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gugh‘ﬂiblcy

of iono introductiohs?
2 o ot

‘re depre551ng.ijhe Lord said “How can they believe ‘who recelve honor from
another.” Remember. he talks about the Pharisees who love the greetings 1n.~;y
. parket place and the.hlgh seats at’ the banquats and th2 Rabbi this, Rabbi .
¢ and so forth. C1cer .puts it uadam Lavatte" One hand rpbs tha othbr, iou

f;nyfbacv } 11 patA ours.” .. Ih is.is not gotd. i

is ev=ryth1ng you,wanted to krnow about and from H ble}, but»were af
by ask, OF couldn't get answe;ed when you ‘asked it.. {1 L. T
¢, you have a. reputat*on for 09110 a hara man to question. How my cbservation
“that moSt. questions go Wnsnswered because they are Door guestions. I hope 1
1't have that problem today.. ‘Or you don't want to answer them. . Now I think S
other Kibley has been preparlro for this over a life time. He has the answars.
“job is 'to find the right questions. Fortwnaftly I think tha answers :111 come

wother I have-the questions or not. = : S e
p"a.nunbcr of cultural ‘Morzmons have told me over——aund song not-cultural Mormons-—-
L.ve told me over 2 number of years something like this: Hugh Nibley isn't

corious about the oospel he's just playing & game. 1s this true?

¥:11, you secm to be playing a game if you are serious about the gocpal. Joseph
saith is a good examwple of that. He spoke with angels, he sav the Father and the
&n..‘ ell, after that how could he take thz visiting fireanen seriously. They
:3YS re‘erred to him as the married propﬂo“~aﬁd sometines’ even o:ferdé tH:ﬂ ~A-d
@'Lnow he .tells us that this was “the on& ¢ na“oP“Uﬁfeﬁ“ﬁéf“aa guiisy In his oyt Ao
H2 vas too 11gHt—n1nded.r He was p;one, he sazid, to laugh and joke zbout things d.,d
offended - lots of peoplo that thought *ha} should be taken FO’&;q211C sl"'w-wwd

I : see:,a

,yople visiting . “the prophet were “sometimes rather upset. So 1

2 vision of the . nternltles——-l haven 't+——how would you, can ;ou’tahe Lnese ‘ pec~¢p
A% &TlouSI} Yo, it's man's- 51tLatlon,and my situation is mach todserious » jokzd -
avout .- 'I'd like to be. all “fun and games and certain questions must bew.ar"r
Like a peraon who goes’ to tHo doctor to h?vn a checkup, "It turns out he .t
iisease), which is g01ag ‘to terminate. very <oow- Well, it'é b
AfaEWPred you see. But once you have that cﬂswer ‘and it's a
® irce to rejoice, let dowm your hair and have some fun. And
because they felt the “important questlons ware solved. Tha terror that faces as-—-
a1l of us, the questlonq the world can't answer—--while those remain unanswered our
' sincerest laughter with sone pain is fraught our sweaetest SONZS Are those that tell
“us that js thought . and so forth. Tris is the thcme of lizerature but men batimes
are Snbor They think by fits and starts agpd when tney think they. fasten thair

hands upon their hearts. We think about 1it. But . we ‘don't have to do that, so'we’
ngs once wa Lnow the answer; 01ce we have

the saﬁnta dld anc1e1t,)

tan be rather relaxed and gay zbout thi
ouwr testimonies that's so. So to these peop}c, I say- P\, vou don't t ke thase

things with suffiicient sericusness. Oh I'm being serious all right.®




2 is 2 very 1ptere.—.t1no passage 'in the Clemankne Recognitions, where Peter
‘arguing with Simon Magus.* Simon. Magus is the great brain of the time; and
51909 says something®and Peter ‘can not help--he has been trying to keep from
.ghlna-—-‘a‘ld' f1na11y ‘he bursts out laughing he just can not help it and Simon
mus beconmes fur:.ous. ‘He- says, you are not taking me seriously. And Peter
”’5, "No, I'm not taking myself ‘seriously either. I take the gospel seriously,
take yourself seriously, and that makes the difference. I can't ‘take-you,
“nously or myself.” ‘And this is so. " If you take yoursel‘ seriously;, you won t
. the gospel: sefmusly and the’ .other way around. If you take the gospel
,gzmusly, then” you will say, now I know that man is nothinrg (nor was Moses or
Fgephi) . Man is a _ot.hmg.. Oh the nothlngness of man., I‘- can Joke about our-
Fgelves ‘once .we _ :
,w;uses. : Thenr we can relax’ nd bre.athceaSJ.ly and
io enough of. : " :

ha e soa f;

RE

g;} 21l the busy act1v1t1es you are engaoed 1n-—boo;<s, essg}s, lectures, sernons"
;‘co are you trylng to 1rnpress" '

Im trylng to impress my Heavenly Father. And 1t is rot easyj 1've discoverad.

f I'n much tooold teo try to impress-anybody else.. I'm not going anywhare. Pro-.

e oted to whaty for heaven sake--Dog catchetr? WNo, the only person you try to

¢ {npress is your Heavenly Father, and 1t is awfully hard because he can't be

g fooled——not for a minute. I have always felt driven in this way. The gosoel is
i so wvonderful. There is so much to find out. It opens the doors to so many thinzs
f It is sort of an obsession, a sort of personal thing. As long as you are going
B to be doing something, why not be doing something that hasn't been done before.
. There's alot to be done, and all this stuff has to be turmad over. It's very

' exciting, I mean the stuff that lies before us that's untcuched. This is it, wve:
-have not baogun, ;to touch the possz.bllltlas,ﬁ{he gospe¥u” That remiads.me ezg.&”
] sa-\e._hlng ‘ore. Just some random stuff:- But a areat au*hrify on the brain re-
ceatly said this, his name is S. Cohen. This writer says I must agree with Cohen
 that the extent..of man' s potentialities is awa 1nsnir1ng _¥e __Vseem to. h=ve acquired ..
8011" ties. so" far “beyond- ‘even ‘oul present dra-\avc neads- t
‘(K' s -talking about evolutlorx--dm»:,n €. erplaln the fact that we -ﬁ;'ve ten thuusand

‘ tmes the 1ntellloence We need to: Suerve. ’ SLupld«W' cr\,atires Have a
cf sn.r-uv:mg a\.tt.ally ,)ﬁ__kell ~he goes-on--nature has gone. fq’ tr
t us with an enormous cerebral cortex of see*nanly iri;rute" cdp
Mrty" We' couldf— ‘ave goti-on: wlth mucﬁ less.- At the ro.uer.t W
family of - sqLattezs ‘who- have: ta‘kon ‘over: a- vast palace “but’ ’l'ld
. yond the co*xfortable service’ apartment in ‘one coraer’ of ‘tha"bd
b“gun to use our potentialities. And this is what we're 211 ﬂullty oF And”
IEt S try to get out of the broom closet and see what's there while we ha\«e a 11t-l=_ ,
~Uime here. Beczuse the Lord requires that of us. He has given us these capabili: ies.
Sure Hamlet says "he who made us with such large discourse looklna before and. af-er
8ave us not such capablllty and God-like reason to fust iz-us un used." Of course,

ve don't puse it. As a man says here, "We don't begi‘n to ise a'wthlng, so it's

. 2 great 'g’ame let's f:md out what s there before it's too late.”
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Vell, I have heard it sa1d that if we have t‘1e gospel we don't really need to
thm}._ Do you agree with that?

T N T S e e

-
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Tnu know perfectly well that Brigham \ouwo s coacept. Me was a]svays after that.
¥ell, Joscg ph Smith uses that cxpression "tho e:.pam.xr:g mizd."  We must expand
our mlnds constantly. This is what the gospel does. All eternity open before

Us and we start bere. The Lord wants the bridge head desiga to begin here with s



i curround ourselves ‘with everyday busy work, which rea

"bacl to the gospel in a sec

,nodest sca’e,'bu' 'we. must look and move in that dlrectlon andhthat_'s -whati
.Qa‘@rylno ‘v”And we are not limited to anything here; ‘we're suppesed
these things, but we don't need to quote the well-—kno'm -passages

r 523“' a;_te;
v1sdorn in’ all the best books and so forth. No, we re stuck with

p seeking
:D C - : ) ‘_7 A” ' : Y. :‘ '_- ‘ ‘_ :.:'j,_. - /! -A o '. ‘a

otlng someone else——and I belleve 1L—~that the goso°1
ould you tell us what the gospel

;ikwe frequently sa1d qu
B one of the best kept secrets in the Church.-
to you.. lee us!some pr1nc1p1es. RLOn s

;.

: ;teli§=his;son~* 3 £ Mormoni-Re
dnsetb1ngs are real.,. It was Alfred Norgh Rhlteﬁaad:on.his_ _ :
by great scientist and ‘mathematician as you know, he said "tnere are only two thlngs‘,_
¢Bgsurv1ve——on° is the Bible and one is Plato. And he Sald "it's because of
Bebe sense. of p0531b111t1es.that.s there and. then he said, "and these pOSSibllluleS
nemeal.~-All sorts of* matvelousuth1p°s teTp0351ble and t thase poss+b111t1es are-

s,aﬂu We must not coop “dovmn and bind ourselves. in with our. saucy . ‘doubts” and_fear‘

§ {4 order toO defend ourselves agalnst facing ‘the great things boyond We must not
11y doesn' t need to be done."

the gospel is our being here. The Eprtlans have a saying an, thy -existence

d with which 2ll other existences is nothing." Last night T
my——l*'s the new

;§a
;s 2 miracle compare
‘-1sread1rg 2 brand new book, it is only a month old on astrono:
angle. 1t's on the dark-holes and the pulsars and 211 that sort of thing. And
the things that impressed me SO much szbout that was that there was no place in
this systex for us to be here—-—-there was no place for us. The same thing in the
biological systen. Let me quote & biclogist on that, 1 just happen to have the
rlmn.quofatlons you know because these things happen to be interesting here, vhere
1a tells us: "Yes,-left w1th self’ (these are basic rules. you see, we will come
ond) ever ythlng“fénds tc becoms-more- aw&nmnxgbélsagﬁnrr‘ :

wW11~the rlnal “and’ nagurat;"“ate-of thlnos is.a ccemplete rﬂﬂdOJ dlstrlbut101 of

(0’-course, 't*s*yéaf:s° ) d:s0.: fothr-vouL heat aeaLH ”en cp3?¥
Qunﬁotural:andfhappens,onlf;b' ‘chance:encou :
Theée evewts aré sratistically wnlikely and

: i;ﬂhlyrorganlpedi l_ ¢ﬂgvorsanlsm is

of 1ts occu;rlng aﬂd c01t1n"1n¢'1 aOvcr 2 m;lll_fj“ff’_
life on earth to be11eve that -this Took place only by chance ‘places-a great ‘stta =
on the credulity of even ‘the most mechanistic blologlst. But the cosmos itself 7
is patternless being a jumble of random and dlsordered eveats—--we have no bu51nes=
being here 2s the biologlst Waldof Harvard said..
it's wildly improbable.’ ‘It's absurd, yet here we are. Yo the fact that we are
here is quite 2 marvelous thing. There is no place in tke ghiverse for us, but
here wed are-and we are pa*tic1nat1ng in a drama—--in a2 play, andé the play is not
going to make any sense unless you know how it begins or ends. 1f you go into 2
novie late, you krow, even if you are three minutes late, .you say, well what goes
on here. Or if you ‘are called away early, you ask your friend the next day. He
save, "How did you ‘1ike the play?” I don't know. I didn't seec how it ended.

You must know how it end s and you must koow how it begirns otherwise the play is
going to be ﬂaunin01;>s. flell, you are in the play. Yos come in the be~1nﬁlw;
of the play. 1It's been going on for thou>ands of ye rs¢ Beiore you get here an
even bafore you gat to find out vhat jt's about, you have to leave the Lheacrc.

e stagé and say "eell, what's going on? Lrﬁt am 1 supposed to

_ Su you stand on tH
1 don't know. 1 J“\en t b»cn here much

do?"  And the per;on next to )ou savs

Jtr's not just against probablll-;‘




L ez than you have.”. But the worst of 1t is you are in the play.  You have to
' -» meaningful part here. Well, what am 1 supposed to do. This is what

» 2 S0 : : .
L yey call a prologogy——how the thing began; and eschatology—-~how it's going to
M. .Dahl,

°,. This is what makes the play. And prologogy is beinz vsed now by C.M.
e Danish scholar, and others.. So much of the early Christian documents deal

ok this. The .vast _majority of_. material coming out now deals with pre-ezistence -
» 'posn—ekistence; JWithout this the play makes no sense. The gospel supplies. .
* uith_t;hj.s'know]...evdgg,and only the gospel does. Without this, it is a tale. = - LPHS
Feold bY an idiot, signifying nothing ‘and 'so forth.. The gospel tells us how the. SRR
ocy begins and how.it ends; and without ‘that you are helpless. You're distracted.
fgoching means anything, so heref’}ze‘_arve'.‘. And Joseph Smith started out telling us
§ our che pre-ekistence -and. _yqu:,.k'r;oy_;BrighVam_»Xoung_saip_l "that offended more Latter— ..
B 1.y Saints than-an ‘"c.:t_her}‘t;eaqu\irig.’,'{:?.'Mq_re_f_“ijfdé’;ile were . tested and tried and left- . T

e-existence than any other teaching, in— "

fihe church because of the doctrine of pr :
cluding polygamy. or anything else. . Any today we take it inm it’s stride. The
 world says now in the view of what's coming out, what could be more natural. TYou
B 1.ve got to have that part of the picture. But you see this is it. T find myself
5o the stage, but what am I supposed to be doing. ‘: The gospel is the only.chance
§ of getting an answer. "It will give meaning to what we do a2nd without it there will
¥ +o no meaning 1 assure you and you can quote plenty of poets, philosophers, and
¥ ptc. Let Avac_amgpéte one right here. I am looxking at it. Bertrand Russell-—this
g is given the example of where you are without the gospel. Here was a very devout,
E o very profound searching man, and so forth. "All the labors of the ages, that
g .11 the devotion, all the inspiration, all the noon-day brightness of human genius
f .re destined to extinction in the vast death of the solar system and that the whole
E temple of man's achievement must inevitably be buried benezth the debris of the
¥ .oiverse ruin, all of these things if not quite beyond dispute are yet so nearly
at-no philosophy which rejects them can hope to stand.™ Shakespeare's
"These actors are all spirits and have vanished into air-=-into
this vision, the cloud-capped towérs_;,
_the gorgeous palaces, the solemn temples, ERE great ‘g’—ft?ﬁ?‘ﬁéélf?ff@?;ﬁéffrthit :
E is inherit shall dissolve. And like this -unsubstantial pageant faded leave not.
‘2 rack -behind. "~ Shakespeare's last words were: ."It's 211 golng awey. It's all
1t —eve e cloud to show that-it was ever -~ e
47 The grezzest philosopher -of them
It's too tragic :“fo'r words. S

b certzin th
last play remember
thin air——and 1iké the baseless fabric of

just a play and ‘it won't-even leave-a wisp of -

| there." - Szeé without the gospel where you stan
all--Shakespeare--all come to _the same conclusion..

—-

- Yhat Ab.odk-»of_""_b:ookéfhav'et:inflhenéed you the most?. . o e B !
‘Well, actually the scriptures. -And to do like Shakespeare, things-like-the: = - L ‘
s of books you can go on naming them. The /- B

¥ Odvssey and so forth. All those sort
f one I happen to be reading, of coursg,
_Eg)'pti'an’writing that show amazing insight into things. _ . Lo
. . . r""ﬂ“{“'*h L - . - - . - .

‘feeling of a _spec‘\ial"yéalling or vocatioa.

-is the important ore. Right now it is some |

Y M bl Il et

You seem to have a
Coming irto this world, it's our privilege

£ a lifetima. The chaace to have a lifetimel

we all have our vocation as the Prophet Joseph said. And we

before we came here. The cifice and callings

rab it when you come here. Again your

e B X

R21l, we all»have..’_t_hra‘.t, of course,;
to have that. This was the chance o

A e o

R S e o

In coming in here,
‘were ordained for that office
openings should be ready and willing to g
tim+ v:ill not be wasted if you do that. Put we all have our veccation here in the
fuspel, not only as fathers of the children of our Heaveniy FTather. But you se& o
how all this comes together in the temple. Here you get the prologogy, you get
the eachatology, You get how the play begins, how it ends, why we are here, the
different phases we have to go through, etc. And the calling that each one of us
!mg, which is a very igportant one. We 211 have this. '

O ERR LTS




oy h2ve k’"l\.t"‘\ about the prophe‘.lc warnlngs ‘in tha Book of Ilormon and you
s spoken about’ so'nethlng called the f'b.ephlte disease.’ Ts tnat a threat

he Samts now>: B o _',: CE S SIS S PR

'-', 11, no. It alv.ays 1s.' Brigha-x Young sald Nobddy ever heard me say 1 was ‘ ' '
Fgaved.- -1 don't know whether I am or’ not. As long as I am in the flesh I am .
59?_}:13 of co-nm.tt::mg 'all sorts of sims. I don't know whether I will be true: R
faithful to the end./ You won't . .ever catch me saying that because that is . . . .
ﬂ# point of the test here. lou don t ‘reach the pomt where you are bayond falliné o
)ecause that is the, vc_lue of our hemg tested here." We fall into that sort of -
ﬂ,ma the van:.tles ‘of th:.s_"grld_and so forth. We are in constant danger and
O

¥ , ~taken by -Ei'xw,"hmgs of° ERis world:”
ter of fact the further we'go. ’tne more sorely we'rg tempt ey ¢
ase of Peter. And this is another th:mg ‘Brigham ‘sald, you shoulc‘. pray that‘you
wuld never have a vision or revelatl.on because the test is so much more severe
¢ after that you can't imagine what it would bz like. Ko it was Joseph Swmith in
E the discourses . that said ‘that, yes. . Don t ask for a lot of visions and revela-
f cions bacause than you will be in Teal trouble. ~Had you notlced what haupenad St
1o the apostles? “Notice what happenad to those who were around Joseph Smith in
E sirtland and” so forth. They were the ones who were tested, and all but four of
§ thea fell. They turned against him every orie of them at cne time or another.
B They were subjected to much severer tests than other people. And we have to watch

F out for that. . , , _ L

' that about race? Is the Church racist?

¥ %. You know, of course, 1t isn't racist. We-have: our. verious-privilegas and
¢allings as ‘far as that goes. 1.3 our various offizes to fulfill. And nothing
is being denied =anybody as far as that goess. Theg: aEeenghbibeing heldargepg ,‘;&]55?
E for things. Well, I myself never held any SFfice-in-the=Cfmarch- Ss-fariasitha¥ =
E goes. And what about being dem.eg the priesthood. VWhat, goes Joseph Smluh call
He- says 1t 151 'nﬁrous' bu*den It 's.a nard things Xery few
& U "x greater risk.
551ng-to :jo:.n tﬂe wo men Znd - chlldren
of us’ do ta.\._ adva'xuavb “of ou
58y “hetells us-that::
':, tne prles._hood) "And

~the. pri iest Lhood" L

. anj a;e callcd blxt few Hre cncr'err. : R
th are:they-not. “chosen;" be"ause their. hearts a_re ‘too much uporr the’ thlnos of the

..-f'; So- 1inyou-conb1ne the pr les:._hood it” 1’s'Better Tiot “to have “1EC
lose anything if. you don’t.’ ‘Because it is only a Lask-—-—ar onerous butden.”
that have to be ‘done. You get no glory out of it here, because only your Heaveals
E Father knows 1f you have earned 1t and what that glory is. And as soon as you
ﬁ start--remecber the Lord tells us this—-—as soon as you stz-'t taking credit for
r amen.  Joseph Smith says, ''amen to the priesthood and authority of that man.'
: Rencnb;r as soon as we start taklng credlt and g]or) to oursalves for anyth:.na
B ve do,"amen to the priesthood of that man."  We can't abuse it. It has to be

- exercised with hum.llty and nobody knows who gets the reai prize.

et e et o T

| Some of your friends and enenies have labeled you a devoul ‘conservative. I've
2lvays thouzht of you as quite liberal. -Am 1 right? Seccnd quastioa. What'

do you thn" of such labels?

i
liberal in one .,hlnq and conservative in 'm"tz‘:r as far s that
conserve things). ¥o, 1 thmk the queqtum is if you -2at to
Why not?. Let's pass that ‘:_‘Jes..um. '

are
ant to
ahout such things.




""A.'e you a party man"

5 *.:‘vu

F vy, 1 20 not a party man.: . I am constantly reprlmanded for spln.ttlng tickets
- yod doing things llke that. = :

.ar do you thlnk of the. 1dent1f1cat10n of the gospel wlt‘n polltlca" 1deolonles?

,"' .

{ec me see there was a statement ofﬁ Jcseph Smlth here. I knew belng a P°Ilt1€al

L srox the Iirst teachings or instructions he received from heaven in the first
f ;r2se 2nd refused:by:-his.disobedience.ito be- ‘governed by them. Consequently, he
¢ sormed ‘such lawsuas Dbest suited. to his ow 'n m:md % And God said. !'well we'll make
. the bast of that then. We'll have to do". But it's not the laws he wants to
'swe us. See this is the point. Thouoh man would not admit the influence of a
- power superior to his own, yet God has instructed man to form wise and wholesome
1,05, It is a second best--doing the best you can. This is the Prophet Joseph
. :2lking, "And since he has departed from him and refused to be governed by those
Jaws, God has given him his own. voice from on high. But that man was not able
pizself to erect a system or plan with pewar sufficient to free man from a des-
rrection which awaited from hin is evident from the fact that God has before
renarked, prepared to sacrifice his son, and so forth. -They aren 't the same
thirg at 211l. Now where he says here, YA moment's candid reflection upon the
principles of these systems is sufficient for every candid man to draw his own
conclusion in his own mind whether this is the order of heaven or not. We deen
it 2 just principle that all men are created equal and that all have the :
privilege of thinking for themselves on all matters relative to conscience. Con-
s~ouent1y then, we are not disposed had we the power to deprive anyone of the-
_exercising of that free independence of mind whi ch heaven so has so graciously A
“bestowed upont’ ‘the. human: family as one’ of Fea f“"iou:est*gxftsv*. v Bat: thiss ::,s,u-»lrmi
you only have to look about you to reali ze that the gospel is one thing and tRis™
is another. 1It-is reasonable to.suppose that man departed from .the: first teachingzs
:nd instructions- and refused. by his dlsobedlence -to be.governed by them. . He forms=2 .
laws 2s best suited to his own mind. And though man won 't admlk. Lhat it ds a i
second be:t-"lt s a poor second Dest. B S S S

Do you thmk t‘ne gospel g:wes answers to- questlo*xs suc‘1 as "should there 'be a o
graduated federal income tax,or should we have publlc educatlon or soc1al securlt"

- or pa..tlf:.an questums like that"" SonE

!es it ansvers them bv saying 1f.you have a celestlal order tnose questlons wouI-
" be answered. You wouldn't bother about them--they wouldn't exist; but as things
are at present, it's a case of making do with the second best as far as that goes.
BT that's not the gospel, and the Lord has told us these things are--well as we ‘
Sust read from the Prophet Joscph--because man refused to be,ooverned b} God.
H211) I'11 give you the best I can, being our kind. Heavenly Father--help you aTo“:
the bcsf way you can and as you are able to adapt yourselves to better things
v&'ll do that. But we are never going to achieve it through earthly govern.ents,
I an sure of that. Joscph had some remarkable things to sgy on that. "A mowment's
tzndid reflection upon the prlnc1p1esof these systems is suff1c1ent for every
¢andid man to draw his own conclusion in his own mind whether this iz the order oI
hzaven or not. We deem it a just principle that all men are created eugal and thzt
21 have the privilege of thinking for themselves on 21l matters relative to con-
Sticnce. Conmsequently then, we are not disposed H 3 we the pover to deoprive anyez?
o0 the encreising of that, free independence of mind which heaven so has so SIGC](~31)
hestowed upon the human famlly as one of its choicest ¢ 1f ." So he gives us the
t<d vou see--he g1vcs us his plan and he gives us--men depart from that. He says

<
.
3
.

sclentiSt you would bring something like that up. Joseph says here, "Man departed B




;e

her he ga)s all righ* do the best you can aﬁd
Of c0uroe,,;-ﬁ

ght as our Alnd Heavenly Fat
‘But’ 1t s not the plan he s- nga1 us.’

-ry to help you there.
d fferent thlng entlrely. e

i

"t

L L ;' i

a
Orwin fhe Chprch'should we ask .’

it our lot to do or dle,
_and expect to- recelve an
, we aak,that of our Heavenly :ather., Ydu'have a. pbrfect rlghu to do th

is very large.nov, people can't be

"You ‘go- to him. * The church.
the plme with mlllions'of'people 1n_;he_Chur;h

~you .do? ~Well evar} man has . to’ eive -
wThis*zs“oﬂe —of~ the’gra,dest*
his own revelatlon.: Tnare s
3 , T T

but never ask.why.
answer7 e :

Frime you want.
‘1n0 up - to Pre51dent klmball all
: : ' Well“'what_d

”@verymimportant.
That every man recelves
oseph Smlth on that.»

’e1aulonqzor_“'
«qclples of the gospel is
2 good quotatlons from J

k the questlons and they are the o
red or Moses or Abraham.

"] ywill refuse to be coo—'
2nd Abraham the same

nas

instance in which people as
m are partlcularTy blessed._ Like the brother of Ja
Hoses, remember and he says in the Book of Moses
He breaks doun, he just doesn't understand it.

& . ney Feally question. And the Lord -blesses them for that. He blesses
fien 2nd then he shows them the way. But you do find these cases in which the .
bn 2lmost rebels but the Lord always welcomes that 2nd the same thing with

#®rahan too.

sy take every

\_

ered'

mbarrassed by or anxious shout the temple. The

at to intelligence--2 relic of a primitive past,
Is the temple relevant or real? -

ltural Morwons are sometimes e
is an affro

dowment, they say,
copy of a SOClal club 1n1tiat10ﬂ and so oOn.

“'k°11 vkat.a of c&;rea -the- boak~f&atf

o iong book—~1t S- 800 pages’ or: SO._ Ry -va1: Sk 1 GiE
and ‘things- “like- that. No, the temple, of c0urse

->tne wreat thlpg.A This is’ rea‘ly somefhing and it's be1 g dxscovered too.ﬂ'I;;ﬁﬂ

m thlS temnleAls belng dlscove'ed D) ou;s:ders.; It! s one O ost rarveLOLc
: arted on that tnough' : :

pu~ oW 01 “the’ tenple.
1s wltn Josebn Smlth paaytx,

iifesting on of.the-stron est
truths can be found by’ reading old
What would you say in repl) to

-

aswaccused )ou-of-maﬂ
‘That is that’
£ with: ‘the past..

ne gultufa* Morman h
ever neld by Hormons.
and by concerning onesel

is in the
The nrltink

Taat's ‘2n interesting thing. The only way we have of capturwnw the past
vritings that way. 0f course, the Lord has given us these documents.

§is cuite...

heyrlnslst that this is a false notlon to think that something really im-
could have Egyptiens

tant is to-be found by reading Eg)ptlan documcnts.y "Y¥hzt, ¢

o anyvway that is 1mportant°

‘l()
[5 T S

u will find out what they %now that's iwportaant.
t this 1is sC. Yo, 3 vr&at deal is
mpletely revo olutionized

and thea yo

it is very important here to realizc tha

right now. The whole ithing is being coi
at they had and so forth. 1t really is quite 2

sseph is right in there. You'll have to read
jt's woing to be good .

2 have to read them
1

‘ng discovered
The whola picture of wh

elous lhlﬂb. Now the prophat J
Rt bOOa,Lhat & coming out. ,it's a long on&, but




rpr_nod do you use in dom.c' n* storlcal -esearch"
as a 11ttle 1:id. You follow a cycle, 2
1 areas that have to be cover=l, i

ays follow the samev:PEvery since 1 v

is something you see, . There are certam cultura
snally it was. from. c13551cal, you. see, then early Eur opean, Anglo-Saxon, and.

Ea2ant literature and “then modern. *And. then, of course, I had to add the Orlente-,,
1 was in college. . And you read im. ‘these cycles and so forth. And y6u have
kollow & reaular system. I have followed that systen for )ears and years. .~

1 21w

u.read 1:a1:xd.oml.y‘7

a two—day system ‘now.. You have to go in a
t would be.so fasc1natlﬂg you would get: stuck

¥ ,.c =nd then you would just stay . ‘with it. But you ‘+ead in. a cycle. ~L teke it 1L
gt 2 two-day cycle now. Two days of Egyptian and two days, Babylonlan' two days,
ek; and then you go ‘right on the cycle and then you come back again so you coves
and keep sort of . a balance. But that's sort of a crank vay of doing it. =
You become 2 spec1allst '

e things all in mind at once.
1t is very 1nportant to do this. =

‘no. nght nod you.have to- do 1s
use otherwise you get one i

;g becea

hgs
you have to ‘keep thes
Vone area and the picture changes.

are you 1nterested in patterns in history?

S S .
ThlS is the interesting thing now,
omas Henry Buckle

cause everything falls into these patterns.
does fall -

by sea. Ve didn't think that before; but be ginning with Tn
bk in the middle of the last century, he began to show that history

tb definite patterns. We have these patterns to follow, LOO.

s 1 syt
B ooiors

Tl R
gt )
T e e

oy

- s Y

“having a bias an intellectual siﬁ?

We all have that. Of course, Ve

perrvT

Xou have to have it.

oy can't .escape that.
falé develop that. idea.

R don t we’ end up prov1ng what ve. want to. prove and neglecLlpg' Veryt 1ngrelse7"

e checked enouoh from outswde.'7m0V you see’ “if 1 ver

things. llkc that.

But if you bewe to,‘

ho, you don t not if you hav
d talk to othar peapte aboiit . 1L “too,

o confine my attention to my: classes or

you will stick your nec&'out and go-out an
ou see.  I.run in with the bO}S from the U. of U. all the time Well, you have ‘
Rto do .that, if thexe’ls g01ng to be any ‘balance. Sure, you. d01 T 3ust ca rry on” xvi‘“

pour own shoa. o R A
fhat do you think of so-called experts oOf authorities? 1Is there such a thing as
an expert? > - . o SR

;ho has read 2lot about certzin things and denlsv~
m an expert. I'm no expa2rt. That 's why

he time and let theﬁ speak for me, because

But 2 person w
you might call bhi

documents all t

ftc, there isn't.
Buith certain things,
?"1 have to keep quoting
g1 don't know ady of this stuff.

into sales careers—~1np
they beccne aﬂbltxons,

ut and return and enter vrance anad like—
the stock market, they becoxme
‘Do you? ,

[ -
rticular line.

¥ \lizsionaries go ©
or they turn to business,

successiul and we appla aud them.

1.7 ) . -
Wiy sure. They succeed in their pa




'I guoss there is. nothlnfv wrong wlt‘\ it 2s far as that goes. You talk about the
-.i;ncle'\t patnarches--—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and so forti-~-they are measured

ip terns of success.: But, of course, all this is as the Prophet Joseph Smith .
‘says "all. thls is as no._h:mg—-no-. a drop in the bucket-—conpared with the. eter-—- L

;,15 the gospel 1ntended to somehowt equ:.p us to do the thmgs the world wants to -
'L}do better than it can? .. : -

:rmng»other tﬁihes, sure.- g We have to’ 1f we are to: esgablu‘n Zlon.
we have to do. We do these thlngs very well. ' "

4.

 How does the gospel relate to our contemporary mlddle clasa cultu;.e or . value sys

V.Q_

j_oa, boy...' N ,' the gospe" is to brlncr a'oaln tne Llngqo-n oE God dise what it s’
do. And this is a very different thing. Ve ‘could get war:ned up on that quesflon

- but I'm not g01ng to.

L

- Many of the saints are concerned about the wickedness of others. For example, they
. are angry at the Communists or some political party or the bankers or the blacks.
' ¥hat do you think of such a policy? »

- Hell, the goépel has set this 21l for us. We have the scriptures to follo;i and
- that will give you the answer to everythinz as far as that goes. ‘Those that are
blessed are-blessed and they enjoy the bles;:.r'hs and the promises end we Gust

ngnteouslv to fulfill .our parts and rec *blessxnfgx

- Is our concern with the wickedness of others a sign of anything in our owm
jsnlrltual". A i;e"

‘Z.V°II SI%think the rd ‘has  great 'plans in mind. I’ think ke has- O_eat* things
| us here; Many revelatlons are go:Lno ;o co—xa forth -and me:ms are. gaing to be
opeéned and we're going to have »:nowledge given to us that we've never had before.
-1 think these things are going to be available. The keys are being supplled no%.
:‘A_.nd personnel is belno formed, ycu might say, is being drazited or volungeered

F Is every opinion of a General Autborlty 2 revelar.lon" . ) o o
Well, no.t; nec__essarily.' The} can have thelr o.m OplnlO’lS 33 the Prophet Joseph
- Says and the same thing with Brigham Young.

How do you know when it is?

- Yell, you know for vourself. 1Tt is given for every man te know for himself.
And that's why we have the gospel. '"Man shall know for himself," is the formula.

There secem to be obqtacles in the way of the testimony of many young La tter-Day
‘/5\.xnt_=. They are put off by what they see or at least they sometimes tell ne
the triviality of the things we do or by stupidity er by cur ignorance or by
. -“‘utwc_s wicked and dlsh’*nest men. Can a testimcny survive that?




bfcdurse; it cah;

It has ,nbthit’ig to. dow:Lth that‘. A
one of that makes t
11 the right time,

testimony comes direct =
he slightest bit of :
it doesn’t weaken ny test-

to you from your ’He'é{rehly'}?a.ther'.f N
difference. If the clock doesn't te

gmony at all.

e

ire you goncérned; withthe Ie;zde;_s}i‘ip‘ ‘of.,vthe Chufch?_ ' |

i G

Fope, ROt a bit. I certainly am not. Th
ghrist, and He knows what He's doi

ing - Don't worry. .

e,r.leaders',hiﬁ of the’ Church 1s Jesus

N R G el Y

pf course I would sustain_ Judas.

3

. v ik .

ey STty

But he was a devil‘;

pezerber what the Lord said. ™I have chosen you and one of you has a devil.” 7
g2t he chose him. The Lord has his purposes in these things. = If we sustained .~
konly perfect people, we wouldn't Sustain anybody. The Lord has his Purpeses

Ha these things. ' o ' ' -

v
T L B

ARt e =

ety

¥Ihen you are not turnmed off by the Church by

N [

seeing the falsehoods of its nembers?

e

e
il s

a2, heavens no. . That would strengthen your festimony if anything. We have plenty
ol scripture. We have the Book o

f Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, Pearl of Great
Price shows us how the struggles and tribulations eople have had in
oo
L

e T S

TR AT T

at is the threat to the Church in days of prosperity? S R bl mo

e Ry

he Church has aly_aysﬂ_b_éep the same.

It's because they received the testimony ‘too.
? or trick by.which ve can force people to believe &
“ldn't be the gospel of salvation.

8]

‘There's no scheme or
he gospel, otheruise it

_Of course t’nac"é{ what the Book of T-Ibmon;v._
s vritten about. .The Book of’ Mormon is the threat to the Church in: the days’ .
®: prosperity. - And” that we forget_the Lord, which is very easy.’ But I don't . :x y
hink we will forget him now. We are too dependent on him. We are skating too
-3¢ to the edge here. [ e T S LT {
‘ LT AT DRI s P TR AR Ty o
Wl our enemies prove thé gospel false? = ~ B é
%
' 4 :k :- g 4 !
0 We""prove it trua? i - gf ,;‘:‘; !
- . a . . ' . |
» ROL 1f they don't want to hear it. As the scripture says, "though an ange} - il
%2 heaven told them, they would not believe."™ 3o they don't have to balieve, it i
€y are under no obligation to. - If they do, it's because they are lead by the 4o
pirit, ;
i

S E Ry

ould wa

be tr);ing_ to.ésta‘;;lish érguments for the gospel? :

Rire
rk’

th

there's nothing wreng with that. Use ar
your strong reasons', the Lord has said.

T world to bring forth their
S o

gunents for the gospel. "Bring
. and we are supposed to invite
strong reasons. And the Lord brings forth avi-
from day to day. These things build up, of course, beeause it's all buila-

510 an end. 1t's all building up to his millerial reign upon the earth. Things

P e e e o s

P




W ove a motlon and a dlrectlon here.
® .4 preserve what we; can.L And bring forth our strong reasons and let the
1d brlng forth thelrs That s what the Lord has 1nvited us to do.

vvgaorge, I ‘should remember that'
 yas. Boy——I o pretty~far gon-.,

These are questions that ‘sometimes
g.ble Latter-Day Salnts~-y0uno Latter-Day Saints. You agree w1th the Blshop

Eg

»aAnd 'we are supposed to ‘acquire and Luild .

E Usher!s-chronology.-—Has-the-creation-4004-B.C:?

’:Héffﬁééﬁ?tTSO;‘Bﬁf}thé»chronGIogy~1s full of surprises. This is the point. "
ervching's changing here all the time. And it works both ways too. Some things
- much newer than we think, some things are much older than we think. But of
;zse all time is present before the Lord, as far as that goes. And he has div1‘ed
: history up into dlspensatlons. We llve inTour own-box, so to ‘speak, and what -
' golnéjon in the other boxes is Sometimes SOﬂethlno we can't even ima01ne ‘what
would be like to live in Egypt. But we have a vast accumulations of documents
.a) Still, we are tested by our own standards, we have come to this world in
is dlspensatlon to be tested by questions and situations which are totally

;Fens to: other times and places. Even the time of the Prophet Joseph
long d1d it take God to create the world?

come on. He has a'l the time in the world. And remember, time is only

by man, the Lord tells us, as far as that goes. Of course, it’s a -

By interesting question. Time being relative and so forth. But remember we
glicve that the gospel and thése things come ixem eternity to eternity.. We . , -
e dealing with the eternities here. This fs no business of checking it.very . ¥
}rezu;ly on_the calondar.; Though,_some_thi ngs are much b;lefer than we thlnk‘ ;
! some. e\pand ‘much more ?iﬂelthhéhiweithin} ; '

1oz

5y . v o
‘11, those'things are still in suspension. Ve haven't answered them yet. And
interests me very much as far as that goes, but again we:are dealing with a
lative situation. 1f you had been on the earth at a particular time in the

, for example, what would you have scen? Yhat would your state of mind be?
would it be likke? VWell, how can you reconstruct thzt You bring together
cf evidence carcefully as you can and then you non 't have the vaguest idea.
., for evanplc——lmdgﬁlne what it would be like to' sa, in Balil today or in
:foundland, places some people have been--you haven't--you go there and it
Sa't like Lhat at all. You aré cnmpletel) wrong about the whole th)u& So

Ccantg recorfzruct Lhe whole picture and be’ doymatlc about it. -

y
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‘ym,reject biological“evolution?,

that's an 1ntetest1ng questlon,\léa'tnit. Vell 1: depands on how we"“
ine it here. All creatures exist in their own particular spheres, you know
far as that goes. ' And we do feel a ‘kinship with the animals and we should.

g we are goling to 11ve with them 1n the etern1t1es, wve should lova the critters-
.chey learn to love;us.u. : : .

ey

E: & gi{i»-’-‘%
cs uhat he was wrltlng about 1n Man S.

-,bLt then you have~to go into all sorts of things deflnlng your evolutlon
focess.  What school you are goino to repreaent and so forth, as far as that
pes. : : : S : »

puld you say something about the religious hobbies of sectarian Mormons?

O -

1y mean they're not worth commenting on? Some of the presidents of the Church
\vewarned us about religious hobbyisa? ' '

s, I may be.gullty of it myself as far as that goes. Everyﬁody specializes-
D certain points. Bu: it depends on what he means by religious hobbyism., That
S vou get on one particular thing and: everybody gets on a gaztlcular El&m at 2
articular time. So you are writing a -paper about something and that's what jou'
'xethinklng about all the time. It then beccomes an obsession with you as far
s that goes. And before you know it, you are a rellglous hobbyist. And I could
2 accused of that. "erybody else could. ‘ Coe oo

s the spirit the intelligence of man's'self—existen*7 Is it self-conscious and
fPique? ‘That's an important.question incidently? You mentioned the pre ex10tenc,,
“ much an affront that was in Joseph Smith's day.

, N -

i uas. ST

1 right, how would you answer that question?

11, in the affirmative. We don't realize, of course, what we are or anything
€. So-man if you kmew what you were. And we come from the eternities and - . -
' pass into the eternities as far as that goes. And this is the whole thing '
Pth the gospel, it deals with the eternities. / . '

. o S R .

there was a time when we weren't self-conscious?
don't know. At that time I wouldn't remember. Was there ever a time you were
“pletely unconscious? Recount what you experienced.

i
i

&5 the 8th chapter of Mormon apply to us now?

A few only who co not lifi themselves up in the pride of their hearts.
this is a prophesy for our own time.  But it's the human animal anyway--
human hature anvway as far as that goes. You're alvays going to get this.




= thls is what we have t:o flght. We are 11v1ng in two worlds at once here-—- -
good world that we know we should belong to and the world of our vanity that
are always sub51d1no and sliding down into--the easier way. Yes, we are-
ying to walk on two tracks-at once.. We keep slipping all the time. It's a
fzcult thlng. : . B , R S

says that we have polluted the Church because of the pnde of our hearts and
ause-we seek the praise of the world and we suffer the needy and the hungry
ad r,he poor and the naked to pass by and don t even notlce them. 2o -

H

3 c is Mom0'1 speaklng of - Ou:- tx_mes., I»e ve been guilx:y °$ that: at: t}.mes._ Wel];;
all are. We are not- suff1c1ent1y aware ‘of _what other pzople are, what they
bhink, what they do, or anything else. We have enough trouble with our own _
.-inking as far as that goes. But this dces apply. What the gospel does is
fexpands our minds. The expandlng gospel and the expandlng mlnd.

rother Nlbley told me that he wanted thls to be faith promoting and edlfylng,
acd I believe it has been. I consider this an historic occasion, and I hope

you have paid close attention. Well, you might pay attention to the silences
Bor the gestures as well as the words‘ -




