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My story hegins with Adam and Eve, the archetypal mai, and woman, in
whom cach of us is represented. From the most ancient t.mes their thrill-
ing confrontation has been dramatized in rites and ceremonies throughout
the world, as part of 2 greac cization-drama rehearsed at the new year o
cclebrate the establishinent of civine authority on earth in the person of
the king and his companion. There is a perfect unity between these two
monals. They are “onc flesh.” The word b expresses the ultimate in prox-
imity, intimacy, and identity. When Jeremiah speaks of “keepers of my se-
/b (nib),” he means bosom friends, inscparable companions. Such things
are to be taken figuratively, as in Moses 3:22 and Genesis 2:22, when we
are told not that the woman was made out of the rib or from the rib, but
that she was the rib, 2 powerful metaphor. So likewise "bone of my bone,
flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23), “And they shall cleave together as one
flesh™-the condition is that of total identity. “Woman, because she was
taken out of man™ (Moses 3:23) is interesting because the word woman is
here mysterously an excension of man, a form peculiar to English; what
the element ws- or wift means or where it came from remains a mystery
according to the Oxford Englisth Dictionary. Equally mysterious is the idea
of the man and woman as the apple of each other’s eye. Philological dictio-
naries tell us thuit it is 2 moot question whether the word apple
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began with the eye or the fruit. The Greek word is £ora or korasion, mean-
ing a little gid or little woman you see in the eye of the beloved; the Latin
equivalent is pupilla, from pupa or little doll, from which we get our word
pupil. What has diverted me to this is the high degree 1o which -his con-
cept is developed in Egype in the eardiest times. The Eye of Fe is his
daughter, sister, and wife-he sces bimself when he looks into her sye, and
the other way around. It is the image in the eye which is the ideal, the
udat, that which is whole and perfect. For *it is not good that man should
be alone™; he is incomplete by himself-"the man is not without the uv-
man in the Lord.”

The perfect and beautiful union of Adam and Eve excited the envy and
jcalousy of the Evil One, who made it his prime objective to break it up.
He began by making both parties self-conscious and uncomforuble. *Ho,
to,” said he, "you are naked. You had better run and hide, or at least put
something on. How do you think you look to your Father?” They had
rcason to be ashamed, because their nakedness betrayed their disobedience.
They had caten of the forbidden fruit. But Satan wanted to shock them
with his pious show of prudish alarm-he had made them ashamed of
being seen together, and that was one wedge driven berween them.

His first step (or wedge) had been to get one of them t> make an im-
portant decision without consulting the ather. He anproached Adam in
the absence of Eve with 2 proposition to make him wise, and being rumed
down then sought out the woman to nd her alone and thus undermine
her resistance more easily. It is important that he was able to find them
both aione, 2 point avout wihich ine vid Jewish icgends iuve a &vOu deai
to say. The tradition is that the two were often apart in the Garden en-
gaged in the scparate tasks to which each was best firred. In other words,
being onc flesh did not deprive cither of them of individuality or separate
interests and activities.

After Eve had eaten the fruit and Satan had won his round, the tw.
were now drastically separated, for they were of different natures. But Eve,
who in ancient lore is the one who outwits the serpent and trips him up
with his own smartness, defeated this trick by 2 clever argument. First she
asked Adam if he intended to keep all of God’s commandmenes. Of course
he did! A/ of them? Naturally! And what, pray, was the first and foremost
of those commandments? Was it not to multiply and replenish the earth,
the universal commandment given to all God’s creatures? And how could
they keep that commandment if they were scparaied? It had undeniable
priority over the commandment not to cat the fruit. So Adam could only
admit that she was right and go along: “I sce that it must be 50,” he said,
but it was she who made him sce it. This is much more than 2 smart way
of winning her point, however. It is the clear declaration that man and
woman were put on the carth to stay together and have 2 family—thac is
their first obligation and must supersede everything else.

Now a curse was placed on Eve, and it looked as if she would have to
pay 2 high price for taking the initiative in the scarch for knowledge. To
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-our surprisc the idemtical curse was placed on Adam also. For Eve, God
“will gready multiply thy sorrow and thy conception. In sorrow shalt thou
bring forth children.” The key is the word for s.rrow, tsavadb, meaning t¢
labor, to toil, to sweas, 10 do something very hard. To mulriply does not
maan to add or increase but to repeat over and over again; the word in the
Scpruagint is plethynomai, as in the multiplying of words in the repetitious
pryers of the ancients. Both the conception and the labor of Eve will be
multiple; she will have many children. Then the Lord says to Adam, “In
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life” (i.c., the bread which his
labor must bring forth from the earth). The identical word is used in both
cases, the root meaning is to work hard art cutting or digging; both the
man and the woman must sorrow and both must labor. (The Scpruagint
word is ipe, meaning bodily or menal strain, discomfort, or affliction.) It
means not to be sorry, but to have a hard time. If Eve must labor to bring
forth, so 100 must Adam labor (Genesis 3:17; Moses 4:23) to quicken the
arth so it shall bring forth. Both of them bring forth life with sweat and
tears, and Adam is not the favored party. If his labor is not as severe as
hers, it is moze protracted. For Eve’s life will be spared long after her child-
baring-"ncvertheless thy life shall be spared”~while Adam’s toil must go
on to the end of his days: “In sorrow shalt thou eat of it a// the days of
thy LRI Leen ictiement i3 o oxape from that sorow. The thing o no-
tce is that Adam is not let off lightly as a ‘Pn'vilcgcd chanacter; he is as
bound to Mother Farth as she is to the law of her husband. And why not?
If he was willing to follow her, he was also willing to suffer wich her, for
this afflicion was imposed on Adam expressly “because thou hast heark-
ened unto thy wirz and hast partaken of the fruit.”

And bo.% their names mean the same thing. For one taing they are both
clled Adim: “And he called rheir name Adam" (Genesis 3:20; italics
sdded). We are told in the book of Moses that Adam means "“many,” a
cliim corfirmed by recent st dies of the Egyptian name of Atum, Tem,
Adamu. The same applies to cve, whose epithet is “the mother of a/f liv-
ing.™

And what 2 woman! In the Eden story she holds her own as a2 lone
woman in the midst of an all-male cast of no less than seven supermen and
angels. Seven males to one Tone woman! Interestingly cnough, in the lost
and fallen world that reverses the celestial order, the ratio is also reversed,
when seven women cling to one righteous man. This calls for an explana-
ton: God commanded his creatures to go into the world "twe and two,”
and yet we presently find the ancient parriarchs with huge families and
many wivis. What had happened? To anticipate our story, it so happencd
that when the first great apostasy took place in the days of Adam and Eve,
the womea, being wise after the nature of Mother Eve, were less prone to
be taken in by the enticements of the Cainite world. For one thing they
couldn’t-they were t0o busy having children to get into all thar claborate
nonsensical mischicf. Seven women could sce the light when only one man
could.
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The numerical imbalance in the Garden is caused by the presence of all
the male heavenly visitors on the scene. Why are all the angcls male? Some
very early Christian writings suggest an interesting explanation. In the
arliest Christian poem, *The Pead,” and in recendy discovered Mandacan
manuscripts (the Berlin Kephalia), the Christian comes to earth from his
heavenly home, leaving his royal parents behind, for 2 period of testing
upon the carth. Then, having overcome the dragon, be retumns to the heay-
enly palace, where he is given a rousing welcome. The firse person to greet
him on his return is his heavenly mother, who was the last one to embrace
him as he left to go down to earth: “The first embrace is that which the
Mother of Life gave to the First Man as he scparated himself from her in
order to come down to carth to his testing.” So we have a division of
labor. The angels are male because they ase missionaries, as the Church on
the carth is essentially 2 missionary organization; the women are engaged
in another, but equally important, task: preserving the establishment while
the men are away. This relationship is pervasive in the tradition of the
racc-what the geographer Jean Bruhnes called “the wiss force of the earth
and the mad force of the sun.” It is beautifully expressed in an ode by
Sappho:

The cvening brings back all the things that the bright sua of
moming has scattered
You bring back the sheep, and the goat and the litele boy Eack to bis

mother.

Odysseus must wander and have his adventures—it is his nacure. Bue life
would be nothing to him if he did not know all the tim~ that he had his
faithful Penclope waiting for him at home. She is no stick-in-the-mud,
however, as things are just as exciting, dangerous, .. demanding 2t home
as on the road. (In face, letters fror home to missicnary husbands are usu-
ally more exciting than their letters ‘rom the field.)

So who was the more important? Eve is the £irst on the scene, not
Adam, who woke up only long enough to tum over to fall asleep again;
and then when he really woke up he saw the woman standing there, ahead
of him, waiting for him. What could he assume but that she had set it all
up-she must be the mother of all living! In all that follows she takes the
initiative, pursuing the search for cver greater light and knowledge while
Adam cautiously holds back. Who was the wiser for that? The first darin
step had to be taken, and if in her enthuriasm she let herself be tricked by
the persuasive talk of a kindly “brother,” it was no fault of hers. Still it
was an act of disobedience for which someone had to pay, and she accepted
the responsibility. And had she been so foolish? It is she who perceives and
points out to Adam that they have done the right thing after all. Sorrow,
yes, but she is willing to pass through it for the sake of knowledge -
knowledge of good and cvil that will provide the tes: and the victory for
working out their salvation as God intends. It is beteer this way than the
old way; she is the progressive one. She had not led him astray, for God
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had specifially commanded her to stick to Adam no matter what: “The

- woman thou gavest me and commanded that she should stay with me: she
gave me the fruit, and I did cae.” She kes the initiative, and he bearkens to
ber-"because thou hast harkened to thy wife.” She led and he followed.
Here Adam comes to her defense as well as his own; if she twisted his arm,
she had no choice cither; "Don't you sce,” he says to the Lord, "you com-
manded her to stay with me What else could she do but take me along
with her?”

Next it is the woman whe sees through Satan’s disguise of clever hypo-
crisy, identdifies him, and exposes him fot what he is. She discovers the
principle of opposites by which the world is govemed and views it with
high-spirited optimism: it is not wrong that there is opposition in every-
thing, it is 2 constructive principle making it possible for people to be in-
telligently happy. It is better to know the score thin not to know it. Final-
ly, it is the "seed of the woman” that repels the serpent and embraces the
gospel: she it is who first accepts the gospel of repentance. There is no

\;}%ﬁﬁcr}y_or matriarchy in the Garden; the two supervise each other.
4

am s given no arbitrary power; Eve is to heed him only insofar as he
_clbi%s their Father—and who ’3ccnacs that? She must keep check on him as
much as he docs on her. It is, if you will, a syscem_of checks and balances
in which each party is as distinct and independent in its sphere as arc the

ESErtmcms of govemment under the Constitution—and just as depandent
on cach other.

¢ Dispensation of Adam ended as all great dispensations have ended -
e 4 grcad aposiasy. Adam and Eve brought up their children diligently in
the gospel, but the adversary was not idle in his continued attempts to
drive wedges berweer. them. He had first to overcome the healthy revul-

sion, "the enmity,” terween his followers and “the seed of the woman,”

and he began with Cain, who went all the way with him “for the sake of
getting gain.”

And Adam and Eve blessed the name of God, and they made alf
* things known unto their sons and their daughters.
And Satan came among them, saying: . .. Believe it not. . .. And
men began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual, and devilish.
(Moscs 5:12-13; italics added.)
Even in the Garden mankind were subj mptation; but they wer
~not evil by marure—they hudcd stk 2t that, All have Bl bat b for
¢ fall depends on us, From Cain and Lamech through the Watchers and
Enoch to the mandatory cleansing of the Flood, the corruption spread and
enveloped all the earth, Central to the dama was a never-ending tension
and conflict berween the matriarchal and patriarchal orders, both of which
were perversions. Each has its peculiar brand of corruption.
The matniarchal cultures ar= sedentary (remember that the mother stays
home either as Penclope or as the princess confined in the tower), that is,
agrcultural, chthonian, centering 2round the Earth Mother. The rites are
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mostly noctumal, lunar, volupruous, and licentious. The classic image is
that of the great, rich, corrupe, age-old, and oppressive city Babylon, queen
of the world, metropolis, fashion center, the super mall, the scarlet woman,
the whore of all the earth, whose merchants and banker, are the o fessors
of all people. Though the matriacchy makes for softness and dcczy,PEcncz(h
the gende or beguiling or gliteering exterior is the fierce toughness, cun-
ning, and ambition of Miss Piggy.

The patriarchal order lends itself to equally impressive abuses. It is no-
madic. The hero is the wandering Odysseus or knight errant, the miles glo-
niosus, the pirate, condotticre, the free enterpriscr—not the farmer tied to
wife and soil, but the hunter and soldier out for adventure, glory, and loo;
not the city, but the golden hoard, the feralis exercitus that sweeps down
upon the soft and sedentary cultures of the coast and the river valley. Its
gods are sky gods with the raging sun ac their head. Irs depravations are
not by decay but by fire and sword. As predatory and greedy as che ma-
triarchy, it cumulates its wealth not by unquestioned immemorial custorn
but by sacred and self-serving laws. The perennial routine calls for the pa-
triarchal tribes of the mountains and the steppes to overrun the wealthy
and corrupt cities of the plain only to be absorbed and corrupted by chem
in tum, so that what we end up with in the long run is the worst of both
cultures.

Ir thiz great aponiazy 3 new relasicnchip of men 2nd women ir the Loy
note. Lamech got the same degree of Master Mahan as Cain did. These dire
opc:ations entail great secrecy, and Lamech’s wives “rebelled against him
and declared these things abroad and had not compassion. Wherefore La-
mech was despised and cas: out, and came not among the sons of man lest
he should dic. And thus the works of darknes began 10 prevail arong all the
sons of men.” (Mosez 5:33-55; italics added). Thus with infallitde insight
the book of Moses introduces us into the perennial year-drama, which in
the past fifty years has become 2 central theme of comparative world reli-
gion and literature We cannot pursu fhis fascinating subject here, except
to note that from now on the king in his ambition has to cope wih equal-
ly ambiticus females. Robert Graves takes us through all the primal myths
of the Grecks where this deadly rivalry is the name of the game. “In the
archaic religious system,” he begins (Greek Mjythology, 1:28), “there were as
yet neither gods nor priests, but only a universal goddess and her priest-
esscs, woman being the dominant sex and man her frightened victim.”
Not 2 bhealthy relationship; but matriarchy and patriacchy must always be
mortal enemics. Why? Because of the last part of the word, the -arciyy. In
Bailly’s dictionary the first definition given for the word -arche is “begin-
ning, specifically the origin of a quarrel or ‘2 murder’ ™; the second defini.
tion is “commancd, power, authority,” which is what the quarrel is about,
—Archy means always 1o be firss in order, whether in time or eminence; the
point is that there can only be one first. To be first is Satan’s firse principle:
"Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heav'n.” Whatever the game, the
object is to be Number One.
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Why do we lay more emphasis on the Patdarchal Order than the ma-
triarchy in vur world today? That is unavoidable if we would maintain 2
balance between the two. For the matriacchal succession enjoys a great nat-
ural zdvantage which, where it prevails, renders the other all but helpless.
There is rarcly any doubt as to who a baby’s mother is; but patemity may
always be challenged. In the end the only assurance we have of a true patni-
archal succession is the word not of the father but of the mother, as the
Egyptians well knew —Aaat is the official approval of the mother, without
which no dynasty could be secure. To assure a true patriarchal succession
therefore requires something in the way of checks and controls on the wo-
men; a stricter mora! code than that required by the matrarchy, which, as
we have noted, tends to become lax and promiscuous with the passing of
time. With close rules, safeguards, and vigilant surveillance it was only too
casy for the patriazchs to become arrogant, dictatenal, self-righteous, and
oppressive. The gospel scts absolute limitations beyond which patriarchal
authority may not be exerciscd—the least hint of unkindness acts as a cir-
cuit-breaker, “Amen to the priesthood or authority of that man” (D&C
121:37). Without that sacred restraine, patriarchal supremacy has ever ten-
ded to become abusive.

A wonderful insight into the archaic order in the bad days after the
flood is found in the book of Ether:

Now Jared became exceedingly sorrowful because of the loss ot the
kingdom, for he had sct his heart upon the kingdom and upon the
glory of the world.

Now the daughter of Taced being exceeding expest . . . thought to
dovise 2 plan whereby she could redeem the kingdom. . .. ’

Now the daughter of Jared was exceeding fair. And .. . she did
talk with her father, and said unto him: Wicreby hath my father so
much sorrow? Hath he not read the record which our fathers
brought across the great deep . . . an account concerning them o old,
that by their secret plans they did obtain kingdoms and great glory?

And now, therefore, let my father send for Akish ... and behold, I
am fair, and 1 will dance before him. ... He will desise me to
wife. . .. Then ye shall say: 1 will give her if ye will bring unto me sbe
head of miy fatker, the King. [Here the younger king, at instigation of
the princess, a daughter of Jared, secks the head of the old king,
following the ancient practice.]

... Akish gathered in unto the house of Jared all his kinsfolk, and
said unto them: Will ye swear unto me. . ..

... And Akish did administer unto them the oaths which were
given by them of old who also sought power, which had been handed
down even from Cam. . ..

And they were kept up by the pouer of the devil . .. to help such as
sought pourer to gain power, and to murder, and to plunder, and to
commit . .. whoredoms. (Ether 8:7-10, 13, 15-16; italics added.)

And ... Jand was anointed king . . . and he gave unto Akish his
daughter to wile.

[Akish is now next in line.} And ... Akish sought the life of
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Uared) ... and he obuined the head of his father-in-law, 25 he sat on
his throne . ..

And ... Akish began to be jealous of bis son [and so starved him
to death in prison]. ... *

Now the people of Akish were desirous for gain, even 25 Akish was
desirous for pur r; wherefore, the sons of Akish did offer them

money. . ..
And there began to be 2 war between the sons of Akish and Akish

- .. unto the destruction of nearly al the le of the kingd
(Echer 9:4-5, 7, 11-12,; italics added.) peop glom-

And it all began with 2 woman: Dux femina Facti,

According to the oldest mythologies, all the troubles of the mce are but
a perennial feud berween the Matriarchy and the Patriarchy; berween men
and women secking power and gain ar cach other’s expense.

With infallible instinct Shakespeare takes us into a timeless world of cle.
mental spirits where 1 fairy king and queen are found shamelessly b ckering
over a picce of propirty—a little slave. Proud Titania and Jealous Obcron are
playing a silly game of onc-upmanship-silly, but wich 2 palling results.
All nature is blasted and blighted and the only progeny ol!J the squabbling
pair is universal sterility; described in harrowing detail by the queen: “And
this progeny of cvil comes of us, we are its parent and original!” What
dnstml p‘a‘rcnthood! And it all comes of ambition and greed, to which gods
4nu goddesses as weli as kings and queens are prone. As a sampling of
what goes on and on and on, take the Olympian creation myth. “At ths
beginning of all things Mother Earth emerged from chaos and bore ke
son Uranus as she slept™: the two of them united to beget a race cf man.
sters as “earth and sky parted in deadly strife,” which, according 1o Graves,
“must_refer to the clash between the patsiarchal and marriarchal prin-
ciples.” The giant children revolted against their father, Uranus, who threw
them into Tartarus; in revenge the mother persuaded their leader Cronus,
to murder his father; upon coming to the throne, Cronus in tum impris-
oncd his own sons and married his sister Rhea. Jealous of his children, he
destroyed them to keep them from deposing him until their mother con.
spired with her son, Zeus, to dispatch Cronus exactly as he had his facher
Urz.nus. Prometheus became chief advisor to Zeus, the new king whc;
chained him to 2 mounain for being “too philanthropic.” On the moun-
tain Promcrhcus had 2 conversation with the gitl Io, who was flecing for
her life: Zeus had brually attacked her in his lust, and his jealous wife
Hera, to avenge hersclf in him, ordered that 1o should be pursued forever
by a gadfly. Prometheus prophesied to her, however, that Zeus, the super-
macho tyrant, would fall in tum befure 2 hero descended (rom' To herself,
And so it goes, on and on. There must be 2 better way, and there is. .

It was Abraham and Sarah who restored the state of our primsl parents
she as well as he, Tor iﬁ?ﬁéMcranmmmma_
dent on_her as she on him,. Wﬁm%
promiscs of our first parents. The world did everything to force them
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apart, ‘and if they had thought in terms of power and gain it would cer-
ainly have succceded. What was it that kept them together? The patri-
“archal narmatives bring a new and surprising clement into world literature.
In the most brutal of worlds they are unique as romantic love storics, in
which the female lead enjoys a billing equal, if not superior, to that of the
male, with her own name, gencalogy, royalty, fortune, and 2s much bar-
ining power as the man. Tru, all the marriage brokerage is cartied on by
milics and dynasties, with ambitious parents and arrogant monarchs
trying to spoil the Jove-match, but God approves of the romance, and for
once the dire attempts at substituting family and dynastic business-interests
for affection are frustrated. From Abraham and Sarah down through Isaac
and Jacob and to Joscph and Ascnath, that is the plot of the story.

Thus Pharaoh (Nimrod) feared Abraham’s power and priesthood (as
predicted by his astrologers) and so first aempted to prevent his birth by
putting to death all the male infants born in the kingdom and then by
imprisoning him as a child and finally by putting him on an alaar from
which he was delivered by an angel. Finally the proud monarch surren-
dered and conceded that the God of Abraham had 2l the power after all.

It was also 2 pharach who sought the hand of Sarah, the true pnncess,
in order to misc up a royal progeny by her. Upon 2 royal bed identical in
form with the altar of Abraham, she too prayed for deliverance and was
tescued by an angel while the king was constrained to recognize Sarah’s
truc marniage and heritage, bostowing Lpon her rega! insigniz and 2 roy2!
ocort. At God's command, Abraham humbled himsclf to ask Sarah as 2
favor to declare herself to be his sister, cligible to marry another and thus
save his life. This is only part of the deference that Abraham had to make
to his wife, and it left no place for his male pnde. Saizh on the other hand,
with equal humility, went to Abrham confessing Ged's hand in her child-
Jessness and actually begging him to have childien by another woman. Can

one imagine a greater test of her pride? When both sides of the equation .

are reduced, the remainder on: both sides is only 2 great love.

Again the Apostasy: recently scholars hzve compared Sarah veith Helen
of Troy, and the latter can show us as well as anyone how the romantic
tradition of the patriarchs went sour. It begins with attempts at seduc-
tion—wanton perversion of the forbidden fruit. Queenly Hera offers Paris
power and gain to get the golden apple from him while Aphrodite prom-
ises him the ultimate—sex ai:d prestige, the world’s most beautiful woman
for 2 wife; as for Athena, she is a freak, invented by the patriarchal interests
to expedite their takcover of the matriarchal claims: she was not of woman
bom, but sprang in full masculine armor from the head (not the heart) of
the All-Eather Zeus—a very masculine damscl, indeed, who always votes
with the male contingency; and of course she is ever-virgin and never 2
mother. Aphrodite got the award—the golden apple, and procured Paris his
bautiful wife, who was already married to an obnoxious male chauvinist,
who was a king and a serious business rival ‘to her mew husband (for the
Achacans and Trojans had long waged cold war fce the control of the fich
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grain-trade that passed through the straits from Russia). It was Menclaus’s
brother Agamemnon, head of the whole vast conglomerate, who led the
expedition against Truy. The opening lines of the liad show this bully-boy
insisting that the hero Achilles tum over to him the fair daughter of the
priest Chyses, whom Achilles has won in barde. Agamemnon’s chiim to
the gid is very simple: he is the boss, and he wants hee. To the gid's fa-
ther, who comes to ransom her, he bawls out: "No, I am not going to let
her go! She’s going to get old and gray in my house, far from ber home, in
the weaving department, and she’s going to bed with me whenever 1 fed
like it. Now you get out of here; don’t bug me-if you want to leave in
one piece!™ That is the kind of 2 great leader Agamemnon is. Note here
that Greck women were treated like captives because onginally they were
captives; when the warrior hordes overran the ancient people of the coast
they subjected their matriarchal society to perpetual suppression, thougl;
from time to time the smoldering fires broke out fiercely. It is not surpris-
ing that Agamemnon, to cxpedite his joumncy to Troy, sacrifices his young
daughter Iphigenia to Poscidon. But this gave a moral pretext to his wife,
Clytemnestra, as ambizious and unscrupulous as he, to connive with her
lover in murdering her husband on the day of his retum. Por which the
son, Orestes, murdered bis mother and the king who ruled by ber suffer-
ance. While avenging Furics pursued Orestes, the gods took a vote to de-
cide whether his avenging of his father justified the killing of his mother.
Not surprisingly, the vote split on party lincs, every god voting to acquic
the defendant and every goddess voting to convict him~another showdown
between male and female. The tie was broken by the vote of Athena, in-
vented for the express purpose, it is helieved, of tipping the scales for the
patriarchy. She alse holds the balance between imperious Zeus and relent-
less Hera in their ceascless feuding at the expense of poor Odysscus and
Penclope. “Zeus and Hera bickered constantly. Vexed by his infidelitics
she often humiliated him by her scheming ways. ... He never fully trustad
Hen. . .. She therefore resortsd to ruthless intrigue ..." (1,33)

In Egypt, Isracl lived under a matsiarchal monarchy from which they
were delivered under Moses. His romantic career parallels that of Abraham
to a remarkable degree. The tension between matriarchy and patriarchy be-
gins with the Hebrew midwives refusing Pharaoh’s command to put to
death all che male babies, an order which the Egyptians carry out with a
will. Moscs is rescued by his mother, placed in 2 reed float, rescued a1d
brought up in the rushes of the Delta swamp by two women, a nurse and
a princess-mother (exactly like the infant Horus, protected and raised by
Isis and Nephthys in the same swamp of Chemmis). Then he marries one
of seven water-drawing maidens, who declares her independence and to
whose father (not his own father, but his wife’s) the hero always defers. He
balks at assuming the role of the pharaoh he has overcome in the sca-and
indeed it was not he but Miriam who celebrated the victory over the wa-
ters and the rival king. When he tums Nile-water into blood (Exodus
5:9), he is performing an age-old rite reserved to the women of Egypt cele-
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brting the founding of the nation by 2 woman who discovered the land.
He leads the people to a place of twelve wells and seventy palms, the sym-

bolic number reminding us that Sarah figures as a palmeree in Abraham's *

dream in the Genesis Apocrypha, as Nausicaa does in Odysscus’ fantasy.
When the tbles are rumed against the Egyptins, it is their male firstbom
who pefrish—another blow at male succession. Surprisingly, it is not Moscs
but his wife Zipporah who circumcises their first:bom son and proceeds o
rebuke her husband with stinging contempe. Plainly the attempt at patsi-
archal assertion met tough resistance. The people rejected Moses as their
leader even after he had saved them (Exodus 16:2; 32:23) and plunged
with 2 will into the licentious matriarchal rites led by the wives and daugh-
ters and their sons under their influence (there is no mention of hubands
or brothers), who contributed their gold earrings to making the golden
alf. That was Ka Mutef, “Bull of His Mother,” who represented o the
Egyptians the youthful pharaoh’s submission td his mother. While they
were singing and dancing in the best matriarchal tradition, Moscs ordered
the death of every male participating in the rtes; they were to “slay every
man his brother” if he caught him at the party. (This third liquidation of
males was followed by a solemn rededication to the patriarchal order: “Con-
secrate younsslves ... even every man upon his son, and upon his brother;
that he may bestow upon you a biessing this day” {Exodus 32:29].)

This apostasy had E:m one of the fastest yet: “They have tumed aside
quickly out of the way which | commanded them,” said the Lord to Moses
(Exodus 32:8; italics added). And the specific charge is significant: “Oh,
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of go/d.”
(Evadus 32-31; inlice added) “My people have sold themsclves for gold
and slver.” Ttat, along with total depravity, completes the picture and
brings the world order back to normal.

After Moses, the romantic David had his women-trouble, as we all
know. Like Aaron he danced in the manner of Pharaoh before the altar,
and the queen, looking on, “despised him in her heart.” What need be said
of Soloinun and the ladies® That supermacho male chauvinist met his
match in the Shulamite woman, who outwitted the all-wise Solomon and
thoroughly humiliated him. A whole epic cycle revolves around Solomon’s
Benedict-and-Beatrice, Petrucchio-and-Catherine game with the Queen of
Sheba, who, as Bilgis (the name designates her as 2 ritual hierodule),
matches wits with him for throne and empire, in which he cheats shame-
lessly but is beaten just the same.

Years ago I collected some hundred versions of the story. Beginning
with the 2ccount of how Jacob took advantage of the helpless Taman,
who tumed his sin against him and came out winner, I was struck to find
a whole line of ancient queens doing the same sore of thing-and usually
going uader the same name. Thus when Cyprus, having conquered all the
world but one country, that of the Amazon Massagetae, ignored the wise
counsel of his advisor Crocsus and invaded that land, its queen Tomyris
trapped him at 2 banquet, where she cut off his head and sloshed it around
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in 2 bag of blood. I do not talk about such things for their sensationalism
but for their extreme frcaucncy in myth and history—they form 2 regular
pattem, 2 constant groundwork for history. In the long line of tragicomic
Odj et amo ("1 can’t live with you and I can’t live without you!™) con-
frontations, man and woman stage an endless tournament of dirry events
with survival as the prize. In all of which there is something very wrong,
however much we have come to relish it in novels and TV programs. Can
this be the purpose of the marvelous providence that brings men and wo-
men together? If we muse all live together in the etemitics, it can never be
in such 2 spirit.

And so we find the celestial order of marriage resorted to again in the
Meridian of Time. From the earliest writings, both defending and artack-
ing Christianity, it is clear that the relationship between the sexes was
something very special with them. Outsiders were shocked and scandalized,
fer example, by the promiscuity implied in the Christian practice of callin
cach other brother and sister. A more-than-ordinary emphasis on family life
is apparent in the wamings of First Clement to the leaders of the church
that they are neglecting to pay sufficient attention to their own families
and the bringing up of their children in the church. The more recent dis-
coveries of carly Chrisdan documents allow us insights into the nature of
the teaching that incurred the wrathful criticism of an immoral age that
did not understand it all. Thus we leamn in_the Goamel of Pajlin and rhe

_gpocal psc_of Adam how Adam and Eve were united in_celestial union
cfore_the creation of the world but, upon descending to the earth. became

scparated, with death entering into che scheme. Christ came to anth, says
the G

g,

he Gospel of Philip, “for the expiess purposc of bAnging theTs togeth
in cterna[Jife. Thanks to him those who are united in the Bnda) Chamber
will never more be scparated.” The ordinances here ars symbolic, but the
images arc important models to be followed. Let us recall how often the
Lord refers to himself as the Bridegreom The symbols we have here are in-
deed meager compared with the perfect glory. The things we do in sym-
bols mercly hint ac things as they ate, “for there is glory above glory and
power upon power. ... The Holy of Holies and the Bridal Chamber, these
are the ultimate. . . . Though sin still enslaves us, when the truth is revealed
the perfect life will flow for everyone ... that those who were separated
may be united and fulfilled. ... All vho enter the Bridal Chamber may
beget in the light—not after the manner of nocturnal mating. ... Whoever
becomes a Son of the Bridal Chamber will reccive the light ... and when
he goes out of the world he shall already have reccived the true instruction
through types and images.”

That early Chstian ideas of marriage were far from the conventional
ones is plain enough from the difficult solution to the: problem arrived at
in the fourth century, when the ceremonies of the church were widely ac-
commodated to those of the world: *“Was the church conquering the
world,” asks the great Catholic historian Duchesne, “or was not the world
rather conquering the church?”’ The solution was to accommodate 2 diffi-
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cult concept of marriage with the practices of the world and to accept that
ancient and esablished copout, celibacy. In the Christian literature of the
arly centuries, when Christianity was splitting up into many sects, each
claiming to nossess alone the gnows, the secret teaching of the Lord to the
apostles after the resurrection, one reads much of the tribulations of Soph-
ia, who is equated with Zoa or Eve. Once long ago, she tried to become
perfectly independent and go it alone. She was Wisdom, as her name signi-
fies (the Hebrew Hatbma), who is almost 2 person in the scrprures but
not quite. If the woman is life she is also Wisdom. Well, Sophia thought
she, as the mother of all,:could not only produce but govem the universe
all by hersclf; the result was a ghastly abortion. Chastened and terrified, she
was rescued by Jesus Christ, the Bridegroom, who reached out his hand to
her and took her back again, for he needed her too, and gglj_lllc%t_h_c_
two worked together in perfect accord could God's purpose go forward in
the universe.” Jesus was born when Caesar Augustus was i1augurating the
Tong Tinc of emperors while his wife Livia was initiating the long and fate-
ful line of impenal wives and mistresses. She poisoried right and left to get
her son Tibenus on the throne, not because she loved him, but because
that was the way of prescrving and increasing her own power—and wealth.
(Nobody knew better than the Romans that when the treasury was empty
the empcror was finished.) Most of the Roman emperors were murdered
by their succassurs, who in tura were murdered by their successors. Rome's
one original contribution to letters was a brilliant and perceptive line of
satirists telling us all about life in the Roman world: the theme of course
was moncy and sex.

From the confused jumble of traditions and beliefs of lite Antiquity
(the heritage of very ancient times indeed), there emerged at the beginning
of the Middle Ages such mysteries as the Round Table in which we find
rejuvenated the romantic ideal of the hero who is never ambitious for him-.
sclf, and the Lady pure and holy whom he scrves. A more dramatic contrast
to the reality of the times (as we see in the ten books of Gregory of Tours®
Frankish Histary) would be hard to imagine. What put a quictus to the
Round Table was partly the stress and tension of perpetual dalliance under
the code of chivalry—~if Lynette snobbishly humiliated her knight, so Gala-
had prudishly denied his favors to the ladies~but mostly the filure was
brought on by the jealousy and ambition (personified by the sinister Mor-
dred) that poisoned the minds of true lovers.

Shakespeare has given us a classic scudy in sex and power in Macbeth.
There is 2 beautiful reladonship between the lord and his lady, until they
both start reaching for power. The moral of the play is thac the lust for
power and gain incvitably destroys the true and proper nature of the sexes.
It begins with the archaic matriarchy—~dark, chchonian Hecate, no less—who
scts three women to trap and destroy the hero. Burt they are unnatunal wo-
men: "You should be wemen™ says the hero's companion when he sees
them. But what can these bearded creatures be? Full of confidence, the
hero brushes them aside, and yer he is fascinated by them—"Speak then to
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me, who ncither beg nor fear your favors or your hate.” Proudly ind
dent, he has already wken the bait and is in the trap. Their prophecies get
h.im all excited, and he writes to his wife, who reads his letter and sces
right off that in order to promote themselves she and her husband will
have to forget all about their nacural roles 2s man and woman:

Yet do | fear thy nacure.
Itis too full the milk of human kindness. . ..

For Macbeth was a kind man to begin with (the spark of his former sclf
flashes through from time to time during the play), and the hdy was

known as a sweet and gentle woman. But now she must get down 1o busi.
ness: '

Hie thee hither,

That I may pour my spirits in thine car,

And chastise with the valor of nry tongue.
All that impedes thee from the golden round.

It is the crown they are after. Why setdle for Iéss? In view of such a
prospect, all cheir forraer values are violently wrenched in 2 new direction
as 2 messenger comes ir and tells the lady thac they are about 10 have 2
royal guest—the king is atready in their power:

Come you spirits
Thar tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here. . . .

[She must be unsexed to follow her ambition. ]
Come 10 my woman‘c hreerg

And ke my milk for zall, you murdering ministers.

Already milk again- rhat is the human side of them; both of « ¢m share
the milk of human kindness—but they muse get rid of it to get ahead
th, flinching from the murder, Macbeth shows his old human self whcr;
he is stopped short by the thought of “pity, like 2 naked newbom babe.”
But Lady Macbeth pushes him on by telling him to become 2 man. He
doesn’t like that: 2 man is one thing, a monster is another: "I dare do all
that may become 2 man. Who dares do more is none.”

You are wrong, she says: I am trying to make 2 man of .
mezns going all the way: 8 you now. That

When durst do it. then you were 2 man, And to be more . .. would
Be so much more the man.

Then sne gets back to milk again, and says 2 terrible thing:

I have given suck, 2nd know

How render *ris o love the babe that milks me.

I would, while 1r was smiling in my face,

Have plucked my ripple from his boneless gums and dashed the
brains out, had I so swarn as you

Have done o this.
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Unsexed as 2 woman, unnatural as 2 mother—if that’s whac it takes to
get what <e wants And what docs she want? Power. She wins the
2rgummt:

Bring forth avw-children only,

Fos thy undaunted mettle should compose

Nothing but ma/a ‘

{She is roo good to be 2 woman! Women are weak.]

But Lady Macbeth has her moment of weakness: “Had he not resembled
My father as he slept, 1 had donc 't The next words she cries out are,
"My husband!” Larer she takes him to task: “My hands are of your color,
but I shame to wear a heart so white.”

Macduff tells Lady Macbeth he cannot tell her what has happened:

O gende lady . ..

The repetition, in a woman's car,

Would murder as it fell.

{Te should, but she is no longer 2 woman}

In fact, someone describes the storming night as "unnatural.” So the old
matriarchs gave Macbeth the crown, but the whole thing is wrong.

Upon my head they placed a freitless crown
And puct 2 burrem sceper in my gripe.

(The words are significant, this sort of success is fruitless and barren.)
Macbeth does have a conscience: “Oh, full of scorpions is my mind, dear
wife!” He does not want to involve her in any more murders: “Be in-
nocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck™ (an almost comical betrayal of

how he wanted to think of her still). But at the banquer sl ¢ is at him -

again: "Are you 2 man?" “Proper stuff!” “These flaws and searts . .. would
well become 2 wvman's story at a winter's fire, authorized by her grardam.
Shame itsclf”. “What, quite unmanned in folly? Fie, for shame!”

The ultimate humiliation is now that he should be like 2 woman-a silly
superstitious woman, a fecble, helpless old woman.

To the ghost he says: “What man dare, I dare.” [or I would not face
vou in the flesh) “Protest me the baby of the girl.” [this is as low as sclf-
concept can ger].” Why, so. Being gone, | am 2 man again.

In his rage and frustration he orders the extermination of Macduff's
family:

His wife, his babes, and all unfortunare souls
That trace him in his line.

"He has no children,” is Macduffs reaction when he hears the news.
Lady Macduff says when the murderer approaches,
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I remember now 1 am in this earthly world, whete to do harm is
often laudable, to do good sometime accounted dangerous folly {an
utter perversion of values). Why, then, alas, do | put up that
womanly dcfense?

The young and ser.sitive Malcolm his had more than he can take and

raves:

Nay, had I power, 1 should
Pour the sweet milk of concard into Hell,

Uproar the universal peace, confound
All wnity on earih.

At this point Shakespeare introduces an important but often neglected in-
terlude. To check his raving, Macduff teplics to Malcolm thae his father
and mother were 2 “most sainted™ royal pair.

Malcolm then says: “I am yet unknown to woman, never was forrworn,
scarcely have coveted what was my own” (ncither sex nor greed had spoiled
him).

The doctor then incroduces talk of Edward the Confessor, the reigning
king of England: "At his touch, such sanctity hath heaven given his hand,
[those with maladies) presently amend.”

Malcolm follows with this obscrvation:

A most miracuious work in this good king. ...
To the succeeding royalty he leaves

The healing benediction. With this strange virtue
He hath the heavenly gift of prophecy,

And sundry blessings hang abour his throne
That speak him full of grace.

This scene sees forth the concitions upon which power may be enjoyed
without satanic corruption-only by those who are totlly unworldly; for
one ‘n a position of power the only altcrnative to becoming devilish in
this vsorld is to be hly.

In the same scene, when Macduff learns the news, Malcolm says, “Dis-
putc it like a man,”
Macduff replies:

I shall do so,
But must also fee! it as a man.

For the Macbeths, on the other hand, to be 2 man was to have no feclings.
What does the lady care about such things?

Fie, my lord, fie! A soldicr, and afeard? Whae need we fexr who
knows it, when none can call our power to account?

Get enough power and you can forget about things like feelings and con-
science-what can anybody do to you?

As it tums our, Macbeth’s undoing is his contempt of women; the

52



witches, "lying hike truth,” have told him to do whatever he damn pleascs
Tsince none uvman bom can harm Macbeth.” What’s humanity to him?
And ‘e keeps harping on that: no mere woman’s son can get the best of
him!

What's the boy Malcolm?

Was he not born of wonran? What's he

That was not bom of uvman? Such a one

... Am I to far, or nonc.

But swords 1 smile at, weapons laugh to scorn,

Brandished by man that’s of a wvman born.

So cverything collapses when it is plain that the sisters have played him 2
rare trick:

Accursed be the tongue that tells me so,

For it hath courd my beteer part of man!

In the last scene the new king calls for punishing “the cruel ministers of
this dead butcher and his fiendlike Queen.” A woman unsexed as she was
aan no longer be called human.

With the rise of commercialism at the end of the Middle Ages came a
fecling of liberation—2 romantic release for love, and a free field for acqui-
sition. The relationship of the sexes became both romantic and calculating.

From Shakespearc’s and Moliers’s comedies down 10 Agatha Christie,
there is nothing wrong with the beloved’s expectations of ten thousand 2
vear. Gilbert and Sullivan got away with exposing the deep and pious Vic-
turian situation by making great fun of its absurdity: “I'd laugh my pride
tc scomn in union holy,” says th2 fair maid, perectly willing to forget rank
and wealth and marry 2 poor szilor for love alone~on one condition:
*“Were he more highly bom, or I more lowly.™ For incvitably it was nut

true love that triumphed, as sentimental audicices made themselves think, -

but the ten thousand a year.

Actually the situation had not changed fo: thousands of years. The stan-
dard plot of modern comedy vas that of the New Comedy, which Plautus
and Terence got from Menander, where the obstacle to true love is over-
come not by sacrifice, but by the manipulation of a clever servant who
gulls a rich old man or woman, or, even more delightfully, by the discov-
ery of a token which proves :fter many years that the poor youth or maid-
en was nobly borm after all and is the heir to 2 handsome fortune: so nuw
they can get marnied because chey ave both rich!

And so we come down to the present-day sitcom (where we can laugh
freely at everything but the money) and the heavy prime-time show
(crime, of course, with single-minded dedication to really big money hen:-
ly spiced with the super status symbol—plenty of expensive sex).

Here is a little book one of my daughters has. Let me read what is oo
the cover, and probably inside it: “The College Survival Kit: Fifty-O:
Pro-
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ven Steategics for Success in Today's Competitive College World. Survive
and succced—~Don’t ke chances with your college careet.™ Survival, Suc-
cess, Competitive, carezr—the dictionary defines strategy as “deception prac-
ticed on an enemy.” The word is well chosen. No deception is too shame-
ful 1o use against an eneray, and whatever the game, your competitor—
cven the reluctant customer--is the enemy. What a scedbed of mischief this
is! The result of this philosophy in terms of human values has recendy
been the subject of numerous studies. One of the pioncer studies was .
\Vhy(c’;' Okrga?izalion Man, which told us how the company man would
never think of wooing or marrying anyone not approved of by hi i-
ors. So much for trucglovc. T8 PP Y bis supesi

A recent summary of many of these investigations is Michael Maccoby's
The Gamesman. The section called “The Head and the Heart” is relevant to-
our discussion: “A corporate president remarked that if he thought of one
word to describe his experience with managers over a period of chirey-five
years, that word would be fear.” (There is the cloven hoof again!) “Why
are corporate managers fearful?”* Mr. Maccoby asks, and he discovers thae if
the corporate individual could penctrate to the causes of this panalyzing
fear and anxiety, he would find carerism.” (Can we improve on Satan’s
formula as z definition for that: Carcerism is the determination to reign in
hell racher chan serve in heaven.) “From the moment a person searts treat-
ing his life as a career, worry is his constant companion ... Careerism re-
sults ot only in constant anxiety, but also in 2n underdeveloped hezs. . .
The careerist constantly betrays himself, since he must ignore ideslistic
compassionate, and couragcous impulses that might icopmﬁzc his career.”
~ "Perfect love casts out all fear” said the Larcf but who wants thas if it
jeopardizes onc’s career? Satan’s promise to split Adam and Eve was accom-
Rllnshcd when God declared, “My people have sold themselves for gold and
silver.” : :

The few scattered case studies introduced here are merely straws—bute
they show where the fatal wird is ever blowing. Thinking back, what wa;
S:tm's.cxprcss purpose in inaugurating 2 rule of blood and horror, power
and gain on this earth? It was to breach that wall of enmity which pro-
tected “the seed of the woman™ from his direct atrack. Only the covenanes
of Adam and Abraham and the Church of God can overcome i, Though
nothing is to be gained by men and women in fighting for che whip
handle, that disgraceful tussle will continue until God cuts it short in
ng;;cousncss.

one must choose becween Patriarchy and Matriarchy unci i
of Ged is truly established upon the emh? It is chac old l;cvil'slt;,i,lecrrzx:r?:.
' which we are asked to take sides with Gog or Magog as his means of

decoying us away from our true dedication to that celestial order estab.
lished in the beginning.
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