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for the first iime and students
everywhere hegan re.
ovaluaton of Abraham as man
ang myth The really formeda-
hie challenge of the Book of
Abraham o that it is ne
basen, it is slmply packed
with detas that come right
ot of the aewly published
swrees — whether the staff iy
legendiry or historical 15 be-
side the point, which is that it
telis’ the  same  story  of
\braham that Joseph Smith
dorx, a story not found in the
Bible and entirely unknown to
the -contemporaries of the
Prophet This was a develop-
ment  that  could Aot be
ignored, and a prelimunary
<tdy took up snme of the six
years

Matter of Erptian

Thea there was the matter
of Egyptian. A few courses at

Of particular importance has
been the dlscorery of the
prince of Books of Breathing,
Lewen Papyrus, T2 which
st the Dutch scholar B H
strickes hol on the traft with
tae first dndepth studies of
the  “Breathing”  lilerature
ever (0 de made. At the risk
of contradicting the declare-
tion ol the Tanners and their
miatlble informunt, that the
Bouk  of freathings 15 “a
pagan document which  has

absolutely aothiag to do with |

\braham  or his  relion.”
i'enf  Stricker and  other
editors of Breathing text instst
that 1t has antimate ttes with
Judism and Christianity, and
i parteular Stricker would
refer us 1o Abraham as repre-
sentative of the rites and orch
nances which are the subject
of the Book o1 Breathings.

deatilled by Wkem?

1t would scem that Mr. and
Mrs Tanper have bren hope-
lessly hung up from the first
o one tsue, to which they
perpetuaily revert with a sort
of hypnotic fascipation. [t is
the claim that the Pook of
Breathings has been “identi-
fied as the very source of the
Book of Abraham.” Idenlified
by whom® By them, to be
sure. The minute { saw the
text 1 declared that it could
not possibly be the source of
the Book of Abraham because
it was a “Sensen” lext -
thal being about alh i could

make out of it at the time.*

This displeased my colleagues
at BYU who were desperately
hoping that we had struck pay
dirt . while the apposition
promplly published my state.
meat as an admission thal the
Book of Abraham was a fraud
- & maneuver worthy of Wa.
tergate.  What
convenliently overlooked was
that Joseph Smith, who went
out of his way to connect the
three Facsimliles with
Abraham, never put forth the
Book of Breathings as his
Jource, tut instead: descrided
2 very different document as
the text dMAbnhm. The
manuscript the Book of
Abdrakam according te Mm
was  perfectly  prescrved,
teswiifully written, amd cor.
tained il OF passages in
red (2. Where does this leave
the Book of Braothings, which

Prof. Hugh Nibley
Cemmon Carrier Anther

fore it was mounted at Kirt-
land, ia the one fragment so
budly written that it would
disgrace any scribe, and con-
tainy nat a speck of red ink”
if this i the Book of
Abraham, how does o happen
that Joseph Smith in his care-
ful description fails to mention
the most striking thing about
it — the full-page illustration
at the beginning”? Rut doesn't
the {llustration. which daes
belong to the Book of
Abraham, being found at-
tached to the Book of Breath-
tngs show that the two must
he the same? Not il you know
how the Egyptians did these
things, and that is importamt.

Warns Student to Be Aware

The cditor of o.c of the
most  important Books of
Breathing (Pap. Louvre, N.
3719) warne the student to be
aware of a peculiar practice
of the Egyptians in illustrating
thelr ritual texts, the ryle

y & ing that the picture does not

£0 with the text. “Once again,
the flosiration has only the
remotest possible connection
with the text, and it is exceed-
ingly difficult to explain just
what [he reason is for this
phenornenon, 50 common in
the Later Period.” Only the
last {Nustration in Ms book
goes with ‘the text, as Prof
Goyon writex, “A< an excep-
tion, the title of the text ety
ally covesponds  with  the
drawirg the! sccompantes 1.
As for the other three dre¥.

found. but match the contents
of anoiher papyrus, Louste
1234, which 1s the closest rela.
tve of the loseph Smith papy
s

The text of the Rook
Abraham  twice refers

nf
s

reader back to an tlustration,
und in doing so uses technical *
terms exactly matching those

found wn Fgyplian text where
the reader is told ihat in
order to understand just what
such-and-such a ritual object
or. person (c.g a ship or
demon) looks like he must go

back to such-and-such a place, *

where o drawing of the thing
may be fuund. Whon the Book
of Abrahain says. “And that
you may have a knowledge of
this altar. 1 will refer you to
the representation at the
commencement of this

, record”” {Abr. 1:12), or, “That

you msy have an understand-
ing of these pods, { have given
you the fashion of them in fig.
ures at the beginnine.” (1:14),
it ix speaking in the authentic
Exyptian idiom. and the lan
Suage clearly implies that the
reader 1 this case doesn't
have the picture before him,
but must be referred back “to
the tommencement of this
record,” to “the figures al the
begianing.” That is hardly the
language that would de used if
the figures were on the very
page before the reader's eyes,
te. these tnstructions cannot
have been taken from the first
page of the Book of Bireath-
ings, where the cnitics profess
to find them. The Abrakam
Papyrus may have belonged
on the same roll as the Book
of Breathings and Facsimile 1.
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but it so, it was in the section
that has been cu! off and lost.
Just What Happems |

If it scems strange that the

illystration to éne story shoukd

.accompany the text of anoth.

er, the Joseph Smith papyrus

i )

Lights Dim Soon at Mall

Special to The Tribune

HOLLADAY — Savings of
onefourth to  onethird in
electrical power without sers-
ously affecting the sale of
merchandise is expected as
the result of 2 study going
forward fn the Cottonwood
Mal.

Sidacy Horman. developer.
said ak lenants inside the
mall are being asked !o care
iy evplunte the pednction of
M lekeds whhin thelr stores
2 8 thems of meeling (e

Sevordl of the lavzer stores

are removing HAght globes,
turning off switches and other-
wise cutting down  on
electrical consumption.

Thermostals within the mall
are belng set from three to
five degrees cooler than
before,

Christmas  hghts  will be
berning, bt all exterior tights
wil b2 controlled % tme
clocks. The tights *f ham
from dark antil @ p.m, Ontlin.
irg of the mafl parimoter with
Christrmas  fights Bas  bdeen
cantalied {Ms jear.
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15 proof that that 1s just what
happens., for. Abraham ur nat.
the seene denicted in Facsinn-
e No. | is nowhere referred
10 in the text that follows 1t —
it belongs somewhere else.
following the strange Egyptian
custom. Only by matching up
the fibers, in fact, is it possi-
Ule to show ihat the conflict-
ng text and wvignetie really
were put on the same strip of
papyrus .

AU scholarship. ke all
science, is an ongotng, open-
ended discussion in which all
conclusinas are tentative for-
ever, the principal value and
charm of the game being the
discovery  of the tolally
unexpected. In the beginning |
opencd  correspondence  with
these people, admitting my
Hmitations. frankly groping '
and sparning for time, In re-
sponse, lhey quickly showad
thelr true celors; my persenal
ellers were promptly repeo.
duved and circulated for <ale.

film-strips

1

Yarciully pfesented out of
zontex( to rfiike it appear that
q wus doubiful not of my own
qualifications but these of Jo-
‘seph Snuth Sorhebody  tole
of he Kirtland
documents and without
permitssion of therr  nightfu!
custodiaons  made  and  sold
thousands of copies,
incomnplete and out of context.
very loudly but quite wrongly
advertising them as the very
handwork of Joseph Smith
himself. And all this amid per-
petuil and pious profussions
of totdl righteoustiess and the
selfless search for truth —
Watergate indeed”

Make Definitive Statements

The Tunners have never
ceaved to inlerpret the refusal
of the Mormons (and me i
Nl‘ﬁcular) to make definitive
and Nhat statements about the
peryri, as a sign not of weak-
s and ignorance (which 1t
wax), to say nothing of pru-
denle and common sense, but
as a tacit admission that Jo-
seph Simith was a {raud.

if the years that have
passed since the first publica-
tlan of the Josepd Smith
Papyri have been far from
sufficient for a thorough ex-
amination of final corclusion.
they have been adequale for
opening up a world of evi-
denee to be explored. How can
we discuss these things if we
have not cone our homework”
It is inexcusable for those who
presume (o set themselves up
as a light to be as oblivinus to
what is going on as Mr. Nel-
son and the Tanners seem to
be.
sources beyond their own in.
stitution, whey do not bother (o
mention them. Nr. John
Fitzgerald now declares in the
columns  of The Tribune
{Common Carrier, Oct. 7)
that “those who give report.
ers information ought to be
willing enough, coura-
geous encugh, brave enough,

and fair enough . . . o submit

data that prove their state
ments." But the first step for
such  willing.  courageous.
urave and far souls &5 to
make an efloet to find out just
what information exists. This
they have net done.

Mhotagraphicatlly Regredeced
Coverup? The instant the
church got poswession of the

If thevy are aware of .

ephSmith as Prophet

papymy, photas wure Sent out
o all the werld And in 1969
as soen as the 1832 version of
the first visien was fotind, it
Ton was photngraphically re.
preiuced and published, along
with all the other known ver-
stons. These are the ‘tupes™;
with them belore hm amy
reader can judge for himself,
all the rest ts mere opinion
and interpretation. Such frank-
ness and candor in publication
i virtually unheard of in the
academic world. [ greatly
impresscd the first
Egyptolngist to study the Jo-
seph Smith Bock of Breath-
ings " The speed with which
photographs of the loscph
Smith Egyptian Papyni eere
published once they caine into
the possession of the Church
uf Jesus Christ of Latterday
Saints,” wrote Prof. Baer, “is
a gralifying contrast to the se-
crecy with which thelr previ-
ous  castodians  rurrounded
them.” There has been plenty
of covering but by vwhom?

3o these people really be-
lieve that the Book of .
Abraham was translated from
the Book uf Breathings® That
the book was produced in the
very manner in which they
protest. nv book could possibiv
have been produced? Coh-
fronted with the reality of the
Book of Mormon and the
Pear) of Great Price, whose
mere existence is a miracle
{what other performance can
compare as a sheer tour-
de-force?y those who set
themselves to put us might
cunfine their performance to -
demonstrating that these mer-
velous works were not pro-
duced in the conventional
maaner of the schools
(whoever said they were?y .
ard therefore must be a
frand, With endless protests. -
tions of honesty, inlegrity and .
virtue they manage from year
1o year fo avoid all comact
with the teeming sources v
whith these books must Br
tested, to flaunt with tirefoss
repetition their {we or Uires
shopworn bt Rasty and ¢
unexamined charges of
fidiscretion on the pari of the |
Prophet, producing as, evi.
denee the cpirfoms of 8 miyste. |
tious “Mormon Egypistesist™
whooe credentizls ey prtie
rot 1o discues. 1t s the purert
Watergate. .ot
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