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How Firm a Foundation

Question and Answer Period

Hugh Nibley

I don't have to wait for anyone's permission to obssrve the Law
of Consecration. What is ngcessary for us, we will be held accountable
for that. You have to decide that, but you know what it is: Having
food and rainment, lst us be tharewith content.

9righam Young recognized more than anyone else that there has to
be a physical, practical foundation. That's what made him thas great k
founder, the great builder and evesrything slse--the great city Founder
and so forth., He was planning streets, trees and fresh water way

back (inaudible). He saw that. And if you're building not according

to this law, then you won't know what to do. We say, "well, this is
the only solution I have, I have to accept this, it is all we have got."
It is all we have got because we have thrown out everything elss., Wa
rafuse to accept anything else. The Lord says, "If you would live my
way then you would be surprised what you would discover."

The Lord says to the rich men of the church (Martin Harris),
"what is prooperty to me? I own everything, I don't need it." He will
give it to you too. These problems will be solved. To look upon
that as an insolvable problem with only one solution... {i.e. population 5
--a real problem) B8righam Young prophesied that there would be food ‘

shortages because there wouldn't be any more farmers--not because

S

R ARSI

there would be bad years or because crops would fail--but becauss thers

Just would not be room to grow tha crops. Too many people for the &f
by

oasis springs of the Wasatch front. Ha could foressa that. Then there
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would have to bes some other solution. But it would be ob\{}what to
do.

If you live by a stream, the obvious thing to do is to wash in
the stream, to drink from the stream, etc. because of convenience.
But you soon discover that you can't do all of these things. 3rignax
saw all that right from the baginning. VYou have to hald hack, you
have to anticipate problems and complications that are going to ariss.
Befhra you know it, your problem with the stream becomes very corplex,
whereas it seemed so very simple when you were living by the babbling
brook all by yourself.

But it has been shown that the English could actually clean up
the Thames River-~-that's nothing short of a miracle when you consider
what a sewar tha Thames was. It's amazing what things can be done.

It costs something, but there it is , you sese. It has to be undertaken
by... under this law (consecration) where all of the funds are
administered from a center. Here again, we're not talking about our
form of government; we're talking about another one. we're talking
about a totally different sst-up. In that case problems can be solved
which can't be solved otherwise.

There ars nations that have far denser populations than ours and
thay have not had to run into this horrible pollution. There is some-
thing to be done about our prablem. The minute you start saying, "2h,
no. This won't fit into our situation..." There it is. We are
talking about a diffgrent ballgame.

We must be led by jnspiration And we are not going to get any
inspiration until we live the rules the Lord has given us. Ffollow
the rules first, then the doors will be opened.

Remamber (this is what we seem to forgst here) that in the sana
breath, the same sentence, Adam was told, "We have created for you

this earth and have put in it everything you need." The earth is




full and there is more than enough. Here is all you will need. "That ye might have in abundance. But it is not given that one
a4ll you have to do is take it. It is all a free gift. And

man possess that which is above another. kherefore the world

what do we do? The Lord gives us everything as a free gift and lieth in sin.” 1If one person grabs it all you're not going to

we spend our days fighting each other to see who can grab the most. have this distribution of abundance that He's talking about.
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And some psople havae grabbed enormous amounts. "And He has fluest{on- Could we coexist with nefghbors if we began to live

commanded all living creatures, along with svary form of vegeta-. the law of consecration?

tion also to multiply.” Then He immediately add: "And we command If wa even began to live it, the results would be so

you to multiply, too, and we give you dominion--put you in sensational the majority would gladly join in. But remenber,

charge of this whole thing."” Now the plan i{s that other creatures the Lord said you'll gat into trouble. He says a number of times,

should also multiply and fulfill the measure of their existence because of this you will be persecuted, -so you can expect that.

in their proper spherse and have joy therein--they have the same As we sald before, they were driven out. Though not because of

privilege 2s you do--and you are put in charge to ses that they this but because they observed it so half-heartedly.

realize those privileges. But there is nothing in the Constitution to prevent it. You
can do it. I mean, if I start living it, should that offend my

Aell, it depends on ths economy that we are going to use. VYou neighbor in any way? No, not al all. If we start, we may have

can remembar the times not so long ago whan they thought you an advantaged economy. Things will be selling cheaper and wae

could get only such and such a yield per acre--you couldn't might hava in abundance but they'd be bound to want to share

possibly get more than that. Now we have techniques where we in that. The prophets and prophesies have had a lot to say

can get groves more. The Grean Ravolution and so forth. Thase sbout that: How gladly the world would participate and how

are possibilities we are overlooking. eagerly thay would welcome a system that would give the whole

We have to share the earth with other creatures and we have to community much greater economic stability. Aut...] don't naed

share {t with each other. But we don't do that. to discuss that--the Lord has given to me and I hava accepted

3righam Young says--There is one activity upon which God it, It is beyond discussion as far as I am concerned. And if

sviles and that is planting. "Dress this garden, take care of I don't keep it I will be in Satan's power. And I am. Debt--

it and be happy therein." Be a gardener--I've discovered tha that's what dabt {s--the Hebrew word means "money”--that's what
wisdom of that. "But, behold the beasts of the field and the the root is. You're in a man'$ power as long as you owe him 2
fowls of the air and that which abound an the earth is ordained dabt at all. This is not an exaggeration, we are all
for the use of man.* If you need it you're welcome to it.. % enthralled by debt. In Utah we do not have a very high standara
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efkang, which is a shame and a disgrace. Brigham Young
said, "1 can make these people, in a very short time, the
richest the morld has sver seen, if they would just follow this
rula." But, he says, maybe it's better not because thay'd be
spoiled. And that's another thing--the Rook of Mormon cycle.
They are exceedingly blessed and tha first thing you know they
start setting their hearts on the stuff, then you're in real
trouble.

President Kimball gave a Bicentennial address in which he
said this, remember? "On the whole we are an idolatrous peopls."
%@ are not Zion, we are an idolotrous people--that's what
President Kimball said.

The Brethren have often tried. John Taylor tried, Brigham
Young tried, they all did, Wilford Woodruff...the Saints ware
unwilling. They gave Joseph Smith a bad time.

Juestion- The D4C says the rich will be made poor and the poor
made rich. How do you reconcile that with Brigham Young saying
he'd make them a rich psople?

Well, the i{dea is this: If you raise the poor and you bring
the rich down than you've got your equality. Remember, whensver
He gives this commandment Me says, "That ye may bs equal in
temporal as in spiritual. How can ye be equal in spiritual if
ye are not equal in temporal?" It's not the work ethic. Every-
thing can bs done without that motivation. Wa can't do the
Lord's work now. We do very little becauss we have to spend all

of our tima with this other stuff.

We used to tell the world the terrible things that were

‘going to happen. Now they are telling us the terrible things
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that are happening and we shrug out shoulders.
Question-about the word 'scenario'.

Actually scenario is a Rennaissance word, it is an address
by the dirsctor of a play to the actors before thay bejin
rahearsal to tell what each person's particular role was; to
give them the background, to tell them what the whole play is
about. To give them an idea of what they wera doing. And
that is what Joseph Smith gave us--he gave us 3 real scenario.
So that whan you read the scripturas you know where you fit in.
You know what the play is, what the drama is all about. You
can taks anintelligible part in it, It's 2 glorious thing.
Nobodyelse had a scenario. There was nons, really, nobody had
anything.

Question-on Jubiles year.

We don't have a Jubilee year, of course, but they recognized
the justice in that because the purpose of the Jubilee year was
to go back to ths time when Israel was living as Israel should.
It is to go back to the Paradise of Eden, it's a lovely phase
where all things are shared equally and so forth. All debts are
cancelled which makss aeverybody equal again and they start out
with a clean sheet. Recognizing the basis of this thing you'c
say nothing on earth could be more impractical than that. 1
mean, to have to cancel all of your debts, to wipe out all of
your banking, all of your interest and all of that. You'd think
it would completely destroy the sconomy, but it didn't, {t kept
it going actually.

Question- What would happen if a group of peoples from the church
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decided to go off and live with everything in common?
There are lots of them. They do that all the time. A

group in Springville just two wesks ago tried to get me in this

and that's what I said to them. No, you don't go off and live

it by yourself, [ don't have to join your group and form a
splinter. I don't have the authority--you don't have the
authority. All [ know is that ['m stuck with it and I can
live it. And I don't have to join your particular group.
Various fundamentalists say we are not living the law--well of

course we are not living the law but does that authorize them?

It's 1like the Seventh Day Adventists: they may recognize that we
are keeping the wrong Sabbath but that doesn't authorize ther tc
re-astablish the rights of the Aaronic Priesthood, the Templa,
The 4Ark of the Covenant and all of the rest. The fact that you
recognize a thing needs to be done does not authorize you to do
it. But I am authorized to keep this so far as I am obliged to
keep Lt. And ['ve mesde the covanant.
Zuestion- How do wa do it, etc. Who do we consecrate to?

The way it {s stated in the D4C is to the bishop--and you
can go right to the bishop and give It to him. Everything that
you consider surplus you can give to the bishap and he will

gladly accept it right now. And he'll give it to the poor whare

it i{s supposed to be. What's better than that?
; Zuastion- What is the motivation to produce--doesn't this
raduce evaryons to the lowest common denominator?

It reduces everybody to a common ground but it could be a
very high one, much higher than it is now. In the last U.S.
News and World Report there's a list of the average income of the

various states and Utah is right down at the bottom of the list.
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As far as motivation is concerned, my gosh, you work your nead of f
on projects you don't get paid for. On the stage, in literature,
or the stuff I write andso forth--I've just been knocking myself
out to write a particular pamphlet (1 think it's a pretty good
ons) for the church missionary committee, and things like that.
There's no limit. And it says, "This is to liberate you to
improve your talents.” You may have to work on something drab.
(Go to the cannery). But as Brigham Young said, it's just a
matter of a couple of hours a day--a faw hours a week. That's not
going to ruin you at all, that little bit of exercise. Yachines
are daing more and more of it anyway. Of course, that is one of
the troubles in our economy. The technological unamployment and
so forth. Machines are doing it all. We've got to find out
something elsoc to do. Therse's no shortage of motivation and
work to be done--1 assure you.
Question-Granted we are in Satan's power. Mow do we get out?
Well, I observe the law, as far as that goos. We do that
individually, of course. This is the. marvelous thing about
the church, not only do we make these covanants with the tord
separately, but you have your own testimony. You have your
guidance, you have tha experience. ‘tveryone has to ba wrougntf
Joseph Smith says. To any Latter-day-5aint, the Holy Shest is
nothing but the spirit of Prophecy--we should be led by that.
You don*t go to the Head of the church with all these things--
the Lord says, "Don't bothar ma about these kinds of things.”
You'll be guided all right. This isXLsry important part of the

gospel. But also working together the same way. The leadars
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will be inspired--the Lord will lead the way.

1 was just looking at Teachings of the prophat Joseoh Smith

cefore 1 came over here, and he says every Latter-day-Saint
should know for himself whasn we speak truth and when we don't.
we should have the spirit of the Lord so that he dossn't depend
on any other person for guidance. Only the Lord himself. He
says the saints have bean trusting in the prophet too much, and
are therasby darkening their minds.

-uastion- If we are not to be of the world nor in the world why
are we told to be so involved?

Well, our missionaries go into the world but they are not
becoming of it. That's a good exampla. They go inte the world
but they are not involved with {t. What's more, the economy is
ridiculous. They are not getting paid for it. Some churches
just cannot concaive of that. Missionaries are working under the
Law of Consecration, which is that they will get averything they
need, and in rsturn they give averything they've got. A
nissionary does give evarything he's got to the work of the Lord,
and in return he recaives asverything hs naeds.. All your contacts
with the world are in the nature of a missionary context. As
far as the rest is concernad-~for any other purpose except
missionary work--i{t's not justified. It is not given to you to
1ive after the mannar of the world. You must live by the cele-
stial law, "otherwise I cannot take you in to me." There is that
separation, and we ses it again and again in these latter days.
we are the Saints. The word 'sanctus' means divided, sat apart, it
is a force and it sets us apart. VYou are not of the world when

you are Saints. And you're reminded of it everytime you hear the
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name n atter-day-5aints”. ghen the Lord redukes then he calls
them Saints. Not meaning that they are haoly but meaning that
they should not enter the world. Thay should be separated from
the world, they should be removed from the world and not do thinzs
after the manner of the world. The scriptures are very clear
on that and I don't care what anybody else tells me. As far as
the scripture is concerned we are going to.have to do what tehi
did, and what the Brothsr of Jared did--get out of it. Tnat's
what the Saints did when they camse hers. Joseph Smith said at
Far West, "we came here to this beautiful place to build Zion,
and what did you do? .You brought Babylon." Brigham Young said
the same thing: “You come to the valley here and what do we do?
We brought Babylon with us. 1A that way, the Lord will nat
redeem Zion." He said we had to work and fight and pray and be
driven for 30 years to acquire what we could have gotten in one
year if we would have observed the commandments of the Lord.

I don't know who is telling you to get out into the world
and get active in all this kind of thing. But you know (inavd-
ible). Thera's no explanation for it as far as that goes. Not
meaning that you have to go immediately (inaudible) and preach
the gospel. We preach by example all the time. 3Jut if you mezn
putting your hsarts in the way of the world and going after the
way of the world--well the scriptures have a great deal to say
about that. In Third Nephi the Lord says, "l oray not for the
world.” He says, I pray for these, the disciples and those that
hear them and they that follow them, "That they may become one,

as we are one. That thay may be out of the world, etc.”
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4lways a sharp distinction between the world and those who are
set apart from it. You can't go among the world withoug being
defiled in some way.
Juestion- The church wants to be accepted of the world today.

wWe love to be accepted by the world. {Inaudible.) Today we
follow them, they don't follow us, as far as that goes. 50 it is
a quaestion...and [ know some rather grim stories where the
brethren with heavy hearts, very reluctantly have done things,
made concessions, which, uh, (inaudible)., But they felt they
had to make toncessions for particular reasons. This is it, you
see, we ars told that Satan enticeth and inviteth in one direction
(moroni 7) and God senticeth in another. And we are in the midéle.
This is the gospel of repentence. "This is my gospel" said the
Lord to Lehi, “That my Father calls upon all men svaerywhere to
repent.” This is what the world doesn't want and what we havse
3ot to do: turn away from sin. As soon as we say we are daoing
very well and that repentance is for othar people...

Inaudible guestion.

well, you keep out of the world. Remember this is the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattsr-day Saints--of course the
"last days". But the last days of what? [t's telling us it is
soon going to be over. This time is near at hand. Just read
O%xC 1., The first 18 verses tell us what is happening in the
world today. The opening words of the Lord to Joseph Smith
in the grove: "3ehold the world liaeth in sin. None doeth good,
no not one. And mine anger is kindled against the inhabitants

of the earth to visit them." 1[It's all going to end pratty soon!
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This is it--why should we be concerned with these things when
we know thay are going to end. wWe aras supnosed to bes sacred.
Joseph Smith accepted the call which was to come out of the
world. well, how long does it go? 150 years? That isn't so

long. These are the last days.

lnaudible question.

wpartaks not of her sins lest ye partake of her plagues.”
So give-yoursslf a shot of some kind, qoO inté a catalyotic
state and then wake up sometime whan it is all safe to wake up
again. No, we are here for the test, for the oroving. This is
a time of probation. Which side are we going to choose? shere
is our heart? Remember, the fatal steo in the Book of Yormon is
always when thay begin to set their hearts on the things of the
world. Thaen they have to defend their holdings by military
means. They seek military solutions and it's all over then.
That marvelously prophetic Book of mormon! VYou find it all there.
fuestion- Do we have a responsibility to make up for past wrongs
or just live our life from hare out?

That interesting expression of 8righan Young (the great
scologist)--he said, "the world is now fouled and polluted. It
will take many years to restors it to its pristine state for the
millenium, to make the earth Fit for habitation in the
millenium." There's this interesting statement here (D%C 77:9)
whaere it says, "We are to understand the angel ascending from the
gast is he who is given the seal of the living God over the
Twelve Tribes of Israel? wherefore ha crieth unto the four
angels having the evarlasting gospel, saying: Hurt not the earth,
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealad the servants
of our God in their foreheads. and if you will receive it, this

is Elias..."
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( ' ey ars the angels of destruction and they are not to hurt
the sarth nor the sea or the trees., 407% of the sarth's land
surface is covered with trees and all of a sudden the traes are
being greviously hurt. Not only the terrible fires that rags
every year; a million acres a day at least are baing dastroyed
of virgin forest. Thare's a book out--1 just noticed it today--
it's called --and this is very rapidly taking place.

3y the year 2000, a world without tress. And then the waters.
“Hurt not the seas." Whoever thought the multitudes in the seas
could be ___, whoaver thought they would be polluted? Well, ask
s“eyerdahl, ask Cousteau. Wherever they go in the world they
find vile pollution.

And take the MX far example.

For the first time thay are being systamatically, and with
stupendously effective machines and with sort of a devilish
determination, they are being destroyed--the earth, the seas and
and trees. That means that those angels have been dismissed now,
tnay have been loosed. The time has come for the great destruction
which is now at hand. 3So you can expect {t.

Now you sea, I can say that without turning a hair, without
blushing--because 1 remember two world wars very well, I
renewhaer the day World War I began! All the sxcitement and so
forth, and we'd go out in ths lot and dig trenches and we'd play
war and so forth. Then I found myself ons day, many years later,
in those very same trenches in France which had been preserved
from W¢ 1. (inaudible) And thara we were in the dugouts and
tarracks they used in WW I, shaell holes 2ll around. Imagine
how th2t would turn a person's stomach. The point is, we hadn't

learnad any lessons at all. The war was just as silly.
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Having seen that, I won't be really syrprized. It o
happen--it doss. People get wiped out all over the olace.

Thesa are the last days, brothers and sisters. And the Lord has
founded his work on a firm foundation. It will not be destroyed.
As long as there is one elder who remains true and faithful, the
church is there, He says. So we have nothing to worry about as
far as that is concerned. All I have to warry ahbout is whether
I'm right with the Lord--and that's none of your business! and
your's is none of my business. (1aughter) So why do I talk ahaut
this? Well, if thers are no more questions.

guastion:about modern technological advantages (microohane).

As a result I have a lousy voice. 1 can't express myself--es
if 1 were a2 singer--one of thsse pop singers, people with no
talents, no gifts, no voice whatsoever ars able to...it's anotnher
form of pollution. It pollutes your ears! This is just the first
step. You know, over in the Eyring building there's 2 "How to
make an Invention" display. And they leave out the most inoortaert
step of all. First, you decide whether such a gadget would 3o
more harm‘than good--that has never been decided. They do good,
there is a value, but there is also a harm. They must be weighsc
one against the other, 1s this really good (a micraphonae)? ['¢
be a much better speaker for one thing--and we'd have much better
dasigned meeting places like the Greeks did, if we did not have
these things. But these things help--you use gadgets. This is
one of the things we learn in the gospel. We come here to master
the new medium. We have taken physical bodiss--thay are 3 coarzer

nature than we have known before and our problem is to handle tren,
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N ‘)con says that is a difficult problem. He says matsrial controu

you. 3ut we have to adapt to this difficult medium and contreol it;

Y

don't let it control us. And it is a process of trial and error--

this is part of it. Sometimes it's good, sometimes it's bad. Just
like television. In the beginning we imagined the great potentialities . : - .

and possibilitises, but it's damags has been much greater.

So how do we handle thaese things? As the Lord shall direct. S
That's why I have the gift of prophecy. So, like I say, I'd '
probably be better off without these things (microphone). I don't
like them and never have liked them. ['m a bad enough speaker, the

less people that hear me the bettsr.

Let's go to class. {
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