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Above: The Great Sphinx and the pyramid of Giza located near Cairo
in lower Egypt. These monuments were more than 2,500 years old
when Joseph took Mary and the baby Jesus to Egypt from Palestine.
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Right: The temple at Luxor in upper Egypt contains this huge, well-
preserved statue of a seated pharaoh. The size of the statue and
columns can be determined from the people in the lower left corner.
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Neighbor of Palestine...
Refuge of the Prophets

By Doyle L. Green

Managing Editor
Photographs by the author

he recentdiscovery and return to the Church of a
collection of papyrus manuscripts that had oncebeen
the property of the Prophet JosephSmithand partsof

which are associated with the Book of Abraham in
the Pearl of Great Price (see article, p. 12) has stirred
up renewed interest in the ancient land of Egypt.
Egypt is situated in the northeast corner of Africa.
Its northern boundary borders the Mediterranean Sea,

while its eastern reaches are washed by the waters of
the Red Sea in the south and butt against Palestine
in the north. The country is 760 miles wide and 675
miles long and is about the size of Texas and New
Mexico combined.

Egypt is in truth an ancient land, with a history that
reaches back into time more than 5,000 years. If it
were only because a tomb in the desert hills of that
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A statue of a perfectly preserved pharaoh at one end of the Great
Hall of the Columns in the temple at Karnak. The pharaoh’s wife
is represented by the small figure standing under his left hand.

land cradled, protected, and preserved the invaluable
writings of Abraham for hundreds of years, the land
of the Nile should have an honored place in our
thoughts. But Egypt was more than a preserver of
papyrus. This land sheltered and fed Abraham and
Sarah when there was a famine in Palestine. Later it
became the home of Joseph and subsequently offered
refuge to Father Jacob and his family when famine
again hit the Holy Land. True, when “there arose up
4 new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph”
(Exod. 1:8), the children of Israel fell into slavery.

Above: These monoliths in the
temple at Karnak are of solid
pieces of stone 97 feet high.
They weigh up to 350 tons each.
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Below: The columns shown here
were evidently never completed,
as most Egyptian columns are
smooth and covered with figures.

Right: Egyptologists say that some Egyptian temples were 2,000
years in the building. Temples built by the early pharaohs were
added to and altered by later rulers.. This temple is at Luxor.

Still, this African land did furnish a home for the
Israelites until the Lord, working through Moses, freed
them from bondage and led them back to the prom-
ised land.

We also owe a debt of gratitude to Egypt for fur-
nishing a safe haven for the baby Jesus. It was to this
country that Joseph, through instruction from an
angel, took the Christ child with his mother to save
him from being slain at the hands of the soldiers of
unscrupulous Herod.

The historian Flavius Josephus tells of at least two
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Members of a Brigham Young University Bible Lands Study Tour group
at Tomb 33, located in the desert hills west of the Nile River near
the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings. This may have been the tomb
from which Antonio Lebolo obtained the mummies and papyrus that
came into the possession of the Prophet Joseph Smith in July 1835.

other occasions when corn and dried figs from the
land of the Nile brought relief to hungry Palestine.

The writings of Abraham reveal that Egypt was
discovered originally “by a woman, who was the
daughter of Ham, and the daughter of Egyptus. .

“When this woman discovered the land, it was
under water, who afterward settled her sons in it. . . .

“_. . the first government of Egypt was established
by Pharaoh, the eldest son of Egyptus, the daughter
of Ham, and it was after the manner of the govern-
ment of Ham, which was patriarchal.

“Pharach, being a righteous man, established his
kingdom and judged his people wisely and justly all
his days, seeking earnestly to imitate that order estab-
lished by the fathers in the first generations, in the
days of the first patriarchal reign, even in the reign
of Adam, and also of Noah, his father. . . .” (Abraham
1:23-26.)

Egypt is first mentioned in the Bible in the twelfth
chapter of Genesis. These scriptures tell us there
was a famine in Canaan, seemingly when Abraham
arrived there from Haran. To escape it, he went into
Egypt. This story is verified by his account in the
Book of Abraham: “And I, Abraham, journeyed, going
on still towards the south; and there was a continua-
tion of a famine in the land; and I, Abraham, con-

cluded to go down into Egypt, to sojourn there, for

the famine became very grievous.” (Abraham 2:21.)

There is no indication in the scriptures as to where
Abraham went in Egypt or how long he stayed. In
his day the headquarters of the government and home

of the pharach may have been in Memphis, which was"

near where Cairo is now located, about 275 miles from
Jerusalem; or it may have been in Thebes, which is
another 375 miles up the Nile River.

In any event, it was near the ancient city of Thebes
that the mummies and papyrus were found that came
into the hands of the Prophet Joseph Smith in July
1835. Thebes was about 200 miles below Aswan,
where the great dam across the Nile is located and
where the project is underway to save some of the
ancient Egyptian statuary by moving it to higher
ground.

The Book of Abraham, according to the introduction

The Nile River has been the lifeblood of Egypt throughout its his-
tory. The photo was taken from Luxor across the river to the west
toward the hills where many of the pharaohs and nobles were buried.
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in it, is “a Translation of some ancient Records, that
have falled into our hands from the catacombs of
Egypt.—The writings of Abraham while he was in
Egypt, called the Book of Abraham, written by his
own hand, upon papyrus.”

Because of Abraham and this papyrus, Latter-day
Saint visitors to upper Egypt have a more than usual
interest in the temples and the tombs around the
present-day cities of Luxor and Karnak. Members of
the Brigham Young University Bible Lands Study
Tour group, whom T assisted ‘in directing in the late
spring of 1966, found accommodations in a little hotel
in Luxor quite tolerable. We reached the hotel, on
the banks of the Nile River, from the airport following
a pleasant flight from Cairo, during which we watched
the great Nile River, bordered on each side by a nar-
row strip of greenery, winding its way through the
African deserts. The weather was almost unbeardbly
hot and dry. We asked how often it rained, and were
informed that a few drops fall every six to eight years,
We were glad to find air conditioners droning away
in our little rooms. Once during our brief stay they
went off because of a power failure, and within a
few moments we were pounding at the door of the
manager’s office to let him know how we were suffer-
ing. (As if he didn’t already know!)

The food at the hotel was edible—just barely.
Drinking water was pumped out of the Nile. We were
told that it had been filtered, but some of our party:
expressed doubts about this,. We were pleased to be
able to buy mineral water, bottled in France and sold
at outrageous prices.

But all of the inconveniences were forgotten as we
toured the great temples and the tombs, some parts of
which are pictured and further described on these -
pages. The temples at Luxor and Karnak are un-
believable. The Karnak temple is said to be the larg-
est columnar structure ever built by man., The
monoliths and the huge statues of the pharachs are
enough to stagger the imagination. '

One morning just as the sun was rising, we crossed
the Nile River to visit the tombs and funeral temples
of western Thebes. Of great interest to me was the
tomb of Tutankhanen in the Valley of the Tombs of




the Kings. I was in the second grade in grammar
school when this fabulous discovery was made. As a
young boy, I was greatly impressed with the stories
of the intrigue and romance and the riches of this
marvelous find as they were imprinted upon my mind
by a kindly teacher. This is one of the tombs that
* had not been plundered by grave robbers, and it gave
scientists a rich opportunity to learn more about the
life and times of the ancient Egyptians.. Most of the
rich treasures have been removed to a Cairo museum,
but some have been left in the tomb to be seen in their
original setting.

Our guide was surprised when we asked him to
take us to Tomb 33. He couldn’t understand why we
would want to see that particular tomb. We had
carefully inspected and explored a number of the
deeper, more elaborately decorated and notable
tombs. Moreover, he told us, we couldn’t get into
Tomb 33 because it was being used as a storage
facility. But we persisted, explaining to him that it
had a special meaning for us. Tomb 33, according to
some of our scholars, had been the resting place for
those many hundreds of years for the Abraham papy-
rus, which has come to mean so much to members of
the Church.

Dr. Ross T. Christensen, professor of archaeology
at Brigham Young University, made a study of the
ground plans and other available information concern-
ing the “private tombs,” “tombs of the nobles,” at
. Gurneh and concluded that Tomb "33, originally
owned by Petanenopet, a noble of the twenty-sixth
dynasty, possibly was the one that best fit the descrip-
tion of the tomb from which Antonio Lebolo obtained
his mummies and papyrus.

As we stood in the depression outside the tomb, we
talked and thought about Abraham and the incredible
account of the preservation of the papyrus that con-
tained his writings, and the incredible story of its
having been preserved over these many, many years
and having been directed into the hands of the Prophet
Joseph Smith.

We also thought and talked of another ]oseph—the
one who was sold into Egypt and eventually became
one of the top-ranking men in the government. The
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beginning of his story in the land of the Nile is set
by historians in the year 1728 B.c. From then until
about 1491 B.c., when the great exodus of the Israel-
ites took place, the story of the children of Israel and
Egypt is, of course, closely interwoven. The Prophet
Joseph Smith recorded that one of the rolls of papyrus
contained “the writings of Joseph of Egypt.” (History
of the Church, Vol. 2, p. 236.)

Throughout our travels in Egypt, we wondered just
where Joseph of Nazareth took Mary and the baby
Jesus when they fled their homeland. A number of
qualified researchers have speculated that they may
have gone to a Jewish settlement near Cairo. It would
seem logical for Joseph to seek refuge among his own
people. If they did go to this Jewish settlement, it
is possible that they may have seen the great pyramids
and also looked upon the face of the Sphinx. We are
told that the Sphinx is perhaps the oldest monument in
the world and was probably already more than 2,500
years old when Christ was born. The Sphinx has a
body of a lion and the face of a human. It is 240
feet long and 66 feet high. The face is said to repre-
sent that of a Pharaoh Chephren, the builder of the
second pyramid. The largest pyramid, called the
pyramid of Giza, was built for the pharaoh Cheops.
It is constructed from more than two million lime-
stone and granite blocks, each weighing about two
and a half tons.

The wonders performed by the ancient Egyptians,
still visible along the Nile from Cairo to Aswan, stagger
the imagination, even of modern man. The extensive
learning they contributed to the world has had lasting
influence. But to many of us, our keenest interest in
Egypt lies in the fact that it was a neighbor of Pales-
tine, that it furnished refuge for the prophets, and
that it has been used by God to help bring about his
righteous purposes.

We hope that this bnef background information,
and the colored photographs, will furnish a fitting
backdrop to the fascinating series of articles by Dr.
Hugh Nibley, which begins in this issue: “A New Look
at the Pearl of Great Price,” page 15, and help add
interest to our article on the finding of the papyri,
page 12. O
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Above: A life-size statue and paintings, Below: The Great Hall of Columns in Anon’s  Above: These hieroglyphics, which are typ-
which help tell the story of the person temple at Karnak, which was in ancient ical of Egyptian markings to be found in
of noble birth buried in this tomb at Thebes. In this hall 140 columns stand in  tombs and temples throughout Egypt, are in
Saqqara, have withstood the aging of time. 16 rows. They rise to a height of 78 feet. the temple of Hatshepsut, woman ruler.




Manuscript from which the Prophet Joseph Smith obtained
Facsimile 1, part of the Book of Abraham, is included in
_this valuable find.

Egyptian Papyri Rediscovered

By Jay M. Todd

Editorial Associate

@ Perhaps no discovery in recent mem-
ory is expected to arouse as much
widespread interest in the restored gos-

pel as is the recent discovery of some

Egyptian papyri, one of which is
known to have been used by the
Prophet Joseph Smith in producing
the Book of Abraham.

The papyri, long thought to have
been burned in the Chicago fire of
1871, were presented to the Church on
November 27, 1967, in New York City
by the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
more than a year after Dr. Aziz S.
Atiya, former director of the Univer-
sity of Utah’s Middle East Center, had
made his startling discovery while
browsing through the New York mu-
seum’s papyri collection.

Included in the collection of 11 man-
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-Srhith Bidamon, widow of the Prophet

uscripts is one identified as the
original document from which Joseph
Smith obtained Facsimile 1, which
prefaces the Book of Abraham in the
Pearl of Great Price. Accompanying
the manuscripts was a letter dated
May 26, 1856, signed by both Emma

Joseph Smith, and their son, Joseph
Smith, attesting that the papyri had
been the property of the Prophet.
Some of the pieces of papyrus
apparently include conventional hiero-
glyphics (sacred inscriptions, resembl-
ing picture-drawing) and hieratic (a
cursive shorthand version of hiero
glyphics) Egyptian funerary texts,
which were commonly buried with
Egyptian mummies. Often the funerary
texts contained passages from the




“Book of the Dead,” a book that was to
assist in the safe passage of the dead
person into the spirit world. It is not
known at this time whether the ten
other pieces of papyri have a direct
connection with the Book of Abraham.

It was also discovered that on the
backing of three of the manuscripts
(the backing was pasted to the fragile
manuscripts, apparently by the Proph-
et Joseph, to give them firm support)
are some jottings, hand-drawn maps,
and apparent notations of townships,
all thought to be in the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s handwriting. Their
importance or revelance has not yet
been ascertained but will be of intense
interest to Latter-day Saint historians.

The collection of manuscripts was
presented to President N. Eldon Tan-
ner of the First Presidency by Thomas
P. G. Hoving, director of the Metro-
politan Museum of Art, in an impres-
sive ceremony held in the New York
museum and attended by worldwide
news agencies. After being displayed
in the Church offices in Salt Lake
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Dr. Aziz Atiya examines manuscripts in the room in which he found
the papyri and document signed by Emma Smith.

City, the manuscripts were turned
over to Dr. Hugh Nibley, scholar, lin-
guist at Brigham Young University,
and contributing editor of The Im-
provement Era, for further research
and study.

The story of the unusual manner in
which the Prophet Joseph Smith ob-
tained the original papyri and four
Cgzyptian mummies has been told often
and is full of adventure and fascina-
tion. But of equal interest is the story
of Dr. Aziz S. Atiya’s discovery of the
papyri in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, which is best told in his own
words: ' ;

“I was writing a book at the time,
one that I had started while a profes-
sor of world Christianity and eastern
Christianity, and I went to the Metro-
politan Museum of Art looking for
documents, papyri, pictures, and illus-
trations to serve the book. It must
have been in the early spring of 1966.
I really forget the date. My book was
ready for the press, and I was looking
for supplementary malterial.

Tanner compare Facsimile No. 1 with original.

“While I was in one of the dim
rooms where everything was brought
to me, something. caught my eye, and
I asked one of the assistants to take
me behind the bars into the storehouse
of documents so that I could look
some more. While there I found a
file with these documents. I at once
recognized the picture part of it. When
I saw this picture, I knew that it had
appeared in the Pearl of Great Price.
I knew the general format of the pic-
ture. This kind of picture one can
find generally on other papyri, but
this particular one has special pecu-
liarities. For instance, the head had
fallen off, and I could see that the
papyrus was stuck on paper, nine-
teenth century paper. The head was
completed in pencil, apparently by
Joseph Smith, who must have had it
when.that part fell off. He apparently
drew the head in his own hand on the
supplementary paper. Also, the hands
of the mummy, raised as they are, and
the leg, raised as it is—usually the
mummies lie straight forward—are
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very peculiar. This papyrus is Egyp-
tian, true enough, but what it stands’

for, I really don’t know.

“Now when I saw this, I began to
search further. I saw more pieces of
papyri stacked together and suspected
that Providence had assisted. Another

document was found with these docu-
ments, signed by Joseph Smith’s wife,

his son, and someone else, testifying
that these papyri were treasured and
owned by Joseph Smith.

“In 1918 a Mrs. Heusser came to the
museumn and informed the officials
that she had some papyrus, but an
understanding was not reached until
1947. They were then acquired by
the museum, and then the museum
changed curators of Egyptian antiqui-
ties and the whole subject was for-
gotten.

“When I saw these documents, I.

really was taken back. I know the

Mormon community, what it stands-

for, its scripture, etc., and I said at
once that these documents don’t be-
long here. They belong to the Mor-
mon Church. Well, of course, the
people in the museum are good friends
of mine, and I tried to tempt them into
ceding the documents to the Church.
I informed my good friend -Taza
Peirce, who is executive secretary of
the Salt Lake Council for International
Visitors, and we discussed the manner
in which I should acquaint the Mor-

mon community of the find.  She sug-

gested I see President Tanner, and
she was the intermediary who arranged
and attended our first two meetings.
Thereafter, I met directly with Presi-
dent Tanner, who had said the Church
was very, very interested and would do
anything or pay any' price for them.
Since that time, we worked 'quietly
on the possibility of their transference
to the Church.

“In these kinds of things, I never
push. I take my time.
kindly persuasions and discussions,
the museum ultimately put a memo-
randum on the subject to the board
of trustees of the museum. This took
a long time to come to that step. The
Board discussed the matter at very
great length, greater length than you
might think, and in the end they
thought that since the museum had
papyri of this nature in plenty, why
should they keep these documents
from the Church? .
~ “When their generous decmon was

made, it was telephoned to me by the .

curator, and he wrote to me also. Then
we had a lull in the situation, because.
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the curator had to go .to Egypt for a
month in order to arrange final steps
for the transference to the Metropoli-
tan Museum of another treasure, in
which' I also had a hand. It coneerns
a great temple that is being ‘presented
by the Egyptian governmert to the
American nation in recognition of the

contributions America has made to-.

ward the salvage of the Abyssinian
monuments.

“When the curator came back, he
reported very nicely about the subject
and -said, “The decision has been
taken; your Mormon friends are go-
ing to get these papyri. So, you go
to your friends and the President of
the Church and make the necessary
arrangements for.a ceremony.’

“Of course, President Tanner was’

just as excited as I was. -He reported

to President McKay, who was very.

enthusiastic about the project also.

.We then decided the way in which

the ceremony would be conducted.

" “I felt very honored and very, very
pleased to be in the center of the
picture with such a distinguished per-

son as President Tanner and Mr..

Thomas P. G. Hoving, who is director
of the museum. He’s a very important
man, as is his assistant and vice di-
rector, Dr. Joseph Noble. He's a very
fine man. All of them were .there,
and to my surprise I found that the
papyri were prepared in a very fine
box for safekeeping.

“But during the morning of that day
I made it a point to go in at an early
hour, long before the meeting of these
magnates, in order to make sure that
the papyri-were there—not only the
papyri, because what is of importance

is the document that accompanied the’

papyri. It was a faded thing, in nine-
teenth century hand. I found that
the museum had photographed it.
Well, of course, they had tried to

photograph it before, but it wouldn’t

show because it was very faded blue
paper. Now they used infra-red and
ultra-vwlet photography to get the
text out, so that now the photograph
is very much better than the original.

“I was enchanted about the dis-
covery of the pdapyri, which had bheen

in the hands of Joseph Smith, but

the discoveries were not ended there.
On the morning of handing over the
papyri, I began looking them up and
down, up and down, and lo! I found
on the back.of the paper on which the
papyri were glued writings and maps
and an enumeration of townships and
material of the highest value to Mor-

mon history, made, I think, by Joseph

Smith’s own hand. Three of the backs.

were full of notes and maps, which’
have to be studied by the specialists. I

am not a specialist of that, but I have’
an eye for original documents, and:
these papyri documents are not fakes;

they are original Egyptian papyri of
a pre-Christian era.” They could be
from 3000 B.C. to 300 B.C.—over 300
B.C., at any rate. That is my estimate.
The era will have to be decided by the
specialists.

“I know the kind of ink the Egyp-
tians used and the difference between
the genuine and the fake. Papyrus
writings were usually placed with the
mummy—papyri of many kinds—but
essentially the “Book of the Dead,”
which would give the mummy safe
passage to the world beyond. The
papyri were sometimes colored. You
find papyri like this with blue, gold,
and red colors. This was not out of
the ordinary. With regard to the ink
used, it was generally made of soot
and glue, and that is why it was eter-
nal. T think these scrolls are written
in that kind of ink. Usually the priests
did the writing—they were most
skilled. They used reed pens, and
had to sharpen the reed and split it
in the middle.

. “The Egyptians had the papyrus
plant, and they used to split it into
thin layers and put the layers criss-
cross on one another, pound them-with
a wooden hammer, and then glue
them together. They cut them to suit
the purposes of the documents they
wanted to write. Usually long strips
were used to make scrolls, and this
one was made in that fashion.

“In order to protect the papyrus,
which becomes brittle with age—for
instance, the head of the person fell
off simply because the papyrus

- was brittle—Joseph Smith probably

thought that the best thing for its
protection was to glue it on paper.
When I first discovered these docu-
ments, I was so excited about the
Egyptian writings that I did not look
on the back of the paper, but when I
returned to the museum, I noticed
the writings on the back by Joseph
Smith. These writings may not turn
out to be of very great importance;
however, any footnote one can get in
the restoration of Mormon history is
valuable.

“The exciting part, which has proved
beyond doubt that this was the papyri
that was in Joseph Smith’s hand, was
established by that document signed
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by his widow. When I saw that, I
had it transcribed and a copy type-
written to show to President Tanner.

“Do you know that this discovery
appeared in the Egyptian press on
the day following the ceremony? On
the first page of the most important
paper! You would be surprised at the
attention that was given to this dis-
covery, and apparently the Egyptians
were very pleased about the revealing
of these documents. I consider it a
great honor to have been. able to
make this discovery. Great discoveries
are always accidental, and this one
was as accidental as any discovery I
have made—and probably more excit-
ing than all of them. It was an honor
to have been able to persuade such an
.august body as the Metropolitan
Museum to present it to another body
as august as the Mormon Church. I
feel flattered to have been able to do
what I did.”

The fact that Dr. Atiya made the
discovery and so energetically attests
to the manuscript’s authenticity as
that which Joseph Smith used in part
in the translation of the Book of
Abraham is of no little importance.
Dr. Atiya is a world-recognized
scholar and researcher of Egyptian
and Arabic manuscripts. He was in-
strumental in building the University
of Utah’s Middle East Library to what
has been called “perhaps the finest in
its field in America.” (The library,
named for Dr. Atiya, was previously
regarded as one of the five finest in
the U.S.) He is one of three Distin-
guished Professors at the university.
He is well-regarded for his lectures
and writings while at the universities
of Michigan, Columbia, Princeton,
Liverpool, London, Bonn, Zurich, Cairo,
and Alexandria. He is the author of
approximately 20 volumes and about
50 monograph articles.

But of lasting importance are his
writings on the Crusades of the Middle
Ages and his studies and writings of
his own Orthodox Coptic religion. He
is also the founder of the Institute of
Coptic Studies in Cairo. In essence,
he is a well-recognized fellow among
the worldwide community of scholars.

It could as well be said of Dr.
Atiya’s discovery as that which Parley
P. Pratt said of Joseph’s reception of
Egyptian mummies and papyrus in
the first place: “Singular is the provi-
dence by which this ancient record fell
into the hands of the servant of the
Lord, Joseph Smith.”

Indeed, the story of how Joseph
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Smith received the papyri is very
fascinating, one seemingly filled with
providential direction. Some of the
details are still clouded, although new
research each year seems to divulge
additional bits of information, but the
principle points of the episode are in
‘general agreement: Napoleon’s 1798-
99 conquest of Egypt turned the
world’s attention toward the land of
pharaochs, and Egypt was soon over-
run with. both scientific expeditions
and robbers of catacombs and ancient
burial sites. One of those early ad-
venturers interested in Egyptian an-
tiquities was a Piedmontese named
Antonio Lebolo, who worked as an
agent for one of the powerful antiquity
barons of the day, Bernardino Drovet-
ti. While in Egypt during what now
appears to be at least as early as 1817,
Lebolo obtained a license to enter the
catacombs in Thebes, Egypt. He dis-
covered a pit tomb near a place called
Gurneh, near Thebes, and found
many mummies. therein. He turned
the best of them over to Drovetti but
managed to keep some for himself. He
later left Egypt en route to France
via Trieste with some mummies, 11 of
which eventually reached America.
While on the island of Trieste he
became ill and died. This is believed
to have been in 1823. It has long been
presumed that the mummies Joseph
Smith eventually received were from
Lebolo’s find, and that Lebolo willed
them to Michael H. Chandler, who has
been presumed to have been Lebolo’s
nephew. But some present-day scholars
question Chandler’s relationship to
Lebolo. As early as 1885 N. L. Nel-
son, in an address at Brigham Young
Academy at Provo, said that Chandler
received the mummies from an “Eng-
lish Minister Plenipotentiary.” Such a
person might have been Henry Salt,
a famous representative of the crown
in Egypt, who died in 1827. At
any event, Chandler apparently was
thought to be in Ireland, and the
mummies were- apparently sent to Ire-

land via London. Chandler’s friends re- -

directed the mummies to America,
where Chandler was living in Phila-
delphia. The mummies eventually
arrived at the New York City custom-
house.

Scholars have observed that it seems
nothing short of miraculous that the
mummies and their important records
should have safely navigated through
the rough waters of antiquity barons,
catacomb plunderers, dishonest and
rival agents in search of mummies, to

eventually find safe port in the New
York harbor.

In April 1833 Michael H. Chandler
paid the customs duties, took posses-
sion of the 11 mummies, and opened
them. He was disappointed in not
finding jewels or something of great
monetary value, but he did find sev-
eral rolls of papyrus. Providence
seemingly once more entered the
story, for while yet in the custom-
house, Chandler was informed that
there was no man in the city who

could translate the scrolls, “but was

referred, by the same gentleman (a
stranger), to Mr. Joseph Smith, Jr.,

who, continued he, possesses some kind -

of power or gifts, by which he had
previously translated similar char-
acters.”

It was more than two years later,
on July 3, 1835, that Chandler met
the Prophet Joseph. During those
years Chandler had exhibited for a

nominal charge the mummies and

even sold seven of them to private
museums.

According to James R. Clark, a per-
sistent and intelligent student of the
history of our Pearl of Great Price,
apparently a Benjamin Bullock of
Moirie, New York, a nonmember but
a relative of Heber C. Kimball, had
heard of Joseph Smith, and when
Bullock met Chandler, he offered to
take him more than 250 miles by
wagon to Kirtland, Ohio, to meet the
Prophet.

(An interesting sidelight is that as
a result of Bullock's visit to Kirtland,
he returned to his home greatly im-
pressed with Joseph Smith. He took
with him a copy of the Book of Mor-
mon. After he and his wife read it,
they moved west to be with the
Church.)

When they reached Kirtland, Mr.
Chandler asked the Prophet Joseph if
he had the power to translate the
scrolls, and Joseph replied that he
had. The Prophet records that he gave

Chandler an interpretation of some .of.

the material on the scrolls.

Mr. Chandler was so impressed that
he wrote a certificate testifying of
Joseph Smith’s “deciphering the an-
cient Egyptian hieroglyphic char-
acters” “to correspond in the most
minute matters” with that which
Chandler had learned from “the most
learned.” _

The Prophet records in his Docu-
mentary History of the Church (Vol.
2, page 236): “Soon after this, some
of the Saints at Kirtland purchased
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the mummies and papyrus, a descrip-
tion of which will appear hereafter,
and with W. W. Phelps and Oliver
Cowdery as scribes, I commenced the
translation of some of the characters
or hierglyphics, and much to our joy
found that one of the rolls contained
the writings of Abraham, another the
writings of Joseph of Egypt, ‘etc—a
more full account of which will ap-
pear in its place, as I proceed to
examine or unfold them.”

Concerning the four mummies, the
Prophet generally admitted that he
did not know who the mummies were,
although some secondary sources later
reported that the Prophet identi-
fied them as a pharach, a queen, a
princess, and a slave. The rolls of
papyrus are known to have been with
one of the female mummies. Concern-
ing the rolls, it has been surmised
that apparently they were original
records or copies of original records
made by Abraham and his grandson
Joseph, and written upon by succeed-
ing record keepers and pharaohs over
several thousand years’ duration.

The result is well-known to Latter-
day Saints. The Prophet interprated
some of the writings on the scrolls,
and this interpretation and facsimiles
1, 2, and 3 make up our present Book
of Abraham. Some present-day schol-
ars think that part of the papyri that
Joseph had in his possession con-
tained an actual primer in the Egyp-
tian alphabet and grammar previously
prepared by its ancient authors for
the benefit of future translators. It is
also known that the Prophet prom-
jsed “further extracts from the Book
of Abraham” than those writings that
we already have, but martyrdom cut
short his publication of new materials.
(John Taylor, Times and Seasons,
Feb. 1843.)

At any rate, after the martyrdom
of the Prophet, the mummies and
manuscripts were turned over to
Joseph’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith.
At her death in May 1855, the mum-
mies and manuscripts were kept by
Emma Smith Bidamon, with whom
Lucy Mack Smith lived the two years
previous to her death. Emma Smith
Bidamon was the Prophet’s widow and
had since married L. C. Bidamon.
Shortly after one year of holding the
mummies and manuscripts, Emma
sold them to a Mr. A. Coombs.

It was this letter of sales to Mr. A.
Coombs, signed by Emma Smith Bida-
mon and dated May 26, 1858, in addi-
tion to the 11 pieces of papyri, that
was found by Dr. Atiya. The letter
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reads: “This certifies that we have
sold to Mi. A. Combs four Egyptian
Mummies with the records of them.
This mummies were obtained from the
catacoms of Egypt sixty feet below the
surface of the Earth. by the antiquari-
tan society of Paris & forwarded to
New York & purchased by the Mor-
mon Prophet Joseph Smith at the
price of twenty four hundred dollars
in the year eighteen hundred thirty
five they were highly prized by Mr.
Smith on account of the importance
which attached to the record which

" were accidentaly found enclosed in

the breast of one of the Mummies.
From translations by Mr. Smith of
the Records. these Mummies were
found to be the family of Pharo King
of Egypt. they were kept exclusively by
Mr. Smith until his death & since by
the Mother of Mr. Smith notwith-
standing we have had repeated offers
to purchase which have invariably
been refused until her death which
occurred on the fourteenth day of
May last.” Signed: “L. C. Bidamon,
Emma Bidamon, Joseph Smith [her
son]. Nauvoo, Hancock Co. IlI, May
26.”

The next account of the mummies
appears in the 1859 “St. Louis Mu-
seum Catalogue” and then in the 1863

“Chicago Museum Catalogue,” page

42, in which are described two mum-
mies that were “kept by the Prophet’s
mother until his death, when the heirs
sold them, and were shortly after
purchased for the Museum.”

. A great fire destroyed much of Chi-
cago in 1871, and it had been presumed

that the mummies and manuscripts
were burned in that fire, even though
the 1856, 1859, and 1863 catalogues do
not give any information about the two
other mummies or the manuscripts.
Information on the two other mum-
mies and the rest of the papyri manu-
scripts used by the Prophet may yet
come forth in some future day.

The collection recently found by
Dr. Atiya first came to the attention
of the New York Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in 1918. Apparently Mr.
A. Coombs had not disposed of all
his purchases made from Emma Smith
Bidamon, because in 1918 a Mrs. Alice’
C. Heusser of Brooklyn, New York,
took the recently discovered papyri

* and document signed by Emma Smith

to the Metropolitan Museum for
evaluation. Mrs. Heusser was a
daughter of the housekeeper of Mr.
A. Coombs. But the museum did not
buy the collection of papyri until
Edward Heusser, husband of Alice,
finally sold them to the museum in

.1947. The papyri have been in the

museum’s files since that time.
Thus, the stage was set for the re-
markable discovery of Dr. Atiya.

'These pieces of papyrus, only part of

the ones” Joseph Smith had in his
possession, are now back in the hands
of the Church. They are a remark-
ably powerful and tangible testimony
to the truthfulness of the Prophet’s
clear and simply told story that he had
in his hands some original papyri
documents, some of which he used in
producing the Book of Abraham in the
Pearl of Great Price. | o,

The official presentation ceremonies in New York in which President Tanner accepted

papyri from Dr. Thomas P. F. Hoving.
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