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RNcnoZy to Dlane

\ Provo, Utah
e NP : July 29, 1960

-« per 3rother Burgon, #
It is hich time I was explainiag my reluctance +o assist people in

- getting FD degrees in Religion or anything else here at the gyy, The

i time is not ripe for that sort of thing, and I wonder if it ever will
be. Why, for example, should I attempt to introduce you to the rysteries
of Egyptian vhen within a few hundred miles of here is a man with caly
one or two stucdents who knows & hundred times more about Egyptizn than I
ever will? It is evpensive, unnecessary, and not really heonest for us
to pretend to duplicate the work of firmly estzblished and far batter
equipped instructors and institutione. 6hould the Church have a univer-
sity at all, then? Not, I believe, in the conventional sense. Let me

explain,

In an article in the current Jewish Quarterly Review I refer to the
fierce conflict that took place in the first five centuries after Chriegs
between the "literalists” of the Church and the "allegorists®, or, as
they called each other, the "anthropororphists” and the “epiritusitzers®.
The latter were wholly under the sway of the University of Alesxarndria,
and in the end they won a total victory. Ever egince thea the teachings
of the Christian churches have been those of the old pagan universities;
for winen the Church losi revelation it had to turn to another source for
quidance, and so threw itself into the 2ims of the estrblished schools
of lexrning. Thée schoolmen, &5 one of them expresses 1t, took over the
office and function once belonging to the prophets, and once in power
guarded thelr authority with jealous care, quickly and violently SUppres—
sing any suggestion of a recurreat inspiration. S ‘
While I was at Berkeley I was asked to spezk to a student group cn
the subject, "Is U.C. Anti-religiocus?" After considerzble incuiry I was
forced to admit that the Berkeley institution is if anything less antde
religious than the BYU, where religion is under more conscious and de-

Iiberate attacX.) But I do not for that reason hold my BYU colleagues
culrable -~ they carnot help themselves. By its very rature the University

is the rival of the Church; its historic mission has been to sunplv the
. cuiding light which passed away with the Joss of revelation, 2ad it c=p

w.M2Ke no concessions €6 1ts ansolute_authority without forfeitirg that
_gutkcrity.  In a series of articles in the Exa (1953), I showed how almost
~all the opposition tc the Restoration of the Gospel from the beginnipg
came Zrcm the intellectusls; how else could they react to the return of.
revelaticn? After inspecting the great Prussian universities at the perk
of their splendor, Orson Spzncer reported to Brigham Young that “the -
- univercities are leading the people deown into hell." This shocking state-
meat i no more devastating than what Nietzsche wrote zbout the sane - »
! unilversities a generation later, or what a nuwber of German scholars have
- written ebout them in cur own tim2: George Steiner blames the universi-
.. ties zhove all for "such a profound deadness of spirit, such &n Inssc3prble
- scree of trivielity and dissimulation,” as has possessed the modern
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cermzezn mind; the tniversity, he stys, hec “drilled into the German people
. errible wezkness for clcsans ond pozpous cliches,” Erother Spencer
wae right after all; ard vet thoce very Prussien schoolg of which he spoke
. becaite the models of our Acericzn institutions, and it is their proud,
confident, befuddled teachings that still resound in the recesses of
xeon 8pencer Hall!

I have discucsed the rupplanting of the Gospel by the teasching of
the schools (in ancieat tizes, that ig) in a nunber of studies, but to Show
vhat I mean one cxample close to hame will suffice. on Karch 23, 1555, ¢
engacged in & public discrssion in Salt Lake with ny friend Sterling
McMurrin., I closed my rather feeble address with the words, "at thie point
(L.e., after we havc discovered the depiths of our cvn ignorznce) we can
begin the study of the Gozpel; there is no further nced for waiting around
until ‘History' can make up its mind." Ismediately Sterling (for it was
his turm to speak) arcse and introduced his own éisccurse by saying, ‘Xow
we will hear the real Gorpel."” This brought a round of appiause frem the
university crowd~-did theyv realize what it meant? It wasg a frank ceclara-

- tion that the cerebrations of the learned men and KOT the u terances of
the prophets cixprise the Gospel. This hus been the credo of the Christizn
schoolmen since the daye of Clement of Alexandria: the University, Christian
KMoslex, Jewish cr pagan, has i{ts cwn religion, and the zsic tenet of the¢
religion is the denizl of revelation: *“We altogether avoid saying posi-
tively and confidently anvthing which contradicts menifest experiences and
rzasoning of philosopny or the other sciences. The truth of the Holy Writ
cannot be comtrary to the solid reasons and experiences of huran knowledge. ™
*Tnis nzive falth in the infallibility of our preseant knowledge wculd make
many & moderm physicist smile, and it has been shrewdly criticized by
C.5. Lewis: )

-

Another thing I've noticed about reality is that,
pesides being difficult, it's odd: it isn‘t neat, it
isn‘t what vou expect...Reality, in fact, is always
soxething you could not have guessed. That's gcne of
the reasoms I pelieve in Christianity. 1It's a zeldi-
gion you could nct have guessed. If it ofiered us just
the Xind of universe we'd always expected, I'G feel we
were making it up...{It) has just that gqueer twist sbout ,
it that real thingc have. So let's leave behind all these
boys' philcsophies-~theze over-simple answers. The prod-
lex ien't simple and the answer isn't going to be simple
either...mither this men was, and i, the Son of God: of
alae 2 padman or scrething worsSC,..Buk don't let us come
with &ny patronizing nonscnse nggptgﬁ}smbaing_g_ggggg A
buman teaches, He hes not ieft thet open to us...X'm try=- |

“Ing here to prevent cHVEne Trom paying the really ei1ly thing
that people cften say about Him: ‘I'm ready to accept Jirug
ar a great moral tecacher, but I den't ceccept hic claia e

.- .. be God.' That ir the thing we mustn't say. A &R who Wos
* Pererius (16th Century) o
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' playing safe in s ticklish situstica.
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werely a mzn 2nd s2id the scrt cf thinges Jesue said,

would Bot be a creat moral tencher. £&¢'d Te eith
d—3wavice~on tne level with the mon who poye he’'s 3

poochsd ceg—or elce khe'd be the Dovil of Bell.™
__/——J
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Bow well these wo=ds apply ir & leSser mcipare to Joceph £mith or
any true prophat! ¥Fhat 1owis 18 here condomming 48 the very type of
thinking that is being so ailigently cultivated hy cur Morzoas intellect-
uzls, wac pust have their religion neat znd ratienal, and vho ba2ik at any-
thing in the Gospel that could not have errtng £roo their am minds., A
cood exanple of this is Brother perrectt's honout, persictent, a2ad well-
geant e£fcrts to convince our scminaly and institute poople that God gimdly
caroT hove foreknowledage of things, since that, according to an cld and
threadiare argument, would be inccapetible with the free sgency of sen.
That i3 the party-liine of the tniversity, the principle stated thove by
pererius, that the mind of men always hasd -priority over the Wexd of God.
How those who take this position do 5o not because they are religious
venegades, but simply because it is the only safe position they can toke,
It is not that they are ashzmed of the Gespel, but rather that they ase
sbached in the presence of the learned, intimidsted by 2 gicuztion with

which they cannot cope. A&galn, let e exploln,

There are four cbviocus ways of mepting the challcuge of the learnsd

worlad:
1.
greatest nuisauces in

we czn icnore them. This 18 cften a good idea, since the two
the Church are {(a) those who think they Xknow ezoush
to disprove the claims of Josepk Smith, and (b} those wno think they Xoow
enoush to prcve then. Actuzlly, nobody ¥nows nearly encogh either to
prove or disprove the Gospel-—‘Kan cantot Y gearching £4ind ocut God.* If
we ignore the learning of the verld, then of course we will have ro nced

of institutions of higher learning.

2. We can run away from thoem, Thet ig, we can claip to be schelzrs
in the full znd proper sease of the word, znd yet refuse to meet other
gcholars on their own ground, confining our learped antics to audiences of
*aur own people.® We at the BYU waat the werld to accept ocur acadonig
pretensione, even though we do not begin tocume up to its academic stone
dards. He claim special status and imrunity a6 a Church school, and yot
ask full faith and credit in the world for a trand of educaticn which we
will not allos the world to criticize. 211 this is a form of rvnaing oway
from our schelsstic responsibilities. When books and articles pgainst
theChurch and its teachings have comeé out in the past, no notter b -
patently felse and unfalr they bave been, none of the Chuxch's army of
profescional scholars hze shown any inelirntion to rush to the defense of
~ the faith, though even a mercenary chould chow scae meisure of loyalty to

hig ewployer. Why ig this so? Those who keep gilence when the Church 18
" attecked are neither vicicus oz depraved, but they axe afrzié~-they are
Por hoving given cut thebt they ara
to cave foce with the Gentiles end the czints, Stoer

scholurs, they must 5
o A oh their limitations would be brought to light.

f.r‘__clcar gf. any situation
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.- '3, ¢ . wuooe with the wawrld This HAS always peen sLandgrd
,frccedure with our Mormon iptellectuals \ahdr else con they 30, SInCE
~hey - wyst stana up G vhe Lpuositior ard cannct afford to run away:
c.eniry s More preveélant wstnd tae LDS ggnosimer. trarn the illuvesione that
2e am <he cowpany of the experts and gain thezxr
N iTurmLiy CUT PoOrly euurinyd 2 s=hnlars tend o 0znicC whan
- - substitute BETICUS disTULS
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cize Mrs, Brolie or su€ax oo
h3

cre oo, oiMormour iU wNlilte AR yEd T -
A ————— . .
Sar their LIMIity-cRerz oImhitace SAmONISReS tney A0&INSt rOofKIns the hosnt
srowaTECE warli they Canill Tl EoT oy poAnT s thal ey Cl4lT LT i
cvweore uasmert and vOlarTEal 1nOenbelveld &y Si¥eruards fo: % L.d RAS
er tmoit DUl l@EILIRG oo LEREL & oSSl az weshronss T Lhie Unllol
Specacul l€Arnings: Considexr ouar mext point.
e . - - N .
4. We can weet ¢ sxtion ¢ eir on grounds, vublishing in

their journais twhich are open to all. znd presentinc the clear evidence
_6f The oricinal sources. This is exactly what we have not been doling. We
have fondly supposed through the years that we could rask our inadeguzc
behind the awesome facade of tities and degrees; Gur intellectuals rest
their whole case on that verv authoritarianism of ren¥ ard protocol which
thev have always affected to descise. Here, as you know, our most serious
wezkness has ever bheep in the field of 1anguag§§ilgggg;§§;y;;be fiel o
“GHIEE’EEZ_EEKEEi of the Prophets and the KRauvoo University were particular~
1y strong. AIl kaowledge of the past—-historical, philosophical, literary,
. reIigicus, etc.--comes to us throuch written texte which {z8 I showed at
length in @ number of Era articles in 1955} cannot be critically examined
or uncerstood in tramslation. The irdispenszble key to the past is languege,
and in our Utah schools we have always affected a unicue ané interse
interest in the ancient world. We have tried to oper the lock without the
key: only in Utah can you tzke advanced courses in the fine points of
Greek literature fromr a mzn who does not know a word of Greek but who, in
the nzme of scholarship, has driven hundreds of young people from the
Church (I have run into them everywhere); only here can vou attend public
'.ég§gggg§_nz,fhp Desé Con Corslis—py savants who cannot read a line of them;
only here can you study Cleassical and Mear Esste-n CIvIIizztion and thought
under exzerts to whom a line of Horace-ég-the Taimud might as well be :.
Chines2; only here can ycu listen to discourses on the philcllyy of the -
Tower of Babel by authorities who kncw no language but English, and so on
ané 8o ocn~—it is unbelieveble. I well rexember the amazement and delight .
with which I perused the BYU catalcgue as I waited for my first interview
with Tresident MacDonald. HNever had I beneld such a suaptucus cffering in
Classical Antiquity; thers were advanced courses in Greek and Roman FR
literzture, philosophy, religion, zxchaeclogy, language and what-not.. "You
pust have a splendid Classical library," I observed to president MacDonald, -
who, in his curt blunt way r=plied, “"The Brigham Young vniversity hes a0

litrazy.” “Ccme acain?" gucth I in sstcalisnpeat, and he repecated the brutal
phrase. At cnce I rushed to the STalhks and disccvered that he was TiZdew-

e . . - . w
o . % P e ¥
B - -




on the &shelves juct one Greek booi {Homer) and onf Latin bocolk
iius), 2nd I soon found out that ncbody in Provo could rexd a 1l re
Yet we were offering the youth of the Church an un-z-alleied

LAl

liher one. X
lection of courses, zlong with higher degrees, in Classical studies.

, Today we are stronger hoth in library and in staff, bu: the grotescue

' disproportion hetween our claims and _our perforkance is UE groct H5 cver—

for mov we offer the PhD,

' "he ford illusion that there is an area of mental activity to ke

cdesignited as advanced study or higher learning is costing us dearly at
tho DV, There ie no such thing as advencaed otudv. During thes past weow

ied very herd at Berlielev. Was it zdévonced study? I was Lizdgerel
.

enG krliled six hourse a week by 2 fcllaoy twenty vears my junior wno vo
ar

8 €
Lan and Coptic inte my heand,

tryving Lo kacck the simple elerments of Soypti

It was =il very elementary: my teachner would sev afier he had giver :
particularly brilliant demonsitraotion that any Bgyptien child of &
rchanyy iaugh himfelf sick 8% 0hT SOISRT and LapOricus aitempis to o
qgggzzuci the lanquage. Ko Knew [DE WACLE TLANG WS noT ok an mdvancos
ozt 2 childish. level. Rnything I ccn't nuppern o
ne--all learning is elementary. Fallure 4o realize 1

made 2 fiasco of our graduvate vzrk. I have had freshmen and s

ctudéants who have made phenomenal progress in Greek and 2rebic

eimont Impossirle to f£ind a grazduzte stufent who will sukmit ¢

atica of doirg simple daily assignments; having lubibed the hezdy i
.cf "advonced ctudies”, they cannot bring i the childizl:

by £ culty—:ik

exercises without which no cne cvex

S [

mos~ to blame for this: I have sat amaster 's eyaminttion ir wnsc
.
peither the candidste nor any mapber cecnittee could reed a wornd ol
thne writings they were so learnedly di: ne. My last official act oo-
“ore ¢oing to E2rkeley vas to sit in en exzninalion, where tie
candidc’ s nes hagsed hiz thesis e tn 1 interprettticn ©f a Creekx
poet vacre wrilings nelther he or eay ¢f the ccoamities zould read; I azkzd
the veuns mazwn whet he intended ¢o de for his 1ife's wexi, znd he replied
that he vanted to devote himself to the stuvdy of Aucient history. I
guggrsicy Lhnt in such a case it would be a good idea for him ¢ lezm
Greel mnd Latin, and he agreed. Thereupch & kmeaber of the examining .
compittee wihimliy intcrposed with the osservation that thoucn he himself -zas
"ot withzut sore intellectuzl atteinment, " he felt 1t culte wroag To insict
thet ary student nust lewrn this or that languagc. Whiwh of us was right?
The syUlent soon went Dest on a fine scheolnrship ~ané rrompily came to
grief, Leczuse he hald net had that hasic troining ukich i BYU prefensors
hxd prrveote® him Zrom coniing I have seen tkis hoppen moay, many tiwves,
= . - - B
L pexticon the hich cost of poox preparatiss kzziuse of your zvewed Lo

tention of cettirg & hzead-end . butter decree @s cuickly ¢35 possible and
then getiling dowr te rezl worli. RNeaorly all our gerios graduate ziudents o
have hed the rors idez, desy Lrother- ztut 14 never works. Like the ¢liex
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g fcr bread tceo scon.” You zénit that if vou hLad
: elscwhiere and get z xa2al deqree. They all‘do.
FuaT QO IoU See Wi .t pots vs? We zre uvuzing your financizl o-2ssures
to fcroo you in . inferior prcduct. You speik for cothers when
¥ol preotoct that you are wacting your tire takine required courses theot
rever ¢o very deep &nd keep you from leirning the things yecu shouvid. Such
ccuxses exict in @l ar 1ate schcols— fcr the szke of the teachers, not
thz ctudents, The idea is that & large nunber of courses and a large
T 2 good ceollege. But forty sSparrows deo not make
ure-cats Jo not make & lion, and forty survey ccurses

lzr. Moxeover, if vou bring touether forty men each of
& littie Zatir or math the result it nct ths equivzlient of

e rsch with a good kncwledge of these subjects. 2t
procran has nothing te cifer but survey courzses, Be-
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Yov went Lo settle for 2 "service degree,” and indeed if you not 2

c ere it wourld have to b2 such a one. ut such 2 gimmick is a gnare
znd & delusion: it is & hylsrid thing that satisfifa nopody and JciE pus
noTm. = the i1S320's the University cof Chicago cffgsred such & Liszoine

£ minizTere who di" ot intend iteo econs schsliars bu“ wanted the dioéity
cf the Goctoerats to he;p whem in their cz S. A throng of emger seekers
froxm Utal got the degres and have kept thincs stix:ed U ever sinc

fa

e
srrecting the views of the Church in history and dozurine in the n

ot
¥}
v
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ceackarzixip, though to ry knowledge not cn2 of them has ever produce
{ wvorld to which they claim to be-
certations. The trovble with a

—

izze of vwork acceptzrlie o the le
cag-~coue cf them didn't even wr
servics tegree is that ncbody wil

o e s
say nothinge of 2 mcth-zoten deg
ng es

self in crouble, mazking conc
yeode.  Ardto vindicate your undic:
he res: cf them do---vou will ccnvine
eu cre lorced ko tiake is sctuallyw
lorriigie e t:ke; anAd when cothers propose €
cou LI pyamptly sound the alazrm
rakers. nl sSo yoti vyaole vareex
ion~--&al The cizenze of the Churast

Liotr L. iz iunertent €2 mmders+and thse the issues T oo discussing and’
chich oo molilng oo munk trounle Lere at tna "wr zre not seligious Laowes.
1t 2Ll ney are puroelv ccodemic,  The orir wreblows whlch are Lrovoht Lo
v office oo cheoudyr gireny of stuicn:s cauld ke solved, I believe, wilh-
wt any refcrente vhitover to seligicm.  IE only ux icrmor proffffols were!
eqRiTed o come v to the siandaras of rezlll good wailvaersitien, ok n

e —— . e - o - - P - - e w

ciigizn kui in The piljecths fthey toach, tnly woulid soon pe <oo o“zy o
ersy on theiridealooicnl cnmpaicns; IF hey covlid tuarn thelw -aorgies iaks
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