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.tzn{gh it is not as hvll uttestvd as many other ordlnance%, there are still c e
cmasiy references to the. rite of the Apnqtnllc Praver circle in early Christian a angd .

Jewish literaturc. Let us consider souc of the more interestinit of these, worklng
haockwards from the latest reports to the carliest,

The Barly Christiun Prayer-Circle

>i. Augustine in his 837Tth bpistle (wrltton at thc turn OI the 4- 5ﬂ:entur1eq)
quetes at length "a hymn which they (varlous cld-fashioned Christian sects) say
vas a hymn of our Lord Jesus Christ. . .and is cemmonly found in the gpocryphal.writ~"
ingg," (Patrol. Lut. 33: 1054) He quotes a Priscillian writing which describes
it as "The hymn of the Lord which he recited in'secret to h'is disciples the holy
Apostles, accordlnk as it is written in fhe Gospel: 'After he recited a hymn he as-—
ceunaed the mountain: (“t. 26:50, Mk, 14:26). It is not included in the canvon be-
‘cause, of those who follow their own judgment rather than the spirit and truth of
-God as it is writton. 'The ordinances of the hxnw it is well te coenceal, though.
it is“praiseworthy te reveal the works of God. (fob 12:7) St. ‘u"uthne would
discredit all such traditions by the characteristically rhetorical argumeant’ that
since nothing could be more important than the things already made public im the
Sgriptures, there is no point to keeping anything secret (;g. 1038). Nevertheless
F. Cabrol in the Catholic Dictionnaire d'Archaecolegie thretienne et de Liturgie, I,
787, concedes that the ordinance may be authentie, having disappeared from theChurch
by the 3rd century. JAugustine argues that there is nothing rcally secret about the
business, since everythinyg in it can be paralleled in the Scriptures: he decs this
by analyzing the hymn line by line: "I wish to deliver (it runs), and I want to be
delivered; I want to save and 1 want to-be sd\ed, I want to be begotten and I want to
beget; | want to sing and I want to be sung; I want to adorn (or clothe) and [ want to
be adorned. I am the gate for whoever knocks on me.” (ib. .1036-7)
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The text of the bymn immediately identifies it with the ordinance more fnlly des—

aibed in a Greek writing called "The Dialogue of a Jew and a Christian,”

""%is very early document was read before the assembled fathers of the Becond

Council of Nicaea (A.D. 787); it puz,led them, and the business is mever mnention—

ed again in Christian. sources. The text reads: "Before he was seized by wicked

men, by the wicked serpent of the Jewish lawgivers of theSynagogues, he said

to us all: 'Before T am given over to those men, let us sing a hymn of praise to
the Father, and so go forth rcady to face what comes. ' Then he commanded us to
for a circle, holding each others' hands, and he hims¢lf taking up a pesitien

in the middle 'said, 'Amen, do ye whatever T do!'" T[hen he began theprayer: "Glory
(doxa’) to fhee, Father,' and we, standing in a circlé followed him and added, -
'Amen'; Ulory to thee divine grace (chdrlc) Amen. Glory to the thee Spirit,

Amen; Glory to thece, Holy Une, praise té thy glory. .men. ! praise fhee, Father;

I thank thece, light in which there is no darkness. Amen. And as we thank thee

I pray: I want to be saved and [ want to save. Amen. To we delivered and te deliver.
fmen. T[o be wounded and to wound. Amen. ! want te ecat and to be pvourished, to hear an:
to be heard, te be known and io be 'all intelligence {nous), to be washed and to wash.

"When Grace comes | want to pipe and you all dance. Jmen. I want to nourn sund all mours

"And other things he said. After the Lord had recited these things, with us folloewing
him, beloved, we went forth like lost wandereas. (Cabrel. 1, 787) Cﬁjl.

Going buck still earlier, we find in the Syrian Acts of John: "lte bade us
therefore tmake a circle, as it were a ring, holdinz one anether's hands, and hiumself
standing in the midst he said: 'Answer \men unto me.’ lle begoan then to sing
a hyin and to say: ‘'tlory to Thee PFather,' and we zoing about in the ring amswered
im, amen. "1 wonld save amd [ would be saved!’ .men," etc. (M.d. James, Apoc. of the
DA T., p. 253). The actualt performance of such an ordinance is described in
\mme of the oldest thristian documents in existence, theold Svriac "lestanent of Our
Lord" (lahmani, 1899). As part of the celrhration of the Urucifixion and T
-Rcsurrection, the Bishop "would stand with up-ratsed hands and elfer up a prayer
at the veil," beginning with the admonition, "1f there is anyepe whoe bas any itl
feelings towards his neighbitr, let him be reconciled; il not, let him retire.
it anyone feels himscelf nnworthy, he too should withdrav, For God is a witmess,
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s Son, and visiting Angels, to what zoes on here.” (IDNJX, p. 36f). Ihe

‘c}c qqnsisﬁs of both men and women, "the Bishop being first'stﬂnﬁﬁkiﬁ &hé,midéhpti
'mithsa'priestAon.cither side of him, and next_in order after Lhcmfﬁﬁ’&hg,léfh -.-L :4;
- widowsi ome-the right deacons, and then ,teachers (readers), and ‘then ,,;s.u-l).-—.-.deucons‘.a .’
" and then JQeaconesses.” (p. 38) fhe prayer.is antiphonal, as "the peop.ic-rcp'ent.-t.he::.;:es.-“t
same things, praying" (44). In the prayer the Bishop thanks God "for the Plan of
Salvation," by which "thou has fulfilled thy purposes by preparing a holy people,

hast stretched forth thy hands in suffering, that they might be frced from such suiiari
a;d frow the corruption of death." The prayer ends: "Grant, therefore, 0 God, that
all those be united to thee who participate in these sacred ordiunances. . . .And the
people say Amen. Bishop: Give us unity of mind in the lloly Ghost¢, and heal our spirits
e« o othat we may live in thee throughout all eternity"(44). Then certain ordinances are
explained: "It is He who gave Adam a garment and the promise thut afted death he night
live again and return to heaven." It is explained how Christ by the Crucifixion rever-
sed the blows of death, "according to the Plan of the Eternal Father laid down bLefore
the; foun'ations of the earth.” (60) :
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Still older are some documents designatéd as the Gospel of Bartholomew. They belong -
to the "HO-day"” tradition, and were believed to contain the instructions given secretly
by .the Lord to his Apostles during the 40-day mission after the resurrection. O, one
occasion "when the Apostles were met together, Bartholomew said to Peter and Andrew anc
Johq, "Let us ask Mary how she conceived the Lord and bore him.'" This was an ecmbarrass
ing question, and no one was willing to approach - -Mary on the subject. "And Bartholomew
spid to Peter, 'You are the President and my teacher, why don't you ask her?® Peter
replied, 'She likes you, why don't_you ask her?'” (Text in Revue Biblique X (1913), p.
321), "After much hesitation and debate Bartholomew approaches Mary on behalf of the
other Apostles, and she agrees to enlighten them. They foerm a prayer-circle, "and Mdfy;
'stauding ocfore them, raised her ‘hands to hea ven" and began to call upon the Father ir
an unknown language, a nuwber of versions of which are given. "When she finished the
prayer, she said, ‘'let us sit (or stand quietly—-kathisomen) on the ground (or prepare«
place--gdaphos); come, Peter, you are in charge! Stand at my right hand and place you:
left hand under my forearm; and you, Andrew, you do the same thing on my left sideg °
(p,§24) John and Bngtholomcw are instructed to support or catch Mary if she faint
"lest my hones fail me when I start to speak.” .In a variant version when the Brethrer
are met together on the Mount of Ulives "Peter said to Mary, *Blessed one, please ask
the lord to tell us about the things that are ir heaven.'” But Mary reminds Peter tha!
ns Adam has precedence over Eve, so it is his business to take the lead in such things
(ib. p. 327). Having taken position Mary begins to speak: "When I was in the Templt of
GGod (all‘SOurces agree that Mary served in the Temple some years before her nmarriage)
..« +there appeared to me one day a manifestation like an angel of unfamiliar aspect

« « .And suddenly the veil of the Temple was rent and thre was a great earthyuake and
I fell on my face unable to bear the sight of him. But he stretched forth his hand and
raised me up, and 1 looked up to heaven and a dewy cloud came and (gap) moistened me
from head to foot; and he wiped me off with his robe (stole) and said to me, 'Greeting
thdﬁ favored one, chosen vessel!' and he grasped uy right hand. And there was bread
in abundance and he set it out on the altar of the Temple,; und he ate first and_ then
gave to me. And he put forth his left hand from his garment and there was drink in
~abundance, and he drank first .l then ;gave to me, and I beBelf and saw a full cup and
the bread. And he said to me, 'In three years' time I shall send to you my lLogos.and
you will bear a son, and through him the creation will be saved...Vcace to thee, nmy
beloved, forever and ever. .ind suddenly he was gene from me, -and the Tenple wvas as it
. was ,before.” At this point, the lord himself apprared and comuanded Mary "to utter no
mare of thismystery,” while "the Apostles were terribly afraid that the Lord would bb
angry with them." (p. 325) ‘the sacrasental episode is exactly like the holy wedding
in the story of Jouseph and Asenath. [he account econtinues with Jesus giving the Apostl
further instructions in the ordinaunces, but the text is badly damaged. In eone versign
Addrew accuses Mary of teaching false doctrine, but ¥eter reminds him that the '
Lord confided in Mary more than any other, while Mary, upset, weeps and says, 'Peter,
do you think I am making this all up?’ (hv“ng, Mariae, 17-18)

Cyril, the last old-fashioned Bishop of Jerusalem, describes a rite in which “the
priests stand around the altar forming a circle and wash their hands. The Deacon ther
cialls out: 'Take each othéts' hands!' which is meant to signify the mingling of spirit
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re to leave the altar who have any trelings against any bruo

*ﬁ’~Q—;)..The/2nd-century‘\cts of John XI gives us the same pié¢i
Prrcie us o : i

E&(EQQr“lmeﬁEQQQ
¥ bu ‘
prorele o . gértlof dance, having a cosmit‘sighificance, as the membn;&.:ﬁc?:z?rzgfiht?
lwgﬁh_wxsq}['and T would wash othcrs."hménﬂ'GruéE is dancing. 1 would ﬁipé4 Duéce- 11’u |
.yggnub{.wguggwygurhf Lament, all of you!. . .The ' number 12 dantes on h&gh.’hmeh-ﬁ\:l-;;'
which is ubove participates in this citéle.’ Amed. ho dbes not' move iﬁ'%hé'éirb;bggﬁ'

» tfyhat comes to pass. Amen. (or, "he that danceth not knows not what is bein doneows
Fen,™ (M. R, James, .\pocr. Anccdot, II,11). It is doubtless to this rite that ﬁlem ;
of Alexandria refers in the 2nd century when he writes, "Come to our mysteries anden:
shall dance with the angels around the unbegotten and Lternal oney, while the lLogos Z?uﬁq

sings along with us...the great High Priest of God, who prays for men and i
(Patrol. Graec. 8:241) ' ’ prays and fmtructs then

- . -

qu}y-fnund Coptic coutributions to the "40-day” literature have some interestin ‘refc-
ences to the prayer-circle. In one "Bartholomew" document, the Lord takes th; lzgu inzi
the, mountain and standing in their midst gives theuw certain signs and tokens and t:en )
departs (Barthol. Fol. 14b-15a, in Budge, Coptic Apocrvpha, ¥913). In another version hq
takes them onto the mountain, "and addressed us in a tongue we cruld not-understand -
and he gave us his right hand, and scaled us Twelve. And we went up with him even t;‘;he
veil (skene);of:the good Father,” where the Lord Petitioned the Futher "on behalf of the
Apostles ‘for a blessing which should be for all eternity.” (Rev. Bibl., X 1 363) In the
famous but little-known Pistis Sophia, the Apostles gather around the Lor& after the
Rqﬁgrrectinn, with "Thomas, Andrew, James and Simon...in the west with their faceq‘tﬁrng
towards the east, and Philip and Burtholomew on the south facing towards the nort&' whil
the.rest of the disciples with the women folk (their wives--nsehime) were Sinndinw’arou;
behjnd_Jgsus, who himself stood at the altar." (Ch. 136, 35f~8)..ln that’posit.-irmu " thus
facing as it weré the four corners of the world (késmos),-with his disciples who ;vfe a}
clpthed in garments of linen, Jesus made invocation: *lao, Iao, Iao!'" followed by ;nothc
phrase in an unknown language, meaning "0 Pather of all fatherhood without end, hear me
all the words of thy truth. . . ." An older Coptic work, the First Jeu, gives?the open]
words of the prayer as, 'Te, le, Ie!' (I Jeu 51). According to this writing, at every
ausgl_of the universe and in every world, there are Twelve who officiute and Thee who
t Ject and oversee. Thse form a circle because a circle is "without lower or higher
degree since the Twelve must act as equals and as one (iv. pp. 52€,57). Also, according
to this account it wad only after receiving the ordinances and instructions thaut the
I'welve sang the humn before going from the circle (36). rhis writing contains some
.interestinyg diagrams showing the position of the Twelve in the circle around the altar.
Also, they must form this circle in order to reccive a name which they are eagmer to
pogsess (90-91) : o -

Carl Schnidt considered Second Jeu to be the most valuable of all early Christian writis
In it, the JApostles and their wives all form a circle around the Lord, whe says he will
lead them through all the ordinances that will give them eternal prosression (11 Jeu 99,
Then "all the Apostles, eclothed in their garuwents, formed a circle foot to foot, amd Je:
taking the place of ‘dam, proceceded to instruct them (LI4ff) in all the signs and ordin:
ces: tn vhiech the Son< of Light wmust be perfect (llﬁf): "l will teach you all the
necéssary crdinaheces, that you may be purged by degrees, and progress in the next life.®
Theése ordinances, the lard explains, are very secret, NOT by their nature, but only be.-
caust Satan wants them distortd and misrepresented, as they surely will bo&f they wo
abrbiid - ‘n the world. (II Jeu 99-100). In the Kerel-Wazz frarument, discovered in 1965,
"W mide a circle and surrounded him and he said, "I au in your midst in the manner

of "theke little children.' When he finished the hyou thet all satd Amen. ‘fhen he said
otﬁér'fhinzs'nnd each time they must all ansver Amen. ‘Gather to me, 0 holy members

of ‘iay’'bod v, and when [ recite the hymn, vou say Amen!" LIE, and end).

.linhe Moi. itsel! prayver-circles are referred to directls and indirectly. [hus in:.tcts
';20 after Paul hiad been stoned and left for dead "the disciples formed a circle areuns
‘*w,(kyk'UiLnLOD) and he arose and went to the cityv.” this is a reminder that one of ti

Turpeses of the prayer-circle.was to ask for healing and Lo pray for the sick. Fhe
segond chipter of I tim, depicts an ideal wituation in shich all wen everywhere would
pray "with holy upraised hauds and without ill feelins or differences. - .l the same
thing with the women, fittingly attired (thisx refers tn a special garmnent J...let the
wolien receive instruction in silence and obedience® tt.e., let them follow the instruc-
Lioﬂi given). fhe whole sitantion suggests less the course of evervday life than a
TN RS : -

L




he o o leave tho altar swhe have nas

AR L B A I B L

v 3

P T O B L P I SO B N RN S P . . ' .
JCCI&F scbqoyjof‘§u%§£uct}6ﬁli§h? prayqy'c1f01§} Indeed; "every” ut eétept. .to: put these '
vrules into ?ngyﬁay'pp%gﬁxce_(anﬂ ?h?re have Dheern many) hus’ been a finsco. Likewise, Mk

[1:25--"And when you_are’standing in prayer, forgive anything you might have againgat,'|

anyone'"--sugpests’a' special kind of prayer with a specific rerquirement of forgiveness,

The, prayer of the Lord in calling upon the Father with upraised hands (on the croswlt,

£27:46), slosely follows the supplication in Ps. 54:4: ."U God hear my prayer,

words of my mouth!" fhis latter prayer, beginning with "E1" and ending with "pei”,

reverses the order of Pei, Lei, El, but follows the same pattern. According to the pre

Christian .pocalypse of Abraham (diSCOVGrcd 1863), "when Abraham rebuilt the altar of

\dam in order to bring sacrifice to the Eternal One,"™ as he had been instrucled by an

angel, he saw men standing around in a circle on the mountain te assist him, and he .

raised his voice in prayer, saying: "El, Bl, .1t El-dacel! (meaning Jehovah)...receive
the words. of my prayer! Receive the sacrifice which [ hve made at thy command! Have
mercy, show me, teach me, give to thy servant thelight and knowledge thou hast preuised
to’ send hic! (Ap..Abr.712:8-9; 17:11-17)7 "“Strprisingl¥, it was Satan who answered his
prayer, saving "Here I am!" "But the Angel said unto me, Oh, do not answer him! For God
Iras’ given. him' power over those who answer him.” Accordingly doel (in some versions Mi-
ghnel), rebukes Satan and orders him to depart. According to Rabbi Eliezer, Abraham bui
three altars in order to instruct his children and fortify them against apostasy (a;

" Wunsche, Midr. Rab, p. 181). "Abraham,..would utter prayers on certain occusions while
sherificing, thus invoking theOne God. This was the beginning of Jewish Ljturgy.™ (A.
Z. Idelsohn, qE!E?B,LiEEEQY)' we are told that in this Abraham was following the
example of \dam, who prayed for three days, repeating his prayer three times: "May the
words of my mouth be heard! God, do not withdraw thyself frowm my supplication!...Then .
an angel of the Lord came with a book, and comforted Adam and taught him.” (M. Lin
Gorion, Saren d. Juden, I., 260f). Sometimes it is Jaoel-Jehoval who as "the heavenly:

hear

o

chojr=master" leads the prayer-circle and sometimes it is Michael (G.H. Box, J\pocal. e:
Abr., p. xxv). According to a newlyfound work temporarily entitled "\ Coptic Gnostic
Work," the unknown words used in Adam's invocation are composed of the eleuents lo-i-a
and i=oy-el, meaning “"God is with us forever and ever," and "Through the power of -
revelation." (CGW,p.2553). But many versions of thesé code words are given, and a varie
of interpretations. This reminds us that though none of these writings is to be taken
as binding or authentic, -taken all together they betray common elcuents vwhich way
sufely be imputed to the early Christian Church, the Church of the Apostles.

ﬁﬁétcnfly Jcﬁish and ChréiﬁthSOuréeglfdke the prayer-circle right back to the pre—
‘existence. Such a circle, under the presidency of three, is formed in all the worlds,
according to I Jeu 53, fo¥ the special ‘purpose of giving instructions and communicaetin
between the worlds, ” [t was such a circle that met at the creation of this world
acdéording to the Serckh Scroll of “the''Dead Se'a Scrolls (Tab. X), and it was from such
¢ircle thaﬁ-Go&”tﬁdﬂb‘mfg‘rdTé¥§’(ﬁJUéd'55;'Apocul. Abr. 21-22, cf. Abxr, 5:2:1!!
"?ﬁé'brdﬁr:Nf“ﬁ%éﬁ?rthﬂdd”hccordahdé'Qith the mmanathon of the worlds,” since "throug
Praye'r wé Ye'c o wetuweHed ko him who rules the worlds.' (L. Veiss, Jnl. Jewish stud.
apfpgaf).  ilids the prayer-circle has at all times had a cosmic significance. 1Its
'pﬁﬁybf“pluce‘is-thc femple, hecause "the Temple is the center from which light goes
CFOFth ‘and sliich at the xgmy same -time draws everything to itself and brings all things
Edgether.” (Copt.Gnost. Work, 226; Pigtis 'Sophia, 65 (134)). fhe erdinances of the
Témplé are indeed tvpes 'dnd shadows’ 6f ordinances in henven_(ﬂh. §:5). Lthe dewly-
d¢iscovered [lemple Scroll (not yet published! ) -describes the Temple as Lhree exactly
guperimposed squares with foutvgntUS'dH cach 'side, exactly folloving the many diagram:
of “the qustolié‘vfhybﬁleédlé'in'lhé“antic manuscripts. [hey arve like the 12 signs
@hq_hﬂnvnnﬁ";gh%qhgﬂclqglg within their appointed bounds and orbits according t? God*
established jorder, vhick prevails also in other worlds.” (t Clem, 20) The cosmic
siggificance of the prayver-circle in the femple cald be illustrated xx at great 1o
but. it does not uced to be, the imagery being perfectly obvious. the prayer-circ i
ong.of the less lavishly documented Early Christian and Jewish traditions ant should
hgvﬁﬁkcn in gonjunction with other rites much wore fully described. e - -
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