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RENOUNCE WAR!

Editor: T -
Recantly the docirine bhas been

No Substitute for Victory=—military
victery. May | call atizntion to a very
strong statement on the subject in D.C.
93:16-17: "Therefore, renounce war
and proclaim peace, and seek diligently
to turn tha hearts of tre children to
thair fathers, and the h2arts of the
tathers 1o the children: and again, tha
hearts of the Jews unto the prophets,
and the prophets unto the Jews; lest |
come and smita the whota earth with a
curse, and all flesh b2 consumed befors
mae.”’ |

“Ranounce’’ is 3 strong word: we are -
not 19 try to win peacs by wer, or
merewy to call ‘a truce, but 1o rencunce
war itself, to disciaim it as a policy
v/hile proclaiming {that means not just
announcing, but preaching) peace

without resarvation, But if we
renounce war, how shail ~e sdefend and
acvance our interests? We araz told {nat,
too: after the clear staterment of what
we mus! renounce comas the equaily
clazge statement of what we must putin
its place—the subsurute. Instead of
playing with fireworxs va are to ‘seak
ditigently’”’ to acdvance the work of
saivatian for the living and the dead,
and to make a serious effart to
influence the Jews, That is a full-tume
job 3nd our whole 1ss.anment, Next
atter the prohibition and the commard
comes the penalty; if wa do not rax2
this course ““thé whola 2arth viil ce
cursed, and all Hesh consumed...”
The alterrative is not just a sutxsutuze
suggestad for cur cons.deranon, but an
out-and aut cornmand, accompanizd
by a resounding uittmatum: either (2
renounce war or to be totally
destroyed—there is no third choice.
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Thus we have tha mandate to
r2nounce military action, the order to
substitute something very ciffarent in
its place, and the terribie penaity for
farlure 10 do both. A few years: 2Go
sech an extreme proposition sounded
quita fantastic; the consuming of ail
fl2sh belonged to the category of wild
apocalyptic nightmarz2s, Today
however-the best scientists ali oves the
world are repeating 1he same
ditarratives with ominous urzency and
irsistance: it is 1o be either no more
war or mutual annihilation, Thos2 two
verses of the D, and C,, reveaiad almost
1450 years ago, are stancing alone
g-~u3n 1o prove Joseph Smith a true
Erooner. .

The Jaredites, thoroughly convinced
that there was no substitute for
victory, kept hacking awav at each
other until they dermonstrated the
truth of the maxim, "Dz2stroy them
ard they will destroy you.” When the
f.aphites aftar a series of brilliant
rmitary successes daclared “‘that they
v.ouid 30 uo to battle against thair
ern2mizs, and would cut tham off from
the face of the land” as thz oaly
ssiution to th2 Lamanite aroblem (for
tzre 05 no substitut2 for victory), their
gre3t general Mormon instantly
resigr2d his commard and “‘utterly
rafused” to fight with thzm, but “'did

stz L. L35 30 idiz viitness” (0 recoed !
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