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Hugh Njibley--Gifts
mARCH 13, 1974

Well, T acceoted this call because there were saome things
that I wanted to settle in my own mind and [ started asking
quastions and got into a heated debats with myself. That's
what this will follow.

And so we begin with question number one. {Don't bother to
mark down the questions~-thay go fast). Hers it goes. " what are
the principle issues,” ! ask myself (not knowing anything about
these subjects) "what are the principle issues in political
science today?" The sconomy and defense--how to have-a prosperous
nation and a secure one. "What can I say about that?" Nothing
significant. "Why not?" Because | don't know engugh. “"Who
does?" 1 don't know. "Have | mada the effort to find out?" vYes,
we get two newspapers and four news magazines and listen to T.V.
Panels, and the experts, especially the economists (anluding
Vobel Laureates) can't seem tg agree on anything. "0a you think
the situation is hopeless?" Yes, their's {s hopeless. "But is
there any hoga in signt?" Indeed thare {s. (This {s a very
optimistic talk from now on.)

I call attention oarticularly to the Sook of ﬁBrmon--this
I consider the handbook for our times--as tha author intended
it to be. “"Isn't the author a bit out of date?" No, he (s a
living prophet. "what do you mean by that?" Just what [ say.
The man {s Yoroni, he was a living, resurrected being when he
gave that big dossier to Joseph Smith, he is still living, and
at some future time he-is going to be active on the earth again,

(2s we are told in the 27th section of tha D&C). "But isn't ths

n

story he tells ancient history?" Consider his visit to Josegh
Smith as described. He, Joseph, described “oroni's person ang
the manner and nature of his arrival and his departure in
clinical detail, very concrets. It was a real visit. Aand since
the angel repeatsd his laessen Four times in gne night, and then
once a year, the same night (winter equinox) for the ensuing four
years, Joseph is esble to record exactly what the message was--
it consisted entirely of quotations frem earlier writers, earlier
proohets, earlier visitors to the earth. It was sort of a
pastiche of messages. Jospahsays he commenced by cuoting the
prophsciss of the 0ld Testament. Then he gives a long list of
passages. He changed some, othsrs word Ffor word as they are
given in the King James, in fact Moroni's message is simply a
long list of these Bible quotations. (well, so i{s the 3Jible
itself.) But he quotes all of that stuff because it's going to
be relevant. The haavenly masssnger undates everything tnat has
gone before without aver losing sight of it. He's putting it al}l
together--he says hae's doing it. "This is nou about to be
fulfilled, you've been looking farward to this, this has been
fulfilled, this is where we stand now, with reference to these
things." 5o we'll take Moroni as our guide.

"Would you say that praesaent day, living propohets susercede
him?" No, not anymore than they compefe with him. we's as
alive as they are. Notice that the scriptures are naver ogutlatec
here. Mgron{ s nuoting prophasi{as thousands of years old necayes
those prophecies were still in effect, and in some cases as in
verses 40 and 41 in Joseph's writing, were about to be at last
fulfilled. Nothing could be more pertinent that that message.

He was bringing Joseph up to dats.
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"Well how about other angels?" Exactly the sams.for the
dispensation of the meridian of time was usherad in by an angel
who first appeared to a priest in the temple, talked to him all
morning, quoting ancient scriptures. 4nd then the same angel,
from the prasence of God, went to Mary at her house and repeated
other ancient scriptures which were about to be realized in her.
Jut the most significant example is that of the Lorog himself,
who after his resurraction camg to instruct the apostles--and we
are told in the last chapter of Luke, the beginning et Moses and
2ll the proohets he expoundad unto them, in all the scriptures,
things coancarning himself. Then opened He thelr understanding,
that they might understand the scriotures. Just as heg had
conranded the Nephites always to search the scriptures and add
their own careful records to them and after that He axpounded to
them all of the scripture which they had received and said unto
tham, "3ehold other scriptures. [ would that ye should write that
that ye have not*, whereupon He proceedsd to dictate the words
of Yalachi to them. Than he called them to bring forth the
fecords anc He cast His eys upon tham and proceedsd to point out
some imoportant omissions (the story of Samuel the Lamanite among
then). In thesa important cases natice the hegavanly mgssengaes,
including the resurrected Lord himself, do not waive the old
written record. Thay don't say, "The ipsa dixit is hare himself,
now we can forget about the old musty records and sg fgrth."
They stick right to them-~though the living Lord Himself is there
(inagine that). If you oray for an angel to visit you, you know
what he'll do if he comes. He'll just quote the scriptures to

Yyou--s0 you're wasting your time. (laughter) I'm quits serious

about that.
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"Wall, does that mean we give the written records priority
over the living word?™ No, of course not. MHeavenly visitors and
the Holy Ghost must take charge. Tha written record is their
text and they expound upon it. "Why do they have to have 2
text?" BSecause it is always with us. Raemenber that after Ha
had expounded everything concerning Himself to the Nephites,

He said, "I want you to write this down because I'm not always
going to be with you--you'll always have this to go by." 3ut
He's not going to leave us on tha straength of the text itself--
it must be read when moved upon by the Holy Chost.

"But who's to interpret it, do ! have a right to interpret
the scripturaes as much as anyone slse?" Of course. VYou may
remember that the wars of the Reformation were fought on that
issus--does ths ordinary person have the right to read the
scriptures. We regard that as a definite step forward in the
Lord's work on the earth, and in the church every individual is

commanded to read the scriptures for himself., OFf course tnhe
story of the Last Dispensation begins witnh the przphet Joseanh,
as a young boy, reading the scriptures very wuch for himsalf,

putting the most literal interpretation on them, belonging 'z

no church at the time, without asking for anybody's permnission--
so we do that., As far as official interpretation of the scrio-
tures, remembar, the tatter-day-Saints scoff at the icea that one
must study soecial courses and get a special degres-=-"training
for the minlstry”--and thus interpret the 2ible for others.
Joseph Smith noted many times that interpretars of the scriotures
1ike William W. Phelps and fredrick G. Williams read the

i h
scripturss quite differently than him, but he didn't order ther
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to change or anything like that. He 82ys you try to use reason
and testimony--but that's ajl you can do. The brethrsn are
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instructed to stick to the scriptures and all their teachings and
no man's opinion {s worth a darn. Teach nothing that you cannot
prove by the scripturses.

Well, why all the fuss about the scriptures? Because I
intend to take Yoraoni as my guide to the prasent world situation,
“ny him? Moroni and his father are the principal, definitive
ejitors of the dook of Mormon. They not only compiled and edited,
thay've gone through and gicked out things they feal will be
important for us, then they evaluate that and apply it to us and
explain sverything to us., What a marvelous thing to have it al}
summed up for us by the principal actors in this thing. And
both of them are concerned with two things (bath Moroai and his
father), the questions with which we benan. The questions of
prosperity and security. The great inseparably related issues of
wgalth and war.

"Does Moroni give specific advise to us?" Most emphatically!

~is great closing narration is this--he repeats it again and again--

2n inpassioned appeal to us: Do not deny the gifts of God.
"shat 9ifts? ‘Who would want to deny theam? Why?" QCna

Juestion at a time. The 9ifts are spiritual and they are
temporal, but in fact they are inseparable. A temporal gift is
in one dimension spiritual. They are listed in the scriptures.
“leass recall vary Guickly the spiritual gifts--you know tham--
Lo know that Jesus Christ is the Son of Sod. That is ons of tha
Jifts given to some. To othars it is given to believe on their

words, to some to know the difference of administration, to same

(s TN
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to know the diversity of operations, to others the Jord of
Wisdom, to othars the Word of Knowledge, te some to oroghesy, to
some the working of miracles, to some the discerment of soirits..
there is a long list hare of these spiritual gifts given to us,
by the Lord--which are gifts, of coursa. e can't ¢ig tham yo
for ourselves or anything else. He gives them, and e says Ye
gives them. Wa must ask with real intent and with an honest
heart. You can have them--any gift. A&nd there is a nice
protective clause written in thera--if you're not susoased %o
have it, what you are worthyuf, what is benmeficial or expedignt--
you shall have that. (Since we are left tg our own wiscom we may
ask for very foolish things.) But all these things are avaiabla--
all we need to do is ask. But you must ask for it, and of course
if you ask not you receive not. The gifts are not in evizence
today, except one gift, which you notice thae people ask far--the
gift of healing. They ask with honest intent and with sircere
hearts and we really have that gift. Because we are desnarate anrc
nobody aelse can helo us, then we really ask with sincere heartse
of our Lord.

8ut as for these other gifts--how aften do we ask for the-7

How earnestly do we seek for them? ‘e could nave thex if w8 cic 25«

but we don't. "Well, who denies them?" inyone who doesn't ask
For them--they are available to all for the asking, but ome must
ask with an honest heart, sinceraly.

"J0 people prefer taemporal Qifts today?" Now that'sg a
strangs thing. People don't want them either. “w4hat are the

temporal gifts?" Anything you could possible ask for in order to

3 o N . 2 St
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get alang in the world. "Peapls don't want them?" No, not as
gifts~-they are proud and don't want to accept a dole. (I'm
arguing with myself here) "Isn't that rather admirable?" It
looks that way. Their hearts are really set on these things--thay
want to have thew but thay want to sarn them fair and square and
to be beholden to no one for them. They want to say 'this is
"i~e beczuse I earned it'. No ons has a right to a gift--no one
€27 4o ta the giver and demand it as somathing he has earned.
«hat is owed you, you don't recsive as a present but as your dus.
In our Anglo-Saxon ethic we Jjust don't like the idea of having
to depend upon anyone else--we must bs independent bafore all
things. 4ell, I say, "What's wrong with that?" | 3nswer, we
think we are being realistic about it, but are we? 1Independent of
“hat? Of God? Of our feliow man? QFf nature?

"a4hat {s the issues hare? You sald the gcondmists don't agreae
on 2anything, do you expect to come up with a definitive answer?"
The issue (s the sCrintures. This would not bae my answer {n a
million years but it kaeps throwing {t at me and I can't g8t away
from {t. Thay ssoak out loud 2nd claar--so oersistently and
urgently on the subject--do not deny the gifts. Everything you
have is a gift, everything. You hava sarned nothing. Thare is
no ccacern for prosparity and survival where the gospel is
concerned. Everything we could possibly neead for survival is
Siven us at the outset as a fres gift.

"3ut surely Jod expects us to work?" OFf course Ha does,

Sut we kesp thinking of one kind of work and He wants us to think
of another. "Plazse explain,” (says the wise guy). "Willingly,»

¢33ys the astute informant).

A

~B-

Let us begin our story with Adan. Xow the anticuity of the
story can be affirmed by a large number of early apocryshal gz~
writings which have been unearthed in recent years--just as lots
of things have been turning up recently to change all our jideas
about astronomy and so forth and to confirm the ldeas of Cinstaein
(whoss birthday we celebrate tomorrow) in the same way. Aan
awful lot of documents are pouring out to confirm things that e
all know. What [ am saying here is not stolen from any LOJS
protocol, but it can be confirmed from direct sources which are
nNow quite abundant.

Adam came down to earth. [t is an earth fully-equippes? for
his support and delight. ‘We have made for you this earth ana
have placed upon it averything you could possibly need.' Every
imagimatile tyoe of fruit and herb you could possibly iragine
growing spontaneaously, of which he may partake freely., Aal} a
gift. The earth was creatad for him. And we have plante:z a
garden already for you--all you have to do is taks note of |{t,
And everything is for the taking. Thers is ons gift, ngaaver,
which {s withheld from Adam: the fruit of the tree of zoog anz
evil. Now into this world, most glorious ang beautiful, «ith
everything supplied, he comas. And than cones sonebody elss.

And his first act {s to offaer Adam angd Zve, he's been lving in
wait for them as a matter of fact. That's uhat the worg __;__
actually msans, it means the one who lies in wait, who lurks
in ambush, waiting--he was there first,waiting, A&nd sa...the
First act is to offer to Adam and Eve the one gift which has
bean forbidden them, And for acting out of

order, the stranger {no longer a stranger), is denounced and
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cursed. Ha had given the fryit to Adam and Zve; it was not
his orerogative to do so--regardless of what has bean done in

other worlds. ihen the time comes for such Fruit it will be

given us legitimately. He was acting out of order, so meddled

by this rebuke and the curse he flares up in his pride ang announcés

what his program for the economic and political order of the naw
world is going to be. Heg will take the resources of ths earth
and with preclous matals as a megium of exchange he will buy
up military and naval might, or rather thase who control it, and
so will govern the earth--for he is the prince of this world. He
doas rule, he is. Here at the outset is the clearest possible
statenent of gur military-industtial comolex ruling the sarth
with viglence and ruin., 3Jut 38S we are told this cannot lead to
anything but war becauss it has bean programmed to do that. It
%238 conceived {n the mind of Sitan in hi determination, we are
told in tha 3Jgok of “ormon, to dastroy the world. The wholea
ouroose of the srogram is to produce blood and horror on this
ezarth,

Acam [s cast out of thg garden now, and he is consigned to
3 new life. The first person he meats in the new world is
already looking hin us, he is waiting for him, and {t is the
same person that looked him up in the garden. Ha has coms to
dam with a deal. He announces that the earth is his property
from one end to the othar and that he rules and stands for no
nonsense., He asks what Adam wants; ha asks him two timas, what
is it you want? He will supply any gifts forthcoming {n this

world--but at a prics. When Adam says what he regally wants is

more light and knowledge, Satan offars to provide that and after

A
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some dicksring hires a preacher to do the instructing. Wwhen the
real praachers, whom God has proposed, arrive {sometimes called
the Three Strangers, the Three Visitors, sometimes the A&ngel
michael--it is different ones in different versions but it is a
vary close story), 3atan challenges them as traspassers who have
tried to take ovar his splendid property. They come to jive
Adam priceless gifts, Satan asks them if they have any woney,
not just pocket changae, but hiq money--they can have anvihing for
that in this world. Adam poignantly observes, as Peter does to
Simon Magnus later--he enters the picture later on when he says
to Simon YMagnus that the gifts of Cod are not negotiable. In
Acts B:120, “Thy money perish with thee because thou hast thouzht
that the gifts of God may be purchased with money." VYou cannot
buy these gi{fts, they are not negotiable, yzu cannot use them in
business. Well, Adam refuses Satan's offer and Satan discusses
contracts with the minister. This {s the false horse, a conic
character in very early Egyptian temple cer2mony. A4nd 3Satan
inajists that he is true to his business agreerants, which he is,
he {s all business.But having fafled to sell 3dan he later goes 2
his son Cain. Ha offars to make a contract with hin ant tells
him how to get possession of nis brotner's wealth in return for
Cain's help in organizing his work in the world. C(ain loves
the fidsa, hs loves Satan more than Sed. And he makes the fanous
pact with the Jevil (which goes down through the literature).

Satan gives him a special course to maxe him prosserous in
all things: tha Tahan technlque, the great sacrat of canverting
lifs into property. Later Lamech graduates with the sane degrea--

Master Mahan, Master of this great secret. He glories in what
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he h
3s done, it becomes the normal world economy. Nearly all

the posterity of Adam, wae are told, entared into business and

all Ada=m and Eve could do about it was to mourn before the Lord
tveryona went off following the Cainites. And Cain did it all
’

we are told, "for the sake of catting gain.” He was not ashamed
- 1]

he glicried in what he had done, he said;I am free, now, the
¥

prooerty falls into my hands--my brother's flocks.”

“ell, Maroni picks it up at this point. The order of Cain

tarries right over into the Baok of Marmon. These passages |

should really read. Thgse are really good, I think they are

pertinent--like something I just cut out of the paper today
L4

in fact. Let’s start out with €ther 9:11, “Now the peaole of

Akls? ware desirous for gain, even as Aklish was desirous for

power; wherefore, the sonms of Akjsh did offer tham monay, by
r

«hich heans thay drew away the more part of tha people after

them.” Adkish got electad becausa has offered thes people monay.

e wanted power and they wanted gain and they mada a barqgain

The rafecon
8nce 1 have here{s this: 4 poll shows that 857 of this

7/A3F's cantested Senate races ware predicted byé”“Lfd So you can

Suy that sort of thing as Akish did. People got their money and
“kish got his power. "and it cama to pass that they did agres

witnh Akish anc akish did administer tha oaths untg them which
were given by tham of old who also sought power--which had bean

handed down evan from Cain.” (Ether 8:15),

50 hare Mgroni is picking uo the story--it comes from Cain's

tima-- "who was a murderar from the beginn{ng.” And then wa go

on, he talks about that and then it carries on in Helaman 6:26

I
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whers we get an interesting discussion. It is important here
because this tells us how {t leads directly and necessarily to

war.

"Now behold, those secret oaths and covenants ¢id not co-ve
forth unto Gadianton from the records which were deliveraed unto
Heldman; but bahold, thay warae put into the heart of Tadianton’ by
that samne being who did entice our first parents to partake of tne
forbidden fruit--

"Yea, that same being who did plot with Zain, that if he
would murder his brother Abel it should not be knowun unto tne
world. And he did plot with Cain and his followers fror that
timeg forth.

*And also {t is that same being who put it into the hearts
of the people to build a towsr #ufficiently high tnat they mnijnt
get to heaven. And it was that same being who led on the gecole
who came from that tower into this land; who soreaos the works of
darknass and abominations over all the face of the land, until
he dragged the peoole down to an entire destructicr, 2-2 to en
evarlasting hell.

"Yga, it is that same being who out it into the heart of
fadianton to still carry on the work of darkness, and of secretl
murder; and he has brought it forth from the bejinning cf =an
even down to this tina.

"ang behold, it is he who is the author of all sin. 2302
behold, he doth carry on his works of darkness and secret murder,
and doth nhand down their plots, and their oaths, and their cover~a~is,
and their plans of awful wickedness from ceneration to generaticH
according as he can get hold upon the hearts of the cnildren of
men .

"and now behold, he had got great hold uoon tha hearts of thnz
Nephites; yea, insomuch that thay had become exceedingly wickez:
yea, tha more part of them had turned out of the wav of riznt-
teousnass, and did trample under thoir fuatl tha coansndseals of
So0d, and did turn unto their ocwn ways, and did builc up unto
themselves idols of their gold and thuir silwver.”

i
2
4]

And all this happened in the space of not many years.
the result of that--in the next chapter he {Neohi) tells us:

"3ut behold, it is to get gain, to be priis==d of men, yea, and
that ys might get gold and siiver. And ye have set your h=arts
upon the riches and tbe vain things of this world, for the wnicn
ye do murder, and plunder, and steal, and bear false witness
against your neighbor, and do all manner of iniquity.

"4nd for this cause wo shall comn unto you axcept ye stall
repant. For i{f ye will not renent, behold, this qreat city, ar:z
also all those great cities which ars round aboul, uwhich are in
the land of our possession, shall be taken away that ye shalil
have no place in them;for behald, the Locd will not grant untc
you strength, as he has hitherto.cone, to withstand against ycour
enemias."
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For this cause directly--that they had set their hearts on thse
ecanomy~--this is 3n interesting thing: it is not which economy.
Ie~enber what 3a=uel the Lamanite said--you're trouble is that you
alx2ys think of your riches--for that reason, he says, you are
2oing to lose tham., ™If you do that you will lose them--they
Aill.DSCDﬂS slippery that you cannot hold them.”" You have no
control over the stock market at all, ths more closely you watch
it tne more that escapes (inaudible)}. Well, we won't follow that
uo, %e'll leave it to the economics people.

How this motive leads to war can be illustrated by Alma
53, the beginning of the great 14 years war. That eofsode begins
xith a3 post war boom. (very well described in Alma 45). The
next phase of the war anded after one very well dascribed in the
sixth chapter of IIl Neohi. This describes the rebuilding
2f the ci{ties and the repairs, the big contracts, building of
r32ds betwaen the towns, bustling {ntercoastal trade, all the
rest of it baing extremsly profitable. And as a result of this
Linnandaud poidt-war ooom, ha talls ua in varaas 10-14 jts
“a-<orallzing effnct. And than the stroke of doom. Now the causs
2¢ their widkedness was this, Satan (right back to the Garden
acain) had put it in their hearts to tempt them to saek after
oowar, authority and riches. This was their undoing.

vell, back to the Alma version now. After the post-war
523™, Halamnan, as the head of tha church, is alarmed. He sees
how this {8 leading peonle to sut thulr huarts on richus,

“Therefore, Helamnan and his braethren went
forth to establisnh the church again in all

I

“14-

the land, ysa, in every city throughout all the

land which was possassed by the people of “echi.
And it came to pass that they cid apoonint criests
and teachsrs throughout 2ll th2 l2n2, over 211
the churches.”

He tried to do somnsthing ahoul it and inzsri=2taly t-=
of those whom he rebukes flairs up against hin, They propose zn
action program. AJuite a dangerous one. Zeing closely xait,
interested families, they begin to organize an orcosition party

and that is taken gver by a man of considerable genius, who is

capable of ths unscrupulous; Amalikiah, who organized the coalitiz-,

And the coalition consisted of these peoole, in this orcer: firs:
the rich, then ambjitious judges sesking for power and office
(including lawyers) {laughter), thirdly, some menders of the
church who didn't know any bettsr. {More laughter). That's

Alma 46:6,7 if you want to look it up--I could read these anc it
would ba much moré interasting because dlvma knows how to out it.
Fourth, aspiring businessmen and officials--mercnants, lawyers
and officers. People distinguished by rank accordirgy to their
ricnes and thair chances For laacrning. (Paner Chase.) (Lauvzhter.’
Fifth, important families, those judges had nany fris~ss and
kinsmen and almost all the lawyers and high prissts united in

the interests of those judges--the unper-crust--tney stuck
togsther, Sixth, those professing the blood of nobility, anz
mentioned it quite often. Seventh, those who were in the favar

of kings, (those of high birth), they sought to be kings ang
they supported those who sought power and suthority over the

people. The same theme is found in [I] “ephi later on.
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“hat we have here js perfectly clear--the familiar economy we

are 21l familiar with and the obsession with that economy. Thay

were deternined to defend their economic interests and privileges

2y forcae, and it leads tham right into the great war,

wall, continuing our story now, very fittingly, Amalickiah's

oeoole are designated by the overall name of King-men. From the

First, their tendency, we are told right i{n the opening varss,

their tendency was to violence:

"&nd it camne to p2ss that as many as would not
hearken to the words of Helaman and his trethren
were gathered together 3gainst thelr brethren.n

"and now behold, they wsre exceeding wroth, insomuch
that they were datarmined to slay them,»

Intemperant ang self-righteous like Laman and Lemuel. That's

why amalickiah was able to advance his intesrests among them by

"szthering together a wonderfully (fnaubible)" 41l sort of

mixed interests. Time and again he threatensd the peace and

vary axistence of thg Nesnhite statas, constantly entreating the

L2nanites and explaring goportunities, using their DOwAT to his

2dvantage. Thus ha went over with a host to stip Ud the Lamanites

L2 anger against his gwn peonle. And caused them to coma to

battle against them, He wAsS 2 raal war monqger. He was opposad

21 every turn by TQroni, whoss sole object was to keep peace with

the Lamnanites (46:31), and among his own people (46:37). moroni

w25 supoorted by the natjion 3s 23 whole, not a peculiar party,

ictually the King-men sesm to havag besn quite a small qgroup,

79r8ly an elemant of Analickiah's coalition--they began to use

both terms freely, though. The rast of the psople were referred

to simply as the paople of liberty, who, {n a free election, put

,\

3
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the King-men to silence (these are not formal titles as yet, tnev
merely serve to distinguish two main tendencies of interest).

When Moroni{ by his Title of Liberty called attention to the
sarious threat posed to freedom by the militant opnosition,

who were actually in arms, behold thae p2ople cana running togethre:
with their armor and so forth. Yoroni comoares them uith the
foreign outcast remnant of Joseph rather then a mignty army.

In Moroni's history internal and external security are insecaraz.+
comingled with the conflict of economnic and party inmterest (nui:z=

a pieture).

The fiction has been diligently cultivated that “oranmi o0 =2-:.s

Thosa put to dsath wsrz

ol

¥}

occasion put all the pacifists to death.
fused + . ¢ mas

those who haJT;K t;ke up arms to defend their country but

taken up arms to attack it, and who were on their way to jain

: . ne-
the enemy across the border, who were glad in their h-arts ahe

W

irse

they heard that thae Lamanites were coming down to battle a

3]

R, -
their country; who ware dissanters to the anmemy. Sacifists

They were all members of Amalickiah's ar-ny, armed to tnsir teetn
on their way to joln the enemy when “aroni caunht the=w., 3An:
whosoever of the Amalickiahites that would not snter into tre
covenant, he caused to be put to death, anz they were but feu..
Armed violence, not pacifism, had been their orogra=n fron tne

We can sum up the issue by referring to Alma S1:17:

beginning.

" i mg to oass that Yoroni commanded that .
:?: ;gn;ashould no against thosa kin?-ﬂen, :? i:;:
down thelr pridae and their noblll}y and leya : I
with the earth, or thay should take up arwms an
support the causs of liberty."

You see it was a coalition of the important people, the perszns

KNS




-17~

zho lifted the sword to fight against Moroni--it was a battle,
it was not an execution. They were in open battle and if you
haz arms in your hands and were fighting, then if you didn't

lay them down, if you didn't surrender (as in any war), you had
to suffer the conseguences. Insomuch as they were lifting up
weapons of war to fight against Moroni, they were hewn down.

ing those of their leadsrs who were not slain in battle, wsre
taken and cast into prison. The remainder yielded to the
standard of liberty. It was a pitch battle, not an execution.
4nd in 3 later battle the men of Pachus receivad their trial
according to the law, yea those king-msn who would not taks up
arms {n defanse of their country, but would fight against it, were
out to death. They were actually, again, fighting against it.
They were all fighting men taken with weapons in their hands and
refusing to give them up. well, the freemen, it is interesting
in 211 of this, this title first appaars only in the late stages
of the war as defenders of Pahoran, the lagitimately elected
jucge. They took to themselves a nama and a2 covenant. The man
tney suooorted, the {ncumbent chief judge won tha election,
altnough he was later driven from office. 3ut {n the
correspondence between them, both Moroni and Pahoran refer to
the freemen simply as "their psople”--it could be a group of

snecial oeople with them or just their side in general--the most

Gacicated, or more dedicated of tha Nephites. Moronl refars to |
his brave soldiers holding a8 sector of frontas "part of my H
freamen". And Pahoran refers to aart of his supporters as

freemen and reports that those now in power have"daunted my

>
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freemsn, that they have not come to you." In all these instances,
they (the fraeman) may represent a more dedicated part of the
Nephites or just the Nephites in gensral. 3ut what they stocd
for, freedom, homes, country and so forth, are the cliches that
both sides in every war fight for. And perfectly justified ancg
sincers. When the fighting starts you have to defend. This {s
the way it is rigged. Specifically, we are told what they were
against and why they wem (inaudible), which coule only be calleg
a coalition of vested interests which aimed at ceasing the
governmant, and occassionally succeeded. Aand when they 3sia,
they legislated for their own sweat interests, and with the
inevitable result, we are told, of war and contentions.

"And thus they did obtain the sole management
of the government, insomuch that they diz
trample under their feet and saite anc rend
and turn their backs upon the poor and the
maek, and the humble followsrs of God.”

“They did obtain", this is the, remember, a para-military
group, the Gadiantons, "did obtain the sole management of the
governmant", and doing that, they filled the judgment seats,
having usurpad the powar and authority of the }and, laving
aside thae commandments of God, and "thay did tranple u~roar
their feet...the humble followers of Sod." As soon as they got
in power, they started legislating in their own interests.

They put judges in who would do what? "Letting the wicked go
unpunished because of their money”, and "held in office at the
head of the government to rule and do according to their will
that they might get gain and glory of tha world." ihay were
doing that --there was an interest, it was a party, they tried

as
to make the best of itAthey could.
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30 this is the situation we have there, they are in there
to get gain and the glory of the world and they did averything
with an eye single to their glory: politically, sacially,
econonically ambitious. They wers opoosed by ths common people
organized by Moroni, who made them conscious of themsalves as
the poor and humble afflicted outcasts of Israel, always calling
upon the Lord. Herse we have the two totally different highly
defined ideologies; we hava the one which prevajls throughout
the world today and throughout ancient, médisval angd modern
history {you know which side that {s--where war and economics
are the two sides of the sama coin like the famous Shield of
~chiiies.)

'Iut gf everything is given tpo us, don't we have‘to work?"

Cf course; tha gifts do not excuse us from work, they leave

us free to do the real work. The instrument (g given to you, it
is uo to you to show what you can do with it. I'l1 give you the
piano or 1'11 give you the violin--ths real work 18 showing

“nat you can do with f{t. The Lord doaes that. The tools arg
provided. 111 9ive you the stone and the chisgl--now you show
that you are a Michelangslo. It js much harder to beg a Michelangelo
than to work snough to buy a chisel and soma stone. Take this
parable. A businessman had a young child who showed great
oromise in music and wanted to learn to play the piano. "“Very
well,” said tha shrewd, real{stic, hard-headad businagssman father,
"33 s00n 2s you have manufactured a piang for yourself, going out
237C 2ining the matals and getting together all of the other

materials, doing all the work necessary to make a plano, then |

,\
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will consider letting you take piano lessons.” The child says,
"Well, these are two different kinds of work." flaying a piang
and making a piano are related, but igx:%ort time on earth you
can't do both. And that's the way it is. I'm not saying that
temporal things are not important--they are indispensible. ve
must have them at the outset free of charge. Our welfare is 2
very important matter to Him. And Cod has recognized that and |, a¢
taken care of it, He picks up the tab, and exoects us nat tg
concern ourselves with it, certainly not as constantly ang
exclusively as we do, or even give it priority. “e sunslies
us with bodies frea of charge and with their upkesp, alss free
of chargae,

"Well, don't you think this idealistic immaterialis- of
yours {s quite unrealistic?" (I ask myself). Indeed it is fzr
non-L0S5, it {s simply laughable in the present warly, not i3
talk about unrealistic. Remgmber--what we regard as raal and
what the rast of the world regards as real is by no Tears tng
sams thing. Ffor us the great reality is the visitation of
Heavenly beings to ths world. Nothing coul: be furtmar fro-
reality or distract ons's mind further from cold factusl
workaday realities of 1ife than an anqgel with gold plates z2r a
gold booR:- The Latter-day-Saints will tell you a story whizh
to them is perfectly real, whatsver the world 73y think atout {t.

But what about the struggles of this life, the cli-ning ang
striving, the developing strength and character? It's very
exhilirating climbing the ladder--but the quastion to ask is
which ladder are you going to climb? "well,” 1 say, "what

difference does it make as long as you develop your character?"”
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It nakes all the difference i{n the world. What are the

qualities that make for success in the business world? Hard

work, dependability, sobristy, firmness, imagination, patience
’

Courags, lnyal-.y, dlSCllll“ath“. lftelllﬂe)CG, DelSLStBHCB,

ingenuity, dedication, Consecration, etc.--you can adg to the list

3ut these are the samg qualities necessary to maks a successfuyl

athlete, artist, soldier, bank robber, musician, international

jewel thiaf, eohalar, hit man, spy, teacher, dancer, author,

politician, ministaer, smuggler, con man, general, explorary

chaf, physician, enginger, buildsr, astronaut, scientist, godfather
1]

inventor.--agajin ou n
- [+] » YOU name it., Too often thase attributes of

character)represented as unique to the business world, putting a

stamp of glory on the man {n the axecutive suite,

You don't have tg go into business to develop charactsr,
on the contrary, consider statistics: There are 3 quarter of
8 million millionaires in the country--but how many First rate
€87pasers or writers or artists Or aven scientistg--a tiny
hardful. 1It's a common place {n church history that those
leaders and saints who have danied thae Qifts becams more depraved,

intenserate and salf-deceived than others. Aas ysual the 3ook
*

=’ TrtTon na2s the exolanation for that--in the Zoramites., They
"3l 20y go03 quzliti=s, wondarful pesople. But they misdiraected
it and madge them all tha more vicious. Alma Found them to be the
wicxadest peonls in the world. He couldn't believe peoplae could
be so evil. Misdirected for what? "Becauss with all their virtuss
they set their hearts upon riches." He says here (Alma 31:24fFF)
"1 can't stand it, I cantlook at it anymore, it hurts, it's too

much, take it away from me, how can people bas sg wicked?" Hg

———— sy
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réally goes into a four-star tizzie here. This is what was

wrang--Alma 31:28:

“3ehold, 0 my God, their costly aooarel, and
their ringlets, and their bracelets, ans their
ornamants or gold, and all their precicus things
which they are ornamented with; and behold, their
hearts are set upon them, and yet they cry unto
thee and say--Wa thank thee, 0 Sod, for we are
a chosen people unto thee, while others shz]ll
perish."

"How can 1 dwell hera below in the flesh to bahold such gross
wickedness"--that lanquage is pretty strong. ™"3ehold, 0 3Joc,
thay cry unto thee, and yet their hearts are swallowed up in
their pride. They cry unto thee with their mouth.” Remngmber,
they went every once a week and theybore their testimony and tnez,

wera very strict in dress regulations and so forth and so on. 2y

were brave and courageous and snterprising and prosoerous and 2:.

those other things--but this was what was wrong: the 'a2n3 yet

(as Cleopatra says, [ do not like 'and yet') "They cry unto trs:2
with their mouths whila they are puffed up even to cgreatness, .i‘n
the vain things of the world. 6ehold, 0 my God, their costly
apparel, and their ringlets...and behold their hearts are set
upon them and yet they cry unto thee and say, va thank thee, T
God , for we are a chosen people unto thee, ect.” at the sans
time. A&nd that was what ths great crime was. bon't try to
combine the two.

Here we hava a final powsrful motive moving you algng--{t's
a wonderful thing to have except when you are moving in the wrc-g
direction. Now like Adam, it makes a difference uhich ladZer vzu
are climbing. Like Adam, we are sent to this earth to go to

school to learn things by our own experience, to be tried andg

~ - Nitme@o s
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tasted and to seek ever greater light and knouledge. while we
are here at school our room and board are all paid up by our
kind, indulgent Father. What are we to study? Are we to spend
all of our time at school studying how to get more and fanciser
roan and board? That's a vote of low confidence in our kindly
benafactor-~that's a cynical sort of thing to do. B8ut thenl
ask myself, but isn't that part of the experience of 1ife?" Why
ask me? Ask the onz who is paying the bills for us what He
intends us to study. Ha is most genercus and explicit in his
instructions, which ars: The first commandment given to the church
in these last days (D%C 6:7):

"Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and

behold, the mysteries of GCod shall be

unfolded unto you, and then shall you be

maZe rich. 3ehold, he that hath aternal

life is rich.”
Ha--makg you rich after all? He explains that: He who has
eternal 1ife is rich. That is the wealth He wants us to have.
«net's wrong with having both kinds? Again, don't ask me. The
scriptures are full of ancwars to that one. You cannot lay up
treasuraes both on earth and {n heaven, you cannot liva the
3as3al and be concerned with tne cares of this world. That's
«hat happened to the sower--he accepted the gospel, but thse
caras of this world, and so forth. VYou cannot ssrve God and
‘¥i+n0n, you must hate the one and love the other. The rich man
camnot enter heavan except by a very special dispensation. You
cannct accept the Lord's invitation to His banquet...this {dea
of the trivial. Raemenber the Lord said a man gave 2 banquet,

s feast, aeverything was all ready, and he wanted his frieads to

J
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all come and have fun. Ah! 3ut they had more imwportant things
to do. The business of the world is more important., Gre of

them says,"Wall, 1 bought some land and I bave to go inspect itf
another says, "i{m looking over a few oxen and they 3are important,”
and anothar saysfl have a soclal obligation with this wedding I
have to go tot-and the Lord was angry with it all. “vou will

never g8t to my feast then. VYou must either come to my feast or
do your businsss.“ If you think, well yes...

So many student have told me (hundreds of times)"I would
like to study this, 1 would like to study that (music, astrono-y,
things like that). B8ut after all I have to do the important
things, the real things of life--] have to go out and rake moneyf
The Lord says, if you do that, you will never get to tns banguet.
We are told this in eavery Gospel, in the Doctrine and Covenants
and in the Book of Mormon and in the Pearl of ZJreat Price.. e
are told it again and again. Teke no thought for what you
should eat, or what you should drink or what you should wear. e
ars clearly told what we should not be doing. “well, w23t should
wa be doing (for heavan's naku?)“ I'm glod 1 askad that.

The Jdoctrine and Covenants repeatedly tells the saints how
they should spend their time. "How's that?” 3s icam dig. “ay I
remind you that Adam was invited to work even before the fall.
Wwhat kind of work? “Go to, dress this garden, taxke good care of
it, have a good time, be happy and have joy--you and all the
other creatures (they were croated uspoclially to have )oy)." s
my, what a tims, ths existence (inaudible). VYes, and work was

part of the fun, not work to make a living I must repeat. At that
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time tha earth brought forth spontaneaously every kind of delicious
food of which Adam was invited to partaka frealy. He wanted
Agam to work and have a gocd tima. Bui then came the fall, after
which Adam was instructed to gat back to that paradgsiacal
existence 8s soon 83 possible. Messengers baing sant to him
with one gift after another--whila Satan tried to decoy hiam into
a business deal. "what are we instructad to do in our fallen
state?” The shortest and most concise sction of the DiC puts that
to us. Section 26: “Let yow time be devoted to 1)the study of
the scriptures, 2)preaching and confirming the church, 3)performing
your labors on the land. farming, church work, and study. Even
so, Acam was told to cultivate his garden, to do church work
anong his children (which was most strenuous--remember he spant
many, many years working among them, teaching the gospel to them--
sheer despair) and finally, to saek ever greater light and
knowledge. Which ha does, and which the Lord promisas him if he
asks for it.

w“hun we have sufficiant for our needs, whichn [s vary saon,
as wa learn In 1 Timothy 6:5-11, "Having food and raiment lat us
be theraewith content.” Aut they who would have more, they that
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and naraful lusts,” all sorts of (inaudible), which means
zasires for things which thay snhouldn't have. This lsads many
people astray. VYou don't need monay--Have you any monay?" Sure,
sufficiant for our nesds. 'That's all right, but we nesd mora.’
You don't; you don't need mora.

sall, back to this again. Then you are ready for the real

work, when wa have sufficient for our nesds, and that (s pretty

¢
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soon. If we get side tracked on supplying our needs then we
ace in real trouble (Timothy talls us). 'we have been Cecoyes
axactly as Satan planned. 3ut still we have to consider muncane
things. | keep coming back to that, whatever you say adboul it.
Of course wa do. Consider III Nephi 10 ff. Hete the Lorc Lestz.s
glfts on the people of such a sacraed nature {t (s forbidden ta
discuss them, but befors He bestaws thaose gifts, He Takes sare
that their temporal condition is takaen care of. "Have you any
that are sick among you, or lame or blind or halt or nai-ed, or
leprous, ar that are withered or that are deaf or that are
afflicted in any manner? 3ring them hither ana | will heal the-.”
Then he commandad his disciples that thay shauld bring forin yraz:
and wine unto Him. And whan the multitude had eate~ an3 uwere
filled, then Ha taught them about the sycrarert, Than 211 ceazise,
beginning with Nephi himself, want down into the water and w2re
baptized--cleanad up for 2 special mesting with theg Lora on the
next day--whan HMe wanted everybody in a perfect state so ~e
could bagin His teaching. 3Hut all of their physical neecs N3 3
be taksn care of (irst--thuy were. But that {s whare the o spnl
pegins--that i{s whare other activitivs and. Cnce «# have trwen
core of that part of it, onca the people are all fad and clotheZ
and healad of any afflictions and cleaned up--well, it's ail
dona. The work is done. ‘hat do we do cowx, 31t araund ani te
bored? No--then the teaching begins. All this in pressration
for real teachings and manifestations that follow. The gift of
the mysteries far beyond the {maglination,

The Lord recognized that taking care of onysical want!s is
the beginning of wisdom. Feecing, nealing anog cleaning tne gecole

up is the first step. That leads up to the thrashold of tne
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sispel, but as 1 say, with most churches that is the whola story,
but with us it is a miniwal requirement. Like the Word of
sisdom. They are given to the Neohites (we are told the Word
of Wisdom is given to us) as all temporal blessings are--as
a free gift. The soiritual feast which i{s to follow is also
a free qift. Aand these are the €ifts that Moroni pleads with
us not to reject.

"5till, it makes me uncomfortable that everything should ba
just given to us." (Everything ls.not givan unconditionally,
Jut only same gifts. “Yow is your health, for examole? Yy health
is very good--no aches, pains, disabilit{es, headaches, hangups,
blackouts, no chronic flls and all that. (The doctor asks me

tnat every year and is 5o disannasinted when | say no, no, no, no,

no. +e figures I should have sche of those!) \o, why do you 2agk?

.all, doesn't that maks your 1ifs very dull? These things are
takan care of without any sffort on your part. Does that sasy
1200 health maks you feal uncomfortahlej lazy, quilty--how dull
fo9r 11fa must be without achas and pains. The ancients uso tho
savra word for work and toil as for pain and suffering. Yet you
gon't suffaer. You find good health boring--no, it Is not so. So
we have a paradox--the body serves us best when we are least
awsre of {t. &nd so it {s with money. This, of courss, Is the
saradox in the 3ook of Mornon. The people are righteous, they
set a lot of wealth, and the wealth mnakes them unrighteous. S0
wa )0 around in circles--is that the key? No, it {sn't that.
They ara concerned with the wrong things,

Well, so we have ths paradox: the body serves us best when

2
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we are least aware of {t, and so with money. e have sone--but
to set our hearts on richas--that is what it keeps harping auwzy
at. The love of money is the root of all evil. That is 2
quotation from Enoch which is quoted by Paul and {t is also
quoted in the Book of Marmon. (1 put that {n an article in the
Enoch serfes and it was struck out.) To set our hearts on
riches, is,in the Book of Yormon, the ultinate disaster.
To return to the wonderful events of 1]l Neohi, the Lord faez

ths peopls miraculously, as He Oid on more than ona occasion
in the New Testament., They were hungry and He gave then food.
111 Nephi 20:9:

"Now, when the multitude had all eatem and

drunk, behold, they wers filled with the

Spirit; and thay did cry out with one

voice, and gave glory to lesus, whon they

both saw and heard."
Why this great outburst of rejoicing? Madn't they avaer eaten
bread and wine before? s eating bread and fish such a novelty
to them? No, it wasn't the gift, {t was the hand of the giver.
Thay actually saw the hand of the giver, "and they botn 53w 373
heard.” They knew where this comes fro». 5o 2ne gives zlory
upon being raised from the sick bead, fvaentuallv, svarvone
is bound to gat well, but the manner of thka healing is tha joy
in it--the hand of the giver. Tha conmfort and joy. Thne feelirg
of the power and love that is there. This is behind the whole
thing. In most passages of scripture where the gifts are
spacifically mentioned (I havae a list of all mentions of gifts
in the scriptures here), almost i{nvariably there is a referenrce
the power of God and the grace of God. fGrace is ( Y, it is

charity. These gifts are all frese gifts and of course Maoroni
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ancs on the theme of faith, hope and charity. If we don't havs
them we have nothing, and if we do have them we have nothing to
«0rry about and we will not concern ourselvés with these things.
shat is a (inaudible), or even a few mors years of life or a
good harvest compared with the awareness of the love and pouwer

of the giver.

In return for giving us everything--Cod asks only two

things: 1)to recognize His gifts for what they are and not take

credit to ourselves and say, "this is mine,"” "and now [ ask can

ye say ought of yourselves, for behold are we not all beggars?

Jo we not all depend on the same 3eing, even God, for all the

substance which we hava for both food and raiment, and for gold,

for silver, and for all the riches which we have of every kind?"

“otice, he is speaking of temporal blessings hare, of which we
actually earn nothing. None of us has s0 much as sarnsd our

own keep, as he says. "I say, if ya should serve Him with all your

whole souls yet ye would be unprofitable servants.” That is,
consuning more than we produce. Nobody can aven pay his own
~2y here. Wwhat is the second thing He requires? That we should
not withold “is gifts to us from others~-as if we had a special

Tight to tham, "?ehold, 211 that hae rmequirath of you is to kasep
“is commandments.® What are they? We should not have a mind to
injure one another but live peacefully. “Ye shall not suffer your
children to 30 hungry or naked, you will succor those that stand
in need, ye will adninister of your substance, ye will not suffar
that the beggar outteth up his petition to you in vain, saying

perhaps, this man hs brought this on himself--for bshold, are

-
we not all beggars? well, psrhaps, in a sansa, but some more
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lace
than others? No, equallly, namely 100%. 1In the first o R

< you
back to Benjamin again.“in the first olace He hath creztel vy

a you v gated ou and k ano resarves
nd grantsd you out lives, CT Y ept o <

in breath.
ou and doth preserve you from day to day by lending you Y
Yy ’

Evan supporting you from monent to moment, and you 3re still
ve

hat
indebted to Him and will be for sver and avar. Therefore, w

-10G73 far as
have you to boast?n we are all beggars saual- 1005, as fa

you can go. 1
i i i i ous
aAnd that reminds us of anothar thing--it is all wmiraculous,

i ne loaves 3an:
totally beyond our power of comprehension. 3afore the 1

\na--a
fishes thers was the manna. Now you ramamber the mann
i i riac
{ft from hsaven and some shrewd and far-sighted Israelites t
9
i i . ang the
to show their appreciation by going into business

ed L3
manna rotted before the day was over. Thay were not alloa

i i nod. The
hoard it, it was not negotiable, it was a gift of 5o

f our
siracle of the loaves and fishes was also the miracle o

“in.
daily bread , for which the Lord has told us to oray to “i

i jani as and
Just as miraculous, following King 3enjanin, 2as the loav

f h w know h nan F tn iv w n 8]
i In it e ac owledge the and o 8 giver henaver
jishas.

n sing w cknow dce the
ive thanks, whangver we give the blessing we acknoxledc
g »

he olc
nand of the giver. But we still have the attitule of the

bout.
Danish man in Sanpate, that Brother Jenssn uyed to tell 2
terg, 2rotner
wIhat's a fine carrot patch you and the Ltord have the

w i 1 wed lixe
Paterson,” “Yes, and you should hava sean at it 30k
’

when the Lord was doing it alone.”

well as lo g as wg tur our aindgs to tha things 9 this
!

m h n hink h n Tan thinge
world which eans just that, 3 d thi that we C3 ranane g
’

tratin-
pretty well for ourselves, we are doomed--not only to frus
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but destruction. So say the prophets and now every newspaper
and magazine tells us that they are right. [t's a poor time
to dedicate ourselves to that philosophy.

W4ell, finally,“there is no free lunch, says Korihor. “It
is all fres luncn: says King 3enjamin, 1 sids with Korlhor the
realist if lunch is the aim and purpose of life, then Korihor is
right, as he firmly believed. He said, when a man dies that is
tne end thereof. 2 Warriot lunch is the best thing you can hope
for in that world and so he's right.

gdut since I accept the gospel, that's cut of tha question.
Either we believe that the lunch has been taken care of or we
are in for a long horrible contest, both internal and externsl,
as to who is going to get the most.

well, it looks like the time is up, the people are gatting
more vigorous. Let's call {t...should [ leave on something a3
negative 3s this? You sae this is the thing that Toroni is
telling us--this may seen extremne--and it is, [t is utterly
fantastic. 3ut what is the alternative? What is the other?
;'m talling yous. This {3 in tha 8ook of Mormon. This is the
story, this is what happens. It happened to the Jaredties, it
haoppaened to us, and it will happen to any other psople on the
continent that qo the way we do--if they set their hearts on the
sa-e things. Herae's a statement from the next to last Newsweek.
it's a quotation from ths governor of the federal Reserve Board,
wanty C. Rodash, soma of you may have sesn it. He says, "“Our
economy is a form of fraud perpetrated by everybody on sverybody.
It is a world in which nobody keeps his word. €Even i{f you could

adjust perfectly for it, it would be a very unpleasant world.”

- oy
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That's your maximizing of orofits. 5o we are given that choice.
Sut, | say, "that is so extreme, can't you be realistic.” This
is being realistic--but you have to give it a try. e are
seeking for the wrong things, and we are never going to fing
them. Would you like some news clippings and things like that?
No, not that! So, If there are no nuestions.

i asked the questions and I answered them--not to my satis-

faction--there are more things.

JUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Juestion: Alexandsr Solzhaenitsyn gave a talk about a2 year ago

and he (inaudible, something about amaricans) because they have

become so imperialistic {(inaudible). What do you think of

(inaudible).

Answer: This is the thems all the way through you see. [ left

out those papers for fear [ would get started on that sort 9f a

theme here. B8ut, this is the whole thing. Jur plans will not

work. Taks no thought what you should wear--that will never worx

{n this world (as it i{s). If you don't want to get involvel {n

the noighborhood brawl, thern's only one thing you can do--move

out of the neighbarhood. And we rsfuse to do that. We stay in

the neighborhood and wae're uoset because we choose sides and have

to get in these neighborhood brawls, and they're both wrong.
Satan's masterpiece of counterfeiting is the doctrine that

there are only two choices and he will show us what they 2are.

It is true that thars arae only two ways, but by polnting us the

way he wants us to taks and then showing us 3 fork in that roz1,

he convinces us that we are making the vital choice, when actually




«e are choosing between branches in his road. Which one we take

nakes little difference to him, for both lead to destruction., This

is the oolarization we find in our world today. Thus, we have to

choose between Shiz and Coriantumr--which all Jaredites were

obliged to make. W8 have the choice between the wicked Lamanites

(anc they were that) and the equally wicked {Morman said more
«icked) Neohites. Or betwsen the fleshpots of Eqypt and the stews
of 3aoylon. Or between the land pirate and the sea pirates of
the world war, or batween white supremacy and black supremacy, or
betwaen Yietnam and Cambodla, or between bushwhackers and jay

hawxers, or between China and Russia, or between Latholic and

Srotastant, or between fundamentalist 214 atheist, or betwesn
rignt and left--all of which are true rivals, hate each cther.

A very clever move of Satan. & subtlety that escapes us most of
tne timae. 50 I ask an LDS, what {s four position frankly (I'd
lixe to take a vol here) regarding the =merits of cigarattes vs.
Which do you take? or wine vs.

oipes? Cr whiskey vs, bourbon,

vear, or heroin va. {50. 1t should ba apparent that you taka no

siZes. 3y its nature {t si{imply does not concern you. It is

simscly mezningless as far as your life is concerned. “What, are
you not willing ta stand up and be counted?” No, ! am not. Ths
saints took no sides {n that most passionately partisan of wars,
the Civil war, and they never regretted {t.

xhat then of the choice betwsen entering into divisions,
schoals, controvaersias, contentions, vanities, or avoiding tham?

How can you avoid them? As | say, to avoid thess nsighborhood

fights, you must move out of the neighborhood. We can't do that

)
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without supernatural aid. %0, of course not. That's where it

comes in. The whole thing is supernatural.

you won't believe me, where nobody will believe me, 3ut it js

an 8 supernatural plana. That chanqes evarything, of coursa,

The argument then ceases. e are Gedling in absolutes there.

That's just whers the gospel comes in. Consider the siories of
all the great patriarchs, Adam, Enoch, Abrahan, Noah, Jared,

Ether, YMoses, Elijah, Isaiah, Lehi, Alma,
individuals faced with a problen contending against tha unsole
world--a world in rapid declins.

Why are these stories told to us in such harrowing cetajil?

You think they don't apply? You see, this is it. Yow this
cross polarization {s a very effactive means of destruction--

as the Romans knew, divide and conquer. The maans of Qaining

powar and leadership. 50 we have always besn told you =nust

Join the action to fight against communis=®, or you =us! accent
the leadership af Moscow to fight Fascism, or you -ust join
Persia against Rame (or Rome against Persia). That's thg 2tn

century. 3r in World %ar I, you nustjoin the 2llies or the

central power, While all the time thers is only one raal choice
between accaepting the gifts of 5So0d for what they are on ®is ter-
and going directly to Him and asking for whatever yoy neez, or
seeking the unclean gift, as it is called, of power anc¢ nain.

Remamber, Yoroni ends saying this:“)eny nat the qifts of 734,

lay not your hand upon the unclean gift"fhe's talking about the

filthy lucre and so forth). 350 that's the choice | think ae

That's the part anere

A1l are the stories of
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t of her sins--partake of her plagues if you «2n

not © i o for

"ave. Jo you think that's a oractical solution? Well, many of . to take that chance and we pay a high price fo
. We're willing to .. af =y

us have had the doar banged in our face for that very reason, N are the gifts? "The visions eng gizslies 3F 24

it too. Where
because "You people are nuts!# 411 right, so I'm Auts-~there's

i isit th=2 e27i%," =203
re returning and angels are cComlNg to visi
E]
nathing to argue about in that case,

is thsre? 36 lsave us not

all that sort of thi 3 Ll 11, we do have heall L) I say, DuCoJ
Que.

"

to be Seekxng truth and 1i f : . :
ight we pray earnes 1Y or that. Nobody is uc interested in o002
lon: 8 we sup

. asnat they L2913,
ifts, they don't particularly care about that .
. oi ,
insser: Yes,

=2ut I'11
They'd much sooner sottle for the cash. u
Tuestion{

you ses..
3ut I have to pay tuition to attend your lecturss.

inswer: iell,

yaou did t have to oa E c < thi ot
- ! work herd for it.™ and all that sort of thing. A8 ink we're
' y tuition tgo get heaere i

so idealistic.
I know sesale hers that didn't pay tuition (laughter).

No,

q q ig -)
ion, Cuestion: (Somethln about the nei hborhood f Ats
is a ( udib ) .

you touched right B

nce 1"
done that more than o

k somna of us have

Answer: Yes, I thin

on the point’ there. We shouldn't have to pay. At the ideal

R our lives.
university the thing is supoosed to be supplied. You're not here...
Question: (inaudxble) .
Tris is sunoosed to be what they call a liberal education because 1] ‘ otk nave to wait for the croo .
Answaer: well, again, you ‘
| ' is i ~anz-2mt
{t is not the work of the worlg you are dealing with. vYou are -4 1 everything to do. 3amembar, this is another cow
| | ’ ts you ‘ .
| | | | gaes. a
cealan,?lt tyoes and modals and concepts and things like that, i e tne Lons dirsctly a5 e et
. givan us, L ) o
The other things can be put ofrF for now,.but the liberal education: T o tnaen matters, -
Lord says, 1 . o
is that which is liberalis-«it ie not a trade school. There are L i v ve more about thess s,
and Josseoh says, . o
olher trace schools, and there are fina onas, bul this is not ths : te as tne oaoola are e tmate sedene
| his followsers. v
ohet and thetTolv
T the pesople are relying too much on tha Proohet 2
; He says
i s the
¥a2ll, should our whole 8conomy be this other sort of thin ? ' e e ot tae thing
i they are darkening their minds
- ' oole
~all the funny thing is that there are people {n our society, e, e itie ave botharad by. o can't nave o8
Cener o
1 hanzZ 13
tnere are soma, [ can think of so e, that trust the Lord and He ing with every petty personal oroblen to them. They
runnl V -
W nsist
n2ver lets thew down. Thare are some, you'd be surprised. to lowar schelan and so forth, even so, some naodsle i
dawn
| ' . h he
3ut of course tha jdea of paying tuition, wa're into 1t up R . ©ove to g0 riont to the 1os or the chorch, £isnt L
ey
t3 our necks hers. This is strictly a business institution, as o iwall cosld mandls all
: head of the church, as {f Pres
| . ‘ b e ther
you know. 3ut you'rs in it, "Come out of hery oh, my people.” . things personally, as if he were susposed to nandl
' thess
This is 3abylon, "Come out of her, oh my people and partake
-
) A -
A . .
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"l can honestly say that sverything that [ have asked for
all personally. How do you personally escapw this? Notice, the with an honest heart, I have receivad."
Dersons we are talking about, tha heroes we have mentioned, the Hope lsads to faith. It doesn't all happan at once.

sa2triarches of old, dicdn't have any particular suthority or any
perticular office at the time. They were al}] outcasts, Bvary
blessed ong of them. It was later--after they had been outcasts,
after they had been tested and tried, then the Lord gives to

tnen the power and authority over the followers as leaders of

tne church, as founders of dispensations and so forth. Byt

everyone of them was olagued for a long time by troubles. "My
fathar Lehi was sorely oppressed and he went forth and as he went
factn he orayed to the Lord, he orayed for light." adam himself
Arayed and srayed, and after many gZays he finally got an answar.
The sane thing witn Abraham, hg Says, "Thy servant has sought
thee diligently, now I have found theag.n He at last Finds thg
Ltord. 3ut you must seek first, you must ask with a sincere

heart and with real intent. Wwe don't need to go through any

other channals,
“3TES AFTER T TARE RAY QuT,

The only gift really in the chyrch today is healing because

w0 oAdan't agk for any uf Lhe othors.

5atan deceivas us by telling us that there areg only two i
choices. His plan is to divide and conguer. Thaere are only two E
raal choicaes, but the Choices Satan Aresents are just a fork
in the wrong roacd. The truth is a @hole diffsrent roagd. Don't
take sizes, just follow the gospal. '

The Lord won't ]gt you starve. Satan puts that fear into :
us. It is the oppositas of faith, ’

. A}
. .




