe their
greediness, their cheating and lying, also their
shceming in every possible way to wring a pica-
yune out of this man or that woman. I can put
my finger wupon owners of little shops in this
city, who will lie to you for half an hour on a
stretch, who will, if vou send a child to their
shops to but a yard of ribben that is worth ten
cents, charge the chold fifteen or twenty cents
for it..." (J.D. 3:118"1335). The sermons of
Brigham Young are full of such observations:
all were guilty, the famers as well as the mer--
chants "I see some men so greedy after the
things of the world, that they will take their
grain from the mouths  of innocent, helpless
women and children whp are suffering for food,
and sell it to gentile merchants to speculate
upon.” (J.D. 3:117:1855). "The poor are fil-
led with idolatry as well as the rich, and covet
the means of those who have helped them; the
rich, also, thave the same spirit of idolatry,
and stick to what they have."™ (J.D. 3:6:1855).
The vile practice of stealing cattle andother
property.... has been encouraged by covetous,
selfish men, who have refused to use their prop-
erty for their own good, or the community's.”
(J.D.1:225:1853}. So after these words of wrath
and warning, drought, crickets, Indians, and
the U.S. Army struck all at once, and every
house in the valley was prepared for hurning:
Then it was that Brigham declared: "If we love
our improvements and property better than we

love the 1lives of our brethern, the Lord will
lead us in a way to waste us instead of our
property. Can you understand that it is better

to lose property than the lives of men, women,
and children? But if we are so wedded to our
property that we would rather fight for it than
sacrifice it, 1if required, for our religion,
then we are in a condition to be wasted, and
our property would go into the hands of  our

enemies."” (J.D.7:46:1858).

At the height of danger, with the Army actually
sescending on the valley, the Prophet declared:

"I am more afraid cf wovetcusnes in our Elders
than I am of the hordes of hell. Have we men
out of that class? I believe so. I am afraid
of such spirits, for they are more powerful and
injurious to this people than all hell outside
of our borders. All our enemies in the United
States or in the world, and all hell marshalled
against us, could not do us the injury that
covetousness in the hearts of this people could
do,for it is idolatry."” (J.D. 5 353 573. So
there was a real danger---the only thing that
Brigham really feared. "Could our brethern say
in Jackson Ceounty Missouri? No, ro. Shy? They
had not learned 'a' concerning Zicn, And  we

have been travelling now forty=twec vears, and
have we learred our a.b.c?...I will sayv, scarce
ly. Have we seen it as a people? llow long

shall we travel, how long shall we live, how

long shall Cod wait for us to sanctify our-- -




EMOCRAT

BRIGHAM YOUNG and

the ENEMY

by Dr. Hugh Nibley

FIGHTING FIRE WITH NON-FIRE

In dealing with this particular enemy, the
Enemy of all Righteousness, the first rule is
never to use his methods, for if we do he has
already won. He does not care which "side"
we are on as long as we act like devils, just
" as Cod does not care which side we are on if
" we keep the Great Commandments: he held up
as the shining example that of a Samaritan
who 'was not a member of the Church, was not
even of Israel, and contrasted his behavior
‘{"go thou and do likewise!") to that of two

- devout and active charchmen who wanted
nothing to do with a drunken bum lying uncon-
scious in the gutter.

"We are never going to destroy the enemies of
God by the evil passions that are in us--
-ver, no never. When those who profess to
"% Saints contend against the enemies of God
through passion or selfwill, it is then man
against man, evil against ev11, the powers of
darkness against the power of darkness."

(J.D. B:324:1861.) We do not fight Firc with
fire or match hate with haté. "No man or
people ‘possessing wisdom will give vent to
wrath, for that is calculated to weaken, to
destroy, to blot out of existence. When the
Supreme Ruler of- the universe wishes to des-
“troy a nation, he takes away their wisdom...
and they are filled with wrath: they give way
to anger, and thus lay the foundation of their
own destruction.” (Millen. Star 16:723:1854.)
YIf we are permitted to rule, govern, and ccn-
trol, in subjection to us.” (J.D. 8:324:1861.)
As a stimulant anger has no long-term value:
"The Lord said, 'Hold on' He can fight our
battles far better than we can. Anger towards
them (the enemy) is a poor, miserable feeling;
and T am trying to get rid of it." (J.D. 8:
357:1861.) Brigham Young was a forceful and
formidable man who was often provoked and knew
what anger was--but he also knew it was wrong:
‘"I will say, therc is not a man in this house
who has a more indomitable and unyielding
temper than mysclf. But there is not a man in
the world who cannot overcomw his passion, if
he will struggle carnestly to do so. If you
find passion coming on you, go off to som:
ace whete you cornot e heard. . straggle tild
Jeaves you; and pray for strength to over-
me. (J.D. 11:290:1867,) "When evil arises
ithin me let me throw a. cloah over 1t, subdue
it 1n4tcad of acting_ 1t out upon the false
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presumption that I am honest and no hypocritic,

Let not thy ‘tongue give utterance to the evil
that is in thine heart...So far ‘I believe in
being a hypocritc." (J.D. 11:225.) The
trouble with feeding and yielding to anger is
that it is altogether too easy: “Cast all
bitterness out of your own hearts--all anger,
wrath, strife, covetousness, and lust, and
sanctlfy the Lord God in your hearts, that you
may enjoy the Holy Ghost... (J.D. 8:33:1860.)
That is the real victory, .as the Prophet Joxum
put it; "...we shall go from victory to vic=
tory, and from conquest to conquest; our evil
passions will be subdued, our prejudices de-
part; we shall find no room in our bosoms for
hatred."” (Teachlngs of J. S., p- 179, 1840.)
In this it is ourself we fight all the time,
and no one else: "“,..it is natural for me to
contend, and .if I am opposed in return, and if
a sharp word is spoken to me to give -a sharp
word back, I have done so but rarely. It is
wrong, and we nust subdue the inclination.”
(J.D. 14:149:1871.) As one of the great
leaders of all time Brigham Young understood
why this was so: “Ho man ever did, or ever
will rule judiciously on this earth, with
honor to himself and glory to his God, unless
he first learned to rule and control hlmself "
(J.D. 3:256:1856.)

If you want to meet the Enemy head-on here he
is, "This is what I call res isting the. devil,
and he flees from me. I strive to not speak
evil, to not feel evil, and if I do, to keep
it to myself until it is gone from me, and
not let it pass my lips..." (Had I better not

let it out than to keep it ranklzng within me?

No. 1 will keep bad feelings under and
actuall _smother them m_to death, then _they are
33195:1856.) They do not fes-
ter in the subconscxous, because they simply
vanquish: hatred is vanquished only when it
turns - to love. Must the battle always be
within ourselves? Where else? "With all the
pover I possess, I cannot prevent a man from
cursing and swearing if he is disposcd to da
$0..." (J.D. 10:191:1863.) Whom can he
command? Himself. “If T did not feel like
nraying.,.I should say, Brigham, get down here,
on your knees, bow your body down before the
throne of Him who rules in’'the heavens, and
stay there until you can feel to supplicate at
the throne of grace errected for sinners.”
(J.D. 16:28:1873.) “If you feel that you are
tempted not to open your mouth to the Lord,




trophet Josieph tn a dream, with the repeated tnstruction
i ZaEtl the brethren to get the spirit of the Tord, ™ "They
T the Spirit of the 1oed,” 1t was explained, “leom
Alother spirits; it will whisper peace and joy o thelr
ouls; it il tate malice, batred, strife and all cvil from
“aelr hearts .o (500 1tist, Peb, 23, 1947, p. 57). And
“his was at the very culmination of mob violence. Just

" efore his death the Prophet Joseph had prophesied that
though wars would come "it-will not ha by sword or gun
that this kiagdom will roll on."” (Teachings, p. 360,
1844), and he reassured the Salnts: "So long as men are
nnder the law of God, they have no fears--they do not
‘care themselves.” (1b. p. 373).

In a declaration of Fel,, 27, 184S (BY Ilist,) the followers
‘f Emmett were Invited "to stand forth with the servants
f God and in the majesty and strength and greatness of
the evetlasting P iesthood rescue the earth from violence,
rppression and wickedness," This Is not done by force
f arm, even in the face ol' Iohn.,on MArmy: 'Dut, 5ays
tne, 'I want to fight,' Do atl such persons know that thcy
e not right? If they will examina their hcarts, they will
find a wicked anger and a malice there; and they cannot
ict into the Ungdom of God with those feelings.” (5:229:
1857). No man was ever threatened with fircarms morc
-anstantly than Joseph Smith, yet he would not carry a
veapon: '"He that arms himsclf with gun, sword, or pistnl,
xcept in the defense of truth, will sometimes be sorcy for
‘L. I never carry any weapon with me bigger than my poen-
St When I was dragged helore the cannon and sauskets
ﬂouri I vias unarmed. God will always protect me
intit ray mission is fulfitled.” (Teachings of J.5., p. 365,
.844). 'I sometimes felt, " Brigham confesses, "before the
-wove, Hke taking the sword and slaying my encmices, un~
il they were wasterd away. But the lord did not d(-';ign
bis, and we have remained in peace and quletness.,” (9:
150:1860). 'Tiad we the power, would we hold the wicked
‘>wn and whip them? No; for, except in seli-defense, it
.3 our duty to plead with them and offer them the terms of
‘ife and salvation--to give them all the opportunity God
s designed thein to have.," (8:279:1860). “Are we pre-
sared to receive the blessings, and let the fighting alone?
e asked the next year, "I do not believe much in fighting,
ind my feith is to escape such a calamity as to war and
“ight with either friends or enemies.” (8:325:1851).

=;

Yhat then? *“I have asked the Lord to mete out justice to
those who have oppresscd us, and the Lord will take his
swwn time and way for doing this. It is In His hands, and
not in mine, and 1 am glad of it, for I could not deal with
"he wicked as thry should be dealt with.” {10:197:1864),
ihis is not to say that great and strenuous efforts are not
1emanded of us: “...we have got to take the ground by
tarce. Yes, by the mental force or faith, and by qgood works
.eountil the nations of the carth will feel that Jesus has the
-ight to rule King of nations as he does King of Saints . *®
6:1871). But that is the hard way, the other is cas-
mone of the Clders would much rather fight for their

T than live it, I anyone thinks to get into the kmg—
dom by fighting, . .they will find tht'mr elves mistaken.”
‘Mil, Star. 33:433:1871). “The devil and his associates:
e going in due time to be "driven from the earth, and he
snd bis clan are bound and thrust down to hell and a seal

“selves,”

put upon thein,™ How Ls that to be done? Not Ly us, of
courte, though we prepace the way for 1t Ly overcos ning
every Sincbnotrselves o thaet God can "bring forth eight-
cousnens, salvation, and deliverence to the housa of
Teracl,™ {2:270-1:085%), In the lest year of his Ufe Pres.
Young deliveced a dire Diecatl aqgafnst the enommles of Zion:
"ooowoi to thase who fight agalnst 1t, What will we ds to
them? Nothing at all, but preach the Gespel, They may
lie about us as they pleasc. If we faithfully mind our own
concerns, lve our rchrnon, do good to all men,..wec have
no cause for fear in the least," (19:5:1877).

These are the lest days, the days of wickedness and venge-
ance, when waor becomes the order of the day: "Some may
have cried peace, but the Saints and the world will have
little peace from henceforth. Every man who 1s afraid,
rcovetous, will ha taken by .>n'arc." Thus Joseph Smith in
1839 (Teachings of J.S., p. 160). And still earlier the
issue was made clear by the volce of prophecy: '"Destruc-
tion to the eye of the spiritual beholder, seems to b2 writ-
ten by the finger of an invisible hand, in large capitals,
upon almost everything we behold.” (ib. p., 16, 1833). No
one has described the world situation better than Brigham
Young, whose words would not be out of place in today's

- newspaper. "Great improvements are making_in the art of

kll]lno blk';," he commenfp—d—away back in 1847,_ard lt Is

wxlh g:,_ttgn than n:)wdc T I‘.ftor a atmcal corament on the
beauty and copvcniencu of the new killing device, he con-
cludes with a stinger: "it may be joyful news to those who
have plenty of cotton.” (BY-Hist, Jan 27, 1847, p. 37).
The danger of ¢rowing annaments was ane on which he fre-
quently commented: A large sharec of the Ingenuity of the

world is taxed to invent weapons of war, What a set of
fool"' * (8:324:1861) Today by far the greater part of our
vast military budget is spent on research, Brigham does
not approve of this sort of thing: "Much of the skill, in-
genuity, and ability of the Christian natlons are now devot-
ed to manufacturing instruments of death, May we be
saverd from the effects of death., May we be saved from the
effects of them! As I often tell you, if we are faithful, the
Lord will fight our battles much better than we can our-
(8:325:1861). In the midst of the mobs he told
the Saints, 'Onec plow share will do more to drive off the
mob than two guns." - (BY [list, Aug, 18, 1814). The
hardest thing is not to take to weapons when we fesl threat-
ened: "Imagined danger always produced the most trouble,®
he reflected from long expertence with the mobs (1:105:53);
counter-action is no solution to violence: I should have
morce fear in consequence of the ignorant and foolish auda-
city of the Llders, than of their being afraid, 1 should fear
they would rush inta danger like an unthinking horse into
battle. So I will not find fault with regard to their courage. ¢
that point I am a coward myself, and if pcople would do

as I tell them, I would not only save my own life, but
theirs likewisae.” (1:165:1853). As he saw the great

Civil war approaching, he observed, 'Tt is a remarkable
fact, that the flames of civil war are kindled in that

portion of the United States from which the Saints were

first driven by a reckless mob. That same spirit...by

the tacit consent of the nation, has diffused ttself

through the land, and sealed the doom of that mighty




treat him like an cnemy, Nr)lhlnq cautd be wore
A ¢ policy of kindness Troards o ¢ leever, tonal:,
’,(m;ml us and detenmined cnemy . This is not the place

to discuss it, a few quotations will do. Even bafore the
Salnts came to the valley, "1 [elt that it was wiong to in-

dulge In feelings of hostility and bloodshed toward the
Indians, the descendants of Israsl, who might kil o cow,
an ox or eeven a horse; to them the deor, the buffalo, the
cherry and plum tree or strawberry bed were free. It was
thelr mode of living to kill and eat. ..l realizad there were
more among us who would steal who knew better, whose
traditions and earliest tcachings were all agalnst it. Yet
such would find fellows hip with those who would shoot an
Indian for stealing.” (BY Hist. March 26, 1847, p. 74).

1850: To the people in Salt Lake: "As to fighting
with and killing the Indians, there was no necessity for
it, if the brethren acted wisely in theirintercourse with
them; and I warned the brethren that if they killed Indians
for stealing they would have to answer for it. I also pro-

posed for thelr condition the following question: 'Why
should men have a disposition to kill a destitute naked
Indian, who may steal a shirt or a horse and thinks it no
harm when they ncver think of meting out a like retribution
"to a white man who steals, although he has been told bet—
ter from infancy?'" (BY Hist. January 1850, p. 1).

1854: 'T awn sorry that some of our brethren have been
killed by the Indlans, but I am more sorry that some of the
Indians have been slain by the brethren. I have often said,

- and I say again if any person is to be killed for stealing,
hat one be a white'man, and not an Indian, for white
know better, while Indians do not; and you must lay
asldc your angry feeling toward them and cease wishing to
kill them." (Mil Star 16:188:1854).

1855: Deriands of the Indians "should be met with a
spirit of liberality on the part of the General Government
«++1 have uniformly pursued a friendly course of policy
towards them, fceling convinced, that independent of the
question of exercising humanity towards a degraded and
fgnorant vace of people, it was manifestly more economt-
cal and less expensive to feed and clothe them, than to
fight them.” (Mil Star: 17:261).

1857: ",..to reflect their angry words and acts, ancl
kill them for every trivial offense, as is the usuval course
pursued towards them by the whites...will drive them to
the opposite extreme. Therefore let us exhibit a superior
understanding, a larger comprehension of right and for-
bearance and honor, Be just, brethren in your dealings
with them; no matter what course they may pursue towards
you, never retaliate a wrong.” (Mil. Star:19:248). This
forbearance works both ways, of course:  "Hundreds of
miles have the Indians trovelled to sce me, to know whether
they might use up the emigrants, saying 'They have killed
many of us; and they damn you and damn us, and shall we

drantic
titeky,

stand it?' I have always told thew to hold on, to stop -
shedding blood, and to live in poace.” (5:236).

1860: The reality of the Indian dinger must never be
f tten: "I[ we mah, no e fforts to guard out o, our

o=, our citied i, OUl wuch dnd c}nldron, wxll the Lord
quzrrd th(m for u°° He will not?” 1 do not know that there
Is one person in. the lornlory whf) woul(l rofu e to pe rform
mllltary duty,” (11:131). But this m no wise justifies any
‘agares ‘.Lyc or.venqoful | action, T

1866: 'T wish to impress them with the necessity of

teating the Indlangs with kindness, ond to refrain frvin
ladboring that revengeful, vindlcotlve fenling that maany
indulae tn, 1 am convineod that as long o5 we harber in

us such feclings towards them, so long-they will be our
enemies, and the Tord will suffer them to afftict us,” {11
163). -1t is the old Book of Mormon theme: one can never
hope Lo get rid of his enemles by destroying them: 1
certainly believe that the present affliction, which has
come upon us from Indians, 1s a consequence of the wicked-
n2ss which dwells In"the hearts of some of our brethren...

I belicve that the Lord permits them to chasten us...to
convince us that we have to overcome the vindictive feel-

Inas which we have harbored towards that poor, down-
trodden branch of the House of Israel,” (11:162),

LOCATING THE ENEMY

There is An Enamy, the Encmy of ALL Righteousness-but
he is a disembodied spirit. How do we come to grips
with him, according to Brigham Young? Very intimately
and immediately; he enters, or seeks to enter, right into
us jndividually--there we can meet him hand to hand and
eye to eye, within our own minds and bodles. But we

«canNOT engage him by attacking other human belngs no

matter how full of the devil they maoy be. The futility of
trying to combat Satan in the persons of those whom we
dcem to be his human representatives Is rendeced com-
plete hy the circumstance that there is evil as well as
good in all of us, and while cvery man can know for him~

°clf what is oood ¢md cv;l in hzmsel( he ¢ cannot posqxhly

ot}.cr "Pmy always, tr.dt you mJy ‘come off conqu‘-ror,
the Lord told Joseph Smith, “yea, that you may conquer
Satan, and that you'may cscape the hands of the servants
of Satan...” (D & C 5:5). We can conquer Satan, and
whom we know In ourselves but the best we can hope for
Is to escape his servants, whoever they are: "...Safan
has great hold upon their hearts; he stirreth them up to
fniquity against that which is good." (v. 20). But who
are they? The Lord continues: 'But as you cannot always
judge the righteous, or as you cannot always tell the
wicrerl from the nqhtooua, therefore I say unto you, hold
your peace until 1'shall see Tit to make all things known
unto the world conceming the matter.” (v. 37). Il our
gFEEu—t;;—t prophot “with his “admittedly uncanny knowledge
of human nature (his worse enemies grant him that) could
not always tell the wicked from the righteous, who are we
to set up human targets? Being full of evil ourselves, we
are in no position to judge: "Where i5 the man that is
free from vanity? * satd thie Prophet Joseph, "None were
perfect, but Jesus Christ,” (Teachings, p, 187, 1841).
We are called ignorant, " satd Brother Brigham, “so we
are; but what of it? Are not all ignorant? I rather think
so." (13:271:1870). Before the Church was a year old
Joseph admontshad the brethren to "be patient as they
had a considerable distance to go...Until we have per-
fect love we are liable to fall,” (Teachings, p. 9183).
This awarcness of our untversal weakness Is basic to an
undofstanrling of how to deal with the enemy: “There are
no parsons without evil passions to embitter their lives.
Mankind are revengeful, passionate, hateful, and devil-
fsh in their dispositions. This we Inherit through the




el 0y raeligion, becouse there ere thona whn do evil "
A VIS €n0), "Thera are many whn innally;
others gat drunk, etc. Do you not Frow it? O fools and
slow of heart to understand your own existence! But many
Indulqge in such practices, and some will stumble here andd
there; and we must keep pulling them out of the mire and
washing thain all the time. Wil they be consigned.to
eternal damnation for such conduct?. .. They are the work-
manshin of Cod's hands-~hrothers to Jesus ., " (6:347-8),
And here is an extreme case: "I see men before me, in
this house that have no right to be here. They are as
corrupt in their hearts as they can be, and we take them by
the hand and call them brother." (18:305:1877). Why such
concessions to wickedness "We are as yet obliged ta.
have devils in our commumty we could not build up the
Llngdom without them...We must have those amongst us
who will steal our fence poles, who will go and steal hay
from the:ir neighbor's hay stack...It is essentially nccess-
ary to’have such characters here,” (3:50:1855). 'We are
under obligation, through ‘the filial feeling and ties of
humanity, to morc or less fellowship those who do evil,
We must endure this until the Lord shall see fit to separ-
ate the wheat from the chaff. (8:128:1860). ‘I am under
the same obligations to bless sinners as I am to bless
Saints, if they will receive my blessings,” (8:261:1860),
But we had better gather nine that are unworthy than to
neglect the tenth if he is worthy. If they come here,
aistatizc and turn our enemics, they are in the hands of

LV OCCS

and what they do will be to thein everlasting life or
Zlasting condemnation.” {15:18:1872). But neither
the life nor the condemnation are our's to give.

In this Brigham was following as usual in the footsteps of
the first Prophet, his beloved Joseph, who said "We have
thieves among us, adulterers, liars, hypocrites,'
(teachinas, p. 217}, and observed, "I have learned in
my travels that man is treacherous and selfish, but few
‘excepted.” (10:443-4). What do we do with such people?
Nothing. Ilere is a remarkable reflection: Joseph .;mlth
publlcly stated that Sidney Rigdon's faults frnclided "self-
ishness and inc lcpc:_ncr;nco of mmrl:. Uut nc_)thth tundmg
these things, he Is a very great and good man.” (DHC'I,
443- 4). How ‘could such a defective créature be at the
same time a very great and good man? We all, as it.were,
have a foot in both camps, and the moral of it all, for
. both the Prophets, is that we must have chrity: "You may
think you sce a thousand faults in your brethren; yet they
are organized asyou are; they are flesh of your flesh, bone
of your bone; they are of your Father who is in heaven: we
are all his children, and should be satisfied with carh
other as far.as possible.” (8:287:1860). “There is one
principle 1 wish to urge upon the Saints in a way that it
may remain with them--that is, to understand men and .
women as they ore, and not understond them as you are.”
(8:37:1860). "...if brethren and sisters are overtaken in
yvour hearts should be filled with kindness--with
mxcr.y angelic feeling--to overloo' their faults as far
as possible.” (8:128:1360), "...the doctrine which we
have embraced takes away the stony hearts,
Y, Lewe are 1o have compassion upon one another, to looh
upon cach other as we would wish others to look upon us,
dand to remember that we are froll mortal beings, and that
we can bor changedd for the better ouly by the Cospel of

. mony meeting) (fJ.S. Teachings, p

" (3:119:1855).

salvation,”
paniah, roew

(3:363:1859) 1t is for God to judge, condrmn,
give Hife and take (U, but not for men he
will forgive whom he will [orgive, but of us he requires

to fargive AL men, "It others ought to do right, we more,
Bo full of Jove and companctan to your fellow beings,

Il of Findness, such as human belngs can possess, [or
that i our businass, 5:2290. “I am very thankful

that {t is NOT our province, in our present condition, to
sudge the world; if it ware, we would ruia everything, We
have not sufficient wisdom, our minds are not filled with
the knowledge and power of God; the spirit needs to con-
tend with the flesh a little more” (19:7-8:1877). "...we .
must. . .learn to bring the whole man--all the passions,
sympathies, and [eelings in subjection to the spirit. Our
spirits are warring against th2 flesh, and the [lesh against
our spirits; and all we have to do is to let the spirits

that have come from otir Father in heaven reign triumphant,”
(8:118:1860). Meantime, "hocause of our weaknesses--
we shall have to bear with one anotner until we becoms
stronger and wiser.” (8:181:1860). "All of us are in the
hands of that God. We arc all His children. We are His
sons and daughters naturally, and by the principles of
eternal life. We are brethren and sisters. (13:178:1870).

serd,

THE SIOUGH OF SELF-RIGHTLOUSNESS

These lessons have always been hard for the Latter-day
Saints to learn, and 1t is clear from the words of Brigham
Young that we still have a long way to go. There are a

few absolute and categorical "Thou Shalt Nots" in the
Scriptures which we are far from taking to heart: We have
been told that under NO clrcumstances ere we to contend
accu.m coerce, aspire or flatter, These practk.e., wilt .
be re rcadnl g r&'boqmzcd as standard _procedure in Getting ’7_1‘
to the Top in our_modern compotxtlve society. What all *
of them have In common is a feeling of sclf—rlghteouoness.
Next to covetousness it was sclf-righteousness- against
which Joseph and Brigham most urgently warned the Saints.
"Let not any man publish his own righteousness,” sald

the .ophet Joseph--(not even, one might add, in Testi-

. 194). "Don't be

Jimited in your views with regard to your neighbor's

virtue, but boware of self-rightcousness, and be limited

in the estimate of your own virtues...You raust enlarge

your souls towards each other...As you increase in inno-
cence and virtue, as you increcase in goodness, let your
hearts expand, let them be enlarged towards others. ..

you must not b be contracted, but you must be liberal in

ynur t'uolmq.,." (I..-. Teachings, 228, 1842), "Christ
was condemned by the self-rightcous Jews because lle
took sinners into His society.” (ib. p. 240). *"All the
reltgious world Is boasting of righteousness: it is the
doctrine of the devll to retord the human mind, ond hinder
our progress, by filling us with sclf-rightcousness.. . We
arc full of sclfishness; the devil flatters us that we are
very rightoous, when we are feeding on the faults of
others.” (ib, 241V, Here surely is the greatest Lhreat of
(O'nmum“-n' it puts “us to slm._[_)_imrl paralyzcs our mm(L
m tho car: \l'ortmg assurence that we are. tho .CGood Pnople
.mrl it is They ond not We who need to repent. Brigham
Young has much to say on cach of the heads just mention-
el Taking them briefly in ordoer:




”

B o mition s, .. N pRrson h 15 @ nqht tn say to
atwiher, ‘Vhy do you cat wheat bread, corn braad, or no
bread at all? Why do you cot potatoes, or why do you
not eat tham?  VWhy do you walk, or why do you sit dawn?
Why do you read this or that book? or why do you co to
the right or the left?'...1f the Flders of Israel could
understand this a Htie better we would like it, for the
simple reason that if they had power given them now they

~manifest the same weaknesses in the exercise thereof as
any other people.” (14:91 :1871).. As to those who re~
jcct the gospel, 'what will be their condemnation? Lot
the Lord judge.™ (14:111:1871). ‘*Remember this O ye

Elders of Israel, and do not apply the term 'Gentile' to a
man because he Is not baptized." (12:170:1868) "...
there is one thing that we are too much guilty of, and
that {5, evil speaking of our nelghbors.,” (14:16:1870). .

- "Shall we speak evil of others? No. Why? Because the
result or treatment towards us has made us better and

- greater than we could have been otherewise. Let us thank

- God, &nd speak evil of none." (14:40:1870). Beware of
making anyone an offender for.a word:_ *Our Christian
brethren alinost deny the existence of aGod but it is in

word only, they do not feel it In their hearts they do not

‘mean any such thing," (14:40-41:1870). Atheists and

Gentiles are none of our business, but what about those
nearer to home? 'The greatest trlal this people are under
the necessity of bearing 1s to hold fellowship with false

brgthren”--but hold it they must (6:150:1860). ' think it

shown that the great majority of ditficulties be-
th.cn brethren, arises from misunderstandings rather than
from mahcc and a2 wicked heart, and instead of talking the
matter over with each other In a saint-like spirit, they

wlll contend with each other until a real fault Is created

and they have brought a sin upon themseives." (12:173:

1868). "Let the Elders of this Church go forth and preach

that every parson who does not become as they are will

have to suffer the wrath of God, and go down to hell...
and I would not give the ashes of a rye-straw for all they
will do. It is good for nothing: there is no life in it--
there is no soul (n t," (8:155:1860) it Is Satan‘s game
of accusing, and it is all negative. This was the splrit
of those who came bursting with self-righteousness, to
expose and correct the vices of the Utah Mormons: In

1851 Brigham Young wrote to President Fillmore: 'Is it

true that officers comling here by virtue of any appointment

by the President, hawe private instructions to watch for
inlquity, and make a man an offendcr for a word'; to spy
out our liberties, and, by manifold misrepresentations
scek to prejudice the minds of the people agalnst us?*"
(BY Hist. Sept. 29, 1851).

In the end, it is our own weakness and Ignorance that
makes the business of accusing so false and futile: "God
has commenced His kingdom on the earth. How intricate
it is, and hoiv difficult for a man to understand if he be
lightencd by the Spirit of God!* (13:271:1870).

" Fquires all the atonement of Chrls t, the mercy of the
Father, the pity of angels and the grace of the lord Jesus
Christ to be with us alw ‘ays, and then to do the very best
we possibly can, to get rid of this sin within us...*"
(11:301). "It matters not, " therefore, “what your neigh-

hors do, laok to your God with all y_o]xr_ heart, indfoad of

waichin
HdLCRin

g.your neighbors, and there will be no danger of
vour. leaving the truo path,

COERSION has no _place in the Gospel, where power is
exercised ‘bnly by persuasion,” (D.C. 121:41), “rhese
tribes of Indians . . .war with each other, and try Lo de~
stroy cach other; and why do they do it? Why, 'You are
not as rightcous as I am, and I want to bring you over to
my holy fatth." (3:87:1852). And the so-called civilized

nations take up arms "t subdue you heathens, and bring
you over to our more enlightened custams and religion,”
(3:88:1852). 'Now, supposc we wera to issue our cdicts
to the whole world of mankind for them to obey the Gospel
we preach, and had the power to compel them to obey,
could we do it according to the dictates of our religion?
We could not, We could invite them, and could tell them
how, but we could not say, and maintain the fzith that we
have embraced, you must bow down...and submit to the
ordinances of the kingdom of God,...But if we become
Cod-like, we will be just as full of charity as He is. We
would let pagans worship as they please, and to the
Christians and Mohammedans, and all sects and parties
in the world we would say, 'Do just as you please, for
your volition is before the heavens., Our religion will not
permit us to command or. force any man or women to obey
the Gospel we have embraced.” (14:94:1871), 'T have
thought a great many tines 1 was very thankful 1 was not
the Lord Almighty. I should be consuming my enemtes.
How I should contend against those who hate mel 1 am
glad 1 am not the Lord.” (15:2:1872). “Do not you wish
sometimes you had power to pinch thelr ears? Do not you
wizh you had power o stop them in their mad carcer? Let
the Lord Almighty do this., You think his eye Is upon the
work of his hands? Jtis. His ears are open to the pray-
ers of His children,..and when we as a people possess
the abundance of that pattence, that long-suffering and
forbearance that we neerl, to possess the privileges and
the power that the Lord has In reserve for His people, we
will recetve to our utmost satisfaction, We shall not have,
it now. The Lord says, ‘I cannot give it to you now.’
(15:2:72).

-—

-An ASPIRING SPIRIT is alicn to any man who had the
’ omnt of th»e »Iord and’ yct ‘inthe” past has been vcry mark-

ed among leading Latter ~day Sa_@nts. "It was responsible, .
Josaph Smlth malntalned, for all the persecutions
brought upon the Church. "President Smith con-
tinued by speaklng of the difficulties he had to
surnount ever since the commencement of the work,
in consequence of aspiring men. *Great big
Elders®, as he called them, who cause him much
trouble... He said he had been trampled under-
foot by abplllng Elders, for all were infected
vith that spirit... He said he had a subtle
devil to deal with, and could only curb him by
being humble."  (Teachings of J.S. p. 225, 1842.)
"Beware of pride, and not scek to excell one
above another... Must the new ones begin to
exalt themselves...as several of the quorum have
done. It is an eternal principle...that man who
rises up to condemn others...is in the high road
tn apostasy."” It is the most natural than in
the world: "We have learned by sad expericnce
that it is in the nature of almost all men, as
soon as they get a little authority...to exer-
cise unrighteous dowinion,” not realizing that
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-
can find to look after it.,..but o for spend
ng my own time in doing it, or lebtting wy own

iind Jdwell upon the affairs of this worltd, 1

(illgnot do it. 1 have no heart to look after

1w individual advantage, 1T never have hod;

iy rt is not upon the things of this wvorld.”
J.D. 11:279:1867.) This was no hollow

hetoric--five times Brigham Young. had been
tripped of all his property, and never so much
37d backward 1ook or sigh of reqgret. He
inced no words on the subject of false values:
It is disgusting to me to sec a person love
his world in its present organization...
iches take the wings of the morning and fly
way; it is beneath the heart of man who loves
od and His spirit."” (Millen. Star, 12:275: -
850.) Oh fools, .and slow of heart to under-
tand the purposes of God and his handiwork
mong the people.” (J.5. 8:63:1860.) "Go
he child and what does its joy consist in?
oys, we may call them...and so it is with our
outh, our young boys and girls; they are think-
ng too much of this world; and the middle-aged
re striving and struggling to obtain the good
hings of this life, and their hearts are too
weh upon them. So it is with the aged. Is
ot this the condition of the Latter-Day Saints?
t is.” (J.D. 18:237:1874.) .

nd what has all this to do with the encmy?

. great deal, for it scts forth with great
larity his plan of attack, his strateqy and
actics. ‘We must never forget that THE DEVIL
AS MORE THAN ONE ARROW in his quiver, and |
hen one does not work ha will try another.

ut the one that works by far the hest among
11 asscs of pcople and in all periods of

imf™ 3% money: he has announced in no uncer-
ain' cerms that this 1z his world, and _that

ne can have anything in it for money. The
laims are fraudulent, of course: "Satan

ever owned the earth; he never made a parti-
‘ie of it; his labor is not to create, but to
estroy. (J.D. 10:320:1864), but then he
tways works by deception: "...the wicked
uledover all the earth so long that they

hink they are the rightful heirs and inherit
t from the Father.” (J.D. 11:302:1867), and
o we have in the world of material things a
ompletely inverted scale of values: "It has
pen supposed that wealth gives power. 1In a
opraved state of socicty, in certain sensc

t does, in opening a wide field for unright-
ous monopolies, by which the poor arec robbed
nd oppressed and the wealthy are more enrich-
d, is power. 1In a depraved state of socicty,
oney can buy positiocns and titles (Sec Joo
icGinniss, The Selling of the President, 1968),
:an cover up a rultitude of incapabilities,

-an open wide the gates of fashionable soci-

-ty to the lowest and most depraved of human
eings; it divides society into castes with-
ut_any reference to goodness, virtue or

ruth. It is wade to pander to the wholesonne
aw of God and man, and to trample doun cvery
.acred bond that should tie socicty togother

n a national, municipal, domrztic ond every

stheg relationship.”  (J.b. 10:3:1862.) This
| MGN apostrophn on money, delivered as
irid A Younqg's sermons all were, impronptu,

s worthy to stand beside that of Shakespeare's
"imon of Athens on the same subject.

to

LHEREFORE :
hoes the Communist world pose a threat to the
weace and security of the human race?  OF courte

11

e

vty the danger canaob be ezaepgerated,
Phoae dnrbeed da an encpy and on extrewnely don-
TR N LT The question is.not whethey the
Anger existe, bt hos o duat with e, ’
Lpent g conple ol oyears brnomib1rtary heovimar-
ters at various echelons, and 1f nothing else,
I kept py eyes ot ears open,  There was near-
1y always comnlete agrecment among the command
as to who the cnemy was and what our oun

One .,

objectives wore, since both matters had been
settled by orders from above. But on the ques-
tion of just how we were to accnmplish cur
objectives there was very little agrecrent:
evory general hat his own solution to the pro-
blem, and nothing is casier than for one gen-
eral to say of another (especially if both
were bucking for the next promotion), "iis
plan is insane; it plays right inta the hands
of the enemy; it gives aid and comfort to the
cnemy; in fact it is just what the enomy wants
us to do." In other words, since my plan is
the only one that will work, all others

amount to treason.

How then do we deal with the encmy? Brigham
Younq, who knew as much about as large a
variety of ecnemies as any man who ever lived,
has lain it on the line: If we show our
licavenly Father that we trust Him to the point
{ putt; aside all feelings of malice and
‘cvenge_towards_our_ fellow men, no matter who
they may be or how they feel toward us, He
will sce to it that "the wickedshall destroy
th? Wicked." That is a promisc that has never
faiTed of fulfillment. The alternative to this
iz the other game, the most dangerous, futile
and foolish fame in the world, the age-cld
Aniatic game of world conquest, the mad-nen's
chess-match as old as history. It is a ganme
of power and the rules only exist as tricks
to trap oncs opponent, and words and courtesies
serve only to obfuscate and deccive. The game
is endemic to the steppes of Asia, and the
Asiatics are better at it than we can ever hope
to be: ‘for us to play the game and play it
their way is simply suicide. DBut this vision
of world power, of massive armins and machines
anqulfing the surface of the earth as they
qgrind all opposition to powder is an intoxi-
cating one, the ultimate dream that I hava many
times heard gencrals talking abont a2mong them-
selves and to their staff. After all, say
those realists, it is power that wins in this
world--God is on the side of the big battalions.
Jf we are going to be realists, let us face
the facts. The August 19693 issue of the
Scientific American was largely devoted to the
thome of "HMilitary Technology and National
Security,™ and the lecading article, by Herbert
¥. York, concluded with the words: "There is
neo technologeial solution to the dillemna of
the steady decrease in our national scenrity
that has for more than twoenty years acoorpan-
ied the steady increase in our military power.”
A porfect cormentary on the repeated assurance
ot the Scriptures thit there is no securily in
the arm of flesh. 1f there is no technologi-
cal solution to our dilemma, there is a npir-
itual one, and Brigham has told us what it is.
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