Hugh Nibley--Cifts
mARCH 3, 1914

well, I acceoted this call because there were some things
that T wanted to settle in my own mind and I started asking
questions and got into a heated debate with myself. That's
what this will follow.

4nd so we begin with question number one. (Don't bothar to
mark down the questions--they go fast). Here it goes. “uhat are
the principle issues," I ask myself (not knowing anything about
these subjects) "what are the princiole issues in political
science today?" The economy and daefense--how to have 8 prosperous
nation and a secure one. "What can [ say about that?" Nothing
significant, "Why not?" 3ecause | don't know enough. "Who
does?" I don't know. "Have | mada the effort to find out?" Yes,
we get two newspapsrs and four news magazines and listan to T.vV,
Panels, and the experts, aspecially the economists (including
Vobel Laureates) can't seem to agree on anything. "Do you think
the situation {s hopeless?" VYes, thair's {s hopeless. "But (s
there any noqe {n signt?" Indeaaed thers {s. (This {s a very
optimnf{stic talk from now on.)

I call attention particularly to the 300k of ﬁBrmon--thls
I considar the handbook for our times--as tha author intended
it to be. "Isn't the author a bit out of date?" No, he is a
living prophet. *“4hat do you mean by tnat?* Just what | say.
Tha man {s Yoroni, he was a living, raesurrected being whan he
gave tnat big dossier to Joseph Smith, he is still living, and
at some future time he-is going to be active on the sarth again,

(as we are told {n the 27th section of the DiC). "But isn't the
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story he tells ancient history?" Consider his visit to Joseah
Smith as described. He, Joseph, described "oroni's person and
the manner and nature of his arrival and his departure in
clinical detail, very concretas, It was a real visit. 4nd since
the angel repeated his lesson four times {n one night, and than
once a3 year, the same night (winter equinox) for the ensuing four
years, Joseph is eble to record exactly what the message was--
it consisted entirely of quotations from earlier writers, earlier
prophets, earlier visitors to the earth. It was sort of a
pastiche of messages. Jospahsays he commenced by quoting the
prophecies of the Old Testament. Then he gives a long list of
passages. He changed some, others word for word as they are
glven in tha King James, in fact Moroni's message is sinply a
long list of these Bible quotations. (sell, so is the 3itle
ftself.) But he quotes all of that stuff because it's going to
be relevant. The hesavenly messenger upoates everytning tnat has
gone before without ever losing sight of it. He's putting it all
togethar--he says he's doing it. "This {s now about to be
fulfilled, you've been looking farward to this, this has been
fulfilled, this is where we stand now, with reference to these
things." So we'll take Moroni as our guide.

"Would you say that present day, living prophets sunercece
him?" No, not anymore than thay compete with him. krg's as
alive as they are. Notice that the scriptures are naver gutzate-
hera. Moron{ is quoting prophasles thousands of years old beca e
those prophecies were still in effect, and in soma cases as in
verses 40 and 41 in Joseph's writing, were about to be at last
fulfilled. Nothing could ba more pertinent that that message.

He was bringing Joseph up to data.
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"well how aboul other angels?" Exactly the same.for thg

dispensation of the meridian of t{me was ushered in by an angel
who first appeared to a priest in the temple, talked to hjm all
morning, quoting ancient scriptures, 4nd than the same angel,
from the presance of Cod, went to Mary at her hause and rapeated
other ancient scriptures which were about to be realized in her
dut the most significant example {s that of the Lord himself,
who after his resurrection came to {nstruct the apostles--and wa
are told {n the last chapter of Luke, the beginning st Moses and
all the oroohets he expounded unto them, in all the scriptures
things concarning h{mself. Then opened He their undersganding'
that they mignht understand the scriptures. Just as he had '
comranded the Nephites always to search the scriotures and add
thaeir own carefuyl records to them and after that He expounded to
them all of the scripture which they had received and safid unto
thew, "3ehold other scriptures. | would that ye should write that
that ye have not", whereupon Ha proceeded to dictate the words

of Malach{ to thaem. Then he called them to bring forth the
records anc He cast His 8ye upon them and proceedad to point out
soma important omissions (the story of Samual the Lamanite among
then). In thase important Cases notice the heavenly messengars,
including the resurracted Lorg himself, do not waive the old
written record. Thay don't say, "The ipsa dixit {s here himself,
now we can forget about the old musty records and so forth,»

They stick right to them--though the living Lord Himsglf is there
(imagine that). If you oray for an angel to visjit you, you know
what he'll do if he comes. He'll just quote the scriptures to

yOU=-30 you're wasting your time. (laughter) I'm quite serious

about that.
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"Waell, does that mean we give the written records oriority
ovar the living word?" No, of course not. Heavenly visitors ang
the Holy Ghost must take charge. The written record is their
text and they expound upon {t., "“Why do they have to have a
text?" Because it ls always with us. Remenber that after He
had expounded everything concerning Himself to the Nephites,

He said, "I want you to write this down because ['m not always
going to be with you--you'll always have this to go by." 3ut
He's not going to leave us on the strength of the test jtself--
it must be read when moved upon by the Holy GChost.

“But who's to interpret it, do I have a right to interpret

the scriptures as much as anyonse slse?" 0Of course. VYou may
remember that the wars of the Reformation were fought on that
issue--does the ordinary person have the right to read the
scriptures. We regard that as a definite step forward in the
Lord's work on the earth, and in the church every individual is
commanded to read the scriptures for himself. O0Of course the
staory of the Last Dispensation begins with the prophet Josepn,

as a young boy, reading the scriptures very such for himnsslf,

putting the most literal interpretation on them, belonging *:
no church at the time, without asking for anybody's pernission--
so we do that. As far as official interpretation of the scrio-
tures, remember, the Latter-day-Saints scoff at the icdea that one
must study special courses and get a special degree--"training
for the ministry"--and thus {nterpret the 2ible for others.
Joseph Smith noted many times that interpreters of the scriotures
like William W. Phelps and fredrick G. Williams read the

scriptures quite differently than him, but he didn't order than
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to change or anything like that. He says you try to use reason
and testimony--but that's all you can do, Tha brethren are
instructed to stick to the scriptures and all thair teachings and
no man's opinion f{s worth a darn. Teach nothing that you cannot
prove by the scriptures.

well, why all the fuss about the scriptures? Because |
intend to take Toroni as my quide to the present world situation.
xNy him? TMoroni and his father are the principal, definitive
editors of the doox aof Morman. They not only compiled and edited,
they've gons through and picked out things they feal will be
important for us, then they avaluate that and apply it to us and
explain everything to us. What a marvelous thing to have [t all
sumned up for us by the principal actors in this thing. And
toth of them are concerned with two things (both Moroni and his
father), the quastions with which we began. The quastions of
prosperity and security. The great inseparably related issues of
wealth and war.

"Joes Moroni give speci{fic advise to us?" Most emphaticallyl|
#is great closing narration js this--ha repeats {t again and again--
an impassionad appeal to us: 0o not deny the gifts of God.

“anat gifts? Who would want to deny them? Why?" C(Cne
juestion at a time. The gifts are spiritual and they are
tevporal, but in fact thay are inseparable. A temporal gift is
in one dimension spiritual. They are listed in the scriptures.
°leass recall vary Guickly the spiritual gifts--you know tham--
to know that Jesus Christ {s the Son of Sod. That is one of thae
3ifts given to soms. To others it {s given to believe on their

words, to some to know the difference of admin{strat{on, to same

@
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to know the diversity of operations, to others the Jord of
Wisdom, to others the word of Knowlaedge, to somne to oroohesy, to
some the working of miracles, to some the discerment of spirits..
there is a long list here of these spiritual gifts given to us,
by the Lord--which ara gifts, of coursa. e can't dlg than up
for ourselves or anything else. He gives them, and e says Ha
gives them. Wa must ask with real intent and with an honast
heart.  You can have them--any gift. And there is a nice
protective clause written in there--if you're not susoosed ‘o
have {t, what you are worthyof, what is beneficial or exsedient--
you shall have that. (Since we are left to our own wisdom we may
ask for very foolish things.) But all these things are avaiable--
all we need to do {s ask. But you must ask for (t, an2 of cours=
if you ask not you receive not. The gifts are not in evizence
today, except one gift, which you notice ths people ask far--tne
gift of healing. They ask with honest intent and with siccere
hearts and we really have that gift. BSecause we are desoarate o--
nabody else can help us, then we really ask with sincere hearts
of our Lord.

dut as for these other gifts--how often do wa as«x for the-"
How sarnestly do we seek for them? ‘g could nave then if we gic 1s«
but we don't. "Well, who denies them?" inyone who doesn't ask
for them--they are available to all for the asking, but one mnust
ask with an honest heart, sincarely.

"Jo people prefer tamporal gQifts today?" MNnw that's a
strange thing. People don't want them either. "What are tha

temporal gifts?" Anything. you could possible asx for in order to

T
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3ot 8long in the world. *“People don't want them?" No, not as
Gifts--they are nroud and don't want to accept 2 dole. (I'm
arguing with myself here) "Isn't that rather admirable?" |t
looks that way. Their hearts ars really set on these things--thay
want to have the» but thay want to earn them fair and squars and
to be beholden to no one far then., They want to say 'this is
“ive deczuse [ earned it', No one has a right to a gift--no ane
€37 40 to the giver and demand it as somnathing he has garned.
what is owed you, you don't receive as a present but as your dus.
In our 4Anglo-Saxon ethic we Jjust don't like the idea of having
to depend upon anyone else--we must be independent baefare all
things. Jell, [ say, “Jnat's wrong with that?" 1 answer, we
think we are being realistic about it, but are we? Indepandent of i
wnat? OF God? Cf our fellow man? 0Of nature?

"dhat is the issue here? You said the scondmists don't agreas

on anything, do you expect to come up with a definitive answer?"

The issue {3 the scristures. This would not be @y answer {n a
million years but {t keeps throwing (t at me and | can't get away
from {t. Tnay spsak aut loud and Clear--30 persistently and
urgently on the subject--do nat deny the gifts. Everything you
hava is a gift, svarything, You have earned nothing. There is
no tcacern for prosparity angd survival where the gospel is
concerned. Everything we could possibly need for survival is
siven us at the outset as a fraee gift.

“3ut surely Sod expects us to work?" Of course He does,

Sutl wo kasp thinking of one kind of work and He wants us to think

of another. *"Please explain,” (says the wise guy). "Willingly,® l

(83ys tha astute informant). I

n
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Let us begin our story with Adan. ‘“ow the anticuity of the
story can be affirmed by a larqe number of early apocryonhal fga-
writings which have been unearthad in recent years--just as lots
of things have besn turning up recently to change all aur ideas
about astronomy and so forth and to confirm the ideas of Cinstain
(whose birthday wa celebrate tomorrow) in the sama way. 4n
awful lot of documents are pouring out to confirw things tnat ae
all know. What I am saying here is not stolen from any LDJS
protocol, but it can be confirmed from direct sources which are
now quite sbundant,

Adam came down to sarth. [t i{s an earth fully~-equippe? for
his support and delight. ‘ue have made for you this earth aniz
have placed upon it everything you could possibly need.' Cvery
imagimable typse of fruit and herb you could possibly inagine
growing spontaneously, of which ha may partake freely, All a
gift. The earth was creatsd for him. And we have plantez a
garden already for you--all you have to do is take note of jt.
And everything is for the taking. There is ansg gift, nsaever,
whicn is witnheld from Adam: the fruit of tne tree of ncod anzs
avil. Now into this world, most glorious and beautiful, «ith
avarytnhing supplied, he comes. And than cones sanabody elsse.
Ang his first act is to offer Adam and Cve, ha's been Iving in
wait for them 23 a matter of fact. That's what the worg
actually means, it means the one who lises in wait, wno lurks
in ambush, walting--he was thera first,waiting. And so...tne
first act is to offer to Adam and Eve the one gift whicn has
besen faorbidden them. And for acting out of

order, the strangar (no longer a3 stranqger), is denounced andg
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cfursed. He had qiven the fruit to Adam and Eve; 1t was not
his orerogative to do so--regardless of what has beaen daone in
other worlds. hen the time comes for such Frufit it will be
given us lggitinately. He was acting out of order, so mgddled
by this rebuke and the cursas he flaras up In his pride angd announc&s
what his progra® for the sconomic and political order of the new !
world is going to be. He will take the resources of the earth
and with preclous metals as a medium of axchange he will buy
up military and naval might, or rather thgse who control {t, and f
$o will govern the earth--for heg is the prince of this world. He
doas rule, he {s. Hers at ths outset is the clearest possible N
statenent of our military-industtial complex ruling the earth /
with vislence and ruin., 3ut as we ars told this cannot lead to
anything but war becauss it has bean programmed to do that. [t

w28 conceived in the mind of Satan {n his determination, we are

p
tol3d in the So00k of Mormon, to destroy the worlid. The whole

ourposa of the nragram is to producs blood and horror on this

aarth,

Acam (s cast aut of the garden now, and he is consigned to
a new life. Thne first person he meats in the new world s
already looking him up, ha is waiting for him, and {t is the '
same parson that looked him up in the garden. He has coma to :
4daw with a deal. He announces that the sarth {s his property
from one end to the othar and that he rules and stands for no

nonsense. He asks what Adan wants; he asks him two timas what
’

1s it you want? He will supoly any gifts forthcoming {n this

world--but at a price. Whan Adam says what ha really wants is

nore light ang knowledge, Satan offers to provide that and after

,\
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soms dickering hires a preacher to do the instructing. ‘when the
real preachers, whom GCod has proposed, arrive (sonetines called
the Three Strangers, the Thrae Visitors, somstises tne Angel
michael--it is different ones in different versions but it is a
vary close story), 5atan challenges them as traspassers who hzve
tried to take over his splendid proocerty. They come to jive
Adam priceless gifts, Satan asks them {f they have any money,
not just pocket change, but big money--they can have anvining for
that i{n this world. Adam poignantly obcerves, 3s Peter does to
Simon Magnus later-~ha enters the picture later on when he says
to Simon Magnus that the gifts of GCod are not negotiabdle. In
Acts 8120, "Thy monay perish with thee because thou hast thought
that the gifts of God may be purchased with money.” You cannot
buy these gifts, they are not negotiable, you cannot use thev» in
businaess. Well, Adam refuses Satan's offer and 3Satan discusses
contracts with the minister. This is the false horse, a cowicC
character in very early Egyptian temple cer2mony. 3nd 3atan
inaists that he {s true to his business agreensnts, which he is,
he is all business.3ut having fafled to sell adan he later gaes o
his son Cain., He offers to make a contract with hin an2 tells
him how to gat possession of his brother's wealth in return fo7
Cain's help in organizing his work in the world. Cain loves
the idea, he loves Satan more than Sod. and he nakes the fandus
pact with the Jevil (which goes down through the literature).

Satan gives him a special course to maxe him prosnerous in
all thingsi tha Mahan technique, the great sacrat of convertis,
1ife into property. Later Lamech graduates with the sane Jejres--

master Mahan, Master of this great secret. He glories in what
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Re has done, it bacomes the normal world economy. Nearly all
the posterity of Adam, wa are told, entered into business and
all Adaw and Eve could do about it was to mourn before the Lord.
fvaryone went off following the Cainjtas, And Cain did {t all,
we are told, “for the sake of Gatting gain.” He was not ashamad, i

he gloried in what he had done, he said:l am free, now, the

prooarty falls into my hands--ay brother's flocks.”

“ell, Toroni picks {t up at this point, The order of (Cain

carrias right over into the Book of Mormon. Thesa passages ] !
should really read. Thess are really good, I think they ars 5
pertinent--like sonathing 1 just cut out of the papsr today, ?
in fact. Let's start out with Ether 9:11. "Now the pecple of ;
Akis? ware des{irous for galn, even as Akish was desirous for

gaower; wherefore, the sons of Akish did offer tham monay, by L
which Means they drew away the more part of the people after E
then,” akish got electad because he offered the paople monay. F

“e wanted power and they wanted gain and they made a bargain.

Tna rafarance | have here is thls: A& poll shows that 457 of this
71937 's contaested sunate foCes ware pradictaed byélZiﬁU 50 you can
Juy that sort of thing as Akish did. Peoplae got their maney and

~klsh gat nis power. ™and it camng to pass that they did agres

witn Ak{ish and Akish did administar thg oaths unto them which !

ware given by them of old who 3lso sought powsr--which hag been
nandad down even From Cafin." (Ether 8:15),

30 hers Moroni is picking uo the story--it comes from Cain's
time-- "who was a murderar from the beginn{ng.” And then we go

on, he talks about that ang then it carries on {n Halaman 6:26
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whera we gat an intaeresting discussion. 1[It is important nere
because this tells us how it leads directly and necessarily to

war.,

"Now behold, those secret oaths and covenants dia not co-e
forth unto GCadianton from the records which were deliverad unto
Hnlsman; bub behold, thay wara put i{nto the haart of Zadianton &Ly
that same being who did entice our first parents to partake of tne
forbiddaen fruft--

“Yea, that same being who did plot with Cain, that if he
would murder his brother Abel it should not be knowun unto the
world. And he did plot with Cain and his followars fror that
time forth.

“&nd also f{t is that same being who out it into the nearts
of the people to build a tower sufficiently hizh thzt they mijnt
get to heavan. And it was that same being who led on the cecnle
who cama from that tower fnto this land; who soreaad the woras of
darknass ang abominations over a)ll the face of ‘the land, until
he dragged the oeople down to an entire destructizn, z2-2 to an
everlasting hell.

“Yea, it {s that same being who put it into the heart of
Cadianton to still carry on thes work of darkness, and of secrat
murder; and he has brought it forth from the bejinning of -an
even down to this tine.

“And bshold, it is he who is tha author of all sin. a2
behold, he doth carry on his works aof darkness and secret wurler,

and doth hand down theit plots, and theicr oaths, and their covora~: s

and their plans of awful wickednass from generaticn to generatizn
according as he can get hold upon the hearts of the children of
men .,
"and now bahold, he had got great hold upan tha hearts of 19
Naphites; yea, insomuch that they had become exceaedingly wickes;
yea, the more part of them had turned out of tha wav af tisvt-
teausnass, and dld trample undur tholt feal tha cunryac-aats of
nod, and did tuern unto their own ways, and diad builc up unta
thamselves ldols uf thaeir gold and thuir silver.”

and all this happened in the space of not many years. 3ng
the result of that--in the next chaoter ha {Nephi) tells us:

*Jut benold, it is to get gain, to be priiz==d of man, ysa, and
that ye might get gold and siiver. And ye have set your h23irts
upon the riches and tbe vain things of this world, for the whicn
ya do murder, and plunder, and steal, and bear false witness
against your neighbor, and do all manner of iniquity.

"ind for this cause wo shall comm unto you axcent ye s 3l
repent., For {f yea will not repent, behold, this great city, ar:
also all those great cities which are round aboul, whizh are in
the land of our possession, shall be taken away that ye shall
have no place in tham;for behald, the Lord will not grant unto
you strength, ss he has hitherto- cone, to withstand against ycur
enemies."
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for this cause directly--that they had set their hsarts on the
ecangmy--this is an interesting thing: it is not which economy.
Se-enber what 3anuel the Lananite said--you're trouble {s that you
alu2ys think of your riches--for that reason, he says, you are
Joing to lose them. *If you do that you will lose them--thay
+1ll become slippery that you cannot hold them."™ You have no
contral over the stock market at all, the more closaly you watch
it the -ore that escapes (inaudibla). 'Well, we won't follow that
un, we'll leave it to the economics people.

How this motive leads to war can be illustrated by Alma
], the beginning of the great 14 ysars war. That eolsode bagins
sith a past war noom. (Very well described in Alma 45). The
naxt nohase of the w+s: ended after one very well dascribed {n the
sixth chapter of III Neohi. This describes the rebuilding
of the cities and the repajirs, the big contracts, building of
raads betwaen the towns, bustling intercoastal trade, all the
rest of it bain; extremnaly profitable. And as a result of this
LInnndauT po3t-war LOo9m, ha tnlles us {n varass 10-34 |ts
za+sralteing effoct. And thun thae stroke of doom. Now the causa
3¢ their wid«edness was this, Satan (rlght back to the Gardan
as21n) had put {t in their hearts to tempt them to seek after
odJwar, authority and riches. This was their undoling.

vell, back to the Alma version now. After the post-war
9237, Helanan, as the head of tha church, is alarmad. He sees
haw this f{s leading peonle to swt thulr huarts on richusy

“Therefore, Helaman and his brathran want
forth to establish the church again in all

/\
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the land, yea, {n every city throughout all the

land which was possessad by the pepole of *echi,

And it came to pass that they cid apooint oriests

and teachers throughout all thar l2nz2, over 211

tha churchas.”
He tried to do sonething ahboul it and {nseli=ataly toe rozanl-a-t
of those whom he rebukes flafrs up against hin, They urooose 2~
action program. fuite a8 dangerous one. Zeing closely knit,

interested families, thay begin to organize an or.osition party

and that is taken over by a man of considerable jenius, who is

capable of the unscrupulous; Amalikiah, «ho organized the coalit.:~

And the coalition consisted of these peoonle, in this orcer: firs:
the rich, then ambjtious judges seeking for power and office
(including lawyers) (laughter), thirdly, some memders of the
church who didn't know any better. (“ore laughter). That's

Alma 46:6,7 if you want to look it up--I could read thase anc it
would be much more interesting because Alma knows how to out 1t.
Fourth, sspiring businessmen and officials--nercnants, lawyers
and officers. People distinguished by rank accordiecj; to their
ricnas and thef{r chancoas for laacrning. (Paner Chase.’ (Lrugntar.
Fiftn, important families, thuss judges nhad nany friesds ana
kinsman and almost all the lawyers and high priests unites in
the interests of those judges--the upper-crust--tney stuck
together. Sixth, those prafessing the blood of nadility, an2
mentionad it gquite often. Seventh, those who were in the favar
of kings, (those of high birth), they sought to be kingys and
they supported those who sought power and asuthority owvuer Lhe

people. The sama thema is found {n (Il \eohi later on,

X
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*hat we have hers {s perfectly clear--the familiar economy we
are all familiar with and the obsession with that 8conomy Thay
were deternined to defend their sconomic interests ang privllag?s

5y force, and it leads tham right i{nto the great war,

“all, continuing ocur story now, vary Fittingly, Amalickiah's

vecole are designated by the overall name of King-men. Ffrom the

first, their tendancy, we are told right {n the opening varss
]

their tendency was to violence;:

“&nd it came to pass that

a5 many as would npt
hearken to the words of Helaman and his brethraen
were gathaered togethar against their brethren."

"And now behold, the
y were exceeding wroth, jin
that they wers datermined to slay ghem." ' sonueh

Intemperant and self-rightsous like Laman and Lemual. That's
why Amalickiah was able to advance his interests among them by

"32thering togethaer a wonderfully (f{naubible)" 4]} sort of

mixed [(nterests. Time and 8gain he threatenad the peace ang

vary existenze of the Nasnitae state, constantly entreating the

Lananites and exploring @oportunities, using thelr oowAar to his

23vantaqe. Thus hg want over with a host to atfir ud the Lamanites

. .
9 Aangar 29ainst nis pwn paosliag. And caused them tg come to

battle against thenm. He was a raal war monNQer. He was opposed

2. every turn py Yqroni, whose sole object was to keap peace with

the Lananites (46:31), and among his own people (46:37). Yoron{

w23 supoorted by tha nation 3s a whola, not a peculiar party

Actually the King-men sgan to have been quite a small qroup
1]

"sraely an elamnant of Analickian's coalition--thay began to use

Soth terms fraaly, though., The rest of the people were raeferred

to simply as the people of liberty, who, In a free elaection, put
’
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the King-men to silence (these are not formal titles as yat, tne

merely saerve to distinguish two main tendencies of interest).
whaen Moron{ by his Title of Liberty callsd attention to the

serfous threat posed to fresdom by the wilitant opnasition,

who were actually in arms, behold the puuple cann running tojer: -

with their armor and so forth, Yoroni compares then ujith the

foreign outcast remnant of Joseoh rather then a mignty arny.

In Moroni's history internal and external security are inss-arz-.

comingled with the conflict of econonic and party interest (iu:--

a plcture).
The fiction has been diligently cultivated that “aroni z- -

occasion put all the pacifists to death.
refused to
those who had A take

up arms to defend their country Hut =2
taken up arms to attack it, and who were on their way to ;oin
the enemy across the border, who were glad in their n-arts «ne
they heard that the Lamanites were coming down to tattle azz.-
their country; who ware dissenters to the anery. &acilists’®
They were sll members of Amalickiah's arsy, armnad tJ thair %
on their way to join the enemy when “aroni caunht thg-. Anc
whosoever of the Amalickiahites that would not snter intao tne
covenant, he caused to be put to death, an: thay were but fe..
Armed violence, not pacifism, had been their orcgran fran tne
beginning. We can sum up the issue by referring to Alma S¥:i7:
"And it came to pass that Yoaroni comianded that )
his army should qo ®qainst thosa kinq-men, ta pul.
down thoir pride and tholr nobllity and lasal troes

with the earth, or they should taxe up arms ana
support the cause of liberty."

You see it was 8 coalition of the important geople, the pars-n.

“!‘. .

Thosa put to Jsatr w- o .
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aho lifted the sword to fight against Moroni--it was a battle,
it was not an execution. They were in open battle and if you
hac¢ aras {n your hands and were fighting, then if you didn*t

lay them down, if you didn't surrendar (as i{n eny war), you had
to suffer the consequances. Insomuch as thay wers lifting up
weapons of war to fight against Moroni, they were hswn down.

in3 those of their leaders who were not slain in battle, were
taken and cast into prison. The renainder yielded to the
standard of liberty. It was a pitch battle, not an execution.
4ng in a later battle the men of Pachus received thair trial
2ccording to the law, yea those king-men who would not take up
arws (n dafanse of their country, but would fight against {t, were
out to death., They were actually, again, fighting against it.
They wers all fighting men taken with weapons In their hands and
refusing to give them up. Wsell, the freemen, {t is interasting
in all of this, this title first appaars only {n the late stagas
of the war as defendars of Pahoran, the lugitimately electad
judge. They took to themselves a nama and a covenant. Tha man
tney suoported, the incumbent chiel judge won the election,
altnough hae was latar driven from office. B8ut in the
correspondence between tnem, both Moroni and Pahoran rafer to
tne freemen simply as “"their people”-~{t could be a group of

snoecial people with them or just their side in gengral--tha most

dasicated, or more dedicated of tha Nephites. Moron! refers to |
his brave saldiers holding & sector of front as "part of my 1
freemen”. And Dahoran refers to oart of his supporters as !

freemsn and reports that those now in power have“"daunted my
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freeman, thet they have not come to you." In all these instances,
they (the freeman) may represent a more dedicated part of tna
Nephites or just the Nephites in gengral. 3ut what they stocd
for, freedom, homes, country and so forth, are the cliches that
both sides in avery war fight for. And perfectly justified anc
sincera. When the fighting starts you have to defend. Inis fs
the way it i{s rigged. Spacifically, we are told wnat they were
against and why they wem (inaudible), which could only be calles
2 coalition of vested {nterests which aimed at ceasing the
government, and occassionally succeeded. Aancd when they 3ia,
they legislated for their own swseat interests, and witn the
inavitable result, we are told, of war and contentions,

“And thus they did obtain the solse managemnent
of the government, insomuch that they djg
trample under their faet and smite anz rend
and turn their backs upon the poor ana tne
maek, and the humble followers of 5od."

“They did obtain", this is the, remaember, a para-military
group, the Gadiantons, "did obtain the scle management of thna
government®, and doing that, they filled the jucdgment seats,
having usurpad the powar and authority of the land, laving
aside the commandments of fod, and “they did tranple urdgar
their feet...the humbla followers of God.” As soon as they gjot
in power, they started legislating {n their own interests.

They put judges in who would do what? “Letting the wicked go
unpunished because of their money", and "hsld in office at the
head of the government to rule and do according to their will
that they might get qaln and glory of the world," Thay were
doing that --there was an interest, it was a party, they tried

to make the best of itAthey could.
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S50 this (s the situation we hava thare, they are {n there
to get gain and the glory of the world and thay did everything
with an eye single to their glory: politically, socially,
econovnically anbitioys, They ware opoosed by the common paople
0rganized by Moronl, who made tham conscious of themselvas as
the poor and humble afflicted outcasts of Israsel, aluays calling
upon the Lord. Hers we have the two totally diffarant highly
defined ideologies; we have the one which prevails throughout
the world today and throughout ancient, médiaval and modern
history (you know which side that 1s--where war and econamics
8re the two si{des of the same coln like the famous Shield of
fchiiles.)

‘ot qf everything is given to us, don't we hava‘to work?"
Cf course; tng gifts do not excuss vs from work, thay leave
us free to do the real work., The instrument {a glven to you, |t
is up to you to show what You can do with {t. 7Jr'1] give you the
piano or [']]} 9ive you the vialin--the rgal work s showing
“Nnat you can do with (t. The Lord does tnat. The tools arg
orovided. 1°1}] give you the stona and the chisel--now you show
that you are a Michelanjyelo. It §s much hardar to bg a %ichelangelo
than to work encugh to buy a chisel and some stone. Taka this
paradle. A businessman hag 38 young child who showsd great
promise in music and wanted to learn to play the plang. “Very
well,” safd the shrawd, realistic, hard-headed businessman fathar.
"3s 5000 as you have manufactured 8 piang for yourself, qoing aut
30T rining the matals and getting together all of the other

naterials, doing all the work necessary to make a plano, thaen |

e~
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will cons{der letting you take piano lessons.” Thg chile says,
"Well, thess are tuo different kinds of work." Flaying a ofana
and making a plano are related, but iAx?;ort time on earth you
can't do both. And that's the way it is. ['= Aot saying that
tempors!l things are not important--they are indispensisle. ve
must have thea st the outsat frae of charge. Our welfare is a
very important matter to Him. And God has recognizec tnat ang ;,-¢
taken care of it, He picks up the tab, and expects us not to
concern ourselves with f{t, certainly nat as constantly ang
@xclusively as we do, or esvan give {t oriority. ue supslies
us with bodies frea of charge and with their upkesp, alss frae
of charge.

"Wall, don't you think this idealistic immaterialis~ of
yours (s quite unrealistic?" (I ask myself). Ingzed it is fsr
non-L0S, it {s simply laughable {n tha present warld, not ¢
talk asbout unrealistic., Remember--what ws regard as raal z2ng
what the rest of the world regards as real i{s by no Tears tna
same thing. Ffor us the great reality {s the visitatign sf
Heavanly baings to the world. Nothing coul: e furinaer fro-
raality or distract ona's m{nd further from cold factol
workaday realities of life than an angel with gold platas zr a
gold books- The Latter-day-Saints will tell you a story whizn
to them is perfactly real, whatever the world T3y think ataut t.

But what about the struggles of this life, the cli=ning ang
striving, the developing streangth and character? It's very
exhilirating climbing ths ladder--but the nuastian to asx i3
which ladder are you going to climb? "well,” | say, "uha:

gifference dows it make as long 2s you develop your charazter?”
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1t nakes all the difference in thg world. What are the
qualities that make for success in the business world? Hard
wdri, dependability, sobriety, firmness, imagination, patisncs,
courage, Joyalty, discriaination, intelligence, parsistenca,
injenuity, dedication, cansacration, etc.~-you can adg to the list,
3ut these ares the samg qualitiss necessary to maks a successful
athleta, artist, soldier, bank robber, musician, international
jesal tnisef, soholar, nit man, spy, teacher, dancaer, authar,
oolitician, minister, smugqgler, con man, ganeral, explorery
chef, physician, engineer, builder, astronaut, scientist, godfather,
tnvantor.lgagain, You name {t. Too often thase attributes of
charactor%re:rasented as unlque to the businass world, putting a
stamp of glory on the man in the axecutivas suite.

You don't have to go into business to develop character,
on the contrary, consider statistics: There are a quarter of
38 7million millionaires {n the country--but how many first ratg
C37pasers or writers or artists or aven scientists--a tiny
hardful. 1t‘s a common placa {n church history that those
leagders and saints who have denfaed the Gifts became more depraved,
inteanserate and salf-deceived than others. As usual, tha Joox

b -£70% 72s the exaglanation for that--in the doramitass, They
Ny, osa ] 21 i

Ty 3832 guzlitiss, wondarful people. But ¢nay misdirectad
1E and made tnem all the more vicious. Alma found them to be the

=lC«adest people in the world. Me couldn't believe people coulag

De so aevil. Misdirected for what? “Because with al} their virtuss
they set their hearts upon riches.” He says hers (Alma 31:24fF)

- ] i
+ fan't stang jt, | cant look at it anymorae, it hurts, {t's too

nuch, take it away from me, how can paople be so wickaed?" Ma

s
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really goes into a four-star tizzie hera. This is what was

wrong--Alma 31:28:

"Jehold, 0 my Cod, their costly anoarel, and
their ringlets, and their bracelets, anc thejr
ornamants or gold, and all their precious things
which they are ornamanted with; and behold, theilr
hearts are set upon them, and yet they cry unto
thee and say--Wea thank thes, 0 Zo0d, for we are
a chosen peoplae unto thee, while others shall
perish."

"How can | dwell hare below in thae flesh to bahold such gross
wickadness"--that language is pretty strong. “3Sehold, 7 3oz,
they cry unto thee, and yet thelt hearts are swallowed uo in
thelir pride. They cry unto thee with their mouth.” Regmngnbear,
they went every once a week and theybore their testimony andg t-2,
were very strict in dress requlations and so forth ans so on. "oy

were brave and courageous and enterprising and prasaerous ans :..

those other things--but this was what was wrong: the '2n3 ye
(as Cleopatra says, I do not like 'and yet') “Thaey cry unto tr==
with their mouths while they are puffed up even to creatness, .:.n
the vain things of the worlo. 6ehold, 0 my Dod, theif costly
apparel, and their ringlets...and behold thel{r hearts are se?
upon them 3nd yat they cry unto tnee and say, '«e th2ax thee,
God , for we are 8 chosen people untc thae, aect.” at the sanra
tima. And that was what tne great crime was. Oon't try to
combine the two.

Hera we have a final powerful motive moving you algng--ft's
a wonderful thing to have except when you are moving in the wr3-
direction. Now like Acgam, it makes a difference unich lazzer vz

are climbing. Like Adam, we are sent to this eartn to go to

school to learn things by our own experience, to te tried ang



tasted and to seek ever greater light and knowledge. while we
are hers at school our room and board are all paid up by our
kind, indulgent Father. What are we to study? Are we to spend
all of our time at school studying how to get more and fancier
raon and board? That's a vote of low confidence in our kindly
penafactor--that's a cynical soct of thing to do. But than ]
ask myself, but isn't that part of the experience of 1ifa?" UWhy
ask me? Ask the ona who is paying the bills for us what He
intends us to study. Hae {3 most generous and explicit In nis
instructions, which are: The first commandment given to tha church
in thesa last days (D&C 6:7):

n5aek not for riches but for wisdom, and

behold, tha mysteries of God snall bs

unfaolded unto you, and then shall you be

ma<e rich. 3ehold, ha that hath aternal

life is rich.”
Ha--make you rich aftar all? He explains that: Hae who has
eternal 1ife is rich. That is the wealth He wants us to have.
«n2t's wrong with having both kinds? Again, don't ask ma. The
scriptures ace full of ancwers to that one. You cannot lay up
Lresaurss both on earth and {n heaven, you cannot live the
59¢3al and ze concernad with tne cares of this world. That's
«hat happened to the sower--he accepted the gospel, but the

caras of this world, and so forth. VYou cannot servs Cad and

-¥3amsn, you must hata the ons and love the other., The ricn man
cannot enter heavan except by a very special dispensation. You
cannct accept the Lord's invitation to His banquet...this {daa
of the trivial. Remenber the Lord said a man gave a banguet,

s feast, everything was all ready, and he wantad his friends to
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811 come and have fun. Ah! 3ut they had more inpartanit things
to do. The business of the world is more important, Grs of

them says, ‘Wwell, 1 bought soma land and I have to go inspect it,
another says, "Im looking over a few oxen and they are important,’
and anothar saysfl have a soclal oblination with this wadding |
have to go to=-and the Lord was angry with it all. “vou will
never get to my faast then. VYou must sither coma to my foast or
do your business.  If you think, well yes...

Sa many student have told me (hundreds of tines)"I would
like to study this, I would like to study that (music, astrcno=wy,
things lika that). But after all I have to do the important
things, the real things of life--I have to go out and rake maney.’
The Lord says, if you do that, you will navaer get to tne bannuet.
We are told tnhis in avery Gospsl, in the Doctrine and Covenants
and {n the Book of Mormon and in the Pearl of Zreat Orice.. .a
are told it again and again. Teke ng thought for what you
should eat, or what you should drink or what you should wear. ]
are clearly told what we should not be doing. “<ell, w«nat snouls
wa be doing (for heavan's aaka?)’ I'm gloa 1 askaed that,

The JDoctrine and Covenants repeatedly tells tha saints =ou
they should spend their time. "How's that?” as igam did. Tay |
remind you that Adam was finvited to work even before tne fFall.
what kind of work? “Go to, dress this garden, taxe good care of
it, have a good time, be happy and have joy--you and all the
other croaturos (thuy wora croatod wspecially to tave joy). *y,
my, what a time, the existencs (inaudible). vYeas, and work was

part of the fun, not work to make a living I must repeat. At tna?
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time tha earth prought forth spontanaously avery kind of delicious
food of which Adam was invited to partake frealy., He wantsd
aga® to wotk snd have 2 gocd tine. gut then came the fall, after
which A03m was instructed to get pack to that paradgsiacal
existence 8s soon 8s possible., Messengers baing sent to hia
with one gift after anothar--while Satan tried to decoy him into
a business deal. “iyhat are we instructed to do in our fallen
stato?“ The shartest and most concise sction of the D&C puts that
to us. Section 26: “Let yow time be gevotad to 1)the study of
the sctiptures, 2)preaching and confirming the chureh, J)performing
your labors on the lano. farming, church work, and study. Even
so, Acan was told to cultivate his garden, to do church work
among his children (which was most strenuous--remember he spent
many, »any years working among them, teaching the gospel to them=-
shaer despalr) and finally, to saek sver greater light and
kxnowl edge. wnich he doss, and which the Lord promisaes him {f he
asks for it.

whNen we have sufficiant for our needs, which is very sgon,
»s wa learn in 1 Timothy 6:15-11, “Having food and taiment lat us
be therawith contant.” But they who would have more, they that
will be rich fFall into temptation and a3 snare, snd into many
fooglisn and naraful 1u|c|."al| sorts of (Lnauﬂlble), which means
casires for things which they shouldn't have. This leads many
people astray. You don't nesd monsy--Have you any monay?” Sure,
sufficient for our needs. ‘Inat's all right, but we nead more.
You don't;you don't need more.

»8ll, back to this again, Then you 8re ready for the real

work, whan wa have sufficient for our nesds, 8nd thet is pretty
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sgon. I1f we gqet side tracked on supplying our needs tnhen we
are in real trouble (Tisothy tells us). se have heen CeIOoye:l
exactly as 5atan planned. 3ut stil]l we have to consider »uncare
things. [ keeo coming back to that, whatever you say adout it.
Cf course we do. Constder L1 Nephi 10 ff. Here the LorC Lestz-*
gifts on the peopls of such 2 sacred nature tt s fornigien tn
discuss them, but before He pgstows those nifts, ne Takes Sore
that their temporal congition {s taken care of. “Maye you 37y
that ate sick among you. or lame or bling of nalt or sai-e3d, Of
laprous, OT that are withered or that sre deaf or that are
afflicted in any nannet? 3ring then nither ana 1 will neal toe".’
Then ha cosmanded his disciples thst they should bring forih o2t
and wine unto Him. And when the wultitude hag eate- anl were
fillad, then He taught them about the sacrarent. Then 211 ce32.i2,
beginning with Nephi himself, went down into the water and w2re
baptizad--c€leanad up for a special meating with tne Lozl on the
next day--whan He wanted sverybody {n a perfect state s> e
could pagin His teaching. Hut all of their physical neecs EE ]
be taksn care of first--thuy werd. gut that s whore the - snel
bsqsns--that {s whare other activitius and. Cnce R N3va tresn
care of that part of it, once the people are all Fad ang ciotnes
and healasa of any afflictions anc cleaned up--w»ell, ft's 2ii
dona@. inhe work Ls dona. '¢hat do we do row, Sit around an3 be
pores? No--then the teaching begins. a}l this in presarat.od
for real teachings and manifestations that follow. Tne gifs of
the mysterlies far beyond the imagination.

The Lord recognized that taking care of physical sants 1s
the beginning of wisdom. fescing, haaling and cleaninj tne secol e

up is the first step. That leads up to the threshold of tne
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33scel, but as 1 s3y, with nost churches that is the whole story,
wot with us it i{s a miniwal requirement. Like the word of
visdom, They are given to the Neohites (we are told the Word
of Cisdom is given to us) 2s all temporal blsssings are--as
a fres gift. The soiritual feast which is to follow is slsc
s free qift. A&nd these are the £{fts that Moroni pleads with
us not to reject.

“5till, it makas me uncomfortable that everything should be
1ust given to us.” {Tverything is not glven unconditionally,
20t only some gifts. How is your health, for example? Yy health
is very qood--no aches, pains, disablliti{es, headaches, hangups,
blackouts, no chronic ills and all that. (The doctor asks me
shat every year and s 52 disanntointed when I s»ay no, no, no, no,
no. we figures | should have scne of those!) \o, why do you 2g9k?
.all, doesn't that maks yout 1i{fe very dull? These things are
taken care of without sny effort on your part. Does that easy
5200 healtn maks you Tesl uncomfortshle; lazy, quilty--how dull
¢3ir 11fe %ust be without achas and peins. The nnciants useo tho
sarg -ara»fcr work and toll as for pain and suffering. Yet you
don't suffar. You find good health boring--no, It is not so. So
ne have 8 paradox--the body serves us best when we are least
awnte of it. &nd so it s with money. This, of course, is the
saradox in the ook of Wormon. The people sre rightesous, they
set a lot of wealth, snd the sealth wakes them unrighteous. So
wa J0 oround in circles--is that the kay? No, It lsn’t that,
They are concerned with the wrong things,

Well, so we have the psradox: the body serves us best when

»
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we are least aware of {t, and so with money. <& have spme--bytl
to set our hearts on riches--that is what [t keeps harping 2.2,
st. The love of money is the root of all evil. That is 2
quotation from £noch which is quoted by Paul an3 {t is also
quoted in the Book of Mgrmon, {1 out that in an article in tre
Enoch series and it was struck out.) To set our hearts on
riches, is,in the 8ook of Yormwon, the ulti=ate disaster.
To return to the wonderful events of 111 Neohi, tne Lord fe:
the people miraculously, s He did on more than one occasion
in the New Testament., They were hungry and He asve tne~ food.
111 Nephi 205:9:
"Now, when the multitude had all eatem ang
drunk, behold, they were filled with the
Spirit; and they did cry out with ore
voice, and gave glory to Jesus, who- they
both saw and hesard.”
why this great outburst of rejoicing? Wadn't they aver eaten
bread and wine before? s sating bread and fish such & nowvelty
to them? No, it wasn't the gift, it was the hand of the giver.
They actually saw the hand of the giver. ~ind they botn s2w 372
heard.” They knew whers this comes fro~. So 2ne gives zlory
upon being raised from the sick bmd. Eventunllv, evervone
is bound to gst well, but the manner ol tha healing is the )or
in ft--the hand of the giver. The coxfort 2nd joy. The feelir:
of the powar and love that {s there. This is behind tnhe «hole
thing. In most passages of scripture where the cifts are
specifically mentioned (I have 2 list of all mentions af qifts
fn the scriptures hare), almost {nvarisbly there is a refererce ®
the power of GCod and the qrace of Cod. fGrace is { Y, it is

charity. These gifts are 31l free gifts anc of course ®oroni

a kAT T AT <
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ands on the theme of faith, hops and charity. If we don't have
thea we have nothing, and if we do hava them we have nothing to
worry about and we will not concern ourselves with these things.
~hat is a (inaudible), or even a faw more years of life or a
good harvest compared with the awareness of the love and power

of the giver.

In i
return for giving us everything--Cod asks only two

thin |
gs Jto recognize His gifts for what they are and not take

credit
to ourselves and say, “this is mine,""and now [ a
sk can

ye sa ought f ur va f bah ar w n 3?
Yy [+] Q yo sal 3, ar old [:] ] ot all (mqgar

Jo
wa not all depend on the same Seing, even God, for all the
sub
ubstance shich we have for both food and raiment, and for id
L] go
for '
silver, and for all the riches which we have of every kind?
nd?"

Notice, he Is speaking of temporal blassings here, of which we
actually earn nothing. None of us has so much as sarnad our
dwn kaep, as he says. "I say, if ye should serve Him with all your
whole souls yet ye would be unprofitable servdnts." That is

'
consuning more than we produce. Nobody can even pay his own
=2y hera. what is the second thing He reguires? That we should
not withold “is gifts to us from otherse-as if we had a special

rinht to tham. "dshold, all that he ranuirath of you {3 ta kes
-is comnandments.” What ara thay? We shguld not have a mind t:
injure ons anather but live peacefully. “ve shall not suffar your
children to j0 hungty or naked, you will succor those that stand
in naed, ya will adainister of your substance, ye will not suffar
that the baggar outteth up his petition to you f{n vain, saying

perha h T -
ps, this man ns Drouq t this on himself for baholgd are
'

wa not "
all beggars? well, perhaps, In a sansa, but soms more

)

T .
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than others? No, equallly, namely 100%. In the first place,

back to Benjamin nqain.“in the first olace He hath creztel yod

and granted you your lives, created you and kept anc presearvec

you, and doth preserve you from day to oay by lending you breatn.

Even supporting you from mnmnant to momant, and you 3te still

indebtad to Him and will ba for aver and avar. Theraefore, what

" -
have you to boast? We ars all beggars egual--1055, as far as
you €an go.

And that reminds us af another thing--it is all miraculous,

totally beyond our power of comprehension. 2efore the loaves ar:s

fishas there was the manna. Now you ramamber the nanna--2a

gift from heaven and some shrewd and far-sighted lsraelites triaz

to show their appreciation Dy going into busirass. ind the

manna rotted befors the day was over. They ware not alloasec to

noard it, {t was not negotiable, it was 3 gift of Sogd. Tha

airacle of the loaves and fishes was also tne miracle of our

daily bread , faor which the Lord has told us to pray to «imn.

Just as miraculous, following Xing 3anjamnin, as the loaves anl

fishas, ln it we acknowledge the nand af tne giver whenevar «@

qlve thanks, whanaver we glive the blessing wa acknoslelce the

nand of the giver. S8ut we still have tne attitude of the olc

Danish man in Sanpete, that Arothar Jensen useJd o tell abaut.

winat's a Fine catrot patch you and the Lord have there, 3rgtner

Petaersaon," "Yas, and you should have sean what it looked lixe

when the Lord was doing it alone."

wall, as long 38 we turn our minds to the thinns of this

world, wnich means just that, and think that we c3f nanzne thic g

pratty wsll for ourselves, we ara doomed--not only to frustratia®
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bat destruction. So say the prophets and now every newspaper
and magazine talls us that they are right. 1It's a poor time
to dedicate ourselves to that philosophy.

W4all, finally,“thare is no free lunch, says Korihor., *I[t
is all frea lunch: says XKing 3enjamin. | side with Kori{nor the
realist if lunch is the aim and purpose of life, than Korihor is
right, as he firnmly balieved. He said, when a man dies that is
the end thereaf. 3 VMarriot lunch {s the best thing you can hope
for in that world and so he's right.

dut since [ accept the gospel, that's out of the question.
Either we beliave that the lunch has been taken care of or we
are in for a long horrible contaest, both internal and external,
as to sho is going to get tha most.

Jell, it looks like the tima is up, the people are getting
more vigoraus. Let's call {t...should | loave on sossthing as
ngjative as this? You see this {s the thing that Toron{ is
telling us--this may seen extrene--and it is. It is utterly
fantastic, 3ut what {s the alternativa? What is tha othar?

i'n talling you. This i3 in tha 800k of Morman. This is tha
story, this is what hagpens. [t happened to the Jaredties, {t
happaned to us, and it will happen to any other people on the
continent that go the way wa do--if tnay set thaeir hearts on the
sa~e things. Here's a statement from tha next to last Newswasek.
it's a guotation from the governor of ths Federal Resarve Board,
wanty (. odash, soma of you nay hava sean It. He says, “"Our
economy is a form of fraud perpetrated by averybody on avarybody.
it is a world in which nobody keeps his word, Even {¢ you could

adjust perfectly for it, it would be a very unpleasant worlo.*
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That's your maximnizing of profits. So we are given tnat choice.

Sut, | say, "that is so extreme, can't you be realistic,” This

is being realistic--but you have to give it a try. 'se are

seaking for the wrong things, and we are never gaing to fing

them. Would you like some naws clippings and things like that?
No, not thet! So, If there are no qunstions,

] askad tha questions and | answered themn--not to my satis-

faction--there are more things.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Juestion: Alexander Solzhen{tsyn gave a talk about a year ago

and he {inaudiblae, something about &maricans) because they hava

become so imperislistic (imaudible). <What da you think of

(inaudiblae).

Answert This is the thema all the way through you sea. | leaft

out those papers for fear I would get started on that sort of a

theme hera. But, this is the whole thing. Jur plans will not

work. Taka no thought what you should wear--that will never wor«

{n this world (as it is). If you don't want to get inuolvad in

the neighoorhood brawl, thern's only one thinn you can do--move

out of the neighborhood. And we refuse to do that. da stay in

the neighoorhood and we're uoset because we choose sides and have

to get {n these neighborhood brawls, and they're both wronj.
Satan's masterpiece of counterfeiting is the doctrine that

there are only two choices and he will show us what thay arae.

[t {s trus that thore ara only two waya, but by gpolnting ys the

way he wants us to take and then showing us a fork in that roaa?)

he convinces us that we are making the vital choice, whaen actually
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w8 are choosing between branches {n his road. Which one we taka

h id. T i
nakes little difference to him, for both lead to destructian. This without supernatural aid. %o, of course not. Tnat's wnhera it

comas in. The whole thin . ' a s .
is the oolarization we find in our world today. Thus, we have to ing is supernatural That's tne oart anece

|
I
|

chonse between Shiz and Coriantumr--which all Jaredites wera ’

you won't believe me, where nobody will believa ma. 3ut it is
) on 8 aupernatural plane. That ch ; n
obliged to make. Ve hava the choice batween the wicked Lamanites e P €hanqes evarything, of course.

. The argument than ceasas,. el | i
(837G they wera that) and tne equally wicked (Yormon said more 9 s de are deding in absolutes there.

That's just where the in. ¢ ig Corips
«icksd) Neshites. Or between the fleshpots of Eqypt and ths stews Ju Gospel comes in Consider the stories of

. all the great patriarch ad a : ;
of 3abylon. Or batween the land pirate and the sea pirates of 1 s P s+ Adam, Lnoch, abranas, voan, jared,

Ether, Moses ijan ajian A . A i f
the world war, or batween whits suoramacy and black supremacy, or ' » Elijan, Isaian, Leni, aima All are the stories o

d s fa h 3
between Yietnam and Cambodla, or between bushwhacksrs and jay lndtvidual ced with a problen contending agalnst tns whole

orld--a wor in id ira.
hawxers, or batwseen China and Russia, or between Catholic and w world in rapid declina

. ' wh n : ; ine catajil~
Jrotestant, or betwsen fundamentalist 21d athaist, or betwesen Why are these storles told to us in such hacrrowing catailn

. You think th , is is i Uni
riznt ang left--all of which are true rivals, hata sach othar. ou think thay dan't apply? You see, this is it. %ou tais

' cro i i i --
A very claver move of Satan. & subtlety that escapas us most of ross polarization is a very effactive means of destruction

h . PR
tne tina. So I ask an LDS, what is your position frankly (I'd as tha Romans knew, divide and conquer. The agans of gaining

like to take a votr here) regarding the marits of cigaraettes vs. power and leadarshio. So we have always been told you ogst

join th t f i i - e -
Jioes? “nich do you take? Or wnlskey vs. bourbon, or wine vs. Joi 8 action Lo fight against communisn, or you Just accent i

he a shi i b i e i
Usur, or heroln va, L3D. It should bo apparent that you teska no t leadership af Yoscos to fight 7ascisn, or YOu 2usi Jain

Parsi in E] E i i Ty ' . Lo
sldes. 3y lts nature (t simply does not concern you. It ia ersia against 3oma (or ome against Persia). inat's tne itn

) century. QJr in Wor War oi b H
simoly mezningless as far as your 1ife is concerned. “What, ara ury. v 1d War 1, you must pin the 3llies or tne

. contral powsr. Whi N i & 11, SOl men
you not willing to stand up and be counted?” No, | am not. Tha powy ile all tne time thers 1s only one rail cuoice

b a c i i s : .-
saints took no sides in that most passionately partisan of wars, stwaen accapting the gifts of Sod for what they are 3n wis ter-:

and going di i i -
the Civil war, and they nesver ragretted it, going directly to Him and asking for whatever you neez, or

t { , " f
snat then af the choice batween entering into divisions, seaking the unclean gift, as it is called, of pawar 3ng cain.

. Ramamber, Yoroni end ing is:" : i 53
schaals, controversies, contentions, vanitiss, or avolding tham? P L ends saying this: Deny nat tha qifts of 721,

H
ay n i / .
40w can you avoid them? A4s | say, to avold thase neighoorhood lay not your hand upon the unclean gift"(ne's tal«ing 2000t the

filth 5 i
fights, you must move out of the neighborhood. We can't do that ilthy lucre and so forth). 5o that's the choica I think ae
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Nave. o yony think that's 3 practical solutfgn? Wall, many of

us have had thg door banged {n oyr face for that very re

ason,
because "vgy o8ople are nytsi»

811 right, so I'm Auts--there's
nothing tog 8fgue about in that case, is there? 3 leave us not
argue,

:uestion; Are we supposed to b® seeking tryth and light?
insier: vas,

Tuestign: Jut I haye to pay tuition to attend your lectures.

‘nsaser; iell, you didn't haye to oay tuition to get here--

I know negple here that gidn'y o8y tuition (luughter). No,

that's so, this {g an (lneudible) institution,

you touched right

9" the point thara. We shouldn't have to pay. at the ideal

university the thing {s Suphosed tp ba suppl{ed.

This s suaposed to be what they call a liberal education beacause

it is not. the work of the worlg You are dealing with, You are

dealing_yitﬁ tyoes and mocels and concepts ang things 1like that,

The other things can ba gyt off for now,.but the liberal sducation

{s that wnjch is liberaljs--j¢ i not a trade 8chool. Thers ars
olher tracae schools, and therae are fing onaes, but this {3 not the

trade schrag],

¥all, should our wholg 8conomy be this other sort of thing?

x9ll the funny thing 1s that there are pesople {n gur society,
thera »rg 39m8, [ can think gf SOma, that tryat the Lord ang He

nNaver lats thew down,

There arg some, you'd be surpriged,

Jut of course the idea of paying tuition, wa'rg into it up
to our nacks horsg,

This {s ltrictly 3 busingass instltutlon. as

YOou know., 3yt you'rg in it. *Come gut of hery on,

my people.”
This (s 3aobylon, "Cone out of her,

oh my pesople and partake

I

You're not here...

S s—

f you a3 Lot
f het plaq es i
ns--partake o

not of her si

"

hignh pgrice for
chance and we pa3y a
de're willing to take that

. the ifts? The visions 27d tlsxrles o ol
g
it too Yhere are

jigit tha2 eariv,” 2n
coning to visit ?
: nd angels ars
are returning a

LE] DetiLun
11 that sort of thing. 4ell, we do hava healing, | e
a 3 o
i i sted in othar
sarnastly for that. Nobody is much intere
we pray o
. nat they iz2-t,
ifts, they don't particularly care about that .
g ' . 30t 11l
They'd much sooner settle for the casn V] )
e e think we're
hard for {t." And all that sort of thing. e
work har .
so idealistic.
: fights.}
Cuestion: (Somsthing about the nefghbornooad 3
. han once i~
done that more t
k some of us have
Answer: Yes, I thin
our lives.

Question: (insudible) e
Answer: Well, sgain, you don't have to wait for ] "
tell you ;vsrythlnq to do. 3lemembar, this is another co
fven us, You approach the Lotd directly as far as that ?ae:;~
:ord says, "Trouble me no more abgut these mat:ers.t{tjsijs;;
sand Joseoh says, "trouble m8 no more aboutl thase ﬂa.‘a; ' .
his followers. He says the people are to usa thair Ji,gt: ‘;,-”?v
He says the pseople are relying toa much on ths Dronﬁp"an ;Hn
they are darkening their minds. This is one of the things the
Genaral Authoritiss are bothared by, They can't hav: nea:\: .
. hey hanc

running with aevery petty parsonal oroblem to the

; 293le insis:
to lowaer schelon and so forth, even so,some ne
gown
ht to the
h have to go right to the top of the church, rigq
o ~2ndle all
d of the church, as If President Kinball could -2
head o

nandla ther
hings personally, as if he waers suoposed to
these thing




