CONFLICT IN TUHS CHURCH:SS DITWEEN +il% 60D OF Tild DIBLE . ’gq.rﬁ
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ANR THE GOD OF THE PEILOB0PHERS

Jewishh Doctors: &rom Philo 4o DPiontinus thn Joxiszh
4 %

Lha i “2aczhers steadily de-
ﬁ"CLathC;i~ 24 and de-literaliiz ke Scrigiures, V. Zeatwich, 43R 1Y,

1-41) &

",s.the initiative ia the attempt to stawp out srihods: Judalsa aund to
hellenize the Jews was not taken by Anticchus. but by the influential
body of helleunistic Jews.” ({Qesterlzy, Apcc., 29).-

The Rabbis were implacably hoatiie to ths oid Jewish smeztn (G, Molin,
Sghne Cottes, p. 165) Zrecluding the "Galilzean heretics,” {Eislasr I,
484), They banned and destroyed the old ipocryphal wuritiags (X. Rohler,
JIR XX, 145), which were then takemn up by the Christians (Torrey, Apoc.
Lit., 15£2) . .
The School of Hillel estadblished a "method of svercoming the letter...
through the disintegratica of the text into 1ts cowpsnenis, the single
words, "with complete disregard of the context for tha sakas of the par-
iecular word;.,”" ({I. Sonns, Ginzberg Jubiles, 2738).
The scholars “apun cut abstract doctrines far beyomd the k2a of the common
folk, and insistad that these are the trutbs of r2ligioa and morality,¥
(M, Ka d"shin, Rab. Mind, 87¢), The Meturgemen in rendering the Bible
into tho language of the coomon people "did not scruplz to transfosenm ithe
text befors hia in the boldest fasnion...to modily ths a:vua5d of the
propanet,..and even, in certaln cases, to roeversz ihwe p*alﬁ meaning of the
text." (Stanning Targ, Is., x, i, Ziva).

.In this' operation the most useful sol was the Momra (="Ma’amar® or
"Mibhur," ¥LogosM): "The Word, a the senss of ihe creative oy
directing_woru or spsech of 2cd ﬂun‘EBSting ilis power ia the world
of matter oxr mind; a term used especialiy in the Targumw as a substi-
tuta for -the L rd’ when an anthronomarpnic exnrassien is to b2
avoidad...Iin the Targum the Mesiwra fizuras esnsiantly as nha manifesta-~
$ion 927 divire power ot 23 (fod'a messenz2>- in place of Ged Himself,

whenever the predicaie is not in coxfor-iir wiith ths dianity or the
spivituailiy of the Deiiy,V ©3,, Bz, JF:122 I »3ill eover thee with

My Memra, ™ MOT "My hand", Gen. G:83. 25 2:33. otc., "The Voico of
the Mowmra,® [HOT "the veoicz of God," ete, {Izr. Lncyeclop.. 6:434f),

Today it {3 reo 0T "eony drminoting onthro-
gomnrphiss 's velatiouship e kis
people " 7 to- gopular belief, the
ruuestioe 2 in the formalion of
Tgruel s . 393), and therz is in the
07 YHo o fid, 322},
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g§u0us passages in the Clementine Hemilisza,” (3. Holnsland, JBL,

oorior addressgegs A confereaser  ¥Man, who was Gﬁ’
~made in the image and in the likepess of %£hat God who crz2ates k2aven
and zcarth and all that in them is has been asgaianted £o rule and
reign over all things cn the zarth, even those th.t ara cbviousiy
_stronger than he, such as the iicn, the elzohant, =tc.?

tnl T v - ) s N Rl
Ez., Cism, Homii, X. 3

In the common Christian belie? of the Second century, "the Holy Ghost ap-
pears as a distinct entity {al a eire be onders Crdssa) beside thae

-t e

Almighty Father and Jesus Christ."” (C, Schmidt, Texte u, Unters., 43:
273 3 - . ’ : ’

Wien Clement of Alexandria spcals not for himself but for the Primitive
Church, he says "that God and the celestial spirit world ars to be thought

, of as literal and pnysical (kerperlich), which is ccmplately.ggfclementine."
. (Bousset, Jud, Schulbatried, 157),

Tertullian, the first 2nd best-infcrmed of the Latin Fathars, "ia his
hostility to idealism {(Platonic), falls into the error of accepting
a crass materialism which ¢{ransliated God Himself ints terms 0f body."

¢

£

{C, Cechrane, Christianity 2 C1, Culiure, 230),

Igantius (3-2 Cont.): "There are some Thri
the name of Christ in decei%, and corruptin
Thsy do mo% belizvz in His resurrection, T
umowne Y nn:' (T?alln 6)

L~-bairayers, bearing about
the vord of the Gospel..,.
27 iptroacduce God as a being

e v

"Bo y2, therefore, mark those who preach ather doc
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affirm tkat the Fatber of Clrist canroi be nown, .. 8"
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es, how they
{(Smyrn., 6).

tine Gnostics « so-called ~ is ihat "4L2y %tzach that
biz,.,that he is vuutterable, indascribable, un-
vameadiz,.o¥  {Consti £

begotten, as the Gno

1Ib, 11},

o VI, 190) "ide2 is not seif-cansed and self-
stics say, bul overlasting aand witioui b2gisning,”

Bo The Doct 2iibernt2ly rencunced tha teachings s¥ ths Zarly Churzh

"I know that people zay that acesraing is the2 seriptures Gsd is puysical
{corpus 2sse2)..,.But 'God is light’ (Joha 1:3), and since Gol is light
he i3 therefore completely lacorporzal. " (Origen., Peri Arch. I, 3).

"Tho volenr snozic o

¥oled o of a parr WOONTs - v LiE
{Pazan) pullzzonhors, on the othav 1y the same opia-
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AT thiso time the fussue

vaa utireed up 23 we widther God bnas » body like

a wan'y; the greater purt of the common psoplz esdecially insisied fhat

e’» ' God has a physical uody of huxan form. Bighop Trheophilus of Alerxandria
’ l12d 4ha movement azainst this beliad, L ha cacetes of

nind was opgosed by ot
the deseri,..who anathemizad ihe books of Ori &
Egyptian reforners were "naivae seculs, simpl T
greater part of thaw being unszducated, whii: tho Bishops were ua‘.aru*ty
mer and followers of Origen.” It was thoe "Orig2nisig vs, the Anthro-
pormerphists.” {Scerat. CH, VI,7; Mieh. Syr., ViII,1; Theodaret, Cl; FG 32:
1141; Soxom. CH VIII, 11.) ‘ ‘

-
e
and rlain of spsech, the

The greatest roforzer of the 4th century was Audios thz Syrian, who

. t2»ied to restore tho primiiive purity of ths Churci. "He preached

. . ; anthropomorxrphism,-.and the doctrire casiiy foolsi-—maiwe aad uneducatsd

people.” (Soz, CH VII1,11)

.2 WIf stories aboui %the gods arc to ta undérsta;d mythizally, then thay

" are nothing but words,..If they are to he ucderstood allegericall
then they are nothing on sarth but myths,” {(AritiZes, Apol. 13:7.
first Christian Apologist, rejectiag all alleg

.
they
rical iatarp sratation),

o
' The word that best describez God, “azomaton. that is to say, incornoreal,
is not employed in our acrzpturos, Where it iz 2otirely unlmown,” ..
{Oxigen, P. Archon, Ictd. 8), Thersfore ii iz neezssacy for Origaan to
gouaeze 1t out by ferced and mrbitrary reoadicg. Tor ewarp1a ths serip-
ture, ""Who kath seon we hath seen the Father,” wsuld give us 2 bad iivwe,
: vero not tie passage mors correctly undaratosd ¥ u3 tn mean NOT ‘sae”
-(“9 hut 'erderstand?, The story of Mesz2s s2zing Pi3 hindsr paris is Iost
on2 of those cld wives tales, Let neo one ihivnk 2

L Zopioua i we way
that Ged is nst evea visible to the Savior, st to a2z and bs seen are

LG
the propartiaa of bodies, and 25 czanot be applisd o tha father, Son,

»
=24 Holy Glmeb. (7%, IL, iv.3).
AL &+ tha third cenltury.. 003 attackad the Tallegiriats? with aoew
baok in d3ienae of a 1l 2ortlhly Maileuniam; in reply to thia~
*anhaalihyr ' toaching, trr sephaistizates; 2iclop of Alexaadriam,
stote what Jercme 2all nt back, ceridiecp-tha old fable about
th: thonanand ysars nod sarthily Jernsalaa with iis goid and jawels,
the vesto-ntion of tia Tuaplz', ote, This in ture bHeooght fovth a bwe-
volume counterhlasy in Jarase day b nna’ p I
sitks Loy his 2an Tollowt-n Dl f" ;
Rare a3 vell, 39 ihat I com already =
0f onponitisz i in store for uwi® J:
oyyobihi-w rours s i ,? %a
'spicitimiieiog’ L inz
aninenf gar i av tia
Toensous,  Uhis e
Yizerally wo s ‘
uean to B oocon T ooet
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ho fmpn Mhmamlial PR P T Totnonuuestential.® efc, ars s
fovad fa the Seriplices aad ware unac s EA B AR Therae w
fora tholr Introduction zavsed suss Mileiving aad discussien.  {Soe,

CU R vdii, 27}, -

Tha word 'ousia’l { 2,
i% i5 not contained in the

Leing) was unknown to the comacon people, aince
Seriptures.” {Soerai. BE II, 37).

HThe doctrixne that causasd the greatest a2musexent te thae heathen, and which
they nlave the hardest time understanding is that concerning Christ?’s
physical incarnation and suffering.” (Const. ip. III, 5).

T Poter: "We dany absolutely that thers is any evil ia matter as such,®
- {Clrm. Recog. IV, 23). -

‘a

Peter to Simon Maszus: "You se2m to me not to know what a Tather and
God-13; dut I could tell you both whance the spirits are, and when
and how they wore made. But it is not permiited to me now to disclose

~these things to you, who are in such erroxr in respect of the kaowlpdge
0f God. IS we set Zurin pure truth,,.with arguments and sophisms, they
(the hearers) roll them in the mud (it scandalizes them),..Wherefore
I'alsp; for the most purt, »».iry to avoid publishing the chierf knowledgze
.concerning Supreme Diviuity to raworthy ears.” (Clem. Rocog. 2:60,

3:1). 3iwon had just said: "I say that there ars oy gods, hut that
there is One God incomprzhznsible arnd urknoun to all,* (Xb, II, 37).
Maxt

in Luther complained "that it was impossible 0 become & theologia‘yﬂ
except with 2he help of Aristoile, 'that C3Zedian who daluded the church
with his Greek mask,'", (0. Michalson, Un.Sem.3t.Rev. 13:3).

ay the Go ol 2he Philosonhers aud the Christian Doetors is tha Same:
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The result: "peicide has been committed. Existent

+o condeacnad to populax
vary imporiant preasuncamen ¢

Geg hig=oll some gquuilties
extrenely remobe fron is sasenca...Baving arrived
2t any certaiaties i YTize Shase as L2 o3l
appropriate aids in the Bibia,’ iGaiilzo, T2

Christina, S, Draxe,

uJa must also take heed, in nandling the doctrine of }Mgses, that we

altogether avoid saying positively and confidently anything which con-
tradicts manifest experiences and reasoning of philoscuhy or the other
sciences. For since evelr truth i

s in agreement with all othor trulb,
the truth of the loly Wrii cannot e contrary to ihe 26lid reasons and

Id.. 188).

"

experiences of human kknowledge."

{According to ithese classical staiements, God in crdar to help
the feeble undsrstanding of men %o grasp his natuarsz ¢eliber—~
‘atoly ohscures the issue by gziven us a picture o
‘as much unlike him as possibiz! The "yaadarnad
“Word of Geod is hopelessly misleading until it hes &
and brought into line with the “manifest experienzas
of. philosophy ox the other aciences.™) )
tialism is vot the wurderez,
It jis simply the witness to tr2 crime. As Nietzschs said, is it
“ths churches which are the tombs of God, and God is dead not de-
causa liz never oxisted, hut because people have rilied Eim with
belief. The vary manner o? the church's credsnce is the murdsxr
weapaz,” veisteantialism detects the crime when 1% says: "No
God couid be believed a3 you heliove Jiwm and survive..."” (C. Michalson,
Un,Sem, 3t ,Rav, 13:4) wGod is set aside, acserding to Pulimann, :
raing Him in the wrong way. Ironically.

not by denying Hiim but by affirn
the thedlogivne ara the eclass <f p oule wosh 1ikely to cormit
deicids, (Ib., SJs
nwijccording ta Arigiotle,’ 38 Ortegz y Gassei Las said, "Ged doas nothing
but think cbout thought--spich is +5 convert God imto 2 intellectual,
r, wor?2 precisely, intc 2 DOC23T spafessnr of philasog;y.i To speak.
o? the God of Atpanan, Isanc, 2nd Jacod in terms S5O bisodless is dricide,

’ b - >N
and Luthei wiinesasd tie srime,”  (Ib. 4)

i =pnvinced that tue anprd "isd] synholizes

am uasonvl a 3
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; +a hoawan, &
hand oF Jol, ooR rzbaplior - . B S atnY ony must b2 not to nush ihe
thinz a 150310 varhuov, Ao ve L ihay paliEniiy of Fod agd.the Zirginit
of Viarr as mInAnDOT, 1ite God o co=.” _(J,EJS. Ml omaez, S2i. & Supsr-
paternl, 32, 33}



